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Publisher's Note

our age, men of distinction who enjoy love and
J.J. L respectacross the Muslim world are rare indeed.
The author of this book, His Eminence Dr. Abdul Rahman
bin Abdul Aziz As-Sudais is one of those fortunate and
renowned personalities who hold a high and outstanding
position in the Muslim world. Without exaggeration, we
can say that there are millions of Muslims in the world
who have offered prayers under his leadership, attended
his Jumu'ah sermons, enjoyed Taraweeh Prayer with him
and, on the occasion of Khatm-al-Qur'aan, made weeping
supplications before Allah.

When Sheikh Abdul Rahman As-Sudais, who is also
addressed by the kunyah Abu Abdul Aziz, recites the
Holy Qur'aan in his mellifluous voice, the listeners are
caught in rapt attention. The Sheikh and his listeners are
both enraptured by the sublimity of the Holy Qur'aan; he
is moved to tears himself and the praying masses weep as
well.

All Glory is for Allah! The recitation of the Holy Qur'aan
has a unique effect. No matter how many times the Holy
Qur'aan is recited or heard, a new taste is experienced
each time. The recitation of the Holy Qur'aan in the voice
of Sheikh Abdul Rahman As-Sudais is extremely popular
across the world. His voice echoes in every city and every
township. When one visits the Holy Mosque of Makkah,
one feels great solace in listening to the invigorating voice of
Sheikh Abdul Rahman As-Sudais, which enlivens the soul.
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His Eminence Dr. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais was bom
in Bukayriyah, in Qassim Province of Saudi Arabia, in 1962
C.E. He memorized the Holy Qur'aan at the age of twelve
during his education in the Qur'aanic circles of Jam'iyat
Tahfeeth Al-Qur'aan Al-Karim, in Al-Riyadh. In those days,
His Eminence Abdul Rahman Al-Faryan was the head of
this institution.

Sh. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais was very intelligent and
precocious from his early childhood. He was blessed with
a sharp memory. His parents paid special attention to the
upbringing and education of their promising son. Many
famous religious scholars and Qurra' (reciters of the Holy
Qur'aan) worked hard to tutor him, the foremost among
whom were Sh. Qari Muhammad Abdul Majid Zakir and
Sh. Ah Hassan. He received his early education at Madrasah
Muthanna bin Harithah, Al-Riyadh. Thereafter, he attended
Al-Ma'had al-l1imi, Al-Riyadh, where he received education
in basic Islamic disciplines. During those days, great men
of knowledge taught at the Ma'had. Sh. Abdullah Al-
Muneef and Sh. Abdullah bin Abdul Rahman Tuwaijari
were among his prominent teachers. Al-Ma'had al-l1lmi is an
institute from where springs of the knowledge of the Book
and the Sunnah shoot up. Sh. Abdul Rahman as-Sudais
received his completion certificate from this institute, as
a prominent student, with illustrious evaluation, in 1979
C.E. Thereafter, he got admission to the College of Shari‘ah,
where personalities like Sh. Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah Al ash-
Sheikh, Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, and Sh. Dr. Abdullah
bin Jibrin were among his teachers. He passed out from the
College of Shari‘ah in 1983 C.E.

Many study circles have been established in major
mosques of Al-Riyadh. When Sh. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais
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was a student, the study circle of Sh. Allamah Abdul Aziz
bin Baz was well known in Deerah Mosque. Students from
every comer of Al-Riyadh came there to leam Tafseer, Hadith
and Figh and enlighten their hearts. Sh. Abdul Rahman
As-Sudais acquired a rich share from these assemblies of
knowledge. The great teachers from whom he benefitted,
included Allamah Abdul Razzaq Afifi, Dr. Salih Al-Fawzan,
Sh. Abdul Rahman Al-Barak and Sh. Abdul Aziz Al-Rajihi.

The contribution of teachersis very significantin building
the character of a scholarly person. For most readers living
outside Saudi Arabia, the above-mentioned teachers would
probably be unknown but to the people who reside in Saudi
Arabia and take a keen interest in religious learning, these
personalities are well known and have a great status in
scholarly ranks.

Thus, the knowledge of Sh. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais
was nurtured and raised to maturity. Oratory became
his second nature and eloquent words and phrases were
constantly on his lips. Fie began to give the Jumu'ah
Sermon in major mosques of Al-Riyadh. Thereafter, he was
appointed "Khateeb" at a famous mosque of Al-Riyadh
named after his teacher Sh. Abdul Rahman Afifi. Along with
this, he started teaching at the College of SharTah. Flowever,
in addition to these honours, a higher position and greater
award was to follow.

Sh. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais was appointed Imam and
Khateeb of the Floly Mosque of Makkah, in 1984 C.E., and to
this day, remains at this prestigious post. During his tenure,
every year, he has the privilege of leading the Taraweeh
prayers in the month of Ramadan. He recited the Holy
Qur'aan in Haram Sharif (the Holy Mosque) along with
other Imams many times, especially with His Eminence
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Saud al-Shuraym. Allah alone knows how many people
have converted to Islam after hearing his rousing and
evocative voice. Many people have memorized the Holy
Qur'aan by means of his cassettes.

He started his "imamat" (i.e., leadership in prayer) with
the Asr prayer of Sha'ban 22, 1404 AH. After three weeks,
in Ramadan 15, 1404 AH, he delivered his first Jumu'ah
sermon, in the Holy Mosque in Makkah. Along with the
"imamat" and "Khitabat" (i.e. oratory) of the Holy Mosque
he continued teaching. He was awarded his Master's degree
in Islamic Jurisprudence in 1408 AH, from Imam Saud
University, Al-Riyadh. After this he began teaching students
of the Law College at Jami'ah Umm al-Qura. During his
academic tenure, he wrote his Ph.D thesis and in 1996 C.E.
he received his Ph.D degree in Islamic Jurisprudence, from
Umm al-Qura University, with distinction.

Dr. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais is one of those personalities
selected for the propagation of Islam. Another honour was
bestowed upon him when he was appointed as a teacher
in the courtyard of the Holy Mosque to teach visitors after
the Maghrib Prayer. He lectured on the topics of Faith,
Jurisprudence, Tafseer and Hadith and gave satisfactory
answers to the people's questions. He is a compassionate
father of four sons, leading a very busy and fulfilled life.

Famous people from across the world, whether rulers or
the ruled, political leaders or social workers, men of learning
or religious scholars, all cordially wish to shake hands with
this grand personality.

In 2005 C.E. an organisation in Dubai chose him as the
Islamic personality of the year, where he was declared the

most distinguished person with respect to Islam and the
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Holy Qur'aan and presented an award. Sh. As-Sudais is
as modest as he is distinguished, which is a sign of great
men that they deem it better to bow down with the burden
of Allah's benevolences, despite fame, honour and glory
spreading far and wide.

This writer is fortunate that His Eminence knows
Darussalam and me personally. One day his secretary Abdul
Aziz Ansari phoned me and said that Sh. Abdul Rahman
As-Sudais was conveying Salaam to me and expressing the
wish that Darussalam should publish the translation of his
book (ii*ui vu-n , which is an abridged form of the
collection of his Sermons delivered in the Holy Mosque, in
various languages.

The extent of the hard work that Sh. Abdul Rahman As-
Sudais invests in preparation of the Jumu'ah Sermons can
be guessed from the following incident. A famous scholar
of Kuwait, Dr. Muhammad Al-Audi narrates: "Once when
Sh. Abdul Rahman came to visit Kuwait | had a meeting
with him. | saw in his personality an excellent example of
modesty, wisdom, knowledge and practice. In the meantime,
he gifted me a copy of his book ( ) and said:
‘When | prepare my sermon for the Holy Mosque, | do so
considering it a great mission. | stop meeting people one
or two days before Jumu'ah so that | may do justice to the
topic, paying full attention and with complete concentration,
and collect the most authentic information about it because
I know that this is the place where the Prophet of Allah had
stood to address all the Muslims of the world.™

Dr. Muhammad Al-Audi says, "There is a lesson and
invaluable advice in Sh. Abdul Rahman As-Sudais' words
for those speakers who have no clue about the topic of the
Jumu'ah sermon and its preparation, till ten a.m on Friday
morning."
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Dear readers, it is certainly an honour for me and for
Darussalam that we published his Khutbat-e-Haram in
Urdu, and now we are producing the same in English. | have
listened to many of his speeches and sermons myself, and his
faith-boosting sermons are a valuable medium of attaining
salvation both in this world and the Hereafter. His approach
is very firm and he has full command over the tenets and
principles of various religions and creeds. He can quote
thousands of Arabic couplets with ease, and his voice is so
beautiful and clear that even non-Arabs easily understand
his Arabic sermons. | happened to attend the Night Prayer
Gjji fui) and Khatm al-Qur'aan Du'a many times under
his leadership. It is indeed a divine gift that even hours of
recitation and supplication do not cause his voice to waver. His
resounding and enlivening voice retains the same splendour
of its early years, despite the passage of time.

This auspicious book has been translated into English
by Nasiruddin al-Khattab May Allah Almighty bestow His
countless bounties upon all the brothers who took part in
the preparation of this book at every stage.

Servant of the Holy Qur'aan & Sunnah
Abdul Malik Mujahid

Managing Director

Darussalam, Al-Riyadh.

Saudi Arabia

EO
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All praise is due to Allah Alone, Who affirmed His Book
and explained His narration well. | praise Him Alone and
offer my thanks only to Him. | repent only before Him and
seek His forgiveness. Only He has gifted the faculty of
speech to the tongue.

May Allah shower His blessings and peace on the Holy
Prophet (iH) who adorned the pulpit and accomplished
oratory in its rightful manner, on his noble Companions,
who showed the most refined example of call and oratory,
and on all the people destined to come up to the Day of
Judgment, who follow in their footsteps.

In Islam, oratory is a sublime profession and the Shari'ah
has given it a special importance. Islam has attached to it a
very lofty position because the art of oratory carries a specific
importance in calling to the religion and Islamic preaching.
Our Holy Prophet Muhammad (S) was the Imam of orators
and the best example for them. Allah gifted him the art of
comprehensive speech, such that he conveyed all-inclusive
meanings with the minimum words.

Allah gave him superiority over the Arabs and non-
Arabs in eloquence and rhetoric. He once said, "Certainly
some statements have a magical effect.”

A poet has rightly said:
"He had a magical effect in his conversation.

If he conversed long, none felt boredom.
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If he spoke a little,

the listener longed in exclamation that he might utter
more."

This golden chain of oratory, likewise, continued being
transferred to our predecessors, from one to another, so that
we have received traces of it. Today, with the help of modem
means like the internet, ideas can travel quickly over long
distances as if we were residing in the same locality, so the
responsibilities of orators have increased manifold.

Muslims attend this weekly divine congregation
voluntarily and zealously, so a Khateeb (i.e. orator) should
prepare his speech properly according to the topic and
arrange his ideas in the best possible manner. He should
talk in a pleasing way and suggest solutions to the problems
of the Muslim Ummah. He should find a balm that heals
wounds so that this weekly congregation becomes beneficial.
This means that a Khateeb is like a physician who diagnoses
social ailments, pinpoints their causes and wisely suggests
the right cure. For correct diagnosis and cure, he should
bear in mind the best example of the Holy Prophet (0)
because only the Prophet's model provides a moderate and
balanced way of life. A Khateeb should utter such words in
his sermon that join the people's hearts and unify spirits, so
that such rifts do not emerge among them that shatter the
very framework of society.

Certainly, the wise Khateeb is the one who comprehends
his status and responsibilities and respects the feelings
of the audience, because oratory would be beneficial
only when you meet its demands. Your oratory should
have depth and authority. Introduction of the sermon,
explanation of basic points of the topic and proficiency of

E9
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necessary elements. If every Khateeb were to bear in mind
the blessed example of the Holy Prophet (®) and acquire
the required proficiency by emulating him, our oratory
would meet the demands of the present age. If Khateebs
had acted this way, perhaps their position would have been
far better than the present one because the pulpit has a
special, influential status in the realm of the Islamic call and
preaching. Presently, in spite of the abundant resources of
mass media and communications, the Jumu'ah sermon has
its own prominence and importance because it is a religious
duty. The Jumu'ah sermon has a distinct honour such that
during its delivery, any useless talk, unnecessary gesture,
even quieting one's adjacent companion is prohibited. No
other sermon or stage carries such distinction.

Dear readers, it was a blessed moment of happiness for
me, when some time ago, the first collection of my Jumu'ah
sermons (j 9> mil As-Safar ul-Awwal ), which had been
delivered in the Holy Mosque of Makkah, appeared with
the title of n S0*i,..kd (Kawkabah al-
Khutub al-Muneefah min Minbar al-Ka'bah al-Shareefah). It
was produced in a beautiful and meaningful format for the
readers who were keen to study it. This collection contains
my sermons spanning a quarter of a century. These sermons
were delivered mainly from the pulpit of the Holy Mosque
of Makkah. | thank Allah (the Great and the Almighty) for
this success, because without His special Grace this work
would have been impossible. It is a matter of satisfaction
for me that the honourable readers have expressed their
approval of this collection and admired it very much. All
praise and thanks belong to Allah Alone!

Thisbookwaswellreceived, especially inacademiccircles
and by those who work in the field of call and preaching. By
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and by those who work in the field of call and preaching. By
the Grace of Allah, it also gained wide circulation. A large
number of Imams and Khateebs benefited from it, through
mosques and Islamic centers spread within and outside this
country, across the Muslim world. May Allah bestow upon
them sincerity in this practice. The approval of the readers
encouraged me to contemplate printing and publishing its
second part, if Allah wills!

One of the opinions forwarded by the honourable readers
and patrons was that this collection should be published in
abridged form so that it might be beneficial for the Muslim
masses. It was suggested that parts of this collection, which
consists of 50 sermons and 12 chapters, be assembled in the
form of 19 sermons. One or two sermons of every chapter
should be included in it, which meets the purpose of the book
and its distribution should also be feasible so that people
may find it easy to study in the current age of preoccupation
and engagements. | was pleased with this proposal from my
friends and well-wishers, so | consented to it and named
this short collection (Kawkabah-al-Kawkabah).
This collection is being published in English with the title of
Khutbat Haram. | hope that this name will fully embody the
qualities of this collection.

I present this collection to the readers and pray that Allah
(the Great and the Almighty) grants it public approval and
acceptance like the original book, or even greater. On this
occasion, | am thankful to all the friends who cooperated in
any form, starting from its preparation to its distribution.
May Allah give them all a goodly reward! May He make
this endeavour of mine useful in the fields of knowledge,
Islamic call and preaching and make it a means for
enhancing courage and awakening an urge for action. |

7
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hope the readers will remember me in their supplications
and inform me of their suggestions and recommendations. |
do not claim any achievement in it. In short, | have tried my
best to present it with all its apparent and intrinsic beauties.
Grace is only from Allah! I trust only Him and refer only to
Him.

A poet says:

Siisl 8 L-p I

N
O reader! If it carries some accordance in words and
meanings, do not reject it but honour it with your approval.
If you see some fault, ignore it because Allah Alone is
Flawless, High and Sublime.

May Allah bestow upon us the wealth of beneficial
knowledge and righteous actions, grant us success and
welfare of both the worlds, and shower His blessings and
forgiveness on our parents, honourable teachers, relatives
and all our friends.

4U j <quU @ b
o 5 i Qs
The Author,

Al-Makkah al-Mukarramah
25/Zul-Qa'dah 1426 H
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Qur'aan enlightening book of Allah

Praise be to Allah

“Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong, i.e. this
Quraan) to His slave (Muhammad M) that he may be a warner

to the ‘Aalameen (mankind and jinns)" [al-Furgaan 25:1],

| praise Him, may He be exalted, and | give thanks to Him.
He has made the Qur*aan

Q\ T < S

‘as an exposition of everything, a guidance, a mercy, and
glad tidings for those who have submitted themselves (to
Allah as Muslims)” [an-Nahl 16 89]. And | bear witness
that there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone,
with no partner or associate; He sent down His Book as
guidance to the worlds, as a mercy to the believers, and
as healing for that which is in the hearts of all people.
And | bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and His
Messenger, whose character embodied the Qur‘aan; he
regarded as permissible what it permitted, and regarded
asforbidden what itforbade; he acted upon its clear verses
and believed in those verses that are not entirely clear.
May Allah send many blessings and much peace upon
him and upon his Family and Companions who followed
his path and walked in his footsteps and adhered to his
guidance, thus they were honoured and prevailed, and
they gained authority and led, and upon those who follow
their guidance and adhere to their path until the Day of
Judgement.
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brothers in Islam, O Ummah of the Qur'aan,
O fear Allah, may He be exalted, as He should
be feared!

O slaves of Allah,

“Indeed Allah conferred a great favour on the believers
when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) from
among themselves” [Aal imraan 3:164].

He sent down to him the best of Books, for the best
nation brought forth, for humankind, to guide them to the
straightest of paths and the most guided of ways, to bring
them forth from darkness into light by Allah's leave. It (the
Qur'aan) is the refuge in times of turmoil, the saviour in
times of calamity and trials.

Init- O slaves of Allah - are stories of what came before
you, news of what will come after you and rulings on the
matters among you. It is decisive and not something to be
taken in jest. No tyrant abandons it but Allah will destroy
him. Whoever seeks guidance from anything other than it,
Allah will cause him to go astray. Whoever seeks honour in
anything other than it, Allah will humiliate him. Whoever
seeks help and supportwithout turning to it for judgement,
Allah will cause him to be brought low. It is the strong rope
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of Allah and the straight path. It cannot be crooked such
that it would need to be straightened. Whims and desires
cannot distort it; it is easy to recite and will never become
worn out by constant recitation. People of knowledge
never have their fill of it, and its wonders never cease.

Those who speak in accordance with it speak the truth;
those who judge in accordance with it are fair and just;
those who act in accordance with it will be rewarded; those
who call to it will be guided to the straight path. Allah has
promised that the one who reads it and acts in accordance
with what is in it will not go astray in this world and will
not be doomed in the Hereafter, as was narrated in a report
from Ibn 'Abbaas AR1Whoever ignores it, forsakes it and
turns away from it will be a loser in this world and in the
Hereafter, and that is a clear loss.

Allah says:

oA\ \ A
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"(Allah) said: 'Get you down (from Paradise to the earth),
both of you, together, some of you are an enemy to
some others. Then if there comes to you guidance from
Me, then whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go
astray, nor fall into distress and misery/But whosoever
turns away from My Reminder (i.e. neither believes in
this Qur'aan nor acts on its orders, etc.) verily, for him

1 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah, 13/371, 372; at-Tabari in his Tafseer,
8/469; al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak, 27381
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is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on
the Day of Resurrection. 'He will say: '0 my Lord! Why
have you raised me up blind, while I'had sight (before)?
'(Allah) will say: 'Like this, Our Aayaat (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) came unto you,
but you disregarded them (i.e. you left them, did not
think deeply in them, and you turned away from them),
and so this Day, you will be neglected (in the Hell-fire,
away from Allah's Mercy). 'And thus do We requite him
who transgresses beyond bounds (i.e. commits the great
sins and disobeys his Lord (Allah) and believes not in His
Messengers, and His revealed Books, like this Qur'aan,
etc.), and believes not in the Aayaat (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of his Lord, and
the torment ofthe Hereafter isfar more severe and more
lasting." [Ta-Ha 20:123-127]

The Prophet Msaid in his khutbah (sermon) in the year of
the Farewell Pilgrimage:

C4J 0~ 0 s DII)I &\Lc))gsl i* “OD 'l.“-u/\s é cr;}s;]’\ J))

"l have left among you that after which you will never go
astray ifyou cling to it: the Book ofAllah."1

Allah m reminded His slaves of the blessing He
bestowed upon them when He revealed this great Book.
He M says:

"0 mankind! There has come to you a good advice from
Yout Lord (ie. the Quraan, ordering all that is good and
orbidding all that is evil), and a healing for that (disease

1 Narrated from the Hadeeth of Jaabir ibn 'Abdullah 4®by Muslim,
1218; Abu Dawood, 1905; Ibn Maajah, 3074
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of ignorance, doubt, hypocrisy and differences, etc.) in
your breasts, - aguidance and a mercy (explaining lawful
and unlawful things, etc.) for the believers" [Yoonus 10:57]

7 quL. " il e S—"7 X

"And We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur'aan)
as an exposition of everything, a guidance, a mercy, and
glad tidings for those who have submitted themselves
(to Allah as Muslims)" [an-/Vah/16:89)

» A S e 98 ~ NV

"0 people ofthe Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Now has
come to you Our Messenger (Muhammad , may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) explaining to you
much of that which you used to hide from the Scripture
and passing over (.e. leaving out without explaining)
much. Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light
(Prophet Muhammad M) and a plain Book (this Qur'aan).
Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His Good
Pleasure to ways of peace, and He brings them out of
darkness by His Will unto light and guides them to a
Straight Way (Islamic Monotheism"[al-Maa’idah 5:15-16].

And Allah $g says:

"0 mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing
proof (Prophet Muhammad , may peace and blessings
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of Allah be upon him) from your Lord, and We sent down
to you a manifest light (this Qur'aan). So, as for those
who believed in Allah and held fastto Him, He will admit
them to His Mercy and Grace (i.e. Paradise), and guide
them to Himself by a Straight Path" [an-Nisa'4: 174-175],

A LI UApft ljcp) L i)0  la— WAtft J

"Verily, this Qur'aan guides to that which is most just
and right and gives glad tidings to the believers (in the
Oneness of Allah and His Messenger, Muhammad , may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, etc.). who
work deeds of righteousness, that they shall have a great
reward (Paradise)" [al-Isra’ 17:9],

~ ouLlai'Vj i »

"And We send down from the Quraan that which
s a healing and a mercy to those who believe (in
Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and it increases the
Zaalimoon (polytheists and wrong-doers) nothing but
loss" [al-Isra’ 17:82],

fej\il* v -_sAaiyll* Z Isftlift 37

"Say. It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing.
And as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness
(deafness) in their ears, and it (the Qur'aan) is blindness
for them" [Fussilat 41:44],

The verses that speak of this are numerous and well-
known to everyone who reads the Book of Allah with focus
and presence of mind. This was the practice of the righteous,
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the early generations - may Allah have mercy on them and
be pleased with them - those who, when they learned ten
verses of it, would not move on until they had understood
their meaning and acted upon their implications. Thus, they
acquired knowledge and acted upon it, as was narrated
from 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ood -A.1They are the ones who
received its commands and prohibitions, and hastened to
obey them without any hesitation or compromise. They
are the elite who received the Qur'aan and read it out of
their belief that it was the words of Allah $f addressed
to them, spoken on the lips of His Messenger M- Hence,
they carried the banner

of the Qur'aan in word

and deed, terrifying the

enemies of Allah and

spreading justice and

peace on Allah's earth.

"They brought forth the

people from the worship

of people to the worship

of the Lord of people, from the constraints of this life to the
abundance of this life and the Hereafter, from the injustice
of religions to the justice of Islam,"2and thus they attained
good and happiness for all humanity.

Brothers in Islam, today we are living in a time in which
thereisagreatdeal ofturmoil and trials arecoming in waves,
one after another. Whims and desires are in control and
there is a great deal of doubt. There are numerous problems
and challenges, and many people are calling to innovations
1 See: Musnad Ahmad, 5/410; Tafseer at-Tabari, 1/60
2 These are the words of the great Sahaabi (Companion) Rib'i ibn

'Aamir Mrto Rustam the ruler of Persiabefore the battle of al-Qaadis-
iyyah. See: al-Bidaayah wa'n-Nihaayah, 9/622
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and evils. There is no way to escape all this, no efforts will
be of any avail, there will be no certainty, consolation or
hope, no victory or safety from punishment, steadfastness
of belief and no prominence and achievements, unless all
the Muslims - rulers and ruled, peoples and states, young
and old, men and women, scholars and common folk -
focus completely on the Book of Allah

They should focus with all their faculties, hearts and
minds, on the Book of Allah, reciting it and pondering it,
learning it and teaching it, acting upon itand implementing
it. It is the fresh spring that will never run dry or stagnate,
the abundant treasure that only increases in quality and
guantity by spending; repeated recitation only increases it
in sweetness and beauty. However, its treasures can only
be bestowed upon the one who turns to it with all his heart
and lends his ears to it with complete focus.

O Muslims, in these times many people have turned
away from the Qur'aan and kept a distance from it,
whoever ponders the life of many of them will find that
their life has no connection to the Qur'aan whatsoever -
Allah's refuge is sought. How many actions and attitudes
we see that are contrary to it and how many duties have
been neglected!

O slaves of Allah, Subhaan Allah, where do the Muslims
stand today with regard to this great Qur‘aan? Where are
the youth of the Ummah with regard to this noble Book?
Many of them have exchanged what is better for that which
is lower (cf. 2:61). Laa hawla wa laa quwwata ilia Billaah (there
is no power and no strength except with Allah)! Where are
the women with regard to the teachings of the Qur'aan,
which encourages hijaab and adherence to modesty and
covering, and warns against wanton display, unveiling and
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free mixing? Where is the ruling of the Qur'aan concerning
all aspects of life?

The reality is - O slaves of Allah - that the words of
Allah are applicable to these people:

"And the Messenger (Muhammad , may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) will say: '0 my Lord!
Verily, my people deserted this Quraan (neither listened
to it, nor acted on its laws and orders)"[al-Furgaan 25:30).

Deserting the Qur'aan, as the great scholar Ibn al-
Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "...includes
neglecting to listen to it and believing in it, and neglecting to
adhere to what it permits and forbids, even if one recites it
and believes in it, and neglecting to refer to it forjudgement
in all matters of religion, major and minor, and neglecting
to seek to understand it, neglecting to understand the
meanings intended by Allah by it, and neglecting to seek
healing from it for all diseases of the heart (i.e., spiritual
maladies)."1

Unfortunately, all these ways of deserting or neglecting
the Qur'aan are to be found among people today.

Those who read the Book of Allah yet persist in going
against it and even add to the religion of Allah things that
are not part of it, such as innovations and newly invented
matters, are not truly believers in it - even if they claim
one thousand times that they are and even if they have
been reading it for their entire lives. What about those who
persistin dealing in haraam (unlawful) things, who indulge
in immoral actions and evil deeds such as zina (unlawful

al-Fawan'id by Ibn al-Qayyim, p. 82

fEI
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sexual relations), Riba (usury), killing souls unlawfully,
theft, deceit, wrongdoing, lying, backbiting, malicious
gossip, saying and doing bad things, and other Haraam
achons? How far are they from belief in the Qur'aan! What
about those who ignore obligatory duties and are heedless
of things they are enjoined to do such as prayer, Zakaah
(obligatory charity), honouring parents, upholding ties of
kinship and being kind to the poor and needy? How far are
they from belief in the Qur'aan!

These people who listen to the Qur'aan or read it,
and turn away from implementing it are among those
mentioned in the verse in which Allah M says:

n iy} ) n

“But whosoever turns away from My Reminder (i.e. ne|ther
believes in this Qur'aan nor acts on its orders, etc.) verily
for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blin

on the Day of Resurrection” [Ta-Ha 20:124].

How unfortunate they are to resemble those of whom
Allah says:

“[they] say: ‘We hear fyour word (O Muhammad , may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and d|sobey

[an-Nisa’ 4:46],

To the Qur'aan, to the Qur'aan, O slaves of Allah! Let
us drink from its spring to quench our thirst and attain
happiness in this world and in the Hereafter:

“Has not the time come for the hearts of those who
believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) to
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be affected by Allah’s Reminder (this Quraan), and that
which has been revealed of the truth?” [al-Hadeed 57:16).

Aroothu billaahi min ash-Shaytaan ir-rajeem
(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan)

"Verily, this Qur'aan guides to that which is most just

and right and gives glad tidings to the believers (in

the Oneness of Allah and His Messenger, Muhammad

, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, etc.).

who work deeds of righteousness, that they shall have

a great reward (Paradise). And that those who believe

not in the Hereafter (i.e. they dishelieve that they will be

recompensed for what they did in this world, good or
bad, etc.), for them We have prepared a painful torment

(Hell)" [al-Isra’ 17:9-10].

O Allah, make the Qur'aan the joy and light of our
hearts, that relieves our sorrows and takes away our
worries and stress. O Lord of the worlds, O Allah, make
us among the people of the Qur'aan who are Your people
and Your chosen ones, O Possessor of majesty and honour.

0 Allah, clothe us [in Paradise] by means of it, cause
us to dwell in cool shade by means of it, increase us in
blessings by means of it, protect us from calamities by
means of it, O Most Merciful of those who show mercy.

1say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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"Allthe praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down
to His slave (Muhammad , may peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) the Book (the Qur'aan), and has not
placed therein any crookedness.

(He has made it) Straight to give warning (to the
dishelievers) of a severe punishment from Him, and
to give glad tidings to the believers (in the Oneness of
Allah Islamic Monotheism), who work righteous deeds,
that they shall have a fair reward (i.e. Paradise)"[a/-Ka/7f
18:1-2),

| praise and thank Him; | bear witness that there is no
god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with no partner
or associate. He sent down al-Furgaan (the Criterion)
to His Slave so that he could be a warner to the worlds.
And | bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and His
Messenger, whose character was the Qur'aan. Allah sent
him as a guide, a bringer of glad tidings and a warner, a
caller to Allah by His leave, and a lamp spreading light
(cf 33:46). May Allah send many blessings and much
peace upon him and his Family and Companions, who did
not go beyond ten verses until they had learnt what they
contained ofknowledge and actions.1

This refers to the report of Ibn Mas'ood  which has been quoted
above (p. 40 of original)

M
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best of speech is the Book of Allah and the best
of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad M
The worst of matters are those which are newly
invented; every newly invented matter is an
mmm innovation and every innovation is a going

F ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that the

astray.

O slaves of Allah, prominence, leadership, honour,
dignity and victory in this world and in the Hereafter are
only for the bearers of the Book of Allah who act upon
it. This is what is indicated by the Book of Allah and the
Sunnah of His Messenger M- Imam Muslim (may Allah have
mercy on him) narrated from 'Umar  that the Prophet St
said:

~ e o sox oo a ~n e e w

“j 1 ;L <

"Allah raises some in status by means of this Book and He
lowers others by means ofit."1

Al-Bukhaari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated
that ‘Uthmaan 4a said that the Messenger of Allah Sl said:

"The best of you is the one who learns the Qur*aan and

1 Saheeh Muslim, 817
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teaches it.""1

It was narrated from Ibn '‘Umar 4=that the Prophet Msaid:
0 ON’EN i1J1 oUT jJ-j A~ \ \ 11~

cul i ALaall d'1 ~ sDI Jjjl ful

"There should be no envy except in two cases: a man to
whom Allah has given the Qur*aan, so he stands in prayer
(giyaam) reciting it during the night and during the day,
and a man to whom Allah has given wealth and he spends
it during the night and during the day."2

The Sunnah also mentioned the reward and status of the
bearers of the Book of Allah in the Hereafter and in this
world. It was narrated that Umaamah 4® said: | heard the
Messenger of Allah % say:

“Read the Qur'aan, for it will come on the Day of
Resurrection intercedingfor its companions."3

And it was narrated that 'Aa'ishah 4& said that the
Messenger of Allah % said:

jTj-dJl fjoL EQ\aoTj-SJLj
-of 4" o

"The one who is skilled in reciting Qur*aan will be with the
noble, honourable scribes and the one who recites Quraan
andfalters therein, andfinds it difficult, will have a double

1  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 5027
2 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 7529; Muslim, 815
3 Narrated by Ahmad, 5/249; Muslim, 804
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reward."1

It was narrated that Ilbn Mas'ood 4® said that the
Messenger of Allah M said:

[ A
4jiXs 4011 jLxs  L9S>- |
& x5 " N ls o- Cs'\ & x o "T 4t rfv", |, N, "of
jo=i ~ jojo=ly>-1jjil ] y > - <J~LglLIlol
"T/‘.O s'
iu>y~ (*?

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 4937; Muslim, 798; at-Tirmidhi, 2904
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"Whoever reads one letterfrom the Book ofAllah will earn
one good deed (hasanah) thereby, and one good deed brings
a tenfold reward. | do not say that Alif-Laam-Meem is a
letter, but Alifis a letter, Laam is a letter and Meem is a
letter."1

It was narrated from 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn al-'Aas A-
that the Prophet Msaid:

y 3jj i anje2 A\ jiil did>
a . — SO0 os $

aljij 41 1 AU

"It will be said to the companion of the Qur'aan: 'Read
and rise; recite as you used to recite in the world, for your
status will be according to the last verse you recite.""'2

What a great blessing it is, O Muslims, and what a great
reward it brings! No one ignores it but the one who is
heedless. That - by Allah - is true happiness and success.
True success and happiness is not to be found in the
accumulation of insignificant worldly things or in boasting
about cars or fine food and drink or houses or furniture.

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and adhere to the Book
of your Lord. Come to the Qur'aan O Ummah of Islam,
and take it as the basis for your life in all your affairs. In
this way, you will be able to restore your former glory and
honour and reclaim your lost Jerusalem.

"And for Allah that is not hard or difficult." [lbraaheem
14:20]

1 Narrated by at-Tirmidhi. 2920; al-Haakim, 1/555, 566
2 Narrated by Ahmad, 2/192; Abu Dawood, 1464; at-Tirmidhi, 2814

19



"And ifyou turn away (from Islam and the obedience of
Allah), He will exchange you for some other people, and
they will not be your likes" [Muhammad 47:38],

Pray and send blessings - may Allah have mercy on
you - upon the best Prophet to whom He revealed His
best Book, your Prophet the chosen one, as enjoined by the
Almighty, the Giver.

Allah M says:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaat on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaab
33:56),
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The Best Nourishment is Useful Knowledge

The Best Nourishment is Useful

Praise be to Allah, we praise Him and seek His help, His
guidance and Hisforgiveness. We repent to Him and we
seek refuge with Allahfrom the evil of our own souls and
from our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides will never
be led astray, and whomsoever Allah leaves astray, no one
can guide. | bear witness that there is no god worthy of
worship but Allah alone, with no partner or associate; He
raised the status ofknowledge and held its people in high
esteem. And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad
is His Slave and His Messenger, may Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and bless him and his Family and
Companions and the Taabi‘een (generation following
the Companions), who by virtue of their knowledge and
deeds were beaconsfor those whofollow their path and an
examplefor all people, and upon those whofollow them in

truth until the Day ofJudgement.

eh
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Muslims, fear Allah, may He be blessed and

exalted, for fear of Allah is a means of
O attaining knowledge, which is the way to

salvation, by Allah's leave. Allah M says:

A Gli} ImCiil fiLj |

(ffe. ~

‘0 you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will
grant you Furgaan (a criterion to judge between right and

wrong)” [al-Anfaal 8:29] i.e.,

knowledge by means of
which you may understand
realities and distinguish
between truth and
falsehood.1

O slaves of Allah, there
can be no doubt concerning
the fact that knowledge
is an honour, light and
virtue, and ighorance is
evil, calamity and shame.
Beneficial knowledge is the

1 See: Miftaah Dar as-Sa'aadah,
1/519; Tayseer al-Kareem ar-
Rahmaan by al-'Allaamah as-
Sa'di, 1/243, commentary on
Soorat al-Bngarah, v. 282

If yOU obey and
fear Allah He

will grant you

S/Naraaali
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basis and source of good characteristics and behaviour.
Ignorance is the cause of bad characteristics and one of
the main reasons for them. Knowledge is the sweetest of
springs, for by means of beneficial knowledge individuals
and societies build and develop glorious civilisations,
whereas ignorance shakes the foundations of civilisation
and causes cracks to develop in its lofty structures, which
may cause humankind to end up in ruin. As knowledge
has such a lofty status and honourable position, our
religion encourages us to pursue knowledge and find ways
of seeking it. Following the ways that lead to beneficial
knowledge is the path that leads to admission to Paradise,
by Allah's leave.

It is narrated in a Saheeh report that the Messenger of
Allah M said:

> xotf A f s o0s

TWifa<arau " aldip L I

“Whoeverfollows a path seeking knowledge thereby, Allah
will make a path to Paradise easyfor him™1

The command to read was the first resounding call
given by Islam, to highlight the value of knowledge
and the esteem in which it is held, and to form the
psychological foundations of this Ummah and set up the
basis for its civilisation and the causes of its prosperity and
development. This foundation is knowledge of the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah (tradition) of His Messenger M, and
knowledge of everything the Muslim Ummah needs in its
efforts, so that its development may reach a level that is
compatible with the current era whilst also adhering to the

1 Narrated by Muslim, 2699, from the Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah 4®
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fundamentals of its beliefs and teachings of its religion.

O Ummah of Islam, how many verses of the Book of
Allah speak of this important matter! Have you not read
the verses in which Allah % says:

"Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed
unto you (0 Muhammad , may peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) from your Lord is the truth be like
him who is blind?" [ar-Ra'd 13:19],

"and say: 'My Lord! Increase me in knowledge." [Ta-Ha
20:114]

"It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves
that fear Allah." [Faatir 35:28]

"Say. Are those who know equal to those who know
not?" [az-Zumar 39:9]

"Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and
those who have been granted knowledge"[al-Mujaadilah
58:11],

This is how your Messenger M, the first teacher, was. He
set a good example in this field. Thus, his Sunnah -in word
and deed - highlighted the exalted status of knowledge.



Our righteous forebears
- may Allah have mercy on
them - set the most brilliant
and marvellous example in
their keenness to acquire
knowledge. They travelled
vast distances through
wilderness and desert in
pursuit of knowledge until
they left behind a great
culture based on various
branches of knowledge, the
likes of which history had
never witnessed before.
During their era, the Islamic
civilisation produced books
containing knowledge that
reached the highest
in many fields. This was
achieved only with the help
of Allah 81 and then as the

result of their sincerity in

level

pursuing knowledge, which
was not tainted by worldly

ambition or materialistic
greed. Moreover, it
was based on sound
methodology, a serious

approach and persistence,
that should
be followed by seekers of
knowledge nowadays.

an example

The Best Nourishment is Useful Knowledge

DIFFERENT KIND OF KNOWLEDGE

E9
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O Ummah of knowledge and faith, the greatest calamity
that has befallen many Muslims today is ignorance of the
religion of Allah. This is the cause of all their problems and
troubles. When a person is ignorant, if he stays alive he is
of no account and if he dies, he is not missed. People do
not worship anything other than Allah or worship Allah by
means other than those that He prescribed, on the basis of
their own whims and desires, exceptas a result ofignorance
of the essence of Islam and its sublime fundamentals.

To sum up, every evil, calamity, mischief and malady in
the belief and worship, concepts and thoughts, behaviour
and attitudes of the Ummah stems from ignorance.
Whoever wants to strive for his own salvation, the path of
knowledge is the means of attaining that, by Allah's leave.

The most important knowledge that we should seek is
knowledge of the Book of Allah: recitation, memorisation,
pondering and understanding. Then we should seek
knowledge of the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah H:
soundness of narration, understanding the texts, and
putting them into practice. We should strive to deepen our
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knowledge of the religion of Allah, in the areas of belief
(*Ageedah), acts of worship, interactions with others, and the
like, so that the Muslim will have a proper understanding
of his religion and know what he is doing. Moreover it is
important to increase one's knowledge of the language
of the Holy Qur'aan, the classical Arabic language (Jus-
harn, which too many people have lost interest in and
have allowed other languages to compete with it. An
uncompromising and intense war is still being waged
against it and against its expressions, structure, poetry and
prose on the part of some people who hate it, but Allah is
protecting it, as He is protecting His religion and His Book.

Muslims today are in the utmost need of generations
who have sound knowledge of the important sciences
required by the Muslims, such as medicine, engineering,
economics and other fields connected to communal
obligations, so that they will be able to serve their religion
and be able to do without the help of others.

It is worth pointing out the necessity for a group of
Muslims to learn military sciences and the production of
machines of war, so that they will be able to keep up to date
and be able to defend their holy places and beliefs, as well
as all that they hold sacred. There should also be among
the Muslims those who pay attention to industrial sciences
and technical work so that the Muslims can complete and
acquire every branch of knowledge that is beneficial to
them and which will help them to develop themselves.

What is of utmost importance in every branch of
knowledge is sincerity to Allah in all efforts and using that
knowledge to serve Islam and the correct *Ageedah, and to
call others to Islam by means of it.
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We hope that the Muslim children and youth who are at
this time preparing for the new school year will understand
these important issues and this sublime message.

O sons of Islam, O seekers of knowledge, whom Allah
has honoured with the opportunity to learn from the
legacy of the Prophet % fear Allah M in your pursuit of
knowledge, strive hard in attaining Islamic knowledge.
Follow the proper path in understanding what you learn
and seek knowledge from those who are trustworthy.

O teachers, who are entrusted with the responsibility of
educating and teaching the apples of the Muslims' eyes,
fear Allah concerning them and remember that you are
responsible for them before Allah. So set a good example
to them of good character and righteousness. Strive hard to
instil in them proper Islamic knowledge and manners, for
your main task is to teach morals and manners before you
teach academics.

For those whom Allah has blessed with knowledge
and understanding, the scholars who are the heirs of the
Prophets, their duty is great: it is to convey and explain,
and teach the Muslims about matters of their religion. It is
their duty to restore Islamic knowledge to its proper, lofty
status and to revive the practice of holding study circles in
the mosques and schools, lest they expose themselves to
divine punishment for concealing knowledge.

This is a call to those who are entrusted with drawing
up curricula to teach Muslim boys and girls: they should
fear Allah concerning the children. They should satisfy
their need for Islamic knowledge, base their curricula
on the Qur'aan and Sunnah, and eliminate anything that
conflicts with our religion, values and principles, so that
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our schools, academies and universities will turn into
beacons of goodness and guidance, and places of sound
teaching and education.

Another call is addressed to parents and guardians of
students to understand the great importance of following
up on their children, checking on them and establishing a
strong connection between home and school so that there
will be real, constructive cooperation between them that
will help children to develop a strong character and gain a
solid education.

These, O Muslims, are a few simple guidelines
concerning this great mission. | hope that highlighting
them at the beginning of the new academic year will
motivate each of us to understand his role so that Muslim
societies will attain the pride, strength, power and glory
they are aiming for.

We ask Allah to bless all of us with beneficial knowledge
and righteous deeds, for He is the Most Generous and
Most Kind. | say these words of mine and | ask Allah to
forgive us and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for
forgiveness, for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah Who has taught by the pen, taught man
that which he knew not (cf. 96:4-5). | bear witness that there
is no god worthy ofworship but Allah, the Almighty, the
Most Generous. And | bear
witness that our Prophet
Muhammad is His Slave
and His Messenger, the
caller to the straight path.
May Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and his

Family and Companions.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and appreciate
the great value of knowledge. Strive as much
as you can to understand and increase your
knowledge of your religion, for “If Allah
intends good for a person, He causes him to
understand Islam.""1

Ask people of knowledge about anything you are not
certain of and fill your time with the pursuit of beneficial
knowledge. The pursuit of knowledge is not limited to
a particular age or stage of life, and it does not end with
being awarded a certificate.

Remember that you are living in a time when there is
no way to avoid or escape Fitnah (trials and tribulations)
except by equipping yourself with beneficial knowledge. If
the world is - praise be to Allah - witnessing a great Islamic
revival, that should be crowned with beneficial knowledge
so that this revival may proceed in the right direchon and
may be protected from deviation, by Allah's leave.

Similarly, those who are active in calling people to
Allah should have proper knowledge of that to which
they are calling people. The way to call people to Allah is
with wisdom and beautiful preaching so that there will be
nothing contrary to wisdom and there will be no preaching
that could lead to harm, which usually results from a lack
of in-depth knowledge.

1 A Hadeeth narrated by al-Bukhaari, 71; Muslim, 1037, from
Mu'aawiyah

HI
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One of the most dangerous phenomena in the field of
Da'wah (invitation to Islam) is that of pretending to have
knowledge when one does not. Some people do this when
they are not even halfway knowledgeable; this results
in their speaking audaciously about Allah and about
His Messenger issuing Fatwas (religious verdicts) and
criticising respectable scholars, all of which poses a great
danger to society.

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and learn that which will
benefit you. Acquire knowledge with action and call people
to Allah, all in a balanced manner without falling short or
going to extremes. This will result in immense benefits and
a great deal of good for everyone, by Allah's leave.

Send blessings and peace - may Allah have mercy on
you - on the best teacher of mankind, the chosen Prophet
and Messenger, as your Lord Menjoined you. Allah  says:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy,
etc.) onthe Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and hlessings
of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too (ask Allah to
bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe! Send your Salaat
on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad , may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), and (you should) greet
(salute) him with the Islamic way of greeting (salutation i.e.
As-Salaamu Alaikum)" \al-Ahzaab 33:561.
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The Heart of the Matter

The Heart of the

Praise be to Allah Who has blessed us with sound belief,
purified our hearts o fthefilth ofShirk (polytheism), idolatry
and atheism, and saved usfrom the pit of ignorance, evil
and corruption. I praise Him, may He be exalted, and give
thanks to Him; I repent to Him and seek Hisforgiveness.
Glorified be He far above all rivals, exalted be He above
having a spouse or offspring, and exalted be He above any
similarity to His slaves.

| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah alone, with no partner or associate, the testimony
of one who understands what it means and acts upon its
implications, one who is striving to do what is expected
of him. And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad
is the Slave of Allah and His Messenger, the leader of the
monotheists, the Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, the
guide to the straight path, the intercessor and the one whose
intercession will be accepted on the Day of Resurrection.
May Allah send blessings and peace upon him and upon
his Family and noble Companions, and upon the Taabi‘een
(generation following the Companions) and those who
follow them in truth until the Day ofJudgement.
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people, fear Allah your Lord; worship Him,
obey Him and affirm His Oneness, for there
is no God but He and you have no Lord other
than He; there is no one who is to be
worshipped except Him. If you want to enter
Paradise, aim to please the Most Merciful
and seek salvation from the Fire; then you
must affirm the Oneness of the Sovereign, the
Judge, keep your belief free of contamination,
and attain true servitude and faith.

Imam Muslim (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated
in his Saheeh from Jaabir 4~ that the Messenger of Allah M
said:

quU |
"Whoever meets Allah not associating (partners) with Him

will enter Paradise, and whoever meets Him associating
(partners) with Him will enter Hell."1

O slaves of Allah, the heart of the matter on which
those who call people to Allah, scholars, reformers and
Khateebs must focus is the issue on which the Messengers
and Prophets focused. It is the most important issue of

1  Snheeh Muslim, 93
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all, according to consensus. It is the basis of religion, the
foundation of the faith, the cornerstone of Islam. It is
for this that the Messengers were sent, the Books were
revealed and swords were unsheathed. It is on the basis of
this issue that loyalty and disavowal (al-wala® wa'l-bara‘),
withholding and giving, love and enmity, are determined.
It is on this basis that people are divided into two groups:
one group that will be in Paradise, namely the believers
who affirm the Oneness of Allah, and another group that
will be in Hell, namely the disbelievers and those who
associate others with Allah. This issue, O monotheists,
is the issue of 'Ageedah or belief in Allah the Lord of the
worlds, and in His Lordship, His Divinity and His Names
and Attributes.

3fflu/6aA3
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O monotheists, O bearers of "Ageedah, O guardians of
Islam, you will appreciate the extent of Allah's blessing of
this "Ageedah upon you, which is free of the contamination
of Shirk and idolatry and the taint of misguidance and
ignorance, when you examine history thoroughly and
ponder the situation of people before the merciful gift
of the advent of our beloved Prophet, Muhammad ibn
'Abdullah s&

O people of faith, O bearers of Tawheed, you will also
appreciate the blessing of this sound belief that Allah has
bestowed upon you when you are living in this era that
is filled with trials and confusion, and openness to other
ideologies, as the Muslims are coming into contact with
different thoughts and trends, and there have emerged
ideas and groups with sharply contrasting opinions and
views, and there are many different sources of ideas.
All of this has come sweeping like a flash flood, and
confusion and doubts have become overwhelming and
are influencing people to such an extent that many people
have become comfortably ensconced with them even when
they are contrary to the way of the early generations of this
Ummah (may Allah have mercy on them). Islam has been
taken as a mere slogan without basing it on the foundation
of sound belief.

Various sects of Muslims have started to become active
under various political umbrellas and many people have
been deceived by them, because that fulfils certain desires in
their hearts. There are other groups that discuss intellectual
issues and current affairs, and these groups have become
very popular and widely accepted. Yet other groups have
focused on asceticism (Zuhd) and exhortation, without
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basing their talk on sound *Ageedah and knowledge. Some
people have reached the point of despair, so they adopted
violence as a method and embraced Takfeer (denunciation
of opponents as Kaafirs) as a way of dealing with others.
And do not even ask about deviant Sufi Tareeqahs and other
groups that follow innovation and ignorance.

Is it not the duty of the people of Tawheed to be alert
and pay attention so that they will not fall into the trap
of misguided ideas or beliefs
that are contaminated with
misguided notions that stem
from myths, so thatthe light of
faith will not be extinguished
and the flower of Tawheed
will not fade away?

O brothers in faith,
tribulations have started to
come one after another and
are increasing in numbers.
The most damaging and
harmful of them are the
tribulations of the heart due to specious arguments that
may lead one away from the truth and tribulations of the
mind due to widespread misconceptions. This has caused
many to drift away from proper understanding of the
Oneness of Allah. Hence, we see groups of people who
think that belief in Tawheed means believing that there is
no creator but Allah and no provider but Allah, and that is
all there is to it, as if the people of the first Jaahiliyyah (pre-
Islamic era of ignorance) thought that there was more than
one creator or provider!
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If you ponder the attitude of these people, you will find
that their humility at graves and domed shrines is greater
than their humility before Allah - Allah's refuge is sought!
They ask the occupants of those graves and shrines to grant
them high status, to ward off hardship, to meet their needs
and heal the sick. They claim that this will help them to
attain what they seek and to reach high status; they think
that this will fulfil their needs and bring them blessings
and keep them safe from harm, as if Allah 31 has closed His
doors and will not respond to the needs of His creation.
Exalted be Allah far above what they say!

O brothers in faith, when Tawheed becomes weak in
people's hearts, they will be inclined to exaggerate respect
and glorification (of other humans), and they will not find
any comfort except in kissing hands and feet, and bowing
and touching garments. This is an ancient practice; those
who follow it are many and those who promote it are
numerous. And Allah is the One Whose help we seek.

O Ummah of Islam, Tawheed is the right of Allah over His
slaves. Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

s ~AjIl M
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= It is the right of Allah to be worshipped on the
basis of His clearinstructions, and not on the
basis of whims and desires,for thatis worship
of the Shaytaan.

e (It is Allah's right to be worshipped) without
associating anything with Him, and these twol
are the means of salvation.2

= No one will be saved from the wrath of Allah
and His Fire, except the one who follows these
two principles.

= Beyond that, everyone is either a Mushrik
(polytheist) who associates others with Him, or a
man who is following innovations, or both.3

e So be one who follows the path of truth and
faith.4

O Ummah of Tawheed, it is very important to pay
attention to the issue of Tawheed at a time when many
people have become ignorant of its true meaning and apply
it incorrectly. Tawheed is not just a matter of theoretical

1 i.e, worshipping Him on the basis of His clear instructions in the
Qur'aan and Sunnah, and worshipping Him alone with no partner
or associate.

2 an-Nooniyyah, 250

3 an-Nooniyyah, 35

4 an-Nooniyyah, 219
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knowledgel nor is it limited to belief in the heart only2
How could the one who believes that there is someone
other than Allah running and managing the affairs of this
world profess Tawheed? Shirk concerning everything - even
the Lordship of Allah - can be found in our strange times,
and there are even people who fall into this type of Shirk
and actively promote it! As for associating others with
Allah in worship (Shirk al-‘ibaadah), there is a great deal of
it. Look to your right and to your left and you will see some
very bizarre and strange things.

This is a matter that the common folk should pay
attention to, notjust the elite. Where is the space for 'Acjeedah
in the Da'wah books that are currently in circulation? The
Muslim who is concerned about Islam would look at the
world around him and ask: how much do the people of
truth strive to support the truth they have? International
conflicts stem from ideological roots.

The Zionists in Palestine and elsewhere are striving to
destroy the Ummah of Islam and to establish a state that is
based on their distorted Torah and their so-called Talmud.

The Crusaders are trying hard to promote their false
gospel; their actions in Yugoslavia and in Africa serve as
evidence of their efforts and plots against Islam and its
people.

The idol worshippers in Kashmir, India and elsewhere
are striving to serve their idols and so-called gods and we
see the grave worshippers and others (striving to serve
their own causes).

1 as was suggested by al-Jahm ibn Safwaan and those who followed
him. See Sharh al-"Ageedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, p. 460-462, 796

2  as was suggested by Abu Mansoor at-Taamireedi and those who
followed him. See Sharh al-*Aqgeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, p. 459-462
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Then the Muslim who truly cares about Islam looks again
at the condition of the Muslim Ummah and is astounded to
see aberrations such as hateful divisions, when their belief
is one.

Why doesn'tthe Muslim Ummah unite on the way of their
righteous forebears and cast aside their whims, desires, and
practices that are contrary to it? Is this not blind following
of people and local customs? These influences should not
have any impact on us and we should not look at things
on this basis. What matters is the soundness of *Ageedah
regardless of race, colour, tribe or country of origin. We
must examine everything that is in circulation, everything
we hear of Fatwas and ideas, for the truth is clear and what
matters are facts and realities, not what things are called.
We must focus on Tawheed in worship and on the Tawheed
of the Divine Names and Attributes. We are seeing an
all-out ideological war in which there is no let up. On the
other hand, we see compromises and defeatism on the
part of some believers, and a sense of humiliation and an
inclination to follow others.

Our ‘"Ageedah must be based completely on the
methodology of our righteous forebears, may Allah have
mercy on them.

Some people have been misguided in some areas of
*Ageedah, some with regard to Tawheed of worship, and
others with regard to the Divine Names and Attributes,
or with regard to issues of allegiance and leadership, and
hearing and obeying the Muslim rulers. There is a group
that thinks that focusing on *Ageedah causes division among
the Muslims, creates friction between them and weakens
their unity. This is an obviously false argument. Can the
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one who promotes the most fundamental idea and fights
every alien belief that has crept in be regarded as the one
who is unsheathing aweapon of division, or is it those who
follow whims and desires,

"Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into
sects(all kinds of religious sects), you( 0 Muhammad M)"
have no concern in the least. Their affair is only whtih
Allah, Who then will tell them what they used to do.jal-
An‘'am 6:159],

who are doing that?

They are divided into groups and every group has its
own “Ameer al-Mu'mineen” and Minbar (pulpit), as the poet
said.

*Ageedah brings people together whereas whims and
desires divide people; "Ageedah unites people whereas false
ideas drive them apart.

Some people feel unhappy and are put off when this
issue is mentioned, and they say that there is no more
Shirk among this Ummah. They think that paying attention
to other matters is more important than this, but this
mentality is nothing new. There is the fear that it is akin to
what Allah said concerning them:

"And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts ofthose
who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust
(from the Oneness of Allah)" [az-Zumar 39:45],
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O Muslims, focusing on this matter is, by Allah, the very
essence of love and compassion for fellow Muslims so that
they may follow the straight path and attain Paradise. It
is not a sign of tribalism or regionalism; the truth is more
deserving of being followed. We are living at a time when
the truth must be declared in an unambiguous manner
and it does no good to overlook or accept random ideas
cobbled together.

The duty of those who follow the sound *Ageedah is to
do their utmost to promote it, adhere to it and raise the
new generation to follow it.

O Muslims, focus on your ‘Ageedah, learn it, teach it,
promote it and apply it. Learn it from the devoted scholars
and do not accept criticism of them by those who seek to
misguide people. Remember that the enemy who has the
most severe impact is the one who sets up barriers between
us and our ‘Ageedah, which is the source of our glory,
victory and strength. Be patient with regard to rumours
that are spread against you for, by Allah, they are weaker
than the web woven by the spider.

O you who have drifted away from the true concept
of Tawheed and from the Sunnah of the Chosen Prophet,
come back, for Tawheed is a concept for everyone and the
Sunnah is for everyone who loves the Prophet it and seeks
to follow his guidance. Beware of whims and desires and
those who follow them, for they are callers to the Fire -
Allah's refuge is sought.

O Ummabh of Islam, we have to unite our efforts to serve
our "Ageedah. Every father and mother is expected to bring
up a new generation that adheres to sound Tawheed, free
from any elements of Shirk or innovated practices. Parents
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must teach their children from a very early age about the
Oneness of Allah, help them to establish a bond with their
Creator, and teach them that He is the only One Who is
entitled to be worshipped, to the exclusion of all others.
Mothers should instil *Ageedah and faith in their children
along with their milk and their motherly love.

Teachers must fear Allah with regard to the children of
the Muslims and raise them with sound *Ageedah. Muslim
schools should be fortresses of faith and *Ageedah.

Government officials, those who prepare educational
curricula, plans and programs should fear Allah with
regard to the children of the Muslims. They should not
let *Ageedah be crowded out by other ideologies, and
they should connect other branches of knowledge to
this most fundamental principle and prevent anything
that contradicts it, so that the Ummah will not develop a
blameworthy dual character, and the new generation will
not suffer from confusion due to contradictions. Thus, the
Ummah will be able to confront this all-out war, devious
attack and blatant challenge against its ‘Ageedah and
Tawheed.

A'oothu billahi min ash-Shaytaan ir-Rajeem
(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan):

"Say. 'Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, but if you
turn away, he (Messenger Muhammad , may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) is only responsible for
the duty placed on him (i.e. to convey Allah's Message)
and you for that placed on you. Ifyou obey him, you shall
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be on the right guidance. The Messenger's duty is only
to convey (the message) in a clear way (i.e. to preach in a
plain way)" [an-Noor 24:54].

Allah is the One Whom we ask to help us all to do that
which He loves and which pleases Him, and to make us and
you steadfast by the word that stands firm (i.e., Tawheed,
cf. 14:27) in this world and in the Hereafter. May He help
us to adhere to Tawheed and to live and die in accordance
therewith, raise us proclaiming His Oneness on the Day
of Resurrection, and protect us and the Muslims from the
misguiding tribulations, both apparent and hidden.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

ESI
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Praise be to Allah, the One, the Subduer. | praise Him,
may He be exalted, and give thanks to Him. He creates
what He wills and chooses. And | bear witness that there is
no god worthy ofworship but Allah alone, with no partner
or associate, the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving. And | bear
witness that our Beloved Prophet Muhammad is His Slave
and His chosen Messenger. May Allah send blessings and
much peace upon him and upon his pure Family, righteous
Companions, both Muhaajireen (Emigrants) and Ansaar
(Helpers), and the Taabi‘een (generation following the
Companions) and those whofollow them in truth, as long
as night and dayfollow one another.
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The truest of speech is the Book of Allah and the best
of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad %. The worst
of matters are those that are newly invented; every newly
invented matter is an innovation and every innovation is a
going astray.

O slaves of Allah, it is sufficient honour for people of
sound ‘Ageedah to know that they are following in the
footsteps of the Prophet M- This is indeed something to be
proud of, and we wish that those who make exaggerated
claims of love had understood it, for then they would have
realised that their claim of love is far from the truth.

O brothers in Tawheed,
the issue of Tawheed should
be the focus of every
Muslim; he should strive
hard to defend it, read and
learn about it, call people
to it and put it into practice. The daa‘'iyahs (callers to Islam)
should pay attention to it and take great care of it; they should
call people to it so that the Muslim masses and the youth will
not be distracted except by issues that concern them.

Remember that even if it is permissible to have different
opinions with regard to minor matters of Figh (Islamic
jurisprudence), ‘Ageedah is too important to permit any
dispute concerning it. What is required is to unite upon
what the first and best three generations were united on,
that which was followed by the early generations of this
Ummah.

It is no secret that this land, praise be to Allah, has



IARAM

embraced the true Salafi Da'wah, leaders and people
alike, and they are united on it, government, scholars and
common folk. That is a sign of Allah's support for His
religion, by His help.

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and affirm the Oneness of
your Lord. Adhere to your *Ageedah and the way of your
forebears. Learn your *Ageedah from the scholars who are
well versed in knowledge, and your lives will be safe and
sound and you will be blessed in this world and in the
Hereafter.

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the onewho proclaimed true Tawheed,
blocked the means that lead to Shirk and abolished all calls
that promote rivals to Allah, our Prophet Muhammad ibn
'Abdullah, as Allah has enjoined you to send blessings and
peace upon him:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. Assalaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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Who will Stand Up for the Prophet's Sunnah Today?

Who will Stand Up for the

O u/m aA

Praise be to Allah, Who sent His Messenger (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with
guidance and the religion of truth (Islam), to make it
superior over all religions even though the Mushrikoon
(polytheists, pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness
of Allah) hate (it), (cf. 9:33). | praise Him, may He be
exalted, as the believers and the monotheists do, seeking
to draw close to Him. | thank Him, may He be glorified, as
the pious andfollowers (of Sunnah) do. | bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with
no partner or associate - glorified and exalted be He above
what the wrongdoers and liars say - testimony that will
benefit the one who says it on the Day when wealth and
offspring will be to no avail.

| bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His Slave
and His Messenger whom He sent as a guide, and as
a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner, and as one who
invites to Allah by His Leave, and as a lamp spreading
light (cf. 33:45-46). He conveyed the message andfulfilled
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the trust; he was sincere towards the Ummah and strove
for the sake of Allah in the true sense ofthe word. By means
of him, Allah opened closed hearts, made blind eyes see
and deafears hear. By means ofhim, He saved peoplefrom
misguidance and loss. Allah expanded his breast (cf. 94:1),
raised high hisfame and removed his burden; He ordained
humiliation and disgracefor those who opposed him; and
He perfected the religion and completed the blessings by
means ofhim. He left us with a clear path that is as bright
as day; no one deviates from

it except one who is doomed.

Truth is what he brought 2 >r
and religion is what he

prescribed. We ask Allah,

besides Whom there is no

other God, to bear witness

that we love him (the

Prophet M) more than

we love ourselves, our

children, our parents

and all the people. May

the blessings and peace

of Allah be upon him

and his Family and

Companions and those

who adhere to his Sunnah

and follow his path,

and the Taabi*een and

those whofollow them

in truth until the

Day ofJudgement.



Who will Stand Up for the Prophet's Sunnah Today?

hen tribulations increase in the Ummah and
W calamities in their societies grow intense
and actions that are contrary to the Sharee'ah
become widespread, the truth becomes
confused with falsehood, the Sunnah becomes
unclear to many people, and guidance is
mixed with misguidance. Then the fear of
Allah M illuminates the path of guidance and
its light dispels the darkness of ignorance
and misguidance. Whoever is given Tagiva
(piety, awareness of Allah) will be guided to
distinguish between the close friends of ar-
Rahmaan and the close friends of the Shaytaan.
Allah if says:

"0 you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will
grant you Furgaan (a criterion to judge between right
and wrong), or Makhra] S|e making away for you to get
out from every difficulty), and will expiate for you your
sins, and forgive you, and Allah isthe Owner ofthe Great
Bounty" [al-Anfaal 8:29),

The one to whom Allah gives Tagwa has been given
light by which to walk on the road of salvation, protected
from bad influences on his "Ageedah and methodology. He
will live away from any contamination that could affect the
purity of his way and his following (Islam).
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"0 you who believe! Fear Allah, and believe too in His
Messenger (Muhammad M), He will give you a double
portion of His Mercy, and He will give you a light by
which you shall walk (straight), and He will forgive you.

And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful" [al-Hadeed
57:28],

How great is the need of this Ummah to have the hearts
of the Muslims filled with awareness of Allah (Tagwa) so
that Allah's promise will be fulfilled for them! Allah Says:
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"(Itis) a Promise of Allah, and Allah fails not in His Promise,
but most of men know not" [ar-Room 30:6).

Obrothersinlslam, the glory ofthe Ummah, its soundness
and guidance, its well-being, its success and leadership -
all of this is connected to its adherence to the Book of its
Lord and the Sunnah of its Prophet M- The evidence for this
in Shar'i texts and historical events is quite clear. At times
when the Ummah adhered to true Islam and was guided by
the light of the two revelations (i.e.,, Qur'aan and Sunnah),
following in the footsteps of the Prophet % the East and
West were subjugated to it, it was united and its banner
flew high, and innovations, whims and desires had no way
of infiltrating Muslim societies.

O brothers in faith, centuries passed and as the years
went by, this Ummah began to suffer from division and
differences in religious matters.

When the followers of truth, the guardians of Islam



Who will Stand Up for the Prophet's Sunnah Today?

and the followers of the Sunnah were distracted by other
things, all kinds of deviant beliefs and corrupt ways crept
in, causing confusion to the Ummah with regard to its most
precious assets: its 'Ageedah, adherence to the Sunnah and
love for its Messenger Mt Thus, the Ummah was divided
into groups and factions, whims and desires pulled people

in different directions and there
developed many different ways
of thinking under a variety of
banners; people began to follow
different ways and developed
different goals and aims. Turmoil
and troubles became widespread
and the Ummah wandered in
the wilderness of dissent and
disunity for a very long time.
Loyalty and commitment to
its "Ageedah grew weak and
the Ummah became inclined
to follow in the footsteps of its
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enemies.

Things got even worse in modem times, as tribulations
increased in severity, calamities came one after another and
disasters never ceased. Ideologies clashed and mingled at a
time when attacks were launched against the religion and
*Ageedah of this Ummah; there were strong and powerful
calls to misguidance, and concerted campaigns against
the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet M This places the
responsibility squarely on the shoulders of the guardians
of the Sunnah, the guardians of Islam, so that they might
awaken from their slumber, shake off their apathy, stop
being distracted by minor issues and defend the Sunnah
of their Beloved H. They must learn it, act upon it, teach
it and call others to it on the basis of knowledge and
understanding, striving to explain it and bearing patiently
the harm that might befall them. They must defend it and
explain everything that is contrary to it, highlighting the
falseness thereof and exposing its faults, so that issues will
become clear to people. This, by Allah, is one of the greatest
means of drawing closer to Allah.

Imam Muhyiy ibn Yahya al-Neesapoori, the Shaykh of
al-Bukhaari and Muslim (may Allah have mercy on them
all) said:
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"Defending the Sunnah is better than going out for
(physical) Jihad."1

Abu 'Ubayd al-Qaasim ibn Sallaam (may Allah have
mercy on him) said:

1 Quoted by ath-Thahabi in Siynr A*laam an-Nubala®, 10/518
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"The one who adheres to the Sunnah is like the one who
holds on to a burning coal; today in my opinion that is
better than striking with the sword (in Jihad) for the sake
ofAllah."1

O bearers of the Sunnah, the weakness that has affected
many societies and the misunderstanding of Islamic
concepts that has arisen in many people's minds has caused
a great deal of confusion and led to flawed standards. Good
may be regarded as evil, evil as good, bid'ah (innovation)
as Sunnah and Sunnah as innovation - except for the one
on whom Allah has mercy. Thus, it has become necessary
for the followers of Islam, those who adhere to the correct
methodology, Ahl as-Sunnah wa'l-Jamaa‘ah, the followers of
the early generations of this Ummabh, to take action. This can
be done by clarifying issues in a straightforward manner,

1 Narrated by al-Khateeb in Tareekh Baghdad, 12/410 and by ath-
Thahabi in Siyar A’laam an-Nubala’, 10/499
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highlighting facts without beating about the bush, and
pointing out what is alien to Islam and what is originally
part of the Deen (religion), what is true and serious as
opposed to what is false and trivial. It is essential to focus
on matters of *Ageedah and Sunnah, and adherence thereto,
and prove the falseness of everything that contradicts
that of opinions, specious arguments, methodologies and
slogans. It is time to unmask the enemies of the Ummah
whether they are individuals, groups or organisations. The
truth is more deserving of being followed.

How long will the Ummah remain lost and confused,
unable to distinguish between friend and foe? Where
are the intensive efforts to serve and defend the Sunnah?
Where is the role of the scholars in explaining the Sunnah
to the Muslim masses, watching out for any mistakes in
implementing it and explaining and teaching it to the new
generation so that there will be no extremism or negligence?
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Where is the care for the Sunnah in Da'wah and the efforts
of the Daa'iyahs? Do intellectual, cultural and modern issues
take precedence over discussing the fundamentals of Islam
and setting out the methodology for understanding the
Qur'aan and Sunnah? Why are we not focusing on Shar'i
knowledge - especially knowledge of the Prophet's Sunnah,
in the fields of narration, understanding, application and
behaviour? To what extent is there focus on the Sunnah in
educational curricula? Itis essential for students to fill their
minds with the most important branches of knowledge
and those which are most deserving of attention, instead of
crowding their minds with other branches of knowledge.

Where is the care for the Sunnah in the media in Muslim
lands or, at the very least, stopping everything that is
contrary to it? Where is the application of the Sunnah in
the home, with the family, and on the street and in society?
What does the Ummah gain when it neglects - or virtually

neglects - the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad
38? Upon him be the best of
blessings and the purest of
greetings. The result (of this
neglect) is that the Ummah
is content with outward
appearances and slogans
rather than adherence to the
Sunnah in the true sense of
the word. The Ummah has
been content to devote only
some of its nights and days
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to studying the Sunnah, reviving it and expressing love for
the Prophet M Yes indeed, they have been content to talk
about it for just one night of the year, and to examine its
lessons for just one day, but do not ask what happens after
that! To Allah we complain and there is no power and no
strength except with Allah. He is the One Whom we ask for
help in dealing with what we see and hear.

Even worse than this behaviour, which is not in
accordance with sound Islamic teachings or even common
sense, we see strange attempts to justify this behaviour on
the basis of religion and claims that it brings one closer
to Allah. Such things only come about when the religion
becomes a stranger, which is a great calamity.

“And leave alone those who take their religion as play and
amusement, and are deceived by the life of this world” [a/-
Ariaam 6:70].

O Ummah of Islam, it is the duty of all of us to show the
utmost concern to reviving the Sunnah. All Muslims must
work together to achieve that. Don't we all want to travel
the path that leads to Paradise? Is there any other way
than the way of the Prophet M and his Companions, and
the early generations of this Ummah (may Allah be pleased
with them) - the best generations?

O you who seek salvation: adhere to the Sunnah and
follow the Prophet M Beware lest you be deceived by the
huge numbers of those who follow other paths; truth is not
connected to large numbers. Allah ft says:
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“And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead
you far away from Allah’s Path” [al-An ‘am 6:116],

Rather you should follow sound proof and evidence.

The bearers of the Sunnah must be united and come
together, and beware of any internal friction or letting
minor differences create division among them. Blind
following of slogans and groups and narrow-minded
partisanship have nothing to do with the religion of
Allah. Truth is not a monopoly owned by one individual
or group to the exclusion of others. So long as they are all
following theway ofthe Prophet M, especially with regard
to "Aqgeedah, even if mistakes are made - which is possible
- whatis prescribed is to offer sincere advice. Dismissing
the opinions of others and hurting the feelings of one's
brothers is not allowed. Indulging in open arguments
and being distracted by infighting among the followers
of one methodology gives our enemies an opportunity
to widen the gap between people who love one another,
so beware.

How great is the need for the bearers of the Sunnah to
coordinate their efforts and unite with their rulers and
scholars to ward off the danger that surrounds them.

O Ummah of Islam, O bearers of the Sunnah, O lovers of
the Prophet M, is it not time for us to recognise the danger
that surrounds us and threatens our spiritual and worldly
interests? Is it not time for us to give up senseless battles
and minor differences, and instead focus our efforts on
defending and propagating the Sunnah, and to unite with



our rulers and scholars so that we may all walk together on
the path of truth and guidance?

Who will do that, O Ummah of Islam? Who will stand up
for the pure Sunnah, adhere to it, call others to it, rally the
Muslims behind it, strive for its sake and defend it - after
Allah - except you, O Muslims? So be as Allah wants you
to be and He will fulfil His promise to you. And help and
guidance come only from Him.

May Allah benefit me and you with the guidance of His
Book and the Sunnah of His Prophet M. | say these words
of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us and you and all the
Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness, for He is the Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah Who has shown the way and made the
-path clear, Who sent His Messengers with glad tidings and
warnings so that humankind should have no plea against
Allah after the Messengers (cf. 4:165). | bear witness
that there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone,
with no partner or associate, and | bear witness that our
beloved Prophet Muhammad is the Slave of Allah and His
Messenger. He clothed him in a garment of Prophethood,
which increased him in honour and dignity. May Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and his Family and
Companions, who offered their souls and everything
precious that they owned to protect him, and upon
the Taabi'een (generation following the Companions)
and those who followed them in truth until the Day of
Judgement.
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Sunnah of your Messenger %. Understand that
the best of speech is the Book of Allah and the
best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad
sg; the worst of matters are those which are
newly invented; every newly invented matter
is an innovation, and every innovation is a
going astray.

F ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and adhere to the

O slaves of Allah, by Allah's mercy towards His slaves,
He has prepared for His Book and the Sunnah of His Prophet
M, in every era and time, men who are qualified to protect
the religion of Allah from the distortions of extremists, the
fabrications of liars and the misinterpretations of ignorant

people. So
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"a group among this Ummah will continue to support the
truth and prevail, and they will not be harmed by those
whoforsake them or oppose them, until the decree of Allah
comes to pass,”

as it is narrated from him M in the Hadeeth in as-
Saheehayn.1

1 Saheeh al-BuUiaari, 3641; Snlieeh Muslim, 1037/174, Kitanb al-Imaarah,
from the Hadeeth of Mu'aawiyah and others.
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Throughout the ages, generation after generation, the
Sunnah of the Prophet Mhas remained clear with its banner
flying high; Allah has prepared for it leaders of guidance
so that they might be like bright suns lighting the way for
everyone who seeks goodness and guidance. All that the
Muslim has to do is follow the path of truth and refrain
from following blindly; he should ask people of knowledge
about anything that is not clear to him.

Today, the Ummah is in greater need than at any other
time in the past of uniting on the methodology of the
Qur'aan and Sunnabh, so that all efforts may be focused on
one aim, and the same goal that every Muslim is striving
for. This is so that the ship of the Ummah may be guided to
the shore of safety and faith, far away from anything that
could form obstacles in its way. Every Muslim is guarding
aborder of Islam in the service of his religion, "Ageedah and
the Sunnah of his Messenger 38, according to his position
and level of responsibility.

So show Allah, O Muslims, your righteous deeds and
good conduct; proceed in a balanced manner in the light of
Shar'i knowledge, through which practical awareness may
be built and so that your Ummah may resume its leading
position at the head of the caravan and once again lead
humanity to the heights of honour and glory. And for Allah
that is not hard or difficult (cf. 14:20).

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the Beloved. Send blessings upon
him as one who follows him, loves him, walks in his
footsteps and adheres to his Sunnah, as your Lord H has
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commanded you:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaab
33:56],



'~'n A iit/m A 5 .

The Covenant that
Differentiates between
Us and Them is
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Praise be to Allah Who has made prayer thefoundation of
Islam, the means of attaining certainty offaith, one of the
most prominent acts of worship and one of the best acts
of obedience. | bear witness that there is no god worthy
of worship but Allah alone, with no partner or associate.
And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His
Slave and His Messenger, His chosen one and closefriend,
the best of creation and the leader of mankind, who said
in a Saheeh Hadeeth (authentic narration): "My delight
and comfort has been made in the prayer.”1 O Allah,
send blessings and peace upon the one who was sent
as a benevolent mercy and great blessing, our Prophet
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah, and upon his Family and
Companions and wives and those who call to his path of
guidance.

fffT ti/l/m /.5



brothers in Islam, | say - after advising
you to fear Allah - that in the midst of this
materialistic life and the psychological
problems and tension it generates, man is
in the utmost need of that which brings him
emotional relief, consolation for his problems
and troubles, reassurance and comfort, and
removes his anxieties and depression. There
is no way man can find that except in the
shade of Islam and its great acts of
worship, which represent an
effective  spiritual remedy
that has no parallel in
physical and chemical

medicine.
Indeed the
actofworship
that has the
greatest
impact
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in that regard is the prayer, both obligatory and voluntary.
Allah M says:

"0 you who believe! Seek help in patience and As-Salaat
(the prayer)'[al-Bagarah 2:153],

"and perform As-Salaat (lgaamat-as-Salaat). Verily, As-
Salaat (the prayer) prevents from Al-Fahsha (i.e. great sins
of every kind) and Al-Munkar (i.e. dishelief, polytheism,
etc.)" [al-Ankaboot 29:45],

The Prophet % used to say to Bilaal

Ma*))JL L

"Get up, O Bilaal, and comfort us with the
prayer."1

If the Prophet Mwas anxious or distressed
about something, he would

O slaves of Allah, this is because prayer is
a connection between a person and his Lord.
Standing before Allah M in prayer is very
effective in reforming the human soul and,
indeed, all human societies.

However, O slaves of Allah, what type of
prayer is it that strengthens the connection
between man and his Creator? What kind

1 Narrated by Ahmad, 5/371; Abu Dawood, 4986, from the HaAeeth of
a man among the Ansaar 4a

Eel
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of prayer is it that has a huge impact on the soul of the
worshipper, keeps him from shameful and unjust deeds,
helps him with his religious and worldly affairs with
regard to carrying out his duties and permissible actions,
far away from things that are Haraam (unlawful) and
Makrooh (disliked)? Is it prayer that consists of physical
movements without any spirit or presence of mind,
movements without any focus or humility, prayer that is
a habit and not worship, an empty performance uttering
words and phrases without pondering the meanings? No,
not at all! Rather it is the prescribed prayer as performed by
the Prophet % based on the teachings of the Holy Qur'aan
and his Sunnah.

The prayer that Islam wants us to offer is that which
represents a spiritual ascent for the believer, in the sense
that his soul ascends with him every time he stands
before Allah to pray, whether it is an obligatory prayer or
a voluntary one. It elevates him from the material world
to the sublime and pure world, and that is a source of
happiness, joy, reassurance and comfort.

O brothers in Islam, no Muslim can be unaware of
the status of prayer in the religion of Allah, for it is the
foundation of the faith and it is what differentiates between
disbelief and faith. Its status in Islam is like that of the head
to the body. Just as there is no life for the one who has no
head, there is no religion for the one who does not pray
- and Allah's refuge is sought. There are many Islamic
texts, which support this meaning, praise be to Allah. If the
matter is of such great importance and seriousness, what
hurts us and pains us is knowing that there are still some
people who claim to be Muslims, but prayer does not mean
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anything to them! What is wrong with people who live
among the Muslims but prayer has no place in their daily
lives; rather the matter may be even worse than that; there
is no power and no strength except with Allah.

Will these people mend their ways before the wrath
of Allah befalls them or they are enveloped by His
punishment, and before death catches them unawares
whilst they are in this bad state?

O fellow worshippers, congratulations on keeping up
with the prayer; glad tidings to you, for Allah has endeared
to you this great obligation. Congratulations to you for the
reward and blessings of Allah, in this world and in the
Hereafter, for carrying out this great duty.

Nevertheless, you should know that for prayer to
be accepted, there are conditions, essentials, duties and
etiquette that deserve attention. There are also important
issues and widespread mistakes concerning this duty that
worshippers need to be aware of so that they may act
accordingly. It is narrated in the Musnad of Ahmad (may
Allah have mercy on him) that

AN 0 Vo 0- 23N

"The worst ofpeople in stealing is the one who stealsfrom
his prayer™]
which means not bowing and prostrating properly and
not having full presence of mind (Khushoo', i.e., solemnity
and full submissiveness). It was also narrated that
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al-Musnad, 5/310, from the Hadeeth of Abu Qataadah 4®
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"A worshipper may finish his prayer and have nothing
recorded of its reward except one quarter or onefifth or as
little as one tenth."1

This motivates the Muslim to pay attention to his
prayer so that he does not miss out on the reward or incur
punishment.

| shall mention in brief some issues that are worth
pointing out in the context of this topic:

1-Purification,
both inward and
outward.

Purification is an important
condition of prayer, without
which prayer is not acceptable.
It is the duty of the worshipper
to take care to purify himself and do Wudhoo" (ablution)
properly. He should not take the matter lightly and at the
same time, he should not exaggerate about it to the point
of Waswasah (whispers of Satan). Unfortunately, some of
the common folk do not pay due attention to Wudhoo'
and purification; rather some of them do Tayammum (dry
ablution) even when water is close at hand or is in a place
where they can obtain it. This is clear negligence.

2-Facing the Qibloh.

This is also an important
condition of prayer. The person
who is in al-Masjid al-Haraam
1 Narrated by Ahmad, 4/321

and Abu Dawood, 796, from the
Hadeeth of '"Ammaar
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must face the Ka'bah in the correct manner, but some
worshippers - may Allah guide them - are unaware of that
or they take it lightly.

3-Covering the 'Awrah.

This is another important condition.
Some worshippers fall short with regard
to this matter - by wearing see-through
clothes or short pants through which the
colour of the skin and the shape of the legs
may be seen - which is something that
must be paid attention to.

When a woman prays, she must cover
all of her body apart from her face, unless
she is among men who are not her Mahrams
(non-marriageable relatives) or she is in the
mosque where men can see her. In that case, she should
also cover her face, wear modest, non-attractive clothing,
and not wear any perfume, so that she may go back with
reward, not sin.
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4-Paying attention
to straightening the rows.

It is proven that the Prophet M used to straighten the
rows himself, and he would be strict with the one who did
not pay any attention to that. He Mwould say, according
to the Saheeh Hadeeth:
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"O slaves of Allah, you should certainly straighten your
rows or Allah will create division among you."1

This is a responsibility in which the Imam and the people
praying behind him should work together by encouraging
and advising one another, but they must be careful to avoid
causing annoyance or hardship. This is something the

worshipper should understand and handle wisely.

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 717; Muslim, 436, from the Hadeeth of an-
Nu'maan ibn Basheer
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5-The heart and essence of the prayer,
namely proper solemnity and full
submissiveness (k hushool,

Allah m says:

4 p*o;J' i jin
"Successful indeed are the believers. Those who

offer their Salaat (prayers) with all solemnity and full
submissiveness" [al-Mu'minoon 23:1-2],

Where is the solemnity and full submissiveness in those
who feel too lazy to pray and find itburdensome, those who
feel distressed and consider it an imposition, those who
want to get it over and done with, so they can be relieved of
it? Where is the solemnity and full submissiveness of those
who are easily distracted whilst praying? Their prayer is all
fidgeting and movement, turning their heads and pecking
quickly, with their thoughts wandering all over the place.
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Such a prayer is incomplete.

What the worshipper must do is to have solemnity and
full submissiveness throughout the prayer; he should take
measures to help him do that and he should beware of
distractions.

Deliberation in movement is one of the essential parts of
the prayer, without which prayer is not valid. Many people
have this problem because of weakness of faith and lack
of understanding, because worldly matters are their main
concern. Thus, they take this matter lightly - Allah's refuge is
sought! The Prophet Msaid to one who prayed badly - because
he was too quick and was not deliberate in his movements;

"Go back and pray, for you have not prayed."1

6- Another matter to which attention
should be paid isthe obligation to
follow the Imom.

The Prophet Msaid:

"The imam is only appointed to befollowed."2

Therefore, it is not right to do something before him or
to race with him; rather that may be a cause of the prayer
being rejected and becoming invalid. There is a stern
warning addressed to the one who is like this. According
to a Hadeeth narrated by Abu Hurayrah, the soundness of

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 793; Muslim, 397, from the Hadeeth of Abu
Hurayrah <&

2 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 688; Muslim, 412, from the Hadeeth of
'Aa'ishah 4t.
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which is agreed upon, the Prophet St said:
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"Does the one who raises his head before the imam notfear
that Allah may turn his head into the head ofa donkey or
turn his image into the image ofa donkey?"1

Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

Jr-«Wecer”h

"There is no prayerfor the one who precedes the Imam (in
a movement of the prayer)."2
The matter is very serious and the punishment for it is

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 691; Muslim, 427
2 See al-Mughni by Ibn Qudaamah, 2/209
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severe, so the worshipper should pay attention to it, and
not let the Shaytaan, from whom we seek refuge with Allah,
gain control over him, as the Shaytaan wants to spoil his
prayer. The state of many people when they are standing
behind the Imam is regrettable. And it is Allah Whose help
we seek.

Let us fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, with regard to all our
affairs and with regard to prayer in particular, for a person's
level of commitment to Islam is commensurate with his
level of commitment to the prayer. Let us think about our
own condition: what happened to us because of taking all
the practices of Islam lightly, especially prayer. A nation
whose individuals do not stand before Allah in prayer,
seeking His blessing and bounty, makes no progress and
fails in the areas of goodness, unity, victory and strength,
because all of these come from Allah alone. However, if
we set matters straight amongst ourselves and with Allah,
Allah will set matters straight between us and other people.

The factors that led to the decline of Muslims in many
fields, in different parts of the Muslim world, arose because
Muslims have fallen into sin and are not performing the
most important obligatory duty, namely establishing prayer.

We ask Allah to set straight the affairs of the Muslims in
all places, to bestow upon them proper understanding of
His religion and enable them to focus on adhering to the
obligatory duties of their religion, showing great respect to
them and committing themselves to the pillar of the faith
(i.e., prayer) and performing it in the best manner.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah alone. | bear witness
that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah, and | bear witness that Muhammad
is His Slave and His Messenger, may the
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him

and his Family and Companions.
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establish your prayer, for it is a light for you
on earth and a reward stored up for you in
heaven. The one who ponders the verses of
the Qur'aan will find the command to pray is
always expressed in terms of establishing it.
This means more than simply performing the
prayer, because establishing means that it is to
be done in acareful manner with a great deal of
focus and attention.

F ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and strive to



"The Covenant that Differentiates between Us and Them isthe Prayer"

The worshippers bear a great deal of
responsibility concerning the prayer. With
regard to themselves, they must adhere to
the prayer and pay a great deal of attention
to it; and with regard to others - namely
friends, relatives, children and neighbours
- they must enjoin them to pray and
advise them concerning this important
matter. The Imams of the mosques also
have a great role to play because theirs is a
great mission; they should carry out their
mission and pay a great deal of attention
to teaching the rulings on prayer and the
wisdom behind it, in accordance with the
words of the Prophet St:

"Pray as you have seen me praying/"1

It is essential to bring about cooperation between Imams
and those who pray behind them, so that each of them can
carry out his mission and contribute to bringing about the
hoped-for result.

There remains one important point concerning this
topic, which is with regard to matters that are broad in
scope, about which the scholars have different opinions,
especially when it comes to what is Sunnah (Prophetic
tradition) and mustahabb (recommended). These matters
should never be the cause of division, dispute and breaking
ties between Muslims. It is also not appropriate to be harsh
in denunciation; that is not contrary to the principle of

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 631, from the Hadeeth of Maalik ibn
Huwayrith 4}
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caring for the Sunnabh.

So fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and learn about the
rulings of your religion.

Send blessings and peace - may Allah have mercy on
you - on the best one to establish prayer, the master of the
station of praise and glory (on the Day of Resurrection)
and of the Hawdh (Cistern) to which all will come, as Allah
has enjoined you to send blessings and peace upon him in
the words:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaat on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
, may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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Zakaah Consolation and Growth, not an Imposition or Burden

Consolation and Growth,
not an Imposition or Burden

Verily all praise is due to Allah; we praise Him and seek
His help and guidance; we ask Him for forgiveness and
we repent to Him. We seek refuge with Allah from the
evils of our own selves andfrom our had deeds. Whoever
Allah guides none can lead astray, and whomever Allah
sends astray, none can guide. | bear witness that there
is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with no
partner or associate. He enjoined Zakaah upon His slaves
to purify their souls and their hearts, to cause wealth to
grow, to meet the needs of the desperate, to bring about
a spirit of love, brotherhood, kindness, compassion and
reconciliation. And | bear witness that Muhammad is His
Slave and His Messenger, His chosen one and closefriend,
His beloved. May Allah send abundant blessings and
peace upon him and upon his Family and Companions,
and the Taabi‘een and those whofollow them in truth until
the Day of Resurrection.
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Muslims, fear Allah and imderstand that
O the religion of Islam with which Allah has
blessed you and is pleased with for you, and
has honoured you by making you adhere to it,
is based on strong, consolidated foundations; if any of them
are undermined, the others will be weakened. Al-Bukhaari

and Muslim (may Allah have mercy upon them) narrated
from Ibn 'Umar that the Messenger of Allah Msaid:
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Zakaah Consolation and Growth, not an Imposition or Burden

"Islam is built on five (pillars): the testimony that
there is no god worthy of worship except Allah and tlwt
Muhammad is His Slave and Messenger, establishing
regular prayer, paying Zakaah (obligatory charity),
pilgrimage to the House andfasting Ramadhaan."1

One of these great pillars is a pillar that people no
longer pay much attention to and are heedless concerning
it because of weak faith and preferring this materialistic
world with its adornments to the eternal Hereafter. This
pillar is Zakaah.

Zakaah, O people of Islam, is the third pillar of this great
religion. Whoever denies that it is obligatory becomes
a Kaafir (unbeliever) and whoever withholds it is to be
fought. Allah says:

"But if they repent, perform As-Salaat (Ijaamat-as-
Salaat) and give Zakaat, then they are your brethren in
religion"[at-Tawhah 9:11].

In as-Saheehayn it is narrated that Ibn 'Umar  said: The
Messenger of Allah Msaid:

"J have been commanded to fight the people until they
bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship except
1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 8; Saheeh Muslim, 16

nn
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Allah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah %
and they establish regular prayer and pay Zakaah. If they
do that, then their blood and wealth are protected from
me [except in cases dictated by Islamic law], and their
reckoning will be with Allah.”1

Allah mentions Zakaah in His Book coupled with prayer,
to highlight its importance, encourage people to give it
and warn against neglecting it and taking it lightly. Allah
M says:

“And perform As-Salaat (lgaamat-as-Salaat), and give
Zakaat, and Irka‘(i.e. bow down or submit yourselves with
obe(]hence to Allah) along with Ar-Raaki‘oon” [al-Bagarah
2:43],

Hence,Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq 4* said:

"By Allah, I shall certainlyfight whoever separates prayer
and Zakaah."?2

Ibn 'Abbaas 4* said:

Three verses were revealed that mentioned three things
together; one of them will not be accepted without the other.

And he mentioned among them the verse in which
Allah is says:

1  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 25; Saheeh Muslim, 22
2 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1400; Muslim, 20



Zakaah Consolation and Growth, not an Imposition or Burden

“And perform As-Salaat élqaamat-as-SaIaat), and give
Zakaat, and Irka‘ (i.e. bow down or submit yourselves with
obedience to Allah)" [al-Bagarah 2:43].

And he said:

Whoever prays and does not give Zakaah, it will not be
acceptedfrom him.

O Ummah of Islam, there is great wisdom behind Zakaah
and it has been prescribed to bring a great deal of benefit to
individuals and to society. Allah says:

“Take Sadagah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify
them and sanctify them with it" [at-Tawbah 9:103],

Therefore, Zakaah purifies
souls from miserliness and
stinginess and adorns them
with generosity, nobleness
and magnanimity. So it
is a means of bringing

about growth, increase,
blessings, prosperity, purity,
compensation, reward,

preservation of wealth and warding off evil and problems
from it, by Allah's leave. It also helps to strengthen love,
friendship, mutual support and brotherhood between
rich and poor, so that the poor man in Muslim society will
feel that he is living in an atmosphere of co-operation not

f®
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conflict, selflessness not selfishness, equity not compulsion,
brotherhood not oppression, domination or apathy. He will
feel that he is surrounded by gentle and compassionate
souls in an atmosphere of dignity and mercy, not those
who are merciless and hard-hearted.

Zakaah isnotto be regarded as an imposition or tax that is
taken from reluctant people; rather it is a means of instilling
compassion and mercy. It is a means of strengthening the
bonds of brotherhood and harmony, whereby society
may rise to the highest level and pursue the noblest aims.
Thus, this obligation highlights the beauty of this religion,
its compassion towards its followers and its superiority
over other ideologies such as communism, capitalism and
so on, whose supporters claim - falsely - that they are

"Zakaah purifies souls from
miserliness and stinginess and
adorns them with generosity,
nobleness and magnanimity.”



Zakaah Consolation and Growth, not an Imposition or Burden

guaranteeing people's rights and spreading justice and
fairness among nations. Can oppressing people be called
justice?! Undermining people's rights, cancelling out
private ownership and spreading the class system among
them - is this fairness? Can exploiting the resources of other
nations be called guaranteeing the rights of others? Rather,
this has led to the spread of injustice, lack of security and
the spread of theft and fraud, and an increase in crime as
poor people resort to all kinds of tricks to make ends meet,
because of the pain of their suffering from poverty, want
and need.

Brothers in faith, there is a stern, alarming and definite
warning concerning the one who does not pay Zakaah and
the one who falls short in paying it and is careless about it.
It is a warning that leaves no excuse, in terms that make
one shiver and causes the heart to tremble with fear; if this
warning were addressed to deaf mountains, they would
crumble and fall.

Allah if says:

"And woe to Al-Mushrikoon (the disbelievers in the
Oneness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters, etc). Those who
give not the Zakaat" [Fussilat 41:6-7],

"And those who hoard up gold and silver (Al-Kanz; the

fSB
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money, the Zakaat of which has not been paid), and
spend it not in the Way of Allah, -announce unto them a
painful torment. On the Day when that (Al-Kanz: money,
gold and silver, etc., the Zakaat of which has not been
paid) will be heated in the Fire of Hell and with it will
be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs,
(and it will be said untothem):-'This isthe treasure which
you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used
to hoard" [at-Tawbah 9:34-35],

"And let notthose who covetously withhold ofthat which
Allah has bestowed on them of His Bounty (Wealth)
think that it is good for them (and so they do not pay
the obligatory Zakaat). Nay, it will be worse for them; the
things which they covetously withheld shall be tied to
their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrection” [Aal
Imraan 3:180].
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The Prophet Msaid, explaining this verse:
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"7/ Allah gives a person wealth and he does not pay
Zakaah on it, his wealth will appear to him on the Day of
Resurrection in theform ofa bald-headed venomous snake
with two fangs in its mouth, which will encircle him on
the Day ofResurrection, then it will hold him with itsjaws
and will say: 'l am your wealth, I am your treasure.""’1

It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah said that the

Messenger of Allah % said:

1

“There is no owner ofwealth who does not pay Zakaah on
it, but his wealth will be heatedfor him in the Fire of Hell
and made into plates, with which his sides and forehead
will be branded, until Allah passes judgement among His
slaves, on a Day the length ofwhich will befifty thousand
years. Then he will be shown his path, either to Paradise
or to Hell. There is no owner of camels who does not pay
Zakaah on them, buta vast plain will be spread outfor them
and the whole herd will be gathered, and they will be made
to walk over him. Every time the last of them has passed,
the first of them will come, until Allah passes judgement
among His slaves, on a Day the length of which will be
fifty thousand years. Then he will be shown his path, either
to Paradise or to Hell. There is no owner ofsheep who does
not pay Zakaah on them, but a vast plain will be spread

Narrated by Ahmad, 2/355; al-Bukhaari, 1403, from the Hadeeth of

Abu Hurayrah

OB
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out for them and the whole herd will be gathered. They
will trample him with their hooves and gore him with their
horns, and there will be none among them with twisted
horns or missing horns. Every time the last of them has
passed, the first of them will come, until Allah passes
judgement among His slaves, on a Day the length ofwhich
will be fifty thousand years by your reckoning. Then he
will be shown his path, either to Paradise or to Hell."1

Let those who have thousands and millions pay heed,
those who have savings in bank accounts, who own
property and businesses, those who have farms and
livestock, let them imagine this frightening scenario before
Allah fg. For, by Allah, they will not be heated in fire like
the fire of this world - despite its terrifying intensity;
rather they will be heated in the fire of Hell that cannot be
imagined and cannot be described in words. When they
are heated, he will not be branded with them on just one
side of his body; rather all of his body will be branded on
all sides, front and back, flanks and forehead. Every time
they cool down, they will be reheated and this punishment
will not be for just one day or month or year; rather it will
be for a Day the length of which is like fifty thousand years.

Tell me - lurge you by Allah - who could bear this great
horror? We ask You for Your mercy, O Lord!

“Verily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a
heart or gives ear while he is heedful” [Qaaf50:37],

Fear Allah, O brothers in Islam, and give the Zakaah on
your wealth willingly, for Allah has given you a great deal

1 Narrated by Ahmad, 2/262; al-Bukhaari, 1402; Muslim, 987
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and He has bestowed

upon you abundant

wealth, and He asks

you for little. If the

rich  Muslims today

undertook this duty

and performed it

properly, and spent the

Zakaah as prescribed

in the Sharee‘ah, there

would be in the

world no begging

because of want and

no beseeching for help

because of desperate

need; crime, robbery, fraud and stealing would disappear.
We ask Allah to open the hearts of the Muslims and make
them brothers who cooperate and support one another,
whose elders show compassion to their younger ones,
whose rich give to their poor, so that they might all prosper
and pay attention to the dues of Allah's slaves.

4

"And for Allah that is not hard or difficult" [loraaheem
14:20; Faatir 35:17],

May Allah make the Qur'aan ablessing for me and you,
and benefit me and you with the guidance of the leader of
the Messengers. | say these words of mine and | ask Allah
to forgive us and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for
forgiveness, for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

fEQ
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Praise be to Allahfor His kindness and thanks
be to Him for His guidance and blessings. |
bear witness that there is no god worthy of
worship but Allah and | bear witness that
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger;
may the blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him and his Family, Companions and

followers.
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slaves of Allah, fear Allah H and give what

Allah has enjoined upon you of Zakaah. Give

it sincerely for the sake of Allah and willingly

and make the most of the opportunity to give
it before you are penalised for neglecting it. Beware of
showing off and seeking a good reputation when giving
it, and of annoying its recipients with reminders (of your
charity). For Zakaah is the right of Allah. Itis not permissible
to show favouritism by giving it to one who is not entitled
to it, or to use it to bring benefit to oneself or ward off harm
from oneself, or to protect one's wealth or to ward off
criticism from oneself.

Let both the giver and the taker fear Allah. It is not
permissible for one who is not entitled to it to take anything
of it. The rich man and the healthy and strong man who
could earn aliving have no share of it, as is indicated by the
report narrated from the leader of humankind M.’

Understand - may Allah have mercy on you - that
Zakaah is of no use and one cannot discharge one's duties
concerning it, unless itis given to one of the eight categories
designated by Allah M in the verse:

1 Narrated by at-Tayaalisi, 2358; Ahmad, 1/164, 377; Abu Dawood,
1633; at-Tirmidhi, 652; an-Nasaa'i, 5/99, 100 - from the Hadeeth
of Abu Hurayrah, 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr and others (may Allah be
pleased with them all).

CEO
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‘As-Sadagaat (here it means Zakaaf) are only for the
Fugara (poor), and Al-Masaakin (the poor) and those
employed to collect (the funds); and for to aftract the
hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islam);
and to free the captives; and for those Iin debt; and for
Allah’'s Cause (i.e. for Mujahidoon - those fighting in the
holy wars), and for the wayfarer (a traveller who is cut off
from everything)” [at-Tawhah 9:60],

And He concluded this verse with the words:

ay>
"a duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-
Wise."

This is not the place to explain the rulings of Zakaah in
detail. They can be found in the appropriate books and
sources, and whoever wants to may refer to those reference
books. For whoever is not able to do that, Allah M says:

“So ask ofthose who know the Scripture, if you know not”
[an-Nahl 16:43],

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the Guide of humankind, the Lamp
spreading light, as the Lord, the Kind, the Merciful, has
instructed you.



Season of
virtuous deeds



&

XtXmtheHARAM
9 ~0." 0 04e' 'o\s Y»~N0 1N
VST TN <C-J<J0>0] Mo-Lo-su 4_U I j>J1 (JI®
"0 0's< 0> s 0's Ms" s > 0 e ~ e
il algp 4 14_3ji )jSj

>T!

0F ° 4ULopl o - 0~j1jljj T A «4'ULi 0
i ~ ss 0 0u0$S € % & My
(@ <_pls> *>\i Ji-A i 070 J-A'3 A

collp ji-« 173 'y 00.> -j alJI NI 4.1j ol o.g-tlj»

JlolijL) ALAJ ;0-j—fi-*—0 J1j <U_>-7_Il j»_wklj_o_i

N2 S 0Ons R e R = O so s sSOo*" s O ° s

L~jjl j-~j>ljcjln* ~lj Juv2jISl j JL>JI jLojljcjL-vAU Ij

O it i R TR 0 I DU AL AT g

{y* Jsjz2\j“(»Lsa | s> orA t4-'JN->] 00"P 1) _<i_>"a
4.1 t5ipJ aAp iSjlIjd I»-Lxj Ail (_5"5 A'-fl
~0

(GLw->-L) 4 _pLol 9
~ t's \ * '

Jju Lol



Ramadan Season of virtuous deeds

Verily all praise is due to Allah; we praise Him and seek
His help and guidance; we ask Him for forgiveness and
we repent to Him. We believe in Him and put our trust in
Him, and we praise Him by attributing all good to Him. We
seek refuge with Allahfrom the evils ofour own selves and
from our bad deeds. Whoever Allah guides none can lead
astray, and whoever Allah sends astray, none can guide.
| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah alone, with no partner or associate. He has blessed
His slaves with seasons of mercy and forgiveness, and
He has generously bestowed upon them times when they
may increase in righteousness and good deeds, times of
goodness, bounty and blessings. And | bear witness that
our Prophet Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger,
the best one who ever prayed and fasted, the best one
who ever prayed Tahajjud and Qiyaam. May Allah send
blessings and peace upon him and upon his Family and

Companions and those whofollow him in truth.
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Muslims, fear Allah M and gives thanks to Him

for His abundant blessings and favours. One of

the greatest blessings that Allah has bestowed

upon His slaves is the great acts of worship and
noble seasons that He has prescribed for them, through
which their souls may be purified and filled with goodness,
righteousness, blessings and abundance of rewards, and
that they may be filled with light and radiate the brightness
of purity. What the Muslim Ummah is seeing during
this glorious month, with its beautiful days and blessed
nights, is one of the greatest spiritual opportunities that is
irreplaceable and beyond price. How could it be otherwise,
when during this month the Muslims are living with the
Qur'aan, seeking Allah's mercy, forgiveness and pleasure?



Ramadan Season of virtuous deeds

How could it be otherwise when they are supplicating to
attain Paradise and ransom from the Fire, and are exposed
to the mercy of the Sovereign, the Judge? Truly, this blessed
month is an arena of goodness, piety, righteousness and
guidance, in which the believers race and compete to make
the most of its virtues.

However, do the Muslims truly understand the great
blessings of this noble month? Do they know the wisdom
behind it, its opportunities
and impact? Do they
comply with its teachings
and etiquette? Will they
implement and act upon

what fasting was prescribed people can

for, or are many of them are

unaware of the wisdom |earn gOOdneSS

behind prescribing it and

have overlooked its blessed r|g hteOUSneSS,

results and etiquette, and

are content only with forbearance

depriving themselves
of food and drink and and patience"
refraining from physical
actions that break the fast?

"Ramadan is a
school in which

O fellow believers, the Muslim Ummah is in urgent need
of its members taking stock of themselves, pondering,
evaluating and thinking, and this month represents the
best opportunity for learning. It is a school in which
people can learn goodness, righteousness, forbearance and
patience. Itis a beacon of faith and Taqwa, a fortress against
turmoil and trouble, nourishment for the soul, a means of
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healing wounds, a restraint for desires and urges, a source
of motivation, a cleansing for the heart and mind, a means
of bringing about harmony, mutual compassion and
cooperation in the Ummah. It is indeed a great opportunity
for righteous believers, and for sinners too. In this month,
the Muslim Ummah remembers its eternal glory, its brilliant
past and its great victories, which strengthens its resolve
and stirs its feelings, so that every Muslim will adopt a
serious attitude and take stock of himself: will he, in this
blessed month, recover from his negligence and wake up
from his slumber? Or is his attitude during this month the
same as at other times, controlled by sins, distracted by
whims and desires and hopes for a long life?

O fasting brothers, there are widespread mistakes among
those who fast that need to be addressed; the cause of all of
them is lack of understanding of the religion of Allah and
its rulings. Every person who fasts, and hopes that his fast
will be accepted, must hasten to understand this great act
of worship in the light of the Sharee*ah and in accordance
with the Sunnah. The lack of understanding on the part of
some Muslims concerning this great act of worship has led
to these phenomena becoming widespread in the lives of
the Muslims. However, if a person does not benefit from
his fast in terms of learning lessons from it and attaining
Hasanaat (rewards) and knowledge, when will he benefit?
If a person does not straighten up in Ramadhaan, when
will he straighten up?

If the Muslim Ummah does not go back to the rule of
Sharee’ah and turn to its Book during this blessed season,
when will it do so? If its scholars, reformers, Daa‘iyahs and
thinkers do not get motivated to carry out their duties - of
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teaching, enjoining good, forbidding evil, correcting others
and seeking to bring people closer to Allah - when will
they be motivated? If the Muslims do not overcome their
differences and unite - when they are brought together
by these activities, fasting, worship and praying Qiyaam
- when will they unite and their hearts be purified from
negative feelings, grudges, hatred, envy and resentment?
If their tongues do not refrain from lying, backbiting,
gossiping and fabrications during this month, when will
they refrain? If they do not liberate themselves from whims
and desires and come back to the path of guidance and
follow the Sunnah of the Prophet M, when will they do that?

If the one who has been distracted from his religion by
his worldly affairs does not turn to Allah, when will he
turn to Him? If the Muslim youth do not benefit from this
great season - by reforming themselves and helping others
to reform - when will they benefit? If Muslim women do
not return to an atmosphere of faith, chastity, modesty and
Hijaab, when will they return? If the rich do not spend and
become generous with the wealth of Allah with which He
is testing them, when will they be generous?

O Ummah of Islam, this blessed month, in which the
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Muslims find an opportunity to worship Allah If, should
be a starting point for turning back to Him sincerely and
without wavering. It should not be a temporary change for
a few days. How blessed are those who fast and what glad
tidings there are, by Allah, for those who pray Qiyaam out
of faith and in the hope of reward, without any reluctance
or boredom, and without finding it burdensome.

O fasting brother, the Muslim should not feel that his
worship - his fasting, Qiyaam, charity, I'tikaaf, reading
Qur'aan and making supplications - is too much for his
Lord], All his deeds - no matter how many - are little in
comparison to the blessings that Allah if has bestowed
upon him. Itis a great loss and deprivation to let the days
and nights of this blessed month go by without any effort
being made on the part of the Muslims, to make the most
of this time, instead of spending the days sleeping and
lazing about, and the nights staying up to indulge in idle
entertainment and Haraam activities, going to extremes
in fulfilling physical desires and giving free rein to one's
physical senses, listening to, watching and saying things
that Allah $f has forbidden.

Do these people not remember how quickly this month
passes? Shouldn't they observe proper etiquette towards
the blessed month of Allah? Where are those who take
stock of themselves? The first ten days of this blessed
month have passed like the blink of an eye; indeed half
the month has already passed, and many of the Muslims
are still heedless and distracted. Haven't we learned a
lesson from those who were with us last Ramadhaan, but
death prevented them from being with us this year, for
Ramadhaan has come when they are already beneath the
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ground and decay has already started taking its toll? We do
not know, will we be able to complete this month or will
we also be prevented from doing so by the destroyer of
pleasures, that which breaks up groups (i.e., death)? And
Allah is the One Whose help we seek.

Now half of the month has passed; it seems like only
yesterday when we were looking forward to its arrival and
longing for its return, and soon it will end like all other
months. This is the way of Allah, may He be glorified.
So shouldn't we pause, O slaves of Allah, and take stock
of ourselves, and start a new page of righteous deeds,
especially as we are in the middle ten days of Ramadhaan,
the ten days of forgiveness? Is there anyone who wants to
expose himself to the mercy of the Lord, hoping that he
will attain these great blessings? We are now approaching
the last ten days of Ramadhaan, in which is Laylat al-Qadr.
Is there anyone who is preparing to strive hard in worship
of Allah and seeking His forgiveness? Isn't it about time for
heedless hearts and drifting minds to turn to Allah before
it is too late and before life comes to an end? All of us, no
doubt, are hoping for a rise in status and expiation of bad
deeds, and hope to attain Paradise. Then this is the season
of making good bargains with the Lord of the heavens and
earth. So let the one who wants to do good strive hard and
let the one who wants to do evil refrain.

O brothers in Islam, O Ummah of fasting and prayer, in
these blessed ten (middle) days an important event in the
history of the Ummah took place. It was a great victory, an
event that changed the course of history and one that is a
source of pride for the Muslim Ummah, past and present.
It has also provided an important lesson for this Ummah

EEQ
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throughout the ages, so that they might be certain that they
have no glory and no power except by adhering to their
religion and turning to their Lord, Who is the source of
victory and power. Do you know what this eventis? Itis a
day on which Allah caused Islam and its people to prevail,
and He humiliated Shirk and its people. It is the day of the
decisive battle on which Allah distinguished between truth
and falsehood, the day of the great battle of Badr, when the
Muslims were victorious, even though they were few in
number and lacking in military equipment, against a large
army of disbelievers and the adherents of Shirk. That only
came about because they supported the religion of Allah,
so Allah supported them and fulfilled His promise to them.

"Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause)" [al-
Hajj2y2:40], P p Hs { !
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"and (as for) the believers it was incumbent upon Us to
help (them)" [ar-Room 30:47],

It is expected of the Ummah of Islam today, when it is
surrounded with tribulations and afflicted with so much
turmoil, and all nations have come together against it,
to learn from its glorious past. A nation that has no past
has no present or future, but we are an Ummah that has
a civilisation, roots and history; we have a great past,
a promising present and a bright future - by Allah's
leave. Nothing is good for the later generations of this
Ummah except to adhere to what was good for its earlier
generations.

The Muslims must know that the month of Ramadhaan
is a month of striving hard, a month of strength and Jihad, a
month of greatvictories and dazzling conquests. Every time
the darkness grows intense and the clouds of calamity and
disaster spread throughout the lands of Islam, optimism
and hope are always present and the signs of victory are
there, praise be to Allah. All of this is embodied in the great
international Islamic revival that is encompassing all parts
of the world by the grace of Allah. In the blessed land of
al-Masjid al-Agsa, we see what gives us hope of Allah's
support for the Jihad of our brothers there, the Muslims in
Palestine. This should motivate all Muslims in all places to
rise up - on the basis of knowledge, reason and wisdom
- against every kind of alien thought and inauthentic
methodology, against all behaviour and conduct that is
contrary to the teachings of our great religion. The same
may be said of many places throughout the world which
will rejoice over the victory of Allah which we hope will
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come soon, by Allah's leave.

"And for Allah that is not hard or difficult'[/b/'aa/?eem
14:20),

Are we going to restore Ramadan, O brothers in Islam,
to its position of having a reviving impact on our Ummah?
Will we continue the life of worship, righteousness and
upholding ties with others (as we did in Ramadhaan)? Can
we attain Tawheed, unity, mutual compassion, kindness,
empathy and solidarity? This is what we hope and wish
for, and we are seeing its signs with Allah's help, praise be
to Him.

We hope, if Allah wills, to have the joy of seeing the
condition of Muslims in all places improve in the best of
ways. May Allah grant that soon, for He is the Most Kind,
Most Generous.

May Allah bless me and you with the Holy Qur'aan,
and with the guidance of the best of the Messengers. | say
these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us and you
and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness, for He is
the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah Who has made fasting a shield
and a means ofattaining piety and Paradise. | bear
witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah, Who prescribed fasting for us as a blessing
and bounty from Him. And | bear witness that
our Prophet Muhammad is His Slave and His
Messenger, who called people to the best religion
and the straightest path. May Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and upon his Family and
Companions.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and respect His
sacred limits and the practices that He has
prescribed. Appreciate the value of this month
and invest in its hours, days and nights. Guard
your fast against everything that may nullify
it or detract from it, and beware lest you be
among those whose only gain from the fast is
hunger and thirst, and whose only gain from
praying Qiyaam is exhaustion and tiredness. We
seek refuge with Allah from such deprivation.

Take your Prophet Mas a good example, for he was the
most generous of people and he was at his most generous
during Ramadhaan. He was like the fast-blowing wind
in his hastening to do good and racing to do acts of
kindness and righteousness. If this is the effort and action
of the one for whom Allah had forgiven all his earlier and
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later sinsl then how about us weak people? And Allah is
the One Whose help we seek.

O brothers in Islam, | remind you who turn to Allah
in your prayer, Thikr, recitation and Du'aa’, that Allah has
enjoined upon you the Zakaah of your wealth, and has
made it the third pillar of Islam. So strive to give itwillingly
and give generously from that which Allah has bestowed
upon you, for helping the poor and needy Muslims, the
Mujaahideen and those who are going through calamity
in all places. Do not forget your brothers and your fellow
Muslims in your sincere Du'aa’s during the blessed month.
Allah knows, O brothers in faith, how often the weapon
of Du'aa" has been the cause of bringing relief from many
calamities and removing many obstacles. Allah, may He be
exalted, says:

"And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad, may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) conceming
Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them by
My Knowledge). | respond to the invocations of the
supplicant when he calls on Me" [al-Baqgarah 2:186],

O slaves of Allah, make a pledge that you will adhere
to the path of righteousness and repentance, turning to
Allah in all of your affairs, so that you may attain mercy
and forgiveness, and ransom from the Fire in this blessed
month.

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have

1 Asitsays inthe Quraan: ‘That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past
and the future...” [al-Fath 48:2).
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mercy on you - upon the Prophet of mercy and guidance,
the best of those who fast and the noblest of those who
pray Qiyaam, as Allah has enjoined you to send blessings
and peace upon him in His Book, in which He says:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
,may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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Praise be to Allah Who has made His Sacred House
a place ofassembly for men and a place of safety
(cf 2:125), and has increased it in magnificence,
eminence, honour and awe. | praise Him, may
He be exalted, and | give thanks to Him, and 1
ask Him to help me to repent and turn to Him.
And | bear witness that there is no god worthy
of worship but Allah alone, with no partner or
associate, and | bear witness that our Prophet
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger,
His Chosen one and His Close Friend, may Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and upon
his Family and Companions, the virtuous and
righteous, and upon those who follow them in

truth until the Day of Resurrection.
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Muslims, fear Allah, may He be blessed and
exalted, for whoever fears Allah, He will
protect him, and whoever puts his trust in
Him, He will suffice him.

O slaves of Allah, during these days every year, the
Muslim Ummah approaches a great occasion; people look
forward to it and their hearts long for it, and the Muslims
rejoice in it. That occasion is, O slaves of Allah, the
pilgrimage to the sacred House of Allah, where you find
the holy places, the place where the Revelation descended
and the Prophet's mission began, the place from which
the light of faith shone forth for all of humankind. It is
this place where tears are shed, mercy descends, relief is
granted, status is raised, sins are expiated and the Lord
of mercy bestows kindness and generosity. As it says in
as-Saheehayn, in a Marfoo' Hadeeth narrated from Abu



Advice for Pilgrims to the Ancient House

Hurayrah
o * fl s's" tf’ s' o' = 20so0 & s' ° s

«0>JI M

"An acceptedHajj brings no less a reward than Paradise.”1

And it is also narrated from Abu Hurayrah 4* that the
Messenger of Allah Msaid:
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"Whoever performs Hajj and does not utter any obscene

speech or do any evil deed will go back as his mother bore

him."2

O pilgrims to the Sacred House of Allah, in order to gain
the benefits of Hajj and attain the blessings and reward
decreed for the pilgrims from Allah, everyone who heads
towards this Ancient House must adhere to the Shar'i way
and the guidance of the Prophet Min the manner in which
he performs this great obligation. There are conditions
and essential parts of Hajj, actions that are obligatory and
Mustahabb (recommended), guidelines and etiquette to be
observed - and attention must be paid to all of that.

O slaves of Allah, O pilgrims to the House of Allah, O
you who have come from far away, crossing wilderness and
desert, travelling by air and by sea, going through all this
hardship and putting up with all these difficulties, leaving
behind your wealth, your children and your homelands -1
give this brief and comprehensive advice to you, and a few
helpful words, as you prepare to perform this great act of
worship.

1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 1773; Saheeh Muslim, 1349
2  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 1819; Saheeh Muslim, 1350
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ed, the basic principle onwhich all acts of worship
ased, Hajj and others, is Tawheed, affirming the

s of Allah and worshipping Him alone, and no
llah says:

\V a oi i

Muhammad ,may peace and blessings of Allah
). Verily, my Salaat (prayer), my sacrifice,
my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the
Aalameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists).He has no
partner’ [aMn'aam 6:162-163],

The greatest aim and benefit of Hajj is to proclaim the
Oneness of Allah and avoid associating others with Him
in any way.

Allah says:

n @_ 13 J> i}jlp

"And (remember) when We showed Ibrahim (Abraham)
the site of the (Sacred) House (the Ka'hah at Makkah)
(saying): 'Associate not anything (in worship) with Me"
[al-Hajj 22:26],

Thus, itis not permissible to turn to any other
entity for the purpose of meeting their
needs, relieving their hardship
and healing their sick,
except to the
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One in Whose hands alone is control over all things, the
power to ward off evil and the alternation of days. There
is no God but He and none has the right to be worshipped
except He. Glorified and exalted be He far above all that
the Mushrikeen associate with Him.

2

= Sincerity towards Allah alone.

Allah says:

"Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience)
isfor Allah only" [az-Zumar 39:3],

So there should be no showing off, no seeking fame
and enhancing one's reputation, no turning away from
Allah and towards anyone or anything else -whether it
be individuals, slogans, methodologies or principles that
are contrary to this principle and which only nullify it or
detract from it.
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Following in the footsteps of the Beloved Prophet M,
3 =as Allah has commanded, and adhering to his Sunnah,
and learning from him, for he said, according to the report
narrated by Muslim from the Hadeeth of 'Aa‘'ishah

"Whoever does an action that is not part of this matter of
ours will have it rejected.”

Moreover, he Msaid concerning the Hajj:

"Learnfrom me your rituals (ofHajj).""1

4 Fearing Allah it, striving to obey Him and draw closer
=to Him by doing righteous deeds, especially when the
virtue of both time and place come together.

"And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the
best provision isAt-Tagwa (piety, righteousness, etc.)"[a/-
Bagarah 2:197].

. and also Thikr (words of remembrance of Allah, the
Almighty), Du'aa" (supplication), reading Qur'aan, Tawaaf
(circumambulation), reciting the Talbiyah, prayer and acts
of kindness.

Bringing to mind the importance of this obligatory
5°duty, which is not just a trip or holiday. It is not to
be undertaken as a habit or custom, or to copy someone
else. Rather it is a spiritual journey, the atmosphere of
which is filled with sublime meanings, noble aims and
great opportunities to repent and turn to Allah and to adhere

1 Narrated by Muslim, 1297; al-Bayhaqi, 5/125, from the Hadeeth of
Jaabir 4®
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to His straight path, far removed from misconceptions in
‘Ageedah and thought, and wrong behaviour and attitudes.

Bringing to mind the high esteem in which this Ancient
60House is held, the holiness of these blessed places and
the reverence and awe that surrounds them. No blood is to be
shed here, no tree is to be cut, no game is to be disturbed and
no lost property is to be picked up except
by the one who will announce it, as it says
in al-Saheehayn, in the report from Ibn
‘Abbaas 4*. The trees, game, people and
animals are all safe from fear and harm.

"Whoever enters it, he attains security
[Aal Imraan 3:97],

Itis not at all permissible to turn this
place into something that contradicts
the aims of Sharee'ah and the teachings
of Islam. There should be no call in this
place except the call to Allah alone;
there should be no slogan except the
slogan of Tawheed. It is not permissible
for the one who believes in Allah and the Last Day to
disturb the Muslims in this place or to terrify the people
who are secure in the Haram, or to use the Hajj for any
purpose that is contrary to the Sunnah of the leader of the
Messengers M-

Allah 8gsays:

"And whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to
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do wrong (i.e. practise polytheism and leave Islamic
Monotheism), him We shall cause to taste a painful
torment" [al-Hajj 22:25),

Preparing for Hajj by acquiring practical knowledge,
7-Iearning about the rulings and rituals of Hajj, and
asking people of knowledge about anything you do not
understand. It is not permissible to worship Allah on
the basis of ignorance or to perform the rituals without
knowledge - every pilgrim should pay a great deal of
attention to this matter.

8 Avoiding sins and Haraam actions,
«as Allah If says:

"Let there be no obscenity, nor wickedness, nor
wrangling in the Hajj!'[al-Bagarah 2:197).

Thus, a person should compel himself to do acts of
worship and keep away from sins, whatever they are.
Striving to make sure that one’s Hajj will be accepted
9 <and doing everything that could increase the Hasartaat
(good deeds) of the pilgrim and perfecting the rituals, with
the help of Allah. Part of this depends on choosing good
travelling companions. It also includes acquiring Halaal
(lawful) earnings, because that is one of the means of
acceptance, by Allah’s leave.

"1 r\ Striving to act in accordance with sublime Islamic
X U . principles and noble Shar'i etiquette, and keeping
away from anything that is contrary to good etiquette
and good manners with Allah or with His slaves. Beware
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of offending fellow Muslims in word or deed, for Hajj, O
slaves of Allah, is a school in which one learns to acquire a
noble attitude, praiseworthy characteristics, good qualities
and sublime principles such as patience, forbearance,
cooperation and selflessness, far removed from violence,
harshness, pushing and shoving, and annoying others.

O Ummah of Islam, this is how the pilgrims should
understand this great obligation. They should take this
advice to heart and make ita practical reality in their actions
and behaviour. Today, the Muslim Ummah is in the greatest
need of understanding and learning unity, faith, patience,
perseverance, cooperation, brotherhood, community spirit
and strength. All of these are the fruits and effects of this
great obligation which Allah has summed up in the words:

"That they may witness things that are of benefit to
them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also some
worldly gain from trade, etc.)" [al-Hajj 22:28],

I ask Allah by His beautiful Names and His sublime
Attributes to accept the efforts of the pilgrims who have
come to His Sacred House, and to render their Hajj
accepted, their efforts appreciated and their sins forgiven.
May He make it easy for them to perform their rituals and
help them to fulfill them properly. May He gave us and
them a good end, and help us and accept our good deeds,
for He is the Most Generous, Most Kind.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah, Who said: ‘And for every nation
We have appointed religious ceremonies” [al-Hajj
22:34], | praise Him and give thanks to Him, and
I ask Him to guide us to the path of truth. | bear
witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah and | bear witness that Muhammad is His
Slave and Messenger; may Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and upon his Family and

Companions and those whofollow him.
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and give thanks to Him for the great spiritual

ambience He has prepared for you, and the
abundant favours, many blessings, security
and faith, safety in your homelands, physical
health that He has bestowed upon you, and
all the other blessings, tangible and intangible,
that you enjoy morning and evening. To Allah

F ear Allah, O pilgrims to the House of Allah,

be praise and thanks, first and last, inwardly
and outwardly.

O guests of the Most Merciful, delegates of the All-
Knowing Sovereign, you have come to these holy lands,
so give thanks to Allah, may He be glorified, and focus
on worship and obedience. A lot of resources and services
have been made available to you, first and foremost by
Allah's grace, and then thanks to the actions of those who
are responsible for pilgrim services - may Allah reward
them and place that in the balance of their good deeds for
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their great efforts in taking good care of the pilgrims,.

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and adhere to the
commands of Allah and follow the system of rules and
regulations (for pilgrims). Beware of pushing and shoving
at doorways, on the street and in the holy places. Having
performed this obligatory duty, return with great benefits
and blessed effects, and you will succeed and prosper in
this world and the Hereafter.

Finally, send the blessings and peace - may Allah
have mercy on you - upon the best one who ever prayed,
fasted, performed Hajj and prayed Qiyaam, your Prophet
Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah, the best of humankind, as the
All-Knowing Sovereign has commanded you, when He said:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56),
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Praise be to Allah, Who honoured this
Ummah and made it the best nation evolved
for humankind, enjoining what is right,
forbidding what is wrong, and believing in
Allah. I praise Him, may He be exalted, and
thank Him for His bountiful blessings. |
bear witness that there is no god but Allah,
Who decreed superiority and prosperityfor
those who call to good and righteousness.
And | bear witness that Muhammad is His
Slave and His Messenger, the standard-
bearer ofDa'wah, Jihad and striving. May
Allah send blessings and peace upon him
and upon his Family and Companions
who followed his way and walked in his
footsteps, and those who follow them in
truth so long as morning and evening
alternate.
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With the

(guarding against infringements)
We Were the Best of Nations

Muslims, belief in Allah H, calling others
to Him, being sincere, cooperating in
righteousness and piety, advising one another
to adhere to the truth and patience, spreading
goodness and virtue among people, combating
evil, immorality and corruption, and
eradicating them from society are among the
most important characteristics of the Ummah
(nation) - the Ummah of Muhammad M - by
means of which it attained superiority over all
other nations.

Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, says:

"You (true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real
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followers of Prophet Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him and his Sunnah (legal
ways, etc.)) are the best of peoples ever raised up for
mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'roof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism
and all that Islam has ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar
(polytheism, dishelief and all that Islam has forbidden),

and you believe in Allah"[Aal imraan 3:110],

Hence, enjoining what is good and forbidding what is
evil is the mainstay of this religion, the greatest mission of
the Prophets and Messengers and of the righteous. Some
scholars go so far as to describe it as the sixth pillar of Islam.
This is because this principle encompasses the great benefits,
virtues and the interests that are served by it both in this
world and in the Hereafter, and neglecting it may result in
becoming entrenched in falsehood, the spread of corruption
and prevalence of sin, which is what incurs the wrath of Allah
and hastens the punishment for individuals and nations.

O Muslim Ummah, enjoining what is good and
forbidding what is evil is a sign of faith, and abandoning it
is a sign of hypocrisy.
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"The hypocrites, men and women, are from one another,
they enjoin (on the people) Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief and
polytheism of all kinds and all that Islam has forbidden),
and forbid (people) from Al-Ma'roof (ie. Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do)"[af-
Tawbah 9:67]

"The believers, men and women, are Awliya' (helpers,
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they
enjoin (onthe people) Al-Ma'roor{\.e. Islamic Monotheism
and all that Islam orders one to do), and forbid (people)
from Al-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and disbeliefofall kinds,
and all that Islam has forbidden)" [at-Tawbah 9:71],

They are among the greatest means of victory against
the enemy and of gaining power and strength in the land.

Allah $g says:

"Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). Truly,
Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.Those (Muslim rulers)
who, if We give them power in the land, (they) order for
lgaamat-as-Salaat. (i.e. to perform the five compulsory
congregational Salaat (prayers) (the males in mosques)),
to pay the Zakaat and they enjoin Al-Ma'roof{i.e. Islamic
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Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do), and
forbid Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, polytheism and all that
Islam has forbidden)" [al-Hajj 22:40,41],

They are the means of salvation and the guarantee of
prosperity.
Allah $g says:

"So when they forgot the reminders that had been
given to them, We rescued those who forbade evil, but
We seized those who did wrong with a severe torment
because they used to rebel (disobey Allah)'[al-Araaf

7:165),

To sum up, they are among the best of righteous deeds,
the most important of obligatory duties, and the most
binding of responsibilities. This is supported by the texts
of the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger.

Allah 3g says:

"Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to
all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma'roof {i.e. Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and
forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all

that Islam has forhidden)" [Aal Imraan 3:104],

Imam Muslim narrated that Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri -A
said: | heard the Messenger of Allah Msay:
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"Whoever among you sees an evil action, then let him
change it with his hand [by taking actionJ; if he cannot,
then with his tongue [by speaking out]; and if he cannot,
then with his heart - and that is the weakest offaith."”
According to another version: "Beyond that there is not
evenfaith the size ofa mustard seed."1

At-Tirmidhi and others narrated from Hudhayfah ibn

al-Yamaan W that the Prophet al said:
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"By the One in Whose hand is my soul, you shall certainly
enjoin what is good andforbid what is evil, or soon Allah
will send against you a punishmentfrom Him, then you
will call upon Him and He will not respond to you."2

It was narrated that Ibn Mas'ood ~ said that the
Messenger of Allah H said:
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1  Saheeli Muslim, 49
2 Narrated by Ahmad, 5/388; at-Tirmidhi, 2169
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"The first signs of decline that appeared among the
Children ofIsrael was when one man would meet another
and say: "O So and so, fear Allaah and give up what you
are doing, for it is not permissiblefor you." Then he would
meet him thefollowing day and that did not prevent him
from eating with him, drinking with him and sitting with
him. Wilren they did that, Allah hardened their hearts
equally.”

Then he said:
0A A gbCl SIiCA*IAN n
) SliGodsl*jlLjhj*all JS « 4=
N b ty™ j - * - 0% iizj $lc
gyi ° JOtl L —@®A ¥

"Those among the Children of Israel who dishelieved
were cursed by the tongue of Dawood (David) and 'Eesa
(Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). That was because they
disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) and were ever
transgressing beyond bounds.They used not to forbid
one another from the Munkar (wrong, evildoing, sins,
polytheism, disbelief, etc.) which they committed. Vile
indeed was what they used to do.You see many of them
taking the disbelievers as their Awliya' (protectors and
helpers). Evil indeed is that which their own selves have
sent forward before them, for that (reason) Allah's Wrath
fell upon them and in torment they will abide. And had
they believed in Allah, and in the Prophet (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and in
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what has been revealed to him, never would they have
taken them (the disbelievers) as Awliya' (protectors and
helpers), but many ofthem are the Faasigoon (rebellious,
disobedient to Allah)" [al-Maaldah 5:78-81],

Then he said:
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"No, by Allaah, you must enjoin what is good andforbid
what is evil, and stop the evildoer, and compel him to
conform with what is right and restrict him to what is
right, otherwise Allah will harden your hearts equally
then He will curse you as He cursed them."1

O brothers in faith, what do you think if the one who
is afflicted with a chronic disease in part of his body were
to neglect it? Wouldn't the disease spread to the rest of his
body? Then it would be difficult to treat it and it would be
unlikely to heal. The same applies to evil, O slaves of Allah.
If it appears and is left alone and not changed, then soon
people get used to it and find it unobjectionable, at which
point it becomes difficult to change it and remove it. Then
the evils and immorality become widespread and the ship
of the Ummah will sink.

The Messenger of Allah M gave an eloquent likeness of
this when he said:

1 Narrated by Ahmad, 1/391; Abu Dawood, 4336; at-Tirmidhi, 3047
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"T/ze one who adheres to the limits of Allah and the one
who transgresses them are like people who drew lots for
their berths on a ship. Some of them got berths in the upper
part of it and some of them in the lower part. When those
who were in the lower part wanted water, they would pass
by those who were above them. So they said: If we make
a hole in our part of the ship, then we will not have to
disturb those who are above us. I f they left them to do what
they wanted, all of them would be doomed, but if they took
measures to stop them, all of them would be saved.”1

O Muslims, the scholars of Islam have discussed the
importance of this great Islamic principle.

Al-Ghazaali (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

"Enjoining what is good and forbidding what
is evil is the mainstay of this religion, and it is the
mission with which Allah sent all the Prophets. If it
is neglected and ignored, and it is not learned and
put into practice, then the teachings of Prophethood
would no longer be followed and religious teachings
would be diminished; people would begin to drift

Narrated by Ahmad, 4/268; al-Bukhaari, 2493; from the Hadeeth of
an-Nu'maan ibn Basheer &
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away and misguidance, ignorance and corruption
would become widespread. The hole would grow
bigger, the country would be ruined and the people
would be doomed, and no one would realise the
extentof that doom excepton the Day ofJudgement."1

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy
on him) said:

"Enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil is
that with which Allah sent down His Book, the message
with which He sent His Messengers; it is part of the
religion."2

Imam an-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

"It is an important principle without which the affairs
of the Ummah cannot be sound. [...] The one who seeks the
Hereafter and strives to attain the pleasure of Allah fg must
pay attention to it, for its benefits are great."3

O brothers in Islam, al-Ma'roof (what is good) is that
which Islam enjoins. This includes everything enjoined by
Allah and His Messenger of beliefs, words and actions, such
as faith, Islamic teachings and practice, righteous deeds,
virtuous attitudes and so on. Al-Munkar (what is bad) is
everything that Allah and His Messenger have forbidden,
the most abhorrent and serious of which are objectionable
beliefs, matters that have been introduced into the religion
(innovation), and major sins. May Allah protect us and you
from them.

O Ummah of Islam, O best of nations ever raised up for
humankind, the duty to enjoin what is good and forbid
what is bad is not limited to one particular individual or

1 t/n/ "Ulooni ad-Deen, 2/306
2 Majnioo' al-Fataawa, 28/121
3 Sharh Saheeh Muslim by an-Nawawi, 2/24
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organisation. Rather, it is the duty of every Muslim, which
each one should do according to his ability, position and
status. However, the burden upon the decision-makers -
people in authority, scholars, prominent people, specialists
and Daa'iyahs (callers to Islam) - is not like the burden of
others. The father is responsible for his family and children;
the teacher is responsible in his field; the employee
is responsible in his department; the businessman is
responsible in his marketplace, and so on. Each is standing
at a border, guarding Islam; each shepherd is responsible
for his flock. The true Muslim, wherever he goes, benefits
others because he is a member of the body of this Ummabh;
he has his position and his duties towards it. He is required
to interact with his community, feeling its pain and being
active initsenvironment to spread good and righteousness,
and to ward off evil and corruption.

O Ummah of Muhammad, O best of nations ever
raised up for humankind, there is no way to stand up
to these challenges and resist conspiracies except by
adhering strongly to the immutable truths, principles and
foundations to which the glory of this Ummah, and its
happiness in this world and after death, are connected.
In addition to that, there must also be proper handling of
new developments and changes. The core of all these fixed
principles is adhering to this important duty, which is the
most fundamental and strongest foundation which, if the
Ummah adheres to it, it will gain power and prevail, and it
will be victorious.

It is the essence of this religion, by means of which the
Ummah attained a position of superiority over all others.

What the Muslims must do is enjoin what is good and
forbid what is evil. However, it is essential that the people
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who do this should be people who possess gentleness,
knowledge, forbearance, mercy and wisdom, so that their
efforts will have a positive impact, far removed from harsh
rebukes.

As a matter of fact, those who have undertaken the role
of Hisbah (guarding against infringements) - may Allah
guide and support them - are striving their utmost. They
should be commended and encouraged with financial and
moral support, and people should stop exaggerating about
their mistakes.

Those who work in this field are among the best of this
Ummah - that is what we think, but we cannot confirm that
someone is good, and Allah knows best. The field of al-
Hisbah (guarding against infringements) is the crowning
honour of this Ummah and the most important element
of its mission, one of the main features of its civilisation.
It is a safety valve, by Allah's leave, that protects it from
ideological misconceptions and moral deviance. The
Islamic state cannot do without it.
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"Those (Muslim rulers) who, if We give them power
in the land, (they) order for lqgaamat-as-Salaat. (i.e. to
perform the five compulsory congregational Salaat
(prayers) (the males in mosques)), to pay the Zakaat and
they enjoin Al-Ma'roof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all
that Islam orders one to do), and forbid Al-Munkar (i.e.
disbelief, polytheism and all that Islam has forbidden)
(ie. they make the Qur'aan as the law of their country
in all the spheres of life). And with Allah rests the end of
(all) matters (of creatures)"[al-Hajj 22:41],

Enjoining good and forbidding evil is the lifebelt of
the Ummah. Those who undertake this role - may Allah
bless them and protect them - are men who care deeply
for the Ummah and are disturbed by the presence of
evils in their communities. They are enthusiastically and
conscientiously striving hard to remove those evils, so as
to protect the morality of the Ummah and preserve its well-
being in terms of beliefs, thought and behaviour, so that
the elements of its power will remain.

They are beacons of guidance and lamps of light who
are striving with wisdom and enthusiasm to putright what
people have corrupted. They are callers to the religion of
Allah and guardians of the faith. How much trouble and
difficulties they go through to carry out this tough mission!
It is no wonder some insignificant people try to create
trouble for them, because they stand up to their whims and
desires and seek to put a halt to temptation and immorality.
It is faith and a sense of concern (Gheerah) that motivate
them. By Allah, what great men they are! May Allah bless
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their deeds and efforts, and multiply their rewards.

Allah, besides Whom there is no other god, is our
witness that we love them and pray for them, because of
the heavy burden they are carrying as they strive to block
the sources of evil in the Ummah. They guard the weak
points in society lest crime and immorality sneak in under
cover of "personal freedom" or false "progress” or rotten
"civilization".

It is the duty of the entire Ummah to support the idea of
Hisbah (guarding against infringements), for the weakening
or disappearance of this concept, and the neglect of learning
it and acting upon it, are a warning sign of serious trouble
and grave harm for the entire Ummah. The one who examines
the state of the Muslim world today will realize what a
blessing Allah has bestowed upon the land of the Two Holy
Sanctuaries - may Allah protect it - and how much attention
they have paid to this important matter. Taking care of the
matter of Hisbhah is a crowning achievement for this nation,
which set up an independent department and leadership
to take care of it. These efforts are worthy of praise and
commendation, something which no fair-minded person
can deny. This is something that should be highlighted and
not overlooked. We hope that the Muslims will cooperate
in this matter and that there will be more support from the
righteous people within the Ummabh, for there is a great deal
of evil and the efforts of those who seek to sabotage the
Ummah are ongoing; there is no let up in the introduction of
evils into our society. And Allah

N fo 5d ist

“Allah does not change a people’s lot unless they change
what is in their hearts” [ar-Ra ‘d 13:11],
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Let us fear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and let each of us
carry out this duty himself, to enjoin what is good and
forbid what is evil. Let us cooperate to fulfil this great
principle; let us unite against those who want to create rifts
in our Ummah by spreading evil and corruption. Let us base
our actions on sincerity, wisdom, compassion, kindness,
deliberation and mercy; these are the most prominent
characteristics that the one who wants to undertake this
mission must acquire, because they are callers to goodness,
mercy, care and compassion towards their Muslim brothers,
and they are motivated by concern for the religion of Allah.
Whoever is like that deserves to be encouraged, helped,
honoured and given financial and moral support.

O best of nations ever raised up for humankind, if
this principle is neglected and its carpet rolled up, if its
supporters become few and its banner is lowered, if it
is no longer learned and acted upon, then this guidance
and ignorance will become widespread, the country will
become corrupted and the people will be doomed. Anyone
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who looks at what has happened to contemporary societies
will be deeply saddened by the spread of haraam actions
and indescribable evils that have impacted many fields,
including beliefs, laws, morality and academia. All of
this has led to a weakening of protective zeal for women
and honour being transgressed. Destructive and deviant
principles have become widespread and corrupt men and
women have gained influence. Do not even ask about that
which is broadcast on satellite channels and the Internet. It
begs the question:

Where is Islamic pride and honour? Where is religious
zeal? Indeed, where is sound human nature, chivalry
and true manhood? Have they been taken away from
our hearts and diminished in our souls? If evil becomes
overwhelming and corruption becomes widespread, and is
not changed, then the punishment will reach the righteous
and the evildoer alike. It was narrated that Jaabir <& said
that the Messenger of Allah Msaid:
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"Allah M inspired Jibreel (as) to turn such and such a
city upside down with its people. He said: ‘O Lord, among
them is Your slave So-and-so, who never disobeyed You
for an instant.” He said: "Turn it upside down with him
and with them, for the colour ofhisface did not change at
allfor My sake at any time [i.e., he was not dismayed by
evil]l.""1

1 Narrated by at-Tabaraani in nl-Awsat, 7661; al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab al-
Eeniaan, 7595 (7189 Indian edition).
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It was narrated that the Mother of the Believers, Zaynab
bintJahsh said: | said: 'O Messenger of Allah, would we
be destroyed when there are righteous people among us?'
He said:

"Yes, ifevil becomes prevalent.”
Agreed upon.1

Despite all this, there are still on this earth those who
guard the limits set by Allah and openly call people to
adhere to them. We should not despair ofthe mercy of Allah;
rather we should be optimistic, In Sha* Allah. Nevertheless,
the matter requires more collaboration among the Muslims
in order to revive this important principle and spread it in
the Muslim world so that good will prevail and spread,
and evil will diminish and be defeated.

“And for Allah that is not hard or difficult” [Ibraaheem 14:20;
Faatir 35:17].

May Allah bless me and you and cause us to benefit
from the Holy Qur'aan. May Allah benefit me and you
with the Sunnah of the leader of the Messengers. May Allah
guide us to His straight path, protect us by His grace from
the painful torment, and accept the repentance of us all, for
He is the Acceptor of repentance, the Most Merciful.

1  Saheeli al-Bukhaari, 7059; Muslim, 2880
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Praise be to Allah, Lord ofLords and Creator of the means.
| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah, the Almighty, the Giver, and | bear witness that
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger, the best
of those who undertook the mission of calling people to
Allah and guarding against infringements. May Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and upon his Family
and Companions, who were men of

insight and wisdom, and upon the

Taabieen (generationfollowing

the Companions) and those

f> who follow them in guidance

A J * until the Day ofJudgement.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and do what Allah
has commanded you of enjoining what is good
and forbidding what is evil, for you know of
its importance in this religion, the evidence for
it, and the stem warning against abandoning
or neglecting it. You know to what extent the
situation ofthe Ummah has deteriorated, and the
reasons for that, the bad consequences thereof
are clear to you, and you have learned how to
deal with this problem and the characteristics
of those who undertake this task.

Nothing remains now but sincere efforts based on sound
principles and wise guidelines, giving up procrastination,
fatalism and blaming one another or outsiders for what
has happened. If each one of us were to undertake his
duties, learn his role and his mission, and cooperate with
his brothers, there would be no way that falsehood could
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spread and corruption would not be so prevalent. However,
itis the way of Allah with His creation to test them, in order
to show who will strive and work hard, and who will be
neglectful and apathetic. You have a good example in the
Messenger of Allah % who was most concerned lest the
limits set by Allah be transgressed, and was very keen to
convey the message of Allah, and who was the most angry
if the sacred limits of Allah were transgressed. So follow
his example and you will succeed and prosper.

And send blessings and peace - may Allah have mercy
on you - upon the guide and the bringer of glad tidings,
the lamp bringing light, as the Lord, the Most Kind, the
All-Knowing, enjoined you when He said:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaah
33:56],
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Two Ways of Earning a Living Cannot be the Same

Praise be to Allah Who has permitted to us at-
Tayyibaat (that which is Halaal i.e., lawful and
good) and hasforbidden to us al-Khabaa'ith (that
which is Haraam i.e., unlawful and bad). I praise
Him, may He be exalted, as one who acknowledges
His blessings; | give thanks to Him, may He be
glorified and exalted, as one who acknowledges
His bounty. | praise Him as he deserves to be
praised, for He is the Most Praiseworthy and
Most Glorious, deserving of all thanks and
praise. | bear witness that there is no god worthy
of worship except Allah alone, with no partner
or associate. In what He has permitted to us, He
has caused us to have no need of that which is
forbidden. And | bear witness that our Prophet
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger,
the best of humankind; may Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and his noble Family and
Companions, and the Taabi'een (generation
following the Companions) and those whofollow
them in truth.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and give thanks
to Him for having guided you to Islam
and having sufficed you with that which is
permitted so that you have no need of that
which is forbidden.

O brothers in Islam, Islam brought a comprehensive
system that provides guidelines for all aspects of life
and shows how people's needs are to be dealt with in all
their affairs, at both the individual and communal level,
in the best manner. It has set up a system by means of
which people establish their relationship with Allah and
their dealings with His slaves. All this is within the limits
of what is Halaal and good, and within the framework of
what is permitted and prescribed - a sound framework that
sets out guidelines concerning people's rights and dues,
protects their interests, wards off harm and bad things
from them, and guards their lives, honour and wealth, on

KD
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the basis of justice, light and guidance.

Islam has also prescribed sound beliefs and sublime
acts of worship that establish a connection between the
individual and his Lord, and all of that is based on the
Qur'aan and Sunnah. Moreover, Islam has drawn up
guidelines for people in the field of interactions with one
another, within the just and sound framework that is
controlled by Shar'i guidelines, conditions and etiquette
that must be taken into consideration and adhered to,
and all interactions should be undertaken within these
limits and guidelines. Therefore, there should be no chaos,
wrongdoing, transgression, robbery, deceit, delays in
payment, ambiguity in buying, fraud or betrayal. Rather,
there should be fairness, respect, justice, sincerity, clarity
and paying attention to the rights of others.

Allah H says:

"0 you who believe! Eat not up your property among
yourselves unjustly except it be a trade amongst you,
by mutual consent. And do not kill yourselves (nor kill
one another). Surely, Allah is Most Merciful to you. And
whoever commits that through aggression and injustice,
We shall cast him into the Fire, and that is easy for Allah."
[an-Nisa’ 4:29-30]
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"And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any
llegal way e.g. stealing, robbing, deceiving, etc.), nor
give bribery to the rulers (judges before presenting
your cases) that you may knowingly eat up a part ofthe
property of others sinfully" [al-Bagarah 2:188],

The Prophet Stsaid in the great Khutbah that he delivered
on the Day of 'Arafah:
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"Your blood, your wealth and your honour are sacred to
you, as sacred as this day ofyours, in this month ofyours,
in this land ofyours.
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Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy upon him) and
others narrated that the Messenger of Allah M said:
f oy os ~N £ o*s$ s
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"It is not permissible to take the wealth ofa Muslim unless

he gives it willingly."1

Imam Muslim (may Allah have mercy upon him)
narrated from Abu Hurayrah 4* that the Messenger of
Allah St said:
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"Allaah is Good and does not accept anything but that
which is good. Allaah has enjoined upon the believers that
which He has enjoined upon the Messengers.

He says:

o eIt 18£S QK>

'0 (you) Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat [all kinds of
Halal (lawful) foods which Allaah has made lawful (meat
of slaughtered eatable animals, milk products, fats,
vegetables, fruits)] and do righteous deeds. Verily, | am
Well-Acquainted with whatyou do'[al-Mu'minoon 23:51],

and He says:

~ OotiL A A= omb ~

'0 you who believe (in the Oneness of Allaah — Islamic
Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful things that We have
provided you with' [al-Bagarah 2:172).

Narrated by Ahmad, "bill.; Abu Ya'la, 1570, from the Hadeeth of the
paternal uncle of Abu Hurrah ar-Rigaashi
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Then he mentioned a man who undertakes a lengthy

journey and is dishevelled and dusty, raising his hands

towards heaven and saying, 'O Lord, O Lord!" but hisfood

is Haraam, his drink is Haraam, his clothing is Haraam,

he is nourished with Haraam so how can he receive a

response?1

O Muslims, the Muslim is required to conduct his
business transactions - buying and selling, renting,
lending and borrowing, pledging, trading and other types
of business dealings - in accordance with the perfect law
of Allah. Some people whose understanding of religion is
limited have gone astray, as they have restricted religion to
acts of worship. Out ofignorance or carelessness, they have
separated religion from daily life with all thatitincludes of
rules and interactions, and they have indulged in handling
the wealth of Allah in unlawful ways; they do not care
whether what they have accumulated is from Halaal or
Haraam sources. For them, what is "Halaal" is whatever
comes into their hands, no matter what its source. They
would not refrain from Haraam transactions, using various
kinds of prohibited tricks to acquire wealth by any means.
Love of this world has had a huge impact and their hearts
are controlled by the glamour of wealth. They have been
dazzled by love of money and have become obsessed
with materialistic gain. They are prepared even to sell
their religion for a little worldly gain for themselves or

for others - Allah's refuge is sought! Riba is their means
1 Saheeh Muslim, 1015
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of doing business and cheating is second nature to them.
Treachery istheirbanner and deceitis their habit. Swearing
false oaths is their means of getting something; robbing
others and forgery are usual practices among them; lying
and deceit are the methods they use for the sake ofworldly
gain; they strive hard to make worldly gains and they are
prepared to sacrifice everything for that. They do not think
of the consequences and they do not worry that they will
have to answer for all of that. They do not take stock of
themselves and they do not learn anything from death.
They have no thought of the Hereafter or the Reckoning.

"And those who do wrong will come to
know by what overturning they will be
overturned" [ash-Shu‘ara’ 26:227],

O Ummah of Islam, the Islamic
Sharee'ah (legislation) has paid a
great deal of attention to these
business transactions, which
are the focus of a large portion
of Islamic Figh (jurisprudence)
because they are directly
connected to people's lives
and how they interact with
one another. Great importance
has been given to business
transactions because of
the ignorance that prevails
among many people due to
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the lack of knowledge of the rulings on these transactions.
As we are living in a time when materialism has become
prevalent and there is little concern about falling into
Haraam and ambiguous matters, when acquisition of
money has become the ultimate goal of so many people,
to such a point that some have become corrupted for
the sake of accumulation, and the religious and moral
deterrents have become weak - for all these reasons it is
very importantto remind people and talk about this topic.
How could we notdo so when the way people interacthas
such a far-reaching effect, whether negative or positive, on
the individual, the family and society?

O Muslims, good, Halaal earnings have ahuge impacton
the individual's behaviour and attitude, spiritual welfare,
conscience, deep insight, the good state of his family, and
the acceptance of his Du'aa" (supplication). It also has an
impact on the welfare of society, the soundness of its affairs
and the righteousness of its individuals.

Evil and Haraam transactions have a negative impact
and spell bad news for the individual and for society. As
itis narrated:
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"Any flesh that grew from Haraam, the Fire is more
befittingfor it."1

It was narrated by Imam Ahmad, and by al-Bayhagqi in
Shu'ab al-Eemaan, with a hasan isnaad from Ibn Mas'ood
that the Prophet M said:

1 Narrated by Ahmad, 3/321; at-Tirmidhi, 614; Ibn Hibbaan, 1723; at-
Tabaraani in al-Mu'jam al-Kabeer, 19/136, from the hadeeth of Jaabir ibn
'Abdullah and Ka'b ibn 'Ujrah (may Allah be pleased with them both).
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"No one eoer acquires wealth from a Haraam source
then spends from it and it is blessed for him, or gives it
in charity and it is acceptedfrom him, and if he leaves it
behind it will be his means to the Fire. Allah Sf does not
erase one bad deed by another; rather He erases bad deeds
by good deeds. Evil cannot erase evil."'1

Thus, you realize, O brothers in Islam, that Haraam
earnings and transactions are evil, a calamity and trial
in this world and punishment and Fire in the Hereafter
- Allah's refuge is sought. How can it befit a Muslim to
hear this warning and see all the dangers, in this world
and in Hereafter, posed by this type of interaction, and
then not care abouthow he earns aliving? Aswell as being
indicative of a lack of religious commitment, this is also
indicative of a problem in understanding and thinking,
and shows that he is giving precedence to the transient
over that which is eternal.

Al-Bukhaari (may Allaah have mercy upon him)
narrated in his Saheeh from Abu Hurayrah 4® that the
Messenger of Allah M said:
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1 Al-Musnadt, 1/387; Shu'ab al-Eemaan, 5524



£t“ heHARAM

"There will come a time when a man would not care about
what he earns, whether it is from a Halaal source or a
Haraam one."1

Brothers in faith, today we are living in a time when this
problem is prevalent. There are a lot of Haraam business
transactions and evil earnings have become widespread.
Many Muslims - may Allah guide them - are acquiring
wealth by means of cheating and deceitin transactions, and
by betrayal with regard to the work and responsibilities
that are assigned to them.

The governmentemployee who isnegligentin doing his
work and does not handle the Muslims' requests properly
is cheating in his work and exposing himself to guilt of
consuming Haraam by taking his salary whilst neglecting
his work and not paying attention to it. Some of them do
not refrain from taking bribes to carry out some requests
for the Muslims. Doing this is cheating the Muslims and
betraying people in authority.

There are businessmen and traders who deal with Riba
and Haraam loans, and conceal faults that may be presentin
products, and cheatthe buyer with regard to the price, and
cheat in weights and measures, or deal in Haraam things
such as musical instruments and the like. Moreover, there
are companies, institutions, and contractors whose people
do notrefrain from cheating and betraying the Muslims.

The same applies to those who treat workers and
employees unfairly, delaying payment of their dues and
refusing to pay them their salaries. In addition, there are
those who deal with bribery and fraud, or steal from the
public wealth of the Muslims, or use for personal benefit

1  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 2059
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things that belong to the public.

There are those who deal in gambling, lotteries and
Haraam types of insurance, or who engage in taking things
by force and transgression, or artificially inflating prices;
and those whose dealings are based on ambiguity and
lies, whether they are dealing with individuals or official
departments.

All of these people are dealing in Haraam and all of those
transactions are crimes and shameful acts which render
one ashamed and speechless before Allah and before the
people. However, it is an obligation to point out all the
problems that exist in Muslim society, so that people may
avoid them and keep away from them. It is enough for
the sensible man to visit some markets and other places
of buying and selling, or food and clothing stores, or car
showrooms, or the offices of real estate agents and so on, to

teg
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find out some of the things that some companies, trading
establishments and so on are doing, and to see with his
own eyes the huge contrast between what is required in
Islam and what actually happens in real life.

Do not ask about what happens in the courts and rights
tribunals of disputes and conflicts over material matters
having to do with money, real estate, pieces of land, farms,
roads and so on. What lies behind all of that is greed,
wrongdoing and transgression against the rights of the
Muslims. And Allah is the One Whose help we seek.

O Muslims, fear Allah concerning yourselves and your
earnings. Look atwhat is going into your savings of money
and whatis going into your stomachs of food.

O traders and businessmen, be honest and sincere
with Allah and with His slaves. Beware of wronging or
cheating people. Glad tidings to the one whose earnings
are Halaal, and how doomed is the one whose flesh has
grown from Haraam things! The one who cares about
his salvation should settle matters and give people their
dues before death comes unexpectedly and he regrets his
transgressions. The Prophet M said:
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"Whoever has wronged his brother with regard to his
wealth or honour, let him ask him toforgive him before
it is takenfrom him when there are no dinars or dirhams,
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and ifhe has any hasanaat, some will be taken and given to
his brother, otherwise some of his brother's sayyi‘aat will
be taken and put on him."1

Remember, O you who have wealth, that Allah will
ask you about all of your wealth, great or small, on a
tremendous Day when every nursing mother will forget
her nursling, and every pregnant one will drop her load
(cf. 22:2). This is the Day when a person will not move on
(on the Day of Judgement) until he has been asked about
four things, including his wealth, from where he acquired
it and on what he spent it, as it says in a Saheeh report
from the master of humankind M, as was narrated by at-
Tirmidhi and others from the Hadeeth of Abu Barzah 4e.2
So prepare an answer to this question, and make sure you
will be able to give the right answer. How many are those
who will be silenced and unable to answer because of the
wealth they acquired by Haraam means - we seek Allah's
refuge. We ask Allah to suffice us by means of that which
He has permitted so that we have no need of that which
He has forbidden, and to suffice us by His grace so that
we have no need of anyone other than Him, for He is Most
Generous, Most Kind.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive me
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 2449, 6534; at-Tabaraani in Musnad al-
Shaamiyyeen, 1326, from the Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah
2 Narrated by ad-Daarimi, 554; at-Tirmidhi, 2417; Abu Ya'la, 7434
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Praise be to Allah, much good and blessed praise, as much
as our Lord loves and is pleased with. | bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with
no partner or associate, the testimony by means of which
we hopefor salvation on the day when the contents of the
graves are brought out and poured forth (i.e., when all
humankind is resurrected). That is the Day when all that
is in the hearts (of men) shall be made known (cf. 100:9-
10). And | bear witness that Muhammad is the Slave
of Allah and His Messenger, His beloved and His close
friend. May Allah send blessings and peace upon him and
upon his Family and Companions, and those who follow
them in truth until the Day ofJudgement.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and strive hard
to ensure that your earnings are Halaal and
blessed, no matter what they are, for Allah will
never accept anything but that which is good
(i.e., from a Halaal source). You should make
sure that you understand clearly matters of Halaal and
Haraam, and ask about anything you do not understand
with regard to business transactions and dealings. Beware
of grey areas and unclear matters, for whoever falls into
them may then be led into things that are Haraam. The
Prophet Msaid: "That which is Halaal is clear and thatwhich
is Haraam is clear, and between them are doubtful matters
which many people do not understand. Whoever guards
against the doubtful matters will protect his religious
commitment (from shortcomings) and will protect his
honour (from slander), but whoever falls into that which is
doubtful will fall into that which is Haraam.”1
Adhere to honesty and sincerity when carrying out
your work as employees or as businessmen. Be sincere
towards Allah and towards people
authority who entrusted you
with this work, by paying
attention to what is in
the best interests of the
Muslims so that there
1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari,
52; Muslim, 1599, from

the Hadeeth of an-Nu
‘'maan ibn Basheer
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will be an atmosphere of co-operation and love between
the members of Muslim society. You should understand
that what is Halaal is a blessing and mercy for you and
your family and children and all of society. Remember that
at the Reckoning you will be asked about every penny you
earned and how you spent it. Whoever takes any salary
or wages, Allah will ask him about the work he did. So
be sincere and honest, O Muslims, in your dealings with
others and in all your affairs, and you will be blessed and
will prosper in this world and the Hereafter.

Send blessings and peace - may Allah have mercy on
you - upon the one who was sent as a mercy and ablessing,
your Prophet Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah, as Allah has
enjoined you to send blessings and peace upon him when
He said:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him% and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). O you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (askAllah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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“The Believers are Nothing Else than Brothers"

Praise be to Allah; we praise Him and seek His help and
guidance, we seek Hisforgiveness and repent to Him. We
seek refuge with Allahfrom our evil inclinations and the
whispers of the Shaytaan and our evil deeds. Whomsoever
Allah guides is truly guided and whomsoever He sends
astray, you will neverfind for him a helper or guide.

| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah alone, with no partner or associate. He has made
brotherhood one ofthe characteristics ofthe people oflslam
and one of the prerequisitesfor soundness offaith. He has
made His slaves, after they were divided, come together as
if they were a strong structure. And | bear witness that
our Prophet Muhammad ibn "Abdullah is His Messenger,
His chosen onefrom among His creation and the best of
His Messengers. He established brotherhood among the
believers and strove to bring the M uslims*hearts together.
Through him, Allah brought people together after they had
been divided, through him He brought independence of
means after they had been poor, through him He brought
honour after they had been humiliated. May Allah send
blessings and peace upon him and upon his pure family
and the noble companions, both Muhaajireen and Ansaar,
and the Taabi‘een (generationfollowing the Companions)
and those whofollow them in truth so long as night and
day alternate.



Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah,

“and adjust all matters of difference among you, and obey
Allah and His Messenger (’1Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), if you are believers” [al-

Anfaal 8:1].

O slaves of Allah, one of the greatest principles, the
foundation of which was laid down firmly by our religion,
is the principle of brotherhood among the believers. “The
believers are nothing else than brothers” [al-Hujuraat 49:10],
Although the nature of brotherhood among people may
differ according to different backgrounds and inclinations,
the strongest and most lasting bond is that of brotherhood
based on religion, which cannot be undone; it does not
change with the passage of time and does not differ among
people from one place to another. Rather, itbrings the people
of Islam together despite far distances, remoteness from
one another and differences in their lands and countries.
It is the brotherhood that is based on 'Ageedah and faith,
founded on pure submission to Allah. This is the secret of
its strength, its deep-rootedness and its bringing together
the followers of Islam in the east and the west, transforming
them into one Ummah, with strong foundations and bonds
that cannot be affected by violent storms, like a firm
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structure and a single body.

Al-Bukhaari and Muslim
(may Allah have mercy upon
them) narrated in their Saheehs
that Abu Moosa al-Ash'ari  said
that the Messenger of Allah M said:

"The bond between believers is like a structure, parts
of which support other parts.” And he M interlaced his

fingers.1

And they narrated that an-Nu'maan ibn Basheer 4« said
that the Messenger of Allah M said:
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“The likeness of the believers in their mutual love, mercy
and compassion is that of the body; when one part of it is

1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 481; Saheeh Muslim, 2585
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in pain, the rest of the body joins it in restlessness and
fever."1

O brothers, the brotherhood of Islam is the essence
of strong faith and the basis of powerful and sensitive
emotions that the Muslim has in his heart towards his
brothers in faith. This is so that he lives by means of them,
among them and with them, as if they are all branches
stemming from one great tree, emerging from a single root
through which all barriers of race and colour diminish,
racial discrimination disappears and nationalistic fervour
dies away. Thus, there remains the basis on which the
global Islamic community is built, which is united by a
special bond and shaded by one banner and no more; it is
the banner of faith and the bond of brotherhood in Islam.
Allah fg says:

"0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a
female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you
may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of
you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Tagwa (i.e.
one ofthe Muttagoon (pious). Verily, Allah is All-Knowing,
All-Aware" [al-Hujuraat 49:13).

O brothers in Islam, in the Muslim society that is based
on "Ageedah and faith and is united in the teachings of Islam,
the brotherhood of faith takes the place of brotherhood
through blood. In such a society, the bond of faith takes
the place of materialistic bonds, personal interests and
selfishness, whereby the Muslim loves for his Muslim

1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 6011; Saheeh Muslim, 2586
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brothers what he loves for himself. Thus, he feels sad when
they are sad and feels happy where they are happy; he
shares their joys and sorrows and feels their pain. In this
way, Islam put an end to all traces of selfishness that lead to
wrongdoing, because selfishness is a hateful characteristic
and a serious problem. Islam fought against it and brought
in its place brotherhood and love.

The onewho studies the history ofthis Ummah will realise
that the Muslim Ummah could not have come together and
united, achieved anything or raised the banner of victory
or established a state or caused its enemy to fear except
through brotherhood among its followers. Thisbrotherhood
is a mighty brotherhood that is unparalleled in the history
of nations, a brotherhood that represents strong power on
which the foundation of this glorious, persevering, strong
and victorious Ummah was laid. Thus, it was able to ward
off overwhelming attacks, enemy campaigns and unjust
transgressions, and after each conflict with its opponents,
it could hold its head high, powerful and strong.

O Ummah of unity and brotherhood, in our Muslim
history we see great and unique examples of the strength of
the bond of brotherhood among Muslims. The most famous
example is the brotherhood that the Prophet M established
between the Muhaajireen (Emigrants) and Ansaar (Helpers)
(may Allah be pleased with them all).1 Each Ansaari was
given abrother from among the Muhaajireen, and an Ansaari
would take his Muhaajir brother with him to his house and
offer to share with him everything in his house of wealth
1 For information on the brotherhood established by the Prophet -IS

between the Muhaajireen and Ansaar, see as-Seerah an-Nabawiyyah by

Ibn Hishaam, 2/504. [In English, see A. Gillaume's translation of the
Seerah, entitled The Life of Muhammad, p. 234]
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or property, and to share his life with him in good times
and bad. What kind of brotherhood in this world is equal
to this Islamic brotherhood? Allah $g says:

"And those who, before them, had homes (in Al-Madinah)
and had adopted the Faith, love those who emigrate to
them, and have nojealousy in their hearts for that which
they have been given (from the booty of Banee An-
Nadheer), and give them (Emigrants) preference over
themselves, even though they were in need of that" [al-
Hashr 59:9],

What happened, O Muslims, after materialism gained
control over the hearts of many Muslims and false
modernity overshadowed many parts of the Muslim
world, and love of this world settled deep in people's
hearts? This coincided with weakness of faith, a decline in
ethics and etiquette, and the increased pursuit of physical
pleasures and material gains. People lost the ability to resist
influences and challenges, as a result of which tension
appeared in social relationships - for the most trivial of
reasons - among many people, even among close relatives,
in-laws and neighbours. Disputes became prevalent and
guarrels became common; people severed ties with one
another and there was no longer any love and sincerity.
This led to division and court cases, and selfishness and
love of self became widespread.

Some manifestations of that - and how strange they
are - are different ways of interacting that have become
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common in the social arena, which may be regarded as a
result of weakness of brotherhood among Muslims and
even among the members of a single family. For example,
a brother may have a minor dispute with his brother - the
son of his mother and father - over some trivial worldly
matter, then the issue becomes complicated and the
problem becomes huge, and people who try to bring about
reconciliation fail in their efforts. Each party insists on
taking the matter to court or to the police, to take revenge
on his brother for the sake of a handful of money or a few
inches of land. It may even go so far that one does not greet
the other for months or years. Subhaan Allahl

Why is all this happening? Why does one brother bring
a complaint against another?

Another man may have refrained from visiting his
paternal or maternal uncles, or his cousins, or even from
picking up the phone and calling them for a number of
years, because of an exchange of words.

You may have a close and dear friend whom you have
known for many years with no problem at all, then a small
mistake or slip creates division and the bond of friendship
is suddenly undone and turned into grudges, resentment
and ill feeling.

You may have a next-door neighbour with whom you
share a wall, and you get along well with him and visit
one another, then the children have a quarrel - which is
something ordinary - and the mothers get angry and start
shouting and screaming. Then the fathers try to intervene
and a heated battle ensues, with foul language and
fisticuffs. Then the authorities intervene and the result of
all of that is a permanent severing of ties, turning away
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from one another, trying to speak ill of one another in
gatherings and it may even make one of the parties move
away or seek revenge.

Allah is the One Whose help we seek. Is this one Ummah?
Is this the teachings of sincere Islamic brotherhood?
Enough, O slaves of Allah! We must stop bearing grudges
and shunning one another. Beware lest the Shaytaan succeed
in stirring up trouble among you. Those who are involved
in disputes should seek to bring about reconciliation, those
who have broken ties with one another should resume
contact, for the consequences of fighting and severing ties
are serious in this world and in the Hereafter. Have you
not heard what the Prophet Msaid:

"It is not permissiblefor a Muslim toforsake his brother
for more than three days, each of them turning awayfrom
the other when they meet. The better of them is thefirst to
greet the other with Salaam™? This was narrated by al-

Bukhaari and Muslim from the Hadeeth of Abu Ayyoob
ki

And the Prophet Msaid, according to a Hadeeth narrated
by al-Bukhaari from Anas 4

"Support your brother whether he is a wrongdoer or is
being wronged."?2

And he said:

1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 6077; Saheeh Muslim, 2560
2  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 2443
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"TTze gates of Paradise are opened on Mondays and
Thursdays, and forgiveness is granted to everyone who
does not associate anything with Allah, except a man
between whom and his brother is some grudge. It is said:
Wait for these two until they reconcileNarrated by
Muslim and othersfrom Abu Hurayrah 4sJ

On the other hand, what have the Muslims done to bring
about Islamic brotherhood? In other words, who among
us has checked on his brothers or neighbours to find out
how they are, especially those who are poor and needy, or
weak and incapable? Whoever has surplus money, food
or clothing should look for his needy brothers - and how
many of them there are! - for that will achieve solidarity
and instil love, and it will bring a great deal of reward with
Allah $g. As for those who are enjoying the abundance with
which Allah has blessed them when a few metres away
their brothers in Islam are starving, they have not followed
this great principle.

0 Ummah of Islam, when we remind ourselves of the
duty of Islamic brotherhood, we should not forget our
brothers in faith in many places throughout the Muslim
world. We owe them our support, Du‘aa’, generosity and
help. Foremost among them are the peoples who have been
waging Jihad patiently and oppressed Muslim minorities
everywhere.

1say to those who are reluctant to give and who have

Narrated by at-Tayaalisi, 2525; Ahmad, 2/268; Muslim, 2565
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stopped offering Du'aa’ for their brothers: do not do that,
for your brothers are in the utmost need of your support,
generosity and Du'aa’. You should not think of anything
you give as too little.

With regard to our brothers in the holy land - may Allah
bring peace to the blessed land of the Mi‘raaj (Ascension)
- they are showing persistent heroism and striving hard in
Jihad, despite their meagre resources. They are looking for
the support of their Muslim brothers and their prayers for
them, that Allah might rid the blessed land of al-Agsa of
the occupation of the usurpers and wrongdoers.

A Nuirig) A

"And for Allah that is not hard or difficult" [lbraaheem
14:20; Faatir 35:17].

Aroodhu billaahi min ash-Shaytaan ir-rajeem
(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan):

Kt\ Cjy. "0 yNo o\

“The believers are nothing else than brothers (in Islamic
religion). So make reconciliation between your brothers,
and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy.” [al-Hujuraat

49:10]

May Allah bless me and you and cause us to benefit
from the Holy Qur'aan. May Allah benefit me and you
with the Sunnah of the leader of the Messengers. May Allah
guide us to His straight path, protect us by His grace from
the painful torment, and accept the repentance of us all, for
He is the Acceptor of repentance, the Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah as befits the Majesty of His
Countenance and the greatness of His authority.
| praise Him, may He be exalted, for His great
bounty and I give thanks to Him for His immense
kindness. | bear witness that there is no god worthy
of worship but Allah alone, with no partner or
associate, may He be glorified. And | bear witness
that our Prophet Muhammad is His Slave and his
Messenger, the one who calls to Hisforgiveness and
pleasure. O Allah, send blessings and peace upon
him and upon his Family, Companions, wives,
followers and brothers.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that

one of the prerequisites of true Tagxva (piety) is

to fulfil the duties dictated by brotherhood in

Islam, and to train yourselves to love for your

fellow Muslims what you love for yourselves.
Yahya ar-Raazi said: "Let the least kindness that a believer
could get from you be in three ways: if you cannot benefit
him, then do not harm him; if you cannot make him happy,
then do not make him sad; and if you cannot praise him,
then do not criticise him."1

You should realise - may Allah have mercy on you
- that letting down or forsaking a Muslim is a serious
matter; it leads to breaking the bonds of brotherhood and
could bring disgrace and humiliation to all. The Muslims
never got into this sorry state except when the bonds of
1 Jaarni'al-"Uloom wa'l-Hukam by Ibn Rajab, p. 294

FTil5
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brotherhood among them became weak, and brother began
to turn away from brother, at the time when the enemies of
Islam joined forces against the Muslims.

\££'i4% }

"And those who disbelieve are allies to one another,
(and) if you (Muslims of the whole world collectively)
do not do so (i.e. become allies, as one united block
with one Khalifah - chief Muslim ruler for the whole
Muslim world to make victorious Allah's Religion of
Islamic Monotheism), there will be Fitnah (wars, battles,
polytheism, etc.) and oppression on earth, and a great
mischiefand corruption (appearance of polytheism)." [al-
Anfaal 8:73).

Repent, repent, O Muslims, from the disease of
forsaking one another, fighting one another, bearing
grudges against one another and turning away from one
another. Come back, all of you, to the shade of love, peace,
cooperation, brotherhood and harmony so that you will be
able to achieve what you are aspiring for of guidance and
goodness both in this world and in the Hereafter. Perhaps
I may remind you that the fruit of these words in practical
terms means that those who have disputes should hasten
to forgive one another, reconcile with one another and visit
one another as soon as they hear these words. They should
remember that the better of them before Allah and the
further removed from the Shaytaan is the one who is first to
get in touch with or greet the other.1

How short is the life of this world, O slaves of Allah!

As is mentioned in the Hadeeth from as-Saheehayn quoted above
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"and that (Hereafter) which iswith Allah is better and will
remain forever" [al-Qasas 28:60].

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the Prophet of mercy and guidance,
as your Lord M has enjoined you when He said:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaator\ (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaah
33:56),
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Aalameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists). The Most
Beneficent, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner (and the
Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the
Day of Resurrection)" [al-Faatihah].

| praise Him, may He be exalted, and | give thanks to
Him. He has brought the hearts of the believers together
and made them brothers, loving one another, showing
compassion to one another, cooperating in doing good and
supporting one another in pursuit of virtue, guarding
their tongues and physical faculties, keeping away from
backbiting and telling lies, avoiding foul speech and
false talk, defending and protecting the honour of their
brothers.

| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but
Allah alone, with no partner or associate, the Sovereign,
the Truth, the Almighty. He, may He be glorified, is the
Onefrom Whom we hopefor well-being in worldly and
spiritual affairs. And | bear witness that our Prophet
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger, the
truthful and trustworthy one, the Seal of the Prophets
and Messengers, the leader of the pious, the master ofall
the sons of Adam. May Allah send blessings and peace
upon him and his pure and goodfamily and his virtuous
and righteous companions, and those who follow in his
footsteps and call to his way until the Day ofJudgement.
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slaves of Allah, fear Allah your Lord, and let
O your piety be manifested inyour behaviour and
in your daily lives; it should have a practical
application in all your affairs, motivating you

to love good and spread virtue and to ward off
nd keep away from immorality.

e of the distinguishing characteristics of
th unity is that it is a community that is

b compassion and support, solidarity, love

a

is based on a foundation of cooperation
and mutual respect. It is built on a footing of mutual love
and kindness, with no room for hateful selfishness or
overweening individualism. The hearts of its members
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are filled with love for their brothers, mention of their
good qualities and virtues are always on their lips, and
they avoid slandering their honour or undermining
their dignity. They do not bear deep-seated grudges
against them or spread lies about them. They are as Allah
described them:

"severe against disbelievers, and merciful among
themselves"[al-Fath 48:29],

"humble towards the believers, stern towards the
disbelievers"[al-Maaidah 5:54],

O brothers in faith, Islam has surrounded the Muslim
society with a protective fence from the inside, to shield it
lest cracks develop in its structure and shake its pillars. It has
established protective measures and precautions to prevent
its collapse and ruin, lest it be destroyed from within by
stealth and polarisation. Islam requires the Muslims to pay
attention to the rights of faith and brotherhood, to reconcile
amongst themselves and to guard their tongues against
impugning the honour of the believers. This forms strong
barriers against destructive crimes and fatal social ills that
may cause the social structure to crumble fromits foundations
and turn it into a society of ongoing conflict, disintegration,
never-ending grudges and conflicting factions. Woe to the
community at that time, when its enemies are watching
from afar and it becomes easy prey for them.

O Muslims, there is aserious and chronic problem that is
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widespread among the people; hardly any gathering be safe
from itand it is rare that any community is able to rid itself
of it. It is extremely common in gatherings and meetings,
except in the case of those on whom Allah has mercy. It
casts its heavy shadow over them, with the great danger
it poses to faith and morals and the great impact it has on
individuals, families and communities. This problem is the
disease of backbiting, and what a bad characteristic it is! It
is indicative of weak faith, a foul mouth and an evil nature.
The one who engages in it is characterised by meanness,
cruelty, weak morals, lack

of religious deterrent and a

base nature.

Backbiting is a calamity
for society, and what a
calamity it is! It has a
remarkably great effect
on hearts and minds, and
a dangerous impact on
families and communities.
It does to them what fire
does to a pile of straw. It
separates brothers, alienates
loved ones, spoils relationships between colleagues and
undermines relationships with friends. How often it has
caused division between a man and his wife, a father and
his son, aman and his brother ? How often has it destroyed
ties and stirred up trouble among people? How often has it
stirred up hatred and created grudges and ill feeling? How
much great evil and danger it has brought; it may even
have led to intense war between groups and states -

and Allah's refuge is sought.
The one who engages in backbiting is a toxic member of
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society, one who offends Allah and His Messenger and the
believers, and creates mischief among the Muslims. And
Allah does not love the mischief-makers.

Hence - O slaves of Allah - Islam definitively forbids
backbiting. Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him)
narrated that there is scholarly consensus that backbiting is
a major sinl on a par with murder, Riba, Zina and all other
major sins. Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

A~Ajix»

Backbiting is a chronic disease, a poison that tastes sweeter
on the tongue thanfresh water.

The one who was given the power of concise speech -
the Prophet M- regarded it as equivalent to killing a soul
and plundering wealth. According to a report narrated by
Muslim from the Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah the Prophet

M said:
fo N i°>L "i- 1°*t -

"The whole ofa Muslim is sacred to another Muslim, his
blood, his wealth and his honour."2

Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

NN N lt[)/\ OAO N N
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By Allah, backbiting damages a person’s religious
commitment more quickly than gangrene damages his
body.3

Even more serious than that is what our Lord, may He
be glorified and exalted, says in the following verse:
1 al-Jaami® li Ahkaam al-Qur'aan, al-Qurtubi, 16/337

Snheeh Muslim, 2564
3 Narrated by Ibn Abi'd-Dunya in as-Samt, p. 192
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"..neither backbite one another. Would one of you like
to eatthe flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so
hate backbiting)" [al-Hujuraat 49:12],

Think, my Muslim brother - may Allah have mercy
on you - about this eloquence in which the prohibition
is accompanied by a likeness that further emphasises
the meaning and makes the deed even more ugly and
abhorrent "Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his
dead brother? You would hate it."

If eating the flesh of another person is naturally
repugnant and abhorrent, even if that person is a
disbeliever, then how about if he is a brother in faith?
The repugnance is greater; so how about if he were dead?
Subhaan Allah, how serious is the issue of backbiting and
how abhorrent a crime! Subhaan Allah, how greatis people's
heedlessness regarding this matter today, as if it is a form
of entertainment in their gatherings! And Allah is the One
Whose help we seek.

O Muslims, with regard to the meaning of backbiting,
the Prophet M said, according to a report narrated by

Muslim, Abu Dawood and others from Abu Hurayrah
A o ~"Nyo0
> OjjAjI®

"Do you know what backbiting is?"

We said: "Allaah and His Messenger know best." He
said:

"When you say about your brother something that he
dislikes.” It was said: "W hat if what | say about my brother
is true?" He said:
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"Ifit is true then you have backbitten about him and if it
is not true then you have told a grave lie about him."1

To those who engage in backbiting we will quote this
stem warning that was issued to those who persist in this
objectionable behaviour. The Prophet St said, according to
a report narrated by Ahmad and Abu Dawood:

1 "i/ <dlIL y> 1ly> y*"s* I ®
n RS AN Ay -, °*7
£f-ip-aby* iy ‘p-fiby 'j-*—
°TAt, &> °" gC"' Ali
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"O you who have believed with your tongues butfaith has
not entered your hearts, do not backbite about the Muslims
or seek theirfaults, for whoever seeks theirfaults, Allaah
will seek hisfaults, and if Allaah seeks a person*sfaults He

will expose him (even) in his house."2

0 brothersin Islam, doyou know whatis the punishment
of those who backbite? Listen, O you who think that the
matter is not serious. Abu Dawood narrated that Anas
said that the Messenger of Allah Msaid:

< ¥ °g "7 ek ° L.
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"Wilren | was taken up (into heaven, during the Mi'raaj),
1 passed by some people who had nails of copper with
1 Narrated by Muslim, 2589; Abu Dawood, 4874; at-Tirmidhi, 1934

2 Narrated by Ahmad, 4/420; Abu Dawood, 4880, from the Hadeeth of
Abu Barzah al-Aslami 4®
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which they were scratching their faces and chests. | said:
"Who are these people, O Jibreel?’ He said: "They are the
ones who consumed the people*sflesh and impugned their
honour.”"1

When ‘'Aa‘'ishah said to the Prophet it, It is enough
for you that Safiyyah is such and such - meaning that she
was short - he said:

No Ns'o0s° s 0SS 9 04INs T o N
ON-y>jl O-Ls -Lla®

"You have spoken a word that if the sea were to be mixed

with it, it would change it"

i.e., would make it bitter and change its smell.

Listen, O you who impugn the honour of the slaves
of Allah by speaking of their mistakes, criticising them,
belittling them and presenting a bad image of them - there
are some people who set themselves up as judges over
the people in a gathering, or even in one moment, issuing
verdicts that this one is mistaken, that one is stupid, this one
is ignorant, that one is misguided... Backbiting is easier for
such people than drinking water. Where is the fear of Allah?
Where is the feeling that Allah is always watching? Where
is the respect for the sanctity of people's rights? The matter
has reached its peak and has gone as far as it can. It is a
very serious matter, O Muslims, and it is not appropriate to
keep quiet about it and accept it. Many gatherings, big and
small, have turned into marketplaces where the honour of
the Muslims is exposed and their flesh is offered on platters
that will incur torment. They joke about people's deeds and
behaviour in their gatherings as entertainment, but it is
torment, and Allah's refuge is sought.

Among the peoplein this society isagroup ofidle people
1 Simon Abi Dawood, 4878
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who come under the heading of masked unemployment;
they prefer talk to action, and negligence and laziness have
made them lethargic and unable to catch up with those
who are hard working. Thus, they take them as targets to
talk about and criticise; all they have to offer is criticism
and slander. They are preoccupied with seeking out the
mistakes of others and pointing them out, implicitly or
explicitly. They hold gatherings and meetings, all for the
purpose of this bad deed.

That is something that is very regrettable and causes
one to break out in a sweat. It is contrary to dignity and
virtue. The Shaytaan has made bad deeds fair-seeming to
them.

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
"It is remarkable that man finds it very easy to keep away
from many haraam things but it is very difficult for him to
control the movement of his tongue. You may see a man
who is famous for his religious commitment, asceticism
and worship, but he says words that may incur the wrath
of Allah without paying any attention to it; by means of
one such word he may slip a distance further than that
between the east and the west."1

Al-Hasan (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

y - * °r o ">* o of-. .
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“If you see that a man is preoccupied with finding the
faults ofothers whilstforgetting his ownfaults, then know
that he is doomed."2

1 ad-Da"wa'd-Dawa’, p. 244
2 See as-Samtby Ibn Abi'd-Dunya, p. 198
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According to the Hadeeth, the Prophet Msaid:
Alji lip iljiJ j U6
"Do you know what is the worst Riba before Allah?"

They said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He
said:

(£ Jl' 4_Ul wtlp 1j~ 1 oli®

“The worst Riba before Allah is regarding it as permissible to
impugn the honour ofa Muslim."

Then he Mrecited:

\j&S Ai JZ, f >

AN

‘And those who annog believing men and women
undeservedly, bear on themselves the crime of slander

and plain sin” [al-Ahzaab 33:58]."

O Ummah of Islam, the Messenger M taught his
Companions sublime etiquette when he said:

Ai f 1 fOS_ c-OfGO + H vi
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"No one should tell me anything about any of my
Companions, for | like to come out to them with no ill

feelings in my heart."2

Allahu Akbar\ Where are those whose main focus
is seeking out people's faults and highlighting their

1 Narrated by Abu Ya'la, 4689; al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab al-Eemaan, 6711,
from the Hadeeth o f'Aa'ishah

2 Narrated by Abu Dawood, 4860; at-Tirmidhi, 3896, from the Hadeeth
of Ibn Mas'ood 4>
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mistakes? They exaggerate, create scandal among people
and make mountains out of molehills; they think badly of
their brothers and spread rumours for ulterior motives.
There may be a word that has no consequences and the
matter goes no further than that, or there may be a word
that is like a spark and is followed by a blazing fire that
wreaks havoc. You find these people who are overly fond
of telling scandalous stories, announcing people's evil
deeds, exposing their faults, and disclosing the secrets of
individuals, communities, states, governments, institutions
and organisations, of scholars and common folk, young
and old, men and women, etc.

The way of the Salaf (may Allah have mercy on them)
is offering gentle advice to one another, not exposing the
faults of one another. 'Umar  said:

«*b ST ali tijl ~Sju pXil_p»

"You must mention Allah (Thikr), for it is healing; and
you must beware of mentioning people, for it is a disease."1

One of the Salafsaid: "Backbiting is worse than Zina."
He was asked: "How come?" He said:

LN °UI s A i
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"A man may commit Zina then repent, and Allah will
accept his repentance, butfor the one who backbites there
is noforgiveness unless his victim forgives him."2

Qataadah said:

1 Narrated by Ibn Abi'd-Dunya in Kitnab as-Samt, p. 204
2 Kitaab as-Samtby Ibn Abi'd-Dunya, p. 164. See also Kanz al-"Ummaal,
3/589
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Wewere told that the torment ofthe grave is because o fthree
thirds: one third because ofbackbiting, one third because of
urine and one third because of malicious gossip.”1A man
spoke maliciously about another in the presence of one of
the salaf; he rebuked him and said: "Beware of indulging

in backbiting."?2

O Muslims, one of the worst and most harmful forms
of backbiting is impugning the honour of those who are in
positions of authority over the Muslims. Rather, what one
should do is pray for them, highlight their good qualities
and offer them sincere advice in private, so as not to create
resentment in the hearts of the common folk or incite the
masses. The same applies to the scholars, Daa'iyahs and
reformers. Gossiping and backbiting about them is toxic

1 Narrated by Ibn Abi'd-Dunya in Kitaab as-Samt, p. 190
2 See: Kitaab as-Samt by Ibn Abi‘d-Dunya, p. 299
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and blameworthy. If anyone impugns them and criticizes
them, Allah will punish him before he dies by rendering
him spiritually dead - we seek refuge in Allah. As al-
Haafiz Ibn 'Asaakir (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

h=+f\ Al a a7 a

"Perfection belongs only to Allah."1

Fear Allah, O Muslim men; fear Allah, O Muslimwomen,
for backbiting in women's gatherings, and talk about "what
he did and what she did" is astonishingly common. The
Messenger of Allah M, may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him that you are most of the people of Hell, as it says
in as-Saheehayn, in the Hadeeth of Ibn "Abbaas 4®2

Fear Allah, O you who hold positions of authority
among the Muslims; do not make those who backbite
welcome and beware of believing what they say about
anyone, except after verifying what they say.

N II*

‘0 you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes
to you with a news, verify it, lest you harm people in
ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful to what

you have done.” [al-Hujuraat 49:6].

Fear Allah, O you who write reports on people and
who act as advisers and consultants. Beware of saying
bad things about innocent people, and beware of thinking

1 Tabyeen Kncihb al-Muftari by Ibn 'Asaakir, p. 307
2  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 29; Saheeh Muslim, 2737
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negatively of the Muslims.

Fear Allah, O scholars and Daa'iyahs, and avoid
impugning the honour of your brothers; think positively
of them, even if they differ with you. Beware lest the
Shaytaan create division and friction between you, for he
has despaired of those who pray ever worshipping him, so
now he focuses on creating troubles between them. Do not
let simpleminded people, those who make false claims, the
ignorant or the foolish create troubles among you.

Fear Allah, O Muslim youth, and be united in seeking
good and righteousness. Be united and stay close to your
devoted scholars and those who are in charge of your
affairs. Be united against your enemies who lie in wait.
Allah M says:

“So fear Allah and adjust all matters of difference amon
you, and obey Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), if you are

believers.” [al-Anfaal 8:1].

May Allah cause me and you to benefit from the Floly
Qur'aan and the guidance of the Leader of the Messengers.
May He help me and you to avoid the way of those who
are heedless and who engage in backbiting. May He make
us brothers who love one another, for He is the Most
Generous, Most Kind.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah, Whose word is the truth, Whose
promise is true and Whose instruction is to be kind and
gentle. We praise Him, may He be exalted, and we express
our gratitude to Him in word and deed. | bear witness
that there is no god worthy ofworship except Allah alone,
with no partner or associate in worship, control and
provision. | bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave
and His Messenger to all of mankind. May Allah send
blessings and peace upon him and upon his family and
companions, and the Taabi‘een (generation following the
Companions) and those whofollow them in truth until the
Day ofJudgement.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and strive to bring
people's hearts together. Remember that your
Lord, the Knower of the unseen, is always
watching you, and keep away from gatherings

where backbiting takes place, for the evil consequences
will affect the one who speaks, the one who listens and the
one who approves of it. Do not be tempted by the fact that
those who engage in backbiting are many.

O Muslims, we all understand the seriousness and ugliness
of backbiting and that backbiting may be committed when
one mentions the least thing about a Muslim that he would
dislike, whether it is about his physical appearance or his
character and so on. The wisdom of Islam became clear with
regard to this prohibition to protect the dignity of the Muslims,
confirm their sanctity, and shield society from the hammers of
destruction that shake its foundations from within.

My beloved for the sake of Allah, if we look for the
causes and motives of this serious disease, we will find
that they are nothing more than weakness of faith, lack of
religious deterrents and failure to fear Allah, in addition to
schadenfreude (delight in another's misfortune), resentment,
getting carried away with the evil desires of the Nafs (self)
that is inclined towards evil, trying to elevate oneself above
one's station and undermining the status of others. The
one who backbites about people is implicitly saying: "I
am perfect and people are wrong! | am in the right and the
people are in the wrong!" That is sufficient sign of baseness
and meanness. We may also add to that that backbiting
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exacerbates destructive envy, grudges, hatred and
resentment in people's hearts and leads to getting carried
away in gossiping with others, without any restraints.

The scholars - may Allah have mercy on them - such
as al-Ghazaali, an-Nawawi and othersl- have outlined six
exceptions in which it is permissible to speak about others
in their absence on the basis of necessity. They are: making
a complaint about wrongdoing, seeking a Fatwa, seeking
help in changing an evil action, warning the Muslims of
evil and advising them, exposing the evildoer or one who
commits sin openly, and to identify aman ifitis not possible
to identify him except by referring to some characteristic
that distinguishes him from others.

O brothers in Islam, the remedy to this serious disease
is to repent to Allah by giving up this grave sin, offering
many prayers for forgiveness, avoiding gatherings in
which backbiting takes place, keeping away from bad
people, offering Du'aa" for the one about whom you
backbit, and mentioning his good qualities, speaking
of his virtues in the place where you backbit about him.
Asking for his forgiveness, always offering the Du"aa" that
expiates sins committed in a gathering, ending gatherings
with prayers for forgiveness and repentance, accustoming
oneself to thinking positively of people, making excuses
for others, keeping away from rumours based on ulterior
motives, avoiding suspicion and remembering death and
the Hereafter are all actions that can prevent this.

It is narrated that Ma'roof al-Karkhi (may Allah have
mercy on him), if someone engaged in backbiting in his
presence, would say: "O So and so, remember the shroud

1 See: lliya" ‘Uloom ad-Deeii, 3/152-153; Riyadh as-Saaliheen, p. 450,451,
al-Adhkaar, p. 540-543; az-Zawaajir by lbn Hajar al-Haytami, 2/29-31;
Subid as-Salaarn, 87310, 311. See also the essay by al-' Allaamah ash-
Shawkaani, R af ar-Reebah ‘ammaa yajooz wa la yajooz trim al-Gheebah.
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and the cotton and the embalming perfume when they are
placed on you."1

What consolation there is for those about whom people
backbite, for they will benefit from their Hasanaat (good
deeds). It is narrated that when al-Hasan al-Basri heard
about a man who backbit about him, he sent him a plate of
fresh dates and said to him: "I heard that you gave me some
of your Hasanaat - i.e. by your backbiting about me - and
I wanted to return the favour. Please accept my apologies
for not being able to reward you properly."2

Fear Allah, O Muslims, and repent to your Lord from all
sins and acts of disobedience; you will be blessed and you
will prosper in this world and in the Hereafter. May Allah
enable us all to repent sincerely, by His grace.

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the one whom Allah sent as a mercy
to the worlds, as the God of the first and the last, the
Sustainer of heavens and earth, instructed you:

Aiiic p £/ <A f <apleq iill p)

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him% and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Sendyour5a/aafon (askAllahto bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)'[al-Ahzaab
33:56],

1 See Hilyat al-Awliya’, 8/36A-, Siyar A'laam an-Nubala®, 9/341
2 See lhya" "Uloom ad-Deen, 3/164
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is a Protection and aJoy

Praise be to Allah; we praise Him and we seek His
help and guidance; we repent to Him and seek His
forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allahfrom the evils of
our own selves andfrom our evil deeds. Whoever obeys
Allah and His Messenger has been guided and whoever
disobeys Allah and His Messenger has gone astray. | bear
witness that there is no god worthy ofworship but Allah
alone, with no partner or associate. He created us from
one soul, from which He created its mate, and He created
from them many men and women. And | bear witness
that our Prophet Muhammad is the Slave of Allah and
His Messenger, the Prophet, leader and educator. May
Allah send blessings and peace upon him and upon his
Family and Companions and those who follow them in
truth, both men and women.
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Muslim brothers, fear Allah, may He be blessed
and exalted, and obey Him; remember that He
is always watching and do not disobey Him.

O slaves of Allah, one of the social issues that Islam
paid a great deal of attention to, and that is encouraged
in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger Mis
the issue of marriage, because of the spiritual and worldly
interests that it serves, the wisdom behind it, and the many
benefits and sublime feelings itbrings. Itis a social necessity
that is required for the continuation of life, the formation
of families, the establishment of morality, lowering the
gaze, protection of chastity, increasing the number of
offspring and perpetuating the human race. Moreover, it
is endeared to human souls: it is dictated by sound human
nature, encouraged by Islam, sought by those with sound
reasoning and is in harmony with sound nature. Through
it tribes bond with one another, peoples are formed and
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nations increase. It brings psychological well-being, peace
of mind, enjoyment of life's blessings and cooperation
in sharing the burden of social life. It is sufficient to note
that it is one of the signs of Allah that are indicative of His
wisdom and that call one to ponder the greatness of His
creation and the beauty of His handiwork.

Ct& J au~n

"And among His Signs is this, that He created for you
wives from among yourselves, that you may find repose
in them, and He has put between you affection and
mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who
reflect” [ar-Room 31:21],

O brothers in Islam, the issue of marriage has changed
from being a Shar'i issue, a human necessity and a great
act of worship if it is done with sincere intention, and has
become a serious social problem. This is not because of its
inherent nature; rather it is because of what people have
introduced to it that is not connected to it in any way and
that has nothing to do with it from the point of view of
the Sharee'ah (Islamic legislation) and sound reasoning.
However, these matters have become - because of what
people have introduced to the issue of marriage - things
that are regarded as essential, without which marriage is
not complete, as if this is what marriage is all about. This is
the result of adhering to silly customs and Jaahili traditions,
and of blindly following worthless aims, and seeking to
show off and boasting at the expense of Islamic teaching,
sound reasoning and common sense.

O Muslims, there has been a great deal of talk about
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obstacles to marriage; many articles have been written and
people have heard a great deal about this matter that has
preoccupied them and filled their time. This has brought
about some good things for some individuals and families,
but it has undermined and broken up other families. The
voices of those who are concerned about their society have
become hoarse from warning againstwhat may accompany
many marriages of problems and complications, and even
haraam and evil actions, traditions and un-Islamic practices,
such as alterations, focusing on superficial issues, boasting,
showing off and other non-essential matters.

O Ummah of Islam, our religion has laid down clear
guidelines concerning this important matter. Islam
encourages making marriage easily accessible and urges us
to be economical with regard to spending for that purpose.
Imam Ahmad and al-Bayhaqi narrated from 'Aa'ishah
that the Messenger of Allah Msaid:

"The most blessed of women is the one who is most
affordable (in terms of the dowry and other expenses)."1

Those who go against these guidelines by delaying,
procrastinating and making things complicated are going
against the laws of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
M in both word and deed. The true Muslim would never
want that for himself.

O brothers in faith, it is worth pointing out some of
the problems and obstacles to marriage, whilst noting the
bad consequences they have on both the individual and
society. | shall explain the proper guidelines and beneficial

1 nl-Musnad, 6/145; Sunan al-Bayhaqi, 7/235



Marriage is a Protection and alJoy

remedy for each of these problems, in the hope that these
words will find attentive ears and open hearts, and will be
putinto practice.

The first of these problems is: when the young people of
both genders have lostinterest in the idea of early marriage,
and they have flimsy excuses for that, some of which are
because of society as a whole and some of them because of
the young people themselves. That is because they are too
attached to unrealistic hopes and dreams and unfounded
illusions, which in fact are inspiration from the Shaytaan.

Some of them cling to the excuse of finishing their
studies, claiming that marriage will prevent them from
continuing their education. This is a flimsy excuse and a
flawed argument. Since when did marriage form a barrier
to academic achievement? Rather it has been proven by
experience that a successful marriage helps to one focus
the mind, think clearly and feel at ease.

Moreover, | tell you honestly, what benefit is it to a
woman in particular to have a degree if she remains single
and misses the chance to get married, and she ends up an
old spinster, never blessed with a husband and children to
bring her joy and security in this life and benefit her after
death?

My advice to the youth, both male and female, is to
think seriously about the matter of marriage whenever it
becomes easy for them, and not to cling to idealistic notions
- as they claim - that could form an obstacle between them
and what they hope for of happiness and what they are
aiming for of well-being. They should not use as an excuse
what they call "securing one's future", because the future
is in the hand of Allah M and He alone knows what will
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happen.

Similarly, they should not use as an excuse the issue of
resources and income, or the lack thereof. Provision comes
from Allah $g, although itis important to take the necessary
measures to earn a living. Allah H says:

“Ifthey be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His Bounty
[an-Noor 24:32).

Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq <& said:

"Obey Allah with regard to what He has enjoined upon
you of marriage, and He will grant you what He has
promised you of independence of means."1

And Ibn Mas'ood said:

"Seek independence of means through marriage."2

Lack of interest in marriage on the part of the youth,
both male and female, is very harmful and leads to
negative consequences and a destructive outcome that will
affect the Ummabh in its entirety, especially nowadays when
there are many causes of Fitnah (trial) and an abundance of
deviant means of fulfilling one's desires. There is nothing
to protect the individual from slipping into immoral ways
and corruption except by turning to marriage as prescribed

1 Narrated by Ibn Abi Haatim in his Tafseer, 8/2582
2 Narrated by Ibn Jareer in his Tafseer, 9/311
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in sharee'ah.

Unfortunately, some young people reach the age of
thirty or more without having yet thought of marriage.
The gate to moral corruption is only open when
obstacles are placed in the way of those who want to get
married. Indeed, indecency, fornication, homosexuality,
masturbation, sexual harassment, flirting, suspicious
relationships and travelling to immoral environments
never became widespread except when marriage became
so complicated, especially when that which undermines
virtue and destroys chastity and modesty is so widespread,
in terms of things that are seen, read and listened to of all
types of indecency. This has come about as a result of that
which evil modernity has thrown at us and that which was
produced by this false modernisation, namely that which
is broadcast by many media outlets and satellite channels,
and that which is found on the Internet and information
networks, which has an impact on virtue and is thoroughly
shameful. Allah is the One Whose help we seek.

O Ummah of Islam, there is another problem that poses a
great obstacle. This is the issue of preventing women from
marrying compatible suitors. The Messenger Msaid:

(A & ' s6”~"so '0" 0o N
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"If there comes to you one whose religious commitment
and attitude pleases you, then marry [yourfemale relative
who is under your care] to him, for if you do not do that,
there will be tribulation on earth and much corruption.”

This Hadeeth was narrated by at-Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah
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and al-Haakim, with a Saheeh Isnaad.1

There are some guardians - may Allah guide them
- who have betrayed the trust that was placed on their
shoulders with regard to their daughters and female
relatives. They prevent them from getting married to men
who are compatible in terms of religious commitment,
character and trustworthiness. A suitor may propose to
them who is compatible in terms of religious commitment,
trustworthiness and character, and they will never find
anyone else equal to him, but they put him off. They make
weak excuses to him and focus on superficial matters, non-
essentials and secondary considerations; they ask about
his wealth, his job and his status, and they fail to ask about
his religious commitment, character and trustworthiness.

Indeed, in some cases greed and avarice have led some
guardians to present their daughters like merchandise
be sold to the highest bidder - Allah's refuge is sought!
And these poor men do not realise that this is a form of
1 Jaami" at-Tirmidhi, 1084,1085; Sunan lbn Maajah, 1967; al-Mustadrak,

2/165, 166. Narrated from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah and Abu
Haatim al-Muzani
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dishonesty, that leads to blocking marriageland betrayal.

Where is the compassion in these guardians? How
can they not think of the consequences and terrible
outcomes? Would it please them to hear terrifying news
and disturbing stories about their daughters that would be
ashock to any person of virtue and modesty? How about if
they themselves were prevented from marrying when they
were longing for it? What their reaction be?

O guardians, fear Allah with regard to the girls under
your care and hasten to arrange their marriages as soon as
a proposal comes from a suitor who is compatible in terms
of religious commitment and character, for if you do not
do that there will be a great deal of turmoil and corruption
in the land. Preventing women from marrying and turning
away compatible suitors is a crime against oneself, against
one's daughter, against the suitor, against the entire society
and the Ummah as a whole.

O Muslims, one of the chronic problems and serious
obstacles that we face is the problem of high dowries and
going to extremes in that regard. It has reached such an
extent that for some people marriage is very difficult, if not
impossible. In some regions, the dowry has reached such
an unrealistic level that no one who can afford it except
by incurring debt that weighs heavily upon the husband.
It would distress every Muslim to learn that the greed of
some guardians has led to them asking for a dowry of
more than one or two hundred thousand riyals, from men
of modest means, whose status is known to Allah alone. If
1 Blocking marriage means preventing women from getting married,

unfairly and unjustly. Allah Is says: “do not prevent them from marry-

ing their (former) hushands” [al-Bagarah 2:232]. See Tafseer Ibn Katheer,
1/631-632
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they were to spend half their lives working to accumulate
so much money they would not be able to. Subhaan Allahl
Has greed and love of worldly gain reached such a level
among some people? How can a free, dignified woman be
regarded as goods for sale and profit?

The dowry in marriage is intended as a means and not as
an end; it is symbolic and is not to be used for profiteering.
Going to extremes in this matter has negative consequences
for both individuals and society, as is obvious to anyone
who possesses any understanding, such as preventing
marriages from taking place, and seeking wives from other
societies that are different from conservative societies.

Greed on the part of some guardians does not stop there;
rather in some cases, it has gone further to the point of
stipulating conditions that are not to be found in the Book
of Allah or in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah M- These
conditions include stipulating that the suitor should give
money to the father, and to the mother; that he should help
the relatives; offer gifts to friends of the family, and so on.
These conditions are contrary to the way of the righteous
Salaf (may Allah have mercy on them). ‘Umar al-Farooq
4b said: "Do not go to extremes with regard to women's
dowries, for if that was a sign of honour and dignity in this
world and of piety before Allah, then Muhammad Mwould
have been more deserving of it than you."1The Prophet M
said to a man:

LodiL™ 3 j | glepl)
"Lookfor something, even ifitisaring ofiron."”

And when he could not find anything, the Prophet M
said:
1 Narrated by at-Tayaalisi, 64; Ahmad, 1/41; Ibn Maajah, 1887
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"J gibe /zer to you in marriage in returnfor what you know
ofthe Qur'aan."1

'Abd ar-Rahmaan ibn 'Awf got married with a dowry
of gold equal to the weight of a date stone.2

The Prophet ft denounced going to extremes with regard
to the dowry. A man came to him and said: "O Messenger
of Allah, | have married a woman with a dowry of four
Ugiyahs of silver (i.e., one hundred and sixty dirhams)."
The Prophet M said:
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"For a dowry offour Ugiyahs?! It is as ifyou are digging

silver outfrom the side of this mountain; we have nothing

to give you."3

Allah is the One Whose help we seek. How about those
men who go to extremes today? They should be stopped
and efforts should be made to educate them and make them
see reason. May Allah help those with limited incomes!

O Ummah of Islam, the greatest problem with regard
to marriage are the huge expenses and social customs
that people have imposed on themselves, copying others
and boasting, spending extravagantly on things such
as jewellery and fancy furniture, and renting the most
1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5029; Muslim, 1425, from the Hadeeth of

Sahl ibn Sa'd 4s
2 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5155; Muslim, 1427, from the Hadeeth of

Anas 4s

3 Narrated by Muslim, 1424; Ibn Hibbaan, 4094, from the Hadeeth of
Abu Hurayrah

EH
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luxurious hotels, the largest palaces or the most beautiful
banquet halls. And there are many other costs that are
hidden and not visible.

Why all this, O Ummah of Islam? How can the Muslim
expose himself to the wrath of Allah M and be among
the brothers of the Shaytaan because of extravagance and
wasting money in ways that are not prescribed in the
Sharee*ah? Allah M says:

“Verily, spendthrifts are brothers ofthe Shayateen (devils)”
[al-Isra’ 17:27],

It makes one break out in a sweat to think of all this
huge amount of money, which is enough to meet the needs
of several villages, being spent on a single occasion, and
for what purpose? Are you getting carried away because
you have plenty of money in your hands? Don't you think
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of the situation of your brothers in faith who cannot even
find the minimum of food they need or water to quench
their thirst or something with which to cover their ‘Awrah
(private parts)?

We seek refuge with Allah from ingratitude for His
blessings and we ask Him not to hold us responsible for
what the fools among us have done. By Allah, we fear the
punishment of Allah in this world before the Hereafter.
How often we have seen dozens of slaughtered animals
and piles of food being treated with disrespect and thrown
in the trash - Allah's refuge is sought!

Fear Allah, O slaves of Allah; and advise one another
and be reasonable concerning the issue of marriage. Do
not leave the matter in the hands of others, such as fools
and immature women. | urge those who are working in
the field of Da'wah, as well as prominent people, scholars,
wealthy people and people of authority in the Ummah to
set an example for others in this regard, because the people
will follow their example.

Allah is the One Whom we ask to help us all to do that
which He loves and which pleases Him, for He is Most
Generous, Most Kind.

‘I only desire reform so far as | am able, to the best of my
power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him
Itrust and unto Him | repent.” [Hood 11.88],

I say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive
us and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for
forgiveness, for He isthe Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to AZZa/i WZzo decreed rulings suited to human
nature and needs, and Who based His laws and decrees
on kindness and mercy. Glory be to Him; He permitted
marriage and forbade immorality. | bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone
with no partner or associate; (He is the) Cleaver of the
daybreak (6:96). And | bear witness that our Prophet and
example, Muhammad, is His Slave and His Messenger.
May Allah send blessings and peace upon him and upon
his Family and Companions, and those whofollow them
in truth, so long as morning and evening alternate.
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for His blessings both hidden and obvious.
Follow the teachings of Islam in all your affairs
and beware of going against them, lest that may
lead to turmoil and incur painful punishment.

F ear Allah, O Muslims, and give thanks to Him

O beloved brothers in Islam, among the things that
people have introduced into wedding parties are matters
that are objectionable in terms of the Sharee*ah. In addition
to extravagance, excess and showing off, there are other
matters in which some people have gone to extremes as
a result of weakness of faith, lack of knowledge and too
much indulgence in material matters.

For example, some people make wedding parties an
occasion for mixing between men and women in which the
husband appears with his wife in front of those present
with full adornment and Haraam pictures are taken of
them. This leads to temptation and corruption the extent
of which no one knows except Allah.

Some of them make these parties an occasion for staying
up late, engaging in idle talk and Haraam entertainment
until late into the night. Others lose all shame before
Allah and His slaves. They take the wedding party as an
opportunity for dubious relationships and Haraam liaisons.
Some of them annoy their neighbours and Muslim brothers
with loud Haraam music, honking their car horns and so
on. Others take it as an opportunity to listen to Haraam
songs with indecent and objectionable lyrics that inflame
desires and prevent people from remembering Allah if,
which may be a road to corruption, Allah forbid.
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All of these and other matters are things that need to
be re-examined. We should all start to put into practice the
proper understanding of the concept of being easy-going
with regard to marriage and follow the Islamic teachings
and the Sunnah of the Prophet Mwith regard to this and
other important matters.

I should not forget here to praise some of our Muslim
brothers who have set a good example for which they
deserve to be thanked, with regard to being economical and
wise in spending and following the moderate approach
with regard to matters of marriage. This initiative is not
strange to our societies, praise be to Allah, and we hope
that it will soon spread to all the Muslims, In Sha" Allah.
That will be achieved when awareness increases and when
sincere advice and cooperation between the Muslims
prevails.

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the chosen Prophet, as your Lord, the
Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving, has commanded you:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaah
33:56],
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A Gentle call to the Other Half

M
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Praise be to Allah, | praise Him and seek His help, |
repent to Him and seek His forgiveness. | bear witness
that there is no god worthy ofworship but Allah alone,
with no partner or associate; He created the pairs, male
andfemale, and gave each of them his or her role in this
life. And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is
His Slave and Messenger, who instructed his Ummah to
treat women well. May Allah send blessings and peace
upon him and his Family, Companions and followers,

as long as day breaks and nightfalls.
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Muslims, men and women, fear Allah, may
O He be blessed and exalted. And give thanks
to Him, all of you, for having guided you to

Islam and having bestowed upon you mercy
and blessings.

O slaves of Allah, one of the beauties and distinguishing
features of our Islamic religion is that it is comprehensive
and complete. It did not leave out any aspect of life but it
set out guidelines to organise it in the best and most perfect
manner. For Allah is perfect wisdom in what He creates
and chooses.

“Should not He Who has created know? And He is the
Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves) All-Aware (of

everything).” [al-Mulk 67:14],

O Muslims, one of the important areas that Islam pays
attention to, and has surrounded with a strong fence for
protection, and has drawn up for it the best set of guidelines
because of its great importance is the area of women and
their affairs, their responsibility in the Ummah, their status
in society and their rights and duties. That is only because
the woman is the cornerstone and the foundation on which
the pillar of the family, and hence of the Ummah and its
civilization, is built. That is because she is the loving and
compassionate mother, the dignified educator, the loving
wife, the dear sister, the gentle and dutiful daughter; indeed,



she is the true school that prepares the new generation and
shapes men.

O brothers in faith, before the advent of Islam, women's
rights had been undermined; women were robbed of
dignity, humiliated, despised, regarded as unlucky, treated
badly, regarded as a cheap commodity to be bought and
sold, given away or rented out. They did not own anything
or inheritanything; rather they were killed and buried alive
for no sin on their part. When Islam came, with its wisdom
and justice, it raised the status of women and restored their
dignity, brought them justice and granted them their rights,
and abolished all practices from jaahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era
of ignorance) concerning women,; it regarded woman as

(H1
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man's partner and other half in life.

In His noble Book, Allah mentions women alongside
men in more than one place. Allah If says:

"So their Lord accepted of them (their supplication and
answered them), 'Never will | allow to be lost the work
ofany ofyou, be he male or female." [Aal Imraan 3:195]

(o L4 KIS Ly

"Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female,
while he (or she) isatrue believer (ofIslamic Monotheism)
verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world with
respect, contentment and lawful provision), and We shall
pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of

what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter)." [an-
Nahl 16:97]

"0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a
female" [al-Hujuraat 49:13],

The Prophet M enjoined kind treatment of women. In
al-Bukhaari and Muslim it is narrated that Abu Hurayrah
& said that the Messenger of Allah it said:

"l urge you to treat women kindly.""

Ahmad, Abu Dawood and at-Tirmidhi narrated that
Abu Hurayrah 4fesaid that the Messenger of Allah it said:
o - 0»s0**~ A~ @o>"0t

"T/ie mosf perfect believers infaith are those who are the



best in attitude, and the best ofyou is the one who is best
to his womenfolk."

Islam guarantees the dignity and humanity of women,
and freedom within Shar'i (legislative) guidelines. It allows
women to work in fields that are in harmony with their
nature and femininity, in that which is not contrary to any
text of the Qur'aan or Sunnah, and does not contradict
any lIslamic principle or undermine any of the aims of the
Sharee'ah, in a safe, women-only environment. Islam also
treats women equally with men in a number of fields,
but this equality is based on Shar'i standards, sound
texts and solid reasoning. Allah has given both man and
woman his or her own distinct qualities, characteristics
and strong points that have not been given to the other.
He has equipped each of them for the duties that they will
carry out in this life. He has given men physical strength
in order to strive and work hard, and He has given women
compassion and love, to raise children, prepare the next
generation, and build a Muslim family.
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O Ummah of Islam, what more could a woman want
after all this honour? What could the daughters of Hawwa'
aspire to after all this protection and care? Would they
replace the good that they have with something that is not
good? Do they prefer a life of wanton display, uncovering,
immorality and free mixing to a life of purity, chastity
and modesty? Do they want to cast aside the texts of the
Qur'aan and Sunnah that enjoin Hijaab and chastity, and
be deceived by those who present arguments in the media
and try to deceive them with misleading calls and honeyed
words that we hear every now and then? Would they
give up following the example of the dignified Mothers
of the Believers and prominent righteous women such as
'Aa‘ishah, Khadeejah, Faatimah, Sumayyah and Nusaybah,
and prefer to imitate immoral and promiscuous women -
Allah's refuge is sought?

My sister in Islam, you will never be able to attain the
level of perfection you aspire for or restore your lost glory or
rise to an elevated status except by following the teachings
of Islam and adhering to the limits of the Sharee'ah. That
is the only way to guarantee the establishment of the love
of virtue and rising above indecency in your heart. Stay
where you are and by Allah, you will be praised. Stay in
your home and you will be happy. Adhere to Hijaab and
you will be in a good state of affairs. Maintain chastity and
you will give others peace of mind and have peace of mind
yourself.

Allah M says:
n ‘A'> 4 n

"And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves
like that ofthe times of ignorance" [al-Ahzaab 33:33]



A Gentle call to the Other Half

"0 Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) all

over their bodies" [al-Ahzaab 33:59].

In Islam, you are a protected pearl, a hidden gem.
Without Islam you are a toy in the hand of every evildoer,
a product to be used for trade, with which the wolves of
humankind will play and destroy her chastity and dignity,
then they will cast her aside like a date stone and brush
her off like dirt. When awoman goes against the teachings
of Islam and neglects Hijaab, appearing before men and
rubbing shoulders with them, wearing perfume, she loses
her modesty and dignity, and she causes a great deal of
Fitnah because of which there will be widespread evil and
trouble.

O Muslim woman, who has been honoured by Islam;
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O free, chaste and dignified woman, you are the best
successor to the best predecessor, when you adhere to the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger M. Beware
of Fitnah from treacherous hands and treacherous eyes,
and evil souls that want to bring you down from your
high position of dignity and bring you out of the circle of
your happiness. Beware of being deceived and defeated in
this all-out war between Hijaah and uncovering, between
chastity and permissiveness, especially when it has been
proven - beyond any shadow of a doubt - that wanton
display and uncovering are means that lead to corruption
and evil.

The enemies of Islam are dismayed and distressed
because of the protection and dignity the Muslim woman
enjoys. They want to put her in the spotlight and set traps
for her; they are targeting her with their poisoned arrows.
What is very strange is that they get help to achieve their
goals and support to spread their ideas from some of our
own people who speak our language. Thus, you see them
waging an all-out intellectual war against our Muslim
sisters who are our honour, using deceitful slogans and
eloquent articles here and there. They call - falsely - for
the "liberation" of women; they demand that women
should work and leave the home; they spread rumours
intended to serve ulterior motives and specious arguments
about Muslim women. They say about conservative
Muslim society that "half of it is idle, and it is breathing
with only one lung; how can women remain detained at
home, prisoners in the house?" and other false ideas and
misleading phrases. What do these people want? What are
they aiming at? Yes, they are aiming to "liberate" women
from morality and manners; they want them to shed their
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ideals, values and principles, and make them fall into evil
and corruption. They want women to be fashion models
and products for naive and simpleminded people. Then
who will take care of the house, bring happiness to the
family and raise the children?

Tell me, by Allah, what Fitnah will occur and what
calamity will happen if the Hijaab is taken off, thejilbaab put
aside, and women are targeted by "wolves" as a result of
uncovering and free mixing in government departments,
offices, schools and marketplaces? Isn't there a sufficient
deterrent and sufficient lesson in what has happened in
societies that went against Islamic teachings, of falling
into the swamps of immorality, evil and corruption when
the issue of women was neglected. This happened to such
an extent that calls have gone out repeatedly from people
who went through these experiences, calling upon women
to return to their safe havens, i.e., their homes. Would one
who has the slightest concern and manhood be content to
see his wife and daughter open to the view of evildoers
and exposed to treacherous eyes, like an open buffet or a
tasty morsel in front of those who have no dignity and are
of weak character?

The status quo proves that when women come out of
the home, it is a sign of destruction and ruin, a sign of loss
and corruption, thatwill lead to cutting off ties of harmony,
love and virtue, and spreading mischief and immorality in
society.

To our Muslim sisters in the Muslim world, the second
half of the Ummah, this compassionate call is addressed
from this holy place: Adhere sincerely to the Book of Allah
and hold firm to the Sunnah of His Prophet St; follow the
teachings and manners of Islam.
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To women's organisations everywhere, we address
the warning of the consequences of women's going
against Islam and chasing after brilliant slogans and toxic
misleading propaganda that is contrary to the proper
morals, ideals and values of women.

To those who are in charge of Muslim girls and providing
their education and care, we say that they must fear Allah
3! and fulfil their duties towards these girls whilst focusing
on and paying attention to their spiritual, educational
and moral well-being. It is essential to set clearly defined
limits and take preventative measures in the face of
the onslaught of indecency in movies and pictures that
destroys protective jealousy and morality, and promotes
cuckoldry and obscenity.

To those who are in charge of women's affairs, husbands
and fathers, we remind them of the duty of taking good
care of the women, in obedience to the words of Allah M:

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women” [an-
Nisa'4:34],

They have to fear Allah 8§81 and protect themselves, their
womenfolk and their children from the punishment of
Allah M, by raising them properly and compelling them
to adhere to the teachings of Islam. Besides, they must
beware of getting carried away in neglecting their duties
and giving their families free rein. We urge them to have
protective zeal towards their womenfolk and we address
them as men of dignity, religious commitment and morals,
urging them to defend their honour.

O people of wisdom and understanding, pay heed and
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beware, and do not let yourselves be deceived. The blessed
one is the one who learns from the experience of others. You
should understand that the calamity of the Ummah today
in its communities and its failure to adhere to proper moral
conduct did not come about except after it had suffered a
calamity that impacted its family system and after it failed
to educate its women properly. The Prophet Msaid:
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"I have not left behind me any Fitnah (trial) that is more
harmful to men than women."1

And he it said:
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"Beware of (the temptation of) this world and beware of
(the temptation of) women, for thefirst Fitnah (trial) that
affected the Children ofIsrael had to do with women."2

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5096; Muslim, 2740, from the Hadeeth of

Usaamah ibn Zayd 4-
2 Narrated by Muslim, 2742, from the Hadeeth of Abu Sa'eed 4

gen
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A'’oodhu billaahi min ash-shaytaan ir-rajeem
(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan):
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"0 you who believe! Ward
off from yourselves and your
families a Fire (Hell) whose
fuel is men and stones,
over which are (appointed)
angels stern (and) severe,
who disobey not, (from
executing) the Commands
they receive from Allah,
but do that which they are
commanded" [at-Tahreem
66:6],

May Allah cause me
and you to benefit from the
Holy Qur'aan and from the
Sunnah of the Leader of the
Messengers.

| say these words of mine

and | ask Allah to forgive us

and you and all the Muslims,

so ask Him for forgiveness, for He is the Oft Forgiving,
Most Merciful.



A Gentle call to the Other Half

AN S>>\ > s ' °1 ¢
al "P wo >tajl J g lilj J-*
Wi J o adll NI-NJ)

h\j 4-]1 allp
w OoX n X 0 0 x < 0 x X
ghd™' fJi uni (*fr-y O'05

Praise be to Allah, the M ost Wise, the All-Knowing.
| bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship
but He, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
And | bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave
and His Messenger to the worlds. May Allah send
blessings and peace upon him and upon his Family
and all his Companions, and the Taabi‘een and
those who followed them in truth until the Day of
Judgement.

EEfl
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, both men and
women. And adhere, all of you, to the Book
of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
M, for the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad M, and the worst matters are those
which are newly invented.

O brothers and sisters in Islam, the issue of women is of
the utmost importance and needs to be discussed again in
a very concise manner, because this issue has been taken as
a means and as a target by the enemies of Islam, through
which they spread their specious arguments, false notions
and toxic ideas at a time when the Muslims are unaware
of their tricks. In order to protect the masses from being
deceived, the Muslims - each in his own field - need to
pay attention to this matter and explain the proper Islamic
approach to it. This would prove to the entire world
that we - praise be to Allah - are fully alert with regard
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to issues that have to do with our religion, and that our
dignified women are proud of their Islam and are firmly
adhering to their religion. The words of those who say
things without understanding, the enemies of sublime
values and principles, will not deceive Muslim women.
This is especially important since we are living in the land
of the two Holy Sanctuaries- may Allah protect it - where
women are still adhering to the sound Islamic path, to such
an extent that they have become unique among others at a
time when women are tossed about amid waves of Fitnah.
That is only because this country's leaders - may Allah
protect them - are adhering to the teachings of Islam and
insist on preventing anything that is contrary to that such
as wanton display, immodesty, free mixing and so on. To
Allah be praise and thanks.

It is worth pointing out an important matter here,
which is that when a Muslim woman visits the houses
of Allah - especially in the two Holy Sanctuaries - she
should be an example of modesty, dignity, covering,
decency and proper Shar'i Hijaab. She must cover her face
and all of her body, in accordance with the clear, sound
texts of the Qur'aan and Sunnah. She must also stay
away from jostling with men, disturbing them with her
perfume, and adorning herself with beautiful clothes and
fancy jewellery, so that the reward will be recorded for
her, in sha Allah.

Will these words find any receptive ears and open
hearts? That is what | hope for.
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“I only desire reform so far as | am able, to the best of my
power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah,

in Him I trust and unto Him | repent’ [Hood 11:88],

Send blessings and peace - may Allah have mercy on
you - upon the Chosen one, as the Almighty, the Oft-
Forgiving, has commanded you when He said:

\LZ]*X dM & '0& M oi ~

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab

33:56],
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Praise be to Allah; we praise Him and seek His
help; we seek Hisforgiveness and His guidance.
We seek refuge with Allah from the evil ofour
own souls andfrom our bad deeds. Whomsoever
Allah guides, none can lead astray, and
whomsoever He sends astray, none can guide.
| bear witness that there is no god worthy of
worship except Allah alone, with no partner or
associate, a testimony that | hope will be stored
up for me against a Day ofwidespread woes. |
bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is
the Slave of Allah and His Messenger; He sent
him ahead of the Hour as a guide, a bringer of
glad tidings, a warner, a caller to Allah by His
leave, and a lamp spreading light. May Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and upon
his Family and Companions, and reward him
abundantly on behalfofhis Ummah.
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brathers in Islam, | advise you and myself to
. You must fear Allah - may Allah
N you; fear Him with regard to
Is and your families. Fear Him
your children and those under
fir Him and He will protect you,
dependent of means and guide

have merd
your own
with regarg

your care.

ves of Allah, how is advancement and progress
mea d for individuals and societies? By what standard
is a P®Ople's or community's level of refinement evaluated?
On what basis is glory built and civilisation set up? None
of this can be achieved except by focusing with great
care on a topic of immense importance, a topic that is the
concern of scholars and educators, the main issue focused
on by Daa'iyahs (callers to Islam) and reformers, the main
worry of thinkers and concerned people. However, over
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and above all this, it is the hope and wish of fathers and
mothers, the main objective that teachers and educators,
both male and female, seek to achieve. Moreover, it is an
urgent objective for states and governments. How much
time has been spent on it, how many resources have been
allocated to it, how much effort has been devoted to it and
how much money has been spent on it, without limit. This
is not too much for the sake of a matter, which, once it is
achieved in the Ummah, will raise it to a position of pride
and dominance where it will prosper and lead others.
However, if it is neglected then corruption and ruin will
prevail, and in that case you can say goodbye to the Ummah
that can be considered a hopeless case and you can write
messages of condolence to it.

Do you know, O slaves of Allah, what is that important
topic? It is the issue of education and upbringing, and what
a great mission, what a great trust and responsibility it is!

O Muslims, the responsibility of raising the new
generation and shaping them into righteous women and
men is great indeed. The issue of caring for the apples of
our eyes, our beloved youth and children, is a very serious
matter that Muslims should devote all their attention to,
because it is a prerequisite of, and is connected to, their
happiness at the individual and communal level. Hence,
we must prepare for this responsibility in the best manner
when drawing up curricula, setting out plans, and
appointing qualified people. In doing so, we can ensure
that the educational process will be safe from stumbling
blocks, far removed from contradictions and dualism, and
that it will be able to avoid imitating and blindly following
others while simultaneously confirming our pride in
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our Islamic identity and in our Islamic ways, following

the teachings of the Holy Qur'aan and the path of the
Prophet's Sunnah.

O brothers in Islam, our need for Islamic education and
upbringing is of the highest priority. What is the point of
pursuing physical well-being without values or beliefs,
and without reason or spirit? Is there any good in physical
well-being when one is corrupted spiritually? Physical
existence is common to all created beings; searching for
food and drink is something common to both men and
animals. The need for food and air is something shared by
both believers and disbelievers, righteous and evildoers,
good and bad. However, by means of principles, values,
education, teaching, belief and faith, the people of Islam
will be distinct from others.

O brothers in faith, how much human societies are
suffering nowadays of calamities and problems. How great
is the painful distress and woes they have gone through!
Why have crime rates risen to astounding levels? Thatcould
not have happened except when the issue of education is
neglected. Wrongdoing, oppression and corruption only
became widespread when standards of upbringing and
education deteriorated, morality declined, and behaviour
and conduct took the direction of doom and loss.

Generation after generation have been characterised
by a distorted nature, lacking a proper upbringing, not
knowing the rights of Allah or the rights of other people,
devoid of any mission or aims in life, not enjoining any
good or denouncing any evil. Their lives are wasted on idle
entertainmentand their time is spentin evil and corruption,
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sinking in a mire of immoral activities, far removed from
any virtues. There is nothing good in them for the country
or the people. What greater crime against society can there
be than this?

The existence of generations that are deprived of
proper upbringing is a crime against society and an
offence against the entire Ummah. How much are societies
suffering because of the deviation of the youth? How many
parents are complaining about their children's rebellious
attitudes, disobedience and neglect of duty towards them?
They forget that the cause of all these problems is a bad
upbringing.

Hence, it is the duty of all Muslims to shoulder their
responsibilities and tackle this problem with all the
resources they have been given; they need to put together
all their efforts in all fields: homes and families; parents
and relatives; schools and universities; mosques and social
gatherings, all the groups in society and the media of
various types - all need to strive hard to help raise and
educate children, and instil values and morals in girls and
boys, so as to bring forth an ideal generation of men and
women.

O Ummabh of Islam, our Islamic religion has paid a great
deal of attention to the issue of upbringing and education;
no other society, past or present, can match it in this regard.
It is unequalled by any education system in the east or in
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the west. It is far removed from complicated philosophies
and contaminated ideas. Islam came up with the most
brilliant system whilst the efforts of those infatuated with
its enemies’ ideas failed. The light of guidance is shining on
humanity, whilst the life of those who turned away from the
path of guidance has grown dark, regardless of their fancy
titles and their deception of simpleminded people with
sweet words and calls for renewal and modernity. In fact,
all educational theories are far removed from the guidance
of the Qur'aan and Sunnah; they are utterly bankrupt and
have nothing to offer. What have they brought to mankind
except loss and destruction, when they made people jump
out of the frying pan into the fire?!

There is nothing that could save the new generations
of the world except an upbringing on the basis of Islamic
teachings, in which there is a sublime goal, which is
attaining true servitude ('Uboodiyyah) to Allah, the One,
the Subduer, and subjugating all resources to achieve
that fundamental principle. It is also essential to raise the
new generation on the basis that they are to be the bearers
of 'Ageedah, people with a sublime aim and goal, people
of faith and moral standards; and all of this should be
manifested in their conduct and behaviour.

O brothers in faith, when we pause to examine the
main factors that contribute to raising and educating
the new generation, we see that the home is the primary
foundation for upbringing and the family is the primary
core of the educational process. That starts with choosing
a righteous wife who comes from a good background and
is good-natured, so that she will be prepared to become
a good mother and first teacher. These preparations will
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continue until the child opens his eyes in his parents’ laps.
Intangible, psychological care and an upbringing based on
faith come before physical care, based on what Islam has
made obligatory in that regard. Allah, may He be exalted,
says:

"0 you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your
families a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones,
over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe,
who disobey not, (from executing) the Commands
they receive from Allah, but do that which they are

commanded" [at-Tahreem 66:6],

The scholars said: This means: Teach them, train them
and discipline them in that which will protect them from
the punishment of Allah.1Thatis a great responsibility; woe
to anyone who betrays it! The Prophet M said, according
to a report narrated by al-Bukhaari and Muslim from Ibn
‘Umar

tj& ySjsj I

"Each ofyou is a shepherd and each ofyou is responsible
for hisflock/®

At home, the child learns his parents' ways when he is
still very small; they are an example for him and he follows
their actions and imitates what they say and do. Hence, the
parents' responsibility for guiding their children is great
indeed. The Prophet % said, describing the extent of the
parents' influence on the child:

1 See: Zaad al-Maseer by Ibn al-Jawzi, 8/312; Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 8/167
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"There is no child who is not born in a state of Fitrah
(sound innate disposition), then his parents make him a
Jew or a Christian or a Magian."1

At-Tirmidhi and others narrated that the Prophet Msaid:
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"No parent gives his child a better gift than good
manners."'2

And he Msaid:
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"Instruct your children to pray when they are seven years
old, and smack them if they do not do it when they are ten,
and separate them in their beds."3

These are educational guidelines for the Muslim home,
so that the new generation will be brought up with sound
belief and virtues, just as they are also nourished with food
and drink. Rather, it is more important than that, hence
many fathers and mothers make mistakes when they limit
childrearing to giving the child what he wants and focusing
on materialistic matters.

1 Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1385; Muslim, 2658, from the Hadeeth of

Abu Hurayrah 4®
2 Narrated by Ahmad, 3/412; at-Tirmidhi, 1952; al-Haakim, 4/263

3 Narrated by Ahmad, 2/180; Abu Dawood, 495; al-Haakim, 1/197,
from the Hadeeth of Ibn'Amr 4te
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O fathers and mothers, fear Allah with regard to your
children. Be a good example for them and raise them
to pay attention to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of
the Messenger of Allah M- Follow the way of Islam in
raising them; be kind in your dealing with them, be
firm if they repeat mistakes, and beware lest you behave
inappropriately in front of them. Get them used to doing
good deeds to others and having the best attitude; train
them to guard their tongues and keep away from slander,
swearing, lying, rudeness and so on. Beware of letting the
children know about any dispute between you, because of
the psychological harm that it may do, as it may lead to
them developing complexes and destroying their morale.

Be extremely cautious about delegating childrearing
tasks to the servants, for that is harmful to the family
as they usually bring in ideas, attitudes and habits that
have been proven to be dangerous. It has been proven to
everyone who cares that these habits and practices on are

HH
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evil and harmful.

Keep the children away from bad company; check on
them to make sure that they are praying regularly. Check
on what they do in private and who they are hanging out
with - who are their friends? What are they reading? What
are they listening to? What are they watching? Keep aclose
eye on them, but accompany this with love, compassion
and kindness. The astute shepherd does not neglect his
flock in a land filled with savage animals.

Beware of letting different kinds of intellectual and
moral propaganda sneak into the family, with or without
permission, lest it destroy what you have built and weaken
what you have set up. Raise your children with good
virtues and keep them away from immorality.

As the poet said:

The child grows up with what his father made him
accustomed to.

Always pray to Allah to guide them and keep them on the
straight path,

as the Prophets of Allah (blessings and peace be upon
them) used to do.

Ibraaheem al-Khaleel (as) used to say:

"My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous." [as-
Sa%ffaat 100] (ofispring) ! |

"And (remember) when lbrahim (Abraham) said: "0 my
Lord! Make this city (Makkah) one of peace and security,
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and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols"
[lbraaheem 14:35]

"0 my Lord! Make meone who performsAs-Salaat(lqgamat-
as-Salaat), and (also) from my offspring[/ibraa/?eem
14:40],

Zakariya (as) said:

"0 my Lord! Grant me from You, a good offspring" [Aal
Imraan 3:38],

What is the value of children if they are not good, Allah
forbid?

We see Lugmaan the Wise giving his famous advice to
his son, as narrated in Soorat Lugmaan}

Your Prophet and role-model, Muhammad M, also gave
advice and education to the youth in word and deed.

Teach them the etiquette of eating, drinking and
sleeping, of mixing with people and going to the mosque.

Fear Allah, O fathers and mothers, and check on your
children, for they are a trust and responsibility that has
been placed on your shoulders. Beware of giving them free
rein.

My dear Muslim brother, if you ask about the second
factor in raising the new generation in an Islamic manner,
you will find that it is the school, which has a major impact
on the child's upbringing. What do you think of the place

1 See verses 13 to 19 of Soorat Lugmaan

iSBI
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where the child spends half his day, in which he does all
kinds of activities? There can be no doubt that the school
is an important frontier and fortress, and those who are
in charge of it must do their duty properly, educating and
guiding the youth.

O teachers, fear Allah with regard to the task you have
been entrusted with of educating the Muslim children. Be
a good example to them; teach them to aspire to develop
the best character and attain the best education, and give
equal importance to both. Be bridges between the school
and the home, to guarantee the well-being of the children,
by Allah's leave. Beware of contradicting what you say
by your behaviour and actions. Do not let the students
see you doing anything Haraam, for by Allah knowledge
is of no benefit without the proper manners, attitude and
behaviour.

The role of the mosque comes next. O slaves of Allah,
we find that it is an oasis of safety, security, tranquillity
and peace, where the people learn how to read Qur'aan,
pray and recite Thikr and Du'aa’. No doubt, the mosques
and schools play a large role in raising the next generation.
They are strong fortresses and an important frontier, as
they spread right and guidance throughout the entire
society.

With regard to the media, this responsibility is one of
the greatest, especially in the present time, which is the era
of media first and foremost. What is needed is investment
of the media in raising and educating the new Muslim
generation, because the media has entered every home and
reached every city and village. Investing itin good purposes
to spread virtues is absolutely essential. | do not think that
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those who are in charge of it are unaware of that. There is
much that could be said about what the satellite channels
and Internet websites are filled with, which undermines
good upbringing and requires deep awareness and great
caution.

We ask Allah to help us all to raise our sons and
daughters in a manner that He loves and is pleased with.

“Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring
who will be the comfort of our eyes” [al-Furqaan 25:74],

Our Lord, bestow on us from our children those who
will be righteous and guided, and will guide others to the
path of righteousness, O Hearer of supplications!

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness
and turn to Him in repentance, for He is the Oft Forgiving,
Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah Who bestows favours and blessings,
the One Who possesses pride and glory, Who is deserving
of the utmost gratitude and praise. | bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with
no partner or associate; He isfar above having any rival,
equal, peer or partner. He enjoined mothers and fathers
to give their sons and daughters a good upbringing. And
| bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His Slave
and His Messenger, the leader of the monotheists and
of the chosen, the best of those who ever undertook the
mission ofeducation, reform and development. May Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and upon his noble
Family and pious Companions, and those whofollow them
in truth, so long as earth and heaven endure.
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Allah has enjoined upon you with regard to
disciplining and educating yourself and your
children and those under your care, as now

F ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and do what

you all know the importance of this matter,
especially in these modern times.

By Allah, besides Whom there is no other God, if we
paid attention to this issue we would not complain about
problems or suffer from
crimes and deviant acts, and
all aspects of promiscuity
would disappear and all
causes of troubles would
diminish.

However, O slaves of
Allah, there is a related issue
of particular importance
within this general issue of
education and upbringing.
This issue is paying attention
to the education and training
of females: as daughters,
sisters and wives, especially
raising them from an early
age with modesty and
chastity. How eloquent is the
one who said:
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Who could guarantee for me the proper upbringing of
women, for in the east the lack thereofis the cause ofour
decline?

Raise your daughters to be chaste, for in this world they
are the best guarantee of the Ummah’s well-being.

The mother is a school; if you prepare her well, you will
prepare a nation with great qualities.

The mother is like a garden; if it is regularly watered by
rain, it willflourish in the best manner.

The mother is the teacher of the most prominent scholars
whose legacy people still discuss and read.1

Society has never suffered from the immoral behaviour
and provocative sights such as those witnessed nowadays,
except when the education of women is neglected. The
turmoil caused by decadence, wanton display, immodesty,
uncovering and free mixing never becomes widespread
except when the education of women is neglected. Let
those who are in charge of women - namely husbands

1 These lines are from a Qaseeddh (ode) by the poet Haafiz Ibraaheem.
See his Diwaan, 1/230
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and fathers - fear Allah, teach them good manners, and
discipline them. They should compel their womenfolk
to stay home and to observe proper Shar'i Hijaab, so that
they will not cause temptation or be tempted, because
that would lead to destroying the foundations of the next
generation's upbringing and education.

It is an extremely serious mistake and a betrayal of
trust to neglect women and go along with their demands
without questioning whether it is Halaal or Haraam, and
without watching or checking the way they dress and
other interests of theirs. It has reached such a level among
some people that they will bring indecent pictures, Haraam
and provocative media, and leave them where their sons
and daughters have easy access to them.

(As the poet said:)

433 0L ) J | oLaJl
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Then he threw him into the sea, tied up, and said: Beware
lest the water make you wet!

Let us all fear Allah with regard to that what we have
been entrusted with; let us all do our duty with regard to
raising and educating the new generation, each in his field,
so that things will get better and society will improve, by
Allah's leave.

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the teacher of humankind and leader
of humanity, as Allah has instructed you to send blessings
and peace upon him:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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Praise be to Allah, the One, the Subduer, the
Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving. | praise Him, may
He be exalted, for His abundant blessings, and |
thank Him for His ongoing bounty. | bear witness
that there is no god worthy of worship but Allah
alone, with no partner or associate, the Sovereign,
the Compeller. His is the creation and the command
entirely, and everything with Him is in (due)
proportion (cf. 13:8). And | bear witness that our
Prophet and Beloved, Muhammad, is the Slave
of Allah and His Chosen Messenger, the elite
of the elite of the elite. May Allah send blessings
and peace upon him and upon his Family and
righteous Companions, both the Muhaajireen and
Ansaar, and the Taabi'een (generation following
the Companions) who adhered to the Saheeh
Sunnah and reports, blessings and peace, perfect
and complete, one after another so long as night and
day alternate. I ask Allah to make us among those
whofollow them in truth. Allah is well-pleased with
them as they are well-pleased with Him. He has
preparedfor them Gardens under which riversflow
(Paradise) (cf. 9:100).
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, for fear of Allah
F is the secret to success, the means of attaining
prosperity and the way to goodness.

O brothers in faith, Allah sent His Prophet
Muhammad M with guidance and the true
n.

tidings and warnings, he called people to
to guide them; he conveyed the message,
t, advised the Ummah, and guided the
Lord's leave - to the path of the Almighty,
the Praiseworthy. Through him, the earth was filled with
light after it had endured darkness, and the Ummah was
united after having been in a state of division.

Allah chose supporters for him, namely the noble
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Companions (may Allah be pleased with them all), the
best of all generations and the best of the Ummah after its
Messenger, according to scholarly consensus; the most
pure of heart, the deepest in knowledge and the most
straightforward. When they prevailed, they were kind and
generous; when they gained authority, they were the best
rulers and governors. How could it be otherwise when
Allah had chosen them to accompany His Prophet M and
become the bearers of His religion? After the Messenger of
Allah Mpassed away, they carried the banner of Da'wah and
Jihad. They conquered lands, brought blessing to people
and led them to the best way with regard to their worldly
affairs and the Hereafter. They spread Islam east and west,
raising the banner of monotheism, destroying the thrones
of idolatry and defeating the troops of ignorance. They
took up positions of prominence and leadership among
humanity. The Ummah that used to tend sheep became
leaders of peoples and in charge of nations, bringing
about goodness and happiness. They became leaders and
pioneers, occupying the highest positions. They filled the
earth with fairness and justice, and they filled hearts with
faith, fear of Allah and knowledge. History had never
witnessed the like of them and the world had never seen
anything like what they achieved.

O Ummah of Islam, no sooner had the first three
generations passed away that turmoil emerged and
calamities and trials became widespread. Generations
came after them who followed different ways; they turned
away from the way of the Messengers and were misguided
by their whims and desires. Various views took hold of
them, many ideas and opinions developed among them,
and different inclinations and trends emerged.
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"But they (men) have broken their religion among
them into sects, each group rejoicing in its belief" [al-
Mu'minoon 23:53],

There were many differences among them; they were
destroyed by selfishness and strove hard to achieve personal
gain and prove themselves. The Ummah fell into a state of
confusion for a long time. They neglected the command of
Allah, so they became divided and grew weak. They ended
up vulnerable to the enemies of Allah, who strove and are
still striving to extinguish the light of Allah.

"but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be
perfected even though the Kafiroon (dishelievers) hate
[\t)'[at-Tawbah 9:32).

As aresult of this turning away from the fundamentals of
faith, the enemies of Islam gained power over the Ummabh,
both territorially and intellectually, seizing its resources
and attacking that which it holds sacred. The Ummah was
beset by storms of division and widespread ignorance and
wrongdoing. The main beneficiaries of that are the enemies
of Islam, who continue to seek ways of subjecting the
Muslims to different types of challenges, launching various
kinds of attacks against them and planning innumerable
plots and conspiracies against them under different
banners and slogans. As a result of this, generations of
the Ummah lurched from one crisis to another. Lands were
occupied, ideas were altered, sanctities were tampered
with and violated, and honour, wealth and resources were
regarded as easy prey. Lands and territories that had been
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ruled by Islam for many centuries were lost.

This war of aggression against Islam is still clearly
going on. The issues of our Ummah and the calamities of
our societies are ongoing, and our brothers' wounds are
still bleeding. In an era when proper standards have been
lost, balances have been turned upside down, those who
were wronged have become wrongdoers, those who were
pursued have become pursuers. International organisations
turn a blind eye (to atrocities) and fail to defend the rights
of Muslims, news of what is happening to Muslims is
being covered up, and people have become confused and
dumbfounded. No sooner does a person who is following
the current affairs of the Ummah and news of his brothers’
calamities begin to raise his hopes, he is soon struck
down by frustration and pain when he sees and hears of
Muslims' issues becoming even more complicated. No
sooner is one problem overcome that the Ummah goes back
to even more and steadily increasing conflict, crushing
wars, bloody clashes, mass killings and expulsions. What
is even stranger than that is that sometimes these things
take place between brothers and loved ones, when a man
turns his weapon on his brother.

This is a heartbreaking and terrible situation. To Allah
we complain and He is the One Whose help we seek. There
is no power and no strength except with Allah.

O Muslim Ummah, the main Islamic issue that we must
not forget in the light of new conflicts and issues, is the
issue of the first Qiblah, and the third holiest site in Islam
after the two Holy Mosques. The issue of al-Agsa should
be the concern of every Muslim; no compromise should
ever be accepted. What the global Zionists have done



EE

broug L ARAM
throughout history is not unknown to the Muslims; rather
it is recorded on dark pages about people who are liars
and traitors and who are known throughout history for
breaking covenants and promises, and showing blatant
disrespect to the feelings of the Muslims and what they
hold sacred.

The ongoing assault of the oppressive Serbs against
the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina is something that
pains the heart and gives one sleepless nights.

May the peace of Allah be upon Sarajevo, which is
being showered with missiles of spite and hatred by the
worshippers of the cross, whose evil extends to the shelling
of mosques, schools and homes.

With regard to Somalia, what is taking place there?
What are the latest developments among the different
Somali groups and militias? What is being done to bring
security to the country and safety for its people?

What is happening in Afghanistan is very serious; it is
a huge calamity, which confuses the wisest of men. What
are the true dimensions of the ongoing conflicts in the
land of the Afghans? Who is benefiting from what is going
on there? It is to Allah that we complain. The situation in
Afghanistan has become unacceptable to those who are
wise, the people of dignity and honesty. Can a man be
more hostile to his own brother than to a blatant enemy?
I wonder what the secret is and what is really happening.
The Afghans liberated their land from the Soviets in the
most amazing way that became a source of pride for the
Muslim Ummah. The entire Ummah offered its souls and its
sons, sending money and offering prayers to support the
Jihad in that land. So how come the splendour of Jihad was
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tarnished and the heroes ended up fighting one another?

O Afghan leaders, fear Allah with regard
to yourselves, your land and your people!
It is better for you to turn to the laws of
Allah for judgement and resolve your
disputes in a peaceful manner; do not
forget the hopes that the Ummah pinned
on you; do not renew their distress and
pain with your disputes. Why do you give
hidden hands the opportunity to tamper
with your country and stir up trouble
among you? Listen to the voice of reason
and protect the land and its people from
ruin and destruction. We are
worried lest these calls fall on
deaf ears and the efforts to
bring about reconciliation
and agreement not bear
fruit.  Nevertheless,
hope remains and
we are still optimistic
that the shedding of
Muslim blood will cease
there, and that the Afghan leaders
will respond to the reconciliation efforts
and will be united in faith and belief in
Tawheed. They should beware of their whims and desires;
what a bad thing it is to be swayed by greed and personal
interests, when they pose an obstacle to the best interests of
the Ummah and the safety of society. Away with greed and
seeking positions of power, if that could bring lands and
people to a state of turmoil and corruption!

Map of Afghanistan
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O brothers in Islam, the other tragedies of the Ummah
are numerous and its wounds are many; news of Muslim
minorities is not hidden. The state of the Ummah has
become like that described by the poets who eulogized the
loss of Andalusia.

O Muslim leaders to whom Allah has granted power
and authority to establish justice and alleviate injustice:
fear Allah and support the religion of Allah; be a help to

your people by ruling in accordance with the laws of Allah
and supporting Muslim causes.

O scholars of Islam, O you who are entrusted with the
legacy of Prophethood, O you from whom was taken the
covenant and solemn pledge to explain that Prophetic
legacy to the people and not to conceal it, fulfil your
responsibility of teaching and guiding; do not neglect
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carrying out your duties. Be sincere towards Allah and to
His Book, His Messenger M, and the leaders of the Muslims
and the common folk.

O Daa'iyahs who call people to Islam, let your hearts
be united in following the way of the righteous early
generations - may Allah have mercy on them. Give up
narrow-minded partisan attitudes and personal interests.
Help the rulersin achieving goodness for the entire Ummah,
for cooperation between the people and the rulers is in the
bestinterests of the Ummah, whereas showing rebellion and
disobedience, spreading the seeds of division and splitting
from the main body of Muslims brings about a great deal
of evil and causes great harm to the Ummah. By the grace
of Allah towards this blessed land, it opened its heart and
reached out its hand - both leaders and scholars - and
made taking care of the Muslims' affairs its main concern,
and it sought to bring about reconciliation among them.
This is not out of character, for this land is the focal point
of the Muslims to which their hearts turn. So let the Ummah
reach out to it to achieve what is in the best interests of the
Muslims and to ward off evil and corruption from them.

The Ummah is looking for a tangible plan of action; it is
not enough just to talk and analyse. The responsibility for
setting the affairs of the Ummah straight and bringing it out
of its troubles is to be borne by all of the Muslims within
the framework of sound *Ageedah, knowledge, reason and
wisdom, so that the Ummah may attain what has been
promised by Allah, Who does not break His promise. We
hope that the calamities of the Ummah will be like a summer
cloud and will soon disappear, and the victory will be for
Islam and its people. Let the Muslims be assured of that,
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for it is from Allah alone that we seek support and victory.

Aroothu billaahi min ash-shaytaan ir-rajeem

(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan):

"Allah has promised those among you who believe, and
do righteous good deeds, that He will certainly grant
them succession to (the present rulers) in the earth, as
He granted it to those before them, and that He will
grant them the authority to practise their religion, that
which He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam). And He will
surely give them in exchange a safe security after their
fear (provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not
associate anything (in worship) with Me. But whoever
disbelieved after this, they are the Fasiqoon (rebellious,
disobedient to Allah)" [an-Noor 24:55],

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah Who has blessed the precincts of al-
Masjid al-Agsa and Who cast away all those who turn
away from worshipping Him. | bear witness that there
is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone, with no
partner or associate; He has commanded us to adhere to
thefaith. And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad
is the Slave of Allah and His Messenger; he conveyed the
message of his Lord, never falling short or sparing any
effort. May Allah send blessings and peace upon him and
those who follow his path and adhere to his Sunnah, and
urge others to do likewise.

SB



ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that the
truest of speech is the Book of Allah, and the
best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad
M The worst matters are those which are newly
invented; every newly invented matter is an
innovation, and every innovation is a going
astray.

O brothers in Islam, one of the established facts that
are not subject to debate is that the issue of al-Aqgsa is a
fundamentally Islamic issue and will remain so - by Allah's
leave - until Allah inherits the earth and everyone on it.
There can be no compromise on that which we hold sacred
and there can be no yielding of our principles under any
circumstances. The issue of al-Agsa is a most important
Islamic issue. It is the first of the two Qiblahs (direchon
of prayer) and the third holiest site after the two Holy
Mosques, and it is the place to which the master of the two
races (of jinn and men), the Prophet M, was taken on his
Night Journey (Al-Isra"). Its high status is deeply rooted in
history. Today it is going through a heartbreaking tragedy,
a calamity caused by thuggish misfits who came from all
over the world - upon them be ongoing curses from Allah
until the Day of Resurrection. They seek to destroy it,
change its features and build their so-called Temple on its
ruins. May Allah never enable them to achieve it! O slaves
of Allah, you have brothers in faith living in the blessed
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land of Palestine, who have engaged in a courageous
Islamic uprising (Intifada) to defend al-Aqgsa and the holy
land. It is the duty of the Muslims to support them and
stand with them in unity against Zionist aggression, until
Allah brings the comfort of victory and prevailing,

“And that is not hard for Allah” [Ioraaheem 14:20; Faatir
35:17].
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Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the one who was taken by night from
al-Masjid al-Haraam to al-Masjid al-Aqgsa, as the Lord, may
He be glorified and exalted, has instructed you to do when
He said:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56],
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Until When will this
Heedlessness Continue,
O Slaves of Allah?
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Praise be to Allah Who accepts repentance from His
slaves and forgives sins. We praise Him, may He
be exalted, and we give thanks to Him. We turn in
repentance to Him and we ask Him for forgiveness.
We seek refuge with Him from evils and sins. | bear
witness that there is no god worthy of worship but
Allah alone, with no partner or associate, the Forgiver
of sins, the Concealer of faults, the Acceptor of
repentance from those who repent. Glory be to Him,
how generous andforgiving He is.

“Truly, Allah loves those who tumn unto Him in repentance
and loves those who purify themselves” [al-Bagarah 2:222).

And | bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is
the Slave of Allah and His Messenger, His chosen
one and His closefriend, the leader of those who
seek forgiveness and those who repent, the Seal
of the Prophets and Messengers. O Allah, send
blessings and peace upon him and his Family
and Companions, the good and pure, and upon
his wives, the Mothers of the Believers, and
upon the Taabi'een (generation following the
Companions) and those who follow them in
truth until the Day ofJudgement.
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fear your Lord and obey Him;
e is watching and do not disobey
p Him and seek His forgiveness.

orst thing people are suffering
orstthing thatcan befall people's
htedly, these problems have many
from committing sins. Sins are the
main barrle eep us away from Allah, the Beloved.
No doubt turning away from that which could keep you
away from the Beloved is essential. It is well-known that
man by nature is weak and prone to shortcomings. All the
sons of Adam are prone to committing sins and they have
enemies within and without who cause them to go along
with whims and desires and commit sin, because of which
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they are constantly exposed to danger. Allah H - who is
Most Merciful to His slaves and Most Kind to His creation
- has given them a fortified stronghold against sin and a
strong barrier to shield them from error, which is: turning
to Him and seeking His forgiveness.

O brothers in Islam, the fact that many people are
getting carried away in committing sin and are getting
used to it and revelling in it is a serious matter; it is bad
territory to graze in and is very dangerous for individuals,
communities, nations and peoples. For every calamity,
turmoil, disaster and trial that befalls an individual or
community, the root cause is sin and disobedience of Allah.

Allah H says:

n i A CHA P pl" =~
"And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of

what your hands have earned. And He pardons much"
[ash-Shoora 42:30],

Itis essential for every Muslim to start reforming himself
seriously and change the course of his life and the life of his
family from bad to good, from disobedience to obedience,
from heedlessness, negligence and apathy to repentance,
turning to Allah and obedience to Him. That is if we want
to set our affairs straight, seek stability and bring about
security. Allah &g says:

~ I [1am &u id

"Allah does not change a people's lot unless they change
what isin their hearts" [ar-Ra‘d 13:11],

gig
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If a person does not know when his life may suddenly
end, and he does not know when death may strike, the
sensible and blessed one is the one who is guided to the
way of repentance, righteousness and piety, so that he may
attain good, prosperity, health and success in this world
and in the Hereafter.

O brothersin faith and belief, aman's need for repentance
is an urgent need at every stage of his life, because it is
the way of salvation and the means of success. The Lord
fi highlighted that, as He said, commanding His slaves to
repent and explaining the consequences thereof:

"And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, 0 believers,
that you may be successful'[an-Noor 24:31],

Allah described as wrongdoers those who turn away
from repentance because of their ignorance of the rights of
their Lord and their blindness to their own faults and the
bad consequences of their deeds. Allah  says:

"And whosoever does not repent, then such are indeed
Zalimoon (wrong-doers)" [al-Hujuraat 49:11],

O believers, your Lord M is calling you and describing
you as believers, so that you will come to repentance and
seek the victory of turning to Allah, far away from the
misfortune of sin and disobedience, and so that you will
attain expiation for your bad deeds and admittance to

Paradise:
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"0 you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere
repentance! It may be that your Lord will remit from
you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which
rivers flow (Paradise)" [at-Tahreem 66:8],

As you ponder the meaning you may notice - may Allah
bless you - that Allah M stipulated for the repentance by
means of which admittance to Paradise may be attained,
by His mercy, that it should be sincere repentance. Let us
listen to what the scholars (may Allah have mercy on them)
said when explaining this important concept.

'Umar ibn al-Khattaab and Ubayy ibn Ka'b (may Allah

be pleased with them both) said: r
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"Sincere repentance means repenting from the sin then
not going back to it, just as milk does not go back into the
udder."1

Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

"It means that the individual regrets what he did in the
past and resolves not to go back to it."'2

Al-Kalbi said:

1  Tafseer at-Tabari, 12/158; Madaarij as-Saalikeen by Ibn al-Qayyim,
1/309
2 Madaarij as-Saalikeen, 1/309
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"It means to seekforgiveness verbally, tofeel regret in the
heart and to refrainfrom the act."1

Muhammad ibn Ka'b said:
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"It - i.e., repentance - comprises four things: seeking
forgiveness verbally, giving it up physically, forming the

intention in the heart not to go back to it, and forsaking
badfriends."2

Al-Haafidh Ibn Katheer said in his comments on the
verse in Soorat at-Tahreem (quoted above): "...i.e., sincere,
determined and definite repentance that erases the bad

1 Mndaarij as-Snalikeen, 1/309
2 Madaarij as-Snalikeen, 1/310
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deeds that came before it and puts the affairs (of the
penitent individual) in order, making him more serious
and focused, and also making him give up what he was
doing of bad things."1

Al-'Allaamah Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on
him) said: "Sincerity in repentance requires three things:
firstly, it must include all sins; secondly, there should be
resolve and determination to adhere to the repentance;
thirdly, there should be elimination of all that may
undermine the sincerity of repentance."2

Thus, the conditions of repentance become clear to you,
0 slaves of Allah. It is very important and it is not just the
matter of words and phrases that one may utter regularly
without understanding them or complying with and acting
upon their implications. Rather, it is essential to fulfil its
conditions and remove all impediments to doing so.

O brothers in Islam, repentance is obligatory with
immediate effect, because of the texts of the Qur'aan
and Sunnah which indicate that, and because sins are a
cause of doom and keep one away from Allah. Thus, it is
essential to flee from them and beware of them, whether
they have to do with the rights of Allah or the rights of
people. If a person has fallen short with regard to an act
of worship, he should make it up; if his sin has to do with
wrongdoing against another person, he should rectify it.
If he has engaged in backbiting about a brother, he should
seek forgiveness from his brother for it; if he usurped
someone's wealth or property, he should return it to them.
Al-Bukhaari narrated in his Saheeh from the Hadeeth of Abu

Hurayrah 4fe that the Prophet it said:

1 Tafseer al-Qur'aan al-'Azeem by Ibn Katheer, 8/168
2 Madaarij as-Saalikeen, 1/310
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"Whoever has wronged his brother with regard to his
wealth or honour, let him come to him and settle the
matter with him and ask for his forgiveness before it is
settled with him at a time when there will be no Dinars or
Dirhams (i.e., on the Day of Resurrection), then if he has
any Hasanaat (good deeds) to his credit, some of his good
deed will be taken and given to his companion; otherwise
some of his companion’s Sayi‘aat (bad deeds) will be taken
and added to his burden."

O brothers in Islam, Allah, by His grace, has left the
gate of repentance open for His slaves, no matter how
numerous their bad deeds or how great their sins, even if
they committed serious wrongs, immoral actions and sins.
Nothing is more serious than disbelief in Allah, yet despite
that the Oft-Forgiving, the Acceptor of repentance says:

~NAL-A L jale o\\JjLk=>0r'AllIP ~

“Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease (from
dishelief) their past will be forgiven” [al-Anfaal 8:38].

Allah says, after mentioning the punishments for a
number of major sins, such as Shirk, murder and Zina:
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"Except those who repent and believe (in Islamic
Monotheism), and do righteous deeds, for those, Allah
will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful'[a/-Filrgraan 25:70],

Allah offered the opportunity to repent to those
Trinitarians who disbelieved in the Messengers of Allah,
who said:

N sjlul Sjjs it
“'Allah is the third of the three™ [al-Maaidah 5:73],
Although they said that, He called them to repent, and
said:
% <» =< G -r./ >t' Y

“Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [al-Maaidah 5:74],

How great is the patience of Allah towards His slaves;
how immense is His grace and kindness! That is confirmed
in the verses in which He says:

A SCal <b A

"And verily, | am indeed Forgiving to him who repents,
believes (in My Oneness, and associates none in worship
with Me) and does righteous good deeds, and then
remains constant in doing them, (till his death)" [Ta-Ha

20:82),
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"And those who, when they have committed Faahishah
(illegal sexual intercourse etc.) or wronged themselves
with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their
sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allah - And do not
persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.
For such, the reward is Forgiveness from their Lord, and
Gardens with rivers flowing underneath (Paradise),
wherein they shall abide forever. How excellent is this
reward for the doers (who do righteous deeds according
to Allah's Orders)" [Aal imraan 3:135, 136]

/ S>< n s'\
"And whoever does evil or wrongs himselfbut afterwards

seeks Allah's Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful" [an-Nisa' 4:110],

Congratulations, O believers; what glad tidings there
are for those who repent! If you do well, you will be
rewarded, and if you do wrong but seek forgiveness, Allah
will forgive you; if you sin then repent, Allah will accept
your repentance. He has opened a gate for you that is open

night and day. In the Hadeeth it is narrated that Allah it

1
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“So

"holds out His hand at night to accept the repentance of
those who have sinned during the day, and He holds out
His hand by day to accept the repentance of those who
have sinned at night - until the sun rises from its place
ofsetting."1

Narrated by Muslim, 2759 from the Hadeeth of Abu Moosa al-Ash'ari
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When Allah descends to the lowest heaven, during the
last third of every night, He calls upon His slaves to avail
themselves of His generosity and enjoy His grace and
mercy. So He, may He be exalted, says:

Gist © aufs T dijl Ly T°1»
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"Is there anyone who will ask for forgiveness, so that I
might forgive him ? Is there anyone who will repent, so

that | might accept his repentance?'1

Can you imagine, O slaves of Allah, the joy of a man
who lost his mountin a barren desert, who lost his camel in
a desolate and deadly land? His camel got away from him,
and it was carrying his food and drink. He searched long
and hard for it, until he despaired of ever finding it. He
grew so hungry, thirsty and exhausted that he was about to
die, then whilst he was in that state, he found it standing in
front of him. Can you imagine his joy at finding his mount?
Yet Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, rejoices more
at the repentance of His slave than this man at finding his
mount, as it says in as-Saheehayn, in the Hadeeth of Anas 4».2

O Ummah of Islam, no matter how great sins are, the
forgiveness of the Most Merciful of those who show mercy
is greater. The one who thinks that his sins are too great to
be forgiven and cannotbe encompassed by Allah's pardon,
mercy and forgiveness, is thinking negatively of Allah.
There was a man among the Children of Israel who killed
1 Narrated by Ahmad, 2/344; al-Bukhaari, 1145; Muslim, 758, from

the Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah <
2 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 6309; Saheeh Muslim, 2747
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ninety-nine souls, then he completed one hundred with
the murder of a pious man, but when he came repenting,
Allah accepted his repentance and encompassed him with
His mercy, as the story is narrated in as-Saheehayn from the
Hadeeth of Abu Sa'eed 4&1

However, this does not mean that people should think only
of the texts that speak of glad tidings, or let hope of mercy
outweigh fear of Allah, or rely on the vastness of Allah's
forgiveness, arguing that He forgives sins, whilst getting
carried away in disobedience, forgetting about His punishment
and hoping to live a long life. This is a kind of feeling secure
against the plan of Allah2 Allah's refuge is sought!

What we must do is hasten to repent and stop
procrastinating, for delaying repentance - in and of itself
- is a sin from which one should repent. How could it be
otherwise when the believer fears lest something prevents
him from repenting without him realising it, and thus he
will miss out on the opportunity to repent and regret it at
the time when regret will be to no avail? The Lord, may He
be blessed and exalted, warned us against that as He said:

ATiijXdu  jij ) Jc- n
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"Allah accepts only the repentance ofthose who do evil in
ignorance and foolishness and repent soon afterwards;

1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 3470; Salieeh Muslim, 2766

2 This is a reference to the verse: “Did they then feel secure against the
Plan of Allah? None feels secure from the PYan of Allah except tﬁe people
who are the losers” [al-A 'raaf 7:99],
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it isthey to whom Allah will forgive and Allah is Ever All-
Knower, All-Wise. And of no effect is the repentance of
those who continue to do evil deeds until death faces
one of them and he says: 'Now | repent;' nor of those
who die while they are dishelievers. For them We have
prepared a painful torment." [an-Nisa' 4:17-18],

How long will this heedlessness go on, O slaves of
Allah?

"Has not the time come for the hearts of those who
believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism)
to be affected by Allah's Reminder (this Qur'an)" [al-

Hadeed 57:16),

O you who fail to do what Allah has enjoined of prayer,
giving Zakaah and upholding ties of kinship; who commit
what Allah has forbidden of Shirk, abandoning or being
careless with regard to prayer, or harming any Muslim
with regard to his blood, honour or wealth, or consuming
intoxicants and taking drugs, or severing ties of kinship
and disobeying parents, or being bad-mannered, or
spending time in idle entertainment and foolish talk -
hasten to repent before you are buried and become nothing
more than a rotting corpse. At that time none of your deeds
will benefit you unless they were crowned with sincere
repentance and turning to Allah.

A'oothu billahi min ash-shaytaan ir-rajeem

(I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan):



uTC,heHARAM
z 0 Apid J jA 053%
*3Z fcizz 4 1)) ~==Ql: 6l 0?2 (~=v]05~14Nn

C-ANt AlsA>i_Jc-InsL N (I~ n Jy™NICHA -~NARCH

A W OCFt=d _ji>Ct 4jii. T jljl J)ii _jtc~ i Oi)
e G ~j~B4Apl ) SH
ye L~ tASL> -iS

"Say. '0 ‘lbadee (My slaves) who have transgressed
against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)!
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives
all sins.Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.And turn
in repentance and in obedience with true Faith (Islamic
Monotheism) to your Lord and submit to Him, (in Islam),
before the torment comes upon you, then you will not
be helped.And follow the best of that which is sent
down to you from your Lord (ie. this Quraan, do what
it orders you to do and keep away from what it forbids),
before the torment comes on you suddenly while you
perceive notl'Lest a person should say: 'Alas, my grief
that | was undutiful to Allah (i.e. | have not done what
Allah has ordered me to do), and | was indeed amonﬁ
those who mocked (at the truth! ie. La ilaaha ill-Alla
(none has the right to be worshipped but Allah), the
Quraan, and Muhammad, may peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him and at the faithful believers, etc.)"[az-
Zumar 39:53-56),

O Allah, enable us to repent sincerely, protect us from
heedlessness and protect us from sins, O Ever-Living, O
Eternal One.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us
and you and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness,
for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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Praise be to Allah, “The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of
repentance, the Severe in punishment, the Bestower
(of favours), La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), to Him is the Final return” [Ghaafir
40:3]. | bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship
but Allah, Who has no rival, may He be glorified, and
there is nothing like unto Him. And | bear witness that
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger, the bringer
of glad tidings and the warner, the lamp spreading light;
may Allah send blessings and peace upon him and upon
his family and Companions, and everyone who follows
him in guidance.

SH
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forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him.

Beware of minor sins, for they lead to major sins.

Beware of sins that you regard as insignificant,

for they may accumulate until they cause a

person's doom, as it says in the Saheeh report
from the leader of mankind M-1Let there be an example
for you to follow, O slaves of Allah, in your Prophet % the
chosen one. He was the one whose past and future sins
were forgiven by Allah, but he was also the one who feared
Allah the most among His creation and was the dearest of
Allah's slaves to Allah. His Companions would count him
saying one hundred times in a single sitting,

F ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and seek the

O-il diil A?

"Lordforgive me and accept my repentance, for You are
the Acceptor of repentance, the Most Merciful,”

as it says in the Hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar &swhich was narrated
by Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy upon him) and
others.2 And it was narrated in the Saheeh Hadeeth that he
it said:

AY080 G 00 O ~ #SS* > 0'0° $-19 s

"I ask my Lordfor forgiveness and | repent to Him more
than seventy times a day."

1 Narrated by at-Tayaalisi (400), and from him by Ahmad, 1/402-403,
from the Hadeeth of Ibn Mas'ood =#

2 Narrated by at-Tayaalisi, 2050; Ahmad, 2/21; Abu Dawood, 1516;
at-Tirmidhi, 3434
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Thiswas narrated in al-Bukhaari (may Allah have mercy
on him) from the Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah 4&1

Allahu Akbarl If this is how the Prophet Mfeared Allah,
then what about us? Why do we not fear Allah even though
we are heavily burdened with sin? Let us fear Allah, O
slaves of Allah, and turn over a new leaf in our lives. Let
us make a pledge, here in Allah's sanctuary (the Haram),
that we will repent to Allah, may He be glorified, from all
our sins.

O Ummah of Islam, during these days the Ummah is
looking forward to a blessed month and great occasion, the
blessed month of Ramadhaan. What we have said about
repentance - from sins that have to do with the rights of
Allah and sins that have to do with the rights of the slaves
of Allah - is the correct way to welcome this blessed month.
This is especially true at a time when many Muslims - may
Allah guide them - are unaware of the proper Shar'i way
to welcome this blessed month, and they have turned it
into a different way of welcome that is superficial and

1  Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 6307
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materialistic. In other words, this is what we see of the
situation of many people nowadays, crowding into the
marketplaces in preparation for Ramadhaan - or so they
claim. This is not the way to bring the camels to the water-
hole, O Muslims! Whoever wants to be guided in how to
fast and pray Qiyaam properly must take the appropriate
measures, by repenting, asking for forgiveness and turning
to Allah $g, so that he may attain forgiveness, mercy and
ransom from the Fire during the days and nights of this
blessed month, which we regard as a noble visitor. Look
- may Allah have mercy on you -what you have prepared
for it of good deeds and repentance?

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the leader of the first and the last,
as the Lord of the Worlds has enjoined you when He said:

(ILs, $3 y \& ojU. it~
AIti3(

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him% and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab
33:56].
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Effect of Sin on Societies and Peoples

Praise be to Allah, we praise Him and seek His help,
guidance andforgiveness, and we repent to Him. We seek
refuge with Allah from the evils of our own selves and
our evil deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides, none can lead
astray, and whomsoever He sends astray, none can guide.
I bear witness that there is no god worthy ofworship except
Allah alone, with no partner or associate. He decreed that
those who obey and believe should attain good and honour,
and that those who do evil and disobey should be brought
low and humiliated. And | bear witness that our Prophet
Muhammad is His Slave and His Messenger, His chosen
one and closefriend, the one whom He entrusted with His
Revelation. He brought glad tidings and warnings; he
conveyed the message and strove his utmost in Jihad for
the sake of Allah. He did not leave anything good but he
told his Ummah about it, and he did not leave anything
bad but he warned them against it. May Allah sent
blessings and peace upon him and upon his Family and
Companions whofollowed his guidance and adhered to his
way, and those whofollow them in truth until the Day of

Judgement.
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Muslims, fear Allah your Lord and obey Him,;
remember that He is always watching and do
not disobey Him.

O slaves of Allah, Allah has blessed this Ummah and
made it an Ummah of guidance and leadership. Allah chose
it to convey the noblest of His messages. He sent to it the
best of His Messengers, and sent down to it the greatest
of His Books. He promised to support it if it supports
His religion, and He promised it dignity and honour if it
adheres to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet

This Ummah had the honour of leading the world for
many centuries, then its position of leadership was taken
from it, and it lost its power and authority; its enemies
called one another to attack it and calamities, disasters
and turmoil came one after another. This is a bad state of
affairs, and the deterioration of the Ummah has become
a concern for those who care among the Muslims, those
who are looking forward to a bright future and a better
tomorrow for the Ummah, In Sha® Allah.

The question is: what happened to us, O Muslims?
What befell our Ummah so that it sank to this level of
humiliation? What are the factors that caused it to reach
rock bottom after it had been at the highest peak? What
caused this steep decline to the depths of calamity?

The answer, on which no two people disagree, is that
the cause of this decline is falling into sin and disobeying
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Allah. One thing that no one can deny is that Allah M has
natural laws in this universe that do not change, laws
that have to do with the universe and creation and never
alter, laws that govern the lives of individuals, nations and
peoples, and never change. The Ummah that adheres to the
laws of Allah and follows the example of the Messenger
of Allah M will reach its goals and attain its aspirations.
Allah if, by His grace and favour, guides it, supports it and
looks after it. However, there is no bond of kinship or the
like between Allah and any of His creation. If the Ummah
forsakes the command of its Lord and goes against the
Sunnah of its Messenger M, Allah will lead it to the way of
misery and hardship until it comes back to its religion. How
insignificant creation is before Allah, if they neglect His
commands, openly commit sin and fall short in following
the rulings of His religion! Was any nation, past or present,
ever punished except because of its sins?

"Allah does not change a people's lot unless they change
what isin their hearts"[ar-Ra ‘d 13:11]

"And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of
what your hands have eamed. And He pardons much"
[ash-Shoora 42:30],

According to a Hadeeth the soundness of which is
agreed upon, it was narrated from Abu Hurayrah 4i=that
the Prophet Msaid:

} o = f M ASO0A S A st A yi

"Allah has a sense ofprotectivejealousy, and the protective
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jealousy of Allaah is provoked when the believer does
something that isforbidden to him.”1

| saw that sins deaden the heart and persisting in sin leads
to humiliation.

Butforsaking sin gives life to the heart and the best thing
for the nafs is to disobey it.2

O Ummah of Islam, sins have a far-reaching effect,
both physically and spiritually, and they lead to bad
consequences in the lives of nations and people.

The great scholar Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (may
Allah have mercy on him) summed this up when he said:
"One of the matters that should be known is that sins
cause harm; there is no doubt that their harmful effect on
spiritual wellbeing is like the effect of poison on physical
wellbeing. Is there any problem or disease in this world or
the Hereafter except because of sins?"

What was it that brought our parents out of Paradise?
What was it that caused lIblees to be ejected from the
kingdom of heaven, and caused him to be expelled and
cursed, and deformed him both physically and spiritually,
and replaced his closeness to Allah with being cast far away,
1 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, 5223; Saheeh Muslim, 2761

2 Lines of poetry by 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak. See: al-jawaah al-Kaafi
by Ibn al-Qayyim, p. 84; Sharh al-'Ageedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, p. 235
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and replaced mercy with curses, beauty with ugliness, and
the garden of Paradise with the raging fire of Hell?

What is it that caused all the people of earth to be
drowned, until the water covered the mountain tops?
What is it that caused the barren wind (51:41) to be sent
against the people of 'Aad until it threw them dead on the
face of the earth, as if they were hollow trunks of date-
palms (69:7), and destroyed everything they had - houses,
farmland, crops and livestock - until they became a lesson
for all nations until the Day of Resurrection?

What was it that sent the mighty blast upon Thamood,
which cut their hearts inside their bodies and they all died,
to the last man. What is it that lifted up the cities of Loot
(as) then turned them upside down until they were all
destroyed, then that was followed by stones of baked clay
raining down on them, and they are not ever far from the
Zalimoon (wrongdoers) (cf. 11:83)? What is it that caused
the clouds of punishment to be sent upon the people of
Shu'ayb (as) like canopies, and when they appeared above
their heads, blazing fire rained down upon them.

What was it that caused Pharaoh and his people to be
drowned in the sea, then their souls were transferred to Hell,
so their bodies were drowned and their souls were burned?



What was it that caused Qaroon to be swallowed up by the
earth along with his house and his wealth and his family?
What was it that destroyed the generations who came after
Noah (as) with various kinds of punishments and ruin?

What was it that caused people to be sent against the
Children of Israel,

“..We sent against you slaves of Ours given to terrible
warfare. They entered the very innermost parts of your
homes. And it was a promise (completely) fulfilled” [al-
Isra’ 17:5]

and they killed the men, enslaved the women and
children, burned the houses and plundered the wealth?
Then what caused them to be sent against them a second
time and they destroyed whatever they were able to.

“...and to destroy with utter destruction all that fell in their
hands” [al-Isra’ 17:7]?

What was it that caused various kinds of torment and
punishment to overwhelm them, sometimes by killing,
enslaving and destruction of their land, and sometimes by
the persecution of kings, and sometimes by transformation
into monkeys and pigs? Allah, may He be blessed and
exalted, promised them further punishment when He said:

“And (remember) when your Lord declared that He would
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certainly keep on sending against them (i.e. the Jews), till
the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them with

a humiliating torment” [al-Araaf 7:167],

And he (Ibn al-Qayyim) went on to list punishments
for sin and disobedience and their spiritual and physical
impact in this world and in the Hereafter, quoting texts of
the Qur'aan and Sunnah, referring to historical events and
the history of the stubborn, arrogant disbelievers.

One of the punishments of sin is being deprived of
knowledge and provision, alienation, hardship, confusion,
being in a bad state both spiritually and physically, being
deprived of doing acts of worship, the loss of Barakah
(blessing), and becoming insignificant before Allah.

"And whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honour
him. Verily! Allah does what He wills" [al-Hajj 22:18],

Other punishments include being unable to think
properly, low resolve, sealing of the heart, apathy, loss
of shame, loss of blessings, going through troubles, fear,
panic, anxiety, loss of intuition, withholding of rain, and
bringing about different kinds of punishments, calamities,
vengeance and misery in this world, in the grave and on
the Day of Resurrection.

To sum up, everything that goes wrong in water and
in the air, that affects grains, crops, buildings, people,
countries, land and air and sea, in this world and in the
Hereafter, the cause of all of that is sin and disobedience.
The Book of Allah confirms this law of cause and effect,
especially when it tells the stories of the disbelievers among
previous nations, to serve as a lesson and a reminder.

gsn
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"Verily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a
heart or gives ear while he is heedful" [Qaaf 50:37]
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"So We punished each (of them) for his sins, of them
were some on whom We sent Hasiban (a violent wind
with shower of stones) (as the people of Lout (Lot)),
and of them were some who were overtaken by As-
Saihah (torment awful cry, etc. (asThamood or Shu'aib's
people)), and of them were some whom We caused the
earth to swallow (as Qaroon (Korah)), and ofthem were
some whom We drowned (asthe people of Nooh (Noah),
or Firaun (Pharaoh) and his people). It was not Allah
Who wronged them, but they wronged themselves." [al-
Ankaboot 29:40].

If you are enjoying some blessing, take care of it, for sins
take away blessings.

Persist in thanking Allah for it, for thanking Allah takes
away hardships.

Ibn 'Abbaas <€said: Good deeds bring brightness to the
face, light to the heart, abundance in provision, physical
strength and love in people's hearts. Bad deeds bring
gloom to the face, darkness in the grave and in the heart,
physical weakness, shortage of provision and resentment
in people's hearts.1 Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have
mercy on him) said, speaking of those who commit sin:

"No matter how much pride and honour they think they
1 See: al-Jawaab al-Kaafi, p. 78
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have and no matter how much they prance like fancy
horses, the humiliation of sin does not depart from their
hearts; Allah insists that those who disobey Him should be
humiliated."1

O brothers in faith, hasn't the time come for the Muslim
Ummah to realise that what has befallen it in these times - of
weakness, disputes, division, the prevailing of its enemies
over it - has only come about because of its people’s falling
into sin and disobeying Allah? Isn't it more befitting for the
Ummah - when it is going through all kinds of suffering in
both spiritual and worldly terms, tangibly and intangibly,
that is caused by indulging in Haraam things - to reconcile
with its true religion? Isn't it time to realise that the chaotic
situation the world is going through in all aspects of life, and
what many regions are suffering from - such as crushing
wars that wreak utter destruction, fatal diseases, horrific
famines, destructive floods, earthquakes, volcanoes and
other terrifying events - all this is only because of people’'s
sins and turning away from their Lord.

"And whosoever turns away from the Reminder of his
Lord (i.e. this Qur'aan, and practice not its laws and
orders), He will cause him to enter in a severe torment
(ie. Hell)" [al-Jinn 72:17]

"Dothen those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah

1 See: al-}(iwaab al-Kaafi, p. 84, 229
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will not sink them into the earth, or that the torment will
not seize them from directions they perceive not?Or that
He may catch them in the midst of their going to and
fro (in their jobs), so that there be no escape for them
(from Allah's Punishment)? Or that He may catch them
with gradual wasting (of their wealth and health). Truly!
Your Lord is indeed full of Kindness, Most Merciful?" [al-
Nahl 16:45-47].

Don't you see, O Muslims, the pain and suffering
befalling nations and peoples around you? Was it caused
by anything but sin and disobedience towards Allah?
Sins destroy and devastate everything. Many societies
are drowning in a life of Jaahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era of
Ignorance) that affects their beliefs and ideas, and the
attitude of their boys and girls. Association of others
with Allah has become widespread, as has going against
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah M by committing
acts of innovation (Bid'ah). The sacred limits of Allah are
transgressed, major sins that incur the wrath of Allah are
committed; immorality and corruption are widespread in
homes, streets and marketplaces. All of that is happening
with no objections or attempts to change it.

The fact that these satellite channels spew forth all kinds
of indecency and permissiveness is not hidden to anyone
who cares. And Allah is the One Whose help we seek!
Indeed, nowadays some sins have become something to
boast about among some people. There is no power and no
strength except with Allah. Indeed the Muslims today are
living in an era in which Islam is a stranger amidst callers
to Hell - Allah's refuge is sought! How great is Allah's
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patience towards His slaves. Are these warnings not
sufficient for you, O slaves of Allah? Have you not learned

lessons from the past and present?

“Verily, your Lord is Ever Watchful (over them” [al-Fajr
89:14],

This serious matter should be studied by the Muslims
today at the level of leaders, scholars, thinkers, Daa'iyahs
and reformers, so as to put a stop to this overwhelming
onslaught that is exposing the entire Ummah to the wrath
of Allah in this world before the Hereafter.

Those who care are pinning great hopes on this new
Islamic revival, this resurgence of sound faith, and this
praiseworthy awakening that is spreading throughout the
Muslim world - praise be to Allah - to bring the Muslims
and their youth back to the source of glory and happiness
in this world and the Hereafter.

4

“And for Allah that is not hard or difficult” [Ioraaheem 14:20;
Faatir 35:17].

May Allah bless me and you with the Holy Qur'aan,
and with the guidance of the best of the Messengers. | say
these words of mine and | ask Allah to forgive us and you
and all the Muslims, so ask Him for forgiveness and He
will forgive you, for He is the best of those who forgive.
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Praise be to Allah, “The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of
repentance, the Severe in punishment, the Bestower (of
favours), La ilaaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He), to Him is the final return.” [Ghaafir
40:3], | bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and
I bear witness that Muhammad is His Slave and His
Messenger. May Allah send blessings and peace upon
him and upon hisfamily and companions, and those who
follow them in truth until the Day ofJudgement.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that sins
never reach a land but they cause its ruin; they
never reach a heart but they make it blind (to
the truth) or a body but they cause pain to it.
They never reach a nation but they humiliate it;
ever reach a soul but they corrupt it; and
ever reach a society but they destroy it.

ers in Islam, the responsibility of warding off
their bad consequences from individuals and
rests on the shoulders of every Muslim. The
Prophet Msaid:

"Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is responsible
for hisflock."

So each one should strive to correct himself, take care
of his family, and raise his children to love good and shim
evil. Each one should strive as much as he can to purify his
society and environment of the dross of sin, for Allah will
ask each shepherd about the flock He put him in charge
of: did he fulfil his duty towards it or neglect it?" Grant us
Your mercy, O Lord, grant us Your mercy!

Know - may Allah have mercy on you - that

"No calamity befalls anyone except because of sin and it
cannot be removed except by repentance.”

Let your tongues utter prayers for forgiveness and
constant, sincere repentance which fulfils the necessary



conditions, with all impediments removed, so that Allah
might forgive and accept repentance and grant pardon, for
He has promised that to His slaves, as He said:

"Say: 0 'Ibaadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair
not ofthe Mercy of Allaah, verily, Allaah forgives all sins.
Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful" [az-Zumar

39:53],

Finally, send blessings and peace - may Allah have
mercy on you - upon the best of shepherds, as your Lord
$g has enjoined you in the verse:

"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him% and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). O you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)" [al-Ahzaah
33:56],
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Praise be to Allah; we praise Him and seek His help;
we ask Himforforgiveness and we repent to Him. O
Allah, to You be all praise, to You be all thanks; all
affairs return to You, both visible and invisible. To
You be praise until You are pleased; to You be praise
when You are pleased; to You be praise after You are
pleased; to You be praise in all circumstances. We
seek refuge with Allah from following the path of
the misguided. | bear witness that there is no god
worthy ofworship but Allah alone, with no partner
or associate, the Most Great, the Exalted. | bear
witness that our Prophet and leader Muhammad
is the slave of Allah and His noble Messenger.
May Allah send abundant blessings and peace
upon him and his Family and Companions, the
best companions and the bestfamily, and upon the
Taabi*een and those whofollow them in truth until
the Day ofJudgement.

*»
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slaves of Allah, | urge you and myself to fear

O Allah, for this is His command to the first and
last; by means of it hearts are purified and
softened, and acts of worship are accepted.
It is the true provision in this world and in
the depths of the grave, and it is a means of
salvation on the Day when all the secrets
(deeds, prayers, fasting, etc.) will be examined
(as to their truth) (cf. 86:9).

O Muslims, when darkness befalls and overwhelms the
Ummah, then it needs someone to illuminate the way for it.
When the ship of society is tossed about by waves coming
in different directions and floods of challenges, then there
is an urgent need for a skilled captain and righteous leader
of reform who will steer this ship to the shore of safety.

O brothers in Islam, the conflict between the forces of good
and evil is something natural and is ongoing, as confirmed
by the testimony of both history and reality. But the ultimate
outcome - in confirmation of the promise of Allah Whose
promise never alters and Whose ways never change - is
that He will cause the truth to triumph and bring falsehood
to nothing, even though the Mujrimoon (disbelievers,
polytheists, sinners, criminals, etc.) hate it (cf. 8:8).

"Then, as for the foam it passes away as scum upon
the banks, while that which is for the good of mankind

remains in the earth" [ar-Ra'd 13:17],
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By Allah's grace, kindness and mercy to His slaves, He
has decreed that there should be for this Ummah in every
time and place those who will light the way for it and
will - by Allah's leave - face up to calamities, resist the
overwhelming waves, fight the strong currents and renew
for this Ummah its commitment to its religion.

"but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be
perfected even though the Kafiroon (dishelievers) hate
(it)" [at-Tawbah 9:32).

When the waves of the first Jaahiliyyah and the flood of
Shirk and idolatry became overwhelming, Allah blessed
this Ummah by sending the Chosen Prophet, the Beloved,
the Messenger, Muhammad M

O Ummah of Islam, after the Prophet M passed away,
the banner of this call was taken up by his great and
noble Companions. Centuries went by and the state of
the Muslim Ummah waxed and waned but there were
still, in all times and eras - praise be to Allah - those who
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continued to call people to Allah on the basis of sound
evidence and defending His religion. Today the ship of
the Ummah is moored at the shore of the modern world,
and the flood of infatuation with Western civilisation
and the materialistic life has become overwhelming.
Many of our own people, who speak our own language,
have become dazzled with the way these people appear
to be; many thinkers, educators, writers
and media figures have been affected
by intellectual, behavioural and
cultural defeatism, and have in
turn affected the masses. They
have deceived the ordinary
people with their eloguence,
their superficial, so-called
advancement, and their false

civility.
After a few years of conflict
between Islamic civilisation and
materialistic civilisation, people
became certain that materialistic
civilisation has become bankrupt. The false
slogans became known for what they were and the hollow
ideas and theories were proven to be flawed. The people of
the world - especially the fair-minded ones among them
- became aware of the need for a true religion that would
discipline souls and purify hearts, and that would provide
guidelines for morality and behaviour. There developed
- praise be to Allah - global Islamic trends which will,
by Allah's leave, restore the Ummah's lost glory and
pride, and help it to attain what it is striving for. Islamic
centres and academic institutes have become numerous
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and widespread, and they are regarded as fortresses of
goodness and guidance, strongholds of light and reform,
bridges of communication between Islamic civilisation
and others. The houses of Allah have become widespread
throughout the earth of Allah, set up by righteous people
in the lands of materialistic civilisation.

Despite this good news, there are people who want to
keep the minds of this Ummah in the dark, so that those
who falsely claim to promote civilisation will be able to
sneak in under cover of night. This will enable those who
are infatuated with this rottenness will be able to raise their
voices in defence of it and in promotion of their false claims,
with eloquent words and an attractive approach, which
appears outwardly to be kind but inwardly causes nothing
but pain and suffering. Their means of achieving this is the
use of the latest fashions and weird trends that reflect a
shallow morality and naive way of thinking. Itis essential to
lift the cover from their aims and show them as they really
are, to shed light in the darkness so that people will know
what is really going on and will see the facts clearly.

@b oy ]

"but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be
perfected even though the Kafiroon (disbelievers) hate

(it)" [at-Tawbah 9:32],

O Muslims, no sooner had the firstand best generations of
this Ummah passed away and its golden age had come to an
end, that the Ummah began to decline and implementation
of Islam began to recede. Deviations increased, and division
and differences took hold. The Ummah's strength was
replaced with weakness, and its pride with humiliation

EESI
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and begging from others. The enemies of the Ummah raided
many of its lands, usurped its resources, tampered with its
life and exploited its wealth. They "called one another to
attack it like people around a platter calling one another
to come and eat." Crusader campaigns and Tatar attacks
came one after another. Islamic civilisation in Andalusia
collapsed after eight centuries. The enemies shared out
the legacy of the ailing nation and tampered with what
the Ummah holds sacred. Muslim states fell into the hands
of colonialists, and campaigns of Westernisation and
attacks against the sources of good in the Ummah began.
In many Muslim lands, the Islamic identity was distorted
and slogans of nationalism and sectarianism grew loud,
which was followed by the setting of geographical borders
and division into regions. Moreover, many of those who
claimed to be Muslim sought to become friends of the
enemies of Islam.

Islam was fought with strange terminology, the most
famous of which at present is that which is known as
"globalisation.” Globalisation is no more than a dark
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jungle filled with vicious beasts, and this slogan is aimed
at turning the world into a single village, but now it is
stirring up foul storms and spitting out lethal poisons
in the form of destructive practices and calamities. It is
leading to Western domination over the Muslim Ummah,
and it is very clear that the dominant nation is trying to
impose its beliefs, culture and interests on the subjugated
nations. It does not want just to transfer information and
technology; rather it wants to sew the seeds of bitter fruit
to be harvested by the Ummah, a bitter fruit that chokes the
throat.

What is truly strange is the fact that the leaders of
globalisation contradict themselves by setting up policies
that are more exclusionary and more discriminatory, and
that reject the true concept of globalisation, whenever they
feel that their way of life is under threat. However, it is the
Muslims who are the people of true globalisation, which
would fill the world with mercy, justice and peace.

"And We have sent you (O Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) not but as a mercy for
the ‘Aalameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists)" [al-

Anbiya'21:107],

Moreover, the Muslims have the right to wonder why
those who promote globalisation regard Islam as a bitter
enemy and try to distortits image and conceal its principles,
wrongfully and arrogantly, and they seek to drag Muslim
countries into an intrusive form of globalisation. Perhaps
the worst, most dangerous and most harmful in impact
is cultural and media globalisation that wages war on



CtheHARAM

Muslim beliefs, values and enlightened thought, and
propagates toxic ideas and poses a threat of further misery
to humanity. | wonder whether the Muslims will realise
and pay heed to what is being plotted and planned against
them?

This new terminology of globalisation poses a great
challenge that requires all those who care about their
Ummah to keep an eye on it and confront it from a Shar’i
standpoint. It is an issue that needs to be examined
thoroughly, to explore the possibility of benefiting from its
positive aspects that do not conflict with the interests of
our Muslim Ummah and its Islamic beliefs and principles.

In the midst of all these calls and new terminologies, one
given fact remains, like a bright light at the end of a tunnel
of challenges filled with plots and conspiracies. This fact
is that theses new terminologies will never defeat the faith
that is deeply rooted in the souls of the Muslims, praise be
to Allah. Itis not possible for the Muslims to confront these
challenges except by uniting and coordinating their efforts
so that they become suited to dealing with aworld in which
waves of changes come one after another, threatening the
foundations of its stability.

Let the proponents of globalisation in the Muslim world
realise that our Muslim Ummah, as history proves, will
never compromise on any of its principles and it will never
make any deal to give up any of its unique characteristics,
no matter what they do to undermine its infrastructure -
both cultural and moral - in many societies. We will never,
In Sha' Allah, accept different patterns of customs and
fashion that are alien to our values and principles.

Some of those who felt inferior to Western civilisation
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and succumbed to cultural invasion imagined that the
reason for what befell our Ummah of weakness and
backwardness was the inevitable consequence of its
adhering to its religion. Subhaan Allah\ And Allah is the
One Whose help we seek.

O slaves of Allah, how come groups of the Ummah
were deceived and relegated to such a low level of bitter
existence? Palestine, the land of Jihad, was occupied and
what we hold sacred was violated; blessed land was
tampered with and the law of Allah (Sharee‘ah) was cast
aside in many countries. In fact, barriers were set up against
it by means of generations whose identity was taken away
and who were brought up with the ideas of their enemies.
Many educational curricula were poisoned, as was the
media, in many Muslim lands. This led to the emerging
of generations who turned away from their religion and
shunned its values. Thus, they began to mimic strange
calls and embrace deviant ideas, and they, may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him religion as something
backward. It is to Allah we complain; there is no power
and no strength except with Allah.

Has not the time come, O Ummah of Islam, for the
Ummah to understand its mission and recognise the
great flaws in the civilisation of its enemies? O people of
Islam, whom Allah honoured with this religion and this
trust when the heavens and the earth and the mountains
were unable to carry it, you have a great responsibility
towards the religion of Allah: to learn it and teach, to call
and reform. Islam is going to prevail again, praise be to
Allah, and it is essential that the Ummah become certain,
with the utmost certainty, that nothing can save the world
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today - from its overwhelming crises and deteriorating
situation - except true Islam, based on pure belief in
Tawheed, correctly following the sound way, the Qur'aan
and Sunnah, according to the understanding of the early
generations of this Ummah.

Any concerned Muslim would feel deep sorrow for the
Ummah neglecting and wasting many opportunities to call
people to its religion and to make the best use of modem
means, such as satellite channels, the Internet and other
means of conveying information. Where are those who
will strive hard for Islam? Here is the world, opening its
heart to Islam; where are the sincere workers with a solid
foundation and a sound approach? How much of their
time and efforts are Muslims spending to promote their
religion?

O Ummah of Islam, we have the glad tidings that
contemporary civilisation is declaring its bankruptcy and
breathing its last. That is because it neglected the greatest
means of survival when it cast aside human values and
refused to let religion have any authority in life. It is from
this weak point that all its troubles, problems and causes of
failure stemmed. Even though it achieved material progress,
it neglected the aspects of humanity and the Hereafter.

"... but most of men know not.They know only the
outside appearance of the life of the world (ie. the
matters oftheir livelihood), and they are heedless of the
Hereafter" [ar-Room 30:6-7],

It neglected man; it ignored his soul, his conscience,
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his reason and his heart. It was not in harmony with the
sound human nature with which Allah created man; rather
it offered him animalistic whims and desires on the basis
of so-called personal freedom, and made of him a mere
machine and millstone, devoid of spirituality and high
values. Hence, loud warnings came from here and there,
speaking of the bad fate that awaits mankind in the shade
of this materialistic civilisation that is devoid of spiritual
values and faith. Soon it will start its descent towards rock
bottom.

Fair-minded people shout warnings of danger, stating
that there is no civilisation except on the basis of Islamic
teachings.

Allah caused this Ummah to prevail by means of Islam:
the forces of idolatry were defeated and the fortresses of
ignorance were demolished; Caesar and Chosroes were
brought low and the Tatars and Crusaders were defeated
with the slogan "Allahu Akbar". The Prophet M prevailed
and 'Umar, Sa'd, Khaalid, Taarig and Salaah ad-Deen
gained the upper hand by raising the banner of

Laa illaaha ill-Allah Muhammad Rasool Allah.
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The Ummah became strong and was feared thanks to
Islam and nothing else. And the contemporary Ummah will
prevail through Islam- by Allah's leave- because it is the
religion of the natural state of man.

"the nature (framed) of Allah, in which He hath created
man. There is no altering (the laws of) Allah's creation"
[ar-Room 30:30],

Yet despite all that, it is still essential that the Muslims
strive for their religion, correct themselves, deal with their
internal problems and block every gap through which
the enemy could penetrate. They must unite on the two
great sources, the Qur'aan and Sunnah, and cast aside all
other trends, ideologies, parties and patterns of thought
that are contrary to Islamic teachings. They must instil - in
themselves and in the new generation - beneficial Islamic
knowledge and a sound way of raising future generations.

O brothers in faith, the Muslim should be very optimistic
and have faith that the future belongs to the religion of
Allah, as He says:

"To help believers is ever incumbent upon Us" [ar-Room
30:47],

The Prophet St gave us the glad tidings:
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"This religion will certainly reach everywhere night and
day reach. Allah will not leave any house of mud or hair
(i.e., town dwelling or desert tent) but He will cause this
religion to enter it, honouring those who embrace it and
causing humiliation to those who refuse, an honour that
Allah has granted to Islam and humiliation that He has
decreedfor disbelief."1

This is not a matter of mere dreams or illusions - not at
all! Rather itis atrue promise and true prophecy. However,
what the Muslim Ummah has to do is to show more interest
in it and put more effort into serving the call of Islam.
We turn to the Muslim leaders and remind them of the
great duty of supporting the religion of Allah, ruling in
accordance with the law of Allah and supporting the close
friends of Allah.

All Muslims must strive for the sake of their religion,
because the people are thirsty for spiritual nourishment
after having grown tired of going to extremes in
materialistic pursuits, especially in the Western world. The
scholars and those who call to Allah, those who seek to
spread goodness and have academic qualifications and
the proper approach must contribute to raising the level
of Da'wah and preaching, because that will have a great
impact on an international level in correcting concepts and
strengthening bonds. It will encourage the Muslims in all
places, make them realise their unique status and make
them aware of the role of Muslim countries, so that they
will feel that the Muslim countries care about them, are
looking after their affairs and share their pains and hopes.
Thus, the way will be blocked to everyone who wants to
fish in dirty water among the proponents of deviant trends,
misguided ways and suspicious ideas.

1 Narrated by Ahmad, 4/103; al-Haakim, 4/430; al-Bayhaqi, 9/181,
from the Hadeeth of Tameem ad-Daari

351
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Moreover, we renew the call, with great urgency in
the present time, to work to create Islamic media that
will focus on calling people to Allah and highlighting the
beauties of Islam in various languages, because the media
today - throughout the world - is playing a major role
in influencing all groups in society. This requires those
who care about Muslim affairs - especially those who are
wealthy, businessmen and those with financial ability -
to do their part in filling this gap and fulfilling their duty
towards their religion and their societies.

Our Ummah, praise be to Allah, is an Ummah that is
filled with qualified people, rich in human resources and
abounding in capable people in all specialties who are
gualified to achieve great work. Is it beyond the Ummah,
with all these resources and manpower, to produce people
who will take this role upon themselves and establish
Islamic media that is able to keep up to date with modern
developments and convey the message of true Islam? This
should be our priority after we have seen the satellite
channels do their worst to suppress decency and raise the
banner of immorality, nonsense and decadence that are
an affront to morals and values. What makes us feel even
sadder is the fact that most of these channels are owned
by our own people who speak our own language. Where
is the love of religion? Where is their Arab chivalry and
their pride in Islam? We seek refuge with Allah from
misguidance after guidance.

~ AU jILA Us ~

"As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We
will surely guide them to Our Paths (i.e. Allahs Religion



Our Muslim Ummah and the Challenges of Globalization

- Islamic Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the
Muhsinoon (good doers)" [al-‘Ankaboot 29:69],

May Allah support those who strive hard for His sake,
and bless the efforts of those who are concerned, those who
seek to support their religion and serve their Ummah and
their nation. May He make their deeds sincerely for His
sake alone, for He is the best to be asked and the best in
Whom to put our hopes.

| say these words of mine and | ask Allah, the Almighty,
the Majestic, to forgive me and you and all the Muslims, so
ask Him for forgiveness and repent to Him.

How blessed are those who turn to Allah in repentance

and what glad tidings there are for those who seek
forgiveness!
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Praise be toAllah Who has made us among the best Ummah
broughtforthfor mankind, and has blessed us withfaith. |
praise Him, may He be exalted, and | give thanks to Him
for having guided us to Islam and made us among the
Ummah of the leader of humankind. | bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah, the Bestower
ofblessings and grace, and | bear witness that our Prophet
Muhammad ft is the Slave of Allah and His Messenger,
the best of humankind and the Seal of the Prophets, the
best one who strove for the sake of religion. May Allah
send blessings and peace upon him and upon his noble,
righteous Family and his Companions, and the Taabi'een
(generation following the Companions) and those who
follow them in truth until the Day ofJudgement.
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ear Allah, O slaves of Allah, and know that the
best of speech is the Book of Allah, the best
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad M
and the worst matters are those that are newly
invented. Every newly invented matter is an
innovation and every innovation is a going
astray.

O brothers in Islam, the religion of Islam to which Allah
has guided us - and we would not be guided had not Allah
guided us - is the greatest blessing that we could ask Allah
to inspire us to thank Him for in word and deed, outwardly
and inwardly. It is the religion of goodness, justice, peace,
mercy, love and harmony. Today humanity is seeking the
shade of this true religion, which should prompt us to
strive hard in the field of Islamic activities, so as to raise
the level of Da'wah and coordinate efforts among workers.
We must beware of disputes and divisions from which no
one will benefit except the enemy who lies in wait.

O brothers in Islam, there are great opportunities and it
saddens everyone who is concerned for his Ummah to see
that the Muslims are failing to make the most of them. The
land is fertile and opportunities are available; today, all
that is needed is for the Ummabh is to work on the basis of a
sound plan and carefully drawn up strategy that will train
Daa'iyahs who will understand the reality of the world
they are living in. They can work to prove to the world the
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sincerity of our intentions, the soundness of our aims and
the sublimity of our goals, after Islam has been distorted
by secularist elements who are deviant in their ideas and
attitudes, as well as by ignorant extremist elements who
do not believe in anything but shedding blood and tearing
limbs apart. However, Islam is the middle way between
those who go to extremes in religion and those who turn
away from it.

By way of counting the blessings of Allah, we should
mention those efforts that deserve to be commended and
should notbe overlooked or ignored by fair-minded people;
efforts that have been made by unknown people of good
motives who seek to call to Allah and set things straight,
who have given precedence to that which is with Allah. In
addition, we should not forget the effective role that should
be highlighted and not hidden, the role played by the land
of the Two Holy Sanctuaries - may Allah safeguard it - in
the field of Da'wah and Islamic activities in many countries
in the world. This is nothing strange, because it is part of
the country's fundamental aims and goals to build Islamic
centres, and set up charitable organisations and cultural
institutions. May Allah make all these efforts sincerely for
His sake alone, multiply the reward thereof and increase it
in goodness, guidance and blessings.

Finally, you should know - may Allah have mercy
on you - that one of the best of your deeds, that is most
appreciated by your Sovereign and which will raise you
most in status, is sending a great deal of blessings and
peace upon the guide, the bringer of glad tidings, the lamp
shedding light, as the All-Knowing Lord has enjoined
when He M said:
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"Allah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honours, Blessings,
Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and also His angels too
(ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 you who believe!
Send your Salaaton (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and
(you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of
greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salaamu Alaikum)"[al-Ahzaab

33:56],
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