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Difference between major and minor shirk

Shaykh 'Abdul-'Azeez Aal ash-Shaykh (May Allaah preserve him)
[Source: www.mufti.af.org.sa. Translated by Salafi-Dawah.com.]

Article taken and slightly adapted from: Salafi-Dawah.com
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: “May Allaah be good to you. He says: What is the opinion of Your Eminence in the
issue of the difference between the major and the minor shirk as far as the forgiveness is
concerned?”

Shaykh 'Abdul-'Azeez Aal ash-Shaykh (May Allaah preserve him): “The scholars have two
opinions. One opinion is saying that the statement of Allaah the Majestic and Most High:

[Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship]*

...means that Allaah does not forgive any kind of shirk. But as for the major one then he is
made to stay forever in the Hellfire and the minor its companion is punished according to its
proportion and then exits from it. And from them (the scholars) are those who made the
minor shirk from the type of major sins. And in any case the description of shirk is ugly and
repugnant. We ask Allaah for wellbeing.”
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