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The Status of Reconciliation Between People in Islam
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful,

All due praise belongs to Allah, and may salutations and peace be upon the Messenger of
Allah, upon his family, companions and those who follow his guidance. To proceed...

Verily, reconciliation is from the greatest goals that Islam has come to achieve. And Allah
(s 45sw) in His Noble Book commands with reconciliation, and encourages with regards
to it, and urges unity, and prohibits splitting and differing.

He (i 4laws) said:
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They ask you (O Muhammad (ei—w; Al e a1 a)) about the spoils of war.
Say: “The spoils are for Allah and the Messenger.” So fear Allah and
adjust all matters of difference among you, and obey Allah and His
Messenger, if you are believers. [Strat al-Anfal 1]

And He (4lsw) said:
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If you fear a breach between them two (the man and his wife), appoint
(two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if they
both wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed Allah is
Ever All-Knower, Well-Acquainted with all things. [Strat an-Nisa’ 35]

Ibn ‘Abbas (L¢i—o & ) relied as evidence on the great status of reconciliation in Islam
through this verse when he debated the Kharijites. He (L¢ie &) =) said,

“As for your statement that ‘Ali had men judge in a matter that was for Allah; then I will read
to you from the book of Allah, where Allah has delegated His judgment to men regarding the
eighth of a quarter of a dirham. Alldh (=545 ) commanded the people to judge in this
matter. Do you not understand the saying of Allah (s 4ilas):
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Oh you who believe, do not kill the game while you are in a state of
Ihram, and whosoever of you kills it intentionally, then the penalty is an
offering equivalent to the one he killed, as judged by two just men among
you. [Strat al-Ma’idah 95]

And it is from the judgment of Allah that He delegated men to judge in this matter. If Allah
willed, He could have judged in this matter but He allowed men to judge.

I ask you by Allah, is it better that men judge in something regarding reconciliation in
disputes and in preventing bloodshed or regarding the hunting of a rabbit?” They said, “Of
course, this is better.”

He said, “And regarding a woman and her husband (Allah says):
(00 5 (25 o 5 U2 136 Ut 383 158 5

If you fear a breach between the husband and wife, appoint two
arbitrators: one from his family and the other from hers. [Strat an-Nisa’
35]

Is not men judging in reconciling disputes and in the prevention of bloodshed better than
men judging regarding the private parts of a woman?” They replied, “Yes.” [an-Nasa'1 report
it in 'al-Kubra Vol. 5, Pg. 164, No. 8522]

And He (4l~) said:
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There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders
sadaqah (charity in Allah's Cause), or ma rif (Islamic Monotheism and
all the good and righteous deeds which Allah has ordained), or
conciliation between mankind, and he who does this, seeking the good
Pleasure of Allah, We shall give him a great reward. [Surat an-Nisa’ 114]

And He (4lsw) said:
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And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is
no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between themselves; and
making peace is better. And human inner-selves are swayed by greed. But
if you do good and keep away from evil, verily, Allah is Ever Well-
Acquainted with what you do. [Surat an-Nisa’ 128]

And He (=35 4las) said:
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And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then
make peace between them both, but if one of them rebels against the
other, then fight you (all) against the one that which rebels till it
complies with the Command of Allah; then if it complies, then make
reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves
those who are equitable.{9} The believers are nothing else than brothers
(in Islamic religion). So make reconciliation between your brothers, and
fear Allah, that you may receive mercy.{10} [Strat al-Hujurat 9 - 10]

In the tafsir of this verse Ibn Kathir (& 4=~ ) said,

“Allah commands making peace between Muslims that fight each other,
L LALST LESS Gl & Bk 35

And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then
make peace between them both,

Therefore, Allah calls both opposing groups among Muslims as believers although they are
fighting each other. al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this hadith as evidence that
committing a sin does not nullify iman, no matter how major the sin is. This creed opposes
the creed of the Kharijites and those who followed them from the Mu tazilites and their likes.
And likewise it has been reported in Sahih al-Bukhari from the hadith of al-Hasan, from Aba
Bakrah (4= & =), he said that the Messenger of Allah (eiu; dle i L) gave a speech on the
pulpit while al-Hasan bin ‘Al (k¢i—e 4 =) was with him. He was repeatedly looking at al-
Hasan and then at the people, and then he said, ‘Verily this son of mine is a sayyid (chief or
master), and Allah will make peace between two great groups of Muslims through him.” What
he (ei—mj aledl 12 said, took place. Allah reconciled between the people of ash-Sham (The
Levant) and ‘Irag (Mesopotamia) through him, after tremendous wars and frightening
battles. And His (J«5) saying:
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but if one of them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against
the one that which rebels till it complies with the Command of Allah

meaning, until the rebellious group refers to the commands of Allah and His Messenger (1<)
(A s 4le & for judgement and they listen to and obey the truth. There is a hadith in the Sahih
in which Anas states that the Messenger of Allah (sl 4l & 1 .2) said, ‘Help your brother,

whether he is an oppressors or he is oppressed.’ I asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! It is right that I
help him if he is oppressed, but how should I help him if he is an oppressor?’ He (4ile 4 s
alu5) said, ‘By preventing him from oppressing others, this is how you help him in this case’.” -
End

And He (=) said:
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Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into factions (all
kinds of religious sects), you (O Muhammad g3) have no concern in

them in the least. Their affair is only with Allah, Who then will tell them
what they used to do. [Surat al-An‘am 159]

Ibn Kathir (4 «e=)) said, “It is apparent that this verse refers to all those who defy the religion
of Allah, or revert from it. Allah sent His Messenger (ei—w; Ale a1 a) with guidance and the
religion of truth so that He makes it victorious and dominant above all religions. His law is
one and does not contain any contradiction or irreconcilability. Therefore, those who dispute
in the religion,
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and break up into factions

meaning, sects, just like those who follow the various sects, desires and misguidance - then
Allah has freed His Messenger (alss 4ile 4 =) from what they are upon.” - End

And He (=) said:
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So set you (O Muhammad gi) your face towards the religion of pure
Islamic Monotheism hanifan (worship none but Allah Alone) Allah's
fitrah (i.e. Allah's Islamic Monotheism), with which He has created
mankind. No change let there be in khalg-illah (i.e. the Religion of Allah
Islamic Monotheism), that is the straight religion, but most of men know
not.{30} (Always) Turning in repentance to Him (only), and be afraid
and dutiful to Him; and perform as-Salah and be not of al-Mushrikiin
(the disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters, etc.).{31}
Of those who split up their religion (i.e. who left the true Islamic
Monotheism), and became sects, [i.e. they invented new things in the
religion (bid ‘ah), and followed their vain desires], each sect rejoicing in
that which is with it.{32} [Strat ar-Rim 30 - 32]

Ibn Kathir (4 ««—) said, “The followers of the religions before us had differences of opinions
and split into false sects, each group claiming to be following the truth. This ummah too has
split into sects, all of which are misguided apart from one, which is Ahl as-Sunnah wal-
Jama ‘ah, those who adhere to the Book of Allah and the sunnah of the Messenger of Allah
(Al 4l < & 1 2) and what was followed by the first generations, the companions, their

followers, and the imams of the Muslims of earlier and later times.” - End

And when corruption between interrelations is from the causes of splitting, differing and
failure, and consequently overpowering of the enemy, and their victory over the Muslims,
Allah (J\=5) warned against disputing, He (43sx) said:
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And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute (with one
another) lest you lose courage and your strength depart, and be patient.
Surely, Allah is with those who are as-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.).
[Sarat al-Anfal 46]

And it is reported in the authentic hadith from Ab@ ad-Darda’, he said, the Messenger of Allah
(Al 4l < &l 12 said, “Shall I not inform you of a degree better than prayer, fasting and

charity?” They said, “Of Course!” He said, “To reconcile between people, as it (discord) wears
away (unity).” [reported by al-Bukhari in ‘al-Adab al Mufrad’ no. 391 and Ahmad in his
‘Musnad’ no. 27508, Abti Dawid in his 'Sunan’ no. 4921 and at-Tirmidhi in his 'Jame" no.
2509]

And al-Albani (&) 4«w— ) authenticated the hadith in ‘Sahih al-Adab al-Mufrad’ Chapter:

Reconciliation between people no. 391/302 and in ‘Sahih Jame" as-Saghir wa Ziyadatih’ Vol.
1, Pg. 506, no. 2595]
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And on the authority of az-Zubayr bin al-'Awwam (4+— 4 ), that the Messenger of Allah
(A s 4ile & 12) said, “There has come to you the disease of the nations before you, jealousy
and hatred. Hatred is the ‘shaver’ (destroyer). I do not say that it shaves hair; rather it shaves
(destroys) religious commitment. By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, you
will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not believe until you love one another.
Shall I not inform you of something that will help you to achieve that? Spread (the greeting
of) salam amongst yourselves.” [Reported by Ahmad in his ‘Musnad’ no. 1430, at-Tirmidhi in
his ‘Sunan’ no. 2510 and al-Bukhari in ‘al-Adab al Mufrad’ no. 260]

al-Albani (& 4s~ ) in ‘Sahih ar-Targhib wat-Tarhib’ Vol. 3, Pg 44. said: hasan li-ghayrihi

Therefore, it is upon all Salafis to bear these verses and ahadith in their mind, and that they
should abandon the differences between them, for verily differing is evil.

I ask Allah to preserve everyone upon the Book and the Sunnah, and to hold onto it with the

molars (tightly).

Written by Rabi® bin Had1
Sunday night

6th Sha‘ban 1439AH
23rd April 2018CE

Translated by Zubayr ‘Abbasi

TN: Translation of the Qur anic verses is that of Khan/Hilali, and that of tafsir and ahadith is
by Darussalam, except al-Adab al-Mufrad’ is by UK Islamic Academy, all slightly adapted.
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