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Translator’s Note

Before you is a classical work from the twelfth century which sets out to dis-
play the equality of races within Islam. The aim of translating and publish-
ing this book is to display the falsity of certain claims against Islam which
have resurfaced recently, and which have been amplified due to social media.

About the author lbn al-jawzl [extracts from Siyar A'lam al-Nubala® by
al-Dhahabl]:

He is the shaykb, the imam, the allamab, the bafiz, the mufassir, shaykb
al-Islam, the pride of Baghdad: Jamal al-DIn Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn ‘All ibn Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ham-
madl ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibnJa'far ibn ‘Abdullah ibn al-Qasim ibn
al-Nadr ibn al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn al-Faglh ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn al-Faglh al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Khalifat Rasulullah ~

Abl Bakr al-Siddlq, al-Qurashl, al-Tayml, al-Bakrl, al-Baghdadl, al-Hanbali,
the illustrious preacher and prolific author.

He was born during the year 510 or 509 [Hijri] (corresponding to 1116 or
1115), and he first took knowledge during the year 516.

He learned the knowledge of hadlth mainly from Ibn Nasir, the knowledge
ofQuran and literature from the son ofal-Khayyat and Ibn al-Jawallgl, and
the knowledge offigbh from many scholars.

1Volume 21, pp. 365-384.
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He was the master of preaching and had the throne in exhortations; he
would utter eloquent words and astonishing prose naturally, he would elab-
orate and flabbergast the minds. There was no one like him that preceded
him in such skills nor will there be one comparable after him. He was the
carrier of the flag of exhortation, the master of its sciences, and he had a
pleasant look, good voice with a strong influence upon people. His charac-
ter was good amongst the people, and he was an ocean in tafsir, a scholar in
siyar and history. He was known for his knowledge in hadlth and its scienc-
es, and as afaqih with excellent knowledge in matters of consensus and dif-
ference of opinion. He made good contributions in the field of medicine,
and he was highly intellectual, with an excellent memory and propensity for
prompt recallment.

His father died when he was three years old and his paternal aunt raised him.
His relatives were in the business of copper; thus, it could be possible that he
was referred to as ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn All al-Saffar (i.e. in reference to the
colour of copper). After he grew up, his aunt sent him to Ibn Nasir from
whom he heard hadlth. When he was a teenager, he admired preaching, so
he delivered sermons whilst he was still a young boy and he became highly
esteemed and an example for others preachers to follow until he became
famous.

He authored many books in different fields, such as al-Mughni in tafsir,
which he later abridged into four volumes and titled Zad al-Masir, he also
authored Tadhkirat al-Arib, al-Wujuh wa al-Nazafir, Funun al-Afnan,
Jam i‘al-Masanid, al-Hada’iq, and many others.

He was famous and well known; renowned scholars, kings, rulers, and some
of the Caliphs would attend his lectures, and people would come in their
thousands to hear them.

His grandson, Abu al-Muzaffar said, “I heard my grandfather say on the
minbar, ‘I wrote with my hands two thousand books, and one hundred
thousand people repented upon my hands, and twenty thousand embraced
Islam upon them.” He would complete the Quran once each week.”

He also said, “He was ascetic in his life; sufficing with the bare minimum;
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and it was said about him that he never made ajoke with anyone or played
with a young boy, or ate from a source that he was not certain of it being
lawful.”

Abu ‘Abdullah ibn al-Dubaythl said in his Tdrikh, “Our shaykh Jamal al-
DIn authored many works within the branches of the Islamic sciences, such
as tafsir,figh, hadith, history and other than them. He had prowess in the
knowledge of hadith and its sciences, differentiating the authentic from the
weak. He was the best of people in speech and eloquence. He learnedfigh
from al-DInawarl and preaching from Abl Qasim al-‘Alawl. He was blessed
in his life and knowledge.”

Al-Muwaffaq ‘Abd al-Latlf said, “Ibn al-jawzl was handsome, pleasant-na-
tured, with a melodious voice and he was good company. A hundred thou-
sand would attend his assemblies, and [sometimes] more than that. He
would not waste anything from his time, writing four booklets a day. He
had a share in every branch of knowledge, however in tafsir he was from
the most remarkable, in hadith he was a hafiz, and his grasp of history was
vast. He was competent infigh, and he had an amazing gift for preaching.
In medicine he had a book named al-Lugat.”

He also said, “He had alot o f mistakes within his works, for he would finish
his books and not review them (as he authored a vast number of works).”
Al-Dhahabl commented upon this, “This is the case, and his mistakes are
due to leaving off revision and taking from manuscripts [with errors in
them,] for he authored such an amount that doing such revision would

have required more than asecond life.”

He fell ill for five days and subsequently passed away. This occurred between
the two night prayers (i.e. maghrib and Hsha) on the thirteenth of Ramadan
during the year 597 (1200), which was a Friday night. [End]

This book falls under thefada il (virtues) genre of literature, wherein the
author provides narrations he possesses regarding the virtues of a certain
subject. It is important to note that not everything in the book is authen-
tic, neither is it the case that the author necessarily views everything to be
authentic, and we may not agree with everything herein. However, we have

15
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translated his work as it is, and the author has provided the chain of trans-
mission for every narration (through which their authenticity can be ascer-
tained).

Note: The book has been translated completely unabridged except for one
poem on page 285, which was difficult to render into English. The remain-
der of the narration wherein it is cited has been translated, and the Arabic
text of the poem has been retained. The footnotes are mainly based upon
the edition ofthe Arabic text edited by Marzuq ‘All Ibrahim. Any additions
to the footnotes by the translator have been marked with [T], and additions
of the editor have been marked with [E],

16
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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficient, my Lord, |
seek your assistance.

(63 cf. J6
alll <cl?j 1S5jzl qgi

The shaykh, the imam, the dlim, the haftz,Jamal al-DIn Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn ‘All ibn Muhammad al-jawzl Mpsaid:

N NI N N MG N ejaj
0 ' ' %0 ' /-0 *
ijro (V-"~j dli* ~ o Ojli AN\
s 0 o) N o
c? N Lr4 ArSij 0'> At S22t O Sclu-5'
I% J jilj Ji' glLiP v—a$ Y\ ji&i COji tibcff
0N 2> (£ ‘uT™M er™- 0 ')

Praise be to Allah Who has favoured man over the rest of creation, and
among them He has favoured the people of piety and faith. He then made
the heart the point of His concern and not the physical figure. He looks to
the serenity ofthe inner (i.e. sincerity), and not to the purity ofone’scolour.
He brought about differences amongst the human race; amongst them are
those who are like angels and those who are like devils. He brings forth the
living from the dead, and thus [Ibrahim,] al-Khalil emerged from Azar, the
disbeliever. Likewise, He brings forth the dead from the living, thus Kanan
emerged from Nuh. In accordance with the decree of Allah, Abu Talib dis-
believed and ‘Uthman accepted Islam, and Abu Lahab went astray and Bilal
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was the one authorised to perform the call to prayer. He causes some to per-
ish and others to remain. He makes some to be content and others wretch-
ed. Every day He has a matter to bring forth.

0 f n f to %
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I praise Him frequently like the leaves and twigs, for He protects and safe-
guards us. | affirm His oneness, and this is an affirmation emanating from
clear proof. | send saldh upon His messenger Muhammad, the most noble
of creation to be found or exist, and upon his companion Abi Bakr al-Sid-
dlg who alone supported him in the cave and aided him. | also send it upon
‘Umar al-Farugq who was firm in the religion and did not compromise in it,
and upon ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, the pious and the pure. | send it upon ‘All
ibn Abi Talib, the foremost of the scholars and the leader of the brave, and
upon his uncle al-‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, who was used as a means
to Allah for rain, and upon this intercession rain started to fall heavily, the
grandfather o four Caliph, al-Mustadi’ Bi Amrillah-the Commander ofthe
Faithful whose rulership enlightened the time and drank from the fountain
ofjustice and virtue; life under his authority was a garden and the scent of
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his name among the pious smells better than basil and aroma; their hearts
attached to him, and such love is asign of Allah’s love to him; Allah linked
the pleasures of this life to the pleasures of his hereafter, but the hereafter is
truly the real life; during his time, the prayers of the people were answered
and they tasted from the plate of his kindness.

M g % v ¢
*\ju

Jdjxurx alllj thu

To proceed: | bore witness to agroup ofeminent Habash (Abyssinian) who
were disheartened due to the darkness of their skin colour. I thus clarified
to them that the matter upon which consideration is placed is good deeds
rather than one’s appearance, and | wrote this book for them to mention
the virtue of many from amongst the Abyssinian and black people. | have
divided it into twenty-eight chapters, and with Allah aid is sought.
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Chapter One2
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In mention of the origin of black people
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Sa'Td ibn al-Musayyib reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the
Prophet gg] said, “Nuh bore three sons: Sam, Ham and Yafith. As for Sam,
he is the father of the Arabs, the Persians and the Byzantines. As for Yafith,
he is the father o f Yajuj and Majuj. As for Ham, he is the father of the black-
skinned people.”3

2 [T] There is a section before this wherein the author lists the chapters of the book.
This has been omitted as they are listed in the contents page.

3 A similar report was reported by al-Bazzar in his Musnad, lbn Abl Hatim and Ibn
Mardawlh in al-Tafsir, and al-Khatlb al-Baghdadi in Thani al-Talkbis. It was also
mentioned by al-Suyuti in al-Azhdr al-‘Urush. [T] lbn Hajar stated in Fath al-Bari
that it was reported by Ibn Abl Hatim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah as marfu,
however there is weakness in its isnad (16/222).
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Al-Hasan al-Basrl reported upon the authority of Samrah that the Prophet
sH said, “The sons of Nuh were Sam, Ham and Yafith. Sam is the father
of the Arabs, Ham is the father of the Zanj and Yafith is the father of the
Byzantines.”4

N V-4 G 34)

PEj CEAN 3 4'3 -43'
Wahb ibn Munabbih said, “Sam is the father of the Arabs, the Persians, and

Byzantines. Ham is the father of black people, Yafith is the father of the
Turks and the father of Gog and Magog—who are related to the Turks.

-4)3 ‘olx? ny] u‘j*3 H -4) . CAnN cJ-UaUi 3~
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The author ~ said: The sons of Ham are: Kush, Nlras, Maw'agh and Bu-
wan. Kush bore ason named Namrud—the first o f the Namaridah [kings],
who ruled three hundred years after the flood. It was during his time that
the earth was divided up, and so subsequently the people began to separate

4 This was mentioned by al-Suyutl in Azhdr al-‘Urusb (3/a) and he stated after it, “It
was reported by al-Tirmidhl—who graded it as hasan, and Ibn Jarir, 1Ibn al-Mundhir,
Ibn Abl Hatim and Ibn Mardawlh in their tafsirs, and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak—
who graded it as sahib."

24



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues o fBlacks and Abyssinians

and form into different tribes. The Namrud whom encountered Ibrahim
was from amongst his sons. Those whom descended from Niras were the
Turks and the Khazr. Those whom descended from Maw'agh were Gog and
Magog. Those whom descended from Buwan were al-Sagalibah, the Nu-
bians, the Abyssinians, the people of Hind and Sind. And when the earth
had been divided by the descendants of Nuh, Ham’s children settled in the
direction of the south and westerly winds, thus Allah put into their com-

plexion darkness and a little whiteness, and they occupied the majority of
the earth.
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Chapter Two

The cause of their darkness in colour

N4 A j>U o [4 aNj] U?ZMN 3
dDy* Jju Al ~“A3Jl allp jl fojj Ai bl Nj OsU> v /41
f n ‘ i
N - I>i (*_/\ (k_*k <j5/\' 3INn3
X" & o} * y
c-j153 cllviilj tSjy* ki~byj Ny ioN | 3n3
( ~Noo 0
\Zjjlci Ey>y* y> Jy>3 iSyLiJlj S”oxl

The author said: The apparent, in terms of their skin colour is that there
is no obvious cause for it being so, except that which we have reported in
regards to the descendants of Nuh dividing [and spreading] amongst
the earth after his death. The person who divided the earth amongst them
was Qalagh ibn Abir. The descendants of Sam settled in the centre of the
earth, and so they possessed darkness and whiteness. The descendants of
Yafith settled in the direction of the north and the easterly winds, and so
they possessed redness and fairness. The descendants of Ham settled in the
direction of the south and westerly winds and so there was an alteration in
their colour.

* & n
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As for that which has been narrated in relation to Nuh that his awrah (pri-
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vate parts) showed and he did not cover it and so he became black, this is
something not established and evidently not sahih (authentic).
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Chapter Three
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In mention o f‘lsa ibn Maryam bringing Ham ibn Nuh back to life
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Ibn Shihab reported that it was requested from ‘Isa ibn Maryam that he
bring Ham ibn Nuh back to life. ‘Isa replied, “Show me his grave,” and so
they showed him. He stated, “O Ham ibn Nuh, come back to life by the
permission of Allah H,” however he did not come out. He stated this again
and Ham came forth, and his hair and beard were white. ‘Isa asked, “What
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is this whiteness?” He replied, “I heard the first call and thought that it was
[the call] from Allah H for the reckoning, and so my hair turned white from
fright. Then | heard the second call and knew that it was from the dunya
(worldly existence), and so | exited.” He asked, “How long since you [tast-
ed] death?” He replied, “For four thousand years the agony of death has not
left me.”5

qi it J>T (jijyb Cr* ~ S5 laSna : 3

The author stated: This is how it is narrated in this report, however it has also
been reported to us through a different route on the authority of Mu‘awi-
yah ibn Qurrah that the one whom isa brought back to life was Sam ibn
Nuh. And Allah knows best.

5 Reported by Ibn Abi al-Dunya in Man Asha ba'da al-Mawt (75-76), and it was
mentioned by al-Suyutl in al-Durr al-Manthur (2/216). The narrator in its isnad
(chain of narration) named lbn Lahiyah is considered to be da #/'(weak).
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Chapter Four
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In mention of the kingdoms of black people and their vastness
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Al-Asma’‘l reported upon the authority of al-Namr ibn Hilal that he said,
“The earth consists of twenty-four thousandfarsakhs. From these, twelve
thousand belong to the blacks, eight thousand to the Romans, three thou-
sand to the Persians, and one thousand to the Arabs.”
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A>jiujl Yo NN\ o' it~ <Ber
Abu al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Ja'far al-Munadl said, “It reached us that the
sea known as Buntas behind Constantinople flows from the Caspian Sea
and that the width of its mouth is six miles. The first province of the world
commences from the East, stretching from the remotest parts of China to
its southern border wherein the city o fits emperor is located. Then it passes
through the South of Hind and the land ofal-Sind, then it goes through the
Arabian Peninsula and the land ofYemen wherein there are the famous cit-
ies such Azfar, ‘Oman, Hadramawt, ‘Aden, San‘a, Tabala, andJurash. Then
the province passes over the Red Sea and extends into Abyssinia and it pass-
es through the Nile of Egypt. Within it is the city of the Abyssinian king
named Jarma, and also the Nubian city of Danqalah. Then the province

traverses the Maghrib to the south of the land of the Berbers, and it ends at
the Western Sea.”

e Wi (N aJ*
Al-A‘mash reported upon the authority of Mujahid that he said, “A quarter

ofthose who do not wear clothing from amongst the blacks are like the rest
ofthe people (i.e. in number).”
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Chapter Five
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In mention of the virtues ingrained in black people
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From them: Strength in body and heart—of which bravery bears fruit.
There is mention of the Abyssinians’ abundant generosity, good manners,
rareness in offense, baring of teeth in smiles, excellent eloquence, ease in ex-
pression, and charm in speech.
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn Musill said that Shablb ibn Shaybah stated that
Khalid ibn Safwan entered upon Abl al-‘Abbas al-Saffah and said, “O Com-
mander of the Faithful, you have prohibited yourselffrom finding pleasure
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in female slaves. Some are dark-lipped and dark-skinned and some are yel-
low with large buttocks, and those born in Madinah, Ta’if and Yamamah are
sweet talkers and quick witted.
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Chapter Six
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Virtues specific to things ofblack colour amongst animals, plants and
stones
Section
From animals:
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Blackness of the eyes: The eye is constructed of ten parts ofwhich there are
seven layers and three are wet, and its layers are reminiscent of the peeling of
an onion. From them the place of the vision is black (i.e. the pupil), which
displays the prestige of the colour as it has been selected for this prestigious
organ. Furthermore, the eyelashes were made black so as to absorb light.
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From these things is the liver: Which metabolises food and directs it to the
body through the hollow vein which grows in a crooked manner. It directs
the liquid to the kidneys and the foam of bile to the gallbladder, and the
black deposit is directed to the spleen. The liver has a vein within which
food enters that is named as al-bdb (the door) and another vein which car-
ries food from it to the other organs that is named as al-ajw af{ the hollow).
The liver provides the organs with the substance with which their health is
sustained and they are quenched. Bearing in mind this prestige, it is black,
and this displays the noble nature of this colour, for it was selected as the
colour for this prestigious organ.
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From them is the heart: It is the most prestigious part of the body and the
black part found within its middle—which is like ablood clot—is the simil-
itude in importance to the brain within the head.
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Al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir reported, “l heard the Messenger of Allah sf) state,
“In the body there is a morsel offlesh: Ifit is sound, the entire body shall be
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sound, and if it is corrupt then the entire body shall be corrupt. This is non
other than the heart.” This has been reported by al-Bukharl and Muslim.
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From them is the hair: If it is dark, it denotes human beauty, and when it
becomes white, this beauty abates.
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Abu Nahlk al-Azdl reported that ‘Amr ibn Akhtab stated, “The Messenger
of Allah 0 sought water, so | brought for him a vessel within which was a
hair, and | took it out and gave it to him. He said, ‘O Allah beautify it.””’6
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Abu Nahlk stated, “I came across [Amr] when he was ninety-three years
old,” and there was no hint of whiteness upon his head or beard.”
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6 Al-Hafiz lbn Hajar said in al-lsabah (4/78), “This was reported by al-Tirmidhl in
al-Sunan and al-Shamail, and Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim—who both graded it as
sahih, and it was also reported by Muslim.”

7 In al-Isabah it states “ninety-four”. In al-Musnad (22932) it also states that he was

ninety-four: (41"4; 3r=41 0 (j~d yj)'
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We have reported upon the authority of Abu Qatadah that the Messenger
of Allah sH supplicated for him, “O Allah, bless him in his hair and body.”8
He died when he was seventy9but it was as if he was fifteen years ofage. The
Arabs still weep over the departure ofyouth and the arrival o f white hair.
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‘Amr ibn al-Walld said:

Youth packed and left, once it saw the light of my grey hair.
I wish I could replace that which has arrived, with what has gone
away.
May the age of youth never cease, for it is the age of strength and
wonders.
Youth was my beloved one, so how can | come closer to my beloved?”
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Da'bal said:

8 Al-Hafiz stated in al-Isdbah (4/128), “This was reported by al-Wagqidl from the route
of Yahya ibn ‘Abdullah from the route of Abi Qatadah.”

9 It has been said that his age was seventy-two. His biography is in al-Isabah (4/158-
159).
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O Salma, do not be surprised from a man, who cried once grey hair
landed on his head,
He used to laugh when he was young, but once the youth had gone
he rarely laughed,
Where is youthfulness and in which direction it went, and where to
find it, nay it isgone and never to come back.
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Abu Tammam said:

Blame not who cries over his lost youthfulness except if he does not
cry blood over it,
We never appreciate it well enough until after we grow old and age
with grey hair,
It is like the sun; its merit does not manifest until after darkness cov-
ers the earth,
Many things we take for granted, and only become fond ofonce they

no longer exist.
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Al-Mutanabbl said:
Youth brought forth energy into my soul, while old age showed me
such energy in others.
lil 315 ~ o >l il 315 [~e]
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Abu Talib al-Da‘bali said, ‘All ibn al-Jaham composed the following for us:

When she saw the grey hear invading my head, she rejected me in a
polite manner.
I keep asking for her love humbly, but my grey hair kept gesturing to
say not to accept me.”
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Zahir reported that Abu Bakr al-Sanwabrl composed:

She showed me nothing but a grumpy and frowning face, which
prompted the tears in my eyes.

She saw me comb my ivory like hair with an ivory comb, but she still
liked ebony like hair (i.e. youth).
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Al-Radl composed:

The black hair attracts young women, but white hair entices the en-
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mity of fair women,
Enjoy their pampering while you are young, for they will stop once

you are old.
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And he also composed:

Who to intercede for me with her when she finds old age is my sin,
and grey hair is a sin which may not be forgiven.
The whiteness of my hair was enough to remove all traces of love
from her heart,
Indeed, it is not always a pleasure to see brightness (i.e. white hair)
break the darkness (i.e. black hair).
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Mihyar composed:

After we came close and stood together, | was about to leave,
She noticed a few grey hairs hiding in my head, so her face changed
in disapproval,

She exclaimed, you are an old man but I said, | am just middle aged,
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so she said, this isaworrying sign and an alert,
Neither my heart nor my eyes like to see you, how could a black hair
like its opposite!

t
t  1jIiSib 3 4
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And he also composed:

I reminded her of our pledge but she said | forgot as being away
makes one forget.
And your hair seems to have changed, which replaced my affability
with aversion.
[I replied] it is just grey hair but do you not know that dawn will
follow night.
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The author  said: Arabs at that time would prefer the lips ofwomen to be
nearly black, as it would make them desire to kiss them.
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Dhu al-Rummabh said:

A mouth with lips that are black mixed with red, and a glowing outer tooth.

000
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Section
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The author stated: Amongst plants there are many such things but [we do
not wish] to lengthen their mention:
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From them is al-Shunlz: It hasbeen named as black seed. It resolves the cold
wind, prevents [thebuild up of] phlegm, clears thechest of wet and sticky
substances, removes warts and vitiligo, exterminates worms and regulates
the menses, and is mixed with honey and hot water to treat bladder and
kidney stones. It dries up feverish phlegm and melancholy (black bile) and
removes vermin with its smoke.
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Abl Salamah ibn Abd al-Rahman reported upon the authority of Abu
Hurayrah that the Prophet $=said, “There is healing within the black seed
for all diseases except al-sdm.” Al-Zuhrl stated, “Al-sdm refers to death, and
black seed refers to al-shuniz.” This was reported in the two Sahths [of al-
Bukharl and Muslim.]
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From them is the fruit ofardk:
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Al-Zuhrl reported on the authority oflabir that he said, “We were with the
Messenger of Allah ~  passing through al-Zahran, and we were picking the
kabdtb (the ripe fruits ofardk). He sH said, ‘Take the blackest ones, for they

are the nicest.” '
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Al-Asma'i said, “The ripe fruits from the are called al-kabdth and the
blackest ofthem are the most ripe.”
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From them is the savin: This refers to the fruit of the mountain juniper
plant, ofwhich the best ones are the black. It is beneficial for septic injuries,
blocked fallopian tubes and for swelling o f the nerves.
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From them is the black ihlilaj:n This relieves blackheads and dries the
phlegm within the stomach and it is beneficial for leprosy.
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10 Reported by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (3/326). It is also found in Sahib al-

Bukhariand Sahib Muslim.
11 A tree which grows in Hind, Kabul and China.
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From them is the plantago seed: The best type is the black one, and it abates
anxiety and high temperature.
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From them is ebony: It dissipates bladder stones and reduces the white cov-
ering which occurs in the eye and cataracts when a small quantity of it is
crushed with asmall amount o fsugar and applied to the eye repeatedly, and
its colour is pleasant.
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Section

From stones: The black stone [of the Ka'bah],
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Qatadah reported on the authority of Anas that the Messenger of Allah
said, “The black stone is from the stones of Paradise.”12

12 Reported by al-Fakihl in Akbbar M akkah (1/84) and al-Bazzar in Kasbfal-Astar
(2/23). Al-Haytham! mentioned it inal-Majma ‘(3/243) and said, “It was reported by
al-Bazzar and al-Tabarani in al-Awsat, and there is a narrator in its isnad named ‘Umar
ibn Ibrahim al-‘Abdl. He was adjudged to be tkigak (trustworthy) by Ibn Main and
others, though he has some weakness.”
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‘Ikrimah reported on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “The black
stone is the right hand of Allah. He who has not given the pledge of alle-
giance to the Messenger of Allah f§ [directly], if he has touched this stone
then he has given this pledge to Allah and His Messenger.”13
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Sa‘ld ibn Jubayr reported upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, “The Messen-
ger of Allah sH said, ‘This stone will resurrect during the Day o fludgement,
upon it will be two eyes with which it will see, and a tongue with which it
will utter and testify in favour ofthose who touched it with sincerity.”” 4

13 This was reported by al-Tabaranl in al-M ujam and Ibn Abl al-Fawaris in Tdsi‘al-
Talkhisat. It isda '(/(weak). [T] Ibn al-jawzl said in al-‘1lal al-Mutandhiyyah (575/2),
“This hadith is not sahib."

14 Reported by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (1/291, 307 and 371), al-Azragl in
Akhbdr Adakkah (1/324) in a mawqufform, Ibn Hibban in his Sahih (6/10), and al-
Hakim inal-Mustadrak (1/457), who said, “This hadith issahih and they (al-Bukhari
and Muslim) did not report it.”
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The author M said: The stone named maghnatis (magnet) is a black stone
which has a unique and marvellous characteristic in that it pulls iron to-
wards it without touching it.
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And the stone which—through rubbing against it— reveals the inner secret
ofgold, and the stones which kindle fire are mainly of the Abyssinian col-
our. From the stones of which their benefits are widespread are the kohl
stones named al-ithmid, and they are extremely black in colour.
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Sa‘ld ibnJubayr reported on authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the Messenger of
Allah ~ said, “The best ofyour kohl is al-ithmid-, it brightens the sight and
strengthens the growth ofeye lashes.” 5
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The author $&stated: 1f we were to continue listing such things, the matter

15 Reported by Ibn Hibban in al-Sabih (8/624).
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would be prolonged, and we would have mentioned musk, for the Prophet

said, “It is the best of scents.”16 And we would have mentioned al-ad
and others, but what we have mentioned so far serves as an indication to give
notice to that which has not been listed.

16 Reported by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak on the authority of Abl Sa'id al-Khudn
(361/1).
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Chapter Seven
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In proclamation that the white person has no superiority over the
black, and that superiority lies in piety
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Muhammad ibn Ka‘b reported upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the
Messenger of Allah i8 said, “He who would be happy by being the most
honourable ofpeople should have tagwa (God-consciousness) ofAllah 1d 17
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17 It is a part of the longer hadith reported by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, al-Tabaranl
in al-Mu'jam and al-"Uqgayli in his book. It is considered to be defective due to the
narrator Hisham ibn Ziyad. Al-Dhahabl said, “Hisham ibn Ziyad was said to be da"if
by al-Bukharl, al-Nasa’l, Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Ibn Ma‘In.” He agreed with them and
said, “The weakness of his narrations is clear.”
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Said al-Magbur! reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah, “A man came
to the Prophet# and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, who is the most honour-
able amongst men?’ He replied, ‘The one with the most tagwd of Allah $t.””
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‘Asim ibn Humayd reported on the authority of Muadh ibn Jabal, “When
the Prophet sg™ sent him to Yemen [as an emissary], the Prophet accompa-
nied him [for a short distance] to advise him—while Mu‘adh rode and the
Messenger of Allah d#walked next to his ride. When he finished, he stated,
‘O Muadh, it may be that you will not meet me after this year. And it may
be that when you pass by my masjid. [you will find] my grave.” Mu'adh wept
due to the grief he felt at the fact that he would be separated from the Mes-
senger of Allah sf]. Then he turned and faced towards al-Madlnah and
said, ‘The most worthy people to me are the pious, regardless whom they are
or where they are from.’” 18
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One of the "ulamd (scholars) said to a noble, “Your nobility is in need of
piety, but the one with piety is not in need of nobility.”

18 Sahib Ibn Hibban (2/20).
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It is reported in the two sahihs on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the
Prophet '8 said, “There are two rewards for the righteous slave.”
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There is another hadith reported only by al-Bukharl on the authority of
Abu Musa that the Prophet said, “The reward is doubled for the slave
who performs his ibadah (worship) to Allah well and also carries out his
duties to his master well by being dutiful, sincere and obedient.”
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Chapter Eight
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In mention of those from amongst the Companions who emigrated
to Abyssinia and their number
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The reason for the emigration ofthe emigrants to Abyssinia is that when the
Messenger of Allah | § displayed Islam openly, the Polytheists became hos-
tile to him and strove to cause harm to him and his Companions. However,
Allah H protected him through the means of his uncle Abi Talib. [Then in
light of this hostility] he ordered his Companions to set forth to the land
of Abyssinia, and he stated to them, “There is a king therein who does not
oppress the people within his land, so stay with him until Allah provides
you with relief.”
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[Ofthe Companions,] one group emigrated and one group went into hid-
ing. Then the news reached those in Abyssinia that the Polytheists had sof-
tened towards the Messenger of Allah and so they returned to Makkah.
However, when it came to their attention that they had resumed persecut-
ing him they returned to Abyssinia and not one from amongst them entered
Makkah except Ibn Mas'ud who entered with protection. A large number
from the Muslims went with them.19
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19 See Sirat Ibn Hisham (1/321 onwards) and Tahaqdtlbn Sa (1/161-162).
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Below are the names of the Companions who emigrated to Abyssinia, ac-
cording to the order of the letters ofal-mu'jam (the dictionary): Al-Aswad
ibn Nawfal, Asma’ bint ‘Umays, Barkah bint Yasar, TamIm ibn al-Harlth,
Jabir ibn Sufyan, Ja‘far ibn Abt Talib, Junadah ibn Sufyan, Jaham ibn
Qays, Al-Harlth ibn Hatib, al-Harith ibn Khalid, al-Harlth ibn ‘Abd Qays,
Hatib ibn ‘Amr, al-Hajjaj ibn al-Harlth, Khuzaymah bint ‘Abd al-Aswad,
al-Harith ibn ‘Amr, Hasanah Umm Shurahbll, Khalid ibn Sufyan, Khalid
ibn Sa‘ld, Khalid ibn Hizam, Khuzaymah ibn Jaham, Khunays ibn Huza-
fah, Rabfah ibn Hilal, Rugayyah—daughter of the Messenger of Allah s
Ramlah bint Abl ‘Awf, Raytah bint al-Harlth, al-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam,
al-Sa ib ibn al-Harlth, al-Sa’ib ibn ‘Uthman ibn Maz'un, Sa‘d ibn Khawlah,
Sa‘ld ibn Harlth, Sa‘ld ibn ‘Abd Qays, Sa‘id ibn ‘Amr, Sufyan ibn Ma‘mar,
al-Sakran ibn ‘Amr, Salamah ibn Hisham, Sulaytibn ‘Amr, Suwayt ibn Sa‘d,

55



Tanwiru ‘I-Ghabashifl Fadli ‘s-Sudani wa 'l-Habashi

Sawda’—wife of the Messenger of Allah $8=, Sahlah bint Suhayl, Shurahbll
ibn ‘Abdullah, Shamas ibn ‘Uthman, Tulayb ibn Azhar, Tulayb ibn ‘Amir,
‘Amir ibn Rabfah, ‘Amir ibn Abi Waqqgas, ‘Amir: Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jar-
rah, ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh, ‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith, ‘Abdullah ibn Sufyan,
‘Abdullah ibn Shihab, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad, ‘Abdullah Abu Musa,
‘Abdullah ibn Makhzamah, ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, ‘Abdullah ibn Maz'un,
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, ‘Utbah ibn Ghazwan, ‘Utbah ibn Mas'ud,
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, ‘Uthman ibn Maz'un, ‘Uthman ibn Rabfa, ‘Uthman
ibn ‘Abd Ghanam, ‘Adi ibn Nadlah, ‘Urwa ibn Abanah, ‘Ammar ibn Yasir,
‘Imran ibn Ri ab, ‘Amr ibn Ummayah, ‘Amr ibnJahm, ‘Amr ibn al-Harith,
‘Amr ibn Sa'ld, ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman, ‘Amr ibn Abi Sarh, ‘Umayr ibn Ri’ab,
‘Umayrah bint al-Sa‘dl, ‘Ayyash ibn Abi Rabfah, ‘lyad ibn Zuhayr ibn Abi
Shaddad, Fatimah bint Safwan, Fatimah bint ‘Algamah, Fatimah bint
al-Muhallal, Firas ibn al-Nadr, Fukayhah ibn Sinan, Qudamah ibn Maz'un,
Qays ibn Hudhafah, Qays ibn ‘Abdullah, Layla bint Abi Hathmah, Ma-
lik ibn Zamah, Muhammad ibn Hatib, Mahmiyah ibn Jaz§ Mus'ab ibn
‘Umayr, Al-Muttalib ibn Azhar, Ma'bad ibn al-Harith, Mu'attib ibn ‘Awf,
Ma'mar ibn ‘Abdullah, Mu'ayqlb, al-Miqdad, Nablh ibn ‘Uthman, Hashim
ibn Abi Hudhayfah, Hubar ibn Sufyan, Hisham ibn al-‘Asl, HIisham ibn
‘Utbah, Humaynah, Hind—the wife of the Messenger of Allah fH, Yazld
ibn Zam'ah, al-Rum ibn ‘Umayr, Abu Sabrah ibn Abi Ruhm, Abu Fukay-
hah, Abu Qays ibn al- Harith and Umm Kulthum bint Suhayl.
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In mention of the Muslims who were born in Abyssinia
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‘Abd Allah, ‘Awn, and Muhammad—the sons ofla'far ibn Abi Talib, Sa'ld
and Ummah—the offspring o f Khalid ibn Sa'ld, ‘Abdullah ibn al- Muttalib;
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Muhammad ibn Abi Hudhayfah; Muhammad ibn Hatib, Zaynab bint Abi
Salamah; Musa, ‘A’ishah and Zaynab, the children ofal-Harith ibn Khalid.
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Chapter Nine

- L3
The request of the Quraysh to al-Najashi to hand over the Compan-
ions of the Prophet |8 to them
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of Umm Salamah—the wife of the Prophet !8e—that she said, “When we
arrived in Abyssinia we were received by the best of hosts, al-Najashl. We
were safe in our religion, we worshipped Allah and were not harmed, nor
did we hear anything offensive said to us. When information regarding this
reached the Quraysh, they resolved to send two firm envoys regarding us to
al-Najashl, and to gift him with some choice items of Makkah. From the
nicest items they brought was tanned leather, and so they gathered a large
amount for him, and they did not leave one from his generals except that
a gift was set for him. This was then despatched with ‘Abdullah ibn Abl
Rabfah al-Makhzuml and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As with the following instructions,
‘Provide each general with his gift before you talk to al-Najashl regarding
them. Then present al-Najashi’s gift to him, following this, ask him to hand

them over to you before he can speak to them.
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She continued, “So we were with al-Najashl, enjoying our stay and the hos-
pitality we were being shown. There was not ageneral from the generals ex-
cept that they presented him his gift before they went to speak to al-Najashl.
Then they confided to each of the generals, ‘Indeed, there have defected
to the king’s land some ignorant young people from our tribe who have
renounced the religion of their forefathers and have not embraced your reli-
gion, but have brought forth a new religion that neither ofus recognise. The
noblemen of their tribe have sent us to the king seeking their extradition,
so when we speak with the king about this, counsel him to deliver them to
us without talking with them, for their own people are more cognisant of
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them and better acquainted with their beliefs and wrongdoing.’ They (the
generals) agreed with this.
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Then they presented their gifts to al-Najashi, and they were accepted by
him. Then they stated to him, ‘O king, indeed there have defected to your
land some ignorant young people from our tribe, who have renounced the
religion of their forefathers and have not embraced your religion, but have
come up with a new religion that neither of us recognise. The noblemen of
their tribe including their parents, uncles, and clansmen have sent us to you
seeking their extradition, for their own people are more cognisant of them
and better acquainted with their beliefs and wrongdoing.’”
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She continued, “Nothing could have been more disliked to ‘Abdullah ibn
Abl Rabf and ‘Amr ibn al-As than al-Najashi giving his ear to them (i.e. the
Companions). The generals around him stated, ‘This is the truth O king.
Their people are most cognisant regarding them and better acquainted with
their faults. So hand them over to these two and permit them to return them
to their country and their people.’
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She said, “Al-Najashi became angry and then said, ‘I will not turn them over
to these two men and will not dishonor agroup o f people who are my guests
and who have chosen my protection over all others, until I call them and ask
them about whatever these two men accuse them of. If they are like what
these two men have stated, then | will hand them over to them, and permit
their return to their people. But if they are not so, then I shall offer them my

protection and hospitality as long as they wish to remain with me.
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She said, “Then he sent for the Companions of the Messenger of Allah f§].
When his messenger arrived to them, they gathered and consulted each oth-
er, ‘What will you say to this man when you stand before him?’ They said,
‘By Allah, we shall say what we know of the truth and of the command-
ments of our Prophet |8, no matter what.” When they arrived at the court
of al-Najashi, they found that he had called his bishops who were seated
around him with their scriptures open to ask the Muslims about their be-
liefs. He said, ‘What is this religion with which you have renounced the reli-
gion ofyour people, and have turned away from my religion and the religion
ofother nations?””



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues o f Blacks and Abyssinians

yp 4JI C— hs'j 1% frLs ~ J
yp aDlI Ulp jS AiLip <ujL»3 U* V y > 3
UM /4 04 313[) U™ kdf W ieJL*jj alj-yJ
0 S N9 t C (
Mj O0~3
cjjy™ Jyij ~yp N-nyl

Anadly SIStily 5% ~NJL

She said, “The one who served as the spokesperson waslJa'far ibn Abl Talib,
he said, ‘O king, we were a group of people living in ignorance and im-
morality; we used to worship idols, eat the flesh of dead animals, engage
in debauchery, sever the ties of kinship, break the rights of neighbors, and
the strong amongst us would take the rights of the weak. We remained in
this manner until Allah H sent to us a messenger [from amongst us,] whose
lineage, truthfulness, honesty, and chastity were already well-known to us.
He invited us to Allah H—to single him out and worship Him—and to
renounce the stones and idols which we and our forefathers worshipped be-
sides Him. He commanded us to speak the truth, keep our promises, keep
good ties with relatives, show kindness to neighbors and avoid harming
them, to avoid all forbidden acts and bloodshed. He prohibited and warned
us against performing debauchery, false testimony, taking the property of
the orphan, and against falsely accusing chaste women. He ordered us to
worship Allah alone and not to associate anything with Him, to establish
the prayer, to give zakdt and to fast.
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She said, “So he enumerated for him the key principles of Islam. [He then
said,] ‘So we affirmed [his message,] believed in him and followed him in
that which he brought forth, and we worshipped Allah alone without as-
sociating anything with Him. We prohibited ourselves from that which he
made prohibited and we viewed lawful to us. that which he made so. Our
people thus persecuted us and abused us in order to turn us from our reli-
gion, and return to the worship of idols instead of the worship of Allah it
and for us to make lawful that which we previously deemed as such from
the immoral matters. So, when they subdued and oppressed us, made mis-
erable our lives, and prevented us from practicing our religion, we sought
refuge in your land, choosing you over others, desiring your protection and
hoping to live in justice and peace under your rule, O king.’”
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She said, “Al-Najashl said to him, ‘Do you have with you anything which
was revealed from Allah It? Ja‘far replied to him, ‘Yes.” So, al-Najashi said,
‘Then recite it for me.””
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She said, “So he recited for him a passage from the opening of{Kaf-Ha-Ya-
‘Ayn-Sad} (Surah Maryam).” She continued, “By Allah, al-Najashi wept
until his tears moistened his beard, and his bishops wept until their tears
moistened their scriptures when they heard his recital. Then al-Najashi stat-
ed, ‘Verily, this and that which came from Musa are from the same mishkat
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(niche). You two must leave, for—by Allah—1 will not hand them over to

you and would never do so.
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Umm Salamah said, “When we left them, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said, ‘By Allah, to-
morrow | will tell him a defect o f theirs which will remove their prosperity.’
‘Abdullah ibn Abl Rabfah—who was the more pious of them—said to him
regarding us, ‘Do not do so, for they are bonded to us through the womb
despite their differing with us.” He replied, ‘By Allah, I will inform him that

they view that ‘Isa ibn Maryam is a slave.
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She said, “The next morning he went and said, ‘O king, these people state a
grave thing about ‘Isa ibn Maryam. Send for them and ask them in regards
to what they state.
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She said, “So he sent for them and enquired in regards to ‘Isa.” She contin-
ued, “We had not experienced such athing before, and so the party consult-
ed, asking one another, ‘What shall you say if you are asked regarding ‘Isa?’
And they said, ‘By Allah we shall say that which Allah ~ said and which our
Prophet stated, no matter what may arise.’
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When they entered the court of al-Najashl, he asked them, ‘What do you say
about ‘Isa ibn Maryam?’Ja‘far ibn Abl Talib replied to him, ‘We say regard-
ing him that which our Prophet fH brought forth: He is a slave of Allah, a
prophet from Him cast into the womb of Mary, the virgin maiden.””
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She continued, “Then al-Najashl struck the ground with his hand and
picked up a small stick from the ground and stated, “Isa ibn Maryam is
no different to what you have said as much as the length of this stick.” His
generals surrounding him snorted when he said this. So he said, ‘By Allah,
even if you snort. [Speaking to the Companions:] Go, for you are safe and
secure in my land, the one who curses you will be punished, [indeed] the
one who curses you will be punished. | would not like to have a mountain
ofgold while anyone o fyou should come to any harm.’—The word al-dabr
in the language of the Abyssinians means ‘mountain’— ‘Return their gifts
for we are not in need of them, for—by Allah—Allah did not take a bribe
from me when he returned to me my kingdom so [how could I] take a bribe
in regards to this. And he [did not] make me obeyed by the people so that |
obey them in this.””
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She said, “They left his court dejected and that which they came with was
rejected, while we remained residing with him in a peaceful location with a
hospitable host.”
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She said, “By Allah, during this time an opposer arose to take his kingdom.
She said, “By Allah, we did not ever know a sadness stronger than the sad-
ness we felt at the thought that the opposition should overpower al-Na-
jashl, and that a leader should come who does not understand our case how
al-Najashi did.”
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She said, “Al-Najashi went [to meet the enemy] and the breadth of the Nile
was between the two parties.”
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She said, “The Companions ofthe Messenger of Allah <0?stated, ‘Who will

go to the scene of the battle between the people and then bring us news of
the event?’
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Al-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam said, ‘I will do so.
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She continued, “He was from the youngest of the group.” She said, “We
blew into a water-skin for him and he placed it on his chest and swam on
it until he reached the part of the Nile where the armies were gathered. He
then rushed until he reached them.
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She said, “We supplicated to Allah to make al-Najashi overcome his adver-
sary and to establish his power in his land. The matter in Abyssinia ended
in al-Najashi’s favour, and we lived pleasantly with him until we returned to
the Messenger of Allah in Makkah.”
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Zubayr ibn Bakkar reported on the authority ofMus‘ab ibn ‘Abdullah, “The
Quraysh despatched ‘Umarah ibn al-Walld and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As to al-Najashi
to discuss with him in regards to those who emigrated to him. ‘Umarah ibn
al-Walld corresponded with a female servant of al-Najashi about ‘Amr ibn
al-‘As, and she was with him until she passed by ‘Amr and he became aware
of this and said,

68



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues o fBlacks and Abyssinians

n Il b>" j* o ijc
JJuP j i dy.
L«¥ 0-47* bjb® (Jj byli?2 “\r9 P9 ejddl ijj
Uiil L) LgwW\ O~M il V- jilpj il» ijisj Lfai

‘Umarah, know that the worst trait for your like who calls his cousin
abrother. D

If you are a person with two garments, yet you are not innocent of
trespassing upon that which your cousin viewed sacred.
Ifaman does not leave food he likes, and does not forbid his desiring
heart from landing wherever it wants.

It will fulfil what it wants and then leave him alone, the examples of
which when mentioned would fill the mouth.
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20 [T] The context behind this and what follows is that ‘Umarah oppressed ‘Amr in
regards to ‘Amr’s wife on the ship journey en route to Abyssinia, as cited in historical
sources such as Siyar A'ldm al-Nubala (2/441, in the biography of al-Najashi).
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D oUi t

‘Umarah confided in ‘Amr that the woman of al-Najashl had performed in-
tercourse with him. When ‘Amr ibn al-‘As became despondent in regards to
the affair of the emigrants who were with al-Najashl, he attempted to harm
‘Umarah by informing al-Najashl about the incident between him and his
woman. Al-Najashl stated to him, ‘Bring me a sign proving what you have
said.’” Later ‘Umarah mentioned again what took place between him and the
woman ofal-Najashl and so ‘Amr said to him, ‘I will not acceptyour account
except if [you say to her] that you are not pleased with her until she brings
for you something from amongst the king’s oils which no one uses except
him. ‘Umarah spoke to her regarding the oil but she replied, ‘I am afraid of
the king.” He pressed her regarding the matter and stated that he would not
be pleased with her until she brought him this oil, and so she brought the
oil, which he subsequently passed to ‘Amr. This was then brought before
al-Najashl, [and as punishment] he blew a magic substance in his private
part and he went away whilst behaving feral, according to what the Quraysh
stated, and he remained in this state, roaming by the water of the peninsula
of the Abyssinian land until ‘Abdullah ibn Abl Rabfah alongside some of
his companions came for him and laid in wait for him before catching him.
This caused him to begin shouting at him, ‘Release me for | will die if you
touch me.” He took hold of him, and he passed away in his hands.’”
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Chapter Ten
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In mention of that which the Prophet ¥& wrote to al-Najashl ift, in-
viting him to Islam, and of his conversion
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The author stated: The Messenger of Allah fH wrote to al-Najashl inviting
him to Islam. Subsequently, al-Najashl accepted Islam and a group of his
companions believed also. Then he responded to the letter and sent his son
to him with sixty Abyssinians, and all ofthem drowned in the sea. The story

of this incident will follow in the chapter mentioning the kings of Abyssin-
ia, by the will of Allah Jg.
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Chapter Eleven
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In mention of the coming of the Abyssinians to the Messenger of
Allah ~ and their war game in the m asjid whilst the Prophet

watched
w3byws-  JM il 3b >jsdAl Ajl il 3b I~1 171 [TO]
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‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr reported that ‘Aishah ~ said, “I recall the Messenger
of Allah covering me with his upper garment whilst | was watching the
Abyssinians performing in the masjid until | grew weary—and you know
the length with which ayoung girl remains interested in entertainment (i.e.
displaying the length oftheir performance).”2
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Thabit reported that Anas said, “When the Messenger of Allah arrived at

21 Reported by Imam Ahmad inal-Musnad (6/84-85, 166 and 273) and al-Nasal.
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Madlnah the Abyssinians joyfully performed with their weapons in happi-
ness at his coming.”2
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‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr reported that ‘Aishah ~ said, “The Messenger of
Allah was with me on the day that the black people performed with their
shields and weapons. So, either | requested from the Messenger of Allah $&=
or he asked me, ‘Do you wish to see?’ | replied affirmatively and so he stood
me behind him—my cheek touching his, and he was saying, ‘Carry on, O
Ban! Arfadah.”2 When | grew weary, he asked me, ‘Are you satiated?’ | re-
plied that I was and so he said, ‘Then leave.””2*
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22 This was mentioned by al-Suyutl in R af Shan al-Hubshdn (48/a), “This hadith is
sahih, and it was reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad on the authority o f‘Abd al-
Razzaq.”

23 Al-Suyutl reported in R afShan al-Hubshdn (48/a) that al-Zarkashi said, “This refers
to an ancestor of the Ethiopians.” He also quoted Abu ‘Amr as saying, “Banu Arfadah
refers to a group from the Ethiopians who were known for this type of dancing.”

24 Reported in Sahih al-Bukhdri(443 and 944) and by Muslim (892).
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‘Urwah reported that Aishah said, “The Messenger of Allah ]j] was sitting
and he heard some commotion and the voices of children, so he stood and
there was an Abyssinian woman prancing for some children around her.
The Messenger of Allah f| said, ‘O Aishah, get up and look.” So | got up
and placed my chin on the shoulder of the Messenger of Allah g] watching
her from between his shoulders and his head. Then he said to me, Are you
satisfied?’ | said, ‘N 0,’ so as to see my station with him (i.e. to see how he
would respond to her).”5
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Abu ‘Awanah reported on the authority of Abi Bishr that the Messenger of
Allah s|] and Abu Bakr passed by some Abyssinians who were playing while
saying:

25 Reported by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan (3691), and he graded it as hasan sabibgbarib
min badha al-wajb {hasan sahib which isgbarib (singular) in this way). [T] In Tubfat
al-Abwadbi (10/170), al-Mubarakfiuri states that it was also reported by lbn ‘Adi in
al-Kamil (3/51).
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O you guest knocking [on the door], you should have visited the
house o f‘Abd al-Dar,

Had you asked for their hospitality, they would have saved you the
hardship and hunger.
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In mention ofwords in the Qur’an which conform with the Abyssin-

ian language
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Abu al-Ahwas reported on the authority of Abu Musa [in regards to the
word “kiflayn” in the dyab,] (He will [then] give you a double portion
of His mercy}: This word means “difayn (two-fold)” and this is “kiflayn
according to the Abyssinian language.

iL-T Sje)l 'sdi J\ 36

Ibn Qutaybah said, ““Al-misbkdt’ is a word in the Abyssinian language
which refers to a small window.
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Sa‘ld ibn ‘lyad said, AHTisHk in the Abyssinian language refers to a
small window.”

jL i) Jjij 3N ~ o Aji 3n
bJi :ajanl

W akf said that ‘Umar ibn Abl Zaidah said, “I heard ‘Ikrimah say that {Taha}
in the Abyssinian language means: ‘Say, O man.”” %
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«I3 lil aadjAdl oUJu 3 1S Al iS-iU

Wakf said that Sa‘ldibn Jubayr reported upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas
that he said [in regards to the sty {Verily, the rising by night}, “Accord-
ing to the Abyssinian language this means, ‘I f he wills, he stands.””2'

ji 33-N M3 <d 317
Ibn Mas‘ud said, “It means ‘standing during the night [in prayer]’ in the
language o f the Abyssinians.”
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Al-Zajaj said, “*Rising by night’ means any part of the night.”
i\ ui 3is (jji j-~ihjji hi 3is iijiiui ~ »Ip b™i [rx]

26 Al-Suyutl said in Azbar al-"Urush (11/b), “This was reported by Ibn Abi Shaybah
in al-Aiusannafand Ibn Abl Hatim on the authority o f‘lkrimah, and al-Hakim in
al-Mustadrak on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas—who graded it assahib.”

27 See R af Sbdn al-Hubshdn (p. 62/b) and al-Suyutl said in Azbar al-*Urush (12/b),
“This was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas by Wakf, Said ibn Mansur, IbnJarir, Ibn Mundhir
and al-Bayhaqgl in al-Sunan.”
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Ibn ‘Abbas said, “{Indeed Ibrahim was awdhun and forbearing}28 "Al-
awdhun means ‘believer’ according to the Abyssinian language.”2

28 Al-Tawbah: 114

29 The author ofal-Tiraz al-Manqush (21/b and 22/a) said, “[In relation to the mat-
ter of exegetes citing words being found in other languages:] This does not mean that
these words are not Arabic i.e. that they are Habashih or Zanjlh, rather it is merely to
highlight that the words are present in those languages as well [...] This is because Allah
did not speak to the Prophet except in the tongue of the Quraysh, as explicitly stated
by Ibn al-Anbari.”
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In mention of what the Messenger of Allah 0 heard of the Abyssin-
ian language and how he was impressed
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Abl al-Zubayr reported upon the authority oflabir, “When the emigrants
of Abyssinia returned to the Messenger of Allah he said, ‘Would you
inform me of the most remarkable thing you witnessed in the land of Ab-

yssinia?’
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A youngster from amongst them stated, ‘O Messenger of Allah, whilst we
were sitting, an elderly woman from them passed by us and upon her head
was a qullah (container) of water which she was carrying. She passed by
a youngster from them, and he placed one of his hands between her two
shoulders and pushed her, thus she fell to her knees and the container broke.
When she stood back up she turned to him and stated, ‘You will know O
conniver when Allah H establishes the kursi and gathers the first of man-
kind and the last, when the hands and feet will unveil what they used to
earn, you will come to know my case and yours then.’

j tUjs 4u Cj-S s7p <d) ~
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Then the Messenger of Allah g said, ‘She spoke the truth. Why would

Allah sanctify a people when they do not make their weak safe from their
strong?”’d

30 Reported by Ibn Majah (2/1329). It states in al-Zawaid, “Its isnad (chain of nar-
ration) is hasan."
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Chapter Fourteen
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In mention of the Abyssinians being singled out for the call to the
prayer
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Abu Maryam al-Ansarl reported on the authority of Abl Hurayrah that he
said, “The Messenger of Allah %8 said, ‘Leadership is for the Quraysh, the
judiciary is for the Ansar, the call to prayer is for the Abyssinians and the
trust is amongst the Azd (i.e. the Yemenis).””3

31 Reported by al-Tirmidhi in al-Sunan, within the Chapter of Virtues, section of the
virtues of Yemen (9/421).
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Chapter Fifteen
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Those of whom it has been said that they were Prophets from
amongst black people
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From those whom it has been narrated that they were black and from the
Prophets is the prophet of Ashab al-’Ukhdud (the people ofal-’'Ukhdud).
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Ja‘faribn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl al-Ras’anl narrated in his Tdrikh (book of
history) with his isnad, (chain of narration) on the authority o f‘All ibn Abi
Talib, “The Prophet of Ashab al-’'Ukhdud3®was an Abyssinian.”3

\y\£ yS}] O : J> /)]

The scholars of tafsir have stated that the ones who burned were from the
Abyssinians.

Ul yup IS\ \\f y 3li
Wahb ibn al-Munabbih said, “They were twelve thousand in number.”
32 People of the Ditch, see Surah al-Buruj.

33 Al-Suyutl said in Azhar al-"Uriish (6/a), “This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim on
the authority o f*All
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Ibn al-Sa ib said, “They were seventy thousand in number.”
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The reason for their burning is found within that which we have reported
from ‘All ibn Abl Talib i©,, “One of the kings became intoxicated and ap-
proached his sister intimately. When he became sober, he said to her, ‘Woe
to you, what should we do to get out of this trouble?’ She replied, ‘Gather
your people and inform them that Allah has permitted marriage between
siblings, and then when this leaves the minds of the people and they forget,
address them regarding its forbiddance.” He did this and the people rejected
this from him, so he lashed his whip at them and uncovered his sword but
they still rejected him. Then he prepared a ditch for them and ignited a fire
within it, and those who opposed were thrown in it.””
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Section
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There is a difference ofopinion in regards to Dhu al-Qarnayn.
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‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr ibn Sa'id ibn al-Musayyib and al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim
said, “He was a Prophet.”
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We have reported on the authority o f'All ibn Abl Talib ~ that he said, “He
was a righteous servant from the early centuries from the descendants of
Yafith ibn Nuh.”31
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Jafar ibn Muhammad al-Ras’anl mentioned in his Tdrtkh upon the author-
ity of Ibrahim that ‘All ibn Abl Talib <$, said, “Dhu al-Qarnayn was black.”
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Abu al-Husayn al-Munadl said, “Dhu al-Qarnayn lived during Ibrahim al-
Khalll’s era and he passed away during that period.”3®
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In terms of him being called Dhu al-Qarnayn there are ten opinions regard-
ing why:
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34 See al-Biddyat wa al-Nibdyat of Ibn Kathlr (2/103).
35 This view was deemed as preponderant by Ibn Kathlr. See al-Biddyat wa al-Ni-
bdyat (2/103).
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One. He called his people to Allah H and they struck him upon his horn,
causing him to die. This time period passed and Allah $t resurrected him [in
another time period] and so he again called them to Allah and they struck
him on another horn, causing him to die. These are his two horns, and this
was stated by ‘All ibn Abi Talib.
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Two. He travelled to where the sun sets and to where it rises. This was re-
ported by Abu Salih on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas.3%
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Three. The sides of his head [had horns] made from copper.
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Four. He saw himselfin adream and it was as if he extended (i.e. fell) from
the sky to the earth and so he held onto the sun by its two horns. He subse-
guently informed his people about this and so he was named Dhu al-Qar-
nayn.

cyjdidy i dII &N

Five. He was king of both the Persians and Romans.
yijiiv Yz y ijIST A ryswaLm

Six. There was something on his head which resembled two horns.

36 This view was deemed as preponderant by Ibn Kathlr. See al-Biddyat wa al-Ni-
hayat (2/103-104).
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The latter four opinions were reported upon the authority of Wahb ibn
Munabbih.
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Seven. He had two braids o f hair. This was stated by al-Hasan. Ibn al-Anbari
said, “The Arabs intend through ‘dafiratay al-shaY: ‘two braids’ and ‘two
horns’.
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Eight. He was from a noble and eminent family on both sides.
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Nine. The people of two centuries during his time passed whilst he re-
mained living.
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Ten. He would travel during the darkness and the light.
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These latter three views were mentioned by Abu Ishaq al-Tha‘labi.
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Mujahid said, “The rulers ofthe earth were four, two ofthem were believers
and two o fthem were disbelievers. The believers were Sulayman ibn Dawud

(the Prophet o fAllah) and Dhu al-Qarnayn. The disbelievers were Namrud
and Bukhtu Nassar.
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Samak ibn Harb reported upon the authority of Habib ibn Hazim, “A man
stated to ‘All *%, ‘How did Dhu al-Qarnayn reach the east and the west?’

<jydl & -lauy d0-Q al 37®
‘All replied, ‘The clouds were subjected to him, the means were laid out for
him and the light accompanied him at all times (i.e. the day and the night

were the same for him).””
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Al-Hasan al-Basrl said, “Dhu al-Qarnayn rode amongst a million, he was
preceded by six hundred thousand, and he was followed by one hundred
thousand.’gAnd exalted is al-Hayy (the Everlasting), al-Bagl (the Ever Re-
maining).
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In mention of how he built the barrier
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37 See al-Biddyat wa al-Nibdyat of Ibn Kathlr (2/106).
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It was reported by Abu al-Husayn ibn al-Munadl, “When Dhu al-Qar-
nayn resolved to travel to the place where the sun rises he took the route
through Kabul, Hind and Tibet, and the kings greeted him with ornaments
and wealth. He reached a place where there were ruined fortresses o f which
some remained, and he was asked to help rebuild the ruins. So he went to do
this alongside some craftsmen, taking copper cauldrons, large pieces of iron
and iron trowels.
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He ordered his subjects to place each four pots upon a base the measure-
ment ofwhich its length was fifty cubits. Then he ordered the craftsmen to
smite the iron to produce iron bricks, and the length of each brick was one
and a half cubits, and the thickness was a hand-span. Thus, they built the
barrier and placed in the middle of it a great door of which there were two
panels—o f which each was fifty cubits—and upon it was a lock which was
approximately ten cubits. When the building of the barrier was completed,
fire was kindled upon it and so it set together as if it was a single stone.
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Abu Husayn ibn al-Munadl said that it reached him from Ibn Khurdadblh
upon the authority of Sallam al-Tarjaman, “When al-Wathiqg saw in a dream
that the barrier which Dhu al-Qarnayn had built opened, he dispatched a
message to me, ‘Observe this and bring me news regarding it.” He provid-
ed me with fifty men, five thousand dinars, and gave me my blood money
should | die in this journey, which was ten thousand dirhams, he ordered
me to give each man with me one thousand dirhams, and six months’ provi-
sions. He also provided me with two hundred mules to carry the provisions
and water. We embarked from [a town called] Surra Man Ra a (it has been
said that this refers to a city in Iraq) with a letter from al-Wathiq to Abl
Ishaq ibn Isma‘il from Armenia which detailed our duty. Ishag then wrote
a letter for us to [the leader known as] Sahib al-Sarlr (holder o f the throne),
he wrote for us to Lab, who wrote for us to Flla Nashah, who wrote for us to
Khazr, and we spent a day and a night with the king of Khazr. He then sent
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with us fifty guides and we embarked from him for twenty-five days, then
we reached the Black Land where there was a putrid smell. We had prepared
ourselves before entering it with perfume to smell, so as to combat the bad
smell. We marched ten days within there and then we reached ruined towns.
We marched for twenty-seven days there and we enquired about the towns,
and we were informed that they were the towns which Ya’juj and Ma’juj
use to descend into during the night and lay ruin to. Then we travelled to
some fortresses close to the mountain within which the barrier was present
in one of its passes. In these fortresses were a group of people who spoke
Arabic and Persian and they were Muslims who recited the Qur’an and they
had kuttab (schools for learning to read and write, and to learn the Qur an)
and masajid. They inquired from us, ‘From where did you come from?’ We
informed them that we were envoys sent by the Commander of the Faithful
and they became surprised at this, saying, ‘The Commander of the Faith-
ful?” We replied affirmatively and they said, ‘Is he a shaykh (i.e. mature in
age) or is he ayouth?’ We replied, ‘He isayouth.’ They stated, ‘Where is he
situated?’ We replied, ‘He is in Irag in a town known as Surra Man Raa.’
They said, ‘We have never heard of this before.’
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After this, we embarked to a mountain which was smooth and bereft of
plantation. There was a mountain cut with a valley which was one hun-
dred and fifty cubits wide, there were two posts built following the mount,
one on each side of the valley and the width of each post was twenty-five
cubits—from underneath it ten cubits were visible outside the door.
There was building work upon it constructed from bricks of iron which
was covered by copper, the depth of which was fifty cubits. Between the
posts there was an iron hinged flat section—the length of which was one
hundred and twenty cubits—which was built over the two posts, the meas-
urement of each side on each post was ten cubits in length by five cubits
in width. Above the hinged flat section was a construction made from the
iron which was covered by the copper, and it ascended to the highest point
of the mountain—going as far as the eye could see. Above this was a bal-
cony constructed of iron, and upon each balcony were two horns—each
bent towards its counterpart. There was a door made of iron upon which
there were two closed panels, each being fifty cubits wide and fifty cubits
high. Their supports were round and similar in size to the hinged flat section
and upon the door was a lock—the length ofwhich was nine cubits and its
thickness was one cubit. The height of the lock from the ground was twen-
ty-five cubits. Five cubits above this lock there was a fastening which was
longer than the lock, and the measurement of each was two cubits. Upon
the fastening there was a hanging key which was one and a halfcubits long
and which had twelve small slots,Bthe size ofeach being equal to afarsakh,

38 This is a Farsi word.
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the largest of all mortars hinged in a chain that was eight cubits in length
and the distance around a circle-shaped pot was four hand spans. The ring
through which the chain was placed was similar to the ring of the catapult,
and the doorstep was ten cubits by one hundred cubits excluding the area
underneath the two posts, but only five cubits of it was visible. All of these
measurements are based upon the black cubit measurement (i.e. one black
cubit equals 26.33 finger lengths).
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Every Friday, the head of this fortress would ride with ten horsemen and
every horseman would carry an iron hammer—each one being one hundred
and fifty mannan (an old measurement). The lock was hit with these ham-
mers on a number of occasions during each day so that those behind the
door would hear the sound, and so that they would know that it was being
guarded, and so that the ones [on this side] would know that the door had
not been tampered by them. When our companions would strike the lock,
they would place their ears against it so as to hear the echoing voices. Close
to this location there was a large fortress which was tenfarsakhs by ten far-
sakbs, divided into one hundred farsakhs. Next to the door there were two
fortresses, each of which was two hundred cubits by two hundred cubits,
and in front of their doors there were two trees, and there was a spring of
fresh water between the two fortresses. In one of the fortresses were the tools
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used to construct the barrier, including the iron cauldrons and the trowels.
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[There were stones to hold up the cauldrons] and upon each stone there
were four cauldrons, similar to soap pots. In this location we found the re-
mainder of the bricks and they had conjoined together due to rust. Each of
them was one and a halfcubits with the thickness of a hand-span. We asked
those present if they had seen anyone from Yajuj and Ma’juj. They men-
tioned that they had seen them on a few occasions on the roofbut they were
blown back by the black wind. The size of each individual from them from
the distance they viewed them was one and a half hand-spans.”
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Sallam al-Tarjaman continued, “When we exited from there, the guides took
us towards the direction of Khurasan and we marched towards it until we
were sevenfarsakhs behind Samargand. The inhabitants of the fortresses
had provided us with sufficient provisions. Then we went to ‘Abdullah ibn
Tahir.” Sallam said, “He gave me ten thousand dirhams, and he provided
each ofthe men accompanying me with five hundred dirhams. He allocated
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each horseman with five dirhams and three dirhams to those on foot for
each day until we reached the city of al-Ray. We returned to Surra Man Raa
twenty-eight months after we left.”
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Ibn Khurdadhbih said, “Sallam al-Tarjaman narrated this story to me in
a general manner, and then he dictated to me that which he wrote for al-
Wathiqg.”
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‘Ata narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that Dhu al-Qarnayn met
Ibrahim al-Khalll in Makkah, and he greeted him and embraced him.
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Another narration states that he heard about Ibrahim and so he dismount-
ed and walked to him. He said, “Indeed | would not ride a mount within a
city wherein Ibrahim is located.”®
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39 This narration and the one before it were mentioned by Ibn Kathlr in al-Biddyat
wa al-Nibdyah (2/103).
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It was reported by the great fable-tellers that Dhu al-Qarnayn ordered the
construction of many cities. Amongst them were al-Dahrasiyyah, Juhudan,
Sayral, Burj al-Hijarah and then when he reached al-Hind he constructed
the city Sarandlb, and a great soothsayer stated to him, “You will not die
except upon aground made ofiron and [under] a sky made ofwood.” Dhu
al-Qarnayn would bury treasure in every land [he visited], and he would re-
cord it alongside the amount. When he reached Babylon, he suffered from a
nose bleed and subsequently fell from the animal he was riding. His armour
was opened for him and he slept upon it. He became annoyed by the sun
and so those around him provided him with shade with a shield. It was after
seeing this that he noted, “This is the ground made ofiron and the sky made
ofwood,” and he ascertained that he was to die. So, he died and he was one
thousand six hundred years old.
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The author said: They differed in regards to Lugman, however the ma-
jority are of the view that he was a wise man and not a prophet.Z0
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Sa'ld ibn al-Musayyib asserted, “He was a prophet.”
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40 See al-Bidayat wa al-Nibayah (2/123).
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Ibn Ishaq said, “Lugman was black.” Others said, “He was an Abyssinian
and he was the slave of a bleacher from the tribe of Israel who purchased
him for thirty dinars.” [And they said,] “One day his master ordered him to
slaughter a sheep with the instruction to remove its best two parts, and so he
removed its tongue and heart. After some time, his master said, ‘Slaughter
a sheep for us and take out the vilest of its parts.” So, he removed its tongue
and heart from it. Upon this his master said, ‘Explain this.” He replied,
‘There is nothing in the sheep better than its heart and tongue (if they are
sound), and there is nothing viler than them (if they are vile). Likewise, is
the case for the descendants of Adam, there is nothing better than his heart
and tongue, and nothing worse than them if they are vile.””
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Al-Hasan said, “Lugman detached himselffrom the people and he resided

between al-Ramlah and Bayt al-Maqdis, not mixing with their people.”
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Sa'ld ibn 'Amir reported upon the authority of Hasan ibnJa'far, “Lugman
al-Habashl was the slave of a man who took him to the marketplace so as
to sell him.” He continued, “Whenever someone came to purchase him,
Lugman would say to him, ‘What would you make me do?” The reply
would be, ‘I would make you do such and such.” Lugman would thus say, ‘I
request that you do not purchase.” This was the case until a man came and
was asked, ‘What would you make me do?’ His reply was, ‘I would utilise
you as a gatekeeper of my door.” So, he said, ‘Purchase me,” and the man
took him to his home.” He said, “His master had three daughters who were
promiscuous in the village. Once when the master desired to go to his farm,
he said, ‘I have provided them with their food and that which they need, so
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when | leave, lock the door and sit behind it. Do not open it until | return.””
He continued, “The daughters came out to the door as they would nor-
mally do so and they said to him, ‘Open the door.” He refused and so they
caused him injury. He washed the blood and sat in his place until his master
returned. He did not inform him of what took place. His master left again
and said to him, ‘I have provided them with their needs so do not open the
door for them.” When he left, they again went to him and demanded the
door to be opened. He resisted and so they caused him injury and returned
back. He sat in his place whilst crying. However, when his master returned,
he did not inform him of anything.” He continued, “The eldest of them
said, ‘How is it that this Abyssinian slave is superior in obedience to Allah
than me? By Allah | will repent.” And so she repented. The youngest of
them stated, ‘How is it that this Abyssinian slave and [my] elder [sister] can
be superior in obedience to Allah than me? By Allah | will repent.” And
so she repented. The middle one said, ‘How is it that these two and this
Abyssinian slave can be superior in obedience to Allah than me? By Allah |
will repent.” He continued, “The sinful of the village [saw this] and stated,
‘How is it that this Abyssinian and the daughters of this individual can be
superior in obedience to Allah H than us. We will repent to Allah, and be-
come the devout worshippers in the village.””

Al il 31 ] A 3N i liLil [tx]
i st s Ul Ayul A~ il 3N 15 s
21 XP i Jli A AN E Jujiiil J-pUdI il
<ui>Ujl 431 aUapl jj jIS'] lilp jiff jUJd jlI X >Uj

i -il riy JI1S) illiL Jfrd ja y ¥ 515
0 O B>  gIA 4% OV tap Jib
dii jloar yaa  Msiljlas AL oAUl yy ‘Grds v
Jlii JUi e oMi SIN AT Ju.4 a
>~ 088S j33 Jli clsjj A~ Jli Ol B Ljsiiil

101



Tanwiru ‘I-Ghabashifi Fadli ‘s-Sudani wa ‘I-Habaslii

ISN ~rN~ Ct4 N3 o'-*-" P M
ilpli t<up ?2ILp- L iMjl c37 - 3Nji4i*r U
Uj Jli [anj-U] ijalp dJJ Jiii rad Jlii thy-U 3lpU c<p
LSMAG? u 4 Is? ~ HIri® N33~ m 3N 2y
LS>—+*LJI ©s- Jp~-1 :3 JILi t~uivall lioL)d Jjil~ Ajli X»J31 j1 /$31
IL» -ti [dJJi] M 4ju U pjpil
<) NHL>- L) &e C~Uai -ti 4jl JFE ta

UcN JUi UJINNMIIMNN DN U «gpil i*-* :3 37~ cNjlsyio
<uspli :Jli ,<u_s<i?q NJan-1 Jikp Jli c-UlJl (r-~-li 2Ji tAubwvidl »

I <onSli TaSAi

‘Abdullah ibn Ziyad reported upon the authority of Makhul, “Lugman
was a black slave, and Allah bestowed him with wisdom. He was owned by
a man from Ban! Israel who brought him with thirty mithqdl and a half.
His master would play backgammon and place wagers upon it, and there
was a river that flowed near his door. One day he was playing backgammon
with a wager set that the loser drinks all of the water in the river or he pays
a ransom. Lugman’s master was defeated and it was said to him, ‘Drink
that which is in the river or pay a ransom.” He replied, ‘Inform me of the
ransom.” The man said, ‘I will remove your eyes and take everything you
own.’ His master stated, ‘Give me arespite ofaday [to think]’ and he agreed
to this. He thus became despondent and sad. Lugman entered upon him
whilst carrying a bundle of firewood upon his back. He greeted him and
put down the load he was carrying, then he said to his master, ‘Why is it
that | see you so, despondent and sad? His master turned away from him.
He repeated his question and his master turned away again. This took place
a third time and so Lugman stated to him, ‘Inform me and maybe | can
find for you a positive outcome.” His master then said to him, ‘What is your
solution?’ He replied, ‘If the man tells you to drink the water in the river,
say, ‘I will drink the water which is between the river banks or its length.’ I f
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he tells you to drink the water between the banks, say to him, ‘Confine the
water of the length until | drink what is between the banks.” The man will
not be able to do this so you will free yourself from your liability to him.’
The master realised he was right and so he became pleased. When the man
[who won the backgammon game] arrived on the next morning he said,
‘Now, fulfil the terms we have agreed on.” The master of Lugman replied,
‘Yes, shall | drink that which is between the banks or the length?’ The man
replied, ‘That which is between the banks.” So he said, ‘So confine the length
for me.” The man replied, ‘How will | be able to do this?” And the master
gained respite through this.” He continued, “Thus his master emancipated
him and Allah blessed him.”
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He used to visit Dawud, taking wisdom from him and he did this for a year.
[On one occasion] Dawud was crafting armour and Lugman did not ask
regarding this until he had completed it, and neither did Dawud inform
him until he had finished. Then Dawud put it on, and when he saw this he
said, “Silence is wisdom.”
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Al-Qurashl said: We were informed by Khalid ibn al-Nadr upon the au-
thority of Makhul, “The first occasion upon which Dawud heard a wise
statement from Lugman was when he witnessed people debating whilst
Lugman remained silent. So Dawud said to him, ‘Why do you not speak
like the rest?’ He replied, ‘There is no good in speech except the mention of
Allah and neither is there good in silence except in pondering about the res-
urrection. A religious person contemplates [about his hereafter] and thus
he becomes overwhelmed with serenity. He is thankful and so he has hu-
mility, he is content, so he is sufficed, and he is pleased [with his affair] so he
does not live in a state o f distress. He is detached from this world and so he
escapes from its evil, denying his desires and so he becomes free. He secludes
himself, and so he is protected from worries, and he drives off envy, so love
is displayed [for him.] He is ofexcellent mind and adept at foreseeing conse-
guences, so he is safe from regret thereafter. The people are at ease with him
whilst he is tirelessly focusing on himself(i.e. he keeps pushing himselfto do
better every day as he does not find a limit to improvement).” Dawud said,
‘You have spoke the truth O Lugman.’ He admired Lugman and his rep-
utation for wisdom became widespread. After this the people would con-
gregate around him to take knowledge from him and to hear his wisdom.”
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Al-Qurashl said: It was reported to us by Ibn Sam‘an upon the authority of
Zayd ibn Aslam, “When Lugman’s wisdom became apparent to the people,
one of the great men from Ban! Israll came to him and said, ‘O Lugman,
were you not a Nubian slave?’ He replied affirmatively. So, the man said, ‘So
how did you attain this level?’ He replied, ‘Through truthfulness in speech
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and leaving that which does not benefit me.””
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Al-Qurashl said: Ibn Sam an reported upon the authority of Makhul, upon
the authority of Ka‘b. “Lugman stated to his son, ‘O my son, this world
is like a wide sea within which many people have drowned. If you make
your ship within it imdn (faith) in Allah, tawakkul (reliance) on Allah as its
sail, tagwd (God-consciousness) as your provision, then your success will
be through the mercy of Allah and your destruction will be through your
sins.
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He said: ‘Uthman ibn ‘Ata reported upon the authority of his father that
Lugman stated to his son, “O my son, take little from this world, and do not
jostle for its delights. For indeed a little from them will suffice you. The best
of knowledge is the beneficial. O my son, know that the most knowledgea-
ble of people are those from them with the most humility.”

<.Ja 3w ajjdas- dJ od-d o' Jfh n J'ij 3
dj'j iJ$ Ljif- j-d b :3u d caj' b :ad' al Jlii
‘Js* Adii'jj uyS' tAi->w §Qj
J] <di Jd-U thip A ji tAdI £1' Jd- olli-la>Jis j  di
od p jd

105



Tanwiru 'lI-Ghabashifi Fadli 's-Sudani wa ‘lI-Habashi

Al-Qurashl said: Ibrahim ibn Adham said, “It reached me that Lugman,
when he was close to death, began to cry. His son asked him, ‘0 father, what
causes you to cry?’ He replied, ‘O my son, it is not for the world that | cry,
rather | am crying because of the journey | will have to embark upon. It is
a lengthy toil, [akin to an] endless wilderness, an insurmountable obstacle,
with little provisions and a burdensome load. | do not know whether this
load will be lifted when | reach my destination, or whether it will remain
upon me whilst I am driven to hell with it.” Then he died.”
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Al-Qurashl said, “It reached me that the grave of Lugman was between the
masjid of Ramlah and where the market stands today. The graves o f seventy
prophets are there,”1all o fthem died after Lugman and they all died during
a single day due to starvation. They had been driven to Ramlah by Banu
Israll and were barricaded [within the city] by them. Thus, they all passed
away
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The author said: Just as people utilise Lugman as a paragon ofwisdom, they
utilise ‘Abud as a paragon of [heavy] sleeping. ‘Abud was a black man and

41 There isno established location for agrave ofaprophet exceptour Prophet This

was stated by Ibn al-jawzl and al-Qarlin al-Asraral-M arftiah.
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a gatherer of firewood. On one occasion he spent an entire week gathering
firewood without sleeping, then he left and slept for a week. Thus he was
used as an example of a heavy sleeper.
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Al-Shargl ibn Qataml said, ““Abud feigned death to his people. He said,
‘Mourn me so that | can see how you would do so if | passed.” Thus, they
covered him with a sheet and started to mourn him, but then noticed that
death had subsequently struck him.”
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In mention of the major kings of the Habash
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Their master was the Najashl to whom the Companions emigrated to his
land, to whom the Messenger of Allah §8>wrote to and that accepted Islam.

The kings of Abysinnia were all named as the Najashl (Negus), just as the
kings of Persia were all named as the Kisra (Khosrow).

Ajlslp JLy*j ;@>x

Ibn Ishaqg said, “The name of al-Najashi is Ashamah. This corresponds to
Atiyyah (gift) in Arabic.”2

42 [T] The following quote has been paraphrased. Al-Suyutl said in RafShdn al-Hub-
shan (p. 88), “There are eight different views on his name. [The above] -ujw| is the
famous view and which is found in the Sahib. The other variations are: (ii) as
narrated by al-Qadl ‘lyyad, (iii) o«w>, as narrated by Ibn Abl Shaybah in his Musnad,
(iv) iw>h as narrated by al-Rafi‘l in Sharh al-Musnad, (v) ux”~ ., as narrated by al-
Hakim in al-Mustadrak upon the authority of Ibn Shihab, (vi) as narrated by
al-Isma I, (vii) as narrated by al-Kirmanl in Sharh al-Bukhari, and (viii) J
jJ, as narrated by al-Zarkashl upon the authority of Mugqgatil.”
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Ibn Qutaybah said, “Al-Najashl is a name designated for a king, similar to
the terms Hirqgil and Qaysar.” He continued, “I am not aware whether this
word is an Arabic word or whether it is a word between which there is con-
cordance in the Arabic language with another language. [Analysis of the
word linguistically:] al-najdshi means al-najish, and al-najsh means to in-
cite something, e.g. the person who [incites a potential buyer during the
course of pre-sale negotiations or who builds hype] through insincere bid-
ding is called a ndjish or a najjash.”43

ZI*N\ y 3yyj y I 3~
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lbn Ishaq said, “The Messenger of Allah $ sent Amr ibn Umayyah to
al-Najashl. With him was sent the following letter:
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43 Al-Suyutl quotes al-Muhib al-Tabari in R af Shan al-Hubshdn (pp. 88-89/a),
“[Al-Najashl] isa title used for every king of the Abysinnians, just as the Khallfah of the
Muslims is termed as Amir al-Mu’minln, the king of the Romans is termed as Qaysar,
the king of the Turks is termed as Khaqgan, the king of the Persians is termed as Kisra,
the king of the Coptics is termed as Firawn, the king of the Egyptians is termed as al-
‘Azlz, the king ofthe Yemenis is termed as Tubba‘, the king of the Himyarite Kingdom
is termed as al-Qayl, the king ofal-Hind is termed as Yas‘ud, the king of the Sabeans is
termed as al-Nimrud and the king of the Berbers isJaloot.”
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e ((cSV' j*
‘In the name of Allah, al-Rahman, al-Rahim. From Muhammad, the Mes-
senger of Allah, to al-Najashi, king of Abyssinia. | praise Allah, the King, the
Pure, the Perfect, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer. | bear witness that ‘Isa
ibn Maryam is the spirit of Allah and His word which He placed into Mar-
yam, the virgin maiden, thus she bore ‘Isa. | call you to Allah alone without
any partner [to Him,] and to follow me and believe in that which has been
revealed to me, for | am the Messenger of Allah. | have sent my cousin Ja‘far
to you with a party of Muslims. Peace be upon those who follow the [true]
guidance.’

d* &\ Jb -1t jp; J\

Al-Najashi wrote back to the Messenger of Allah ~ stating:

N oLplL)4dr &
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2aj15%j d | djdp Jiaji U jl -tr-dl
‘In the name of Allah, al-Rahman, al-Rahim, to Muhammad from

al-Najashi. Peace be upon you O Prophet, and [upon you] be the mercy and
blessings of Allah, the one Whom besides there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped and Whom guided me towards Islam. To proceed: Your letter
reached me O Messenger of Allah, and that which you mentioned in regards
to ‘Isa—by the Lord of the heavens and the earth—‘Isa ibn Maryam is
not more than what you stated by acupule. Indeed, he is as you have stated.
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We were already aware of that which you have presented to us, and your
cousin and his companions have reached us. | bear witness that you are the
Messenger of Allah, | have given bay'ah (the pledge o fallegiance) to you and
to your cousin, and | have accepted Islam, submitting to Allah, the Lord of
the worlds. | have despatched my son to you, and if you wish me to come
to you then | will do so, O Messenger of Allah. | testify that what you state
is the truth. May peace be upon you and the mercy and blessing of Allah.””

[aul”™ ~i] ~ [Al A i JS
N)j&

Ibn Ishaq said, “It was mentioned to me that he despatched his son with
sixty Abyssinians in a vessel and they drowned.”
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Al-Wagqidi stated upon the authority of his shaykhs, “The first messenger
sent by the Messenger of Allah ~ to al-Najashi was ‘Amr ibn Umayyah. He
wrote two letters to al-Najashi, calling to him in one of them towards Islam
and citing the Quran. Al-Najashi took the letter and placed it before his
eyes, descended from his chair and sat upon the ground in modesty. Then
he accepted Islam and testified the testification of truth. He said, ‘If it was
possible for me to go to him then | would do so.” Then he wrote to the Mes-
senger o f Allah with his response and to attest his Islam.
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In the other letter, he ordered him to conduct his marriage to Umm
Habibah bint Abl Sufyan—who had emigrated to Abyssinia with her hus-
band (‘Ubaydallah ibn Jahsh, who became a Christian there)—and he also

ordered him in this letter to return his companions who were with him and
provide them with what they needed for the trip. And he actioned this.”

c--j o' ~ S*

G o4an

In mention ofthe request ofthe Messenger of Allah % to al-Najashl to give
his marriage proposal to Umm Habibah bint Abl Sufyan ibn Harb:

. 5~ 0--P Lp-jj 171 of-y>- 03 0lIS
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Umm Habibah had emigrated to the land of Abyssinia with her husband
‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh, he had became a Christian there, whilst she remained
a Muslim.
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Isma‘llibn ‘Amr ibn Sa'ld ibn al- ‘As reported upon the authority of Umm
Habibah, “I saw in my sleep as if my husband ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh had the
vilest and most deformed form. Thus, | became frightened and said, ‘Allah
has altered his hdl (state).” Then in the morning he stated to me, ‘O Umm
Habibah, | pondered in regards to religion and did not see a religion better
than Christianity, thus | took it as my religion and then | entered the religion
of Muhammad. Now | have returned back to Christianity.’ | said, ‘By Allah
there is no good for you [in it.]’ Then | informed him ofwhat | saw during
my sleep but he did not pay heed to it. He took to alcohol until [the time]
he died. Then | saw him during my sleep as if he came to me whilst saying,
‘O Umm al-Mu’minin (Mother of the Believers).” | became frightened and
interpreted it to mean that the Messenger of Allah ™ would marry me.”
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She continued, “Once my iddah (waiting) period had finished, an envoy
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of al-Najashi had come and was seeking permission to enter. It was a slave
girl of his named Abrahah, who was charged with his oiling and clothing.
She entered [my room] and stated, ‘The king states to you that the Messen-
ger of Allah wrote to him to propose marriage to you.’ | said, ‘May Allah
cause you happiness through this good [news.]’ The king said, ‘Appoint
a representative for your marriage.” So | sent a message to Sa'id ibn al-‘As
and he was appointed as my representative. | gifted Abrahah two bracelets
made from silver, and two anklets | wore, and silver rings worn upon my
toes due to the happiness | felt due to this good news. When evening fell,
al-Najashi ordered [the presence of] Ja‘far ibn Abl Talib and the Muslims
who remained there and so they attended. Al-Najashi ~ delivered a speech
stating, ‘All praise be to Allah, the King, the Most Holy, the Provider of
Peace, the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver, the Almighty, the Compeller. |
testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except Allah and
that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, and that he is the one whom
‘Isa ibn Maryam gave glad tidings ofsg]. To proceed:

J Al-i- r! s on
tillp AL Lji-Cvsl Jij call Ml i A1 tjillaA

0
iC>A ,* Nk

The Messenger of Allah §8 wrote to me [requesting] that | conduct his
marriage to Umm Hablbah bint Abl Sufyan. Thus, | have acceded to the
request of the Messenger of Allah and he gave her a dowry of four hundred
dinars.” Then he poured forth the dinars in front of the people.

Ilp jji iL-ji 4 k4 4n
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Khalid ibn Said said, ‘All praise be to Allah, | praise Him, seek His aid
and forgiveness. | bear witness that there is no deity worthy of being wor-
shipped except Allah and that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, He
sent him with the guidance and the true religion for him to make it prevail
over all other religions, even if the polytheists detest it. To proceed: | ac-
cede to that which the Messenger of Allah has requested and | marry him
to Umm Habibah bint Abl Sufyan. May Allah bless the Messenger of Allah

"Then al-Najashi gave the dinars to Khalid ibn Sa'ld who accepted them.
Then the attendants wished to stand up [so as to leave,] but al-Najashi stat-
ed to them, ‘Sit, for the Sunnah of the Prophets is that when they get mar-
ried, food is eaten [in celebration of the marriage.]’ So, he called for some
food to be served and they ate and then dispersed.”
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Umm Habibah said, “When the money reached me | requested the pres-
ence of Abrahah who brought be the good news. | said to her, ‘Indeed |
gave you what | had on a day upon wherein there was no money in my
possession. Here are fifty dinars, take them and utilise them. She refused
and took out a bag in which there was all that I gave to her. She returned
everything to me and said, ‘I have been strictly ordered by the king that | do
not take anything, and | am the one charged with his clothing and oiling. |
have come to follow the religion of Muhammd the Messenger o f Allah, and
have submitted to Allah the Lord ofthe worlds. Furthermore, the king has
ordered the women to send to you everything they possess from perfume.’”
She continued, “During the next day she came to me with ud, wars, ‘anbar
and an abundance of fragrance. | brought all of this when | came to the
Messenger of Allah He used to see them upon me and with me but he
did not rebuke this. Then Abrahah stated, ‘My requirement from you is
that you convey mysalam to the Messenger of Allah |j] and that you inform
him that | am a follower of his religion.”” She said, “She was the one who
prepared me [for the journey back,] and each time she entered my presence
she would say, ‘Do not forget my need.” Thus when | came to the Messenger
of Allah I informed him in regards to the speech and also regarding how
Abrahah treated me. He became happy at this, and | conveyed her salam
to him, to which he replied, ‘And peace be upon her, and the mercy and
blessing of Allah.””4

[~]] ~non

‘Abdullah ibn Abl Bakr ibn Hazm said, “This occurred during the seventh
year.”

43| n

Al-Zuhr! said, “Al-Najashl provided her with provisions and sent with her
Shurhabll ibn Hasanhah. When Abu Sufyan came to know of the Messen-
ger of Allah’s marriage to Umm Habibah he said, ‘He is indeed an honour-

44 Reported by Ibn Sa‘'d in Tabaqdtal-Kubrd (77).
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able man who is highly esteemed and generous.’”
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Al-Zuhri said, “When Abu Sufyan ibn Harb entered Madlnah, he went to
the Messenger of Allah sg] and addressed him in regards to an extension of
the Treaty of Hudayblyah. However, the Messenger of Allah ‘H did not
accept this. So, he went to his daughter Umm Habibah. When he was about
to sit upon the carpet of the Prophet |8>she took it and folded it. He stated,
‘O daughter, do you covet this carpet over me, or vice versa?’ She replied,
‘Indeed this is the carpet ofthe Messenger of Allah  You are a person who
is impure [spiritually] and a polytheist.” He stated, ‘O daughter, verily you
have been stricken with evil after you left me.””
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A’lshah i said, “Umm Habibah called for me when she was in the throes
of death and she said, ‘We both had [frictions which often] occur between
co-wives, so | ask Allah to forgive me and you.”” She (‘A’lshah) said, “May
Allah forgive you for everything therein and overlook [your sins] and ab-
solve you from that.” “She said, ‘You have brought me happiness, may Allah
reciprocate for you happiness.” She then sent for Umm Salamah and stat-
ed something similar to her. She passed away in the year forty-four during
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Mu'awiyah’s caliphate.”

callp

In mention ofthe Messenger of Allah sH informing the people of the death

ofal-Najashl and his performance of the funeral prayer for him:

Al-Najashl passed away during the month of Rajab in the ninth year after
the hijrah.
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Sa‘ld ibn al-Musayyib reported upon the authority of Abl Hurayrah, “The
Messenger of Allah ~ announced the passing of al-Najashl on the day
wherein he died. Thus, he went out to the musalld (a place of the prayer
besides the masjid) and ordered his Companions to stand in rows behind
him. He [performed the funeral prayer for him,] making the takbir {Alldhu
akbar) on him four times.”%
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Alshah *& said, “When al-Najashl passed away, we were told that a light

45 Al-Suyutl stated in Azbar al-"Urusb (p. 17/a), “This was reported by Malik, al-
Shafi‘l, al-Bukharl, Muslim, Abu Dawud and al-Nasal.”
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remained showing upon his grave.”46

- a 9

In mention of one of the major Abyssinian kings
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Ibrahim ibn ‘Isa ibn AblJa'far al-Mansur said, “I heard my uncle, Sulayman
ibn Ablja‘far say, ‘I was standing with al-Mansur one night when Isma‘ll
ibn ‘All, Salih ibn ‘All Sulayman ibn ‘All and ‘Isa ibn ‘All were with him.
They were recalling the collapse of the kingdom of the Umayyads, what
‘Abdullah did to them, and how he fought some from them in the river of
Abl Futrus.
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Al-Mansur stated, ‘Is it not possible that we can be considerate with them so
that they see from our reign what we saw from theirs, and that they ask from

46 Al-Suyutl said inAzhdral-"Urusb (p. 17/b), “This was reported by Abu Dawud.” [T]
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-‘Abbad said in his commentary upon this report (255/11)
that itisamawqufnarration of‘Alshah and not marfu’(raised) to the Prophet g|. Her
statement indicates that this news reached them or its occurrence was a rumour. Proof
supporting it has not been established and al-Albanl graded it as da "if. [End]
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us what we used to ask from them. For—indeed—they lived in fortunate
circumstances and died in poverty.’
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Then Isma‘il ibn ‘All stated to him, ‘O Commander of the Faithful,
‘Ubaydullah ibn Marwan ibn Muhammad is currently incarcerated by you,
and he had a strange story [concerning his interaction] with the Nubian
king. So, send for him and ask him.’

.8 "Js- U :34

He stated, ‘O Musayyib, bring him before me.’
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Then ayouthful man was brought forth, he was constricted by heavy chains
and heavy shackles on his feet, and the like upon his hands. He said, ‘Peace
be upon you O Commander of the Faithful, and Allah’s mercy and bless-
ings.’

dJi-b dAy i j3j et @B\ XyS U :3li»

He (i.e. al-Mansur) said, ‘O ‘Ubaydullah, replying to your greeting of peace
shall assure your safety and | do not find myselfyet inclined towards giving
you protection, but you may sit.’
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So, they brought a cushion, it was folded and he sat upon it. Then he said
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to him, ‘I have come to know that you have a strange story concerning the
Nubian king. What is it?’

Jij ~jjut sip JdiN v A A wg A
frudi allip v_ -ky t3s¢h j/* =< £X 0 i3jd's x]\

o liji
He replied, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, I am not—and | swear on this
by the One who honoured you with the Caliphate—capable of breathing
due to the heaviness of the iron. My chain has become rusty due to me uri-

nating upon it, and due to water being poured upon it during the times of
prayer.’
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He said, ‘O Musayyib, remove the iron from him.’
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He then said, ‘That isright O Commander of the Faithful, when ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘All headed towards us, | was the one sought within the group as | was
to have the rule after my father. So | entered his treasury and took ten thou-
sand dinars. Then I called ten individuals from my young slaves and gave
them each a ride, and to each of them | gave one thousand dinars. | also
loaded five mules and tied to my waist some valuable jewels and one thou-
sand dinars. | then fled to the land of Nubia. | proceeded through it for
three days, and then | reached a town called Kharab. | ordered my slaves to
stop there and clean the area and so they went to it, and they swept the dirt
from it, then they laid some carpets down. | then called one of the slaves in
whom | could put trust in his intelligence, and | said to him, ‘Go to the king,
convey to him my greetings and take from him a guarantee of safety. Also
purchase provisions for me.” He continued, ‘So he went and he was delayed
[to the extent that] | started to have bad thoughts. Then he returned and he
was accompanied by another man. When he entered, he bowed to me, then
he sat before me and said, ‘The king sent his greetings to you and asks you,
‘Who are you? What brings you to my land? Are you antagonistic to me,
seeking to change your religion to the religion | am upon or seeking asylum
with me?”
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| said, ‘Reciprocate my greetings to him, and say: As for me being antagonis-
tic to you then | seek refuge in Allah. As for me wishing to change to your
religion then | do not seek a substitute for my religion. As for seeking refuge
with you, then yes [l do so].” He continued, ‘He left and then returned to
me, stating, ‘The king sends his greetings to you and says, ‘| am coming to
you tomorrow, so do not do anything and do not take any provisions as they
will be sent to you and your needs will be provided.”
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I received the provisions and | ordered my slaves to lay all the carpets, and
| ordered them to lay one carpet for him and the like for me. On the next
day | awaited his arrival when one of my slaves came and stated that the king
had come. | stood between two balconies of the palace to see him. | saw a
man wearing two garments, wearing one as a lower garment and the other
as an upper garment. He was walking barefoot with ten companions who
were armed, three preceded him and seven followed him, and | viewed him
disparagingly, when | saw his lowly state it was to the extent that | thought
to kill him. When he began to draw close to the abode, | saw a great crowd.
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So, | asked what this was, and it was said, ‘It is horses drawing close O Com -

mander of the Faithful, approximately ten thousand horses with their rid-
ers.’
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The horses arrived at the abode at the time that the man entered, and as he
entered, they had encircled it. When he looked at me, he said to his trans-
lator, ‘Where is this man?’ The translator beckoned with his head towards
me. Then he looked at me again and so | rushed to embrace him, but he was
too humble to accept it so he took my hand, kissed it and placed it against
his chest. He began to remove the carpets with his foot, rolling up the car-
pet—1 thought that they considered this too luxurious to walk upon—until
he reached the cushions where he and | were supposed to sit. Then | stated
to his translator, ‘Subhdnallah, why does he not sit upon the place specially
prepared for him [to sit upon.]’
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He replied, ‘I am a king, and it is incumbent upon every king to show hu-
mility to Allah H who raised him in rank.” Then he stuck his finger in the
sand for quite some time, and he then raised his head and stated to me,

‘How is it that your people were deprived of leadership when you are the
closest people to your Prophet?’
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I replied, ‘A group of people arose who were closer in proximity to the
Prophet  than us, they robbed us, slaughtered us and expelled us. Thus, |
fled to you, seeking aid firstly with Allah  and then with you.’
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He said, ‘Did you people drink alcohol though itis prohibited in your book?’
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I replied, ‘This was done by the slaves, followers and foreigners who entered
our lands and they did it without our permission.’
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He said, ‘Do you not sit on silk cloth when you mount your rides, and have
your horses decorated with gold and silver though this is forbidden for you?’
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| replied, ‘This was done by the slaves, followers and foreigners who entered
our kingdom.’
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He said, ‘Why is it that when you would go hunting you would place force
upon the villages, imposing upon their people that which they could not
bear with severe beatings? Furthermore, you would not be satisfied until
you walked over their crops and damaged them in seeking a duraj (a type
of bird)—worth half a dirham—or a bird of no value, and this is despite
damaging [property] being prohibited in your religion.’

e

| said, ‘This was done by the slaves and followers.’
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He said, ‘Nay, rather you made lawful that which Allah made unlawful, and
you performed that which He prohibited. Thus, He took your honour from
you and adorned you with abjectness. And [it may be that] Allah’s course
for you has not yet reached its end point, and | fear that a punishment is to
befall you if you were among the transgressors, and it will consequently fall
upon me as well. This is because when punishment descends it is wide and
encompassing. | order you to leave after three [days,] and if | find you here

after [this time limit] indeed | will take all of your possessions and kill you
alongside your entire party.’
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He then leapt up and left. | remained there for three days and then exited

towards Egypt. Your vassal apprehended me there and sent me to you. So
here I am, and death is more beloved to me than living [in this state.]’
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AbulJaTar intended to release him then Isma‘libn ‘All said to him (i.e. Abu
Ja'far), ‘I have given a pledge to him.” He said, ‘What is your view?’ He (i.e.
Ismail ibn ‘All) replied, ‘He will stay in one of our prisons and his fate will
be that of his likes.” Sulayman ibn Ablja'far said, ‘And this is what hap-
pened to him, and by Allah | do not know if he died in his prison or whether
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al-Mahdl released him.

Another King
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Abu al-Qasim al-Nakha‘l reported on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Yusuf, the judge of San &, “A king of the Zanj wrote to me. At the end of his
letter it was written:
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I do not ask people about what they think of me, | suffice with what
I think of them.

I do not ask my neighbour in his wedding, away from the eyes of the

people to let me in.

I do not go after who does not wish to be with me, and I do not show

kindness to who does not want my kindness.

By Allah, if my hand disliked being with me, | would ask it to leave
my arm.

And | would look at my other hand and say to it, be at ease or you can

leave like my other hand.
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In mention of the esteemed blacks amongst the Companions

Salim, the mawld (freedman) of Abl Hudhayfah
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He used to lead the Muhajirln in prayer from Makkah until they reached
MadInah because he was the most competent with the Qur’an. Those who
prayed behind him included Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.
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Shahr ibn Hawshab reported upon the authority o f‘Umar ibn al-Khattab,
‘If 1 were to anoint Salim, the mawld of Hudhayfah, as the Caliph, and my
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Lord it asked regarding it, | would reply, ‘My Lord, | heard your Prophet £f>
state, ‘He loves Allah H truly from his heart.””47
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Abu Nu'aym said, “On the Day ofal-Yamamah Salim took hold o f the ban-
ner o f the Muslims with his hand, and then it was cut off. He thus took hold
of it with his left hand and it was also cut off. Then he embraced the banner
with his arms and recited, {Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other]
messengers have passed on before him}BAnd then he was killed.”20
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Bilal ibn Rabah
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47Jamu’al-Jawdmi' (11/301).
48 All ‘Imran: 144

49 See Hilyatal-Awliya of Abl Nuaym (1/370-371).
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He was named after his mother i.e. Bilal ibon Hamamah, and there were nu-
merous individuals amongst the Companions who were attributed to their
mothers, and this was widely known. They include: Mu'adh and Mu‘widh
ibna (the two sons of) ‘Afra’—i.e. their mother—and their father was al-
Harith ibn Rifa‘ah; Suhayl and Safwan ibna Bayda—i.e. their mother—and
their father was Wahb; Malik ibn Numllah—i.e. his mother—and his father
was Thabit al-Muznl; Shurabll ibn al-Hasanah—i.e. his mother—and his
father was ‘Abdullah ibn al-Muta‘; Bishr ibn al-Hasaslyah—i.e. his moth-
er—and his father was Ma‘bad ibn Shurahabll; Ibn Umm Maktum, and his
father was ‘Amr ibn Qays; ‘Abdullah ibn Buhaynah—i.e. his mother—and
his father was Malik al-Azarl; al-Harith ibn al-Barsa—i.e. his mother—and
his father was Malik ibn Qays; Ya‘la ibn Munabbah—i.e. his mother—and
his father was Umayyah; Ya‘laibn Siyyabah—i.e. his mother—and his father
was Murrah; Sa‘d ibn Hatbah—i.e. his mother—and his father was Buhayr
ibn Muawiyyah and amongst his sons was Abu Yusuf al-Qadl; Badll ibn
Umm Asram—i.e. his mother—and whose father was Salamah; and Khaffaf
ibn Nudbah—i.e. his mother—and his father was ‘Umayr. All of those
mentioned are Companions.
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And amongst the Tabi‘ln (the generation after the Companions) and those
after them were many individuals who were famously referred to with the
names of their mothers. Examples are Isma‘ll ibn ‘Ulyah, and his father’s
name was Ibrahim; Muhammad ibn ‘Utmah—i.e. his mother—and his fa-
ther’s name was Khalid; Sulayman ibn Qattah; Mansur ibn Saflyyah, and
other than them.
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As for Bilal’s story:
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He was one of the earliest people to embrace Islam and his people would
abuse him and say, “Your lords are al-Lat and al-'Uzza.” To which he would
reply, “Ahadun, ahad (One [Lord], One).” Then Abu Bakr al-Siddiq &%
came to him, purchased him for seven awdq and emancipated him. He wit-
nessed the Battle of Badr, 'Uhud and all the other battles. He was the first
one to perform the adhan (call to prayer) for the Messenger of Allah and
he would perform it at home and whilst travelling. He was also [appointed
by him] as the treasurer of the Bayt al-Mal. In appearance he was extremely
dark, thin, tall, with a curved nose and a full head of hair, and a little dark
and grey hair on his cheeks.
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Muhammad ibn Abl Tahir al-Bazzaz reported upon the authority of Mu-
jahid, “The first to openly display Islam were seven: the Messenger of Allah,
Abu Baler, Bilal, Khabbab, Suhayb, ‘Ammar, and Sumayah Umm ‘Ammar.
[In terms o f protection:] As for the Messenger o f Allah, he was protected by
his uncle. As for Abu Bakr, he was protected by his tribe. As for the rest [of
the seven,] they were made to wear iron armour and then they were exposed
to the sun until their wills were broken and they succumbed to what they
were asked of. Then they came to each man from them with a human sized
leather skin filled with water, then threw them in it and carried them along-
side it. The only one not to succumb was Bilal as he did not value his life
[over faith] in Allah. They went to the extent of placing a rope around his
neck and ordering their children to drag him between the two mountains of
Makkah. However Bilal kept proclaiming, ‘Ahadun, abad.”
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Muhammad ibn Abl al-Qasim al-Baghdadi informed us upon the authority
of Hisham ibn ‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr’s father, “Waraqgah ibn Nawfal passed
by Bilal whilst he was being tortured and whilst he was stating, ‘Ahadun,
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abaci." Then Waragah approached Umayyah ibn Khalafand said to him, ‘I
swear by Allah $] that you should show him compassion.” Until Abu Bakr
passed by him one day whilst he was being tortured and stated to Umayyah,
Are you not fearful of Allah in treating this poor man in such a manner?
How long will you continue?’ He replied. ‘You corrupted him so rescue him
from what you see.” So Abu Bakr said, ‘I have a young black slave who is
stronger and sturdier than him, and more steadfast in your religion, so | will
exchange him for Bilal.” He replied, ‘I accept.” Abu Bakr then said, ‘Here he
is for you.” Thus Abu Bakr exchanged his slave with Bilal.”
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Muhammad ibn Ishaq said: Umayyah would take him out when the heatof
the afternoon sun became scorching and make him lie down upon his back
in the valley of Makkah. Then he would order a large rock to be collected
and placed upon his chest, and he would say to him, “This state ofyours will
not cease until you die or you reject Muhammad and worship al-Lat and
al-'Uzza.” Bilal would respond in the face ofthis anguish. “Ahadun, abad.”

315 ~15j31 yr bl :3& bl :3~ jlI-A c-A gq! n [0 <]

b 315 =\ 315 cd bl

jius % 315 | 1 L 315 ~)y~~r 1 1 L 315
ch A y 1017 - ANCRZAA 1

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah reported upon the authority o f‘Umar, “Abu Bakr was
our master, and he emancipated our master (i.e. Bilal).”®

50 Reported by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak (3/285) and he said, “It issabih but Mus-

lim and al-Bukhari did not report it.” Al-Dhahabl concurred with him. It was also
reported by Ibn Sa‘'d in al-Tabaqdt {3/175).
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Thabit reported on the authority of Anas that the Messenger of Allah ||
said, “Bilal preceded the Abyssinians [to Jannah].”5l
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Zayd ibn Salam reported upon the authority Abdullah al-Hawzanl that he
met Bilal and stated to him, “O Bilal, inform me of the finances of the Mes-
senger of Allah.” He replied, “He did not have anything, | was the one who
would inform him about his finances from the time he was despatched by
Allah H until he passed away, and whenever he would see a Muslim come
bereft of clothing he would order me [to handle the affair] and | would

go and borrow some money to buy a garment for him, cover him and feed
him.”
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51 Reported by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak (3/284-285 and 402). Al-Hakim did not
mention anything further, however al-Dhahabl stated, “I say: The narrator ‘Arnarah is
very weak, and he was declared to be da /by al-Daraqutnl.” And Ibn Abi Hatirn men-
tioned it inal-‘1lal from the route Muhammad ibn Ziyad— Abi Amarnah and said, “I
heard my father and Abu Zur'ah state, “This hadlth is bdtil (baseless), there is no basis
for it with this isnadf It was also reported by Ibn Sa'd in al-Tabaqgat (3/175).
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‘Abdullah ibn Buraydah reported upon the authority of his father that the
Prophet ?H arose one day and called Bilal, stating, “O Bilal, with what have
you preceded me intoJannah? For | have never entered it except that | hear
your footsteps in front of me. Indeed, | entered Jannah yesterday and heard
your footsteps.” He replied, “l do not do anything [particular] except that
when | perform ablution, | pray two units.” The Messenger of Allah gf]
thus stated, “It is due to this.”®
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Hisham ibn ‘Urwah reported upon the authority of his father that ‘A’lshah
said, “The Messenger o f Allah entered Madlnah during an epidemic, and
whenever Bilal would suffer from a fever he would say:
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I wish | could know if I would live a night, in the valley [of Makkah]

surrounded with its scented grass and plants.
52 Reported by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad {5/354 and 360) and al-Hakim in

al-Mustadrak (3/285). Al-Hakim said, “It is sahih upon the conditions of the two
shaykhs and they did not report it.” Al-Dhahabl concurred with him.
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And whether | will be to drink from the waters of Majannah, and see
the two mountains of Shamah and Tafll.
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[Continued...] O Allah curse ‘Utbah ibn Rabfah, Shaybah ibn Rabfah, and
Umayyah ibn Khalaf, as they expelled us from Makkah.”53
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Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Tamuml said, “When the Messenger of Allah
s|| passed away, Bilal called the adhan whilst he had not yet been buried.
Whenever he would say, ‘I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah,” the people would begin to weep. When the Messenger of Allah
had been buried, Abu Bakr stated to Bilal, ‘Perform the adhan.” He replied,
‘If you emancipated me so as to make me subservient to you then | will do
so, however if you emancipated me for Allah H then leave me [to serve] the
one you emancipated me for.” Abu Bakr said, ‘I did not emancipate you
except for Allah ip’ Thus, he said, ‘I will not perform the adhan for anyone
after the Messenger of Allah $j].” [Abu Bakr] replied, ‘It is as you wish.’”
He said, “He remained there until the expedition set off to al-Sham and he
travelled with them.”

53 This was reported by the author in Muthir al->’Azm, and he attributed it to al-
Bukhari and Muslim (1/103-104). It was also reported by Imam Ahmad inal-Musnad.
(6/56 and 65).
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The author said, “Bilal passed away in Damascus in the year eighteen when
he was over sixty-three years of age.”
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Mahja', the M awld (freed slave) o f‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
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He was amongst the first of the Muhajirln, and he was the first of the Mus-
lims to be killed during the Battle of Badr. He was killed by ‘Amir ibn al-
Hadrami.
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Sadaqgah ibn Khalid reported upon the authority of ‘Abdul Rahman ibn
Yazld ibn Jabir, “It reached me that the Messenger of Allah s]] said, ‘The
masters of the black people are four, Lugman, Mahjal Bilal and al-Na-
jashl.”” i
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54 Reported by Ibn ‘Asakir in his Tarikh. This was stated by al-Suyutl in R af Shan
al-Hubshdn (p. 79/b) and Azharal-"Urush (p. 5/a).
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Usamah ibn Zayd ibn Harithah ibn Sharahil
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During the era oflahiliyyah (i.e. pre-Islam) the horsemen of Ban! al-Qayn
raided the dwellings of the Ban! Man, and they took Zayd—who at that
time was a young boy—and brought him to the marketplace o f‘Ukaz so as
to present him for sale. He was purchased by Hakim ibn Hizam on behalfof
his aunt Khadljah for four hundred dirhams. When the Messenger of Allah

married her, she gifted Zayd to him and he adopted him as a son before
the advent of Islam. Zayd was a short man, extremely dark and he had a flat
nose. The Messenger ofAllah then emancipated him and married him to his
mawldh (freed woman) Umm Ayman, the nurse ofthe Messenger of Allah.
She bore a child for him named Usamah, who was given the kunyd (nick-
name) Usamah Aba Muhammad. He was also called, al-Hibb ibn al-Hibb
(the beloved, son of the beloved). He was dark skinned.
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Hisham ibn ‘Urwah reported upon the authority of his father, “The Mes-
senger of Allah g] delayed his descent from ‘Arafah due to waiting for
Usamah ibn Zayd. Then a dark-skinned young man with a flat nose came.
The people of Yemen said, ‘You delayed us due to him?’ He (i.e. the father
of Hisham) said, ‘It is due to this that the people of Yemen disbelieved.’ |
asked Yazld ibn Harun (he is one of the narrators in the chain, i.e. he was
asked by the one who reported it from him), ‘What did he mean by ‘the
people of Yemen disbelieved’?’ He replied, ‘Their apostasy when they apos-
tatised during the time of Abl Bakr. This was due to their belittlement of
the Prophet
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Nafi‘ reported upon the authority of Ilbn ‘Umar, “The Prophet  sent out
a detachment within which was Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and he placed the
detachment under the command of Usamah ibn Zayd. And it was as if the
people were contesting this [decision] due to his young age. This reached
the Messenger of Allah 8= and so he ascended upon his pulpit, glorified
Allah and praised Him. Then he said, ‘The people have contested the lead-
ership of Usamah ibn Zayd and they contested that of his father before him.
However, both befit leadership and they were befitting for the roles. Indeed
he (Usamah) is from the most beloved of people to me, and likewise his fa-
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ther was from the most beloved of people to me. Thus, | exhort you to treat
Usamah well.””%
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Ibn Sa‘d said: Al-Fadl ibn Dukayn reported upon the authority of Hanash
[ibn ‘Abdullah al-San‘anl], “I heard my father stating that the Messenger of
Allah ~ appointed Usamah as a leader when he was eighteen years o f age.”
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Ibn Sa‘d said: Muslim ibn Ibrahim [..] reported upon the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sirin, “The price ofdate palms during the rule o f‘'Uthman
ibn ‘Affan ~ reached one thousand dirhams.” He continued, “[During this
time,] Usamah went to his date palm, pierced it and took out palm pith—
feeding his mother with it. He was asked, ‘Why do you do this when you
can see that the price of the date palm has reached one thousand dirhams?’
He replied, ‘My mother asked me for it, and whenever | am asked by her do
something which | am capable of, | fulfil her request.’%
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Al-Waqidi said, “Usamah was twenty years old when the Prophet ~ passed

55 Reported by Ibn Sa'd inal-Tabagat (4/49 and 2/192).
56 Reported by Ibn Sa'd in al-Tabaqgat (4/49) and the second report (4/52).
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away. He resided in Wadi al-Qurra after the Prophet’s death He passed
away in al-Jurfduring the end of Mu‘awiyah’s caliphate.”
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Al-Zuhrl said, “Usamah’s body was transferred from al-Jurfto Madlnah.”
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Abu Bakrah, whose name was Nufay"
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When the Messenger of Allah §8> besieged the city of al-Ta’if, his herald
called out, “Any slave who leaves the stronghold and joins us will be set free.
A group came to them, within which was Abu Bakrah. He descended with-
in a pulley (bakrah) and so was named Abu Bakrah. He was considered as
one ofthe mawali (pi. of mawla, freedman) ofthe Messenger of Allah !8m.
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He was a slave belonging to a man from Ban! Nabhan of Tay—who was
assigned to monitor the movement of the Muslims as they arrive. When ‘All
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ibn Abl Talib arrived in their land, his comrades detained this slave, binded
him and made him fear that he was going to be killed. He embraced Islam
and witnessed al-Yamamah alongside Khalid.
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Mughlth, the husband of Barlrah
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Al-Bukhar! reported in his Sahih upon the authority o f‘lkrimah from Ibn
‘Abbas, “The husband of Barlrah (the freed slave o f‘Aishah) was a black
slave named Mughlth the slave of such-and-such a tribe. It is as if | can
[still] see him now pacing behind her in the pathways of Madlnah and his
tears would stream down into his beard. The Prophet 'ft- said to ‘Abbas, ‘O
‘Abbas, is it not amazing the extent of Mughlth’s love for Barlrah and her
hate ofhim?’
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The Prophet sH said to Barlrah, ‘Will you not go back to him (as she had ter-
minated the marriage upon being freed)?” She said, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
are you ordering me?’
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He said, ‘I am merely mediating.” She said, ‘Then | have no need for him.””
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‘Ikrimah reported upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, “The husband of
Barlrah was a black slave, the mawld of Ban! Mughirah. By Allah it is as
if | am with him now in the outer part of Madlnah and its suburbs, with
his tears streaming into his beard. He would pursue her, attempting to per-
suade her to choose him. However, she would not do so.”
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Sa‘d al-Aswad
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Al-Hasan and Qatadah reported upon the authority of Anas ibn Malik, “A
man came to the Messenger of Allah sg] and said, ‘Does my darkness and
ugliness prevent me from entering Jannah?’

4 jl?- Uj w-dj A otd K )

He answered, ‘Nay, by the One in whose hand is my soul, [you will not be
prevented from entering it] ifyou fear Allah and believe in that which came
with his Messenger.’
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He replied, ‘By the one whom honoured you with prophethood, | have tes-
tified that there is no deity worthy o f being worshipped besides Allah, alone
and without partner, and that Muhammad is his slave and Messenger, and
I affirmed [my belief] in that which he came with eight months before this
meeting. So, what will come to me O Messenger of Allah?’
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He replied, ‘You have the same responsibilities of the people and the same
rights as them, you are their brother.’
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He said, ‘Indeed | have asked everyone present with you and those absent
[for awoman to marry] but they have rejected me due to my darkness and
the poor appearance of my face. However, | am a nobleman amongst my
people from Ban! Salim, and my father and grandfathers are well-known,
but the dark skin of my maternal uncles prevailed over me.’
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The Messenger of Allah said, ‘Is ‘Amr ibn Wuhayb present in this gath-
ering?’

[[Amr] was a man from Thaqlf who had embraced Islam close to the time
[of this narration.] Those present replied, ‘No.’
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He said, ‘Do you know where he lives?’
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He replied positively.
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He said, ‘Go to his abode and knock softly upon his door and then greet
him. When you enter it, say, ‘The Messenger of Allah sg] has given me your
daughter’s hand in marriage.’
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He had a freeborn daughter who possessed a great amount of beauty and
intelligence. And when the man reached the door, he knocked and gave the
greeting. They welcomed him as they heard him speaking Arabic so they
opened the door. However, when they saw how dark the man was and the
bad appearance of his face, they drew back from him. He said, ‘The Messen-
ger of Allah has betrothed me to your daughter.’ In response to this they
turned him away in a rough manner, so the man left. The girl then exited
the area within which she was concealed and stated, ‘O Abdullah return, for
if the Messenger of Allah has betrothed me to you then | am pleased deep
within myselfwith what Allah % and His Messenger have approved for me.’
He went to the Messenger of Allah and informed him of what took place,
and the girl said to her father, ‘O father, save yourself, save yourself before
the revelation exposes you. |If the Messenger of Allah has betrothed me to
him then | am pleased with what he has assented.’
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The shaykh (old man) then left to see the Messenger of Allah, he came to
him and found him sitting in his assembly, so he sat at the furthest point in
the sitting, and then he said, ‘Are you the one who rejected that which the
Messenger of Allah has approved?’
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He said, ‘Yes I did so, and so | seek forgiveness from Allah. | thought that he
was lying, [otherwise] | would have married her to him. Thus, | seek refuge
with Allah from His anger, and that of His Messenger.’
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The Messenger of Allah % then said [to the man,] ‘Go to your wife and
settle down with her.’
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He replied, ‘By the One who despatched you with the truth, | will not take
anything until | ask my brothers [to the pay the dowry.]’
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The Messenger of Allah said to him, ‘The dowry ofyour woman [will be
paid] by three from the believers. Go to ‘Uthman ibn ‘Aflfan and take from
him two hundred dirhams.” He was given this amount and more. ‘Go to ‘All
ibn Abl Talib and take from him one hundred dirhams.” He was given this
amount and more. ‘And go to ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awfand take from him
one hundred dirhams.” He was given this amount and more.
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However, one should know that this amount is not a prescribed Sunnah
and it is not mandatory, so one could marry with a small dowry or a large
one.

\y'> il ij U J&a AR TK) P y>
3] 3N p AN\ ijm J&j t I s ~ n
kk-4 aiji 231 A3 ofkU
£N ® 0~ 0 O
4rs La—t i By— Aviil CCALgl t

148



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues o fBlacks and Abyssinians

Til Ai* | j*_l/J CA'(J?ai AjiLLp JLA

j N (/5 Iplii
When the man was in the market with the money looking to purchase for his
wife what she needed for the wedding, he heard a voice calling, ‘O steed[s]
of Allah, ride and rejoice.” Thus he placed his vision upon the sky and said,
‘O Allah, the God of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of Muhammad,
I will not use this money today except in that which Allah, His Messenger
and the believers love.” Upon this he sought for a well-bred horse, and so he
purchased a sword, spear and a horse. He also purchased ajubbah and tied
his turban around his abdomen, veiling himself with the other garment so
that nothing could be seen o f him except his eyes. He was veiled to an extent
that when he came amongst the Muhajirin they said, ‘W ho is this unknown
horseman?’
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‘All ibn Abi Talib said to them, ‘Leave this man for he may have been from
those who recently arrived from the direction of al-Bahrayn or al-Sham so
as to inquire from you about matters of his religion, and he wishes to sup-
port you in battle today.” Then he was seen by the Messenger of Allah who
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said, ‘Who is this horseman who did not present himself to us?’ He was
ardent in participating injihad, so when the two sides clashed he fought
with his sword and spear, advancing forward fiercely. His horse could no
longer move (i.e. it was exhausted due to the intensity of the battle) so he
dismounted the horse, baring his arms. When the Messenger of Allah saw
the darkness of his arms he realised who it was and stated, ‘O Sa‘d!’ Sa‘d
replied, ‘I sacrifice my parents for you O Messenger of Allah.” He said, ‘Sa'd
exert yourself.’"He did not cease striking with his sword and stabbing with
his spear until it was said, ‘Sa'd has been struck down.” The Messenger of
Allah went to him, raised his head and placed it within his lap. He then
wiped the dust from his face with his garment and said, ‘How agood a smell
is your scent, how beautiful is your face and how beloved you are to Allah
H and his Messenger.’
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The Messenger o fAllah cried, then he laughed, turned his face from him and
said, ‘He has reached the Hawd, by the Lord of the Ka'bah.” Abu Lubabah
said, ‘My father and mother be sacrificed for you, what is the HawdV He
replied, ‘The Hawd [is the pond] given to me by my Lord H, [its size is]
the distance between Sana’ and Basrah. Its edges are encased with pearls
and rubies, and its vessels are numerous like the stars in the sky. Its water is
whiter than milk and sweeter than honey. The one who drinks from it will
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not suffer thirst again.” They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, we saw you cry-
ing and smiling, then we saw you turning your face.” He replied, ‘As for my
weeping, it was due to my longing for Sa'd. As for my laughter, it was due
to my happiness at his station from Allah J] and His generosity to him. As
for my turning away, | saw his wives from al-Hur al-1n hastening towards
him, displaying their legs and exposing their anklets, thus | turned due to
modesty towards them.””
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He said, “He ordered [the gathering of] Sa'd’s weapons and belongings and
then said, ‘Take them to his wife and state to her, ‘Verily Allah H has married
him to maidens better than yours. Here are his possessions (i.e. his estate).’
By the One who holds Muhammad’s soul in His hand, I will separate [the
bad] from the Hawd as the mangy camel is pushed away from mixing with
the [healthy] camels. Verily none will be present at my Hawd. except the
pious.
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57 This was reported by Ibn ‘Adi, Ibn Hibban and al-Mukhalis in chapter two of his
Fdwd'id. All of them report it from the route of Suwayd ibn Sa‘'ld— Muhammad ibn
‘Umar ibn Salih— Qatadah— Anas. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said this in al-Isdbah (2/39).
As for the narrator named Suwayd ibn Sa‘ld: Al-Bukharl said that he had issues. He
was blind and so he would dictate hadith which were not his. Al-Nasal said that he
was da if. Ibn ‘Adi said, “He is closer to being weak.” See Mukhtasar al-Kdmilft al-
Du*afa (399) and al-Taqrib (26). As for the narrator named Muhammad ibn ‘Umar
ibn Salih al-Kalal: Ibn ‘Adi said, “His hadith are rejected (munkar) [even though they
are] reported from the thiqdt (trustworthy) of the people, and he is not well-known.”
See Mukhtasaral-Kdmil (p. 675).
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Abu ‘Abdullah al-Surl said, “This hadlth isgharib (strange) as it is reported
by both al-Hasan and Qatadah. | am not aware ofa hadlth reported by both
of them except from Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Kala |, and | have not seen it
reported from him except from the hadlth of Suwayd ibn Said.”
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Thabit al-Bunanl reported upon the authority of Abu Hurayrah, “I entered
into the presence of the Prophet sg]. He said to me, ‘O Aba Hurayrah, a
man will enter my presence through this door in a moment whom isone of

the seven people that Allah $t protects the people of the earth with [due to
their virtue and high rank.]’
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58 He is the mawla of al-Mughlrah ibn Shu'bah. Ibn al-Athir said, “He passed away
during the time of the Prophet.” See R af Shan al-Hubshan (120/a).
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Thereafter an Abyssinian man came through the door. He was carrying a

container of water upon his head. The Messenger of Allah ~ said, ‘This is
him1"
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He said, “The Messenger of Allah sH said thrice, ‘Welcome Yasar.””
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He said, “He would sprinkle water in the masjid and sweep it.”®
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The author said: It has been mentioned that he was black.
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59 Reported by al-Khalal in Karamdt al-Awliyah. Al-Suyutl said this in Azhdr al-
‘Orusb (p. 20), and he mentioned it with this isndd in R af Shan al-Huhshan (p. 80).
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Kinanah ibn Nu‘aym al-Adawl reported upon the authority of Abu Barzah
al-Aslaml, “He was a man from the Ansar. The Companions ofthe Prophet
would not marry the women under their guardianship until they knew if
the Messenger of Allah |8 had a requirement for her or not. So, one day
the Messenger of Allah said to a man from the Ansar §8 ‘O so-and-so, give
me your daughter to marry.” He said, ‘Yes, | agree for your sake.” He replied,
‘It is not for myselfthat | request her.” He said, ‘Then for whom?’ He said,
Julayblb.” He replied, ‘O Messenger of Allah, allow me to consult with her
mother.” He went to her and said, ‘The Messenger of Allah sH seeks your
daughter.” She replied, ‘Yes, we will not object for the sake of Allah’s Mes-
senger, marry her to the Messenger of Allah !8." He said to her, ‘He does
not seek her for himself.” She asked, ‘Then for whom?’ He said, ‘ForJulay-
blb.” She replied, ‘What! ForJulayblb? Never, by Allah, I will not marry her
toJulayblb.’
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When the father stood up to go to the Prophet sg], the daughter stated to
her parents from her chamber, ‘Whom asked you for my hand?’ They re-
plied that it was the Messenger of Allah, and she said, ‘You reject the order
of the Messenger of Allah ~? Present me to the Messenger of Allah, for
indeed he will not cause me harm.” Thus, her father went to the Prophet s||
and said, ‘The decision isyours,” and so he married her to Julayblb.”
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Ishaqg ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abl Talhah said to Thabit, “Do you know what the
Prophet prayed for her? He replied, ‘O Allah, pour upon her goodness time
after time, and do not make her life one of difficulty.””
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Thabit said, “So he married her to him. Then during the midst of a war,
the Messenger of Allah |8 said, ‘Have we lost anyone?’ They said, ‘We are
missing so-and-so and so-and-so.” Then he asked again and they said, ‘We
are missing so-and-so and so-and-so.” He asked again and they said, ‘No.’
He said, ‘However, | am missingJulayblb. Look for him amongst the dead.’
They searched for him and found seven bodies surrounding him, he had
killed them before he was killed.” Then the Messenger o f Allah g8 said, ‘He
is from me and | am from him. He killed seven before he was killed. He is
from me and | am from him.’
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The Messenger of Allah || placed him between his forearms, then they dug
agrave for him. His body was leaning upon the forearms of the Messenger
of Allah until he was lowered into the grave.”

DAL +j1 jUKINT IKi 31
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Thabit continued, “There was not from the Ansar a previously married
woman who was as sought for in marriage as her.”
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Ibn Sa‘d said, “I have heard it said thatJulaybib was a man from Ban! Tha'la-

bah, an ally of Ansar, and that the woman whom the Prophet married him
to was from Banl al-Harith ibn al-Khazraj.”
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An Abyssinian Companion
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Ata reported upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, “A man from the Abys-
sinians came to the Prophet ~ to pose a question to him. The Prophet
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H said to him, ‘Ask and inquire.” He said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, you are
better than us in appearance, in colour and due to prophethood. Is it the
case that if | believe in the manner that you believe, and act in the manner
that you act, that | will be alongside you inJannah?’ He replied, ‘Yes.” And
the Prophet fH continued, ‘By the One who holds my soul in His hand, the
whiteness (i.e. purity of colour or saturation) of the black person will be
seen inJannah from the distance ofone thousand years.” Then the Messen-
ger of Allah g] said, ‘The one who says Id ildha illalldh has a covenant with
Allah H. The one who says subhdnallah wa bihamdihi has written for him
one hundred and twenty-four thousand good deeds.’
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The man said, ‘What if one dies after saying this O Messenger of Allah?’
The Prophet replied sH, ‘A man could come on the Day oflJudgement with
deeds which if placed upon a mountain would overburden it, however a
single blessing of Allah H would outweigh them except through His mercy.’
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He said, “Then the following was revealed: (Has there [not] come

upon man a period oftime ...}8until Allah’s statement: {And when you
look there [in Paradise], you will see pleasure and great dominion.}él
The Abysinnian said, ‘You mean to say that my eyes will see what yours see

60 Al-Insan: 1
61 Al-Insan: 20
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inJannah?’ The Prophet” said, ‘Yes.” He wept until his soul left his body.””
He continued, “I witnessed the Messenger of Allah lowering him into his
grave with his hands.”&
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A Black Companion
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Abu Tahir ibn al-‘Allafnarrated in his book Zahral-Riyad. that an Abyssini-
an came to the Prophet !8mand said, “O Messenger o fAllah | have performed
abominable sins. Will there be forgiveness for me?” He replied affirmatively.
He left and then returned, saying, “O Messenger of Allah, does Allah see me
when | am performing these sins?” He replied, “Yes, O Abyssinian.” The
Abyssinian then cried until his soul left.

62 Reported by al-Suyuti in R af Shan al-Hubshdn (pp. 76-77). He said in Azhar al-
‘Orush (pp. 7-8), “It was reported by al-Tabaranl in al-Awsat and Ibn Hibban in al-
Du'afa; he said: “Ayyub (one of the narrators in the chain) makes plentiful mistakes.
Al-Tabaranl said this narration was only reported from the way ofAflf.” Al-Haythaml
mentioned it in al-Majma‘al-Zawa'id (10/420) on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar and
he said after it, “This was reported by al-Tabaranl and one of its narrators is Ayub ibn
‘Utbah who isda’if" Azharal-"Urush (p. 20), and he mentioned it with this isnad in
R af Shan al-Hubshdn (p. 80).
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In mention of the noble black women from the female Companions
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Umm Ayman, the mawldh ofthe Messenger of Allah  and his nurse.
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Her name was Barakah and heinherited her from his father. She was a black
woman and he manumitted her when he married Khadijah. Then she wed
‘Abdullah ibn Zayd and bore for him a child named Ayman. After him she
wed Zayd ibn Harithah and bore for him achild named Usamah.
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Jarir ibn Hazim reported that he heard ‘Uthman ibn al-Qasim narrate,
“When Umm Ayman emigrated, she arrived at the Munsaraf (i.e. a place
that is close to the area o fBadr) near al-Rawha (i.e. both locations are on the
pathway between Makkah and Madina). She was extremely thirsty and then
a container of water with a white rope descended to her from the sky. She
took it and drank from it until her thirst was quenched. She would say, “I
have not suffered thirst after that incident. | used to feel thirst whilst fasting
in the midday heat, however I did not feel thirst again after that drink.””

clJIS tlp-juijj allp -t 36

The author said: The Prophet  would honour her and jest with her. She
said to him on one occasion, “Find me a ride to carry me.” He replied, “I
will carry you upon a child of a camel.” She replied, “It will not be able to
bear [the weight of] me.” He said [jokingly], “No, | will not carry you except
upon a child of a camel.”63 She used to gesture to the Messenger of Allah
[playfully], and dispute with him but he would be patient with her.64

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar would visit her after the Messenger o f Allah had passed
away. She would weep and say, “Verily, that which | weep regarding is how
the revelation from the heavens has been cut off from us.”

63 [E] The joke was that she thought it is a little child while the Prophet intended to
play with words because the child ofacamel is actually a camel.
64 See al-Tabagat al-Kubra of Ibn Sa‘d (8/179).
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She was present during the Battle of Uhud. She would provide water and
treat the wounded. She also witnessed the Battle of Hunayn. She ~ passed
away during the Caliphate of ‘Uthman, and it was also said that she passed
during the caliphate of Abu Bakr.
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Al-Bukhariand Muslim reported in the Sabibayn the following hadith upon
the authority o f'Ata ibn Abl Rabah, “lbn ‘Abbas stated to me, ‘Would you
like me to show you a woman from the Ahl al-Jannah (people of al-Jan-
nah)?’ | replied, ‘O f course.” He said, ‘This black lady came to the Prophet
sH and said, ‘I suffer from epileptic fits wherein | uncover myself, so pray to
Allah for me.” He said, ‘If you wish, bear it with patience and you will have
Paradise. Or ifyou wish | can supplicate to Allah that he cures you.’ She re-
plied, ‘I will bear it with patience, however | uncover myself, so pray to Allah
that | cease doing so.” He subsequently supplicated for her.””
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A female slave from among the Companions
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Hisham reported from his father upon the authority o f‘A’lshah “A black
woman who belonged to some Arabs embraced Islam. She had asmall room
in the masjid.” She continued, “She used to come and have conversations
with us. When she would finish talking, she would say,
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On the day of the scarfl saw some wonders from my Lord,

When He saved me from the disbelievers.
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As she would say this frequently, | asked her, ‘What is this day of the scarf
that you refer to?’ She replied, “One day a girl from the family whom | be-
longed to went out with a luxurious scarf made from leather and it fell from
her. A glede (a type of bird) descended and took it, as it thought that it was
meat. The family accused me [of stealing it] and they dealt with me harsh-
ly, to the extent that they searched my private parts. Then, whilst they sur-
rounded me and | was agonised by my distress, the glede returned and flew
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over our heads. It dropped down the scarfand they took it. | said to them,
‘This is what you accused me of whilst | was innocent ofit.””
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In mention of a black female Companion
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Shahr reported upon the authority o f‘Abdullah ibn Shaddad, “The Proph-
et N went to a basin-shaped flat land in al-Madlnah, and noticed that many
people were heading to the house of one of the high-esteemed people of
Madlnah, visiting him due to his illness. As he went with his Companions,
they reached a flat land. There they saw a black woman, some youths of
MadlInah tied a rope to her foot and were dragging her. [Upon seeing this,]
the Prophet i8 said, ‘Do you see this black woman? By the One in whose
hand lays Muhammad’s soul, she is better than everything within the earth,

similar to the one whom you are travelling to see.
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In mention of the illustrious scholars from amongst the black people
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The name of Abl Rabah was Aslam. He took knowledge from Ibn ‘Umar,
Abl Sa‘ld, Abl Hurayrah, Ibn ‘Abbas and others. He excelled in terms of
knowledge and asceticism.
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65 See Siyar A'ldm al-Nubald (5/78).
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Al-Fadl ibn Ziyad reported that he heard Aba ‘Abdallah—i.e. Ahmad ibn
Hanbal—say, “Knowledge is a treasure which Allah H gives shares of to
those whom He loves. ‘Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah was an Abyssinian.”
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Abu Ayyub Sulayman ibn Ishaq al-Jallab reported upon the authority of
Ibrahim al-Harbl, “*Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah was a black slave who belonged to a
woman from the people of Makkah. His nose was like a bean. Sulayman ibn
‘Abd al-Malik and his two sons went to ‘Ata’, and they sat facing towards
him whilst he was praying. When he had finished his prayer he turned to
them, and whilst they were asking him a question about the rites of Hajj he
turned his back to them. Sulayman then said to his sons, ‘Stand up.’ They
did so and he said, ‘O my sons, never spare an effort in the seeking o f know|-
edge, for indeed | will never forget how we were humiliated at the hands of
this black slave.”
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Sulayman ibn Ahmad reported upon the authority of Ahmad ibn Muham-
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mad al-Shafi‘l, “The circle offatwd in Makkah took place in Masjid al-
Haram and they were given by Ibn ‘Abbas, and after lbn ‘Abbas they were
given by ‘Ata ibn Abl Rabah.”
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Sufyan reported upon the authority of Salamah ibn Kuhayl, “I did not see
anyone who sought this knowledge for the Face of Allah H besides these
three: ‘Ata’, Tawus and Mujahid.”
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Sufyan reported upon the authority of Isma‘ll ibn Umayyah, “‘Ata’ was
known for lengthy silences. And when he spoke it would appear to us as if
he was being inspired.”
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Ishaq ibn Ibrahim reported upon the authority of Ya‘la ibn ‘Ubayd, We
entered into the presence of Muhammad ibn Sawqah and he said, ‘I will tell
you a narration so that Allah  might allow you to take benefit from it, as
indeed | benefited from it [before you.]’ He said, “Ata’ ibn Abl Rabah said
to us, ‘O nephews, indeed those before you used to detest needless speech.
And they used to consider needless speech to be anything besides the reci-
tation of the Book of Allah H, enjoining the good and forbidding the evil,
and speaking about matters which are necessary for one’s life. Do you deny
that you are with two noble preservers, the scribes sitting upon one’s right
and left, and that everything one says is recorded by a prepared observer?
Would one not feel ashamed if his book of deeds was opened—it being an

account ofone’s days—to find that it is replete with content not relevant to
his religion or life?”’

000
mJimJl f«Ltd gUj (jdl jd jUas jyp
The exhortation of ‘Ata’ ibn Abl Rabah to Hisham ih
al-Muttalib ’ n Abd
o < ujn ~  ddk) XP O jytald, y\ r
Y*S- j> JIS** y\ bl JU ~Niy\ j) {Ir. A jrr-
AP—*E AN i Ak 3li
ii oUsp N“aviire o v - &b il isi

168



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues ofBlacks and Abyssinians

lil A\ Lold il*Lidfc o555 jAT gl v/-aijal #ljap
QISjy cAMIN aT?™ CAON Ay ¢ N N ANalp-jlne~t ~Na
ITa iciw | JU A" 1Aa N cllij n
Iy At AL Jjj U LIi tAL] AL A alae U §USASI IAT c\gh
MLLa «\j laij Y= lalU;lj cL5y INMp j») LLuplj c»jU>- ys

Sa'ld ibn Mansur al-Raqql reported upon the authority of‘Uthman ibn ‘Ata’
al-Khurasanl, “I set off alongside my father who wanted to visit Hisham.
When we came close, an elderly black approached us whilst riding a camel.
He was wearing a dirty shirt, a dirtyjubbah, a dirty cap affixed to his head,
and the stirrup of his saddle was made from wood. | began to laugh and said
to my father, ‘Who is this Bedouin?’ He replied, ‘Silence. This is the master
of the jurists amongst the people of al-Hijaz. This is ‘Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah.’
When he drew close, my father descended from his mule, and he descended
from his donkey. They both embraced and engaged in discussion, then they
both returned and mounted their rides, riding until they reached the door
of Hisham.
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When my father returned, | asked him, ‘Inform me of what took place be-
tween you.’” He replied, ‘When it was said to Hisham that ‘Ata’ ibn Abu
Rabah [had come to see him,] he gave him permission to enter. By Allah, |
would not have been able to enter except through [being with] him. When
Hisham saw him, he said, ‘Welcome, welcome, come here. He then em-
braced him until their knees touched. Some notable people were present
with Hisham and they were speaking, then they fell silent. Hisham said,
‘What do you need O Aba Muhammad?’
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He replied, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, the people of the Haramayn,
the people of the Haramayn, [they are the] people of Allah and the neigh-
bours of the Messenger of Allah g8 [I am asking for you to provide them
with] financial aid and their provisions.” He said, ‘Yes. O gbhuldm (boy),
write for the people of Madlnah and the people o f Makkah a financial allot-
ment and provisions for ayear.” Then he said, ‘Do you have any other need,
O Aba Muhammad?’
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He said, ‘Yes. O Commander of the Faithful, the people ofal-Hijaz and the
people of- Najd. They are the origin of the Arabs and their leaders, let the
surplus of their charity be spent on them.’ Then he said, ‘O gbuldm, write
for them that their benefits be given to them.” Then he said, ‘Do you have
any other need, O Aba Muhammad?’
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He replied, ‘Yes, O Commander of the Faithful. The people of the frontier
towns, they stand as a shield between the Muslims and their enemies, re-
pelling their advances. You used to give them a stipend for their livelihood,
without which they would be ruined and as a result your enemies will attack
the Muslims. Indeed, if they were to be destroyed your lands would be in-
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vaded.” He said, ‘Yes, write for their stipend to be given to them Oghuldm.
Do you have any other need besides this, O Aba Muhammad?’
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He replied, ‘Yes O Commander of the Faithful. In regards to the Ahl
al-Dhimmah under you, do not levy the toll upon their young and do not
disturb their old. Do not burden them beyond their means, for what you
take from them isjust used to aid you against your enemies. He replied, ‘Yes,
write Oghuldm, do not burden them beyond their means. Do you have any
needs besides this?’
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He replied, ‘Yes O Commander of the Faithful. Fear Allah H in yourself,
for verily you were created alone, you will die alone, you will be resurrected
alone and you will face your accounting alone. There will not—by Allah—
be any of those present with you...” Upon this Hisham looked down to the
earth and so ‘Ata stood up. When we reached the door, a man followed ‘Ata
[and presented him with] a pouch—within which I am not sure what was
placed, dirhams or dinars. The man said, ‘The Commander of the Faithful
ordered these to be given to you.” He said, ‘I did not ask you for any reward,
as my reward is from the Lord of the worlds.” Then ‘Ata left, and by Allah,
he did not so much as drink a sip o f water— let alone take for himself any-
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thing more than that.
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Yahya ibn Main reported upon the authority of Ibn Abi Layla, “/Ata per-
formed the Hajj seventy times, and he lived for a hundred years.”
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His name: Qays ibn Dinar, Abu Yahya, the mawld of Ban! Asad Kufl. He
was a major scholar. He heard (i.e. oral transmission) from Ibn ‘Abbas and
Ibn ‘Umar. Those who heard from him included al-A‘mash and al-Thawrl.
He was exceptional in his piety and generosity, and he spent one hundred
thousand [dirhams] upon the poor. His skin colour was black.

000

Yazid ibn Abi Habib67

66 See Siyar al-A'lam al-Nubala (5/288), he was considered to be thigah (a reliable
narrator).
67 See Siyar al-A'lam al-Nubala (6/31). He was a major imam and a hujjah (an au-
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He was a major scholar.
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Al-Fadl ibn Ziyad reported upon the authority of Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
“Knowledge is a treasure which Allah j8. gives shares of to those whom He
loves. Yazld ibn Abl Habib was ablack Nubian.”
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[His kunya (nickname)] was Abu ‘Abdullah. He possessed vast knowledge
and was a jurist. He was in servitude to ‘Amr ibn Sa‘ld ibn al-‘As, who gifted
him to a man from the tribe of Hudhayl in Egypt, which was a favour that
he appreciated. Makhul said, “I did not leave Egypt until | was certain that
there was no knowledge present therein except that | had heard it. Then |
went to Madlnah, and | did not leave there until | was certain that there was
no knowledge present therein except that | had heard it.”

thority). He was the mufti of Egypt. He was thigah and had many hadlths.
68 See Siyaral-ATdm al-Nubald (5/155). He was a scholar of Ahl al-Sham.
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He saw Anas ibn Malik, Wathilah ibn al-Asga, Aba 'Umamah and others.
He passed away during the year 116.
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Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdl ibn al-Mansur®
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His kunyd was Aba Ishag and he was very dark in his complexion. He was
virtuous and eloquent, creating beautiful poetry. He was given the bayaa
(pledge of allegiance) of the Caliphate. The reason for this was that al-
Ma’mun appointed ‘All ibn Musa al-Rida as the crown prince (i.e. the suc-
cessor to the throne). Banu al-‘Abbas were incensed by this decision, and
they said, “This affair will not be taken from our hands.” Thus, they gave
the pledge of allegiance to Ibrahim, and sermons were given on his behalf
from the mandbir (pi. of mimbar, i.e. pulpit). He gained ascendancy over
Kufah and al-Sawad. However, when ‘All ibn Musa al-Rida passed away,
al-Ma’mun reasserted himself and Ibrahim’s power waned, and the people
who supported him deserted him. Thus, he went into hiding for the dura-
tion ofsix years, four months and ten days. When he grew weary of hiding,
he wrote a letter to al-Ma’mun, saying:

69 Siyaral-A'ldm al-Nubala (10/557).
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“There is a valid reason for punishment to be dealt to me, however to par-
don is closer to tagwd (God-consciousness). One who allows himselfto be-
come deluded with what has been given to him which would make him
wishful will not be safe from the pitfalls of time. Allah has placed the Com-
mander o f the Faithful over those deserving o f pardon, just as He has placed
him over the sinful. So, if he chooses to pardon, it is from his grace and if he
chooses to punish then it is within his right.”
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Al-Ma’mun wrote on the same letter, “Power diffuses wrath, and remorse is
an adequate repentance.” Then Ibrahim entered his presence and said:
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If 1 am sinful then | have procured my mistakes, so, leave off excess
castigation.

State, as was stated by Yusufto the sons of Ya'qub, when they came to
him: there will be no castigation.

LI :31S i rf cf 11i1 :3 b 1 I i 1[V\]
I Al alll etyS 31 il Ljl ~3IS <£
ji ("*?'>V J4iJ' 1315

‘Ubaydallah ibn Ahmad al-Maruradhl reported from Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdl
the following lines of poetry:
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My head has become grey but the head ofgreed has not, indeed, who-
ever is greedy for worldly things is in a perpetual toil.
It isincumbent by what | have took from knowledge, that | not take
up that which degrades me.
If my mind’s thoughts were truthful to me, | would have not been
bothered or troubled over worldly matters.
| strive and exert for that beyond my reach, while death pierces my
vigour and nerves.
By Allah, how many are the houses which you have passed by, where-
in which was pleasure and glee.
The eagle of death flew over them, thus, there became therein woe
and affliction.

So, grasp hold of your reigns and do not go after it (the dunya), by
your life, sustenance is not attained [simply] through [man’s] seeking
it.

Furthermore, | note the presence within people of one trait, wealth
and foolishness are connected through a rope.

And there is one trait that no one can dispute with me, wealth is far
from those who possess manners.
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O sharp minded, how many times have you seen the fool, wealth is
stuck to him like scabies.
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Ibrahim ibn Mahdl passed away during the year 224, and al-Mu‘tasim led
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his funeral prayer.
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He was a major amir of Khurasan, and many wars took place during his
rule. He possessed knowledge.
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Chapter Twenty
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In mention of their poets and those amongst them who recited some
poetry to express a meaning
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From their major poets: ‘Antarah ibn Shaddad. His mother was a Zanj! and

he was black. He crafted many outstanding poems, from the most notable
of them being his statement in his famous gasidah:
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The poets have not left any hole in agarment for me to patch,
Have you come to know the house [ofyour love] after doubting her?

It has also been narrated with the wording “mutarannim” (tunes) [instead
ofmutaraddim.] Al-Asma‘lsaid that radama (the third person singular ver-
bal root of mutaraddim) tbawbaka (your garment) means it was patched.
So, the meaning is;: Have the poets left me anything to patch i.e. they have
made poetry about everything, leaving me with no new topic to make po-

etry about.

[Further examples of his poetry are:]



TanwJru ‘I-Ghabashifi Fadli 's-Sudani wa 'l-Habashi

Ao P P £
fl Jjo yiilj (jyl aJAP AU jIJli? A~ C~~-
N «lju Uj alal> c.«f KfAIUN»ijl U c-JIU
o * * * 0%
| VMQB‘ 4GE I MENPI n N AN

O House of‘Ablah at al-Jawa, tell about your dwellers, good morn-
ing O House o f‘Ablah, and be safe from all harm.
Greeting is meant for you in particular from all other ruins, the house
has become deserted after Umm al-Haytham left it.

Ask the horsemen about me in battles O daughter of Malik, if you
were ignorant of how | am therein.

Those who have witnessed the battles would inform that I, envelop
the battlefield and do not take war booty.
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From among their poets: Suhaym, a slave of Banl al-Hashas.
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amir purchased Suhaym and gifted him to ‘Uthman ibn

‘Affan dst, who subsequently returned him and said, “l have no need for
him.” He had many poems and stories.
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Muhammad ibn Khalaf reported upon the authority of Ibn al-A‘rabl,
“Suhaym was an Abyssinian and he was alive during the time oflahiliyah.”
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‘Abdul Malik ibn ‘Abd al-‘Azlz reported upon the authority of Khalid Yusuf
ibn al-Majishun, ““Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah purchased Suhaym, the slave of
Ban! al-Hashas. Then he wrote to ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan stating, ‘I have pur-
chased for you an Abyssinian slave who is a poet.” ‘Uthman wrote back to
him stating, ‘I have no need for him. Take him back, for all this slave poet
would do is: If he is full he will extol your women and if he is hungry he
will lampoon them.” Thus, ‘Abdullah returned him and a man from Ban!
Asad ibn Khuzaymah purchased him from Ban! al-Hashas. He was a robust
Abyssinian; his mother tongue was not Arabic and he used to recite poetry.”
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Al-Zubayr said: ‘Umar ibn Abu Bakr reported to me on the authority of

Abi Salih al-Faqg‘asl, “Suhaym was a slave of Ban! al-Hashas. He was an Ab-
yssinian poet.”
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Al-Zubayr said: Mawhub ibn Rashid al-Kulabl reported to me upon the
authority of Abu Salih al-Faq‘asl, “He was a slave o f Ban! al-Hashas, and he
was an Abyssinian poet. He was besotted with the daughter of his master,
‘Umayrah bint Abl Ma‘bad, and would implicitly express his love. Then an
occasion came when his master, Abu Ma‘bad, set forth upon ajourney and
took him with him. Abu Ma‘bad longed for his daughter and so he stated,

O ‘Umayrah, bid me farewell when you prepare for travel.
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He would repeat this and not add to it.
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Then he said, ‘O Suhaym, help us’, which enticed his hidden emotions to
arouse, and so he said,
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O ‘Umayrah, bid me farewell when you prepare for travel, grey hair
and Islam are sufficient for man as prohibition.
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Then he continued it until he made of it a complete poem, and for it he
became famous. The poem includes couplets that talked about her in an
inappropriate manner; he said:
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We and her slept on two pillows next to a tree, and the wind was
causing the sand to whirl strongly.
My head rested in her palms with her arms wrapped around me, and
her legs enveloped me from behind.
The northerly wind brought chilliness to the late night, and there
was no cover for us except hergarment and mine.
My garment did not lose the fragrance of her scent, for a year, until

itbecame worn out.”
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The reporter continued, “Then Jandal Abu Ma'bad took Suhaym to the
city so as to sell him there, and he said upon a day when he was taken out:

u c s f .. N0«
aJull c..><l
1/0 Ipj QC!li tSy e*» ¢ |[f J oy i
[¢] o n no t
1/Up 1lj 1 wij 151 jCdCa *cLJ ai 15/* 1

I am not fearful ofJandal selling me, for any price, even if his hands
became empty (i.e. empty of money).
[ am] your brother, your free slave, and your fosterling, the one who
settled amongst you and lived with you for a long period.
I am longing already, though | have only spent away a single night, so
how would it be ifthe steed took us away for ten nights?”
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He said, “ThusJandal softened in his view to him and took him back. This
was to the disdain of his people, who admonished him and wished that the
slave be executed. However, Jandal resisted their call and went with him to
the sultan ofthe city, and Suhaym was subsequently jailed and flogged eighty
times. Then Jandal returned with him to his land and Suhaym recited:

} o % N
IXP iJyi! ‘Uajydl bl
IXgP dijdi INST $Uve* SIAP
-~ W sjlu-  1Jsjull Uj Uj
1-U-J djji ~ iLy- M)jjUj J-3- b -L<t* ui
' [e] >
bjj Lu-I iii 5-XJj jui- ~judg jli
ljju i_fjU lip

O Abu Ma'bad, how evil are the wants of the youth, eighty [strikes]
did not remove your confederate from slavery.

They draped me in brown on the morning ofthe infraction as if they
were, devils, leaving neither spirit or a pledge.

The prison is naught but a shade of an abode under which 1 stayed,

and the whip is naught but leather which is fused with skin.
O Abu Ma'bad, by Allah, the love for her will not dissipate, by eighty
lashes, rather the passion will increase through this.

Ifyou kill me you would have killed ason of a female slave, and if you
spare my life, you would have released a standing lion.
Tomorrow many eyes will cry from amongst my [people] and yours,
and my abode will become greater in distance from yours.”
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He continued: 'Abd al-Malik ibn 'Abd al-'Azlz informed me that this last
couplet was composed by al-'Arajl.
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The author states: The end of Suhaym’s affair was that he desired after a
woman from his owner’s family, so they apprehended him and burned him.
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From them was Nusayb ibn Mihjan

Abu Mihjan the poet was the mawla of Abd al-cAzlz ibn Marwan. He was
black.
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Muhammad ibn al-Mu’mmal ibn Talut’s father reported upon the author-
ity ofal-Dahhak ibn 'Uthman al-Huzaml, “I went out during the final days
ofHajj and came across a woman in al-Abwa who caused me to be stunned
due to her beauty, and so | mentioned the words of Nusayb:
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If I could visit Zaynab before the caravan sets off, and say, ‘If we
stayed together for a long time, my heart would never grow weary.’

O my dear friends from Ka'‘b, if you were to find Zaynab, may you
never be lost by Ka‘b.
Then say to her that distance has no impact upon the lovers, contrary
to how it causes distance between [normal] people.

So, he who wishes to stigmatise, forsake or call awrongdoer, hiscom-
panion for a fault when he was not at fault.
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When she heard me mention these couplets, she stated to me, ‘O youth, do
you know the one who stated this poetry?’ | replied, ‘It belongs to Nusayb.’
She said, “Yes, it is as you stated. However, do you know who Zaynab is?’ | re-
plied, ‘No.” She said, ‘By Allah, I am Zaynab.’ | replied, ‘May Allah preserve
you.’ She said, ‘Today is the day of his appointment with the Commander
of the Faithful. He travelled to him during the previous year and promised
to meet me today, and it is possible that you will see him before you leave.””
He said, “And so | saw a rider before | left that place approaching us from
afar, [his figure was] flickering with the mirage [of the heat.] She then said,
‘Do you see that incoming rider? | think that may be him.””
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He continued, “Then the rider approached us and set down until his camel
kneeled down close to the tent, and indeed it was Nusayb. Then he moved
his feet from his saddle and descended. Then he came and greeted me, and
sat besides her, greeting her and then they inquired about each other with
joy. Then she asked him to recite for her any new poetry he had composed.
Thus, he began to recite and | said to myself, ‘These are two lovers who have
been separated for a long time and they must have a need for each other.’
Upon this | stood and went to prepare my ride. He then said to me, ‘Slow
down, | will be with you [shortly.]’ | then sat until he rose, and | rose along-
side him. We walked together for a while and then he turned to me and said,
‘You must have said to yourselfthat these are two lovers meeting after along
time of praise [without meeting], and that they must have a need for each
other?’ | replied, ‘Yes, those were my thoughts.” He said, ‘No, by the Lord
of the building towards which we face [in prayer,] | have never sat with her
closer than what you just saw, and no indecency has ever occurred between

%

us.
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The author states: It has been reported to us that Zaynab was also black.
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Muhammad ibn Mu'adh reported upon the authority oflshaq ibn Ibrahim,
“It was narrated to me by a man from the Quraysh upon the authority of
the one whom had narrated to him: ‘I was performing the Hajj and amongst
my convoy was a man whom | did not know and had never seen before. He
had with him howdahs, heavy items, young boys, slaves and luggage. We
stopped at a designated place to find that a large carpet and cushions had
been prepared there. A Zanjl woman subsequently exited a bawdah (car-
riages on the backs of animals) and sat upon the carpet. Then a Zanjl man
came and sat to her side. | stared for a while in surprise and whilst | was
staring at her, a man passed by us leading a camel whilst singing:
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[Could I] not be with Zaynab before the caravan sets off, and tell her,
‘If we stayed together for a long time, my heart would never grow

weary.’
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He continued, ‘The Zanjl woman suddenly pounced upon the Zanjl man
and struck him. She said, ‘You have exposed me to the people, may Allah
expose you.’ | then asked, ‘Who is this?’ They replied, ‘Nusayb the poet and
she is Zaynab.””
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Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah reported upon the authority of Mu'adh the
Sahib of al-Harwl, “I entered the masjid of al-Kufah and | saw a man of
whom | have never seen anyone else with cleaner clothing than him, also |
have never seen anyone with a darker complexion than him. | said to him,
‘Who are you?’ He replied, ‘I am Nusayb.’ | said, ‘Tell me about yourself
and your companions.’ So, he said, Jamil is our leader. And ‘Umar is the
best of us at descriptive [poetry] regarding women. Kuthayr is the best of
us at moving [poetry] regarding tragedies and allegory. As for me, you have
heard what | recited.’ | said, ‘The people claim that you are not good at sat-
ire.” He replied, ‘Would you agree that | am good at eulogising?’ | replied,
‘Yes.” ‘So, do you view that | cannot utilise both ‘may Allah guard you’ and
‘may Allah debase you’ [in my poetry?]’ | said, ‘O f course [you are able to
do so.]’ He said, ‘However, | see that men fall into two groups: (i) the man
whom | ask nothing from and thus | have no need to make satire of him,
and (ii) those whom I seek from and they reject me, and in this case my own

selfis the one deserving of satire, for it made me ask from him.
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Ayyub ibn ‘Abayah reported upon the authority of a man from Ban! Naw-
fal ibn ‘Abd Manaf, “When Nusayb gained wealth—before which he had
a wife named Umm Mihjan, a black woman—he married a white wom-
an. Umm Mihjan became angry and envious, so he said to her, ‘O Umm
Mihjan, | am not one to be the target of jealousy, for | am an elderly man.
Furthermore, the like of you should not suffer from envy, for you are an
elderly woman. None is dearer to me than you and none worthier of their
rights from me than you. So be easy with me and [l urge] you not to deny it
from me.’ Thus, she became pleased and approved. He said to her after this,
‘Would you be fine with me bringing my new wife to meet you? It is better
for reconciliation and a means of bringing all o f us together, and to prevent
people from gloating’ She replied, ‘That is fine.” Then he gave her a dinar
and stated to her, ‘I would disdain that she sees in you a shortcoming that
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would make her feel better than you, so prepare something for her arrival
tomorrow with this dinar.” Then he went to his new wife and said to her, T
would like you to meet Umm Mihjan tomorrow, and she will bestow hon-
our upon you, and so | would dislike her to appear more generous than you.
So take this dinar and gift it to her when you meet tomorrow, to prevent her
seeing you as being unable [to gift money,] however do not mention to her
[that I gave] the dinar.""
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Then he went to his companion to seek his advice and said to him, ‘I want
to take my new wife to Umm Mihjan tomorrow, and | would like you to
pass by tomorrow and | will ask you to sit for lunch, and after you eat, ask
me which of the two is more beloved to me. | will refuse to do this and will
exaggerate in my refusal to do so. Upon this, you should take an oath that
you must know.’ During the next day his new wife met Umm Mihjan, and
his friend came and was asked to sit. After they ate, the man turned to him
and said, ‘O Abu Mihjan, ‘I would like to know which wife is more beloved
to you.” He said, ‘Subbanalldh\ You ask me this whilst both are listening?!
None have asked me this before.’
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Then he said, ‘I ask you by Allah to inform me, and by Allah | will not ex-
cuse you, and | will not accept less than this.” He replied, ‘Ifyou insist, | will
tell you; the one most beloved to me is the possessor of the « i» . .. And by
Allah | will not increase upon this.” Upon this each of the wives displayed
smiles, as each was pleased due to thinking that she was the one he meant.”
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Yazld ibn Muhammad al-Muhallabi reported upon the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sallam, “Nusayb entered the presence of Yazld ‘Abd al-Ma-
lik on an occasion, and ‘Abd al-Malik stated to him, ‘Inform me ofsome of
your experiences.” He replied, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, I fell in love
with a red slavegirl (i.e. a white one). She kept me wishful for her with false
promises for some time, and so | sent her these couplets:
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Even though | am dark-skinned, musk is darker, and there is nothing

that could change the darkness of the skin.

I have nobility that places agreat distance between me and obscenity,

as the distance between the earth and sky.

The like of me amongst your men would be a rarity, and the like of
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me isnot a person who is kept away from women.

Ifyou are satisfied with me then reply to confirm your approval, and

ifyou refuse me then we are in concurrence.
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When she read these couplets she said, ‘Wealth and intelligence overwhelm

everything else.” She then married me.
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Ibrahim ibn Zayd ibn ‘Abdullah al-Sa‘dl reported to me upon the authority
of his great-grandfather from his grandfather, “I saw a black man with a
white woman, and | became surprised at his darkness and her whiteness. |
approached them and said, ‘Who are you?’ He replied, ‘I am the one who
stated:
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O, what would happen to me, if remoteness separates and distances

us.

Would you cut off from me so the enemies, gloat upon me, or would
you remain faithful?’
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He continued, ‘She cried out, ‘Indeed, by Allah | would remain faithful.” |
asked regarding them and it was said, ‘He is Nusayb and she is Umm Bakr.””
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Al-Riyashi reported upon the authority of al-‘Utbl, “Nusayb entered the
presence of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Marwan on an occasion and he
said to him, ‘Have you fallen in love O Nusayb?’ He replied, ‘Yes, may
Allah make me a ransom for you.” ‘Umar then asked him with whom, and
he replied, ‘With a slavegirl from the Ban! Mudlaj. She was shielded from
me constantly by informants and so | was not able to speak to her except
through indicating with my eyes and gesturing. So, | would sit upon the
road hoping for her to pass so that | could see her, and | wrote the following
in regards to this:
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| sat waiting for her, hoping for her to pass me, so that | could secretly

persuade her if she does not greet me.

When she saw me whilst [enveloped by] informants, her eyes shed

tears, remaining fearful and unable to speak.

Those in love are pitiful, and | would not purchase, the lives of all

lovers [even] foradirham .*
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['Umar ibn] ‘Abd al-‘Azlz then asked him, ‘And what happened to this girl
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from the Mudlaj?’ He replied, ‘She was purchased and bore a child.” He
then asked, ‘Do you still have any feeling in your heart for her?’ He replied,

Just extreme heartache.
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Abu Dulamah the Poet
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His name was Zand ibn al-Jun, the mawld of Ban! Asad. He was an Abys-
sinian slave to a man from the people of Kufah named Fusas ibn Lahiq, who
was from Ban! Asad. This man emancipated him. Then he became the com-
panion ofal-Saffah, al-Mansur, and then al-Mahdl (i.e. Abbasid caliphs). He
had beautiful poetry and anecdotes that were mesmerising and funny.
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Abu Sahl Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Zlyad reported upon the authority
ofThalab, “When Hamadah bint‘lsa—the wife of Mansur—died, Mansur
stood surrounded by the people at her grave-site, in wait of her body, and
Abu Dulamah was with them. Mansur then turned to Abu Dulamah and
said, ‘O Aba Dulamah, what have you prepared for this end?’ He replied,
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‘Hamadah bint ‘Isa, O Commander ofthe Faithful.”” He continued, “Then
the people began to laugh.”
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The nephew of al-Asma’l reported upon the authority of al-Asma’l, “Al-

Mansur ordered Aba Dulamah [to lead] a military campaign against

‘Abdullah ibn ‘All. Abu Dulamah said to him, ‘I implore you by Allah O

Commander of the Faithful, provide me with more of your soldiers, for |

have bore witness to the defeat of nine military campaigns and | fear it be-

ing the tenth.” Al-Mansur laughed due to this and discharged him from his
duty.”
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Tha‘lab reported upon the authority of Muhammad ibn Sallam, “Ruh ibn
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Hatim was participating in a battle and he asked Abu Dulamah to step for-
ward, after a man from the enemy asked for an opponent in a dual. But he
said, ‘I am not battle hardened.” Ruh again said, “You must.” He replied, ‘I
am hungry so feed me.” Then he provided him with bread and meat. [After
he ate], the man then proceeded to the dual and prepared to attack Abu
Dulamah who said, ‘Be patient. Do you know me?’ He replied, ‘No.” Abu
Dulamah then said, ‘Do | know you?’ He replied, ‘No.” Abu Dulamah said,
‘There is no one more foolish than us in the world,” then he invited him
for lunch, they ate together and then left. Then Ruh inquired from him in
regards to what took place. He gave an account of what took place and he
laughed and joked about it with him. He was later asked about this story
and he said:
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| besought Ruh that he not put me forward, to fight, so it would not
start to be a custom for Banu Asad.

All al-Mihlab, the love of death is your legacy, for | will not inherit
from anyone the love for death.
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The author said: Abu Dulamah died in the year 161.
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Abu al-Sagr said that he heard a group of his companions report upon the
authority Abu Zayd al-Basri, “I saw a Zanjl man grasping hold of the cloth
ofthe Ka‘'bah whilst speaking something in the Zanjl language. Then | asked
a Zanjl man who was fluent in the language to explain to me [what he was
saying] and he translated it as,
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My eyes are wounded from excessive tears they shed for you, and due
to you my inner contains that which must be hidden.

Glad tidings for one who died and his bodyparts, from sins they re-

frained.
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Muhammad ibn al-Hasan reported upon the authority of Fahlrah ibn Mur-
rah, “l had a black slave boy who was leading the ride whilst [l was] with
my companions, and he would state in the Zanjl tongue some words which
resembled poetry. Then we came across a man who understood the tongue.
He listened to him and said that he was saying:
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| said to her that | was guided to some young men, and | made agreat
number ofyoung camels kneel down easily.

She said that this is the case for the lovers, and whoever fears, the eyes
ofenemies, will make the night noiseless.
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Al-Qahtabl reported upon the authority of a narrator, ‘One day | was sit-
ting next to a well during scorching hot weather, when a black slave girl
came whilst carrying a pot. When she reached the well, she placed her pot
down, sighed deeply and said:
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The heat of farness, the heat of love, and the heat of both are mixed,

neither of which | can escape.
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And then her pot became filled and she left. | did not remain there long
when ablack man came with a pot, and he placed it where the black woman
placed hers. A black dog passed by him and he threw a piece of bread to it
and said,

| love because of her everything that is black, to the extent that | even

love black dogs due to her.
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Jji
Abl ‘Amr ibn al-‘Ala reported upon the authority of al-Sarrl ibn Jabir, “I
entered the land of the Zanj and | saw a Zanji woman grinding rice and cry-
ing. She was saying something which | could not comprehend, so | asked a
knowledgeable man who said that she was stating:

C Bijst N A3 Y]
n 0
P jijo Jjcadljj <uijp Si NN.il
<0 <GS\ N Jj-Lil diil~>-1) IAJs- JUs p j j diobl

| cast my vision to the right and the left, but | did not find anyone
besides Allah who my heart found affability with.
| came to you in subservience with whom you already now, by your
action and beneficence, you forgive my sins.

Your hands are not hidden regardless if their quantity is great, and

your beneficence extends through the east and the west.
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It reached us upon the authority ofDhu al-Nun al-Misrl that he said, “There
was a day when | was walking through a wild-land area of al-Sham when |
came across a Zanji man with pepperish hair. Whenever he would mention
Allah H his clothing would change and his [colour] would change. His face
would become like the full moon, and his darkness would lighten. | said to
him, ‘O black man, | see something strange about you.” He replied, ‘What
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is it that you see?’ | said, ‘I have seen that whenever you mention Allah Jg
your clothing moves and your colour changes.” He replied, ‘And where is
the strangeness? Are you not aware that if you mention Allah H truly, your
clothing will move and colour will change.” Then the Zanjl paced around

the wilderness and said:
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We remembered Allah and what we did not forget so we remember,
but the breeze of being close [to Allah] arrives and it dazzles.

I live by Allah far from myselfand I live by Allah for Him, for He has
informed us about Him and expressed it.
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It reached us upon the authority of one of the Salaf that he said, “l came

across ablack man in the wilderness, and whenever he would mention Allah
Jg his complexion would turn white. | said to him, ‘What is this?’” And he

replied by reciting,
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| die when | remember You and then | come back to life, how many
times have | died due to You and how many times have | been brought
back to life.

| have drunk love cup after cup, and the drink is never finished and
neither is my thirst.
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Chapter Twenty One

(H~AUrO o'~ " N d* /> ]
In mention of a group of discerning, intelligent and generous black
men and women
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Al-‘Utbl reported upon the authority of al-Asma’‘l, “One day when Sulay-
man ibn ‘Abd al-Malik was travelling with his convoy, a black man present-
ed himselfto him. He was wearing two burdahs, one used as an izdr (lower
garment) and one asarida’(upper garment). He took hold of the reigns of
Sulayman’s animal and said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, fear Allah H
and remember the calling.” Sulayman asked, ‘And what is the calling?’ The

man replied, ‘Allah H stated: {Then an announcer will announce among
them, “The curse of Allah shall be upon the wrongdoers.”} "0
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Upon this Sulayman cried excessively, then he raised his head to him and
said, ‘Woe unto you, what isyour complaint?’ He replied, ‘“Your administra-
tor in Yemen has oppressed me O Commander ofthe Faithful. He seized my
estate and consolidated it within yours.”” He continued, “Sulayman imme-
diately called for ink and paper. He wrote by his own hand to his represent-
ative in Yemen, that he return the seized estate of this individual in addition
to a similar sized plot from his (i.e. Sulayman’s) estate, and that he not treat
anyone oppressively.”
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Uthman ibn Muhammad al-Anmatl reported upon the authority of
Amr ibn Abi Qays, “‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far went out one day to the walls of
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Madinah. Whilst he was there, he came across a black man [sitting] upon
one of the walls and he was eating, and a dog was sitting in front of him.
Whenever he would take a bite, he would throw the same amount to the
dog, and he did not stop doing so until he finished his food. ‘Abdullah ibn
Ja‘far stood close to him whilst watching him, and when he finished, he
approached him and said, ‘Ogbuldm, to whom do you belong?’ He replied,
‘l belong to the heirs of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan.” He said, ‘I saw you do some-
thing strange.” ‘He replied, ‘What did you see as strange O sire?’ He said, ‘I
saw you eating and whenever you ate a morsel you would throw an equal
amount to the dog.” He replied, ‘O sire, he has been my close companion
for years and so | feel obliged to treat him as my equal in food.” ‘Abdullah
ibn Ja'far said to him, ‘Even less than this is plenty.” He replied, ‘O sire, by
Allah 1 would feel shame if Allah it saw me eating whilst eyes o f the hungry
watched on.’
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Then he left, and he went to the heirs o f‘'Uthman and met them. He said,
‘I come with a need.’ They replied, ‘What is your need?’ He said, ‘That you
sell to me aspecific property.”’ They replied, ‘We will gift it to you.” He said,
‘I will not purchase it except if | pay double [its price.]’ So, he brought it
and said to them, ‘And [l request] you to sell me the black slave boy.” They
replied to him, ‘Indeed we raised him and he is like one of us.” He did not
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leave from them until they sold him and then he left. During the next morn-
ing when he was with the slave boy in the property, he stated to him, ‘Are
you aware that | purchased you and this property from your masters?’ He
replied, ‘May Allah bless you in that which you have purchased. However,
| feel dejected at being separated from my masters for they raised me.” Then
it was said to him, ‘You are now free and this property belongs to you.” He
said, ‘If you are truthful, O my master, then | testify that | endow it to the
heirs of ‘Uthman ibn Affan.” Abdullah ibn Ja'far was amazed at this and

said, ‘I have never seen such athing [as | have on] this day.
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Abdullah ibn al-Haytham reported upon the authority of al-Asma’‘l, “A
man was chasing after a black woman and she said to him, “If you have no
piety to refrain from that which is prohibited, do you not have an intellect
sound enough to make you stop?’ He said, ‘Who sees us except the stars?’
She replied, ‘Then what about the Creator of the stars?™’
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Sald al-MadInl reported upon the authority of one of his companions, “A
man from the people of al-Hijaz visited Malik and stayed over at his house.
My father asked, ‘Who is this man?’ It was said to him, ‘He is Malik.” Besides
him, there was a young black girl picking up date-stones. Malik said, ‘May
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Allah strike the one who stated:

jdJIr AJp A U 33 p

Mind the love and the water of who | love, O Malik, awe to you how

much in love you are.’
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[I said,] ‘I cannot see what Malik loves in her; she is just a black pot.” The

young black girl replied, ‘By Allah, and truly he is in love with her, that you
never experienced.””
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Abl Muhammad al-‘Amirl reported upon the authority of Ismail ibnJami’,
“My father used to admonish me for singing and he would bear down heavi-
ly upon me, and so | fled from him to my uncle in Yemen. He settled me in a
room which had abalcony overlooking a river flowing through agarden. On
one occasion | was on the balcony when a black woman with a water-skin
appeared. She descended to the water hole, sat down, placed her water-skin
down and sang:
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To Allah | complain about her miserliness while | am generous, |

gave her honey and she retorted with wormwood.

Rectify the broken heart which you killed, and do not leave this heart

to wander while being in love.
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And then her eyes shed tears and | could not hold my feelings. | hoped that
she would continue, however she did not do so. She filled her water-skin
and rose, and then | went down and hurried after her. | said to her, ‘O girl,
| sacrifice my father and mother for you, repeat the song.” She replied, T
have no obligation to you.’ | said, ‘With what [can | persuade you?]’ She
replied, ‘There is a tax upon me, two dirhams for each day.” So I gave her
two dirhams and she sat until | had memorised her words. She then left and
| spent the rest of the day in leisure, and so by the next morning | could not
remember asingle part ofit. Then the black woman appeared again and did
as she had done previously, however this time she sang something else. She
rose to leave and | followed after her. | said to her, ‘I have forgotten a part of
the rhythm [from yesterday.]’ She replied, ‘The like of you does not forget
a rhythm, try to find it out whilst you sing the other parts.’ She refused to
repeat it except for two dirhams, and so | gave her. She then repeated it and
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| remembered, so | said to her, ‘That is sufficient.” She said, ‘It seems that
you view four dirhams to be excessive. By Allah, | foresee that you will make
four thousand dinar from it.””
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IbnJami‘continued, “Then on one occasion | was singing for al-Rashld and
in front of him were four sacks, and within each sack there was one thou-
sand dinar. He said, ‘Whoever entertains me will have a sack, so sing asong
for me.’ So, | sang him a song and he threw a sack towards me, and then he
asked me to repeat it. | repeated it and he threw another sack towards me.
This repeated again and he threw a third sack towards me upon which |
laughed. He said to me, ‘Why do you laugh?’ | said, ‘O Commander of the
Faithful, there is a strange story behind this song.’ | related the incident to
him and he laughed and threw a fourth sack towards me. He subsequently
said, ‘We will not let the black woman’s words become untrue.’ Thus, | left
there with four thousand.”
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Ibn Khalaf said: It was reported by al-Asma‘l upon the authority o f'Amr
ibn al-‘Ala, “l came to Jarir and said to him, ‘Inform me of the most offen-
sive couplet which was composed to ridicule you.” He said that it was the
statement,
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You are the stagnant water of the source of (all) evil, as every flowing

water shall eventually become stagnant.'l
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And behind him was a pretty black girl who said, ‘He has lied to you, by
Allah.” The most offensive satirical couplet to him was his statement,
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Noble men will not attribute you to their fathers, for you will always
be attributed to Atiyyah (i.e. his father).
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Jarir said, ‘This mean girl has spoken the truth.””
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71 [T] To translate this couplet, a different wording of the statement of al-Farazdaq to
Jarir was considered:

/A" Jr~j AbL- JE]_j iXw Is" Ojly Pl
They had a famous rivalry, which was documented in the book N agaidJarir wa al-
Farazdag. The reason for it being considered to be such a belittling form of satire is
because stagnant water has seeped through the soil and gathered at the lowest part of

the ground. And it is at the same time the source of evil yet stagnant i.e. useless. And
Allah knows best.
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Ibn Khalafsaid: Hamdun ibn ‘Abdullah reported to me upon the authority
of Abu Hashlshah, “Badl had the prettiest of faces, she was a teacher of the
earnest, she was yellow skinned from al-Madinah, and she was the best of
the people at singing. She belonged to Ja‘far ibn Musa al-Hadl, and when
she came to the attention of Muhammad ibn Zubaydah he sent a message
to Ja'far requesting to purchase her, to which he refused. Muhammad then
visited Ja'far at his abode and he heard [songs] the like o fwhich he had not
heard before. He said, ‘O my brother, sell me this slavegirl.” He replied, ‘O
sire, | am not the type to sell a slave.” He said, ‘Then gift her to me.” He
replied, ‘She is free after | die (i.e. a mudabbirah)." Muhammad then duped
Ja'far into getting drunk and Ja'far fell asleep. Muhammad subsequently
commanded that Badal be taken away to his ship, and then they left. When
Ja'far became sober he asked in regards to Badal, and when he was informed
of what took place, he fell silent. Muhammad sent for him the following
day, and when he went, he found Badal sitting and singing. However, he
did not say anything, and when he was preparing to leave, Muhammad
said, ‘Load my cousin’s ship with dirhams" It was loaded and the amount
reached twenty million dirhams. Badal remained in the abode of Muham-
mad ibn Zubaydah until that which took place to them occurred.”
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Abu Muhammad al-Rabadhi reported upon the authority o f‘Abdullah ibn
‘Umar ibn ‘Atlq, “I left Makkah with Ya'qub ibn Ahmad ibn Kasib. When
we reached Wudan we met a slave girl from the people of Wudan. Ya'qub
said to her, ‘O girl, what did Nu‘m do?’ She replied, ‘Ask Nusayb.’ Ya'qub
said, ‘May Allah strike you, | have never seen before today one as intelli-
gent and prepared with the correct answer as this.” Ya'qub intended with
his question the statement of Nusayb in regards to Nu‘m, who was leaving
Wudan:
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0 tent dweller from the heart oflIrthid, travelling to the date palmsof
Wudan. What did Nu'm do?

1 asked every rider | met in regards to her, however, | know nothing

about her since she left.””
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Muhammad ibn al-Fadl reported upon the authority of his father that
al-Qahdaml said, “Dhu al-Rummah entered al-Kufah and whilst riding
through its streets upon his high-bred camel he saw a black slave girl stand-
ing at the doorway of an abode. He became attracted to her and his heart
was affected by this. He approached her and said, ‘O girl, provide me with
some water.’ She provided him with ajug and he drank. Then he intended
to jest with her in order to provoke her to enter into a conversation, thus he
said to her, ‘How hot is your water!” She replied, ‘I f you wished you would
have paid heed to the defects ofyour poetry, instead of the temperature of
my water.” He said, ‘Inform me which of my poems have such defects?’ She
replied, Am | not speaking to Dhu al-Rummah?’ He said, ‘Indeed that is
so.” She replied,
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You are the one who compared your love to a goat, does your love,
Umm Salim have a tail above her behind.

You envisaged for her [with such a comparison] two horns upon her
forehead, and gave her two black hoofs.

And two legs, ifthey can get hold ofyou, O Ghaylan, your cheek will
be scarred like a cauterisation.

O female deer standing on the soft land with great beauty, yet you are
nothing compared to Umm Salim.
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He replied to this, ‘I beseech you by Allah that you take my ride and
everything loaded upon it, and do not expose this to anyone nor mention
what took place.” He then descended from his ride and passed it to her, he
left on foot but she returned his ride and promised that she will never in-
form anyone of what took place.”
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Abu al-Qasim ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Katib reported from one ofthe
noblemen of al-Kufah, “There was a man within it from the descendants
ofal-Hasan, known as al-Adra‘, and he was known for being stout-hearted.
In a dilapidated area of al-Kufah something strange would appear to those
passing within it. It gave out light and sometimes it would appear tall whilst
at other times it would appear short. It was said that this was a spectre and
so the people became frightened of it. One night al-Adra‘ went out riding
to deal with some issues. He said to me about this, ‘I was confronted by
something dark yet light and it appeared that a tall figure was before me. |
rejected what | saw, and when | regained my senses | said, As for this being
a devil or aspectre then this is falsehood, this is naught but a man.’ | made
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dhikr of Allah H and sent salat upon the Prophet fj§, then | gathered the
reigns of my horse tightly and charged at him and hit him. The effect ofthis
was that it increased in height and brightness of its light. My horse became
frightened due to this and so | had to restrain it. The person then attempted
to climb upon the horse, and his height reduced to that of a standing per-
son. When the horse was about to trample him, he fled and | pursued him.
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He reached a dilapidated building and entered within it, so | followed him
in. He had descended within a cellar therein, | then dismounted my horse
and tethered it, and descended with my sword drawn. When | reached the
cellar, | anticipated that he wanted to flee from me based upon his move-
ment, so | hurled my self on him and my hand touched the body of a hu-
man. | grasped hold of it and dragged it out. | found then that it was in fact
ablack woman. | said to her, ‘What are you? |f you do not inform me, | will
strike you down this very moment.” She replied, ‘Before anything, are you
human or ajinn? | have never seen one as stout-hearted as you before.’ | said
again, ‘What are you?’ She replied, ‘I am the slave of the people of so-and-
so, a tribe from Kufah. | fled from them many years ago and isolated myself
within this dilapidated building. | had an idea that | could hide myselfbe-
hind this allusion and beguile the people into thinking that | am a spectre,
thus no one would approach this place. On some nights | would come out
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to the young people there and they would become frightened and refrain
from coming here. On occasion they would throw their handkerchiefs and
garments to me. | would pick them up and sell them on the next day, using
the proceeds to feed myselffor the following days.’
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| said, ‘Then what was this presence which would sometimes appear tall
and sometimes short, and the light that could be seen?’ She replied, ‘I have
a long, black garment which | took from the cellar and also a number of
solid tubes. | joined the tubes together in the garment and when | would
raise it, it would appear tall. When | wanted it to appear shorter, | would
remove the tubes one by one so as to make it shorter. As for the light, |
would hold the thread ofa candle in my hand, and | would only show the
tip of the candle, enough to illuminate the garment.” She then showed me
the candle, garment and the tubes. She then said, ‘By Allah, this illusion has
worked for twenty odd years. | have rebuffed the horsemen of Kufah and
the valiant people therein. None came forward to me except you. | have not
witnessed one more stout-hearted than you.” Al-Adra‘ took her to Kufah
and returned her to her masters. She used to mention this story, and none
saw a sign of this spectre after this, so it seems that it is true.”
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Chapter Twenty Two
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In mention of the worshippers and ascetics amongst the black people

From those whose names are known, besides those mentioned previously
from the Companions and the Tabun, are:

4i$Ufa» i\
Abu Mu'awiyah al-Aswad72

His name is al-Yaman, and he resided in Tarsus.
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72 His biography is in Siyar A*ldm al-Nubald (9/78). Al-Dhahabl said, ‘He isamongst
the majorawliyd of Allah. He was the companion of Sufyan al-Thawri, Ibrahim al-Ad-
ham and others. He would give exhortations and wise adages.
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‘Abdullah ibn Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath reported upon the authority of Aba
Hamzah—i.e. Ibn al-Faraj alAslam| the servant of Abu Mu awiyyah al-As-
wad—, “Abu Mu awiyyah, the mawld of AbuJa'far the Commander of the
Faithful, would state to the people, ‘Make use of me for | am your slave. For
indeed | was purchased with the spoils of war.” Fie had in his possession a
pure-bred horse upon which he had rode during incursions. He was offered
seventy dinars for it. He saw a young man in the house go out to perform
ghusl; he did it three times during the same night. The following morning
Abu Muawiyyah took his horse and gave it to the youth. He said to him,
‘This is yours O youth, use it to attain abondmaiden.””
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He continued, “He would supplicate to Allah H to make tasty anything he
put in his mouth. He would go out to the wilderness and gather herbs, dry-
ing them within his abode. He would circulate the mazabil (dumps) and
pick out bones from which the meat had been boiled off or removed, and
he would mix them with the herbs.
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Ahmad ibn Ibrahim reported upon the authority o f‘Abdah al-Khurasanl,
“When Abu Mu'awiyyah al-Aswad fell ill he would place down a bowl and
put honey to its side. If someone came to visit him, he would be asked, O
Aba Mu'awiyyah, do you not desire to eat?” And he would reply:, ‘I am too
full to eat the little honey left in the pot. There is nothing else | desire to eat
that would keep me away from people.””
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Ahmad ibn Abi al-Hawari reported upon the authority of Ahmad ibn
Wadf, “Abu Mu awiyah al-Aswad said, ‘My brothers are all better than me.’
It was subsequently said to him, ‘How is that O Aba Muawiyah?’ He re-
plied, ‘All of them view me as superior to them, and he who views me as
superior to himselfis actually better than me.””
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Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Ramahurmuzl reported upon the authority of
his father, “I heard Abu Muawiyah al-Aswad— whilst he was upon the bor-
der of Tarsus deep within the night—crying, whilst saying, ‘Indeed, he who
places this worldly life as his main concern will face a lengthy standing [on
the Day ofJudgement] due to this. He whom fears that which awaits him
will not be able to find a way out, and he whom fears the recompense will
abstain from that which he desires from this worldly life. O destitute, ifyou
desire abundant reward, reduce your sleep in the night to the minimum and
accept the intelligent counsellor when he provides you with clear advice. Do
not concern yourselfwith the livelihood o fthose who you will leave behind,
asyou are not burdened with this. Be prepared to present answers for when
you stand before the Majesty of your Lord. Do good deeds and leave alone
the many distractions, hasten in doing so before that which is warned about
takes place. [This is] when your soul will reach your throat, and that which
you love will be cut offfrom you. | am envisaging the soul reaching up to the
throat and you are in the throes of dead and in distress, your need for your
family then ceases whilst you see them around you. Your final destiny there
depends upon your deeds. Patience is the most enveloping of deeds, and it
has a lofty reward. Make the remembrance of Allah the predominant part of
your deeds, and withhold your tongue from anything else.””
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Then Abu Mu awiyah cried heavily and said, ‘Woe [to me] for the day upon
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which my colour will change, my tongue will stammer, my saliva will dry

and my provisions will be minute.
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‘Uthman ibn al-Sakan heard from the mu adhin of Gaza on the authority of
Abu al-Zahra, “I arrived at Tursus and entered the presence of Abl Mu'awi-
yah. He had become blind and in his house was a hanging mushaf{copy of
the Quran). | said to him, ‘May Allah have mercy upon you, [you have] a
mushafthough you are blind?’ He replied, ‘My brother, will you keep what
you have witnessed a secret until | die?’ | replied, ‘Yes.” He said, ‘Verily, when
I desire to recite the Quran my vision becomes restored.””
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‘Abdullah ibn Khubayq reported upon the authority o f‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn ‘Abdullah, “A man transgressed against Abu Mu'awiyah al-Aswad. A
man said to him, ‘Cease this.” Abu Mu'awiyah then said, ‘Let him take it all
out on me until he is satisfied.” Then he said, ‘O Allah, forgive the sin which

caused You to impose this man upon me.
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fahm reported upon the authority of
Yahya ibn Ma‘ln, “I witnessed Abu Muawiyah al-Aswad collecting torn
clothes from a dumping ground and he would sew them and wash them.
It was said to him, ‘O Abu Muawiyah, why do you dress so?’ He replied,
‘What befalls a person in this life is not of consequence, for Allah ™ will
compensate the unfortunate with Jannah.’”
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Dhu al-Nun Thawban ibn Ibrahim Abu al-Fayd al-Masri
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He was of Nubian origin.
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Abu ‘Umar stated in the book A mdn al-M awdli (The Elite o fthe M aw ali),
“Amongst them was Dhu al-Nun ibn Ibrahim al-IkhmIml. His father was a
Nubian named lbrahim.”
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Jj AS- A il cris'u
The author says: Ibrahim had a number ofsons: Dhu al-Nun, Dhu al-Kifl,
‘Abd al-Hadl and al-Humaysa‘. Dhu al-Nun was once incarcerated, then
food was brought to him and it was given to him by his jailer. He refused
to eat it, and said, ‘Verily it has passed through the hand of an oppressor.”™
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Ibn Jalla said, “I met six hundred shaykhs, four amongst them were unpar-
alleled. Dhu al-Nun was one of them.”
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Abu al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Razl reported upon the
authority ofYusufibn al-Husayn, “I heard Dhu al-Nun say, ‘Accompanying
the pious beautifies one’s life. One will find the entirety ofgood in a pious

companion; for if you forget, they will remind you, and if you remember,
they will aid you.””
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Faris al-Baghdadl reported upon the authority of Yusufibn al-Husayn, “I
said to Dhu al-Nun as | left him, ‘Whom should | frequent?’ He replied,
‘It is upon you to make as your companion the one who will remind you
of Allah H just through looking at him. The one whose religiosity moves
you from deep within, conversations with him increase you in knowledge,
his deeds make you tread through this earth as an ascetic, and you will not
infringe against Allah Jg whilst you are in his proximity. He is the one who
exhorts you through his actions and not through his words.’
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| also heard Dhu al-Nun saying, ‘The body ails with pain and the heart ails
through sin. So just as the body does not attain the pleasure of food during
an ailment, the heart does not attain the sweetness of worship in the pres-
ence ofsin.’
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I also heard him saying, ‘The one who does not comprehend the true extent
of Allah’s blessings will have it taken away in a manner which he cannot

foresee.
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Bakran ibn Ahmad reported upon the authority of Yusuf ibn al-Husayn,
‘I heard Dhu al-Nun say, ‘Allah H has not rewarded his slaves with a robe

greater than the intellect, a necklace more beautiful than knowledge, nor an
ornament superior to prudence. The perfect result of their combination is
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tagwd (God-consciousness).”
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Masqalah reported upon the authority ofSa‘ld
ibn ‘Uthman, “I heard Dhu al-Nun say, ‘Whomsoever slits the throat of av-
arice with the sword of abstinence and fills with [soil] the trench o fattach-
ment [to the worldly,] he will gain the pleasure of servitude. He who seeks
water with the rope of asceticism attached to the pail of good deeds will
drink from the well of wisdom. He whom treads through the valleys of de-
spondency will surely gain the everlasting life. The one who cuts down the
grass of sins with the sickle of devoutness will have the gardens of upright-
ness illuminated for him. He who cuts his tongue with the blade of silence
will gain the pleasantness of bliss. He who armours himself with truthful-
ness will find strength when combating the army of falsehood. However, he

who becomes happy due to the praise of the ignorant will be clothed by the
Devil in the garment of the fool.”
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Yusufibn al-Husayn reported that al-Fath ibn Shahraf said, “l entered the
presence of Dhu al-Nun whilst he was in the throes of death, and | said to
him, ‘How do you feel?’ He replied by saying:
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I am dying but my intense love for you (referring to Allah) will not
pass away, and my thirst for truthful love for you will notbe quenched

nor will my hastiness.

Towards indulging in my desires, all o fwhich [revolve around] you, |

experienced sufficiency in all aspects when | was in need.

You are the utmost that | seek and the end point of my desires, and

the focus of my hope, the protector of my secrets.

My heart is certain o fyou, what you have manifested.
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Between my ribs there are [feelings] for You which | do not reveal,
and of which | never showed a hint, even to my family and neigh-
bours.

My secrets are not hidden to you, though | do not make these known,
let alone announce them.

So bestow upon me your breeze which breathes life into me when it
draws close, and provide me with ease from you to repulse my hard-
ships.

You have illuminated [the path to] guidance for the guided though
they, did not possess from knowledge even one hundredth of it.

You provided them with knowledge and they were directed by its
light, and through this they became aware of deep, intricate matters.

[They pierced] the meanings of the unknown to the extent that it
was as if, the unknown was something present in a house.

Their information was limited but their hearts saw you, mentally yet
like [they saw you through] ironclad vision.

And You gathered within it scattered grief,

According to decree and grief is in accordance to that which is de-
creed.

Are you not the guide of the riders when they are confused and lost?
And the safeguard o f whoever is standing on the edge of abank.”
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Al-Fath ibn Shahraf continued, “And when it became heavy upon him, |
asked him, ‘How are you finding it?’ He replied,
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There is nothing | can do except to hold my tongue and fall in silence,
and place my cheek on my hand when | remember You.

If a tear rushed into my eyes, one after another | would withhold,
until I could no longer hold them back.

My tears then flood out with which I cool down, the heat of the hid-
den feelings | have.

0 You who is the ultimate hope of all devotees, grant me the joy of
Your company with all visitors.

1then would never care about anything, if you will be my Lord, my
neighbour in this life and next.

I :i jLcku!
J] V-SJ ) Ny N
(B IS (BRI | j*A L j* lip-

¢~ sJjtalt

The author says: Dhu al-Nun reported many ahadith upon the authority
ofMalik, Layth ibn Sa‘d, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad and oth-
ers. He passed away in Giza, and he was transported upon a ride to a large
canopy in fear of the extent of crowding by the people upon the bridge. He

was buried within the graveyard of the people of Ma aflr in Dhu al-Qi‘dah
of the year 146.
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Abu al-Khayr al-Tinati73
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73 His biography is in Siyaral-A1dm al-Nubald (16/22).
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He resided in al-Taynat, a village in Antioch. He was nicknamed as al-Aqta‘
due to him having a severed hand. The reason for this was that he was in a
mountainous region of Antioch seeking permissible [sustenance,] and he
was sleeping there. He took an oath by Allah that he would not eat any
of the fruits of the mountain except that which fell due to the wind. He
remained there for days without the wind blowing to him anything at all.
Then a day came where he saw a pear tree from which he craved to eat, but
he did not act upon this craving. The wind then blew it towards him, and he
picked one of the pears. It so happened that a group of thieves had crossed
this route and were sitting and dividing [their spoils.] The Sultan caught up
to them and apprehended them, taking Abu al-Khayr with them. A hand
and foot from each of them was amputated. Abu al-Khayr’s hand was am-
putated, and when his foot was about to be amputated a man recognised
him and said to the leader, ‘Do you wish to ruin yourself? This is Abu al-
Khayr.” The leader wept at hearing this, and he asked for his forgiveness and
so he forgave him, and then he said, ‘1 am cognisant of my sin [which led to

the amputation.]
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Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Sulaml reported upon the authority of Mansur ibn
‘Abdullah, “Abu al-Khayr said, ‘Frivolous words are too much for the heart
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to hold so it moves them to the tongue, and then they are expressed by the

tongues of the fools.
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He said, “I also heard him say, ‘I entered MadInat al-Rasul sj] (Madlnah)
and | was destitute. | resided there for five days without tasting any food.
| went to the grave and greeted the Prophet ~ and Abi Baler and ‘Umar. |
then said, ‘I am your guest tonight, O Messenger of Allah.” So, I lay upon a
side and slept behind the minbar. Whilst sleeping | saw the Prophet djf in
a dream; Abu Bakr was to his right, ‘Umar was to his left and ‘All ibn Abi
Talib was at his front. ‘All ibn Abi Talib moved me and said, ‘Stand, for the
Messenger of Allah i8> has come.’ So, | stood and went to him, and | kissed
him [on the forehead] between his eyes. He provided me with a loaf, | ate
halfand then awoke, finding within my hand halfa loaf.””
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Ibn Bakawayh reported upon the authority of Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-
Maraghl, “I heard Abu al-Khayr al-TInatl saying, ‘I resided in Makkah for a
year and endured therein hardship and poverty. And whenever | wished to
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leave to deal with my issue, | would hear a voice stating, ‘Would you turn the
forehead with which you prostrate to Me towards another besides me?””
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Abu al-Husayn ‘All ibn Mahmud al-Sufl reported upon the authority of
‘All ibn Muthanna, “I heard Abu al-Khayr say, ‘One does not attain the
station of nobility except through compliance [with the Sunnah,] observing
the religious mandates, accompanying the pious and serving the needy and
the righteous.”
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‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Bakr reported upon the authority of Muhammad ibn
al-Fadl, “I left Antioch and entered Taynat. | entered the presence of Abu
al-Khayr al-Aqgta‘ unexpectedly, and without his permission. | saw him sew-
ing with his hands, and | became surprised at this. He saw me and said, ‘O
enemy o fyour self, what made you do this?’ | replied, ‘I was moved to do so
by the affection | have for you.’ He laughed and said to me, ‘Sit, but do not
do such athing after today.” Then he said, ‘Conceal what you have seen for
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as long as | am alive.” And so | obliged.””
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Al-Shlrazl reported upon the authority of Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Sab-
bak, “We used to watch Abu al-Khayr al-TInatl through asmall opening and
he would be sewing with his hand but when he would come out we would
see it still amputated.”
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Abu Bakr al-Misrl said, “I heard a poor man from amongst us known as
al-Ansarl saying, ‘I entered the presence of Abu al-Khayr and he gave me
two apples, placing them in my pocket. | said, ‘I will not eat them, rather
I will keep them and enjoy the blessings of his apples as | hold him in high
esteem. | suffered greatly from poverty at the time but | endeavoured not to
eat them. | placed great exertion into this until | finally capitulated and took
one out to eat. | then put my hand in to take the second one and found two
apples there. | remained eating them until | reached Mosul. | passed by a ru-
ined building from which an ill man called, ‘O people, I desire apples and it
is not the season for apples.’ | took out the two apples and gave them to him.
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He ate them and his soul left him thereafter. | thus came to the realisation
that the shaykh gave me them due to this ill individual.””
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Ibn Jahdam reported upon the authority ofBukayr ibn Muhammad, “I was
with Abu al-Khayr amongst agroup, and they were making mention ofmir-
acles. He said, ‘Many have made mention o f so-and-so walking to Makkah
in a night. [However,] | know ofan Abyssinian slave who was sitting within
theJam i Masjid of Atarablus. His head was lying upon his rags and the
goats of the Haram (i.e. the holy sanctuary of Makkah) crossed his mind,
so he said in his heart, ‘I wish | was at the Haram.” At this point he stopped
narrating the story. The congregation indicated to each other with their eyes
and concurred that he (Abu al-Khayr) was that man.”
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Abu al-Khayr passed away after [the year] 340.
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Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ishaq ibn Sakinah al-Azajl reported upon the author-
ity of Abu al-Hasan ibn Khayrun, the companion of Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-
‘Azlz, “Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-‘Az!z stated to me, ‘I was with my teacher—i.e. Abu
Bakr al-Khallal—whilst | was a growing youth. A group gathered after ‘ishd
to talk about the Hereafter. Then they said to each other, ‘We have not seen
Mughbil, i.e. the black man who works as aguard, for alengthy period.’ They
then stood and sought after him, and my teacher—i.e. al-Khallal—said to
me, ‘Do not leave, rather guard the door.’ | waited until they had traversed
a fair distance and then | locked the door and followed them. When we
reached a certain pathway, he said, ‘He is there... | can see an individual be-
hind us.” They came to a halt and said to me, ‘Who are you?’ | remained
guiet due to fear of my teacher. One ofthem said to him, ‘By Allah, can you
leave him?’ So, he let me be, and | went with them.

p X X n pO A
. " ‘o ,
[>A"13 Ijisti il irolj j- 5 A £33
A A fapUdll y 37§ coAL-
"Bl tjT-oui-l  p@=  tblpA-i i34 plir? bAU> IKi Abj

U alni L3o jbMNiiul ~-ljidl Hla jl ~bu Adbl 3~ 3

234



llluminating the Darkness: The Virtues o f Blacks and Abyssinians

(T>- ijlii ITa 49l [1-%] b
vJ&6 Ai U Aijyu A*Lii (£ibLM JUU thgieG™ ijo J
~N @bbbj tAJji-li (JiN (34 @82 AjUNID Ai» Ciji
Allis* jIpJ tjlST Uif ~yih ilii alll 373 QIsiS] 3N .

yP\ ~b>5lj I | dT5

We then entered a plantation within which were aubergines, and a black
man was therein standing in prayer. They gave the saldm and then sat until
he completed the prayer. [After he finished,] he brought out a bag within
which was dry pieces of bread and ground salt, and then he stated, ‘Eat.’
They thus ate and recounted the miracles of the Awliya, and the man re-
mained silent. One individual from the group said, ‘O Muqbil, we came to
visit you yet you have not said anything to us.” He replied, ‘Whom am | [to
speak,] and I do not have anything to mention except that | know ofa man
who if he would ask Allah H to turn this plantation ofaubergine into gold,
it would happen.’ By Allah, he had barely finished speaking when | saw the
aubergine turning into gold. My teacher—i.e. al-Khallal—said to him, ‘O
Mugbil, is there permission for one to take from it?’ He replied, ‘Take [from
it.]’ The aubergine was still in the soil and so my teacher pulled it out ofthe
soil with all of its roots, and found that everything within it was gold. A
small aubergine and some leaves fell off it, which | picked up and some of
which remain with me today.” He continued, ‘He then prayed two units and
asked Allah to return the plantation to its original state. Then the place of

that root reverted to that of an aubergine.
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He was married to the sister of Ibrahim al-Khawas. He was a pious man and
would travel with al-Khawas whilst relying upon Allah (i.e. for provisions
etc.).

000

Abu Hammad al-Aswad

dtI>- jiV Il A 1Al A jATs- bLjl I L [ ~x ]
% y % 0 | f t 0
Ji p cEjto_j>I [ Cr =Vmj NNy
¥ 0] ® 0] t
J Co 4n=>jl AJIXIL A>QL»Il A Ajl ~jadl
X) iInjj UJ a*>LJjl Sjl~Jal Nij

Muhammad ibn Naslr reported upon the authority ofJa'far ibn Ahmad
al-Sarraj that 'All ibn Muhammad al-Muzayyin said regarding Abu Ham-
mad al-Aswad—known as al-Zanjl,— “He spent thirty years in front o f the
Ka'bah at Masjid al-Haram. He would not leave there except to purify him-
selffor the prayer and he was not seen eating or drinking.”
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It was also said by Abu al-Hasan al-Muzayyin, Abu Hammad would turn
white when he attained wajd (spiritual ecstasy) and when it would subside,
he would return to his original colour.””
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Ja‘far aI-Duba‘lreported upon the authority of Malik ibn Dinar, “There was
a black man within Makkah who was called Suhayb. His mistress would say
to him, ‘O Suhayb you have made yourselfof no use for me, as during the
day you fast and you spend your nights standing in prayer.”” He continued,
“He would reply to her, ‘When | remember the Fire my sleep flutters away
and when | remember the Paradise my motivation for it intensifies.””
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Musa ibn Haban reported upon the authority of Anas ibn Malik, “l saw
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab on an occasion when a black slave came to him and
said, ‘O Commander ofthe Faithful, did not Allah k state: {The believers
are naught but brothers.}”4He replied, ‘Certainly, yes.” The man said, ‘As
| am your brother, come with me and help me with a need of mine.” ‘Umar
sprung up, placed his hand within the hand of the black man and went to
a hut he had in al-Baqgf. The man said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, are
you not fearful of Allah that your abode is sheltered whilst | am here in a
damp, dilapidated and filthy condition, [using some of the rags] to cover
myselfand some to sleep upon. By the One who sent Muhammad with the
truth, 1 will not exonerate you from this until the Day ofludgement unless
| receive from you my rights which have been denied to me.’
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‘Umar cried out at this, placed earth upon his head and lamented, “May the
mother o f‘'Umar be deprived of him, O black man please forgive me.’ The
black man then wept and said, ‘I have forgiven you.’ ‘Umar then ordered
him to be given clothing and money. At this the man said, ‘As for the cloth-
ing you offer, | accept it from you, however | have no need for the money.’
‘Umar replied, ‘Why so?’ He said, ‘I fear that if | take these dirhams, I will be
tested by infatuation with them.” ‘Umar left him after this. He later sought
to find him and enquired regarding him, however he was not able to ascer-
tain where he had gone.”
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Salih ibn Sulayman reported upon the authority of Muhammad ibn al-
Munkadir, “I had a pillar o f my own in the masjid of the Messenger of Allah

I leant upon it on one occasion when a black man came, he had yellow-
ness in his skin tone, and was wearing a garment as an izdr (lower garment)
with another smaller garment around his neck. He moved towards the pillar
which was in front ofhim, and | was subsequently situated behind him. He
stood to pray two units of prayer and then he sat and said, ‘O my Lord, the
people of Your sacred house came out to seek rain and You did not give them
it. I implore You to provide them with rain.”” Ibn al-Munkadir said, “He
had not yet lowered his hands when | heard the sound ofthunder. Thereaf-
ter some rain fell from the sky and it delayed my return to my family. When
the man heard the rain, he praised Allah in a manner which | have never seen
the like of.”
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He continued, “He then said, ‘Who am | to receive an answer from Allah,
except that | sought refuge in Your praise and Your generosity.” Then he
stood and covered his upper-body with the garment he had used as an izdr,
and he covered his legs with the garment which was previously upon his
back. He then prayed continuously until he sensed that the time of thefajr
prayer was about to enter, whereupon he performed the prostration and
the witr (ending the night prayer upon an odd unit). Then he prayed the
two [Sunnah] units ofthe morning prayer, after which the igamah (the sec-
ond call to the prayer) for the morning prayer was given and he entered the
prayer with the people and | did so as well. When the imam performed the
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taslim he stood and left, | followed behind to the masjid door and he exited
it whilst lifting his garment so as to wade through the water. | followed him
in doing the same action and then | lost track of him.
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On the following night | prayed fshd in the masjid of the Messenger of
Allah and then proceeded to my pillar and leant upon it. The man came
again and covered his upper body with agarment and wore the garment he
had previously covered his back with to cover his legs. He then stood and
prayed, continuing in this until he felt the morning was arriving, and then
he prostrated and performed the witr. He prayed the two [Sunnah] units
offajr and then the igamah was called for the prayer. He joined the people
in the prayer and | did also. When the imam performed the taslim the man
exited the masjid. | exited behind him and followed him until he entered a
property, and it was one ofthe buildings of MadIlnah which | knew of. | re-
turned to the masjid, and when the sun rose and I had prayed, | went to that
property and found a man sitting there and crafting, it was a shoe maker.
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When he saw me, he recognised me and stated, ‘O Aba ‘Abdullah, welcome.
Are you in need of anything? Do you need my service for footwear?’ | sat
and said, ‘Are you not my companion from the previous night?’ His face
darkened at this and he yelled at me, ‘O Ibn al-Munkadir, what is it to you?’
By Allah, his fury caused me to become scared, and | said to myself that |
should leave his presence immediately.
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On the third night | prayed the fshd prayer within the masjid of the Mes-
senger of Allah and then | went to my pillar and leant upon it. The man
did not come. | said to myself, ‘By Allah, what have you done?’ When the
morning came, | sat in the masjid until the sun rose. | left there and when
| reached the property wherein the man had been, | found the door open
and the inside of it completely empty. The people there said to me, ‘O Aba
‘Abdullah, what happened between you and the man yesterday?’ | replied,
‘What did he do?’ They said, ‘When you left him yesterday, he spread his
garment in the middle of his abode and did not leave any of his materials
except that he placed them within it. Then he carried it off, and none knows
where he went.”” Ibn al-Munkadir said, “I did not leave any of the houses
of Madinah | was aware of except that | sought for him there, and | did not
find him.”
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Abu Mawdud reported upon the authority ofMuhammad ibn al-Munkadir,
“Rain had been held back from us for ayear. | went to the masjid and found
therein a black man sitting at the mimbar whilst saying, ‘O Allah, provide
us with rain immediately.” Subsequently there came thunder and lightning,
and he said, ‘O my Lord, this is not what | desired,” and then rain began to
fall. He then stood and | followed him to the house of Ali Hazm. | went to
him and presented him with dirhams, to which he refused. | said to him,
‘This is the season of Hajj so will you go with me?’ He replied, ‘This is better
and for you therein will be reward.” And so, he went with me.”
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Sulayman ibn al-Hasan reported from his father upon the authority of Ibn
al-Mubarak, “I entered Makkah during a time when its inhabitants were
suffering drought. The people were praying for rain within al-Masjid al-
Haram. | was amongst the people next to the door of Ban! Shaybah when
a black boy entered. He was wearing two pieces of cloth, one as an izdr and
the other covering his upper body. He went to a concealed area which was
to my side, and | heard him saying, ‘My Deity, the faces are ashamed of their
numerous sins and vile deeds. You have prevented the downpour of the sky
as a means of punishing the creation. | implore you, O Halim—the pos-
sessor of patience, O Who forbearance is one of His attributes—the One
whom does not let His slaves perceive except beauty, provide them with wa-
ter immediately.”” He said, “He did not stop saying ‘al-sd*ah, al-sd*ah’ until
clouds had formed in the sky and rainfall became widespread. He then sat
there making tashih and 1 began to cry. He stood up and I followed him
until | saw where he [lived.]
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I then went to al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad and he asked me, ‘What causes you to
cry?’ | said, ‘One has preceded us to Allah and He has favoured him over us.’
He replied, ‘What is this?’ | then recounted the story to him and he fell to
the ground whilst crying out, he said, ‘Woe to you O Ibn al-Mubarak, take
me to him.’ | replied, ‘Time is short [today,] but we will seek him out later.’
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On the next day, | performed thefajr prayer and then went towards his place
where | came across an elderly man at the door sitting upon a mat which
was being spread out for him. When he saw me, he recognised me and said,
‘Welcome O Aba ‘Abd al-Rahman, what can | do for you?’ | replied to him,
‘Il am in need of a black slave.” He said, ‘Indeed, | have many of them so
choose which one you prefer.” He then shouted, ‘O ghuldm,” and a strong
black youth came. The man said, ‘He would be good for you, | will give him
to you.’ I replied, ‘I do not require him.” They continued to be presented to
me, one by one, until the last one came. When | saw him, my eyes widened
and the man said, ‘Is he the one?’ | replied affirmatively and he said, ‘There
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is no possibility of me selling him.’ | asked, ‘Why is that?’ He said, ‘His pres-
ence in the house is a blessing, for he does not cause me any expense.’ | said,
‘Where does he feed himself from?’ He replied, ‘He earns a living of halfa
danig—more or less—through working with ribbons, and if he does not
sell anything, he refrains from eating during that day. And | was informed
by my other slaves that he does not sleep during the night, neither does he
mix with them—rather he remains preoccupied with himself. | love him
from the depths of my heart.” | said to him, ‘[So do I] go back to Sufyan
al-Thawrl and al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad without my need being fulfilled?’ He re-
plied, ‘Coming here to my place in person is of great weight to me, so take
him for what you need.’
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Thus, | purchased him and took him to the abode ofal-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad. As
we were going, he said to me, ‘O master.’ | said to him, ‘I am at your service.’
He replied, ‘Do not say that you are at my service, for indeed this statement
is more appropriate to emanate from the slave rather than the master.” Then
| said, ‘What is your need my beloved?’ He replied, ‘I am physically weak
and so | cannot bear service to you. You had the choice of selecting other
than me, and you were presented with those who were physically stronger
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than me.’ | said, ‘I would not want Allah to see me bearing you with servi-
tude, rather | will buy you a property, marry you off and serve you myself.’
He wept and so | asked him what caused him to cry. He replied, ‘You would
not have done this unless you witnessed one of my unisons with Allah |g
If not for this, why did you choose me over the other slaves? | said, ‘This
is of no concern to you.” He urged me, ‘I ask you by Allah, why did you
choose me.’ | said, ‘Due to your du'd being answered.” He replied, ‘Indeed
I view you—by the will of Allah—to be a righteous man. Indeed, Allah has
a certain elite group amongst His creation whom He does not reveal their
identities to except to the beloved from His slaves, and he does not display
this group except to the ones He is pleased with.’
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Then he said to me, ‘Is it possible that we could stop for a short while as
I have some units of prayer from the previous night still to pray.’ | said,
‘Fudayl’s abode is close.” He said, ‘No, this location is better for me. The
command of Allah should not be delayed Jg.” He then entered the masjid
through the entrance of the traders and he did not cease praying until he
prayed the units which he missed from the night. He said, ‘O Aba ‘Abd
al-Rahman, do you have any need from me?’ | said, ‘Why?’ He replied, ‘Be-
cause | wish to depart?’ | said, ‘To where?’ He replied, ‘To the Hereafter.’ |
said, ‘Do not depart, | will tell you something that will please you.’ He said
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to me, ‘Indeed this life was beautiful when the transaction was between me
and Him H. As for the current juncture, you have come to know of it and
subsequently others will also. | have no need for this.” Then he lowered his
forehead to the floor and began to say, ‘My Deity, take me immediately.’ |
went towards him and found him to have died. By Allah, never do | remem-
ber him except that | feel deep sadness in regards to him, and the worldly life
diminishes within my eyes.”
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A black worshipper from Baghdad
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Abu al-Qasim ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Tashl reported upon the au-
thority of Abu Ja'far al-Saqqa, “I left my house on an occasion when it was
raining. | saw a black man who was lying ill in a rubbish dump. I moved
him and took him to my house. When evening fell, he called me and said,
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‘O AbaJa'far, do not spoil what you have done. Sit with me.” At this the
house began to exude the smell of musk. The scent covered my clothing,
utensils and everything else within my house. He again said, ‘Sit with me.’
Then he spoke whilst expressing with his hand, ‘This way you do not make
those who are sitting with me now annoyed.’ | heard him saying, ‘My Lord,
be gentle with me. My Lord, be gentle with me.” Then his soul departed
from him and I said to myself, ‘I will sell my garments and myjubbahs and
through this | will buy him ashroud.’ Around seventy people then knocked
upon my door, each ofthem saying, ‘O AbalJa'far, a man has died with you
and he will be in need ofashroud.””
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A black worshipper from Basrah

jil Lil 36 470-1 x»j>- Lil 06 Q b [ AT
AjLT 75 1 bl 36 Aijl
g < jip Li :36 > 36 -tjo-1 N pjagt <up
136 jLjj IJLIL q>3>'\ Ap b 36 “jl b36
tALVIEN | 4 1>jj L2y>3 aj.ifl.lb ~uell LJIP
*N3 A (73Ul frijaPj il
y'i ji6 tLA—=*li ajdaJL ~UarJI 3] AR AJIL?]
-lbl 1117 thsALedl [ALJII] c-jLj LI c-Aly tALJI1 Ljrvajlj cAjLL™I
A oLIA* yiLp t{~L1JI LI lil iJj-SbiL 3?b’
*LJJ1 3] Ajis ¢ (A 3] rLLi
C~»~il ~JUP U JuLii cdJuail; N U_i ii-iLp :0y * 3) 4<nr*4t 2 310bi

Ja r*~]1 31 Ui .aplUl 4PLU1 LJLp f-talL* U J dino d~nP

249



TanwJru 'I-GhabashiJT Fadli 's-Sudani wa 'l-Habashi

olyls” c—

‘Abdullah ibn Idris reported upon the authority of Malik ibn Dinar, “Rain
was held back from us in Basrah, so we went out day after day to pray for
rain, however we did not see any sign of an answer to our prayers. | went
out with ‘Ata’ al-Sulaml, Thabit al-Bunanl, Muhammad ibn Wasi‘, Habib
al-Farisl, Salih al-Murrl amongst others, until we arrived at the musalld in
Basrah and prayed al-istisqa (the prayer for rain). We did not see a sign that
our prayer had been answered and so the people departed. | remained there-
in with Thabit al-Bunanl, and when the night became enveloped in dark-
ness, | saw a black man with thin legs. He had a large belly and was wearing
two garments made of wool. He went to the water and touched it, then he
performed two short units of prayer and raised his face to the heavens and
said, ‘My Master, for how long will you rebuffyour slaves from that which
does not decrease from You? Nothing with you will ever diminish. | swear
to you by Your love for me, provide them with rain immediately.” He had
barely finished speaking when the sky became cloudy and it started to rain
heavily.
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We found as we left the musalld that we were having to wade through the
water. We were amazed by this black man, and | presented myself to him
and said, ‘Do you not feel shame for what you stated?’ He replied, ‘What
did I say?’ | said, ‘I am referring to your statement ‘by Your love for me,” how
do you know that He loves you?’ He replied, ‘Do not concern yourselfwith
my affairs, O you who concerns himselfwith his own selfover Him . Where
were you when He chose me to believe in tawhid (Oneness of Allah) and to
know Him? Do you not see that Him choosing me for this was due to His
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love?” Then he rushed away and | said, ‘Remain with us.” He replied, ‘l am a
slave, and it is incumbent upon me to be dutiful to my lesser master.” Then
he entered the property of a slave-trader.
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On the next morning | went to this slave-trader and said to him, ‘Do you
have any slaves to sell for service?’ He replied, ‘Yes, | have a hundred slaves.’
He brought them out for me, one by one, to each of which I would reply,
‘N ot this one.” This continued until he said, ‘There are no more with me.’
When we left, we came across the black man standing in adilapidated room.
| said, ‘Sell me this one.” He replied, ‘This slave is an invalid, he serves no
purpose except to cry.’ | said, ‘That is why | want him.” He called for him
and said to me, ‘Take him for however much you wish, however, after you
agree to acquit me from whatever defects you may find in him.’ | subse-
quently purchased him for twenty dinars.
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When we exited that place, he said to me, ‘O master, why did you purchase
me?’ | replied, ‘So that we can serve you.” He said, And why is that?’ I re-
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plied, ‘Are you not our companion from the previous night at the musalldV
He said, ‘You are aware of that?’ He carried on walking until he entered
a masjid. There he prayed two units and said, ‘My Deity and Master, the
secret between me and You has been displayed to the creation. | swear by
You that you take my soul immediately.” Upon this he passed away, and we
seek rain and aid for our needs from his grave to this day (i.e. as an interme-
diary).”%
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Another black worshipper from Basrah
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Muhammad ibn Harun ibn Muslim reported upon the authority o f‘Abd
al-Wahid ibn Zayd, “lI was going towards the direction of al-Khuraybah
when | came across a black leper. All of his limbs had come off due to the

75 It is not permissible to seek help from the dead in this manner, as has been men-
tioned by the scholars. During the time of the Companions they would seek rain
through al-‘Abbas (the uncle of the Messenger), and this was after the death of the
Prophet i§\ During the time of Mua'wiyah they would seek rain through Yazld al-Jur-
shi. Both of these individuals were from the best of people and the most pious. They
were known for their taqwd, devoutness and that their supplications were answered.
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leprosy and he was also blind. He was sitting down and | noticed some boys
throwing stones at him, causing his face to bleed. | saw his lips were moving
and so | approached him to hear what he was saying. | heard him say, ‘O
Master, You know that if You sheared away my flesh and sawed offby bones,
I will only love You more and more. So, do with me as You please.””
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A black worshipper from ‘Abadan
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Abu ‘Abdullah al-Shilrazl reported upon the authority of Abu al-Khayrat,
famously referred to as al-‘Asqalanl, ‘In ‘Abadan there was a Zanjl man with
peppery hair who was taking shelter within ruins. | took some things with
me and sought after him. When he saw me, he smiled and pointed with his
hand to the ground. | saw that spread widely around me were shining dir-
hams and dinars. Then he said to me, ‘Give me what you have.’ | gave him
and fled from there, as | was overwhelmed by what | saw from him.”
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Musharraf ibn Aban reported upon the authority of Salih ibn ‘Abd al-
Karlm, “l saw a black slave on the route to Makkah, next to the milepost
and he was praying. | said to him, Are you aslave?’ He replied affirmatively,
then | asked, Are you burdened with atax?’ He replied, ‘Yes.’ | said, ‘Should
| speak to your master to see if he will lift this?’ He said, ‘This worldly life in
its entirety is naught but abasement.”’ Thus, | brought him and emancipated
him. After this he sat and cried, and said to me, ‘You have emancipated me?’
I replied, ‘Yes,” and he then said to me, ‘Allah will emancipate you on the
Day ofludgement.’ He again sat down and cried whilst saying, ‘Matters are
burdensome upon me.’ | took out some dinars to give him but he refused to
take them. | performed Hajj four years later and asked regarding him. The
people said that he had disappeared, and that since he had left they had been
suffering from drought, and he moved to Jeddah.
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Dawud ibn Rashid reported, “It was narrated to me by al-Subayh and Mal-
ih—who were two pious youths from al-Sham, and they were nicknamed
al-Subayh and Malih due to their proficient worship—, one of them said,
‘One day we were hungry so | said to my companion, or he said to me, ‘Let
us go deep into the desert, for we may see a man whom we can teach him
his religion and for this Allah may reward us.” When we grew weary [from
walking in the desert,] we came across a black man who was carrying a load
of firewood upon his head. We approached him and | said, ‘O man, who
is your lord?’ He then threw the firewood which was upon his head to the
ground, and then he sat upon it. He said, ‘Do not ask me who my lord is,
rather ask me where the position of tman is in my heart.” | glanced at my
companion after this, and he glanced at me. Then he said, ‘Ask away, for ver-
ily the murid does not run out o fquestions.” When he saw that there would
be no response from us, he said, ‘O Allah, if you know that You have slaves
whom You give whenever they ask, then turn this bundle [of firewood] into
gold.” We then saw them change into shining bars of gold. The man then
said, ‘O Allah, if You know that You have slaves to whom anonymity is more
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beloved than fame, then return this gold to firewood.’ Thus Allah returned
it, and he placed it upon his head and went off, and we did not dare to follow
him.””
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Another worshipper
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A man from Ali Abl Bakrah reported upon the authority of Maymun ibn
Siyah, “I was with Khalid al-Raba‘l and a group of our companions, and
we were making dhikr (remembrance) of Allah St. A black man came to
us and said, ‘Have you mentioned death during this [gathering] ofyours?”
We said, ‘Indeed we make mention of it frequently but we have not done so
today.” The man cried and said, ‘You have overlooked that which will never
overlook you, and you have forgotten that which counts down your breaths
until it arrives.” Then his legs gave way and he was about to fall, a man from
the people gave him support and then his soul exited him. | was looking at
him as he passed away. We looked [for someone who knew him] but none
had any knowledge of him. We then washed, embalmed, shrouded and bur-
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ied him.”
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Ahmad ibn Mahbub reported from his grandfather upon the authority of
Ibrahim ibn Adham, “l entered one ofthe fortresses o fal-Sahil as | was pass-
ing by and had been overpowered by the sky (i.e. due to rain), so | sheltered
myselfin a furnace room. | thought to myselfthat I would sit here until the
rain eased. A black man was there, attending to afire. | greeted him and said
to him, ‘Do you permit me to [stay] until the rain abates?’ He nodded to in-
dicate that | should enter. I thus entered, sitting close to him. | was looking
at him but did not say a word, watching him attend to the fire silently. He
was moving his lips and turning right to left without asign o f fatigue. When
the next day arrived, he came to me and addressed me, saying, ‘Do not hold
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it against me that | did not host you well or welcome you. | am aslave, and
I have been charged with what you see. | hate to turn my focus away from
that which | have been charged with.’ | said, ‘Why do you turn to the right
and the left in that tireless manner?’
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He replied, ‘It is due to the fear of death. | am certain that it will descend
upon me, however | do not know from where (i.e. which side) it will
come and when it will come.’ | then asked, ‘Why do you move your lips in
that manner?’ He replied, ‘I say alhamdulillah, la ildha illallah and sub-
hanallah. This is because it reached me that the Prophet said to some of his
Companions, ‘Perform good deeds, do not allow death to descend upon
you except that your tongue is moist with the dhikr of Allah I wept at
this and cried out. | said, ‘This black man has excelled you, O lbrahim.””
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Chapter Twenty Three
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In mention ofthe worshippers from amongst the women of the black
people
*0
Amongst those whose names are known is:
<UEA*»

Maymunah al-Sawda
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Al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad reported upon the authority of ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn
Zayd, “I sought from Allah H over three nights to show me my companion
injannah. It seemed to me as if someone was saying, ‘0 ‘Abd al-Wahid, your
companion injannah will be Maymunah al-Sawda.’ | asked, ‘Where is she?’
The reply was, ‘Amongst the people ofso-and-so in Kufah.’ | then went out
to Kufah and asked about her. It was said to me that she was a crazy wom-
an living among them and she herded sheep for them. | said that | wished
to see her. They said, ‘She went to al-Jubban.’ | went there and found her
standing in prayer. There was a cane in front of her and there was a wool
jubbah upon it which had written on it, ‘N ot for sale and not for purchase.’
The sheep were mingling with wolves, neither did the wolves attempt to
eat the sheep nor were the sheep scared of the wolves. When she saw me she
curtailed her prayer and said to me, ‘Return O lbn Zayd, the rendezvous is
not here, rather it is promised for the future.’ | said, ‘May Allah have mercy
upon you, from where did you ascertain that | am Ibn Zayd?’ She replied,
‘Do you not know that the souls are like conscripted soldiers, those whom
they recognise, they get along with, and those whom they do not recognise,
they will not get along with.’ | said, ‘Can you provide me with an exhorta-
tion?’ She said, ‘| am amazed to see a preacher [desiring to] be exhorted!’ She
continued, ‘O Ibn Zayd, when you let your limbs judge others with justice,
they will reveal to you that which they conceal. O Ibn Zayd, it has reached
me that if a slave is given something in this worldly life and covets it greedily

260



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues ofBlacks and Abyssinians

again, Allah will take away his love of being in solitude with Him, and sub-
stitute His closeness with distance, and intimacy with estrangement.” Then
she recited the following:
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O preacher, who stood seeking the reward for, reprimanding the
people against sin.

You prohibit while you are corrupt in truth, this is both abominable

and astonishing.

Ifyou had reformed before this, your faults, or quickly asked for for-

giveness,

Whenever you addressed Him with “my love”, itwould land as truth-
ful in the hearts.

You forbid aggression and corruption, whilst you seem in your for-
bidding somewhat doubtful.
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| said to her, ‘I saw wolves amongst the sheep, however the sheep were not
afraid o f the wolves, nor did the wolves attempt to eat the sheep. How is this
s0?’ She replied, ‘O ffwith you, | have rectified that which is between me and
Him, so He rectified that which is between these wolves and sheep.’”
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Sha'wanah from the People of al-Ubullah
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Muhammad ibn al-Husayn reported upon the authority of Muadh ibn al-
‘Aqll, “Sha'wanah cried to the extent that we feared blindness would take
her. We mentioned our concern to her to which she replied, ‘By Allah,
blindness in this world due to crying is beloved to me in comparison to
blindness in the hereafter due to the fire.””
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Muhammad ibn al-Husayn said that Malik ibn Daygham reported to him,
“A man from the people ofal-Ubullah used to frequent my father often. He
would dictate to him in regards to Sha'wanah and her constant crying. My
father said to him one day, ‘Describe to me her crying.” He replied, ‘How
can | describe it to you! She cries day and night without end.”” Malik said,
“My father said to me, ‘Leave until you come across this pious woman and
then observe her.” Thus, | left with a man who said to her, ‘This is the son
ofyour brother Daygham.’ She welcomed me and said, ‘Welcome O son of
whom we have not laid eyes upon but still we love. By Allah my dear son, |
seek longingly to meet your father and nothing bars me from coming to him
except my fear of distracting him from service to his master. And indeed,
service to his master is more important than conversing with Sha'wanah.’
Then she said, ‘Who is Sha'wanah and what is Sha'wanah? [She is merely]
a sinful black bondmaiden.”” He continued, “Then she took to crying, and
she did not cease in this whilst we exited and left her.”
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Muhammad ibn al-Husayn said that Yahya ibn Bustam reported to him,
“We called at the door of Sha'wanah and she permitted us to enter. Her
abode was decrepit and had clear signs of ruin. One of my companions said
to her, ‘If you were easier on yourselfand stopped crying so much then you
would be more able to achieve what you desire.” She replied, ‘By Allah, |
wish that | could cry until my tears are exhausted, and then cry [tears of]
blood until there no longer remains within my body a single organ which

contains adrop ofit. But then how far for me will be the shed of tears.

3/\
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Muhammad reported upon the authority Mudar, “lI have never seen any-

0

one who cried more excessively than Sha‘wanah, and | have never heard a
voice more inciting to the hearts of the pious than hers, when she would
whimper and say, ‘O deceased ones, O son of the deceased, O brothers of
the deceased.”
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Muhammad said, “l stated to Abu ‘Umar al-Darlr, ‘Have you seen

Sha'wanah?’ He replied, ‘I have frequented her assemblies on a number of
occasions, however | could not decipher [much of] her words due to her ex-
cessive crying. | heard her say once, ‘Whomever amongst you is able to weep
then he should do so. If you are not capable of this then you should display
compassion to those who do so. Indeed, the one who weeps does so because
he is aware o f that which made him cry.””
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Al-Harith ibn al-Mughlrah reported that Sha'wanah used to lament whilst
reciting these two couplets:
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He lays hope in this world that some of it remain for him, but the
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end descended before the hope [came to fruition.]

The living is expeditious in irrigating the roots of the sapling, howev-
er, the sapling [grew and] lived whilst the man perished.
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‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Qurdi reported upon the authority of
Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, “Sha'wanah and her husband entered Makkah.
They would perform tawdfand pray, and when they grew weary, he would
sit and she would sit behind him. He would say whilst sitting, ‘I am thirsty
for Your love and nothing can quench it.” And she would say in Persian,
‘You have cultivated in the mountains a remedy for every disease, however
the cure for lovers does not grow in the mountains.”

000

Tahiyyah al-Nubiyyah

Ao o> A =D KLl Jli eIl X& T, Foi [T
[~1 2y ~UJ N [ U | 4
/ * n 0

clii - 0* A N J>* 4N N0 ja 1M~ d Yy

hs- s c-m ol 3l ~

265



Tanwiru ‘lI-Ghabashi fi Fadli 's-Sudani wa 'lI-Habashi

X ~ 0 n iti * o
2I\yyj tv ~Isai\ J\ ~ I\ 3>\ 0JIS’]
t<dJl N ~>- di-b c™A-2-* lili ~M+p]\ Nui
<CjLp jil

‘Abd al-Wahhab reported upon the authority of his father ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Sulaml, “I heard al-Malinl al-Sufl say, ‘Tuhiyyah visited me on one oc-
casion, and | heard her invoking Allah quietly from within the house, ‘O
the one who loves me and whom | love.’ | said, ‘O Tuhiyyah, from where
do you ascertain that He loves you?’ She replied, ‘I am from the land of
al-Nubiyyah, and my parents were Christians. My mother used to bring me
to the church and take me to the cross. She would instruct me to kiss it, and
whenever | would try to comply, | would see a hand protrude and push me
away so that I would not kiss it. Thus, I have come to know that He has

cared for me for along time.
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From the Female Worshippers Amongst Them Whose Names Are
Not Known
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Umm Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah

L5AA 5 A c \ i) Ajj \S
<UP aldl

She was aSindl girl with black skin who was from the captives o fal-Yamamah.
She came into the possession o f‘All ibn Abi Talib
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Fatimah bint al-Mundhir reported upon the authority of Asma bint Abl
Bakr, “lI saw Umm Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah the black Sindl. She was
a bondmaiden of Ban! Hanafiyyah, and she was not from their tribe. This
is because Khalid ibn Walid made a treaty with them to take their slaves as
captives, instead of their free people.
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A Female Worshipper from Makkah
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Al-Sabah ibn Muharib reported upon the authority of al-Muthana ibn
al-Sabbah, “‘Ata and Mujahid used to visit a black woman in one of the ar-
eas of Makkah, and she would make them cry [due to her piety and words.]
Then they would return.”

267



Tanwiru 'lI-Chabashifi Fadli 's-Sudani wa 'l-Habashi

000

A Female Worshipper from Kufah
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IAbd Allah ibn N aff reported that Rabf ibn Khaytham had a dream where-
in someone said to him, “Fuldnah (i.e. so and so), a black woman, will be
your wife injannah.” When morning came, he enquired about her and was

told where to find her. He found her tending to goats, and he said, “I will
stay with her to see what she does (i.e. good deeds to earn Paradise).” He
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spent three days observing her and did not see her increase upon the com-
pulsory acts. During the evenings she would go to her goat, milk it and drink
it, then milk it again to give him a drink. On the third day he asked her, “O
lady, why do you not give me milk to drink from this goat?” She replied, “O
‘Abdullah, this one does not belong to me.” He said, “So why do you give
me milk to drink from this other one?” She replied, “I have been permitted
to drink from this one, and also to give its milk to anyone | want.” He then
said, “O lady, so do you perform other than that which | have seen?” She
replied, “No, however there is never a morning wherein | wish my condi-
tion is other than what it is, and neither is there an evening where | wish so.
Rather | am pleased with what Allah the Most High has commissioned for
me.” He then said, “O lady, do you know that | saw you in a dream wherein
it was said that you will be my wife inJannah?” She replied, “So you are al-
Rabf ibn Khaytham.” The narrator asked Abdullah ibn Nafi‘, “How did
she know this?” He said, “It is possible that she saw a dream similar to his.”
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Abu Abdullah ibn Bujayr reported upon the authority of Salih ibn Abd
al-Karim, “I saw a black woman in al-Basrah. The people were gathered
around her and she then stood and entered a house, being subsequently
followed by the people. They surrounded her but | was able to approach her
and say, ‘O lady, are you not moved by this astonishing situation?’ She raised
her head to look at me, and she replied, ‘How can a person be astonished at
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his own good deed if one does not know whether his deed has been rejected
(i.e. by Allah)?’”
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A Female Worshipper Who Was Found in the Lands in Which Ban!
Isra Il Were Lost
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Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Masrl reported upon the authority of Dhu
al-Nun al-Masrl, While | was walking in the barren land of Ban! Israel in
which they were lost, | met a black slave girl who was consumed with de-
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votion and love for al-Rahman. Her vision was fixed to the sky, and | said
to her, ‘Assalamu ‘alayk O sister.” She replied, ‘ Wa \alaykum al-saldm, O
Dha al-Nun.’ | said to her, ‘Where do you know me from O girl?’ She re-
plied, ‘Indeed Allah the Mighty and Majestic created the souls two thou-
sand years before the bodies. Then he circulated them around His throne;
those favourable to each other formed an accord and those antagonistic
to each other differed. During that period our souls became acquainted.’
| said, ‘Indeed | can see wisdom in you, teach me something from which
Allah has taught you.” She said, ‘O Aba al-Fayd, fashion your body parts on
the scales of justice, until all that which goes against Allah dissolves and the
heart becomes filtered pure, so that nothing remains within it except your
love for the Lord. Upon this, He will place you at His doorstep and elevate
you to a new rank. Good things will be presented to you with obedience.’ |
said, ‘O sister, tell me more.” She replied, ‘O Aba al-Fayd, exercise discipline
so that you benefit [later,] practice obedience to your Lord when you are in

solitude and He will answer you when you supplicate.
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Another Female Worshipper
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Zakariyya ibn Yahya al-Ta‘l reported, “Ibrahim saw in adream that someone
said to him, ‘Your wife injannah will be Fulanah (i.e. so and so), the black
slave ofacertain tribe from Mosul who tends to their goats.’ Ibrahim subse-
guently embarked towards Mosul and asked in regards to that tribe. He was
directed to them and he then asked them in regards to this slave. They said
that she was with the goats, tending to them. He thus departed to the desert
seeking for her until he came to her, she was an Abyssinian who was devoted
[to Allah.] He said to her, ‘Assaldmu alayk, O lady.’ She replied, * Wa "alayk
al-saldm wa rahmatulldhi wa barakatuh. Who are you?’ He replied, ‘1 am
your husband inJannah.’ She said, ‘If you are truthful, then you must be
Ibrahim ibn Adham.’”
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Chapter Twenty Four
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In mention of those who preferred black bondmaidens to white ones,
those who loved them, and those who died due to their love
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Zubayr ibn Bakkar reported upon the authority of his uncle Mus'ab ibn
‘Abdullah, “‘Abdullah ibn Abi Bakr al-Siddlg djt was in love with a black
bondmaiden. His heart was preoccupied with her but his father Abu Bakr

% kept them apart. Despite this he still felt something in his heart for her.
He said,
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Due to my love for her | love black, to the extent that | love black dogs
due to my love for her.®

76 This narration is not established. See the biography o f'Abdullah ibn Abi Bakr cgt
in al-Tarikb al-Awsat of al-Bukhari (1/115-116), al-Isabah (2/283-284) and in other
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Ibn al-Marzuban said [...]: Hisham ibn Muhammad ibn al-Saib reported,
“Ibn ‘Abbas practiced coitus interruptus (‘azl) with one of his bondmaid-
ens who was black.”
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Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn Rabah
al-‘Ajalanl, “l was in the masjid on one occasion when | saw Abl al-Jalid
al-Fazarl standing by a black slave, and it was as if she was a statue. | went
to him and said, ‘What is this that | see you doing here?’ He replied, ‘I am

fixing my gaze upon this bondmaiden placing hope in Allah that he allows
me to have her.” Then he recited,
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If death does notafflict me then | swear, to buy with my wealth this
poor one who is like a statue.

W ith a flat nose and rough feet, to bear me ason and to serve.”
jJ 3b»x3all d~jly® CE**3p \jjda IdI™pl JILs31 yijl 36

sources.
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Mus ab said,Abu al-Jalld was a Bedouin and a well-learned individual. |
saw al-Dahhak ibn Uthman narratingfrom him and taking knowledge

from him.”
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Ibn al-Marzuban said: Hakim ibn Talhah al-Fazarl reported upon the au-
thority of Sayyar ibn Najlh, “I was seeking Ibn Mayyadah and it was said
to me that he left on the previous day. | came to know that he had left to
go after abondmaiden of Ban! Sahl. So, | sought after him, finding him in
a low ground which was surrounded by a dark stony area. | saw sheep there
and Ibn Mayyadah’s donkey was bound there also. He was there with it un-
der a tree and so was the black bondmaiden, so | greeted them and sat. Ibn
Mayyadah turned to her and said recite to them the poem | made for you,
so she recited,
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They promised me that | will meet you whilst | knew, that | would

not meet you except in Babylon.

And in regards to it the matters have not passed me nor has ceased,
the depth of my love [and the] intense fantasy.

The months of Hajj have passed to separate between me and her, and
my enemies have raised many true and false [contentions.]

| say to those criticising me when they face me, with criticism like the
stabbing ofa sharp knife,

Do not be excessive in lampooning her, for she is a dove from those
doves,

Which are yellow, unrefined and direct in affection, and she is not
from the white, uncoloured and fickle.

Rather, she is like sweet basil in emission of pleasant scent, which is
found upon her both in the morning day and the evening.”77

Jsi lil :Jlii ?L$jyuid N jJJU :cliii :jL~- JIli

Sayyar said, “l said to him, ‘Why do you not purchase her?’ To which he
replied, ‘Doing so will put her love in my heart to an end (i.e. having her will

make her within my reach and so my passion will fade away).’”

ji “JN old qi J\ Jli [~oy]

77 [T] The translation of the last three couplets is based upon the wording found in

Tartkh Dimisbq by Ibn ‘Asakir (18/207), with the wording:

ail 2IL~ ja aludlja-a »b>0>1 1 fj *fi
jlvaall d—«J] c-1ftjd'jl yLjllI
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276



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues ofBlacks and Abyssinians

P\ i

Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority of Muhammad ibn Sallam,
“A black man was presented (i.e. for marriage) to awoman who had acousin
deeply in love with her. However, she chose the black man. Her cousin thus

said,

oo AN uls Il ol

The crown of my hair has turned grey and my eyesight faded, as | talk
about the qumriyyab (a form of dove) of the valley.

I was told acrow embraced the qumriyyab, over branches and sticks.

JIS

Ibn al-Marzuban said that some ofthem recited:

jj—=l Lijj c—> ~adl jjbi

They said that | love the brown skinned women and | replied, [yes,]
the colour ofghawall and of musk and al-"ud..

I am a man to whom whiteness has no special rank, and this would be
the case for me even if the world became bereft o f darkness.

> j1Sfj al ¢ »IS- gjlju- N N O-Lioly
He said that the following was composed for Abi al-Shls’s black bondmaid-

en named Tibr (the word tibr refers to small pieces ofgold):

~5 Cll &JI N
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You are not being fair with me O you, who is named after gold, my
soul is being destroyed whilst you remain in jest.

O cousin of the fragrant musk, if not for him we would not be able
to gather it nor perfume.

Musk befits you in being black, and in scent. So what lofty attributes
are shared in this nasab (i.e. relationship/ancestry).

Nhs>T JNs*-»

:Jh

He said that Abu Muhammad alAAbbasl recited the following to some peo-

ple:
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| say to the one who finds fault in blackness with foolishness, and in
blackness there are certainly those who find fault in it and those who
begrudge it.
If the fault you find is the blackness itself, then know that musk and
al-"ud are black too.

And there is the black corner [of the Ka'bah) of which people touch
to attain shifd, and towards which people fall in ruku® and sujud.

And ifnot for the blackness ofthe eye, its sight, would not be correct,
and it would not sit right while it sleeps.

And if al-Mahdl knew of a colour better than it, he would utilise an-
other colour for his banners when his affair arises.
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Muhammad ibn al-‘Abbas ibn Abi Hatim reported upon the authority of
his father, “In Basrah there was a man with us from al-Mahalabah who was
deeply in love with a Zanjl woman who belonged to one of his neighbours.
He did not stop pressing her owner until he allowed him to purchase her.
She consumed his heart over his family. He was admonished due to this mat-
ter by agroup from his family and brothers, however he did not pay heed to

their words.

IS? A A cf- JNjA f L jj" Jlhi [>c1]
:a c-il5f

Ibn al-Marzuban reported that al-‘Utbl composed the following for a black
bondmaiden of his,

£y>-j ja ijs.Ip i ~an cf>H o)

May | be deprived of her if her face, is not more favourable to me
than the return ofyouth.

NI Elp o i Xidi) roujhji Ju

Ibn al-Marzuban said that the following was recited to Abi ‘All al-Baslr:

v cil  Colj v
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She intoxicated me without any drink, [as] she did something that

was awe-inspiring.

As she recited a single ayah from the Book of Allah, her voice made

me forget Umm al-Kitab (i.e. al-Fatihah).

I never minded her different colour, for she is tanned in the colour
ofyouth.

He said that one of the scholars of literature recited the following to him:

She bestowed your heart with desires and immorality, and your eye-
lid with a tear and sleeplessness.

The one who craves whiteness, due to its beauty, | can challenge
whiteness [with the beauty] of blackness.

For the parchment cannot serve its purpose, until both sides have
been written on with [black] ink.

My life is sacrificed to you, O black girl that brought my heart closer.

Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority ofal-Mada ini, “Al-Farazdaq
took a Zanji as a slave girl besides his wife, al-Nawwar. He loved her and she
bore him agirl. He adored her and would praise the Zanji people.”
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Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority ofJa'far ibn Ziyad al-Shaml,
“A man from amongst us desired a black slave girl, however his family chas-
tised him for this. They said to him, ‘“You desire after a black woman!?” So,
he composed the following:

| S cT*
A beauty spot upon an ugly cheek, will clothe it with allure and

beauty.

Thus, how can one be chastised over the one he sees, all of her in

essence to be like a beauty spot.

[L_yai™- ~Sl] qj -Ul-1 3N [ >0V]
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Ibn al-Marzuban said that Ahmad ibn Habib recited to him couplets from
the poetry of Abl Hafs about the bondmaiden of Yahya ibn Khalid al-Bar-
makl, who was black:

s ' s f ® C
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Musk resembles you and you resemble it, in colour, whether you are
standing or sitting.

There isno doubt—as your colours are one—, that you are both cre-
ated from the same clay.

315 ~ijAjl AL Ap 38 [~°al]
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Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority of Abl al-Hasan al-Madani,
“Yazld ibn Mu awiyah had a black bondmaiden whom he loved dearly. One
day, he was with her alone but his wife came to know about it and walked
in on them. He then went with his wife, leaving the black bondmaiden and
feeling embarrassment from her.”

j> o v_oS/1 Jal J o ol \Y/ I EAN I A
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Ibn al-Marzuban said that he heard one of the scholars of literature say, “It
reached me that a man was blamed for falling in love with a black woman.
He responded by saying, ‘By Allah, she befits to be a beauty spot upon the

cheeks ofyoung females.

J-fy JI n n rjujjal I\ Jli D\o<\]
4 1S CFSio: AjjU- Apt jiS'j ndjlyy- £41 yj 3-~i3l FidS\ ali I\
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Uljiili cbb>pj
Ibn al-Marzuban reported upon the authority of Hammad ibn Ishaq ibn
Ibrahim al-Musall from his father, “Al-Fadl ibn al-Rabf stood in the way
of some slavegirls, and in the group was a black girl. She possessed a good
tongue, sweetness and looks. She struck his heart and he spoke to her. When

he saw her quick-witted response, it increased his amazement with her.
Thus, he purchased her.”

N -ar) v jifsjl vl ALl

Ibn al-Marzuband said that Ahmad ibn Jafar recited:
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I like black slavegirls only because of Takttum, for her 1 also loved
whoever is black.

There is nothing better than musk as a fragrance, And there is noth-
ing like a black night to sleep well.

A-P ~1 ~gjAdolj :<3li
And he said that Abu 'Abdullah al-Asbati recited,
0 c i jio ° . f ~ .
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Don’tyou see that a little of musk isworthy ofwealth (i.e. expensive),
whereas a bulk-load of salt only costs a dirham.

And that the blackness ofthe eye is its light, whereas the whiteness of
the eye gives no light.

- NN 3NMU -V 0AlCl

He said that he recited for Ismail ibn Abi Hashim, the mawld of Al al-
Zubayr:

w -3 <J u”Nctocy 4?2-~ yir
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A slavegirl with a tuned body from Abyssinia, in her face are signs of
burns and freckles,

She is like a twig that has bent in a rainy day.

 Uiajl 43
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And also:
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A Nubian girl with agood spun, walking in a purple garment,

As ifshe is a twig.

IS L. a rsloA (r a1 o x u ij :3u
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And he said that he recited poetry to lbn al-Jahm regarding loving black

women being a habit ofjolly men; due to it being an indication of beauty
in the heart:
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How could an amusing youth desire, the love ofwhite women whose
whiteness resembles grey hair?

While black women resemble the blackness of the eyes, and musk
which isdipped in fragrance and goodness.

Those who resemble musk and blackness of the eye | sacrifice, myself
to save you from the hardships of time.

C ) 0]
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Ibn al-Marzuband reported upon the authority of Qasim ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman, “Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik al-Asadl had a black slave girl
whom he loved, and she bore him achild.”
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He reported upon the authority of al-Sagar ibn ‘Abdullah al-Makkl,
“In Makkah there was a man with us who was known as al-Husam ibn
Qudamah, famous for his love o fblack women. His brothers would criticise

him for this but he did not change. He composed many poems in regards to
them, from them is:
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Ibn al-Marzuband reported upon the authority of Abi Dawud al-Masahifi,

“Al-Nadr ibn Shamil had a bondmaiden who he cultivated, took out and
gave joy to. She was very eloquent, and he was enamoured with her and
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loved her dearly. She said to him one time—whilst they were talking about
poetry, ‘Refrain from such poetry, for it is in vain and by Allah our house
will remain poor so long as we recite:

The abodes have been deserted, and Asma has notified me that she
will be departing.
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And the like of this couplet. [Refrain from this,] and then [you will see]
Allah will give us in exchange an increase in our belongings and security in
our abode.” Her words caused me to become amazed at her refinement and
level of discernment.”
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Muhammad ibn Nasir reported upon the authority of al-Asma‘l, “Abu
Hazim Salamah ibn Dinar al-A‘raj cited the following couplet,

ob»j Jb-J b>uc*

One may be enamoured with Persian women, | am like so but with
the women of Ham.”
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Muhammad ibn Khalf reported upon the authority of one of the scholars

of literature, “Ismail ibn Jami‘ married a black woman named Maryam—

who was the freedwomen (mawldt) of a people—in al-Hijaz. When he be-

came from the close people to al-Rashld, he grew to miss her deeply, and he

said that he was remembering her, the places they would frequent together
and the places they would have relations:
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Will the nights | spent [with her] at al-His-has return, in the tent of

knots and adornments.

The fragrance of their fumigator pierces through the perfume, like

an arrow flies through awindy storm.

The smell of her musk travels to me through her garments, and the

rosy umber smells stronger with fire.

All the while Maryam wears soft clothes and sings for me beautiful

tones.
Heawd Ji ~dlooli TX0jj* ga 4 - ofe—  Uij - XI\ il Jlii
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Al-Rashld said to him after hearing his poetry, ‘Woe to you, who is this Mar-
yam that you attributed with the characteristics ofal-Hur al-‘In (the women
of Paradise)?’ He replied, ‘She is my wife, and | can describe her with traits
which are double what | mentioned in the poetry.’ So, al-Rashld sent a de-
tachment to al-Hijaz and he then saw a black Tamatanl woman who had
large lips. He then said to him, ‘Woe to you, this is the Maryam ofwhich you
fill the whole world with her praise?’” He replied, ‘O sire, indeed ‘Umar ibn
‘Abdullah ibn Abi Rabfah said,

N $ ' 13
They laughed and then said to her, beauty is in the eye of the behold-
er.
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Al-Hasan ibn ‘All reported upon the authority of Abu al-Sa’ib al-Madanl,
“In Madlnah there was a girl singer, and she was from the best of people at
singing. A man from Ban! Hashim purchased her. She was in love with a
black youth from the people of Madlnah. Her master said to her to sing for
him on one occasion, so she recited,
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If the black hair became grey, | would forget my night, and how is it
possible for the grey to become black.

I love due to this love the colour black, to the extent | love dogs that
are black in colour.
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Ap Ip p diL~~ ~ : i-bl'j cS]

Her master said, ‘By Allah, | am not black. Who are you referring to?’ She
replied, ‘So and so.” He said, ‘Do you love him?’ She replied, ‘Yes, by Allah.’
He said, ‘There is no excuse for me to prevent you from him then. So, he
prepared her in the best manner and then sent her to him.”
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Ibn Khalf reported upon the authority of Abu ‘Ubaydah Ma'mar ibn al-
Muthana, “lbn al-Damlnah would follow after a black bondmaiden in a
certain neighbourhood. His family and clan rebuked him for this, but he
refused to abandon this practice and they complained to the Commander
of the Faithful regarding this. He was thus imprisoned for a month.”
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Ibn Khalfsaid, “Abu ‘Abdullah ibn Abl Muhammad cited some poetry to
me which was composed by some poets from Basrah.
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They said that white possesses beauty despite all its defects, just like
how black is boring due its defects.

But would an eye be described as beautiful without its eyelids and
strong black and white area?

Or would gems glow on horses if there was no necklace with black
gems around it?

O my self, be patient with the troubles of love, for there is nothing
after such love except death and ease.
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Ibn Khalfreported upon the authority of al-Majishun, “Jalldah was a black
woman who was known for her beauty. One day, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman saw her and he fell in love with her. He proposed to
her in secret but she refused and insisted that such a marriage be known and
not in secret, and said, ‘If | agree to be married in secret, | will be putting all
black people to shame.” Then, he forgot about her.”
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Ibn Khalfreported upon the authority of Ahmad ibn Musa, “l entered into
the presence o f‘Abdullah ibn al-Mahdl and he was sitting with his bond-
maidens and | became shy. He said to me, ‘Do not be shy. By Allah, tell me
which one from these are you most fond of?’ | looked at a black one from
the group ofwomen and stated that she was the one. She came forward and
he sat next to her. By Allah it was not long before he wept due to his love
for her.”
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Ibn Nasir reported upon the authority ofal-‘UmrT, “Abu ‘Abdullah al-Hub-
shanl was deeply in love with a woman named Safra al-‘Alagimiyyah, who
was black. He grieved due to his love for her to such an extent that he neared
death. So, some of his family members said to her master, ‘If you send Safra
to Abu ‘Abdullah al-Hubshanl he may regain his senses due to seeing her.’
Her master ceded to this. When she entered his presence, she said to him,
‘How are you this morning O Aba ‘Abdullah?’ He replied, ‘I am fine so long
as you do not leave me.” She said, ‘What is it that you desire?’ He replied,
‘Being close to you.’ She said, ‘What is it that causes you grieffrom me?’ He
replied, ‘Your love.’ She said, ‘Do you wish to make a bequest?’ He replied,
‘I bequeath to you if they accept it from me.’ She said, ‘I wish to leave.” He
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replied, ‘You wish to hasten in the reward of praying upon me (i.e. the fu-
neral prayer)?’ She stood and left. When he saw her leaving, he let out a sigh
and subsequently died.
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Nadlah ibn Hashim ibn ‘Abd Manafibn Qusay, Nufayl ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza
al-‘Adawl, ‘Amr ibn Rabfah ibn Habib, al-Khattab ibn Nufayl al-‘Adawl, al-
Harith ibn Abl Rabfah al-Makhzumi, ‘Uthman ibn al-Huwayrith ibn Asad
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza, Safwan ibn Umayyah ibn Khalfal-Jumahl, Hisham ibn
‘Ugbah ibn Abl Mua'yt, Malik ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Jadan, ‘Ubaydullah ibn
‘Abdullah ibn Abl Mulaklah, al-Muhajir ibn Qunfudh ibn ‘Amr, Musaff
ibn ‘lyad ibn Sakhr al-Tayml, ‘Amr ibn al-As ibn Wail al-Suhaml, Furzat
ibn ‘Abd, ‘Amr ibn Nawfal ibn ‘Abd Manaf, Malik ibn Hasan ibn ‘Amir
ibn L’uay, ‘Abdullah ibn Qays ibn ‘Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr, Sumrah ibn
Habib ibn ‘Abd Shams, Abdullah ibn Zamah from Banl Amir ibn L’uay,
‘Amr ibn Hasis ibn K‘ab ibn L’uay, Ya‘la ibn al-Walld ibn ‘Ugbah ibn Abl
Mua'lt, ‘Abdullah ibn Abdullah ibn Amir ibn Kurayz, Muhammad ibn
‘All ibn Musa ibnJa‘far ibn Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn al-Husayn, Ja‘far ibn
Ismail ibn Musa ibnja'far, ‘Ubaydullah ibn Hamzah ibn Musa ibn Ja'far,
Muhammad and Ja'far the sons of Ibrahim ibn Hasan ibn Hasan whose
father was Sulayman ibn Hasan from Banl ‘Aqll ibn Abl Talib, Muhammad
ibn Dawud ibn Muhammad from Banl al-Hasan ibn ‘All, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd
al-Malik from the sons o f‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Salih al-Makhzumi, al-‘Abbas ibn al-Mu‘tasim, Hibbatullah ibn Ibrahim
ibn al-Mahdl, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ishaq al-Mahdl, ‘Isa and Ja'-
far the sons of AblJa'far al-Mansur, al-‘Abbas ibn Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn
‘Abdullah ibn al-‘Abbas, and ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ibrahim ibn Muhammad.
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From the sons of Sindi women were:
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Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, ‘All ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘All ibn Abi Talib,
and Sa'ld ibn Hisham ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan.
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Amongst the children of the yellow bondmaidens was:
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Shahrayar.
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Ibn Nasir reported to us upon the authority o f‘Imran ibn al-Kalbl, “The
kings of the non-Arabs would receive cupping from the women. When
the Kisra (the Persian ruler) would wish to be cupped, his cupper would
come. She was a tall, large, beautiful yellow woman. She would take off her
clothes—as was their practice—and then sit the Kisra between her thighs.
The Kisra desired her and fell in love with her. And due to this relationship
Shahrayar was born.”
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Chapter Twenty Six

bU>yy laS-Sy J}
In exhortation and counsel
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The author said: As | have written enough to satisfy the purpose of this
book, i.e. in mention of the great people of this race, | deem it appropriate
to end it with exhortation, counsel, dbikr and supplications that the one
whom the book is addressed to will benefit from.
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In terms of the exhortations and counsels which have been transmitted (i.e.
from scholars of the past) then these have already been heard, however it
is the nature [of humans] to desire novelties and to prefer fresh material.
And it is due to these reasons that | have crafted this chapter based upon my
words alone.
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Exhortations have been explicit and expressive but decorations and adorn-
ments have amused and attracted whoever noticed them. Hardship is over-
come with determination and patience, and the hard-working who is wise
always focusses on the final destination.
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O the one who is to be distanced from his children, just as his father
was distanced from him.
Keep in mind the statement, certainty has come and they put him in
the right direction.

They cleared themselves from his oppression, before death, and they
cleared him too.

co y
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O you who will shortly decompose, do not neglect the religious orders so
you do not regret this dearly on the day your decomposed parts will rejoin.
The mountains of this world are merely a delusion that would bait only the
inexperienced; the example of the one who is attached to it is like a person
playing with the rays ofsun.
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By Allah, if this worldly life is ours, and its provisions come for us
tomorrow,
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No free person should exert effort for it, so what is the case when it is
destined to expire and vanish!

olp ~ tdllaP n
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O reader, control your soul by judging with your intelligence and abstain
from making your desires as the adjudicator [for your actions.] Indeed, the
one who judges with his intelligence will be pious, and the one whose judge
is his desires will be a wrongdoer.

.0Jj ijJ @ Ji*M Ji j*
And from the aspect of advice regarding the mind: do not let it indulge in
thoughts of “if* or “would that”.
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That which | advise is as follows: It is necessary for the one given intelligence
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that he does not neglect thought in that which is before him and that which
has been created for him. However, he should know that the world he finds
himself in is merely a passageway to the terminal abode, and that within
every moment is a messenger for death, for merely the journey drawing close
serves as adequate alarm. How many an unprepared have been unexpectedly
overcome? And there is a resting place encumbered with horror in the grave,
it is coarse and terrible. The vigilant slave should seek to do good with every
breath he inhales, for each breath inhaled is the likeness ofa chamber. One
must prepare himself with an answer for each deed, for there will certain-
ly be questions posed regarding them. Likewise, he must be ready for the
journey upon which he does not know when he will embark. He must pay
heed to the One observing his actions— the silent and the open, for what
one speaks He hears, what one sees He witnesses and what one thinks He

comprehends. Paradise is decorated in the heavens whilst the Fire is kindled
under the earth.
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One’sgrave is soon to be dug and [he should bear in mind,] the two angels
of the left and right and the parchments within which is recorded the good
deeds and the bad. So take advantage, O reader, o fyour health in your lifespan
before it elapses. Construct for yourself the everlasting abode through the
means of this transient one. Be heedful, for the faithful are prisoners in this
world, constantly striving to free themselves (i.e. from the punishment in
the hereafter). Do not let amoment pass except in the performance ofgood
deeds, and do not overindulge in that which is permissible (mubdb). Be sure
to control your eyes and fasten your tongue, for indeed if they are opened
by lust then the goodness within the heart will be spoiled. Compete with
the deeds of the pious. All sages agree that comfort is not attained through
comfort, and take as motivation the consequence ofobedience and the fruit
of sinfulness. Then, it will be as if the one who satiates himself has never
done so before, the sinner has never enjoyed his sin, and as if the patient has
never suffered before. Where is the delight of Adam’s bite and where is the
hardship of YusuPs patience? Be weary of your mixing with people of this
time for indeed it is in man’s nature to adopt the practices of his contem-
poraries, rather mix with the Salafby acquainting yourselfwith their condi-
tions and lifestyle. Study the Qur’an by contemplating it during your times
ofsolitude. Make sure of the provisions you have—which you will need for
the coming journey—before death takes you by surprise and leaves you with
naught but regret.
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Words of Remembrance and Glorification of Allah
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The author said: Many people are infatuated with certain adhkar (words
of remembrance) and tasblhat (words of glorification) which are not estab-
lished from the Messenger of Allah and which do not have any basis.
Thus, | deemed it appropriate to mention some of the authentic forms of
dhikr and tashih which can be relied upon.
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The best form ofdhikr is recitation of the Quran:

Jhi AN - s Cf- aj N\A~]
TQp*jli cQ-Ol ~i ljy Uif Jjjj ;3j3j tjil k_3-Uaj Jli))

((IftjAT AT Jiip
Abdullah ibn Amr reported from the Prophet |8, “The companion of the

Quran will be told [on the Day ofJudgement,] ‘Recite and ascend, as you
would do so in the dunya, for your station will be correspondent to the last
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ayah you recite.”™8
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As for other forms ofadhkar.
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In the two Sahihs (i.e. the books of al-Bukhari and Muslim) there is the
hadith of Abl Hurayrah wherein the Prophet sH said, “Two words are light
upon the tongue yet heavy upon the scale and beloved to al-Rahman: sub-
hdnalldhi wa bihamdihi, subhdnalldhial-azim.”
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In Sahih al-Bukhari there is the hadith of Abl Hurayrah from the Prophet
sl1, “Whomsoever states Subhdnalldhi wa bihamdihi one hundred times
within a day, his sins will be forgiven even if they are as much as the foam of
the sea.”
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There is another narration which was only reported by Muslim, that being
the hadith of Abl Dhar, “The Messenger of Allah ™ was asked, ‘Which
speech is the most meritorious?’ He replied, ‘Subhdnalldhi wa bihamdihi.’”

78 Reported by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (2/192), al-Tirmidhl in his Sunan

(8/117)—who graded it as hasan sahib, al-Nasal in Fadail al-Quran (97), and al-
Hakim in al-Mustadrak (1/552)—which al-Dhahabl graded as sahih.
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In another hadith collected only by Muslim, Juwayriyyah said, ‘The Mes-
senger of Allah sH came to me one morning whilst | was engaged in tashih.
Then he left due to a need of his and returned at approximately the middle
of the day. He said to me, ‘Are you still engaged in tashih? | replied affirm-
atively, so he said, ‘Should I not teach some words which if placed against
yours (i.e. the words of tashih she made) would outweigh them? (i) Sub-
hdnallahi \adada khalgihi thrice, (ii) subhanallahi zinata \arshihi thrice,
(iiiysubhanallahi rida nafsihi thrice, and (iv) subhanallahi midada kalimd-
tihi thrice.””
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Chapter Twenty Eight

Supplications
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The author said: Many of the people use supplications from unreliable
books, and it is not correct to do so except from authentic sources.
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Muslim reported in his Sahih on the authority of Abi Hurayrah that the
Prophet sH said, “The closest position the slave gets to his Lord is during the
prostration, so be excessive in your du @’ [whilst in prostration.]”
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And from the other times in which the du'a’is preferred and accepted is
between the adhan and igdmah, during rainfall, upon finishing the Qur an,
and whenever one finds khushu® (when one feels spiritual humility).
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As for that which should precede the dua \‘Umar said, “The du@a'is sus-
pended and will not rise from the individual until he sends salah upon the
Prophet !8e.”
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And from the etiquettes ofdu'a’is that one precedes with seeking forgive-
ness and refrains from consuming the unlawful:
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Muslim reported the hadith of Abl Hurayrah that the Prophet s]] recount-
ed the case ofaman who had journeyed far and was dishevelled and covered
in dust. He then stretched out his hands to the sky and said, “O Lord,”
whilst his food was unlawful, his drink was unlawful, his clothing was un-
lawful and he had been sustained by the unlawful, so how could his call be
answered?

HSUNU 1 15U
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And from amongst the etiquettes ofdu a’is to think positively in regards to
it being answered:

((aju-NL alll lypjl)) (bm Aiil [ ]

It is mentioned in a hadlth, “Supplicate to Allah whilst being certain of a
response.”
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And from amongst the etiquettes o f~# <Tis for one’s heart to be present:
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The Prophet ~ said, “Allah does not accept the du 'a’from one whose heart
is inattentive and heedless.” 9
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In mention ofdu d 5 during times of distress
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In the two Sahibs there is a hadlth on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the
Prophet fj] would say during times o f distress: “La ilaha illalldhul azimul
halim (No deity is worthy ofworship except Allah, the Most Great and the
Most Forbearing), la ildha illallahu rabul arshil azim (No deity is worthy

79 This hadlth and the one before it are one. Both are found in al-Musnad of Imam

Ahmad, and the Sunan ofal-Tirmidhl. Al-Tirmidhl said, “This hadlth isgharib and we
do not know of it except from this way.”
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ofworship except Allah, Lord of the great throne), la ildha illalldhu rubbus
samawati wa rabbul ardi wa rabbul arshil karim (No deity is worthy of
worship except Allah, Lord of the heavens, Lord of the earth, and Lord of
the honourable throne).”
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In mention ofdu'ds during times of grief and sadness
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Ibn Masaud reported that the Prophet sg] said, “If one of you is stricken
with griefor sorrow and he says, ‘Allahumma inni abduka wa ibn abdika
wa ibn amatika (O Allah, I am your slave, the son of your male and fe-
male slaves), nasiyati biyadika madinfi hukmuka (my forelock is in Your
hand, subject to your command), adlunfi gadauka (You are just in Your
decree), as"aluka bi kullismin huwa laka sammayta bihi nafsaka (I implore
you through every name of Yours, that which You named Yourself), aw \al-
lamtahu ahadan min khalgika (Or taught it to one of Your creation), aw
anzaltabu fi kitabika (or revealed it in Your book), aw istatharta bihifi
ilm.ilghaybi indaka (Or that You kept unseen from us), an tafalal qurtn
rabid galbi wa nur sadri wajakaa huzni wa dhahaba hammi (that You
make the Qur’an asolace for my heart, a light for my chest and the clearance
o f my sadness and grief)’, except that Allah It will remove his griefand sad-
ness—replacing it with happiness.”
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In mention ofdu"a’when one is fearful of the ruler
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Ibn Mas‘ud said, “If one of you is under a ruler whom instils fear within
him, then say, ‘Alldbumma rabbas samdwdetis sab‘i wa rabbal "arshil azim
(O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and the great throne), kun lijdran min
fulan ibnifulanin waahzabihi min khalgika (Be my protector from so and
so and his supporters from Your creation), an yafruta alayya ahadun min-
hum awyatghd (Lest they exceed the limits with me or oppress me), azza
jaruka wajalla thanaukka, wala ilaha ilia anta (Mighty is Your protec-

tion and glorified is Your praise, and there is no deity worthy ofbeing wor-
shipped besides you).””
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Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported in their Sahibs on the authority o fA’Ishah

df that the Messenger of Allah iD would supplicate with the following
dums:
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“Alldhumma innia‘udhu bika minfitnatin nariwa min ‘adhabin nariwa
fitnatil gabr wa adhdbil gabr (O Allah, I seek refuge in You from the trials
of the Fire and its torment, and the trials of the grave and its torment), wa
min sharrifitnatilghina wa min sharrifitnatilfagri (And from the evil of
being tested with wealth and from the evils of being tested with poverty),
wa a ‘udhu bika min sharrifitnatil masihid dajjali (And I seek refuge in
you from the trials ofal-Maslh al-Dajjal). Allahumma-ghsil galbikhatdyayi
bimdi al-thalji wal baradi (O Allah, cleanse my heart of sin with water of
snow and hail), wa naqqi gqalbi min al-khatdyd kamd naqgqayta al-thawba
al-abyad min al-danasi, (and purify my heart from sin as You purify awhite
garment from filth) wa bdfid bayni wa bayna khatdyd kamd batdta bayna
al-mashriqi wal maghribi (And distance me from my mistakes as you have
distanced the east from the west), alldhumma innia udhu bika min al-kasli
wal harami wal-maghrimi wal mathami wal maghrami (O Allah, I seek
your refuge from laziness, senility, sin and being burdened with debt.)”
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In the Sahihayn, there is the hadith on the authority of Abl Musa that the
Prophet !8m would supplicate with the following dua Alldhumma-ghfir li
jiddi wa hazli (O Allah, forgive me for what | have done in seriousness and
in jest), wa khataiwa am di(My deliberated mistakes and the inadvertent),
wa kullu dhalika Hndi(all o f this emanated from myself). Alldhumma-ghfir
li md gaddamtu wa ma ahzartu, wa md asrartu, wa md a fantu, wa ma
anta a'lamu bihi minni (O Allah forgive me for that which has been done
and that which will occur in the future, that which | concealed and that
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which | did openly, and that which You are better aware of than me). An-
ta-I-mugaddimu, wa anta-I-muakhkhiru; wa anta ‘ala kulli shayin gadir
(You are the one who advances and the one who holds back, and You are
over all things able).”

<lp all Jt- Fijio djj AN [>Ai]
j crx N V! p-$'» :Jjk
0* o n ~AoA 0 X A
C-j! tLfclSj ga o~il t ol ci\ c_jlLpj
cr3 A V-BOV c?* A drs ~ vV ' J] tUNY.j 1$7]

Muslim reported the hadlth on the authority of Zayd ibn 'Argam that the
Prophet  would say: “Alldhumma innia \vtchu bika minal ajzi wal-kasa-
li, wal-jubni wal-bukhli, wal-harami wa adhabil gabri (O Allah | seek
refuge in You from inability, laziness, cowardice, miserliness, senility, and
the torment of the grave), alldhumma ati nafsi tagwahd, wa zakkihd, anta
khayru man zakkaha (O Allah grant my soul tagwa and purify it, for You
are the greatest purifier), anta waliyyuhd wa mawlaha (You are its guardian
and its master),alldhumma innia*udhu bika min Himin layanfa'u, wa min
galbin la yakhshaf@, wa min da'watin Id yustajabu laha (O Allah, | seek
refuge in You from un-beneficial knowledge, a heart with no khushu' and
from an unanswered prayer).”
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Muslim reported a hadlth upon the authority of Abi Hurayrah that the
Messenger of Allah 'H would say: “Alldhumma aslih li dinialladhi huwa
Hsmatu amri (O Allah, rectify my religious affairs in which my protection
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lies). Wa aslih lidunya allatiflha ma‘'dshi (And rectify my worldly life in
which my livelihood lies). Wa aslih li akhirati allatifiha ma‘adi (Recti-
fy my hereafter in which my return lies). W aj‘ali I-haydta ziyadatan lifi
kulli khayrin waj'ali I-mawta rdhatan li min kulli sharrin (Make this life
a means of increase for me in goodness, and make death a rest for me from
every evil).”
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Muslim reported a hadith upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the Mes-
senger of Allah sH would supplicate with: “Rabbia‘inniwa la tu'in ‘alayya
(My Lord, help me and do not give help against me). Wansurni "ala man
bagha 'alayya (Give me victory over those who vie against me). Rabbi-j'al-
ni laka shakkaran, laka dhakkaran, laka rahhaban, laka mitwd'an, laka
mukhbitan, ilayka awwahan muniba (My Lord, make me thankful to
You, mindful of You, fearful of You, obedient to You, humble to You and
penitent). Rabbi tagabbal tawbati, wa-ghsil hawbati, wa ajib da‘'wati, wa
thabbit hujjati, wa saddid lisdni, wahdi galbi, waslul sakhimata sadri (My
Lord, accept my repentance, wash away my misdeeds, answer my supplica-
tions, clearly establish my evidence, set right my tongue, guide my heart, and
remove the malice from my chest).”
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Buraydah reported that the Prophet H heard a man saying, “Alldhumma
inni asaluka hianni ashhadu annaka aladhi la ildha ilia anta, al-ahadu
al-samadu aladhi lam yalid wa lam yiilad wa lam yakun lahu kufuwan
ahad (O Allah, I ask You by my testification that you are Allah, there is no
deity worthy o fbeing worshipped besides You, You are the One, the Eternal,
the One whom does not beget nor is begotten and to whom there is none
comparable).” The Prophet said to this, “He has asked by the great name of
Allah, the one which when it is asked alongside, what is sought is given, and
when it is supplicated alongside, the supplication is answered.”
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Shadad ibn Aws reported that the Prophet §8 said, “If [you see] the peo-
ple amassing gold and silver, then greater a gathering is that of the words,
“Alldhumma inniasaluka-thabatafil-amri, wal fzimatu &id I-rushdi, wa
asaluka shukra ndmatika, wa asaluka husna fibadatika, wa asaluka qal-
ban saliman waasaluka lisanan sadigan, waasaluka min khayri md ta'la-
mu wa a'udhu bika min sharri md ta'lamu, wa astaghfiruka lima ta'lamu,
innaka anta allamul-ghuyub (O Allah, I ask you for firmness in all matters
and resolution to remain upon the right way. | ask You to make me grateful
for Your blessings. | ask You to perfect me in worshipping to You. | ask You
for asound heart and a truthful tongue. | ask you the good from what You
know, seek refuge from the evil from what You know, and | seek forgiveness
for what You know. Indeed, You have knowledge of the unseen).”
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Al-Bara reported that the Prophet ~ said, “If Allah wishes good for His
slave, he teaches him these words and then ensures that he will not for-
get them, ‘Alldhumma innidadffagimift ridaka, wa khudh ila I-khayri
binasiti, wafali I-islama muntaha ridai, alldhumma innidadfunfa gaw
wini, wa innidhalilunfa adzzani, wa innifagirunfa aghnini(O Allah, I
am weak; strengthen me with the deeds that assure Your pleasure, and direct
me towards the good. Make Islam be the utmost of my pleasure. O Allah,
I am weak so strengthen me, | am lowly so increase me in status. | am poor
so enrich me).””

- 4 Loy’

We have concluded the book, with the praise of Allah and His aid.
4il] Lr<'b n

All praise be to Allah, the first and the last, and may His salat and salam be
upon our leader Muhammad and his family.

316



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues o fBlacks and Abyssinians

317



Tanwiru 'I-Ghabashifi Fadli ‘s-Sudani wa ‘I-Habashi

318



Illuminating the Darkness: The Virtues ofBlacks and Abyssinians

319



Tanwiru ‘'I-Ghabashifi Fadli ‘s-Sudani wa 'lI-Habashi

320





