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INTRODUCTION

BY THE TRANSLATOR

All praises belong to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, the Most
Beneficent and the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.
May Allah exalt the rank of and send peace upon the best of
mankind, Muhammad bin ‘Abdillah, and upon his family and his

Companions collectively.
As to what follows:

Allah the Exalted selected the best men and women as Companions
for the Messenger of Allah #&. Allih the Exalted said:

{ k) Jeig S B Ay
Allah knows best with whom to place His Message.
[Stirah al-An’am 6:124]
Ibn al-Qayyim % said, “Allah knows best where to place His
Message, both regarding the original recipient (meaning the

Messenger) and those who inherit it from him (meaning his
Companions).”

The Illustrious Women of Islam is a collection of biographies of the
noble Companions of the Messenger of Allih # from among
the women, extracted from two classic history books: Siyar Alam

1



THE ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ISLAM FROM THE FIRST GENERATION

an-Nubala' by Imam adh-Dhahabi and Al-Isibab fi Tamyiz as-Saha-
bah by Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani.

Siyar A'llam an-Nubali' by Imam adh-Dhahabi is an encyclopedic
book of biographies of the noble Companions of the Messenger of
Allah £ and the scholars from the generations that followed them
up until the era of the author, who died in 748 AH. This book
recounts memoirs of those noble women closest to the Prophet
&, such as his wives, nursing mothers, daughters, granddaughters,
paternal aunts, paternal cousins, nursing sisters, and select women

from the Muhajirtin and Ansar.

Al-Isabab fi Tamyiz as-Sahibah by Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani is the most
comprehensive dictionary of the Companions of the Messenger of
Allah 4. This book is arranged in alphabetical order illustrating
these noble women from mankind and jinn. Although this trans-
lation is comprehensive, it does not include every woman regarded
as a Companion. Some of the biographies are extensive, some are
brief; all of them are extraordinary.

Rasheed bin Estes Barbee
Durbham, North Carolina
Shawwil 1439 / June 2018
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THE WIVES

——A————
OF THE PROPHET

1) Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

2) Sawdah bint Zanr'ah

3) @A'ishah bint Abi Bakr as-Siddiq

4) Hafsah bint ‘Umar bin al-Khattab

5) Zaynab bint Khuzaymah

6) Umm Salamah Hind bint Abi Umayyah bin al-Mughirah
7) Juwayriyah bint al-Harith

8) Zaynab bint Jahsh

9) Umm Habibah Ramlah bint Abi Sufyan
10) Safiyyah bint Huyayy bin Akhgab

11) Maymiinah bint al-Harith

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

KHADIJAH BINT KHUWAYLID

Khadijah was the Mother of the Believers and the leader of all the
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women of the world during her era. She is the mother of al-Qasim,
the daughter of Khuwaylid bin Asad bin ‘Abdil-‘Uzza bin Qusayy
bin Kilab al-Qurashi al-Asadi. She is the mother of the children of
the Messenger of Allih #'. She was the first person to believe in
him. She gave credence to him before anyone else. She made his
heart firm. She took him to her uncle Waragah. Her virtues are
extraordinary. She is from those women who achieved excellence
and distinction. She was intelligent, religious, modest, and noble.
She is from the inhabitants of Paradise. The Prophet £ used to
praise her and favor her over the other Mothers of the Believers.

e would go to great lengths to laud her, to the extent that A'ishah

said:

W Jo 23 53558 Le B5ad e S5 sl e B3 G
ke o

Never did I feel jealous of any woman as I felt in the case of

Khadijah. This was due to the Prophet £ mentioning her often.>

From her noble traits is that she was the first woman the Prophet &
married. She bore a number of his children, and he never married
another woman while married to her. He did not marry another
woman until she died. She was a blessed Companion. She would
spend her wealth on him. The Prophet % conducted business and
trade on her behalf. Allah ordered him to give her glad tidings of a
palace in Paradise made from jewels in which there is no noise and
no toil.

Jubayr bin Mut'im stated, “Khadijah’s paternal uncle ‘Amr bin Asad
married her to the Messenger of Allih #. Khadijah’s father died in
the war of al-Fijar®. [The Prophet] was 25 years old while Khadijah
was 40 years old.”

! Translator’s note: Khadijah #2 was the mother of all his children except Ibrahim,
whose mother was Mariyah the Coptic.

% Sahih Muslim 2435

3 Translator’s note: This war between Arab tribes began during the Pre-Islamic Days of
Ignorance, 33 years before the migration, and it lasted for 10 years.
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Az-Zubayr bin Bakkar said, “During the Pre-Islamic Days of
Ignorance, Khadijah was known as ‘the Pure One’ (at-Tahirah); her
mother was Fatimah bint Za'idah al-‘Amiriyah.”

Khadijah was previously married to Halah bin Zurarah at-Tamimi
and then to ‘Atiq bin ‘Abid bin ‘Abdillah, then she married the
Prophet #&. He was 25 years old when they married, and she was 15
years older than him.

‘A'ishah said that Khadijah died before the prayer was made oblig-
atory. It has been said that she passed away during the month of
Ramadan, and she was buried in al-Hajun* at the age of 65.

A'ishah said, “When the Messenger of Allih # would mention
Khadijah, he would not grow tired of praising her and seeking
forgiveness for her. One day, he mentioned her and jealousy
overcame me. I said, ‘Allah has exchanged something better for you
than an old woman.” I saw that this made him very upset. Thus,
my temper was removed. I said to myself, ‘O Allah, if you remove
the displeasure that Your Messenger has for me, I will not speak
unfavorably about her again.” When the Prophet # saw how I was
affected, he said, ‘How can you say this? By Allah, she believed in
me when the people belied me. She accepted me when the people
rejected me. And I have been granted children from her while I
have not been granted children from other than her’.””

Al-Wagqidi® said, “The boycott against the clan of Banii Hashim
ended three years before the migration; then Aba Talib (the uncle
of the Prophet) died, and Khadijah died a month and five days
before him.” Al-Hakim said, “She died three days after Abii Talib.”

‘A'ishah #2 said, “Never did I feel jealous of any woman as I felt in
the case of Khadijah. This was due to the Prophet # mentioning

# Translator’s note: A cemetery to the north of Masjid al-Haram, and near the Masjid

of the Jinn, in Makkah.
3 Collected by at-Tabarani in A-Kabir (14/23).

¢ Translator’s note: Ab ‘Abdillih Muhammad bin ‘Umar bin Wagqid al-Aslami, an
Islamic historian who died in 207 AH.
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her often. He married me three years after her death, and his Lord
commanded him to give her glad tidings of a palace in Paradise’.”

Abt Hurayrah # said:

ENE udwrujmwsu@s&y}j
e 13 \;m\@b\, ih § D ¢\>m;uw:j
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Jibril came to the Prophet £ and said, “O Messenger of Allah,
Khadijah is bringing you a dish with some food or drink. When
she arrives, convey to her the salim from her Lord and from me.

And give her glad tidings of a palace in Paradise made from jewels,
in which there is no noise and no toil.”®

‘Ali #2 said, “T heard the Messenger of Allah 4 say:
Ole &5 ai ey 555 s E3 Bus s 2

““The best woman of her era is Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, and the
best woman of her era was Maryam bint ‘Imran.””

Abu Salamah and Yahya bin ‘Abdur-Rahman said, “When Khadijah
died, the Prophet & received a visit from Khawlah bint Hakim, the
wife of ‘Uthman bin Maz'an'®. She said, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
will you not marry?” He responded, “Who should I marry?’ She
said, ‘Sawdah bint Zam’ah. She believed in you and follows you.””
This hadith in its entirety is mursal."!

7 Sahih al-Bukhiri 103 and Sahih Muslim 2435, from the hadith of Hishim bin ‘Urwah
from his father.

8 Sahih al-Bukbari 3820
® Sahih al-Bukhari 7/101

10 Translator’s note: He is the maternal uncle of Hafsah bint ‘Umar bin al-Khattib, the
wife of the Prophet #.

' Translator’s note: A hadith is called a “mursal hadith” if the one who narrated it from
the Prophet # is a Tabi’i and not a Companion. Imam Abia ‘Abdillih al-Hakim said,
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Ibn Is'haq said, “Calamities came consecutively to the Messenger
of Allah with the death of Abu Talib and Khadijah. And Khadijah
was the epitome of honesty. Her lineage connects to the lineage of
the Prophet # at Qusayy bin Kilab. She was a business investor,
thus she presented a business opportunity to the Prophet £ to take
some of her wealth to Sham to conduct trade. The Prophet £ went
to Sham with the freed slave of Khadijah named Maysarah. He sold
the product she had sent with him and increased her wealth. She
sent word to him that she was interested in marrying him; thus, he
married her and gave her 20 camels as a dowry.”'?

Khadijah’s children from the Prophet # are: al-Qasim, at-Tayyib,
and at-Tahir, who all died during their suckling years; and
Rugqayyah, Zaynab, Umm Kulthtim, and Fatimah.

‘A'ishah ¥ said:

G S G ey el o ol 0085 4 G G U
) @ LD

Revelation first began for the Messenger of Allah £ in the form of
a good dream."”

She said, “Then he received the verses:

e & L.MV\&@‘;}L;»\J’ML?}
{ © 3 a5 13

“‘Read, in the name of your Lord, Who has created.
He created man from a clot. Read; and your Lord is
the Most Generous.’

[Surah al-’Alag 93:1-3]

“There is no difference of opinion among the scholars of hadith that the mursal hadith is
one which the narrator narrated with a complete chain back to the Tabii, and the Tibi’i
says, ‘The Messenger of Allah & said.’” (MaYifah ‘Ulim al-Hadith). This narration is
collected in Al-Musnad (6/211), and all the men in the chain are reliable.

12 Prophetic Sirah by Ibn Hisham
13 Sahih al-Bukhari 3
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“The Messenger of Allih £ returned with his heart beating severely.
He entered upon Khadijah bint Khuwaylid and said, ‘Cover me,
cover me!’ They covered him until his fear was gone, and after that

he told her everything that had happened and said, ‘T fear that
something may happen to me.” Khadijah replied:

KW c(,:-)\ J..aJ &.JJ‘ c\.,b\ A.U\ qu Y A.U\js c,w\ 43\5
‘_,>J\ u\y 61.9 u*’”) cJQ\ Vj cg.-s.bJ\

“‘Never! Receive the glad tidings. By Allah, Allah will never
disgrace you. You keep good relations with your kin, you speak
the truth, you help the poor and destitute and assist those afflicted
with calamity.’

“She took him to see her uncle Waraqah bin Nawfal bin Asad.
During the Pre-Islamic Period, he became a Christian and used
to write the Arabic script, and he used to write of the Gospels in
Arabic as much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man
who had lost his sight. Khadijah said, ‘Listen to what your nephew
has to say” Waraqah said, ‘O my nephew, what did you see?” The
Prophet £ told him what he saw. Upon hearing this, Waraqah said:

4 @
ST NP R RESU R R
““This is the same Namiis'* whom Allih had sent to Moses.’ '

Shaykh ‘Izz ad-Din bin al-Athir said, “The Muslims have agreed
that Khadijah was the first person to enter Islam.”

Az-Zuhri said, “The first people to believe in Allah and His
Messenger were Khadijah, Abii Bakr, and ‘Ali #2.

Ibn Is'haq narrated, “Khadijah said to the Messenger of Allah, ‘Are

you able to inform me when your Companion (Jibril) arrives?” He

! Translator’s note: Nimiis has many meanings, including “the one who keeps a se-
cret.” Imim an-Nawawi said, “Jibril is called this because Allih entrusted him with
some affairs of the unseen.”

15 Sahih al-Bukhiri 6982

10




The Wives of the Prophet

said, ‘Yes.” When he came, he said, ‘O Khadijah, Jibril is here.” She
said, ‘Sit on your right thigh. Do you see him?” He said, ‘Yes.” She
said, ‘Sit on your left thigh. Do you see him?” He said, ‘Yes.” Then
she covered him with her garment and she lay under her garment
with him and said, ‘Do you see him?’ He replied, ‘No.” She said,
‘Receive the good news that, by Allah, this is surely an angel and
not a devil.” ”'® (Because the devil would not have been ashamed to
look at him while he was under a woman’s garment.)

Anas bin Milik said that the Messenger of Allah £ said:

L4 ’°{~/ T - el ':/ 0. - //o .. © % -
(:LE)} (&I 4};‘3:&:’-‘) (d‘,;.f 4..:‘ ;.g} 'u@JLJ\ %L.mﬁ o d)-}v:».’-
coces Mo AT s s a0 Ay

d}f«;} G‘J.;\ 4,.,5:‘) c.:\i}u): oy Mjgb)

Sufficient for you among the women of mankind are Maryam bint

‘Imran, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Fitimah bint Muhammad, and
Asiyah the wife of Pharaoh.!”

The Messenger of Allah said:
AoTasces Ao A L A o e .S o % ]
gl 05T ety (ddsy (LDl i % Ll ol glas sus

The leaders of the women of Paradise are Maryam, Fatimah,
Khadijah, and Asiyah the wife of Pharaoh.'®

A'ishah said that Khadijah died before the prayer was made oblig-
atory. Al-Wagqidi said that she passed away during the month of
Ramadin and she was buried in al-Hajiin. Qatidah and ‘Urwah
said that she died three years prior to the migration to Madinah.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SAWDAH BINT ZAM'AH

The Mother of the Believers Sawdah bint Zam’'ah bin Qays
al-Qurashiyyah al-Amiriyyah.

16 Collected by Ibn Hishiam (1/238, 239).
Y7 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 3878; Abu ‘Isa said that this hadith is hasan.
'* Collected by al-Hakim (3/185). Translator’s note: Declared authentic by al-Albani.

11



THE ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ISLAM FROM THE FIRST GENERATION

She was the first woman the Messenger of Allih £ married after
Khadijah. He was only married to her for three years or more before
he consummated his marriage with A'ishah. She was a noble,
honorable woman with firm resolve.

Sawdah was previously married to as-Sakran bin ‘Amr, the brother
of Suhayl bin ‘Amr. She gave her days to A'ishah, showing concern
for the heart of the Messenger of Allah €.

She narrated ahaidith, some of which have been collected in Sahih
al-Bukhiri. Ibn ‘Abbas and Yahya bin ‘Abdillah al-Ansari narrated

from her.

‘A'ishah #2 said:

‘°‘f‘u"‘°'>j*‘u'°\-€-">\*“‘gﬁdjﬁ d\ ‘_;‘ ;,aj Ei \uij\ﬁ
(.J.ﬂ m«u\ywd@”q&?uﬁsmm@@

I never saw a woman and wanted to be in her skin (wanted to be
her) other than Sawdah bint Zam’ah; she was a woman with firm
resolve. When she became older, she gave her days with the Prophet
£ to ‘A'ishah.?

The Messenger of Allih #& married Sawdah during the month of
Ramadan 10 years after he became a prophet. He migrated with her
to Madinah. She died in Madinah during the month of Shawwal.

Al-Wagqidi noted, “Sawdah died in Madinah in Shawwal in 54 AH.”
While Sa'id bin Abi Hilal said, “Sawdah #2 died during ‘Umar’s
caliphate.”

Ibn Sad said, “Sawdah and her husband (as-Sakrin bin ‘Amr)

accepted Islam and migrated to Abyssinia.”

1 Translator’s note: Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhab al-Aqil said, “As for
Sawdah: her choosing to remain with the Prophet # shows her intelligence, as she
wanted to be raised on the Day of Judgment from amongst his wives #2.”

2 Sahih Muslim 1463 (translation based upon the explanation of Imidm an-Nawawi).

12



The Wives of the Prophet

As-Sakran bin Amr returned to Makkah, where he died, leaving
Sawdah a widow. The Prophet # proposed to her. She said, “My
affair is up to you.” He told her to have a man from her family
marry them, so she told Hatib bin ‘Amr al-Amiri to marry her off.
Hatib is from those who migrated and participated in Badr.

Sawdah bint Zam’ah #2 used to make the Messenger of Allah £
laugh?'. Sawdah said to the Messenger of Allah #&:

2o eof L of p of [ 0T e YA o&/
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“I prayed behind you last night, so I bowed until I had to hold my

nose fearing blood would drip.” Thus, he laughed. And she would
make him laugh from time to time with poetry.?

‘A'ishah ¥ said:
P o oy & “/° PR “o o £ e /°}° AR A ° //o%’o
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Sawdah sought permission on the night of Muzdalifah to leave
before it became too crowded, because she was a heavy woman, and

he gave her permission.?
Sawdah bint Zam’ah #2 was a charitable woman.

Ibn Sirin narrated that after the death of the Messenger of Allih
£, ‘Umar bin al-Khattab sent Sawdah a sack containing dirham.
She said, “What is this?” They said, “Money.” She said, “Money
in a sack disguised as dates?” So she said to a young girl, “Give me
contentment.” So the young girl gave all the money to the poor.*

*! Translator’s note: The laughing of the Messenger of Allah £ was a smile, as A'ishah
said, “T have never seen the Messenger of Allih # laughing so heartily that his uvula
could be seen. He used to smile only.” Collected by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

2 Ap-Tabagar 54/8
2 Sahih Muslim 1290
* At-Tabagat 5618

13
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Sawdah narrated five ahidith which are collected in Al-Bukhdiri and
Muslim, and one which is only collected in Sahih al-Bukhari.

Abu Wagqid al-Laythi said:

ijss s 3 wjﬂ U5k oy ade all Lo & M J,a; Cral
):A;J‘ Jj@‘b VJ OM

I heard the Messenger of Allah & saying to his wives during the
Farewell Pilgrimage, “This (is the pilgrimage for you); afterwards,
stick to the surface of the mats (stay at home).”*

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Sawdah bint Zam’ah 2 said:

}ﬁ ,/
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I performed Hajj and ‘Umrah, so I remain in my home as I have

been commanded to do by Allah the Exalted.?

Sawdah bint Zam’ah had two brothers: Milik bin Zam’ah and ‘Abd
bin Zam’ah.

As for Malik bin Zam’ah, he was from the first and foremost to
accept Islim. He migrated to Abyssinia during the second migra-
tion, then he returned to Madinah with Ja'far bin Abi Talib, and
then he passed away.”

As for her brother ‘Abd bin Zam’ah: he was not Muslim at the time
Sawdah married the Messenger of Allah, so he began to throw dirt
on his head in anguish over his sister’s marriage. When he accepted
Islam, he wrote a poem saying, “Verily, I was foolish the day I threw
dirt upon my head because the Messenger of Allih # married

» Sunan Abi Dawid 1722
26 Narrated by Ibn Sirin; collected in Ap-Tabagar al-Kubri by Ibn Sad (#9703).
Y Accuracy in Distinguishing the Companions by Ibn Hajar

14



The Wives of the Prophet

Sawdah.”?

Her brother ‘Abd bin Zam’ah is also mentioned in the hadith
concerning the child of the bed. ‘A'ishah said:

—n\
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Sad bin Abi Waqqas and ‘Abd bin Zam’ah disputed concerning a
slave belonging to Zam’ah. Sa'd said, “O Messenger of Allih, this
is the son of my brother, ‘Utbah bin Abi Waqqas, who asked me to
take care of him because he is his son.” ‘Abd bin Zam’ah said, “This
is my brother, O Messenger of Allah, the son of my father’s slave-
woman who was born in my father’s bed.” The Messenger of Allah
4 saw a clear resemblance to ‘Utbah, but he said, “He is yours, O
‘Abd bin Zam’ah. The child is for the (owner of the) bed.” Then he
said to Sawdah bint Zam’ah, who was one of the Mothers of the

Believers, “Observe hijab from him, O Sawdah.”?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

‘A'ISHAH BINT ABI BAKR AS-SIDDIQ_

She is the daughter of the Imim, as-Siddiq, the Caliph of the
Messenger of Allah #%, Abi Bakr ‘Abdullih bin Abi Quhifah
‘Uthman bin Amir bin ‘Amr bin K2'b bin Sad bin Tamim bin
Murrah bin Ka'b from the tribe of Quraysh.

She is the Mother of the Believers and the most knowledgeable
woman of this ummah without exception.

%8 Siyar Allam an-Nubali' by Imam adh-Dhahabji, p. 230.
» Narrated by al-Bukhari (2053) and Muslim (1457).
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Her mother is Umm Riimin bint ‘Amir bin ‘Uwaymir.

Abi Bakr and Umm Rimain migrated with ‘A'ishah. The Prophet
#£ married her before migration and after the death of Khadjijah.
That was about 10 months before the migration. Some have said
it was two years prior. The marriage was consummated after the

Prophet # returned from the Battle of Badr.

A great deal of good, blessed knowledge has been narrated by her
and her father, and the likes of ‘Umar, Fatimah, Sad, Hamzah bin
‘Amr al-Aslami, and Judimah bint Wahb.

‘A'ishah #2 narrated 2,210 ahadith. Of these ahidith, 174 are agreed
upon by al-Bukhari and Muslim.*

‘A'ishah #2 is from those born into Islim. She was eight years
younger than Fitimah. ‘A'ishah used to say:
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I do not have any recollection of my parents except that both of
them practiced the religion (Islam).>!

She recalled meeting a blind old man in Makkah who led the

elephants, and he would ask for money.

She was a woman with a white complexion and she was very attrac-
tive. For this reason, she was called “the Little Red One.” The
Prophet % did not marry a virgin other than her and he did not
love any woman like he loved her. I do not know of any woman in
the ummah of Muhammad £ more knowledgeable than her. Some
scholars say she is better than her father, but this is rejected. Allah
has placed measure in everything. We testify that she is the wife of
the Prophet £ in this world and in the Hereafter. So is there any
greater praise than this?! Although Khadijah has some qualities not

% Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymin noted, “Only three Companions narrated more

ahadith than ‘A'ishah: Abi Hurayrah, ‘Abdullih bin ‘Umar, and Anas bin Milik.”
31 Sahih al-Bukhdiri 6079
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found in A'ishah, I do not say which one of them is better.??

A'ishah #2 said that the Messenger of Allah £ said:

jj;:f‘ B @J.L«S\u\au:;\:- JU EN (L.«.“@é);a)
dxd\ Jj.e u.b s_...:\ ‘:\3 ;J.@.;-j v wfb d)-ﬂf‘ odn Jj.c...e
aat e 1

I saw you in a dream for three nights when an angel brought you
to me in a silk cloth and he said, “Here is your wife,” and when I
removed (the cloth) from your face, there you were. So I said, “If
this is from Allah, let Him carry it out.”*

‘A'ishah #2 said:
leﬁzb\ﬁg@gyuofp\@fu@&@ﬁﬁ
s sl D o B 0,5 5 B 5 G e e
G M3 g VS 255 Gy S 25 s ST
‘@;&M\wwj ‘@25@’43,:9-% cgsfvgw
il Y 5 sl g ad g o J;J (3 08 3

“._,,“Jg J.;p i d Ml;- 4.45) c;\.o.MJ\ g2 (_;)-\P Jj .,\..45) 4/,,J-Pj
G 65 Ba Sled U5

I have surely been given nine virtues which were not given to any
woman after Maryam bint ‘Imran: Jibril descended with my image
in his dream until the Prophet £ was commanded to marry me. He
married me when I was a virgin and he did not marry a virgin other

? Translator’s note: Ibn Taymiyyah said, “Khadijah had a tremendous effect upon the
early days of Islam. Her aid in establishing the religion is unrivaled; not even ‘A'ishah
compares to her in this regard, nor any of the Mothers of the Believers. A'ishah had a
tremendous effect upon the later days of Islim. The manner in which she carried the
religion, conveyed it, and the knowledge she acquired is unrivaled; not even Khadijah
compares to her in this regard, nor any of the Mothers of the Believers.” (Collection of
Fatawa 4/393)

33 Sahih Muslim 2438
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than me. His soul was taken while his head was in my lap. He was
buried in my home. The angels surrounded my home. Revelation
descended while I was with him under his blanket. I am the daugh-
ter of his caliph and his friend. My name was cleared of the slander
from the heavens. I was created pure for one who is pure. I have
been promised forgiveness and a generous reward.**

This hadith has been narrated by Aba Bakr al-Ajurri from Ahmad
bin Yahya. Its chain of narration is Aasan, and it has other chains of
narration as well.

After the death of Khadijah, the Prophet £ married her and Sawdah
at the same time. He consummated the marriage with Sawdah and
he was only with her for three years before he consummated the
marriage with A'ishah.

‘Amr bin al-As 2 asked the Messenger of Allah £

2
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“Which of the people is most beloved to you?” He said, “ ‘A'ishah.”
He said, “Who from the men?” [The Prophet] said, “Her father.”%

This narration is authentic, even if the Rafidah hate it. The Prophet
£ only loved that which is good and wholesome.

The Messenger of Allih £ said:
% 2
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If I were to take a kbalil from this nation, then I would have taken
him (Aba Bakr), but the brotherhood of Islam is better.*

Thus, he loved the best man from this ummah and the best woman
from this ummah. Whoever hates the beloved of the Messenger of

3 Collected by al-Qadi Abi Yo'l in As-Sahih.
35 Sahih al-Bukhbiri 3662; Sahih Muslim 2384
36 Sahih al-Bukhiri 6738
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Allih 4, then it is more befitting that he is hated by Allih and His

Messenger.
Abu Hisham said:
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The people used to send presents to the Prophet £ on the day of
‘A'ishah’s turn. A'ishah said, “My companions (the other wives of
the Prophet) gathered in the house of Umm Salamah and said, ‘O
Umm Salamah! By Allah, the people choose to send presents on the
day of ‘A'ishah’s turn, and we, too, love the good as A'ishah does.
You should tell Allah’s Messenger ¥ to tell the people to send their
presents to him wherever he may be, or wherever his turn may be.’
Umm Salamah said that to the Prophet and he turned away from
her, and when the Prophet £ returned to her, she repeated the
same, and the Prophet again turned away, and when she told him
the same for the third time, the Prophet said, ‘O Umm Salamah!
Don’t trouble me concerning ‘A'ishah, for by Allah, the divine
inspiration never came to me while I was under the blanket of any
woman amongst you except her.””¥

The Messenger of Allih £ said:
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The superiority of A'ishah to other women is like the superiority of

37 Sahih al-Bukhari 3775
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tharid?® to other meals.”®

‘A'ishah #2 said:
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The Messenger of Allah £ said, “O ‘A'ishah, this is Jibnl; he conveys
the salam to you.” I said, “Upon him be peace and the mercy of
Allah.” He (the Messenger of Allah) sees what we do not see.*

Allah the Exalted cleared A'ishah from the slander against her.
‘A'ishah said about the slander:

;”} A.U\ d\j A..JJ.: kS" rlp\ ¢ “‘:"96:\'; f,‘i/} ".\;
@@ngbtﬂgugd Jlsﬁuu&?ufuv
J=3 5% w\dj\;‘du,ab@wsr&do\w,»wsw

w;

I went to my bed knowing at that time that I was innocent and that
Allah would reveal my innocence, but by Allah, I never thought
that Allah would reveal in my favor a revelation which would be
recited, for I considered myself too unimportant to be talked about
by Allah in the divine revelation that was to be recited. So Allah
revealed the 10 verses (of Siirah an-Niir): “Those who brought a
false charge...” (24:11-20)*
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‘A'ishah said that the Messenger of Allah £ said:
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3 Translator’s note: Ibn al-Qayyim said, “7harid is composed of meat and bread. Meat
is the best of those foods that are eaten with bread, and bread is the best of foodstuffs. If
they are combined, there can be nothing better than that.” (Zid al-Ma'’id 4/1271).

39 Sahih al-Bukbdri 5428
40 Sahih al-Bukhiri 6201
4 Sahih al-Bukhiri 7545
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“Surely, I know when you are pleased with me or angry with me.”
I said, “How do you know that?” He said, “When you are pleased
with me, you say, ‘No, by the Lord of Muhammad,” but when you
are angry with me, then you say, ‘No, by the Lord of Ibrahim.’”
Thereupon I said, “Yes, (you are right), but by Allah, I only boycott
your name.”*?

PRNRT ALY

Her Knowledge:
Abu Masa said:
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There was never a hadith that was problematic upon us—the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah %—except that when we

asked ‘A'ishah, we found that she had some knowledge concerning
it.s

Masriiq said, “I saw the scholars from the major Companions of
the Messenger of Allah #£ asking her about the obligatory matters

of the religion.”*

Ata’ bin Abi Rabih said, “‘A'ishah was from the most knowledge-
able people and generally had the best viewpoints.”

Her Knowledge of Medicine:
‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr, ‘A'ishah’s nephew, said to A'ishah, “O my

aunt, I am not surprised by your knowledge of Islamic jurispru-
dence, because you are the wife of the Messenger of Allih and the

2 Sahih al-Bukbari 5228
B Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 4257
4 Collected by al-Hakim (11/4).
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daughter of Abii Bakr. I am not surprised by your knowledge of
poetry, because you are the daughter of Abii Bakr and he was from
the most knowledgeable people in that field. But I am surprised
that you know medicine!” [‘Urwah said]: “She tapped me on my
shoulder and said, “The Messenger of Allih # became sick during
the end of his life and the delegation of Arabs would visit from
every direction, and I would hear the doctors treating the sick and
I memorized it 7%

Her Generosity:

‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr said, “Mu’awiyah once sent 100,000 dirham
to ‘A'ishah. By Allah, before the evening came, she had given it all
away to the poor. When evening came, she said to her slave-girl,
“Bring me food to break my fast with.” The slave-girl brought her
bread and oil and said, “O Mother of the Believers, were you not
able to buy us meat with one dirham?” ‘A'ishah #2 said, “Do not
scold me; if you had reminded me, I would have done so.”4

Her Death:

Ibn Abi Mulaykah narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas asked permission to
visit ‘A'ishah before her death, and at that time, she was in a state of
agony. She said, “I am afraid that he will praise me too much.” And
then it was said to her, “He is the cousin of the Messenger of Allah
£ and one of the prominent Muslims.” Then she said, “Allow him
to enter.” (When he entered) he said, “How are you?” She replied,
“I am good if I fear Allah.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah willing, (you
are good). You are the wife of the Messenger of Alldh, and he did
not marry any virgin except you, and proof of your innocence was
revealed from the heavens.” Later on, Ibn az-Zubayr entered after
him and ‘A'ishah said to him, “Ibn ‘Abbas came to me and praised
me greatly, but  wish that I was a thing forgotten and out of sight.”¥

‘A'ishah #2 died in Madinah on the 17® of Ramadin in 58 AH,
during the reign of Muawiyah. She was 63 years old. She was

 Siyar Allam an-Nubali' by Imam adh-Dhahabi (182).
% Siyar Alam an-Nubali' by Imam adh-Dhahabi.
47 Sahih al-Bukhiri 4753
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buried in al-Baql’ at night.®® Abii Hurayrah prayed the funeral

prayer over her.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

HAFSAH BINT ‘UMAR BIN AL-KHATTAB

Hafsah, the daughter of the leader of the believers Aba Hafs ‘Umar
bin al-Khartab; the Prophet £ married her after she completed her
mourning period for Khunays bin Hudhifah as-Sahmi, who was
from those who migrated to Abyssinia and then to Madinah. The
Prophet # married her three years after the migration to Madinah.

A'ishah said, “She was the one among the wives of the Messenger
of Allah # who used to compete with me.”

It has been narrated that Hafsah was born five years before the
Messenger of Allih became a prophet. Based upon this, she was
around 20 years old when he married her.

She narrated a number of #hidith. Her brother Ibn ‘Umar narrated
from her, and she was six years older than him.

Her father offered her to Aba Bakr for marriage, but Aba Bakr did
not say anything to him in response. ‘Umar then offered her to
‘Uthman for marriage, and ‘Uthman responded by saying, “I will
not marry right now.” This upset ‘Umar, so he complained about
this to the Prophet . The Prophet £ said to him, “Hafsah will
marry someone better than ‘Uthman, and ‘Uthmin will marry
someone better than Hafsah.” Then the Prophet # proposed
to Hafsah, and ‘Umar married him to her. And the Prophet &
married ‘Uthman to his daughter Umm Kultham, after her sister
(‘Uthman’s previous wife, Ruqayyah) had died.

‘Umar bin al-Khattab said, “I met ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan and offered
Hafsah to him in marriage. I said, ‘If you wish, I will marry Hafsah
bint ‘Umar to you.” He said, ‘T will think about it.” Several nights
passed, then he said, ‘T think that I do not want to get married at

% Siyar A'lam an-Nubala' by Imim adh-Dhahabi.
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this time.” Then I met Abit Bakr and I said, ‘If you wish, I will marry
Hafsah bint ‘Umar to you.” Aba Bakr kept quiet and did not give
me any response. I was more upset about him than about ‘Uthman.
Several nights passed, then the Messenger of Allih & proposed to
her and I married her to him. Then Aba Bakr met me and said,
‘Perhaps you felt upset when you offered Hafsah in marriage to me
and I did not reply?’ I said, “Yes.” He said, ‘Nothing prevented me
from responding to your offer but the fact that I knew that the
Messenger of Allah £ had mentioned her, and I did not want to
disclose the secret of the Messenger of Allih . If he had decided

not to marry her, I would have accepted your offer.””#

It has been narrated that the Prophet # divorced her, but Jibril
came to him with a command from Allih. He said:

@ */‘@/

Go back to Hafsah for she fasts a lot and prays a lot at night, and
she will be your wife in Paradise.>

Hafsah and ‘A'ishah were the two who cooperated against the
Prophet 2. Allih sent down the verse concerning them:
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If you two turn in repentance to Allah, (it will be
better for you); your hearts are indeed so inclined
(to oppose what the Prophet likes), but if you help
one another against him (Muhammad), then verily,
Allah is his protector, and Jibril, and the righteous

among the believers; and furthermore, the angels
are his helpers.

[Stirah at-Tahrim 66:4]

4 Sahih al-Bukhdiri 4005
50 Sunan Abi Diwid 2283
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And it has been narrated that when news reached ‘Umar that the
Prophet #£ had divorced Hafsah, he threw dirt on his head and said,
“Allah will not be pleased with ‘Umar and his daughter after this.”
So the next day, Jibril came to the Prophet £ and said, “Verily,
Allah commands you to take Hafsah back as a mercy to ‘Umar.”
Thus, he took her back.”!

Her Death:

Hafsah bint ‘Umar # died in 41 AH, and some say it was 45 AH,
in Madinah. Abt Hurayrah was from those who carried her casket.
Marwian, who was the governor of Madinah at that time, led the
Janazah prayer for her.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Hafsah bint ‘Umar 2 was entrusted with securing the mus haf after
it had been written down in one collective book.

Imam al-Bukhari narrated in his $#4i/ that Zayd bin Thabit # said,
“Abt Bakr as-Siddiq sent for me when the people of al-Yamamah
had been killed (the Companions who fought against the false
prophet Musaylimah). (I went to him) and found ‘Umar bin
al-Khattab sitting with him. Aba Bakr then said (to me), ¢ ‘Umar
has come to me and said, “Casualties were heavy among those who
knew the Qur'an by heart on the day of the Battle of al-Yamamah,
and I am afraid that more heavy casualties may take place among
them on other battlefields, whereby a large part of the Qur'an may
be lost. Therefore, I suggest that you (Aba Bakr) order that the
Qur'an be collected.” I said to ‘Umar, “How can you do something
that the Messenger of Allih # did not do?” ‘Umar said, “By Allih,
this is something good.” ‘Umar kept on urging me to accept his
proposal until Allah opened my heart to it and I began to realize the
good in the idea which ‘Umar had realized.’

“Then Aba Bakr said (to me), ‘You are a wise young man and we
do not have any suspicion about you, and you used to write the

> The Prophet and His Ten Companions by al-Hafiz ‘Abdul-Ghani al-Magqdisi.
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divine inspiration for the Messenger of Allah #. So search for (the
fragmentary scripts of) the Qur'an and compile it in one book.’
By Allah, if they had ordered me to move one of the mountains, it
would not have been heavier for me than this order to compile the
Qur'an. Then I said (to Abu Bakr), ‘How can you do something
that the Messenger of Allah £ did not do?” Aba Bakr replied, ‘By
Allah, it is a good thing.” Aba Bakr kept on urging me to accept his
idea until Allah opened my heart to that which He had opened the
hearts of Aba Bakr and ‘Umar.

“So I started looking for the Qur'an and collecting it from palm
stalks and thin white stones (what it was written on), and also from
the men who knew it by heart, until I found the last verse of Stirah
at-Tawbah with Abt Khuzaymah al-Ansari, and I did not find it
with anybody other than him. The verse: “Verily, there has come
unto you a Messenger (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It
grieves him that you should receive any injury or difhiculty...” (Strah
at-Tawbah 9:128). Then the complete manuscript of the Qur'an
remained with Aba Bakr until he died, then with ‘Umar until the
end of his life, and then with Hafsah bint ‘Umar.”?

Anas bin Mailik said that Hudhayfah bin al-Yaman came to ‘Uthman
at the time when the people of Shim (Syria) and the people of Iraq
were waging war to conquer Armenia and Azerbaijan. Hudhayfah
was alarmed by their (the people of Shim and Iraq) differences in
the recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to ‘Uthman, “O Leader of
the Believers! Save this nation before they dispute about the Book
(Qur'an) as the Jews and the Christians did before.” So ‘Uthman
sent a message to Hafsah saying, “Send us the manuscript of the
Qur'an so that we may make copies of the mushaf and we will
return the manuscript to you.” Hafsah sent it to ‘Uthman. Then
‘Uthmin ordered Zayd bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin az-Zubayr, S2'id
bin al-As, and ‘Abdur-Rahmin bin Harith bin Hishim to copy
out the manuscripts. ‘Uthman said to the three men who were
from Quraysh, “In case you disagree with Zayd bin Thabit on any
point in the Qur'an, then write it in the dialect of the Quraysh,

52 Sahih al-Bukhari 4986
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for the Qur'an was revealed in their tongue.” They did so, and
when they had written many copies, ‘Uthmin returned the original
manuscripts to Hafsah.>

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ZAYNAB BINT KHUZAYMAH
Zaynab bint Khuzaymah bin al-Harith bin ‘Abdillah al-Hilaliyyah.

She was called “the Mother of the Poor,” even before Islam, due to
her feeding the poor a great deal.

Her previous husband, ‘Abdullah bin Jahsh, was killed during the
Battle of Uhud*. The Prophet # married her in 3 AH during
the month of Ramadan. She only remained with him for a short
time—two or three months—before she died 2.

Her sister is the Mother of the Believers Maymiinah bint al-Harith;
they share the same mother.

She was buried in al-Baqi’. Other than Khadijah, she is the only
wife of the Prophet £ to die during his lifetime. And she benefited
from this because the Prophet # led the Janazah prayer over her
and supplicated for her.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Her Siblings:

Zaynab’s sisters who were the daughters of Hind bint ‘Awf were:
Maymiinah bint al-Harith (the wife of the Prophet %), Asma' bint
‘Umays (the wife of Aba Bakr as-Siddiq), Salma bint ‘Umays (the
wife of Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib, the uncle of the Prophet £%),
Umm Fadl Lubabah bint al-Harith the Elder (the wife of ‘Abbas bin
‘Abdul-Muttalib, the uncle of the Prophet #£), and Lubabah bint
al-Harith the Younger (the mother of Khilid bin al-Walid).

¥ Sahih al-Bukhari 4988
>4 Siyar A'lam an-Nubali' by Imam adh-Dhahabi.
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM SALAMAH HIND BINT ABI UMAYYAH BIN
AL-MUGHIRAH

She is the cousin of Khalid bin al-Walid and the cousin of Aba Jahl
bin Hisham.

She was from those who migrated to Abyssinia. Before she married
the Prophet £, she was married to his brother through suckling,
Abt Salamah ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdil-Asad al-Makhzami #2. He was a
righteous man. The Prophet £ married her in 4 AH. She was from
the most beautiful women and from the noblest of them regarding
lineage.

She was from the last of the Mothers of the Believers to die. She
lived to see Husayn® killed as a martyr. That caused her tremen-
dous sadness and grief. She only lived a short time after this before

Allah took her soul.

She had children who were also Companions: ‘Umar, Salamah, and
Zaynab.

She narrated a number of ahidith, and many of the great Tabi'in
narrated ahdidith from her, such as S2id bin al-Musayyib, ‘Ata' bin
Abi Rabah, al-Aswad bin Yazid, and many others.

She lived to be around 90 years old. Her father—nicknamed
“provider for the traveler’—was an elite member of the tribe of

Quraysh named Hudhayfah.

Her Knowledge:

She was considered one of the scholars from the Companions.

It was narrated from ‘Abdul-Malik bin Harith bin Hishim, from
his father, that:
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55 Translator’s note: Husayn was the grandson of the Prophet &, the son of ‘Ali and
Fatimah.
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P55
The Prophet £ married Umm Salamah in Shawwal and consum-
mated the marriage with her in Shawwal.>¢

He continued until he said, “And she died in 59 AH in the month
of Dhul-Qadah.”

Umm Salamah said to Aba Salamah, “It has reached me that if a
woman’s husband dies and he is from the inhabitants of Paradise
and she does not remarry, Allih will reunite them in Paradise. So
come here; make a covenant that you will not marry after me, and I
will make a covenant that I will not marry after you.” He said, “Will
you obey me?” She replied, “Yes.” He said, “When I die, remarry.
O Allah, provide Umm Salamah with a man better than me after
me, a man who will neither disgrace her nor harm her” When
Abu Salamah died, she said, “Who is better than Abii Salamah?!”
After her mourning period, it was not long before the Prophet %%
proposed to her through her nephew.

It was narrated from Umm Salamah that when her %ddab period
had ended, Aba Bakr sent word to her proposing marriage to her,
but she did not marry him. Then the Messenger of Allih sent ‘Umar
bin al-Khattab with a proposal of marriage. She said:

z
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Tell the Messenger of Allah that I am a jealous woman and that I
have sons, and none of my guardians are present.

He went to the Messenger of Allih and told him that. He said, “Go
back to her and tell her:
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% Sunan Ibn Majah
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“As for your saying that you are a jealous woman: I will pray to
Allih for you to take away your jealousy. As for your saying that
you have sons: your sons will be taken care of. And as for your
saying that none of your guardians are present: none of your guard-
ians, present or absent, would object to that.”

She said to her son “‘Umar:
@ - 2. 0 ¥ Aoash L
Al g2 map 3 e b
O ‘Umar, stand and marry me to the Messenger of Allah.

Thus, her son ‘Umar” performed the marriage®®.

The Messenger of Allah £ said, “I will not shortchange you regard-
ing what I have given my other wives.”

Habib bin Thabit narrated, “When the Prophet & proposed to
Umm Salamah, she said, ‘I am an old woman, I have orphans, and I
am jealous.” The Prophet £ responded, ‘As for your jealousy: Allah
will remove that. As for your age: I am older than you. And as for
your orphans: Allah and His Messenger will take care of them.””*

From the virtue of the Mothers of the Believers is that Allih sent
down verses concerning them. Allah the Exalted said:
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57 Translator’s note: Her son ‘Umar is mentioned in the following famous narration:
‘Umar bin Abi Salamah said, “I was a boy under the care of the Messenger of Allih &%

and as my hand used to wander around in the dish, he ## said to me once, ‘Mention

3%

the name of Allah, eat with your right hand, and eat from what is in front of you.

(Collected by al-Bukhiri and Muslim).
58 Sunan an-Nasd'i 3254
% At-Tabagat 8/90
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Allah intends only to remove from you the impurity
[of sin], O members of the family, and to purify you
with a thorough purification. And remember that
which is recited in your houses of the verses of Allih
and wisdom. Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous,
Well-Acquainted with all things.

[Stirah al-Ahzab 33:33-34]
These verses were an honor for the wives of the Prophet #%. Ibn
‘Abbas said, “The verse ‘Allah intends only to remove from you the
impurity [of sin], O members of the family’ was sent down concern-

ing the wives of the Prophet #5.” ‘Ikrimah said, “This verse was only
sent down about the wives of the Prophet ££.”

Umm Salamah died in 61 AH #2.

The collection of @hadith narrated by her reached 378 in number.

TRANSLATOR,S ADDENDUM
Her mother was Atikah bint ‘Amir bin Rab7’ah.

Umm Salamah 2 sat with the angel Jibril and the Messenger of
Allah g5.

Abt ‘Uthman said:
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I was informed that Jibril came to the Prophet £ while Umm
Salamah was with him. Jibril started talking (to the Prophet). Then

the Prophet £ asked Umm Salamah, “Who is this?” She replied,
“He is Dihyah® (al-Kalbi).” When Jibril had left, Umm Salamah

£ o
‘ :
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% Translator’s note: The angel Jibril used to take the form of the Companion Dihyah
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said, “By Allah, I did not take him for anyone other than him
(Dihyah) until I heard the sermon of the Prophet 4% wherein he

informed about the news of Jibril.”*!

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ZAYNAB BINT JAHSH BIN RIYAB

She is the cousin of the Messenger of Allih #. Her mother is
Umaymah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim. She is the sister of
Hamnah bint Jahsh, and Aba Ahmad bin Jahsh, who were from

those who partook in the first migration.

She was previously married to Zayd, the freed slave of the Prophet
4. She is the one intended in the statement of Allih the Exalted:
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And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said
to the one on whom Allah bestowed favor and you
bestowed favor, “Keep your wife and fear Allah,”
while you concealed within yourself that which
Allah is to disclose. And you feared the people,
while Allah has more right that you fear Him. So
when Zayd had no longer any need for her, We
married her to you in order that there not be upon
the believers any discomfort concerning the wives

of their adopted sons when they no longer have
need of them.

[Stirah al-Ahzab 33:37]

al-Kalbi.
Y Sahih al-Bukhdiri 4980
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Thus, Allah married her to His Prophet with this text from the

Qur'an, without a guardian or a witness.

Anas narrated:
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Zaynab used to boast to the wives of the Prophet ££ and say, “You

were given in marriage by your families, while I was married (to the

Prophet) by Allah from over seven heavens.”®

She was from the noblest women regarding her religiosity, piety,
and knowledge. Her narrations are collected in the six books of
hadith. Some of those who narrated from her were: her nephew
Muhammad bin ‘Abdillih bin Jahsh, the Mother of the Believers
Umm Habibah, and Zaynab bint Abi Salamah.

She died in 21 AH during ‘Umar’s caliphate, and he led the Janazah

prayer over her.

Barazah bint Raft’ narrated: “‘Umar sent a pension to Zaynab.
She said, ‘O Allah, forgive ‘Umar; others are more in need of this
than T am.” It was said to her, ‘All of this is for you.” She replied,
‘SubhanAllah! Cover this with a garment.” She took the money and
divided it among the poor and orphans she knew and then said,
‘Give me what is left.” They found 85 dirham remaining. She raised

her hands to the heavens and said, ‘O Allah, don’t allow me to reach
‘Umar’s pension next year.” "%

Ibn ‘Umar said, “When Zaynab bint Jahsh died, ‘Umar ordered a
caller to announce that no one should carry her except a relative.
Bint ‘Umays said, ‘O Leader of the Believers, shall I not show you
how the Ethiopians shroud their women?’ So she placed her in a
coffin and shrouded the coffin with a garment. He said, ‘How great
is this covering!” He then ordered a caller to announce, ‘Come out

2 Sahih al-Bukhiri 7420
6 At-Tabagar 8/109
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to pray over your Mother.” 7%

The Generosity of Zaynab bint Jahsh:
‘A'ishah 2 said:

]
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Some of the wives of the Prophet # asked him, “Who amongst us
will be the first to follow you (die after you)?” He said, “Whoever
has the longest hand.” So they started measuring their hands with a
stick, and Sawdah had the longest hand. (When Zaynab bint Jahsh
died first), we came to know that the long hand was a symbol of

practicing charity, so she was the first to follow the Prophet £ and
she used to love to practice charity.

The Piety of Zaynab bint Jahsh:
‘A'ishah #2 said:
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Zaynab bint Jahsh used to compete with me in the home with the
Messenger of Allah £2. I have never seen a woman who was better
in religious commitment than Zaynab, more fearing of Allah, more
truthful in speech, more keen to uphold family ties, more generous
in giving charity.%

‘Umar would give each of the Mothers of the Believers 12,000

6 The chain of narration is authentic. Collected in Af-Tabagar (8/111).
 Sahih al-Bukbari 1420
6 Sahih al-Bukhiri 2581; Sahih Muslim 2442
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dirham a year, except Juwayriyah and Safiyyah—they received half
of that.*

The Story of the Honey:

A'ishah said, “The Prophet used to stay with Zaynab bint Jahsh and
drink honey at her house. Hafsah and I agreed that if the Prophet
came to either of us, we would say, ‘I detect the smell of maghafir (a
nasty-smelling gum) on you; have you eaten maghafir’” He came
to one of them and she said that to him. He said, “No; rather, I
drank honey at the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh, but I will never do
it again.” Then the following was revealed:

Jw\&\u};pwﬂwu}
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O Prophet, why do you prohibit [yourself from]

what Allih has made lawful for you, seeking the

approval of your wives? And Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

[Stirah at-Tahrim 66:1]

The statement of Allah:

£ Jug oy

If you two turn in repentance to Allah, (it will be
better for you).

[Stirah at-Tahrim 66:4]
This statement is directed to ‘A'ishah and Hafsah.
The statement of Allah:
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And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a

¢ Narrated by az-Zuhri.
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matter in confidence to one of his wives.

[Stirah at-Tahrim 66:3]

This refers to the statement of the Prophet £, “No; rather, I drank
honey.”

The Honor Given to Zaynab bint Jahsh:

‘A'ishah said, “May Allih have mercy upon Zaynab; she achieved
unattainable honor in this world. Verily, Allah conducted her
marriage and mentioned it in the Qur'an. And the Messenger of
Allah informed us that the first of his wives to reunite with him
would be the one with the longest hand; thus, he gave her glad
tidings that she would reunite with him first. And she is his wife in
Paradise.”®®

Her sister Hamnah bint Jahsh spoke during the slander of ‘A'ishah,
and she began to speak to Zaynab about it. But Allah protected
Zaynab from any involvement in this matter due to her piety®. Her
sister Hamnah was married to Mug'ab bin ‘Umayr, and he was killed
in the Battle of Uhud. Then she married Talhah bin ‘Ubaydillah
and gave birth to Muhammad and ‘Imran.

Zaynab’s sister Hamnah is likewise mentioned in the hadith
concerning #stihddah (non-menstrual vaginal bleeding).

Hamnah said, “I had a case of blood flow that was severe and exces-
sive. So I went to the Prophet to inform him and ask him about it.
I found him in the house of my sister, Zaynab bint Jahsh. I said,
‘O Messenger of Allh, I bleed a great deal all the time. What do
you think—should I stop praying and fasting?” He said, ‘T suggest
you use a piece of cotton, for it will absorb the blood.” I said, ‘It is
more than that.” He said, “That is a kick from the Shaytan, so count
your menses as six or seven days—which is something between you
and Allih—then wash yourself, and when you see that you have
become pure and you are certain of it, then pray for 24 or 23 days,

% Narrated by ‘Amrah; collected in Genealogies of the Nobles by Ahmad bin Yahya
al-Baladhuri, hadith 379.

% Collected in Asad al-Ghibah (7/69).
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and fast.”””°

Their mother, Umaymah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib, was the aunt of the
Messenger of Allah €.

Her Death:

Narrated from al-Qasim: “Zaynab bint Jahsh said when death
approached her, T have prepared my shroud; if ‘Umar sends a
shroud for me, give one of them away in charity. And if you are able
to give my possessions away in charity, then do so.””7!

The Prophet # married Zaynab in the month of Dhul-Qadah in
5 AH. She was 25 years old at the time. She was a righteous, pious
woman dedicated to fasting and standing the night in prayer. She
was known as “the Mother of the Poor” due to her love of giving
charity.

Anas bin Malik narrated:
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When the ‘iddah of Zaynab was over, the Messenger of Allah said
to Zayd, “Propose marriage to her on my behalf.” Zayd went and
said, “O Zaynab, rejoice, for the Messenger of Allih has sent me
to you to propose marriage on his behalf.” She said, “I will not do
anything until I consult my Lord.” She went to her prayer place
and Qur'an was revealed, then the Messenger of Allah came and
entered upon her without any formalities.”?

70 This hadith was narrated by Ahmad and Aba Dawiid, and narrated by and classed as
sahih by at-Tirmidhi; al-Bukhari classed it as hasan.

7" At-Tabagat 8/109

72 Sunan an-Nasd'i 3251
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The Messenger of Allih # said to ‘Umar, “Verily, Zaynab bint
Jahsh is imploring.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, what is

‘imploring?”” He said, “Humble and beseeching.

{2t 35 A ) O )
““Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing,
used to invoke Allah with humility, frequently.’”

[Surah Hid 11:75]

Zaynab narrated 11 ahadith.

‘Uthman bin ‘Abdillah said, “They sold Zaynab bint Jahsh’s home
to Walid for 50,000 dirham when the masjid was torn down.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

JUWAYRIYAH BINT AL-HARITH
Juwayriyah bint al-Harith bin Abi Dirar al-Mustaliqiyyah.

Juwayriyah bint al-Harith was previously known as Barrah before
her name was changed when she became Muslim.

‘A'ishah #2 said about Juwayriyah #2:
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She was a sweet woman with extreme beauty; no one would look at
her except that he would be captivated.”

Juwayriyah belonged to the tribe of Banul-Mustaliq, and her
father al-Harith was the leader of the tribe, a noble man obeyed
by his people. At that time, the tribe of Banul-Mustaliq was pagan.
Al-Harith intended to attack the Muslims in 5 AH; this became
known as the Battle of al-Muraysi’. During this battle, the Muslims
were victorious, only losing one man. The tribe of Banul-Mustaliq
was defeated and their women were taken captive.

73 Sirah Ibn Hisham
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Abt Qilabah narrates’: “After their defeat, the leader of the tribe,
Juwayriyah’s father—al-Harith—came to the Prophet # and said,
“The like of my daughter is not taken captive; [ am too honorable
for this to happen.” The Prophet £ said to her father, “‘What do you
think if I were to choose her?” Her father went to her and said, “This
man has chosen you, so do not disgrace us’ (meaning, do not marry
him). She said to him, ‘Verily, I choose Allih and His Messenger.’
Her father replied, ‘By Allah, you have disgraced us.””

‘A'ishah #2 said, “Juwayriyah bint al-Harith al-Mustaliqiyyah fell to
the lot of Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas. She entered into an agree-
ment to purchase her freedom. She was a very beautiful woman,
most attractive to the eye. She then came to the Messenger of Allih
£ asking him for the purchase of her freedom. When she was
standing at the door, I looked at her with disapproval. I realized
that the Messenger of Allah # would look at her in the same way
that I had looked.

“She said, ‘Messenger of Allah, I am Juwayriyah bint al-Harith, and
something has happened to me which is not hidden from you. I
have fallen to the lot of Thabit bin Qays bin Shammais, and I have
entered into an agreement to purchase my freedom. I have come to
you to seek assistance for the purchase of my freedom.’

“The Messenger of Allah # said, ‘Are you inclined to that which is
better?” She asked, “What is that, Messenger of Allah?” He replied,
‘I shall pay the price of your freedom on your behalf, and I shall
marry you.’

“She said, Tshall do this.” The people then heard that the Messenger
of Allah £ had married Juwayriyah. They released the captives in
their possession and set them free, saying, “They are the in-laws of
the Messenger of Allah #8. We did not see any woman greater than
Juwayriyah who brought blessings to her people. One hundred
families of Banul-Mustaliq were set free on account of her.”’s

74 Ar-Tabagar 8/118
75 Sunan Abi Diawid 3931; declared hasan by al-Albani.

39



THE ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ISLAM FROM THE FIRST GENERATION

Shu’bah said, “The Messenger of Allah £ freed Juwayriyah, sought
her hand in marriage, and made her dowry the freedom of all the
captives of her people from the tribe of Banul-Mustaliq.””

Before Juwayriyah bint al-Harith # entered Islam, she was married
to her cousin Musafi’ bin Safwan bin Abish-Shufr.

Juwayriyah #2 said, “The Messenger of Allah & married me when I
was 20 years old.”

Her Father, al-Harith bin Abi Dirir:

Ibn Is'haq said in A/-Maghazi: “The father of Juwayriyah #2 came
to Madinah after she had married the Prophet &, attempting to
purchase her release from him by giving him camels in exchange for
her. Before reaching Madinah, he looked at two of his camels and
desired to keep those two for himself, so he hid them in the valley
of ‘Aqiq. When he reached the Prophet £ he said, ‘O Muhammad,
this is payment to release my daughter.” The Prophet £ responded,
“Where are the other two camels you hid in ‘Aqiq?’” Al-Harith said,
‘I bear witness that nothing has the right to be worshiped except
Allah and you are the Messenger of Allah! I swear by Allah, no one
saw me hide them except Allah.” Thus, he entered Islam along with
his two sons and a large contingent from among his people.””’

The Mother of the Believers Juwayriyah bint al-Harith #2 died
in 50 AH; this would put her age at 70 at the time of her death.
Others say she died in 56 AH; this would put her age at 75 at the
time of her death. She narrated seven ahidith and she was known
as a devout worshiper; she prayed, fasted, and remembered Allah
much.

Some of Her Well-Known Narrations:
Juwayriyah #2 narrated:

76 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/118); all the men in the chain of narration are sound.

77 Prophetic Sirah by Ibn Hishim; narrated from Muhammad bin Shu'ayb from
‘Abdullah bin Ziyad.

40




The Wives of the Prophet

o by s by Wl 055 oy o Lo 200 Y
EI6 e @,@ o\ u’“\’f “U6 LY TG . UM\ ol U

“ s b 06 Y
The Prophet £ visited her (Juwayriyah) on a Frida;r and she was
fasting. He asked her, “Did you fast yesterday?” She said, “No.” He

said, “Do you intend to fast tomorrow?” She said, “No.” He said,
“Then break your fast.””®

\

Juwayriyah bint al-Harith narrated:
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The Prophet #¢ left her house one morning while she was in her
prayer place, supplicating. He came back close to midday, and she
was still sitting there. He said, “Are you still as you were when I left
you?” She said, “Yes.” The Prophet £ said, “I said four sentences
three times; if weighed against what you said today, they would
outweigh it. ‘Allah is free from all imperfection as much as the
number of His creation, as much as pleases Him, as much as the
weight of His Throne, and as much as the ink of His words.”””’

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM HABIBAH RAMLAH BINT ABI SUFYAN

She is the Mother of the Believers Umm Habibah Ramlah bint
Abi Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb bin Umayyah bin ‘Abd Shams bin ‘Abd
Manaf bin Qusayy. Her parents were Abi Sufyan bin Harb and

78 Sahih al-Bukhiri 1986

7 Sunan an-Nasd'i 1352
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Safiyyah bint Abil-As. Her brother from her father was Mu’awiyah
bin Abi Sufyin #2.

She narrated 65 ahadith. Of all his wives, she was the closest to
the Prophet in lineage, her dowry was the largest, and she was the
farthest away from him when he married her.

Umm Habibah was previously married to ‘Ubaydullih bin Jahsh;
they were from the foremost to enter Islim. Umm Habibah gave
birth to her daughter Habibah in Makkah; thereafter, they migrated
to Abyssinia.

Umm Habibah’s first husband, ‘Ubaydullah bin Jahsh, was the
brother of Zaynab bint Jahsh, the wife of the Prophet #2. ‘Uthmain
bin ‘Affain #2 was Umm Habibah’s maternal first cousin.?°

Ibn Sad said, “Umm Habibah’s husband who migrated with her to
Abyssinia—‘Ubaydullah bin Jahsh bin Riyab al-Asadi—apostated

and converted to Christianity.”

IsmZ’1l bin ‘Amr bin Sa’id said, “Umm Habibah said, T saw my
husband ‘Ubaydullah in a dream in the worst distorted image,
so I was frightened. I said to myself, “By Allih, his condition
has changed!” When the morning came, he said, “I looked into
the religions and I did not see a better religion than Christianity.
I used to practice Christianity and then I entered the religion of
Muhammad, but now I have reverted.” So I informed him about
my dream and he did not give it any concern. Then I heard
someone say, “O Mother of the Believers,” so I interpreted that the

Messenger of Allih £ would marry me.”” This hadith is weak.
Umm Habibah #2 narrated:
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8 Translator’s addition.
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She was previously married to ‘Ubaydullah bin Jahsh who died in
Abyssinia, so an-Najashi (the king of Abyssinia) married her to the
Prophet £, giving her on his behalf a dower of 4,000 (dirham). He
sent her to the Messenger of Allah ££ with Shurahbil bin Hasanah.®!

Umm Habibah #2 was living in Abyssinia when her husband,
‘Ubaydullah bin Jahsh, died. After her mourning period, the
Prophet # asked for her hand in marriage. An-Najashi paid a
dowry of 4,000 dirham on behalf of the Prophet £ and he prepared
a wedding feast for them. The marriage took place six years after the
migration, and ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan was her guardian. When she left
Abyssinia and arrived in Madinah, she was around 30 years old.

Those who narrated ahddith from her: her brother, the Caliph
Mu’awiyah bin Abi Sufyan; her nephew, ‘Abdullih bin ‘Utbah
bin Abi Sufyan; and ‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr, Abt Salih as-Saman,
Safiyyah bint Shaybah, Zaynab bint Abi Salamah, and others.

She went to Damascus to visit her brother, and it is said that her
grave is located in Damascus, but this has no validity. Rather, her
grave is in Madinah, and it is Umm Salamah Asma' bint Yazid
al-Ansari who is buried at Bab as-Saghir in Damascus, Syria.

Umm Habibah was a revered noblewoman, especially in the
kingdom of her brother Muawiyah. And due to the position he
held with her, he is known as the Uncle of the Believers.

Abu ‘Ubayd said, “Umm Habibah died in 44 AH; al-Ghulabi said
she died in 42 AH.”

‘A'ishah #2 said:

2
PRI 1 S P

o 2IB A L 06 6 oy g A gt
S Ll A g e 120G (NS o ollls; B G
5 e LI e

81 Sunan Abi Diwid 2107; declared authentic by al-Albani.
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Umm Habibah called me when she was dying and said, “There
has been between us what usually happens between co-wives; may
Allah forgive me and you for whatever happened of that.” I said,
“May Allah forgive you and pardon you for all of that, and absolve
you of that.” She said, “You have made me happy; may Allah make
you happy.” And she sent for Umm Salamah and said something

similar to her.??

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Umm Habibah accepted Islam before her father, Abai Sufyan, and
before her brother Mu’awiyah. Aba Sufyan was initially the leader
of the Quraysh tribe and a staunch opponent against the Prophet
%, leading armies against the Muslims in the Battle of Uhud and
the Battle of the Trench. After the conquest of Makkah, he entered

Islam and became one of the noble Companions .

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SAFIYYAH BINT HUYAYY

She is Safiyyah bint Huyayy bin Akhtab bin Sayah from the tribe
of Levi from the prophet of Allah Isra'il (Ya'qub) bin Is'hiq bin
Ibrahim g#. Then she is also from the offspring of the messenger of
Allah Haran ¥L.

Before she entered Islam, she had a truthful dream foretelling her
marriage to the Messenger of Allih #£. Safiyyah #2 said, “I saw
myself in a dream with that man who alleges to be a Messenger, and
there was an angel covering us with his wings.” Her people rebuffed
her dream and spoke harsh words to her concerning it.*?

She was previously married to Salam bin Abil-Hugqayq; then she
was married to Kinanah Abul-Hugayq. Both of them were from
the Jewish poets. Kinanah was killed during the Battle of Khaybar,
so Safiyyah became a captive under the care of Dihyah al-Kalbi.

8 Narrated by Ibn Sa'd in A¢-Tabagar (8/79) and by Ibn ‘Asakir in his Tarikh (69/152)
from ‘Awf bin al-Harith.

8 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/122), narrated by Humayd bin Hilal.
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Word was sent to the Prophet £ that it was not befitting for her to
be under the care of anyone except him. Consequently, he took her
from Dihyah and gave him seven captives in return. Then, after her
menses, the Prophet #% married her and freed her for her dowry.

Anas said, “Captives were gathered at Khaybar. Dihyah came out
and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, give me a slave-girl from the
captives.” He said, ‘Go and take a slave-girl.” He took Safiyyah
bint Huyayy. A man then came to the Prophet £ and said, ‘You
gave Safiyyah bint Huyayy, chief lady of Qurayzah and an-Nadir,
to Dihyah al-Kalbi? No one is worthy of her except you.” He said,
‘Call him along with her.” When the Prophet #£ looked at her, he
said to him, “Take another slave-girl from the captives.” The Prophet
& then set her free and married her.”*

Hammad said, “‘Abdul-‘Aziz said to Thabit, ‘O Aba Muhammad!
Did you ask Anas what her dowry was?” He said, ‘Her dowry was
her freedom.” 7%

Aminah bint Qays al-Ghifariyyah said, “I was one of the women
who beautified Safiyyah for marriage on her wedding day, and I
heard her say that she was 16 years old the day she married.”

Anas bin Malik said, “Hays (an Arabian dish) was prepared on a
small leather mat. Then the Prophet £ said to me, ‘I invite the
people around you.’ So that was the marriage banquet of the
Prophet # and Safiyyah. Then we proceeded towards Madinah,
and I saw the Prophet making for her a kind of cushion with his
cloak behind him (on his camel). He then sat beside his camel and
put his knee for Safiyyah to put her foot on, in order to ride (on the
camel).”®

Safiyyah bint Huyayy entered Islim and perfected her Islim. The
Prophet % returned from Khaybar with Safiyyah and lodged her
in a home. The women from the Ansar heard of her beauty, so they

8 Sunan Abi Dawid 2998; declared sahih by al-Albani.
8 Sunan Ibn Majah 2033
86 Sahih al-Bukhari 4211
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came to look at her. ‘A'ishah entered wearing a face veil, recognized
Safiyyah, and left. When she left, the Prophet £ said, “What did
you see?” She replied, “I saw a Jew.” He said, “Don’t say that, for
surely, she has entered Islam.”®

Safiyyah bint Huyayy was a woman of nobility, intellect, noble
lineage, beauty, and religion #2.

She was a woman of forbearance and dignity. Aba ‘Umar bin
‘Abdil-Barr said, “It has been narrated to us that the slave-girl of
Safiyyah came to ‘Umar bin al-Khattab and said, “Verily, Safiyyah
loves Saturday, and she keeps communication with the Jews.” So
‘Umar mentioned this to her and she replied, ‘As for Saturday: I
have not loved it since Allah exchanged it for me with Friday. And
as for the Jews: I have relatives among them, so I keep the ties of
kinship with them.” Then she said to her slave-girl, “What made you
say those things?” The slave-girl replied, “The Shaytan.” Safiyyah said

to her, ‘Go; you are free.” 78

Safiyyah bint Huyayy said:
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The Messenger of Allah % entered upon me and some words had
reached me from Hafsah and ‘A'ishah. So I mentioned it to him. So
he said, “Why did you not say, ‘And how are you better than me,
while my husband is Muhammad and my father is Hartin, and my
uncle is Misa®?’ %

87 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/126).
88 Al-Isti’ab by Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr (13/65).
8 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi

% Translator’s note: This hadith has weakness in the chain due to Hashim bin Sa’id al-
Kafi, but it is strengthened due to the authentic narration of Anas collected by at-Tir-
midhi (3892): “It reached Safiyyah that Hafsah said, “The daughter of a Jew,’ so she
wept. Then the Prophet #£ entered upon her while she was crying, so he said, “What
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The narrator said, “That which had reached her was that they had
said, “We are more honored to the Messenger of Allah £ than her,’
and that they said, “We are the wives of the Prophet £ and his

. »»
cousins.

Safiyyah #2 was a woman of compassion. When the Prophet £ was
suffering from the illness which he eventually died from, Safiyyah
bint Huyayy said:

SR IREAUR U AT
I swear by Allah, O Prophet of Allah, I would love that the illness

which is afflicting you was inflicting me instead.

T

Upon hearing this, his wives winked their eyes. The Prophet # said
to them, “Go rinse your mouths.” They replied, “From what?” He
said:
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From your winking to mock her, for I swear by Allah, she is surely
truthful .’

Safiyyah #2 was known for her generosity. She entered upon
Farimah, removed the gold earrings she had, and gave them to
Fatimah as a gift.”> She was also known to give gold to her co-wives.

Some historians say that she died in 36 AH, but it is more correct

that she died in 50 AH #2. Her grave is in al-Baqt’.

Safiyyah #2 was a woman of knowledge, and she narrated 10
ahadith. ‘Ali bin al-Husayn, Is'hiaq bin ‘Abdillih bin al-Harith, and
others narrated ahadith from her.

makes you cry?” She said, ‘Hafsah said to me that [ am the daughter of a Jew.’ So the
Prophet % said, ‘And you are the daughter of a prophet, and your uncle is a prophet,
and you are married to a prophet, so what is she boasting to you about?” Then he said,

‘Fear Allah, O Hafsah.””
%! Collected by Ibn Sad (8/122), narrated by Zayd bin Aslam.
%2 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/127).
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TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

One of the well-known ahidith mentioning the Mother of the
Believers Safiyyah 2 is the hadith of itikaf. ‘Ali bin Husayn said,
“Safiyyah, the wife of the Prophet £, told me that she went to the
Messenger of Allih £ to visit him in the masjid while he was in
itikdf in the last 10 days of Ramadan. She talked with him for a
while, then she got up to return home. The Prophet # accompa-
nied her. When they reached the gate of the masjid, opposite the
door of Umm Salamah, two Ansari men were passing by and they
greeted the Messenger of Allah. He told them:

“‘Do not run away! She is (my wife), Safiyyah bint Huyayy.’

“Both of them said, ‘SubhanAllah, O Allah’s Messenger!” The
Prophet said:
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““Verily, Shaytan reaches everywhere in the human body that blood
reaches. I was afraid lest the Shaytan might insert an evil thought
in your minds.’ %

Shaykh Muhammad ‘Aqil said, “Safiyyah #2 said that the Prophet
used to be the most hated man to her. This was because they killed
her people during the Battle of Khaybar. The Muslims killed her
husband, her father, and her uncle. They justly killed them in battle
and they did not do so oppressively. She said, ‘He was the most
hated man to me, but he continued to treat me in a loving manner
until he was the most beloved man to me.” Look at the tremen-
dous effects of good manners. The Muslims killed her husband, her
father, her uncle, and her brother in the Battle of Khaybar. But she
forgot about all of that due to the kind treatment of the Messenger
of Allah #&. This is proof of his great character. How else could a

% Sahih al-Bukhiri 2035
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woman love a man who was responsible for the death of her family
except if he had great morals and character?! This also shows the
wisdom behind him marrying from the different tribes, and even
from among the Jews. By way of this, his great biography and
character was spread among the people. Allih said about him:
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“‘And by the mercy of Allah, you dealt with them

gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,
they would have broken away from about you.’

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:159]

“The affair of our Mother Safiyyah is amazing. Animosity towards
him had been placed in her heart since childhood. When the
Prophet # entered Madinah, her father and uncle went to visit
him. When they returned home, their faces had changed due to the
~ envy they harbored towards him. One of them said to the other, ‘Is
it him?” Meaning, is he the prophet we have been informed about
in our Books? He responded in the affirmative. [The other] said,
“What is your position towards him?’ He said, ‘Hatred and animos-
ity towards him until death.” Thus, the Jews knew the Prophet
completely, but they harbored envy towards him because prophecy
had been removed from the Children of Israel.”*

Safiyyah #2 had other dreams foretelling her marriage to the Prophet
£ while she was still a Jew. Ibn ‘Umar & said, “The Messenger of
Allah £ saw some green discoloration in the eyes of Safiyyah. He
said, ‘O Safiyyah, what is this green discoloration?” She said, ‘My
head was in the lap of Ibn Abil-Huqayq, and while I was sleeping,
I saw in a dream that the moon fell into my lap. I told him about
the dream and he slapped me and said, ‘Do you want the king of
Yathrib® (Madinah)?’”

% The Prophet and His Ten Companions
% Collected by Ibn Hibban (11/607); declared authentic by al-Albani.
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MAYMUNAH BINT AL-HARITH AL-HILALIYYAH
Maymaunah bint al-Harith bin Hazan bin Bujayr bin al-Huzm bin
Ribayyah bin ‘Abdillih bin Hilil bin ‘Amir bin Sa’sa’ah al-Hilali-
yyah.

Her Name:

Abu Hurayrah said, “Maymunah’s name was Barrah and then the
Prophet £ renamed her Maymiinah.”

Her Lineage:

She is the Mother of the Believers, the wife of the Prophet &, the
sister of Umm al-Fadl (the wife of al-‘Abbas); she is the maternal
aunt of Khalid bin al-Walid and the maternal aunt of Ibn ‘Abbis.

Previous Marriage:

She was previously married to Mas'td bin ‘Amr ath-Thagafi shortly
before Islam, then he divorced her. Then she was married to Aba
Ruhm bin ‘Abdil-‘Uzza until he died.

Her Marriage to the Prophet %&:

Then the Prophet # married her after he completed ‘Umrah in 7
AH in the month of Dhul-Qadah. The marriage was in Sarif, about
10 miles from Makkah in a village known as Aba ‘Urwah. She was
the last woman he married from the Mothers of the Believers.

Ibn ‘Abbas &2 said”’, “The Prophet £ married Maymiinah during
the ‘Umrah al-Qada'.™®

Abii Raf’, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allih £, said:
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% Al-Adab al-Mufrad 832
% Sabih al-Bukhari 4259

% ‘Umrah performed in lieu of the ‘Umrah which the Prophet # could not perform
because the pagans prevented him.
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g 3,881 S5
The Messenger of Allih ££ married Maymiinah while he was not in
a state of #hram, and he consummated the marriage with her while

he was not in a state of 7hram, and I was the messenger between the
two of them.”

Her Piety:

A'ishah #2 said, “Maymiinah was the most pious of us and the
most diligent in keeping the ties of kinship.”%

A relative of Maymiinah #2 visited her, and she could smell the
scent of alcohol on him. She said to him:
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If you don’t go out to the Muslims so they can lash you, don’t ever
visit me again.'"!

The freed slave of Ibn ‘Abbas, Kurayb, said, “Ibn ‘Abbas sent me
to drive Maymanah’s camel. I continued to hear her say, ‘Nothing
has the right to be worshiped except Allah,’” until she stoned the

Jamarat,”192

Her Death:
Maymiinah # died in 51 AH. She was around 70 years old. She

died in Sarif, the same location wherein she consummated her

marriage with the Messenger of Allih €.

‘Ara’ said, “We attended the funeral of Maymiinah, the wife of the
Prophet, with Ibn ‘Abbis in Sarif. Ibn ‘Abbis said:
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% Collected by Ahmad (26656); declared authentic by Ibn al-Qayyim.
1% Collected by al-Hakim (4/32); the chain of narration is hasan.

19 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/139); the chain of narration is Aasan.

12 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/138); the chain of narration is sahib.

51



THE ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ISLAM FROM THE FIRST GENERATION

““This is Maymiinah; when you lift up her bier, do not rock it or
shake it.” 1%

When she died, A'ishah #2 said, “Maymiinah is gone; she was
the most pious of us and the most diligent in keeping the ties of
kinship.”14

She was from the noblest women and she narrated numer-
ous ahadith, seven of which are collected in both al-Bukhari and
Muslim. Those who narrated from her were Ibn ‘Abbas, her other
nephew ‘Abdullih bin Shaddad bin al-Had, ‘Ubayd as-Sabgq,
‘Abdur-Rahman bin as-Sa'ib, her nephew Yazid bin al-Asam, and

others.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Some well-known ahidith narrated by Mayminah #g:

Maymiinah ¥ said:
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My bed was beside the praying place of the Prophet ¥, and
sometimes his garment fell on me while I used to lie in my bed.'®

Ibn ‘Abbis #2 said:
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My maternal aunt Maymiinah told me that she and the Messenger
of Allah ££ used to perform ghusl from one vessel.'%

183 Sunan an-Nasi'i 3196
104 A Isabah by Ibn Hajar

195 Collected by al-Bukhiri under the heading “Prayer facing a bed occupied by a men-
struating woman” (Sahih al-Bukhbdiri 517).

96 Synan an-Nasia'i 238
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Maymiinah #2 said:
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The Messenger of Allih £ used to lay his head in the lap of one of

us and recite Qur'an while she was menstruating.'®”

Maymiinah #2 said:
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The Messenger of Allah ££ used to pray on a mat.'®

T

Maymiinah #2 said:
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When the Prophet £ prostrated, he kept his arms so far away from
his sides that if a lamb had wanted to pass under his arms, it could
have done so.'”

Maymiinah # said:
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The people doubted whether the Prophet £ was fasting on the Day

of ‘Arafah or not, so I sent milk while he was standing at ‘Arafah; he
drank it, and the people were looking at him.!!°

T

Y7 Sunan an-Nasi't 385

198 Sunan an-Nasi'i 738

199 Syunan Abi Dawnd 898; declared authentic by al-Albani.
10 Sahih al-Bukhbiri 1989
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OF THE PROPHET

1) Mariyah
2) Rayhanah
3) A beautiful slave woman acquired as a prisoner of war

4) A slave woman given to him by Zaynab bint Jahsh

Ibn al-Qayyim said, “The Prophet #§ had four maidservants:
Mariyah, who was the mother of his son Ibrahim; Rayhanah;
another beautiful slave woman whom he acquired as a prisoner
of war; and a slave woman who was given to him by Zaynab bint

Jahsh.”!

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM IBRAHIM MARIYAH THE COPTIC

The Messenger of Allah # sent Hatib bin Abi Baltaah to invite
al-Mugawgqis, the king of Alexandria and Egypt, to Islam. The
king spoke kind words and considered the affair, but he did not
enter Islaim. He sent the Prophet #£ a gift: Mariyah the Coptic and

\ Zid al-Maid 1/114
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her sister Sirin. The Prophet gave her sister as a gift to Hasan bin
Thabit. She gave birth to his son ‘Abdur-Rahmin bin Hasan.

Mariyah, who was from Egypt, gave birth to Ibrahim, the son of
the Prophet . Thus, he advised that the people of Egypt should be
treated well. He said:
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You would soon conquer Egypt, and that is a land known as the
land of al-girat. So when you conquer it, treat its inhabitants well.

This responsibility lies upon you because of blood ties or relation-

ship of marriage (with them).?

As for the blood ties, this is because the mother of the Arabs—
Haijar, the mother of Ismail #—was from Egypt. As for the
relationship of marriage, this is because Mariyah the Coptic, the
mother of Ibrahim—the son of the Prophet #&—was from Egypt.

Ibn Sad said, “The Messenger of Allah #£ housed Mariyah and her
sister Sirin with Umm Sulaym bint Milhan, and the Messenger of
Allah £ entered upon them and invited them to Islim. Both of
them became Muslim. He took Mariyah as a concubine and moved

her to some property of his in al-‘Awali. And she became a good

Muslim.”3

Her Death:
Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr said, “Mariyah #2 died during the caliphate of
‘Umar bin al-Khartab, in the month of Muharram in 16 AH.

‘Umar gathered the people himself to attend her funeral, and he led
the funeral prayer for her. She was buried in al-Baqi’.”

2 Sahih Muslim 2543
* At-Tabagar al-Kubra 1/134-135
4 Al-Istiab 41 1912
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

RAYHANAH BINT ZAYD

Rayhinah was a member of the Jewish tribe Banit Nadir. She was
taken captive during the war but refused any religion other than
Judaism. One day, while the Messenger of Allah # was with his
Companions, he heard behind him the footsteps of Thalabah bin
Sa’yah. The Messenger of Allah £ said, “This is Tha'labah bin
Sa’yah coming to bring the glad news that Rayhanah has embraced
Islim.” Tha'labah gave the good news and the Prophet & offered
to free her, marry her, and give her the 4ijib to adorn. Rayhanah
responded by saying, “No, O Messenger of Allah; rather, leaving
me as a maidservant is easier for me and easier for you.”

Rayhanah bint Zayd #2 died 16 years before the Messenger of Allah
.




THE CARETAKERS

OF THE PROPHET

1) Aminah bint Wahb

2) Thuwaybah

3) Halimah as-Sadiyyah
4) Ash-Shayma'

5) Umm Ayman Barakah

The Prophet £ had five caretakers: his mother Aminah bint Wahb,
Thuwaybah, Halimah as-Sadiyyah, ash-Shayma' (who was the
daughter of Halimah as-Sadiyyah, and thus the sister of the Prophet

# through breastfeeding), and the noble Companion Umm Ayman
Barakah from Ethiopia #2.!

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

THUWAYBAH

Thuwaybah was the slave-girl of Abii Lahab, the uncle of the
Prophet #. She breastfed the Prophet #, along with his uncle
Hamzah and Aba Salamah ‘Abdullih bin ‘Abdil-Asad al-Makhzimi

! Ibn al-Qayyim mentioned this is Zid al-Ma'ad (1/83).
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Thuwaybah was the first to breastfeed the Prophet #%. She suckled
him a few days before Halimah suckled him. She suckled him from
the milk of her son Masriih.

Umm Habibah @ said:
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“O Messenger of Allah, marry my sister, the daughter of Abu
Sufyan.” The Prophet £ said, “Would you like that?” I replied,
“Yes, for even now I am not your only wife, and I like that my sister
should share the good with me.” The Prophet £ said, “But that is
not lawful for me.” I said, “We have heard that you want to marry
the daughter of Abu Salamah.” He said, “(You mean) the daughter
of Umm Salamah?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “Even if she were not
my step-daughter, she would be unlawful for me to marry as she is
my foster niece. Abii Salamah and I were suckled by Thuwaybah.
So you should not present to me your daughters or your sisters (in
marriage).”?

‘Urwah commented on this narration: “Thuwaybah was the freed
slave-girl of Abt Lahab whom he had manumitted, and then she
suckled the Prophet. When Aba Lahab died, one of his relatives saw
him in a dream in a very bad state and asked him, “What have you
encountered?” Aba Lahab said, ‘T have not found any rest since I left
you, except that I have been given water to drink in this (the space
between his thumb and other fingers), and that is because of my

2 Sahih al-Bukhari 5101
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manumitting Thuwaybah.’”?

Khadijah # would honor her, and she attempted to purchase her
freedom from Aba Lahab but he refused. He eventually freed her
during the year of migration. The Prophet £ would keep ties with
her while he was in Makkah, and once he migrated to Madinah, he
used to send her gifts until he was informed of her death. She died
in 7 AH. Upon hearing this, the Prophet # said, “What happened
to her son Masriih?” They replied, “He died before her.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

HALIMAH AS-SADIYYAH

The next woman to suckle the Prophet # was Halimah bint Abi
Dhu'ayb as-Sadiyyah. She took him to her village and kept him

there for about four years; then she returned him to his mother.

‘Abdullih bin Ja'far narrated* from Halimah, the (foster) mother
of the Messenger of Allih #&; she said, “I went to Makkah in the
company of some women, hoping to find babies to nurse. I was
riding a whitish donkey of mine, which was so slow that I was
blamed for delaying the group. We went during a year of drought,
and we didn’t have anything. By Allah, our camel could not produce
even a drop of milk. My infant son was with me and he would not
sleep at night due to his crying.

“When we arrived in Makkah, each one of us was offered the
Prophet as a nursing son. We all refused because we depended on
the generosity of the child’s father for our services, and he was an
orphan. Every woman in our group took a baby to nurse except
me. I said to my husband, ‘I will surely return and take him.” So
I went back and took him. My husband said, ‘Perhaps Allih will
place good within him.’

“I swear by Allah, as soon as I put him in my lap, he turned to my
breast and drank his fill of milk. Then his [foster] brother drank

3 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5101
4 Collected by Ibn Hisham (1/162), narrated from Muhammad bin Is'haq.
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until his thirst was quenched. When my husband went out that
night to check our camel, its udder was full of milk. So he milked
the camel and we drank until our thirst was quenched. We spent
the night with full stomachs, replenished. And our boys likewise
slept that night. My husband said, ‘By Allah, O Halimah, I believe

you have acquired a blessed soul.’

“This time when we went out with our same old camel, it was in
the lead and no one was able to keep up. We reached the outskirts
of where our tribe, Bant Sad bin Bakr, was camped, and it was a
very dry land. I swear by the One who has my soul in His Hand,
our sheep would go out and graze and the sheep of the other people
would go out and graze. Our sheep would return with full bellies
and udders full of milk, while their sheep would return hungry
without any milk. They would say to their shepherds, “Why don’t
you graze where Halimah’s shepherd is grazing?” So they sent their
sheep to graze in the same pastures as our sheep, but their sheep
returned hungry with dry udders, and our sheep returned again

with full bellies and udders full of milk.”

The Splitting of His Chest:

Halimah said, “The Prophet # matured in a way which no
other child matured. The maturity the other children reached in
a month, he achieved in one day. And the maturity they reached
in one year, he reached in one month. When he completed two
years, we returned to Makkah, his [foster] father and I. We said to
his mother, “We have not seen a child more blessed than him, and
we fear he will be harmed by the diseases of Makkah if he stays
here, so allow us to take him back with us until he gets older and
develops immunity from these diseases.” We pleaded with her until
she agreed. We kept him for about three or four months before the
incident happened.

“One day, he and his brother were playing with some animals
behind the houses when his brother came to us trembling. His
father and I were inside the house when he came in and said, “Two
men wearing white garments took my Qurayshi brother, laid him
down, and cut open his stomach!” His father and I ran out only to
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find him standing, and his color had changed. When he saw us,
he was on the verge of tears. We hugged him and asked him what
had happened. He said, “Two men came to me, laid me down, and
cut open my abdomen and did something, and then returned me
back how I was.” His father said, “This boy has been afflicted with
something; let’s take him back to his mother before more signs
appear.” So we returned him to his mother.

“When his mother saw us, she knew something was wrong. She
asked why we returned him so soon after having been persistent
in taking him. We said, ‘Nothing is wrong; we have completed
the suckling period for him, so I thought it better for you to take
him because we are concerned about him.” She did not accept our
excuse, and she insisted we tell her the real story. After we told her
what had occurred and why we feared for his wellbeing, she said,
‘Nay, on the contrary, Allah will never disgrace him; my son is
special. Shall I tell you about him? When I was pregnant with him,
I felt as though I never carried a lighter load or a greater blessing
than him. When I delivered him, I saw a great light coming out of
me, like a shooting star that illuminated the palaces in Basra. When
he came out, he did not come out like other children. He came out
supporting his hands on the ground, raising his head to the sky. So

leave him; I will take care of him.” So we left him with her.”

The Prophet Honoring Halimah as-Sadiyyah:
Aba Tufayl said:
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I saw the Prophet £ distributing meat at al-Ji’irranah.’ I was a
youth that day, and I was carrying the camel bones. I saw a woman

> Collected by Ibn Hisham (1/162); the chain of narration is hasan.
¢ Translator’s note: Al-Jiirrinah is a village in the province of Makkah.
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turn towards him until she approached the Prophet £, and he
spread out his cloak for her and she sat upon it. I said, “Who is
she?” They said, “This is his mother who suckled him.””

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ASH-SHAYMA', THE FOSTER SISTER OF THE
PROPHET

Qatadah said, “On the day Hawazin was conquered (at the Battle
of Hunayn), a woman came to the Messenger of Allih £. She said:

° ot 2
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“‘I am your sister Shayma', the daughter of al-Harith.’

“He replied:
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““If you are truthful, then you have a mark from me that will not
fade away.’

“She said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah. I held you when you were
young, and you bit me, leaving this bite mark.” Thus, he laid down
his cloak for her and said, ‘Ask and you shall be given; request inter-
cession and you will be interceded for.””®

Ibn M2'in said that al-Hikim ‘Abdul-Mailik, who is found in the

chain of narration, is weak.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Ibn Is'haq said, “Her name is Hudhafah bint al-Harith, and her

nickname is ash-Shayma'; and she became more known by her
nickname than her given name. She is the sister of the Prophet
£ by way of suckling. She was likewise from the caretakers of the

7 Sunan Abi Diwiid 5144 (Translator’s note: Shaykh al-Albani said in Da’jf Abi Dawiid
[1102] that the chain has weakness in it.)

¢ Translator’s note: Collected in The History of Islim (2/610).
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Prophet £ along with her mother Halimah.”

Ibn Hajar said, “Ash-Shayma', the foster sister of the Prophet &,
was taken captive during the Battle of Hunayn. She said to the
Prophet’s companion, ‘T am the sister of your companion.” She
went to the Prophet # and said, ‘O Muhammad, I am your sister.’
And he recognized her by her mark. He laid his cloak down for her
to sit on. He said to her, ‘If you like, you can stay with me and you
will be honored and loved. Or if you like, I can return you to your
people and give you provisions.” She said, ‘I want to return to my
people.” So the Messenger of Allah gave her three slaves and slave-
girls, a camel, and a sheep.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM AYMAN BARAKAH

She is Umm Ayman the Abyssinian (Ethiopian), the freed slave of
the Messenger of Allah #§. She was the caretaker of the Prophet €
whom he inherited from his father. He freed her when he married
Khadijah. She is from those who migrated to Ethiopia during the

first migration.

Her first name is Barakah. She was from the first and foremost to
embrace Islim after Khadijah #2. She was married to ‘Ubayd bin
al-Harith al-Khazraji. She gave birth to their son Ayman. Her son
Ayman also migrated; he fought jihdd and was martyred during the
Battle of Hunayn. Then she married the noble Companion Zayd
bin Harithah'® and gave birth to their son, the noble Companion
Usamah bin Zayd, who was known as “the beloved” of the
Messenger of Allih €.

Umm Ayman is considered to be from the family of the Prophet .

? Al-Isibah fi Tamyiz as-Sahdbah by Ibn Hajar.

' Translator’s note: Zayd is the noble Companion mentioned by name in the Qur'an:
“So when Zayd had accomplished his desire from her (divorced her), We gave her to
you in marriage, so that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers regarding
(the marriage of) the wives of their adopted sons when the latter have no desire to keep

them.” (Stirah al-Ahzib 33:37)
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The Prophet £ used to say to Umm Ayman, “O mother.” He used
to say about Umm Ayman:

R
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This is the remainder of my household."

Umm Ayman’s Extraordinary Migration:

When Umm Ayman #2 migrated to Madinah, she went out on
foot without any riding beast, provisions, or water; in addition to
this, she was fasting during the journey. When sunset arrived, she
was severely thirsty, but she did not have any water to drink. She
heard a noise above her, so she raised her head and saw a bucket
suspended from a white well rope. She drank the water inside the
bucket and quenched her thirst, and she never became thirsty again
for the remainder of her life. She would say:
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I was not afflicted with thirst after that, although I would expose

myself to thirst by fasting during the severe heat of midday; but I
never became thirsty."

Umm Ayman used to honor and take care of the Prophet £.

Umm Ayman #2 was promised Paradise. The Prophet £ said:
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~ Whoever would be delighted to marry a woman from Paradise,
then let him marry Umm Ayman.
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1 Collected by al-Hakim (4/63).

12 Collected in 7he Collection of Fatawd by Ibn Taymiyyah (11/276-280), and by Ibn
Sad (8/224) from the narration of Jarir bin Hazim’s narration from ‘Uthmin bin al-Qa-
sim.
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Therefore, Zayd married her.'?

The Prophet # would joke with Umm Ayman #. Umm Ayman
came to the Prophet £ and said:
N
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“O Messenger of Allah, give me an animal to ride.” He said, “I
will give you the baby of a she-camel to ride.” She responded, “It
cannot hold me and I do not want it.” The Prophet £ said, “I will
only give you a baby of a she-camel.”**

He was joking with her, because every camel is the baby of its
mother she-camel.”®

"The Messenger of Allih £5 used to give Umm Ayman lots of gifts.
Anas &2 said, “Some (of the Ansir) used to present date palm trees
to the Prophet # until Bant Qurayzah and Bani Nadir were
conquered (then he returned to the people their date palms). My
people ordered me to ask the Prophet £ to return some or all of
the date palms they had given to him, but the Prophet £ had given
those trees to Umm Ayman as a gift. Umm Ayman came and put
a garment around my neck and said, ‘No, by Him besides Whom
none has the right to be worshiped, he will not return those trees to
you, as he (the Prophet) has given them to me.’ The Prophet £ said
(to her), ‘Return those trees and I will give you so much (instead
of them).” But she kept on refusing, saying, ‘No, by Allih,” until
he gave her 10 times the number of her date palms in lieu of the
original gift.”'®

13 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/244).

' Collected by Ibn Sad (8/224), narrated from Ab@ N2'im from Abi Mashar from
Muhammad bin Qays.

5 Translator’s note: Another example of the Messenger of Allah £% joking with
Umm Ayman is the narration collected in Al-fsabah (4/416). Umm Ayman said, “The
Messenger of Allah £ said to me, ‘Give me the £himar from the masjid. 1 said to him,
‘Tam on my menses.” He responded, ‘Your menses is not in your hand.””

16 Sahih al-Bukhdri 4120
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Her Grandson:

Harmalah, the freed slave of Usimah bin Zayd, said, “While we
were in the company of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar, al-Hajjaj bin Ayman
came in, and he did not perform his bowing and prostrations
properly while praying. So Ibn ‘Umar told him to repeat his prayer.
When he went away, Ibn ‘Umar asked me:

Q\M 4.)"
““Who is he?’
“I said:
:J,«.s\ \uj&ﬁ “C"“’J“‘
“‘Al-Hajjaj bin Ayman bin Umm Ayman.’
“Ibn ‘Umar said:
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““If the Messenger of Allah £ had seen him, he would have surely

loved him.’

“Then Ibn ‘Umar mentioned the love the Prophet £ had for the
children of Umm Ayman.”"’

Umm Ayman’s Love of the Revelation:
Anas said, “After the death of the Messenger of Allah £ Abu Bakr

said to ‘Umar, ‘Go with us to Umm Ayman so we can visit her just
as the Messenger of Allah £ used to visit her” When we reached
her, she began to cry. Abi Bakr and “‘Umar said to her:
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“‘What makes you cry? What is in store with Allih for His
Messenger is better (than this worldly life).’

7 Sahih al-Bukbari 3737
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“Umm Ayman #2 said:
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“‘I weep not because I am ignorant of the fact that what is in store
with Allah is better for His Messenger. Rather, I am crying because
the revelation from the heavens has ceased.’

“Her statement moved them to tears, so they began to cry along
with her.”’®

The Death of Umar :
When “‘Umar was killed, Umm Ayman cried and said:

(WV\ @ ).5\
Today, Islam has weakened."

Umm Ayman’s Death:

Umm Ayman # died during ‘Uthmin bin ‘Affar’s caliphate #3.
She narrated five ahidith.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Some ahddith narrated by Umm Ayman @g:

Umm Ayman #2 said, “The Prophet £ said:
G dey £33g f@sw@wu\cﬁxv

““The (hand of) a thief is not to be cut off except for the price of a
shield.” And in those days, the price of a shield was a dinar®.”

It was narrated from Umm Ayman that she sifted some flour and

18 Sahih Muslim 2454
¥ Collected in Af-Tabagat (8/226).
2 Sunan an-Nasi'; 4948
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made a loaf of bread for the Prophet . He said, “What is this?”
She said, “It is food that we make in our land, and I wanted to
make a loaf of it for you.” He said, “Fold it onto itself and knead

it

It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When a young child of the
Messenger of Allah was dying, the Messenger of Allah picked him
up and held him to his chest, then he put his hand on him, and he
died in front of the Messenger of Allah. Umm Ayman wept, and
the Messenger of Allah said:
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“¢O Umm Ayman, do you cry while the Messenger of Allah is with
you?’

_’ e

“She said:
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“‘Can I not cry while the Messenger of Allah is crying?’
“The Messenger of Allah 4 said:
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“‘T am not crying; this is mercy.’

“Then he said:
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““The believer is fine whatever the situation; even when his soul is

being pulled from his body and he praises Allah, the Mighty and

Sublime.’ 7?2

2 Sunan Ibn Majah 3461
22 Sunan an-Nasd'7 1843
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OF THE PROPHET

1) Zaynab

2) Rugayyah

3) Umm Kulthim
4) Fatimah

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Zaynab #2 was the oldest of her sisters.! She was from those who
migrated, and she was from the noblest of women.

Her Husband:

She married her maternal cousin, Abul-As,? while her mother was
alive. She gave birth to their daughter Umamah, who married ‘Ali
bin Abi Talib after Fatimah’s death. She also bore him a son named
Ali bin Abil-As. It has been said that ‘Ali bin Abil-As was riding
with the Prophet on the day Makkah was conquered. And I believe

! Translator’s note: She was born 23 years before migration.

? Translator’s note: He is Abul-As bin ar-Rabi’. His mother is Halah bint Khuwaylid,
the sister of Khadijah (the wife of the Prophet £5).
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he died as a child.?

Ibn S2d mentioned, “Abul-‘As married Zaynab before the Messenger
of Allih became a prophet,” but this is highly unlikely.

Zaynab accepted Islim and migrated six years before her husband.

‘A'ishah #2 narrated, “Abul-As fought in the Battle of Badr as a
pagan, and he was captured by ‘Abdulldh bin Jubayr al-Ansari.
When the people of Makkah came to seck ransom for their prison-
ers, Zaynab sent some property to ransom Abul-As. She gave to
‘Amr bin ar-Rab?’ (her husband’s brother) a necklace of hers which
Khadijah had given to her as a wedding gift when she married
Abul-As. When the Messenger of Allih £ saw it, he recognized it
and felt great sympathy for Zaynab, and he remembered Khadijah.
He said, ‘If you like, you can free her prisoner for her and return
to her what belongs to her.” They said, ‘Yes, we will do so.” The
Messenger of Allih £ made an agreement with him that he should
let Zaynab come to him (the Messenger %) in Madinah. The
Messenger of Allih # sent Zayd bin Harithah and a man of the
Ansar and said, “Wait in the valley of Ya'jij (a place on the outskirts
of Makkah) until Zaynab passes you, then you should accompany
her and bring her back.””

It has been said that Zaynab migrated with her father, but this is
not correct.

Abi Hurayrah said, “The Messenger of Allah sent a military expedi-
tion and I was among them. He said, ‘If you find Habbar bin

al-Aswad and Nafi’ bin ‘Abdul-Amr, then burn both of them.”” In
another narration, Aba Hurayrah # said:
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3 Asad al-Ghabah 71130

4 Sunan Abi Dawid 2692; declared hasan by al-Albani.
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L 86 L 2305 56 Al ) g
The Messenger of Allah £ sent us on a mission and said, “If you
find so-and-so and so-and-so, then burn them with fire.” Then the
Messenger of Allih £ said, when we were about to leave, “I had
commanded you to burn so-and-so and so-and-so. But verily, no

one punishes with fire except Allah. So if you find them, execute
them.”

These two men had prodded Zaynab’s camel when she attempted to
migrate to Madinah, causing her and the camel to fall. She suffered
a lingering illness from her injuries which she eventually died from.°

Zaynab ¥2 Grants Asylum to Her Husband:

One morning, the Messenger of Allih # led his Companions in
the Fajr prayer. As they were praying, Zaynab called out:
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Verily, I have granted asylum to Abul-‘As bin ar-Rabi’.

After the Prophet # had completed the prayer, he said:
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I was not prev1ously aware of tlns. Protectlon given from the lowest

5 Sahih al-Bukbari 3016

¢ Translator’s note: Ibn Hajar said in his explanation of Sahik al-Bukhari: “Habbar bin
al-Aswad—one of the men responsible for prodding Zaynab’s camel—accepted Islam.
And he is mentioned in the Aadith from Sulaymin bin Yasar: Habbir bin al-Aswad
came on the Day of Sacrifice when ‘Umar bin al-Khattab was offering his sacrifice, and
said, ‘O Leader of the Believers, we miscounted the days and we thought that today
was the Day of ‘Arafah.” ‘Umar said, ‘Go to Makkah and do tawaf and sai—you and
the people with you—and slaughter the sacrificial animal, if you have one; then shave
your head or cut your hair, and go home. Then next year, do Hajj and offer the sacrifice;
whoever cannot afford it, let him fast three days during Hajj and seven days after he
has returned home.”” (Muwatta' Malik 865) Ibn Hajar continued, saying, “Habbar bin
al-Aswad lived until the caliphate of Mu'awiyah. But I did not find any information
concerning Nafi’ bin ‘Abdul-Amr; perhaps he died before accepting Islim.”
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of Muslims is binding upon the people.”

Abul-As Accepts Islim:

Abul-As went to Shim with a caravan from the Quraysh. Zayd
bin Harithah was assigned the mission of intercepting the caravan,
and he had 170 riders with him. They intercepted the caravan and
sieged it in 6 AH. They took the people as prisoners—and Abul-As
was among them—and the prisoners were returned to Madinah.
Abul-As went to see Zaynab secretly and she granted him asylum.
Then she asked her father to return his possessions, and he did
so. The Prophet # told him to not approach Zaynab as long as
he remained a pagan, so Abul-As returned to Makkah. Later, he
returned to Madinah as a Muslim, migrating for the sake of Allah
in 7 AH in the month of Muharram. Thus, Zaynab was returned to
him on the basis of the first marriage.®

Ash-Shu’bah said, “Zaynab accepted Islam and migrated, then her
husband accepted Islam after her, and they were not separated.™

Qatidah said, “After this, Siirah at-Tawbah was revealed, so from
that point on, if a woman accepted Islam before her husband, he
had to accept Islam and marry her anew.”"

‘Amr bin Shu’ayb narrated from his grandfather:
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The Messenger of Allah £ returned his daughter to Abul-As with a

new marriage and a new dowry."

7 Collected by al-Hakim (4/45): Abul-As sent word to Zaynab requesting asylum from
her father, the Prophet . Thus, she granted him asylum, and this was respected by all
the Muslims. )

& Collected by Ibn Sad (8/33).

? Ap-Tabagar 8/32

10 Ag-Tabagit 8/32

Y Sunan Ibn Majah 2088; this narration was declared weak by Imam Ahmad.

72




The Daughters of the Prophet

This narration is weak.

It has been authentically reported from Ibn ‘Abbas:
s R S U APPSR P PR P )
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The Messenger of Allih 5 returned his daughter to Abul-‘As after

a number of years on the basis of the first marriage, and he did not
give her a new dowry.!?
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Anas said, “I saw upon Zaynab, the daughter of the Messenger of
Allzh &, a stitched garment made from silk.”?

Her Death:
Zaynab #2 died in the beginning of 8 AH.

It was narrated that Umm Atiyyah al-Ansiriyyah'* #2 said, “The
Messenger of Allah £ entered upon us when his daughter died, and
said, “Wash her three times, or five, or more than that, if you see
fit. Wash her with water and lotus leaves, and put camphor in the
last wash, or a little camphor. And when you have finished, let me
know.” When we had finished, we let him know, and he gave us his
waist wrapper and said, ‘Shroud her in it.””?

Zaynab was the oldest daughter of the Prophet . She died in 8
AH. The Prophet £ loved her a great deal and would praise her.
She died at the age of 33. Her husband Abul-As died in 12 AH in
the month of Dhul-Hijjah, during Aba Bakr’s caliphate, may Allih
be pleased with them all.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Zaynab’s son ‘Ali bin Abil-As died before her.

12 Sunan Abi Diwid 2240

13 Collected by al-Hakim (4/45-46).

' Translator’s note: Umm ‘Atiyyah Nasibah bint al-Harith.
15 Sahih al-Bukhari 1195; Sahih Muslim 939
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Abt ‘Uthman said, “Usamah bin Zayd told me, “The daughter
(Zaynab)'® of the Prophet sent word to him telling him, “A son
of mine is dying; come to us.” He sent word to her, conveying his
greeting of saldm and saying:
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“¢“To Allah belongs that which He takes and that which He gives.
And everything has an appointed term with Allah. Let her be

patient and seek reward.”

““She sent word to him adjuring him to go to her. So he got up and
went, accompanied by Sad bin ‘Ubadah, Mu'adh bin Jabal, Ubayy
bin Ka’b, Zayd bin Thabit, and some other men. The boy was lifted
up to the Messenger of Allah, with the death rattle sounding in him,
and [the Prophet’s] eyes filled with tears. Sad said, “O Messenger of
Allah, what is this?” He said, “This is compassion which Allah has
created in the hearts of His slaves. Allah has mercy on His compas-
sionate slaves.”””"7

The Prophet & Supplicated for Her:

The Prophet £ went to Zaynab’s grave while he was sad. He said, “I
thought of Zaynab and her fragility, so I asked Allah the Exalted to
lighten the tightness of the grave and its distress upon her. And He
did so. Therefore, it is easy upon her.”'®

Zaynab ¥g is Considered a Martyr:

Ibn Kathir said, “‘Urwah said, “When Zaynab migrated, a man
pushed her camel, causing it to fall on her, which caused her to
have a miscarriage. The injury continued to trouble her until she
eventually died from it. Thus, they used to view her death as the

16 Translator’s note: Ibn Abi Shaybah said that this was Zaynab (Explanation of Mishkdh
al-Masibib).

17 Sunan an-Nasi'i 1868

8 Asad al-Ghibah 5/468

74



The Daughters of the Prophet

death of a martyr.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

RUQAYYAH
Ruqayyah accepted Islam along with her mother and her sisters.

Ibn Sad said that she married ‘Utbah bin Abi Lahab before prophet-
hood, but what is correct is that she married him before migration.
While they were married, the following verse was revealed:

Perish the two hands of Abii Lahab, and perish he!

[Stirah al-Masad 111:1]
When this verse was revealed, ‘Utbah’s father—Abti Lahab—said,
“My head is impermissible for your head (meaning, I will not speak

to you) if you do not divorce his daughter.” Thus, ‘Utbah divorced
Rugqayyah before the marriage was consummated.

Her Second Marriage:
Then she married ‘Uthman bin ‘Affin # and they migrated

together to Abyssinia. It is mentioned in the narration:

L 3l ) 556 6 O 1
The two of them were the first people to migrate to Allih after Liat.2°

Her Son:

Ruqayyah # gave birth to ‘Uthmin’s son ‘Abdullih. From this
son, he took his kunyah. When ‘Abdullah reached the age of six,
a rooster pecked him in the face. His face became infected and he
died from his injury. (This occurred in 4 AH, so he died two years

¥ Al-Bidayah wan-Nibayah 51234
0 Al-Isabah 121257
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after his mother Ruqayyah).*!

Her Migration:

Ruqayyah is from those who migrated to both Abyssinia and
Madinah.

Her Death:

After that, she migrated to Madinah after ‘Uthman, while some
say she migrated with ‘Uthman. She became sick shortly before the
Battle of Badr, so the Prophet #% ordered ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan €2 to
remain behind and stay with her. Rugayyah died while the Muslims
were at the Battle of Badr.

The following hadith attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas concerning the death
of Ruqayyah is weak and it opposes stronger narrations.

This narration states that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When Ruqayyah, the
daughter of the Messenger of Allih &, died, we met ‘Uthman bin
Maz'iin and the women were crying due to her death. ‘Umar began
to strike them with his whip, so the Prophet #% grabbed his hand
and said, ‘Leave them alone to cry.” Then he said, ‘Beware of the
howling of the Shaytan. Whatever comes from the heart and the
eye is from Allah and mercy, and whatever comes from the hand
and the tongue is from the Shaytan.” Then Fatimah sat at the edge
of her grave beside the Messenger of Allah & and she began to cry.
The Messenger of Allih £ wiped her tears away with the edge of

his garment.”*?
This hadith is weak.

Ibn Sad said, “It has been affirmed with every narration we have
that Ruqayyah died while the Messenger of Allah was at the Battle
of Badr. Thus, perhaps this narration is pertaining to someone other

than her”

2 Explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari 7167

22 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/36); this hadith is munkar, meaning it is weak and opposed
by a strong hadith.
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TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Ruqgayyah #2 was the first wife of ‘Uthman bin Affan #2. He
married her in Makkah.

Ruqayyah #2 was the first daughter of the Prophet # to die during
his life. She died in 2 AH while the Prophet £ was at the Battle of
Badr.

Ibn ‘Umar & said, “‘Uthman did not join the Battle of Badr
because he was married to one of the daughters of the Messenger of

Allah #£ and she was ill. So the Prophet #£ said to him:
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““You will get a reward and a share (from the spoils of war) similar

to the reward and the share of one who has taken part in the Battle
of Badr.” 7%

Ruqayyah #2 was 20 years old when she died.?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM KULTHUM

Umm Kulthiim &2 was the fourth child of the Messenger of Allih
4 after Qasim, Zaynab, and Ruqayyah.

Her First Marriage:
She was married to ‘Utaybah bin Abi Lahab, and then he divorced

her without consummating the marriage.

Her Second Marriage:
After her sister Ruqayyah died, she married ‘Uthmian bin Affin

while she was still a virgin. This marriage took place during the
month of Rab?’ al-Awwal in 3 AH. She did not give birth to any
children.

2 Sahih al-Bukhari 3130
* Explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari 7173, narrated by Ibn Is'haq.
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Her Death:

Umm Kulthim & died during the month of Sha’ban in 9 AH.
Upon her death, the Prophet £ said:
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If there were 10 of them, I would surely marry them to ‘Uthman.?

Anas bin Malik €2 said:
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We were in the funeral procession of the daughter of the Messenger
of Allah #&, and he was sitting near the grave and I saw his eyes
full of tears. He said, “Is there anyone amongst you who did not
surrender last night?*®” Abiui Talhah replied in the affirmative. So

the Messenger of Allah £ told him to descend into her grave (to
bury her).”

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

‘Uthmin bin ‘Affan #2 was married to two daughters of the Prophet
4 (at different times): Rugayyah and Umm Kulthum. For this
reason, he was called “the Possessor of Two Lights.”

Umm Kulthiim &2 was around 28 years old according to the Islamic
calendar when she died.
Her First Husband ‘Utaybah & the Lion:

‘Utaybah bin Abi Lahab used to revile the Prophet £, so the
Prophet £ supplicated against him, saying:

% Collected in Az-Tabaqdir (8/38).

2 Translator’s note: Meaning: Is there anyone who did not have intimate relations with
his spouse last night?

Y Sahih al-Bukhdari 1342
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O Allah, send one of Your dogs against him.

‘Utaybah went out with a caravan heading towards Syria. He halted
at some place and said, “I fear the supplication of Muhammad.”
They said to him, “No, don’t worry.” They surrounded him with
their luggage and stood guard over him; then a lion came and
snatched him and took him away.?*

FATIMAH

She is the best of all the women of her era. She is a part of the
Prophet; the link to Mustafa®; the mother of her father’. She
is the daughter of the best of creation, Abul-Qisim Muhammad
bin ‘Abdillah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim bin ‘Abd Manaf
al-Qurashi al-Hashimi. She is the mother of al-Hasan and al-Hu-

sayn.

Her Birth:

She was born a little before the first revelation was revealed.

Her Marriage:

She married the noble Companion, the Imam, ‘Ali bin Abi Talib
& in the month of Dhul-Qadah or slightly before 2 AH, after the
Battle of Badr. The marriage was consummated after the Battle of
Uhud.

% It was narrated by al-Hakim (3984) and by al-Bayhaqi in Ad-Dali il (622). Al-Hikim
said that its chain of narration is s#47b, and adh-Dhahabi agreed with him. It was de-
clared hasan by al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar in Fat'h al-Bari (4/39).

2 Translator’s note: The Messenger of Allah £ said, “Fatimah is a part of me, and he
who makes her angry, makes me angry.” (Sahih al-Bukhiri 3714)

% Translator’s note: She is called this because she is his only child who had surviving
offspring that connect back to the Prophet .

*! Translator’s note: She is called this because of the way she took care of her father.
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Her Children:

Fatimah #2 gave birth to al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Muhsin®?, Umm
Kulthiim (the wife of ‘Umar bin al-Khattib), and Zaynab (the wife
of ‘Abdullih bin Ja'far bin Abi Talib).

Her Ahadith:

She narrated ahddith from her father, and many of the Companions
narrated ahdadith from her, such as her husband ‘Ali, her son al-Hu-
sayn, A'ishah, Umm Salamah, Anas bin Milik, and others 2.

The Prophet £ loved her, honored her, and was happy with her.

Her Resemblance to the Prophet 4:
‘A'ishah #2 said:
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I have not seen anyone who resembled the Prophet £ in speech
more than Fiatimah. When she entered, he would stand to greet her

and kiss her and welcome her. And she would do the same towards
him.?

Her Virtues:

Her virtues are plentiful. She was patient and persevering, benevo-
lent, content, and grateful to Allah.

The Prophet £ said:
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32 Translator’s note: According to the majority of the scholars, none of the history
books mention a son named Muhsin; rather, they all mentioned that Fatimah only had
four children: al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Umm Kulthiim, and Zaynab. Ibn al-Jawzi attri-
butes the mention of Muhsin to Ibn Ishaq.

3 Sunan Abi Diwid 5217
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Indeed, this is an angel that had never descended to the earth
before tonight. He sought permission from his Lord to greet me
with salam and to give me the glad tidings that Fatimah is the best
of the women of Paradise, and that al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the
best of the youths of the people of Paradise.>*

The Prophet £ said:
ably domas Lod! ol clus fuadl
The best women of Paradise are Khadijah and Fatimah.*
It was said to ‘A'ishah #2:

IS Lo L.i.l.é\.odlfd\L@;— qug\?)\w&g,
“Who are the most beloved people to the Messenger of Allah?” She

said, “Fatimah.” It was said to her, “Who from among the men?”
She said, “Her husband; surely, I knew him to fast much and stand
in prayer much.”%

The Prophet £ said:
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Fatimah is the best of the women of Paradise, with the exception of
Maryam bint ‘Imran.?”

The Prophet # said:

4 Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3781; the chain has been declared hasan.
% Collected by Ahmad (1/293).

3 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 3874; al-Hakim declared it sabih (3/157).
%7 Collected and authenticated by al-Hakim (2/154).
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The best women of Paradise are Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Fatimah
bint Muhammad, Asiyah bint Muzihim (the wife of Pharaoh), and
Maryam bint ‘Imran.

Thawban, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah, said, “The
Messenger of Allah entered upon Fatimah and she had a gold chain

around her neck. She said:

s ) &) BIAAT ol
““This is a gift given to me from Abul-Hasan (‘Ali).’

“The Messenger of Allah #£ said:
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“‘Q Fatimah, would you like for the people to say, “This is Fatimah,
the daughter of Muhammad, and in her hand is a chain from the

Fire?”’

“So she purchased a slave with the chain and set him free. The
Prophet £ said:
RO AR PR PVRVEN]

““All praises belong to Allah, the One who has saved Fatimah from
the Fire.”¥

The Prophet #% became angry for her sake when he was informed
that ‘Ali bin Abi Talib intended to marry the daughter of Aba
Lahab. He stood up and said the testimony of faith, and then he
said:

38 Collected by Ahmad (1/293).

3 Sunan an-Nasi'i 5140
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“As to what follows: I married my daughter (Zaynab) to Abul-As
bin ar-Rab?’, and he spoke to me and was speaking the truth.
Fatimah bint Muhammad is a part of me, and I hate to see her
faced with troubles. By Allah, the daughter of the Messenger of
Allih and the daughter of the enemy of Allah will never be joined

together in marriage to one man.” So ‘Ali retracted his proposal.“

Therefore, while ‘Ali was married to Fatimah, he did not take
another wife or a slave-girl. When she died, he remarried and took
slave-gitls.

The Virtue of Fitimah's Household ¥g:

The bloodline of the Prophet #& was severed except by way of
Fatimah. As for Umamah, Zaynabs daughter—the child the
Prophet £ would carry during his prayer—she married ‘Ali bin Abi
Talib. After him, she married al-Mughirah bin Nawfal bin al-Harith
bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib al-Hashimi, and she bore him children.

Az-Zubayr bin Bakkar said, “The bloodline of Zaynab came to an

end.”

Umm Salamah said:
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The Prophet £ wrapped a cloak around al-Hasan, al-Husayn, Ali,
and Fatimah, and then he said, “O Allah, these are the members of

0 Sunan Ibn Mijah 2077
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my household, so remove ar-rijs (evil deeds and sins) from them
and purify them with a thorough purification.”*

The Prophet £ looked at ‘Ali, Fitimah, al-Hasan, and al-Husayn
and said:

eio//o, /,oia// o . P fi
I am at war with whoever makes war with you, and peace for
whoever makes peace with you.”?

The Death of Her Father %:

Anas #2 narrated:
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When he died, she (Fatimah) said, “O my dear father, who answered
the call of his Lord. O my dear father, whose abode is the highest
level of Paradise! O my father, to Jibril we announce the news of his

death!” When he was buried, Fatimah &g said, “O Anas, how could
you bear to throw dust over the Messenger of Allah €524

‘A'ishah # said, “We, the wives of the Messenger of Allah, were
with him (during his last illness), and none of us were absent. Then
Fitimah, who walked in the same manner as the Messenger of Allah
£, came. When he saw her, he welcomed her, saying:

;s':"b =3
““Welcome to my daughter.’

“He then made her sit on his right side or on his left side. Then he

4 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 3510
2 Musnad Imiam Abmad 21442
3 Sahih al-Bukhbiri 4462
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said something secretly to her and she wept bitterly, and when he
found her in grief, he said something secretly to her for the second
time and she laughed. I (A'ishah) said to her, “The Messenger of
Allah has singled you out amongst the women of the family. He
told you a secret and you wept.” When the Messenger of Allih
left, I said to her, “What did the Messenger of Allih say to you?’
She said, ‘T am not going to disclose the secret of the Messenger of
Allah.” When the Messenger of Allah £ died, I said to her, ‘T adjure
you by the right that I have upon you that you should narrate to
me what the Messenger of Allih £ said to you.” She said, ‘Yes, now
I can inform you. When he talked to me secretly the first time, he
said that:

T
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““Jibril used to recite the Qur'an along with him once or twice
every year, but this year it had been twice, and so he perceived his

death to be quite near, so fear Allah and be patient, for surely he is
the best Salaf for you.

o
©

&

““Thus I wept as you saw. And when he saw me in grief, he talked
to me secretly for the second time and said:
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“““O Fatimah, are you not pleased that you should be the leader of
the believing women or the best woman from this ummah?”

“*So, I laughed, and it was that laughter which you saw.’ "4

Her Illness ¢& Death:

When Fatimah became sick, Abii Bakr came to visit her, and he
sought permission to enter. ‘Ali said, “O Fitimah, Aba Bakr is

4 Sahih Muslim 245
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seeking permission to enter.” She said, “Would you like him to
enter?” ‘Ali said, “Yes.” Thus, Fatimah #2 followed the Sunnah by
not allowing anyone into her home without the permission of her
husband. So Aba Bakr entered to make her happy. He said, “By
Allah, T have not left any home or wealth, family or kin, except that
I sought to please Allah and His Messenger regarding them, and I
seek to please you all, the household of the Prophet.” He continued
to make her happy until she was pleased.

Fatimah #2 died five or six months after the death of the Prophet
€. She died at the age of 24 or 25, while others say she died at
the age of 29. But no one said that she was older than that. What
is most correct is that she died at the age of 24. She was younger
than her sister Zaynab (the wife of Abul-As), and younger than her
sister Ruqayyah (the wife of ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan), and younger than
her sister Umm Kulthiim (who was also the wife of ‘Uthman bin

‘Affan).

Sa’id bin ‘Ufayr said, “She died on a Tuesday after three nights of
Ramadan had passed in 11 AH, and she was buried at night.”

She was washed by her husband ‘Ali &.

The Shyness of Fatimah Even in Death:

Fatimah said to Asma' bint ‘Umays, “Indeed, I hate what they
do with the women (when shrouding the deceased). They put a
garment over the woman and the shape of her limbs is defined.”
Asma' said, “O daughter of the Messenger of Allah, shall I show
you what I saw in Abyssinia?” Thus, she requested some wet leaves
and laid them down, and then she placed a garment over them.

Fatimah replied, “This is wonderful and beautiful!”

Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr said, “She was the first person to have her shroud-
cover in Islam in this manner.”

There are 18 ahidith narrated by her, which are collected in the
Musnad.

% Collected by al-Bayhaqi in As-Sunan al-Kubr.
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Unauthentic Narrations Attributed to Her:

The following poem which has been widely attributed to Fatimah is
not authentic: “What will happen to the one who smells the sweet
fragrance of Ahmad’s grave, then he would never smell any other
fragrance of the world; such sorrows flowed upon me that if it had
descended upon the days, they would have turned into nights.”
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OF THE PROPHET

1) Umamah bint Abil-As
2) Zaynab bint ‘Ali bin Abi Talib
3) Umm Kulthiim bint ‘Ali bin Abi T4lib

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMAMAH BINT ABIL-AS

Umimah is the child that the Messenger of Allah £ would carry
during his prayer. She is the daughter of his daughter Zaynab &.

Her Marriage:
She married ‘Ali bin Abi Talib during ‘Umar’s caliphate, and she

remained with him for a period of time and bore a child for him.!
After ‘Ali was killed, she married al-Mughirah bin Nawfal bin
al-Harith al-Hashimi.

Her Death:

She died while married to him after she gave birth to their son Yahya
bin al-Mughirah. She died during the caliphate of Mu'awiyah bin

! Translator’s note: His son’s name was Muhammad al-Awsat bin ‘Ali.
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Abi Sufyan.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Abt Qatadah said:
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The Messenger of Allih £ was praying while he was holding
Umiamabh, the daughter of Zaynab (the daughter of the Messenger
of Allah £), and she (Umamah) was the daughter of Abul-As

bin ar-Rab?’. When he stood, he would hold her, and when he
prostrated, he would put her down.?

&?

‘A'ishah #2 said:
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The Messenger of Allah #£ was given a gift which contained a
necklace from onyx; he said, “I will surely give this to the most
beloved family member to me.” The women said, “It will go to the
daughter of Aba Quhafah (Abi Bakr).” So the Messenger of Allih
# called Umamah bint Zaynab and linked the necklace around her

neck.?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ZAYNAB BINT ‘ALI BIN ABI TALIB

Imam adh-Dhahabi did not mention anything concerning the

2 Sahih Muslim 543
3 Al Isti'ab fi Marifah al-As'hab
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biography of Zaynab bint ‘Ali #2.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Zaynab was born in 5 AH and she died in 62 AH.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM KULTHUM BINT ‘ALI BIN ABI TALIB

She is the full sister of al-Hasan and al-Husayn. She was born in 6
AH. She saw the Prophet &, but she did not narrate from him.

‘Umar bin al-Khattab # proposed to her while she was young. He
was asked, “Why do you want to marry her?” He said, “I heard the
Messenger of Allih £ say:

“‘Every means and every lineage will be severed on the Day of
Judgment except my means and my lineage.” ™

‘Umar said to ‘Ali, “Marry me to her, O Abul-Hasan, for I will
preserve her honor like no one else can.” ‘Ali said, “I will send for
her; if she is pleased, I will marry you to her.” ‘Umar married her
and gave her 40,000 as a dowry. She gave birth to their son Zayd.
It was also said that she gave birth to a daughter named Rugayyah.

‘Umar bin al-Khattib died while married to her. Her father ‘Al
strongly encouraged her to marry ‘Awn bin Ja'far bin Abi Talib. She
married him and loved him a great deal. She remained with him

until he died.

Then her father ‘Ali # married her to Muhammad bin Ja'far and
then he died. Then her father married her to ‘Abdullah bin Ja'far,
and she died while married to him. She did not bear any children
for her last three husbands.

‘Ammar bin Abi ‘Ammar said, “Umm Kulthim and Zayd died at

# Collected by al-Hakim (3/142).
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the same time. So we shrouded them, and Sa’id bin al-As led the
prayer over them.”

Ibn “‘Umar participated in the Janazah prayer over his brother Zayd
bin ‘Umar and Zayd’s mother, Umm Kultham bint ‘Ali. Her son
Zayd was from the nobles of the Quraysh tribe and he died while

still a youth.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Muhammad bin Habib said about Zayd bin ‘Umar al-Khattab,

“There is a man from the Quraysh whose father was martyred,
as was his maternal grandfather, his mother’s uncle, the uncle of
his maternal grandfather, and his uncle. This man is Zayd bin
‘Umar. His father was ‘Umar bin al-Khattab, his uncle was Zayd
bin al-Khattab, his maternal grandfather was ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, his
mother’s uncle was Ja'far bin Abi Talib, the uncle of his maternal
grandfather was Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib, and his uncle was
al-Husayn bin Abi Talib; may Allah be pleased with them all.”

> Al-Munammag 426
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OF THE PROPHET

1) Safiyyah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib
2) Arwa bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib

3) ‘Atikah bint Abdul-Muttalib
4) Al-Bayda' bint Abdul-Muttalib
5) Barrah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib

6) Umamah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SAFIYYAH BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

Safiyyah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib al-Hashimi; she is the full sister of
Hamzah. She is the mother of the disciple of the Messenger of
Allah, az-Zubayr. Her mother was from the tribe of Bana Zuhrah.

Her Marriage:

She married al-Harith, the brother of Aba Sufyan bin Harb, and he
died while married to her. Then she married al-Awam, the brother
of the best of women—Khadijah bint Khuwaylid. While married to




The Paternal Aunts of the Prophet

him, she gave birth to az-Zubayr, as-S3'ib!, and ‘Abdul-Ka’bah. The
tribe of Banul-Awam is the tribe which defended the Messenger of
Allah €.

It is the viewpoint of some scholars that she was the only paternal
aunt of the Prophet £ to enter Islam.

She was deeply grieved by the death of her brother Hamzah, but
she was patient and she sought the reward from Allah through her
patience.

She was from those who migrated during the first migration, and I
don’t know if she accepted Islam with her brother Hamzah or with
her son az-Zubayr.

Her Courage:

During the Battle of the Trench, Safiyyah was in the fortress of
Hasan bin Thibit with the women and children, as the men were
off in battle. She said, “Hasan was with us when a spy sent by the
Jews passed by the fortress, and he began to circle the fortress while
the Muslims were engaging their enemy.” She said, “I was the first
woman to kill a man. Hasan was with us when a spy from the Jews
began to circle the fortress. I said to Hasan, ‘I don’t trust him; he
is going to inform the enemy of our location, so stand up and go
kill him.” Hasan replied, ‘May Allah forgive you. You know I am
not able to do this®.” So I fortified myself, grabbed a pole, and went
down and struck him until I killed him.”?

Safiyyah #2 died in 20 AH, and she was buried in al-Baqi’. She was
in her 70s.

‘A'ishah #2 said:

! Translator’s note: As-Sa'ib is from the noble Companions; he witnessed many battles,
such as the Battle of Badr. He was martyred at the Battle of Yamiamah.

? Translator’s note: The scholars of history mention that this was likely due to his age
or a medical condition, not his lack of bravery, because his bravery is well documented.

3 Collected and authenticated by al-Hakim (4/51).
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When the verse was revealed: “And warn thy nearest kindred,”
the Messenger of Allah £ stood up on Safa and said, “O Fatimah,
daughter of Muhammad. O Safiyyah, daughter of ‘Abdul-Muttalib;
O sons of ‘Abdul-Muttalib. I have nothing which can avail you
against Allah; you may ask me what you want of my worldly
belongings.”*

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ARWA BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

She married ‘Umayr bin Wahb and gave birth to their son Tulayb.
Then she married Artah and gave birth to their daughter Fatimah.
Then Arwa accepted Islam and migrated. Her son Tulayb accepted
Islam in the house of al-Arqam.

We did not find any ahddith narrated by her.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

‘ATIKAH BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

She accepted Islam and migrated. She is the one who had the dream

of the pagans’ destruction at the Battle of Badr. That dream discour-
aged her brother Aba Lahab from attending the Battle of Badr.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

‘Atikah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib said, “I saw a rider standing on Abt
Qubays (a mountain in Makkah). He shouted, ‘O people of treach-
ery, O people of evil: you have three days to flee.” Then he grabbed

4 Sahih Muslim 205

> Translator’s note: The house of Arqam was the home of al-Arqam bin Abi Argam. His
home was a safe haven in Makkah for the earliest Muslims who entered Islam.
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a boulder and dropped it from Aba Qubays and it shattered into
pieces, and parts of it entered every home of the Quraysh except
Bana Zuhrah.” Al-‘Abbas told her not to inform anyone about her
dream. Al-Abbas encountered al-Walid bin ‘Utbah and informed
him of the dream. Al-Walid mentioned it to his father, and it spread
among the people. When the news spread, Abt Jahl said, “O Bani
‘Abdul-Muttalib, are you pleased that your men pretend to be
prophets and now your women pretend to be prophets?! ‘Atikah
alleges she had a dream and that you have three days to flee, so we
will lie in wait for three days. If what she says is true, then it will
happen, and if three days pass and nothing happens, you all will be
the greatest liars in Arabia.”

Three days later, a messenger from Aba Sufyan arrived in the valley;
he stood up on his camel and tore his shirt, shouting, “O Quraysh,
the merchant-camels, the merchant-camels! Muhammad and his
Companions are lying in wait for your property, which is with Aba
Sufyan. I do not think that you will overtake it. So come help!”
The Quraysh armed themselves for the Battle of Badr. However,
‘Atikah’s brother Abii Lahab did not join the army, saying he was
afraid of ‘Atikah’s dream.®

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

AL-BAYDA' BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

She is Umm Hakim bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib. I believe she died before
the first revelation was revealed. She married Kurayz bin Rabi’ah
al-‘Abshami and gave birth to their son ‘Amir, who was the father
of ‘Abdullah’. Likewise, she gave birth to Arwa bint Kurayz, the
mother of the martyr ‘Uthman bin Affan; thus, al-Bayda' bint
‘Abdul-Muttalib was the maternal grandmother of ‘Uthmin bin
‘Affan @3.

Then she married ‘Ugbah bin Abi Mu’ayt and she gave birth to

¢ Al-Mujam al-Kabir by at-Tabarani.

7 Translator’s note: ‘Abdullah bin Amir is a Companion who was the governor of Basra
and a cousin to ‘Uthmin bin ‘Affan &.
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al-Walid, Khalid, and Umm Kulthiim; all three of them were

Companions.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

In the book 7he History of Damascus, al-Bayda' bint ‘Abdul-
Muttalib—the grandmother of ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan—is listed as
the twin sister of ‘Abdullih bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib, the father of the
Messenger of Allah 4.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BARRAH BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

Barrah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib is the mother of the noble Companion
Abi Salamah ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdil-Asad al-Makhzimi &2. After she
married Absi Salamah’s father, she was married to Aba Ruhm bin
‘Abdil-‘Uzza al-Amiri, and she gave birth to their son, the noble
Companion Aba Sabrah. He is from those who fought in the Battle
of Badr. She did not live to see the first revelation.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMAMAH BINT ‘ABDUL-MUTTALIB

She was married to Jahsh bin Riyab, and she was the mother of
his children: ‘Abdullah, the Mother of the Believers Zaynab,
‘Ubaydullah, Aba Ahmad ‘Abd, and Hamnah.

It is said that she accepted Islam and migrated. Ibn Sad mentioned
in his book that the Messenger of Allih % would send her 40
shipments of dates from the dates of Khaybar.

It has also been mentioned that the one who accepted Islim and
was sent the shipment of dates from the Messenger of Allah £ was
not his aunt; rather, it was Umamah bint Rabi’ah bin al-Harith bin
‘Abdul-Muttalib.

From what is apparent, the elder Umamah—the aunt of the
Prophet #—did not migrate, nor did she live long enough to reach
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the first revelation. And Allah knows best. The only one to mention
her accepting Islam was al-Wagqidi. And Allah knows best.
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OF THE PROPHET

1) Dub2’ah bint az-Zubayr bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib
2) Durrah bint Abi Lahab
3) Umm Hani' Fakhitah bint Abi Talib

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DUBAAH BINT AZ-ZUBAYR BIN ‘ABDUL-
MUTTALIB

DubZah is the daughter of the Prophet’s uncle az-Zubayr bin
‘Abdul-Muttalib. She is from those who migrated #Z.

She was married to al-Miqdad bin al-Aswad, and she gave birth to
their children ‘Abdullah and Karimah.

She narrated a few ahidith from the Messenger of Allih #£. Those
who narrated from her include her daughter Karimah, S2id bin
al-Musayyib, ‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr, ‘Abdur-Rahman al-A’rij, and
Anas bin Malik.

Some of the senior Companions narrated ahidith which mention

her, like Ibn ‘Abbas and Jabir.




The Paternal Cousins of the Prophet

Her son ‘Abdullah bin al-Miqdad was killed during the Battle of the
Camel, fighting on the side of ‘A'ishah #2.

‘A'ishah #2 said:
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The Messenger of Allah % went to Duba’ah bint az-Zubayr and
said to her, “Did you intend to perform Hajj?” She said, “By Allah,
(I intend to do so), but I often remain ill,” whereupon he said to
her, “Go for Hajj, but stipulate a condition and say, ‘O Allah, I
will exit Zhrdm from the point where You have prevented me (from
continuing, if some problem should arise).”” And she (Duba’ah)
was the wife of Miqdad.!

Duba’ah lived until 40 AH #g.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DURRAH BINT ABI LAHAB

Durrah is the daughter of the Prophet’s uncle Abii Lahab. She is
from those who migrated. She narrated one hadith. It is said that
she was married to Dihyah al-Kalbi.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

When Durrah bint Abi Lahab migrated to Madinah, some people
said to her, “You are the daughter of the firewood of the Hellfire!”
When the Prophet £ heard of this, he stood up angrily and said:
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What is the matter with some people that they should offend my

Y Sahih Muslim 1207
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lineage and my kinfolk? Surely, whoever offends my lineage and
my kinfolk has offended me, and whoever offends me has offended
Allah.”

The following narration is the one hadith narrated by Durrah.

Durrah bint Abi Lahab #g said:
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A man stood while the Prophet £ was on the minbar and said,
“O Messenger of Allah, who are the best people?” He said, “The
best people are those with the most knowledge of the Qur'an, those
with the most zaqwa, those who enjoin the good and forbid the evil
the most, and those who keep the ties of kinship the most.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM HANI' FAKHITAH BINT ABI TALIB

She is the noble Companion Umm Hani', the daughter of the
Prophet’s uncle Abt Talib. She is the sister of ‘Ali bin Abi Talib and
Ja'far bin Abi Talib. Her name is Fakhitah. She delayed entering

Islam.

The Prophet # entered her home the day of the conquest of
Makkah and prayed eight rakait for Duha prayer.

She is from the scholars of Islim and she narrated 46 #hadith. Those
who narrated from her include: her grandson Jadah, her freed slave
Abu Salih Badhiam, Kurayb (the freed slave of Ibn ‘Abbas), ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin Abi Layla, Mujahid bin Jabr, Afa' bin Abi Rabah,
‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr, and others.

2 Collected by Ibn ‘Adi in Al-Kamil (7/12717)
3 Collected by Ahmad (6/432)
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Her Family:

She was married to Hubayrah bin ‘Amr. He fled to Najran on the
day Makkah was conquered. She gave birth to ‘Amr bin Hubayrah,
Jadah, Hini', and Yasuf.

She accepted Islim the day Makkah was conquered. It is not
mentioned by anyone that Hubayrah accepted Islim. Umm Hani'

#2 said:
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“I went to the Messenger of Allih % on the day of the conquest of
Makkah and found him taking a bath, and his daughter Fatimah
was screening him. I greeted him with salam and he asked, “Who
is that?’ I said, ‘I, Umm Hani' bint Abi Talib.” He said, ‘Welcome,
O Umm Hani'” When he had finished his bath, he stood up
and offered eight raka’at while dressed in one garment. I said,
‘O Messenger of Allah, my brother ‘Ali alleges that he will kill a
man to whom I have granted asylum. The man is so-and-so bin
Hubayrah.” The Messenger of Allah £ said, ‘O Umm Hani', we will
grant asylum to the one whom you have granted asylum.”” (Umm
Hini') said, “That (visit) took place during the forenoon.”*
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‘Ali bin Abi Talib placed his nephew Jadah bin Hubayrah—the son

of Umm Hani'—in charge of Khurasan.

When Umm Hani’s marriage from Hubayrah was dissolved due

4 Sahih al-Bukbari 3171
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to her Islam and his remaining upon disbelief, the Messenger of
Allah £ proposed to her. She responded to him by saying, “I am
a woman with a lot of children and I hate that they should bring
you any inconvenience.” Thus, the Prophet # did not reply to her
statement.

Umm Hani' lived until 50 AH.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

The Messenger of Allih £ has other female cousins not mentioned
by Imam adh-Dhahabi .

* Umm Hakim bint az-Zubayr bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Umm Zubayr bint az-Zubayr bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Safiyyah bint az-Zubayr bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Umm Talib Raytah bint Abi Talib bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib
* Jumanah bint Abi Talib bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

¢ Umimah bint Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

¢ Khalidah bint Abi Lahab bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* ‘Uzza bint Abi Lahab bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Umm Habib bin al-Abbas bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Hind bint al-Muqawwim bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib

* Arwa bint al-Muqawwim bin Abdul-Muttalib

* Umm Amr bint al-Muqawwim bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib
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THE MUHAJIRUN

FROM THE FEMALE COMPANIONS

1) Fatimah bint Asad

2) Asma' bint ‘Umays

3) Asma' bint Abi Bakr

4) Umm Kulthim bint ‘Ugbah
5) Fatimah bint Qays

6) Zaynab bint Abi Salamah

7) Umm Khalid bint Khalid

8) Umm al-Fadl

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FATIMAH BINT ASAD BIN HASHIM BIN ‘ABD
MANAF BIN QUSAYY AL-HASHIMI

She is the mother of ‘Ali and Ja'far bin Abi Talib, and the mother-
in-law of Fatimah.

She was from the first to migrate during the first migration. She was
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the first Hashimi born to the Hashimi tribe.

Her Death:

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When Fatimah, the mother of Ali, died, the
Prophet # dressed his shirt over her and lay down on his side with
her in her grave. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allih, what did she
do (to deserve this honor)?!” He said, “There was no one other than
Aba Talib who was kinder to me than she was. I only dressed her in
my shirt so she can be dressed in the garments of Paradise, and I lay
down beside her so the grave would be easy upon her.””!

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ASMA'  BINT ‘UMAYS BIN MABAD BIN
AL-HARITH AL-KHATH'AMIYYAH

She is Umm ‘Abdillah, from those first and foremost to migrate. It
is said that she embraced Islam before the Messenger of Allah %
entered the house of Arqam?. She migrated to Abyssinia with her
husband, Jafar bin Abi Talib. There, she gave birth to her children
‘Abdullah, Muhammad, and ‘Awn.

Then she migrated with her husband—]Ja'far bin Abi Talib—to
Madinah in 7 AH. Ja'far bin Abi Talib was martyred at the Battle
of Mu'tah.

Her Second Marriage:
Then she married Aba Bakr as-Siddiq and gave birth to their son

Muhammad while in a state of ihrim, and she performed the
Farewell Pilgrimage.

‘A'ishah # said:

! Al-Isti zbah i Marifih al-As'hab 13/108

2 Translator’s note: The house of Arqam was the home of al-Arqam bin Abi Arqam. His
home was a safe haven in Makkah for the earliest Muslims who entered Islim.
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Asma' bint ‘Umays—Aba Bakr’s wife—experienced postpar-
tum bleeding after giving birth to Muhammad bin Abi Bakr in
Shajarah?, and the Messenger of Allih £ told Abii Bakr to tell her

to make ghusl and enter ihram.*

Before Aba Bakr died, he stipulated that his wife Asma' bint
‘Umays should wash his body upon his death. And on the day he
was dying, she was fasting, so he obligated her to break her fast
because it would give her more strength.

‘Abdullah bin Abi Bakr said that Asma' bint ‘Umays washed Abi
Bakr as-Siddiq when he died. Then she went out and asked some

of the Muhgjirin who were there, “I am fasting and this is an
extremely cold day. Do I have to make ghusl?” They said, “No.”

At the end of the day, right before sunset, Asma' remembered her
oath to her husband to break her fast, so she asked for water and
said, “By Allah, today I will not follow his death by disobeying

him.”

When ‘Umar became the caliph, he gave her a stipend of 1,000
dirham®.
Her Third Marriage:

‘Ali bin Abi Talib then married her. She gave birth to their children
Yahya and ‘Awn.

Her Two Migrations:
The hadith of Abii Misi has been collected in Al-Bukbiri and

? Translator’s note: Shajarah refers to Dhul-Hulayfah, which is the migar from which
the people of Madinah enter ihrim.

4 Sahih Muslim 1209
5 Muwatta' Malik 525
¢ Collected by Ibn Sad (8/284).
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Muslim. He said, “The news of the migration of the Prophet (from
Makkah to Madinah) reached us while we were in Yemen. So we
set out as emigrants towards him. We were (three): I and my two
brothers. I was the youngest of them, and one of the two was Aba
Burdah, and the other was Abt Ruhm, and our total number was
either 53 or 52 men from my people. We got on board a boat, and
our boat took us to an-Najashi in Abyssinia. There, we met Ja'far
bin Abi Talib and stayed with him. Then we all came (to Madinah)
and met the Prophet £ at the time of the conquest of Khaybar.

“The Prophet £ allocated a share to us from the Battle of Khaybar.
And in most cases, a share would only be given to those present at
the battle, not those who were absent, but he made an exception for
us. Some of the people who were present at the battle used to say
to us—meaning, the people of the ship—"We have migrated before
you.

“Asma’ bint ‘Umays came with us from Abyssinia. When she arrived
in Madinah, she visited Hafsah, the wife of the Prophet £ and the
daughter of ‘Umar. ‘Umar said to his daughter Hafsah, “Who is
that? Is that the woman from Abyssinia, the woman from the sea’?’
‘Umar #2 said to her, ‘O woman from Abyssinia, we have migrated
before you; we have more right to the Messenger of Allah than you.’
She said to “‘Umar, “You have surely spoken the truth. You were with
the Messenger of Allih &, feeding the hungry and teaching the
ignorant, while we were distant and repelled. By Allah, I will surely
mention this to the Messenger of Alldh #.” The Messenger of Allih
£ said:
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““They do not have more right to me than you all. He and his
Companions migrated once, while you—the people of the boat—
migrated twice.””®
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7 Translator’s note: Meaning, the woman who migrated to Abyssinia by way of the sea.

8 Sahih al-Bukhdiri 4230; Sahih Muslim 2502
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Asma' bint ‘Umays # said:
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“O Messenger of Allah, they alleged that we are not from the
Mubhajiriin (those who migrated).” He said, “Whoever says that is

incorrect. There are two migrations for you all: you migrated to
Abyssinia and you migrated to me.”

oy

Ash-Sha’bi said, “The first person to cover a woman’s shroud with a
coffin was Asma'; she learned this from what she saw the Christians
doing in Abyssinia.”

Her Cleverness:

While Asma' was married to ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, her two sons—
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr and Muhammad bin Ja'far—had a
dispute, with each one saying, “I am nobler than you; my father
was better than your father.” ‘Ali said to her, “Decide the matter
between them.” She said to them, “I have not seen a youth from the
Arabs better than Ja'far. And I have not seen an elder better than
Abt Bakr.” ‘Al said, “If you would have given any other answer, 1
would have been upset with you; but you didn’t say anything about
me.” Asma' replied, “Of the three, you were the least to choose.”*°

Her Narrations:

Asma' #2 has narrations which have been collected in the books of
hadith. Those who narrated from her include: her son ‘Abdullih bin
Ja'far, her nephew ‘Abdullah bin Shaddad, Sa'id bin al-Musayyib,
‘Urwah, ash-Sha’bi, al-Qasim bin Muhammad, and others.

She lived on after her husband ‘Ali bin Abi Talib was killed.

? Collected by Ibn Sad (8/281).
19 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/285).
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TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Asma' bint ‘Umays was married to two martyrs: Ja'far bin Abi Talib
and ‘Ali bin Abi Talib &. And she was married to two caliphs: Aba
Bakr as-Siddiq and ‘Ali bin Abi Talib &

Asma' bint ‘Umays had three sisters who were also from the noble
Companions:

1) Mayminah bint al-Harith was her sister by way of her
mother. She was married to the Messenger of Allih 2.

2) Umm al-Fadl Lubabah bint al-Harith was her sister by
way of her mother. She was married to al-Abbas, the uncle of the
Messenger of Allih .

3) Salma bint ‘Umays; she was married to the Lion of Allah
Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib, the uncle of the Prophet 2.

The Messenger of Allih £ said about them:
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The four sisters—Maymiinah, Umm al-Fadl, Salma, and Asma'
bint ‘Umays—are believing sisters of the same mother."

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ASMA' BINT ABI BAKR

She is Umm ‘Abdillah Asma' bint Abi Bakr bin ‘Abdillah bin Abi
Quhafah ‘Uthman. Her mother is Qutaylah bint ‘Abdil-‘Uzza
al-Amiriyyah. She is the mother of the caliph ‘Abdullih bin az-Zu-
bayr and the sister of the Mother of the Believers A'ishah.

She was the last of the Muhajirin from among the women to die.
She lived to be 100 years old and none of her teeth had fallen out;
rather, all her teeth remained healthy. She was older than ‘A'ishah

! Declared authentic by Shaykh al-Albani in Silsilah as-Sahihah (4/363).
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by about 10 years.

Her Narrations:

Those who narrated from her are: her sons ‘Abdullih and ‘Urwah,
her grandson ‘Abdullah bin ‘Urwah, and her great-grandson ‘Abbad
bin ‘Abdillah. Likewise, those who narrated from her were Ibn
‘Abbas, Aba Wagqid al-Laythi, Safiyyah bint Shaybah, Muhammad
al-Munkadir, and many others.

Her Bravery:

She participated in the Battle of Yarmik'? with her husband az-Zu-
bayr.

Her Noble Lineage:

Her grandfather, father, and son (Ibn az-Zubayr) were all
Companions; four generations of Companions #£. She migrated
when she was pregnant with ‘Abdullah.

Muslim al-Qurri said, “We entered upon the mother of az-Zubayr,
and she was a bulky blind woman. We asked her concerning Hajj
tamarttu’; she said:

%&jww\ww\‘jﬁ;&»;u
““Verily, the Messenger of Allah ££ permitted it.” "4

She was known as “the Owner of the Two Belts.” Asma' #2 said,
“I prepared the journey-food for the Messenger of Allih #£ in Aba
Bakr’s house when he intended to migrate to Madinah. I could not
find anything to tie the food container and the waterskin with. So
[ said to Aba Bakr, ‘By Allah, I do not find anything to tie (these
things) with except my waist belt.” He said, ‘Cut it into two pieces
and tie the waterskin with one piece and the food container with

' Translator’s note: The Battle of Yarmilk was a major battle between the army of the
Byzantine Empire and the Muslim army of the Rashidiin Caliphate. The Muslims were
victorious.

'* Translator’s note: Tamattu’ involves a complete ‘Umrah and a complete Hajj.

4 Sahih Muslim 1238

109



THE ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ISLAM FROM THE FIRST GENERATION

the other.”” She did so, and that was the reason for calling her the
Owner of the Two Belts.”

Asma' bint Abi Bakr #2 said, “When the Prophet # headed to
Madinah from Makkah, he took Abit Bakr and he gathered all
his wealth, which was five or six thousand. My grandfather Abi
Quhafah came to visit me, and at this time he had gone blind. He
said, “This man (Aba Bakr) put you in adversity. He deprived you
of himself and property.’” I # said, ‘No, on the contrary.’ I covered
some stones, took my grandfather’s hands, placed them on the
stones, and said, ‘He left this for us.” He said, ‘If he left this for you,
there is no blame upon him.””¢

Asma' bint Abi Bakr # said, “Abu Jahl came to me with a group
of men, so I went out to them. They said, “Where is your father?’
I said, ‘By Allah, I don’t know where he is.” Abii Jahl raised his
hand and slapped me once, making my earring fall off. Then they
left. Three days passed, and I did not know in what direction the
Messenger of Allah had traveled. Then a man from among the jinn
approached, and his voice could be heard at the top of Makkah. He

began to recite lines of poetry, saying:
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“‘May Allah, the Lord of mankind, reward the two comrades with

the best reward! They took a midday nap in the tent of Umm'
Ma’bad™8.’

“\Wheﬁ we heard this, we knew that the Messenger of Allih £ was
heading towards Madinah.”

Asma' would get headaches, so she would place her hand on her

5 Sahih al-Bukbdr: 2979
16 Collected by Ibn Is'haq (1/488) with an authentic chain of narration.

17 Translator’s note: Umm Mabad; her name was Atikah bint Khalid. The Prophet
%% passed by her tent along with Abii Bakr and the freed slave of Abii Bakr, Amir bin
Fuhayrah, when they migrated to Madinah.

18 Collected by Ibn Hisham (1/487).
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head and say, “This is due to my sins, and what Allih has forgiven

is more.”??

Asma' Married az-Zubayr bin al-Awém:

Asma' bint Abi Bakr #2 said, “When az-Zubayr married me, he
had no real property or any slaves or anything else except a camel
which drew water from the well, and his horse. I used to feed his
horse with fodder and draw water and patch the bucket for drawing
it, and prepare the dough, but I did not know how to bake bread.
So our Ansari neighbors used to bake bread for me, and they were
honorable ladies. I used to carry the datestones on my head from
Zubayr’s land given to him by the Messenger of Allih £, and this
land was about two miles from my house. One day, while I was
coming with the datestones on my head, I met the Messenger
of Allah along with some Angari people. He called me and then,
(directing his camel to kneel down) said, ‘7kA! Ikh!’ so as to make me
ride behind him on his camel. I felt shy to travel with the men and
remembered az-Zubayr and his sense of jealousy, as he was one of

those people who had the greatest sense of jealousy. The Messenger
of Allah £ noticed that I felt shy, so he proceeded.

“I came to az-Zubayr and said, ‘I met the Messenger of Allih %
while I was carrying a load of datestones on my head, and he had
some Companions with him. He made his camel kneel so that I
might ride, but I felt shy in his presence and remembered your sense
of jealousy.” Az-Zubayr said, ‘By Allah, your carrying of the dates-
tones (and you being seen by the Prophet in such a state) is more
shameful to me than your riding with him.” I continued serving in
this way until Aba Bakr sent me a servant to look after the horse,
whereupon I felt as if he had set me free.”?

The Quranic Verse Sent Down Concerning Her Situation:

Ibn az-Zubayr said, “This verse was sent down concerning Asma'.
Her mother’s name was Qutaylah. Her mother came to her with a

gift, but she did not accept it until she asked the Messenger of Allih

¥ Collected by Ibn Sad (8/251).
20 Sahih al-Bukbar: 5224
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£ 'Thus, the verse was sent down:
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“‘Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly
with those who fought not against you on account

of religion and did not drive you out of your homes.

Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity.’”
[Surah al-Mumtahanah 60:8]

Asma' #2 said:
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My mother came to me when she was a pagan. I consulted the
Messenger of Allah ££ and said, “O Messenger of Allah, my mother

has come to me, and she is expecting something; should I uphold
the ties of kinship with my mother?” He said, “Yes, uphold the ties
of kinship with your mother.”*'

Her Divorce:

‘Urwah? said, “Az-Zubayr hit Asma’, so she yelled for her son
‘Abdullah. When ‘Abdullah approached, az-Zubayr said, ‘If you
enter, your mother is divorced.” ‘Abdullah said, “Will you make my
mother liable for your oath?!’ So he rushed in and set her free. Thus,
she separated from him.”*

Hisham bin ‘Urwah said, “Az-Zubayr divorced Asma' and he took

2L Sahih al-Bukhdri 2620; Sahih Muslim 1003
22 Translator’s note: ‘Urwah is the son of az-Zubayr and Asma'.
% Collected by Ibn al-Athir in Asad al-Ghibah.

112




The Muhdjirin from the Female Companions

their son ‘Urwah with him, and ‘Urwah was young at the time.”**

Her Generosity:
Muhammad bin al-Munkadir said, “Asma’ bint Abi Bakr was a

generous soul.”

Ibn az-Zubayr said:
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I have never seen anyone more generous than ‘A'ishah and Asma',
yet their generosity was different. ‘A'ishah used to gather things,
and after they had been collected together, she would share them.
Asma' would not keep anything for the next day.”

‘Umar @2 used to give the women who migrated 1,000 dirham, and
from them was Umm ‘Abd? and Asma'.

When Asma' became sick, she freed every slave she had?.

Her Knowledge of Dream Interpretation:

Said bin al-Musayyib was the most proficient at interpreting
dreams, and he learned that from Asma', and she learned it from

her father?.

Asma’ said to her son, “O my dear son: live honorably and die
honorably, and don’t let anyone take you as a slave.”

Hisham bin ‘Urwah said, “When the thieves increased in Madinah
during the era of Said bin al-As, Asma' procured a dagger and

# Collected by Ibn Sad (8/253).

 Al-Adab al-Mufrad 280; authenticated by Shaykh al-Albani.

% Translator’s note: This is the mother of ‘Abdullih bin Mas'ad.
%7 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/251).

% Collected in At-Tabagar (6/124).
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placed it under her pillow. When asked why she did so, she said,
‘If a burglar enters upon me, I will split open his belly.” And by this
time, she was blind.”?

The Death of Her Son During the Fitnah of al-Hajjaj*:

‘Urwah said, “My brother and I visited my mother days before he
was killed, and she was in pain. ‘Abdullah said, ‘How are you?’ She
replied, ‘I am in pain.” He said, “Verily, there is relief in death.” She
said, ‘Perhaps you are hoping for me to die; dont do that” And
then she laughed. She went on to say, ‘I swear by Allah, I do not
want to die until one of two extremes occurs: either you are killed
so I can seek the reward through patience, or you are victorious so

I can be happy. And beware of compromising the truth due to your
fear of death.””*!

‘Abdullih bin az-Zubayr was killed and crucified in 73 AH. It
was said to Ibn ‘Umar, “Asma’ is in the corner of the masjid,” and
this was when Ibn az-Zubayr had been crucified. He went to her
and said, “These corpses are nothing; the souls are with Allh, so
have taqwa of Allah and be patient.” She said, “And what would
prevent me from being patient when the head of the prophet Yahya

bin Zakariyya Tarikh was given as a gift to a prostitute from the
Children of Israel??”

When al-Hajjaj killed Ibn az-Zubayr, he visited Asma' and said to
her, “O mother, the leader has ordered me to take care of you, so
do you have any needs?” She said, “I am not your mother. I am
the mother of the one who was crucified. I don’t have any needs,
but I have some words for you. I heard the Messenger of Allih
4 say, “There will appear from (the town of) Thagqif a liar and a
destroyer.” As for the liar, we have seen him (meaning, al-Mukhtar

® Collected by al-Hakim (4/64).

3 Translator’s note: Al-Hajjij bin Yasuf ath-Thaqafi was the governor of Iraq known
for his oppression and killing.

3! The History of Islim by Imam adh-Dhahabi (3/135).

32 Translator’s note: Stories of the Prophets by Ibn Kathir contains the story of the killing
of Prophet Yahya.
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ath-Thaqafi*®); as for the destroyer, then it is you.” So he stood up
and never returned to her.

In another narration, it mentions: Al-Hajjij went to Asma' and
said, “Verily, your son deviated and Allih caused him to taste a
grievous punishment.” She replied, “You are a liar. He was kind
to his mother, and he was steadfast in fasting and prayer. But it is
just as the Messenger of Allih # informed us when he said, ‘From
Thagqif there will appear two liars; the second will be worse than the
first, and he will be a destroyer.” Thus, you spoiled his life and he
spoiled your Hereafter.”

Asma' #2 supplicated to Allih that He not allow her to die until she
was able to shroud her son. Allah answered her supplication, as her
son was brought to her and she washed him with Zamzam water
and shrouded him, and she was blind at this time. She prayed the
funeral prayer for him, and less than a week passed by before Asma'
died #2. She was the last to die of the women who migrated.

Her Ahadith:

She narrated 58 ahidith. From those narrations is the well-known

narration collected in Al-Bukhdri: Asma' 2 said that the Messenger
of Allah £ said:
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I will be at the Pond waiting to see which of you will come to me.>

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM KULTHUM BINT ‘UQBAH BIN ABI MU'AYT

Umm Kulthiim bint ‘Ugbah was from those women who migrated.
She accepted Islam in Makkah and gave her pledge of allegiance. It
took her seven years to prepare to migrate. She migrated during the

Treaty of Hudaybiyyah.

% Translator’s note: From the Aadith of Ibn ‘Umar; the Prophet ¥ said, “In Thaqif
there is a liar and a destroyer.” Collected in Jami’ at- Tirmidhi (4324).

34 Sabih al-Bukbari 6593
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Quranic Verse Revealed About Her:

When Umm Kulthtim bint ‘Ugbah migrated to Madinah, she was
pursued by her two brothers, Walid and ‘Imarah, who were pagans
at the time. When her brothers arrived shortly after Umm Kulthim,
they went to the Messenger of Allah and said, “O Muhammad,
fulfill the condition.” This is because the condition of the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah was that whoever migrated to Madinah without the
permission of their guardian would be returned. Umm Kulthim
said, “O Messenger of Allah, will you return me to the disbeliev-
ers so they may put me to trial regarding my religion, and I might
not have the strength to endure? And the women are weak, as you

know.” Thus, Allah the Exalted sent down the verse:
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O you who believe! When believing women come to
you as emigrants, examine them; Allah knows best
as to their faith. Then if you ascertain that they are
true believers, send them not back to the disbeliev-
ers; they are not lawful (wives) for the disbelievers
nor are the disbelievers lawful (husbands) for them.

But give the disbelievers that (amount of money)
which they have spent [as their mahr] to them. And

—w

116




The Muhajiran from the Female Companions

there will be no sin on you to marry them if you
have paid their mahr to them. Likewise, hold not
the disbelieving women as wives, and ask for (the
return of) that which you have spent (as mabr)
and let them (the disbelievers, etc.) ask back for
that which they have spent. That is the judgment
of Allah. He judges between you. And Allah is
All-Knowing, All-Wise. And if any of your wives
have gone from you to the disbelievers, and you
have an accession (by the coming over of a woman
from the other side), then pay to those whose wives
have gone, the equivalent of what they had spent
(on their mahr). And fear Allih in Whom you

believe.

[Strah al-Mumtahanah 60:10-11]

Thus, he would ask them, “By Allah, did you only migrate due to
love of Allah, His Messenger, and Islim? And you did not migrate
for a husband or wealth?” If they swore they only migrated due to
love of Allah, His Messenger, and Islim, then he would not return
them to the disbelievers.

Her Marriage:

Umm Kultham did not have a husband in Makkah, so Zayd bin
Harithah married her. Then he divorced her, so ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin ‘Awf married her. She gave birth to their children Ibrihim and
Humayd. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf died while married to her. Next,
she married ‘Amr bin al-‘As, and she died while married to him.

She narrated 10 ahdidith. Those who narrated from her include her
sons Humayd and Ibrahim, and Busrah bint Safwin.

She died during the caliphate of ‘Ali &.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Umm Kultham bint ‘Uqgbah is the half-sister of ‘Uthmian bin
‘Affan; their mother was Arwa bint Kurayz.
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From the well-known ahddith narrated by her is the narration
collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Umm Kulthim bint ‘Ugbah
said, “I heard the Messenger of Allih £ say:

et Jye o s b o) char gl QNS
“‘He is not a liar who brings about reconciliation among people,
conveys good words, and says good things.’ %

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FATIMAH BINT QAYS

Fatimah bint Qays al-Fihriyyah was from those women who
migrated, and she was the sister of the Companion ad-Dahhak bin

Qays.

Her Marriage:

She was married to Aba ‘Amr bin Hafs bin al-Mughirah, then
he divorced her. After her divorce, three men sought her hand in
marriage. Fitimah bint Qays said, “The Messenger of Allah #2
said to me, “When your period of %ddah is over, inform me.” So I
informed him.” (By that time) Mu’awiyah, Aba Jahm, and Usamah
bin Zayd had given her the proposal of marriage. The Messenger
of Allih #£ said, “As far as Mu'awiyah is concerned, he is a poor
man without any property. As far as Aba Jahm is concerned, he
hits women; but Usamah bin Zayd...” She indicated with her hand
that she did not approve of the idea of marrying Usamah. But the

Messenger of Allah £ said:
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Obedience to Allah and obedience to His Messenger is better for

you.

She said, “So I married him, and I became an object of envy.”?

35 Sahih al-Bukhdiri 2546; Sahih Muslim 2605
36 Sahih Muslim 1480
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Her Ahadith:

She narrated the hadith concerning the woman who has been
divorced three times. She said that the Messenger of Allah £ said

about the woman who had been given an irrevocable divorce:

B Sy o

There is no lodging and maintenance allowance for her.”

Likewise, Fatimah bint Qays narrated the famous Aadith concern-
ing the Dajjal.?®

Those who narrated from her include ash-Sha’bi, Aba Salamah bin

‘Abdir-Rahmian, Abiai Bakr bin ‘Abdir-Rahmin bin al-Harith bin
Hisham, and others.

Fatimah bint Qays # died during Mu’awiyah’s caliphate.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ZAYNAB BINT ABI SALAMAH, THE STEPDAUGH-
TER OF THE PROPHET

She is Zaynab bint Abi Salamah bin ‘Abdil-Asad al-Makhziimi,
the stepdaughter of the Messenger of Allih #£ from his wife Umm
Salamah. Her brother was ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah. Their mother
gave birth to both of them in Abyssinia.

Her Ahadith:

She narrated a number of ahidith, narrating from the likes of
‘A'ishah, Zaynab bint Jahsh, Umm Habibah, and others. Those who
narrated from her include ‘Urwah, ‘Ali bin al-Husayn, al-Qasim bin
Muhammad, Aba Qilabah al-Jurmi, ‘Ata’, and many others.

Zaynab bint Abi Salamah said, “The Messenger of Allih #& was
with Umm Salamah when he placed Hasan on one side, Husayn

57 Sahih Muslim 1480
38 Sahih Muslim 2942
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on the other side, and Fatimah in front of him and said, ‘May the
mercy of Allah and His blessings be upon you, O household.””

Zaynab bint Abi Salamah died in 74 AH #2.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM KHALID BINT KHALID, THE LAST FEMALE
COMPANION TO DIE

She is Umm Khilid bint Khalid bin Abi Uhayhah S2'id bin al-As
bin Umayyah bin ‘Abdush-Shams bin ‘Abd Manaf al-Qurashiyyah.
She was born in Abyssinia. Her name was Amah.

She narrated two ahidith®. Those who narrated from her include
S2'id bin ‘Amr bin S2id bin al-As, Miisi bin ‘Ugbah, and others.
Her Marriage:

She married az-Zubayr bin al-Awam and gave birth to their
children ‘Umar and Khalid.

Her Death:

She was the last of the female Companions to die. She lived until

the days of the Companion Sahl bin Sad. She died in 91 AH.

Umm Khalid bint Khalid #2 said, “The day we left Abyssinia on the
two ships, I heard an-Najashi saying, ‘All of you convey my salim
to the Messenger of Allah from me.” Thus, I was from those who
conveyed the salam to the Messenger of Allah £ from an-Najashi.”#

Umm Khalid’s Gift & Du'a' From the Prophet 45:
Umm Khalid #2 said:
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¥ Translator’s note: Other scholars say she narrated seven ahddith.

4 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/1234).
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Some clothes were presented to the Messenger of Allah ¥ as a
gift and there was a black kbamis with it. The Prophet asked (his
companions), “To whom do you suggest we give this £bamist” The
people kept quiet. Then he said, “Bring me Umm Khalid.” So I was
carried to him (as I was a small girl at that time). And he dressed me
with it with his own hands and said twice, “May you live so long
that you will wear out many garments.” He then started looking
at the embroidery of that kbamis and said, “O Umm Khalid! This

is sand!” (Sand in the Ethiopian language means “beautiful”*'.)

Is'haq, a sub-narrator, said, “A woman of my family told me that
she had seen the khamis worn by Umm Khalid.”

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Both parents of Umm Khalid were Companions. Her father was
Khilid bin S2id and her mother was Aminah bint Khalaf &.

Abt ‘Abdillah said, “No woman lived as long as she did.”*?
Umm Khalid #2 said:
JZSJ\ u\.&;« oA 3 355 (..L.u) ade i Lo ‘5.,5\

I heard the Prophet £ seeking refuge with Allah from the punish-

ment of the grave.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM AL-FADL, THE MOTHER OF SIX NOBLE
COMPANIONS

She is Umm al-Fadl bint al-Harith bin Hazn bin Bujayr, the wife of

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 5845
2 Tabdhib at-Tahdbib 12/401
 Sahih al-Bukbari 6364
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al-Abbas (the uncle of the Prophet #£). She is the mother of six of

his noble sons:
e AL-Fadl bin al-Abbas
e ‘Abdullzh bin al-Abbas
« ‘Ubaydullih bin al-Abbs
« Quthum bin al-Abbas
« ‘Abdur-Rahman bin al-Abbs
« Ma'bad bin al-Abbas

Her name is Lubabah. She is the sister of the Prophets wife
Maymauanah, and she is the maternal aunt of Khalid bin al-Walid.
She is likewise the sister of Asma' bint ‘Umays, sharing the same
mother with her.

She was from the first and foremost to embrace Islam. It is said that
she was the first woman to accept Islaim after Khadijah.

Her son ‘Abdullah bin al-‘Abbas said:
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My mother and I were among the weak and oppressed; I was from
the children, and my mother was from the women.*

T

This indicates that both of them accepted Islim before al-‘Abbas,
and they were unable to migrate.

Umm al-Fadl was from the prominent women. After the conquest

of Makkah, al-‘Abbas took her to Madinah.

She narrated a number of #hdidith. Those who narrated from her
include her son ‘Abdullih bin al-‘Abbas, Anas bin Malik, ‘Abdullah
bin al-Harith, and others. Her narrations have been collected in the

six books of hadith.

4 Sahih al-Bukhiri 1357
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Her Death:
She died during ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan’s caliphate.

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Umm al-Fadl ¢ Abi Lahab:

Abu Raf?’, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allih £, was under
the care of al-Abbas while in Makkah, and he concealed his Islaim
due to the oppression of the pagans. Abi Lahab stayed behind
from the Battle of Badr. When Abii Sufyan returned from Badr,
Abu Lahab asked him, “Which side was victorious?” Aba Sufyan
replied, “They killed us however they wanted, and captured us
however they wanted, but I don’t blame our people.” Aba Lahab
said, “Why not?” Abu Sufyan said, “By Allah, I saw men dressed in
all white riding piebald horses, and nothing could harm them!”

Abt Rafi” said, “Upon hearing this, I said, “Those were angels!” So
Abt Lahab slapped me across my face, threw me to the ground,
and stood over me and began to beat me, until he was kneeling on
my chest. Umm al-Fadl stood up, grabbed a tent pole, and struck
Abt Lahab in the head, fracturing his skull. She said, ‘O enemy
of Allah, you think its okay to attack him because his master is
not here?!’” Aba Lahab’s wound became septic and he died seven
days later from an ulcer. His sons left his body inside his home for
two or three nights until his body began to decay. A man from the
Quraysh said, “Are you not ashamed to leave the decaying body
of your father in his home?” They replied, “We are afraid of the
ulcer.” So they then sent in slaves to remove his body. It was hosed
with water from a distance, and then pushed with poles into a grave
outside Makkah, and stones were thrown over it.#

The mother of Umm al-Fadl Lubibah is Hind bint ‘Awf al-Harith.
She is known as “the noblest mother-in-law.” This is because the
Prophet £ married her daughter Maymiinah; al-Abbas married her
daughter Lubabah the Elder; Ja'far bin Abi Talib, Abci Bakr as-Sid-
diq, and ‘Ali bin Abi Talib were all married to her daughter Asma'

% Collected by al-Hakim (5415) and at-Tabarani (907).
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bint ‘Umays; Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib married her daughter

Salma bint ‘Umays; and al-Walid bin al-Mughirah married her
daughter Lubabah the Younger.
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- THE ANSAR

FROM THE FEMALE COMPANIONS

1) Umm ‘Imarah Nusaybah bint Ka'b

2) Umm Sulaym Rumaysa'

3) Umm Haram bint Milhan

4) Umm ‘Atiyyah Nasibah bint al-Harith
5) Asma' bint Yazid bin as-Sakn

6) Ar-Rubayyi’ bint Mu'awwidh

7) Barirah, the freed slave of ‘A'ishah

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM ‘IMARAH NUSAYBAH BINT KA'B BIN ‘AMR
BIN ‘AWF BIN MABDHUL, THE WARRIOR

She is Umm ‘Imarah Nusaybah bint Ka'b bin Mabdhiil, the Warrior
from the Ansar of Madinah. Her brothers are ‘Abdullih bin Ka'b
al-Mazini, who fought in the Battle of Badr, and ‘Abdur-Rahman.

Her Marriages:
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She married Zayd bin Asim and gave birth to their two sons Habib
and ‘Abdullah. When he died, she married Ghaziyyah bin ‘Amr and
gave birth to their children Tamim and Khawlah.

The Pledge:

Umm ‘Imirah was one of two women who were physically present

at the Pledge of ‘Aqabah.!

Her Bravery:

Umm ‘Imarah participated in the Battle of Uhud; she witnessed
the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. She participated in the Battle of
Hunayn and the Battle of Yamamah. She fought in these battles
and performed bravely.

The Battle of Uhud.:

Translator’s note:

During the Battle of Uhud, the Messenger of Allih € placed
the archers at the rear to guard the Muslims from attack. He
commanded them to never leave their position, even if they saw the
Muslims collecting the spoils of war, unless told to do so by him.
'The Muslims won the initial battle and the pagans fled. Upon seeing
this, many of the archers left their position to collect the spoils of
war. Khalid bin al-Walid, who was a pagan at this time, noticed that
most of the archers had left their position, so he attacked the rear
flank, killing the remaining archers and inflicting heavy casualties
upon the Muslims. The pagans surrounded the Prophet £ and the
Muslims while other Muslim fighters fled. Here is the account of
Nusaybah bint Ka'b during the Battle of Uhud.

End of translator’s note

Nusaybah bint Kab fought in the Battle of Uhud alongside her
husband Ghaziyyah and her two sons from her previous marriage,
Habib bin Zayd and ‘Abdullah bin Zayd. She would go out with
a waterskin to retrieve water and she would fight, and she fought

! Translator’s note: This was the pledge to listen to, obey, support, and defend the
Prophet £ in good times and difficult times.
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capably. Her grandson Damrah bin S2id spoke about his grand-
mother, saying, “She said she heard the Messenger of Allih £
saying:
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“‘Surely, the stance of Nusaybah bint K2’b today was better than
the stance of so-and-so.””

She was seen that day fighting fiercely. She would hold her garment
up by the middle as she fought, such that she suffered 12 significant
injuries during the Battle of Uhud. She fought Ibn Qami’ah and he
stabbed her in her shoulder, causing her a severe injury which she
treated for a year. The Prophet £ said, “I did not look to my right
or to my left except that I saw Umm ‘Imarah fighting beside me.”

Nusaybah bint Ka'b #2 said, “I saw the people dispersing from
the Messenger of Allah £, so there only remained 10 fighters to
protect him. I was there with my two sons and my husband stand-
ing in front of the Prophet, defending him. I was fighting without a
shield. As the people were fleeing, I saw a man fleeing the battlefield
with a shield. I said to him, “Throw your shield to someone who
will fight” He threw his shield and I caught it and began shielding
the Prophet # with it. It was only the horsemen that gained the
upper hand on us. If they had been on foot like us, we would have
defeated them inshaAllah. 1 engaged a horseman and he attempted
to strike me, but I blocked him with the shield so he couldnt do
anything; thus, he turned away. As he tried to ride away, I struck his
horse on its hamstring, causing it to fall on its back. The Prophet £
began yelling, ‘O Ibn ‘Imarah—your mother, your mother!” So my
sons helped me finish the soldier.”

‘Abdullah bin Zayd said, “She (Nusaybah) was severely injured
that day and her blood would not cease to flow. The Prophet ¥
said, ‘Bandage your wound.” My mother turned to me and began
to bandage her wounds. The Prophet £ was standing and he said,

2 Al-Isibah 41457
® At-Tabagar 8/413, 414
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‘Attack, my sons; strike them.” And he said, “Who can endure what
y
you can endure, O Umm ‘Imarah?!’”

Nusaybah #2 said, “The man who injured my son came towards
me. The Messenger of Allah #£ said, “That is the man who injured
your son.” So I attacked him and hit him in his leg, causing him
to kneel down. I saw the Prophet & smiling such that I saw his
molar teeth. He said, ‘Retaliate, O Umm ‘Imirah.” Then we started
striking him with the sword until he died. The Prophet £ said, ‘All
praises belong to Allah, Who has made you victorious.””

‘Abdullah bin Zayd #2 said, “I fought in the Battle of Uhud.
When the people abandoned the Prophet #, my mother and I
stood next to him, defending him. He said to me, ‘(Is that) Ibn
Umm ‘Imarah?’ I said, ‘Yes.” He said, “Throw, so I threw a rock at a
horseman in front of me and it hit his horse in the eye, causing the
horse to flip and land on top of its rider. So I struck the man with
another rock while the Prophet £ smiled. The Prophet € looked
at my mother’s injury to her shoulder and said, “Your mother, your
mother! Bandage her wound! O Allah, make them my companions
in Paradise!’ I said, T don’t care what happens to me in this world
(due to his supplication).” ™

The Battle of Yamamah:

Translator’s note:

After the death of the Prophet £, some of the Arab tribes apostated
from Islam. Some of them followed Musaylimah the Liar. Thus,
Abt Bakr waged war against them.

End of translator’s note

Muhammad bin Yahya bin Hibban said, “Umm ‘Imarah received
12 injuries during the Battle of Uhud and her hand was cut off
during the Battle of Yamamah. Other than her hand, she suffered
11 injuries. When she arrived in Madinah with her injuries, Aba
Bakr would check on her; this was during his caliphate.”

# Collected by Ibn Sad (8/414, 415).
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Her Sons:
Her son Habib bin Zayd was cut into pieces by Musaylimah the

Liar.

Her son ‘Abdullah, who narrated the hadith concerning the wudi'
of the Messenger of Allih £ is also the Companion who deliv-
ered the death blow to Musaylimah the Liar with his sword. He was
killed in the Battle of al-Harrah.

Her Abhadith:

Umm ‘Imarah Nusaybah bint Ka'b #2 narrated a number of
ahidith.

Umm ‘Imarah #2 said:
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We brought some food to him and some people with him were
fasting. The Prophet £ said, “If someone eats in the presence of
the fasting person, the angels send salutations upon him.”¢

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM
Musaylimah the Liar & Umm Imarabh’s Sons:

When Musaylimah the Liar claimed prophecy, the Prophet &
authored a letter and sent it to him by way of Habib bin Zayd.
Musaylimah did not respect the code of not harming the messen-
gers. Thus, he captured Habib and punished him. Musaylimah said
to Habib, “Do you bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah?” Habib replied, “Yes.” Musaylimah said, “Do you bear
witness that I am the Messenger of Allah?” Habib replied, “I'm
deaf; I can’t hear you.” Musaylimah continued to question him in

> Translator’s note: ‘Abdullah bin Zayd said, “He rinsed his mouth and snuffed up wa-
ter from one hand, doing that three times.” (Sunan Abi Dawiid 119; declared authentic

by al-Albani.)
¢ Sunan Ibn Majab 1820; graded hasan.
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this manner, with Habib giving the same answer. Musaylimah the
Liar would cut off one of Habib’s limbs each time he answered,

until Habib died as a martyr 2.7

During the Battle of Yamamah, the noble Companion Wahshi
bin Harb from Ethiopia—who had previously killed Hamzah, the
uncle of the Prophet, before he embraced Islim—threw a spear and
fatally wounded Musaylimah the Liar. ‘Abdullih bin Zayd dealt the
final blow to Musaylimah with his sword. When Umm ‘Imarah

learned that her son had dealt the final blow, she prostrated in grati-
tude towards Allah.3

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM SULAYM RUMAYSA'

She is Umm Sulaym Rumaysa' bint Milhan bin Khalid bin Zayd
bin Haram. Others have said that her first name is Ghumaysa', or

Sahlah, or Unayfah, or Rumaythah.

She is the mother of Anas bin Malik, the servant of the Messenger
of Allah €.

Umm Sulaym first married Malik bin an-Nadr and gave birth to
their son Anas bin Malik. After they separated and he died, she
married Aba Talhah Zayd bin Sahl al-Ansari. She gave birth to their
sons Aba ‘Umayr and ‘Abdullah.

Umm Sulaym & Her Son Anas bin Malik Embrace Islim:

Is'haq bin ‘Abdillih said about his grandmother Umm Sulaym,
“She believed in the Messenger of Allah #£. She narrated her story,
saying: Abi Anas came, and he had been absent. He said to her,
‘Did you turn®?’ She replied, ‘T did not turn; rather, I believed.’
Then she said to her son Anas, ‘Say: I testify that nothing has the

7 Al-Isdbah 31329
8 Al-Bidiyah wan-Nihayah by Ibn Kathir (6/323).

? Translator’s note: This phrase is used when a person abandons their religion and
adopts another religion.
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right to be worshiped except Allah, and I testify that Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah.” Anas did so and embraced Islam. His
father Malik said to Umm Sulaym, ‘Don’t corrupt my son against
me!” She replied, T am not corrupting him!” Malik left them in a
state of anger, intending to go to Shim, when he encountered his
enemy and his enemy killed him. Umm Sulaym said, ‘Certainly, I
will not wean Anas until he leaves breast milk on his own, and I will
not marry until Anas tells me to.””

A Wise Mother:

Anas @ said, “Umm Sulaym took me to the Messenger of Allah £
and said, ‘Here is Anas; he is going to serve you. Supplicate to Allah
on his behalf.” The Prophet £ said:
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“‘O Allah, increase his wealth and his progeny, and confer bless-
ings upon him in everything You have bestowed upon him.””*°

In another narration, he said:
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O Allah, increase his wealth and his offspring and enter him into

Paradise.!!

Anas would say, “My daughter Aminah informed me that there
were more than 129 of my offspring buried when Hajjaj appeared.
And I have a garden in Madinah that bears fruit twice a year, and I
am hoping for the third.” (Meaning, entering Paradise.)

Anas bin Malik lived to be 125 years old.

The Greatest Dowry:

Aba Talhah proposed to Umm Sulaym while he was still a pagan.
She said, “By Allah, a man like you is not rejected, but you are a

10 Sahih Muslim 2480
! Collected by al-Bayhagqi (6/194).
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disbeliever and I am a Muslim. And it is not permissible for me to
marry you. Dont you know, O Aba Talhah, that your gods were
sculpted by ‘Abd from the family of so-and-so, and if you were to
ignite them with fire, they would surely burn?! If you embrace Islam,
that will suffice as my dowry, and I will not ask you for anything
else.” So he left while that was in his heart. Then he returned and
said, “I have accepted that which you presented to me.” Thus, her
dowry was nothing other than Islam.

The Prophet % Would Visit Umm Sulaym’s Family':

Anas bin Malik said, “The Prophet £ used to visit Umm Sulaym,
and she would present something prepared specially for him. I had
a younger brother called Aba ‘Umayr. He had a sparrow with which
he played, but it died. So one day, the Prophet # came to see him
and saw him grieved. He asked, “Why is he sorrowed?” The people
replied, ‘His sparrow has died.” He then said:

?;;3\ ;Fe G e
“Aba ‘Umayr! What has happened to the little sparrow
(an-nughayr)3?”

24l g

Anas said, “The Messenger of Allih £ would not enter anyone’s
home in Madinah other than that of Umm Sulaym and those of his
wives. He was asked about that and he replied:

w \A }"‘ Jo\9 > ° ‘j‘
“‘I take pity on her; her brother was killed alongside me.” 4
Her brother was Haram bin Milhan, the martyr who said during

the Battle of the Well of Ma’tinah when he was stabbed in the back,
“I swear by the Lord of the Ka'bah, I have succeeded.” And the

12 Translator’s note: Imam an-Nawawi said, “Umm Sulaym and her sister Umm Haram
were malram for the Prophet #. They were his maternal aunts through breastfeeding,”
(Explanation of Sahih Muslim)

B Sunan Abi Dawiid 4969
Y Sahih al-Bukbari 2844
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bayonet was seen protruding through his chest #2."

Umm Sulaym #2 said, “The Messenger of Allah £ would take the
midday nap in my home, and I would lay out a leather mat for him.
One day, he slept on it and he sweated profusely, and I collected his
sweat and put it in a perfume bottle. The Messenger of Allah &
said, ‘Umm Sulaym, what is this?’ I said, ‘It is your sweat, which
I put in my perfume. And I am taking the blessings which come
from you.” '

Ibn Sirin said, “I requested some of this perfume from Umm
Sulaym, so she gave me some as a gift.” Ayyub said, “I requested
some of this perfume from Muhammad bin Sirin and he gave
me some as a gift, and I have it with me up until now. And when
Muhammad bin Sirin died, he was perfumed with this perfume.”

Umm Sulaym Was Promised Paradise:
Anas said that the Prophet #£ said:
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I entered Paradise and I heard some footsteps in front of me, and
there was Ghumaysa' bint Milhan."”

A Wise & Caring Wife:
Anas bin Malik #2 said, “My mother (Umm Sulaym) gave birth to
a son and sent me with him to the Messenger of Allih 5. I said,

“This is my brother, so he took him and softened a date and rubbed
it on his palate.”'

15 Translator’s note: Asim said, “Never did I notice the Messenger of Allah £ so much
grieved (at the loss of a) small army as I saw him grieved at those 70 men who were
called ‘the reciters’ and were killed at the well of Ma'inah; and he invoked curses for a
full month upon their murderers.” (Sahih Muslim 677)

16 Sabih Muslim 2332
V7 Sahih al-Bukhbari 7134
18 Sahih Muslim 2144
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Anas said, “The son of Umm Sulaym (Abii “Umayr) became sick?.
When Aba Talhah went to the masjid, he died. Umm Sulaym said
to her family, ‘No one inform him of the death of his son until I
inform him.’
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“When Aba Talhah returned, he said, ‘How is my son doing?” Umm

Sulaym—who was the boy’s mother—said, ‘He is more peaceful
now than he was before.” She brought him his dinner and he ate.

“After dinner, Aba Talhah lay down to sleep. Umm Sulaym
perfumed herself and lay next to him and they were intimate. At the
end of the night, Umm Sulaym said, ‘O Aba Talhah, if some people
borrow something from another family and then (the members of

the family) ask for its return, would they refuse to give it back to
them?” He said, ‘No.” She said:
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““Verily, your son was a loan from Allah, and He took his soul.

Thus, say: “Verily, from Allah we come and to Hlm we return” and
praise Allah.’

“Aba Talhah got angry and said, ‘You left me uninformed until I
stained myself, and then you told me about my son.” He went to
the Messenger of Allih # and informed him about the matter.
Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah £ said:

LS BTl By
“‘May Allah bless the night you spent together!’

“Umm Sulaym #2 became pregnant that night. Thereafter, she gave
birth to a boy. Abi Talhah said to me (Anas), “Take the boy and
carry him to the Prophet £, and he sent some dates with me. The

Y Translator’s note: Imam adh-Dhahabi said her son who became sick was Abi
‘Umayr, the owner of the bird mentioned previously.
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Prophet # took a date, chewed it, and put it in the mouth of the
baby and rubbed the chewed date around the baby’s gum, and he
named him ‘Abdullah.”?

‘Abayah said, “I saw ‘Abdullih and he had seven sons; all of them

had memorized the Qur'an.”*

Her Courage:
She participated in the Battles of Hunayn and Uhud. She is from

the virtuous women.

Muhammad bin Sirin said, “Umm Sulaym was with the Messenger

of Allah during the Battle of Uhud and she had a dagger with her.”**

Her son Anas said, “Umm Sulaym carried a dagger during the
Battle of Hunayn. Abii Talhah said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Umm
Sulaym has a dagger with her!” She said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, if

any pagan gets close to me, I am going to rip his stomach open with
it.) "2

Her Ahadith:

She narrated 14 ahidith.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM HARAM BINT MILHAN, THE MARTYR

She is Umm Harim bint Milhan bin Khalid bin Zayd bin Haram,
the sister of Umm Sulaym and the maternal aunt of Anas bin Malik.
She is the wife of ‘Ubadah bin as-Samit.

She is from the noble Companions. Those who narrated from her
include Anas bin Malik and others.

20 Sahih al-Bukhari 5470; Sahih Muslim 2144
2 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/434).

2 Collected by Ibn Sad in A¢-Tabaqat (8/425).
2 Collected by Ibn Sad in A¢-Tabagat (8/425).
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Anas bin Malik said:
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The Prophet £ visited us and it was only me, my mother, and Umm
Haram, my aunt. He said, “Stand so I may lead you in prayer.” This
was not at the time of a prescribed prayer.?*

Umm Haram is Promised Martyrdom:

Anas bin Malik said, “Whenever the Messenger of Allih £ went to
Quba’, he used to visit Umm Harim bint Milhan, who would offer
him meals; and she was the wife of ‘Ubadah bin as-Samit. One
day, he went to her house and she offered him a meal, and after
that he slept, and then he woke up smiling. She (Umm Haram)
said, ‘T asked him, “What makes you smile, O Messenger of Allih?”
He said, “Some people of my ummah were displayed before me as
warriors fighting for Allah’s cause and sailing over this sea, like kings
on thrones.” I (Umm Haram) said, “O Messenger of Allah! Invoke
Allah that He may make me one of them.” He invoked Allah for me
and then lay his head down and slept again, and then he woke up
smiling. I asked, “What makes you smile, O Messenger of Allih?”
He said, “Some people of my followers were displayed before me as
warriors fighting for Allah’s cause and sailing over this sea, like kings
on thrones.” I (Umm Haram) said, “O Messenger of Allah! Invoke
Allah that He may make me one of them.” He said, “You will be
among the first ones.”” Umm Harim and her husband ‘Ubadah bin
ag-Samit participated in a battle on the sea. Upon their return, her
donkey was brought to her to ride. The donkey knocked her down,
breaking her neck, and she died #2.%

This was known as the Battle of Cyprus during ‘Uthman’s caliphate.

Her ahidith have been collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim.

% Sahih Muslim 660
B Sahih al-Bukhairi 6282, 6283
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The Europeans visit her grave site.?

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

UMM ‘ATIYYAH NASIBAH BINT AL-HARITH

She is Nasibah bint al-Harith; others have said her name is Nasibah
bint Ka’b.
Her Knowledge:

She is considered from the scholars of the Companions. She
narrated several ahddith.

She washed the body of Zaynab, the daughter of the Prophet &,
after her death.

Those who narrated from her include: Muhammad bin Sirin and his
sister Hafsah bint Sirin, Umm Sharahil, ‘Abdul-Malik bin ‘Umayr,
and others. Her ahidith are collected in the six books of hadith.

She lived to be in her 70s.
She is the one who said:
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We were prevented from following the funeral, but that was not

made binding on us.”’

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

Umm ‘Atiyyah Nasibah witnessed seven battles with the Messenger
of Allah #. She would take food to the fighters and nurse the

wounded.?®

* Translator’s note: This place is known as Hala Sultan Tekke. The people of innova-
tion have made this site into a shrine.

77 Sunan Ibn Mijah 1644
8 Asad al-Ghiabah 71280
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ASMA' BINT YAZID BIN AS-SAKN

She is Asma' bint Yazid bin as-Sakn, Umm Amir and Umm
Salamah al-Ansari. She is the paternal cousin of Mu'adh bin Jabal
&. She was A'ishah’s maid. She was known for her intelligence and

piety.

Asma' bint Yazid #2 is from those women who migrated and fought
in battles.

She narrated several ahidith from the Messenger of Allih £. Those
who narrated from her include her freed slave Muhajir, Mujihid,
Is'haq bin Rashid, and others.

Asma' bint Yazid said, “Some food was brought to the Prophet #£

and it was offered to us. We said, “We do not have any appetite for
it.” He said:

“‘Do not combine hunger and lies.””?

She killed nine Romans with a pole from her tent during the Battle
of Yarmuk.*

She attended the Pledge of Ridwan, also known as the Pledge
Under the Tree.”’ And she gave her pledge of allegiance.

She was nicknamed “the Female Orator” (Khatibah an-Nisa).

Asma' bint Yazid was the first divorced woman to observe a waiting
period. ‘Amr bin Muhajir narrated from his father that Asma' bint
Yazid bin as-Sakn was divorced in the time of the Messenger of
Allah #. No waiting period was prescribed for a divorced woman at

® Sunan lbn Majah 3423
30 Collected by Ibn Hajar in Al-Isabab (4/229).

3! Translator’s note: The Messenger of Allah # said, “None of those who gave the
pledge under the tree shall enter the Fire.” (Jami’ at- Tirmidhi 4233)
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that time. When Asma' was divorced, Allah the Exalted sent down
the injunction of the waiting period for divorce. She is the first of
the divorced women about whom the verse relating to the waiting
period was sent down.??

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

AR-RUBAYYI' BINT MU AWWIDH

She is ar-Rubayyi’ bint Muawwidh bin ‘Afra' al-Ansariyyah from
Banun-Najar. She is the mother of Muhammad bin Iyas bin al-Bu-
kayr.

The Messenger of Allah 45 visited her the morning of her wedding.
Ar-Rubayyi’ bint Mu’awwidh said:
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After the consummation of my marriage, the Prophet £ came and

sat on my bed as far from me as you are sitting now, and our little
girls started beating the duff and reciting verses mourning our

fathers, who had been killed in the Battle of Badr. One of them

said, “Among us is a prophet who knows what will happen tomor-
row.” On that, the Prophet said, “Omit this (saying) and keep on
saying the verses which you had been saying before.”>

She lived a long life, dying during ‘Abdul-MaliK’s caliphate 70-some
years after the migration #2.

She narrated 21 ahddith which are collected in the six books of
hadith. Those who narrated from her include Abti Salamah bin
‘Abdur-Rahman, Sulayman bin Yasar, and others.

%2 Sunan Abi Dawnid 2281; declared hasan by al-Albani.
3 Sabih al-Bukbdiri 4852
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Her father Muwawwidh was from the major participants in the

Battle of Badr. He killed Abi Jahl in this battle.

Ar-Rubayyi’” #2 said, “I took some perfume from Asmi' bint
Mukharribah, the mother of Abi Jahl. I said to her, “Write a bill for
me, and write it for ar-Rubayyi’ bint Mu'awwidh.” She replied, “You
are the daughter of the one who killed his master.’ I replied, “No;
rather, I am the daughter of the one who killed his slave.” She said,
‘By Allah, I will never sell you anything.’ 7%

Her Khula™

Ar-Rubayyi’ #2 said, “Some words were exchanged between me and
my cousin (who was her husband). So I said to him, ‘You can have
everything I own if you grant me separation.” He replied, “These
are your words which you have said.” By Allah, he took everything
I owned, even my bed. So I went to ‘Uthmin & and mentioned
this to him. And during these days, he was under siege. ‘Uthman &2
said, “The condition has the most right to ownership, so take every-
thing she has, even her hairband if you like.””

TRANSLATOR’S ADDENDUM

The grandmother of ar-Rubayyi’ bint Muawwidh was ‘Afra". ‘Afra’
#2 gave birth to seven sons who all fought in the Battle of Badr
alongside the Messenger of Allih €&.%

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

BARIRAH, THE FREED SLAVE OF ‘A'ISHAH

She is Barirah, the freed slave of the Mother of the Believers ‘A'ishah

2

She narrated a Aadith which has been collected in An-Nasd'. Those
who narrated from her included ‘Abdul-Malik bin Marwan and
others.

% Collected in Az-Tabagat (8/447).
3 Al-Isabah 13/48
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A'ishah #2 said, “Barirah came to me and said, ‘My people
(masters) have written the contract for my emancipation for nine
awdgq of gold to be paid in yearly installments, one #giyyah per year,
so help me.”” A'ishah said (to her), “If your masters agree, I will pay
them the whole sum, provided the right of inheritance will be for
me.” Barirah went to her masters and told them about it, but they
refused the offer, and she returned from them while the Messenger
of Allah #§ was sitting. She said, “I presented the offer to them,
but they refused unless the right of inheritance would be for them.”
When the Prophet % heard that, he said to A'ishah, “Buy Barirah
and then set her free, and let them stipulate whatever they like. The
right of inheritance is for the one who frees the slave.”

‘A'ishah did so. After that, the Messenger of Allah £ got up amidst
the people, glorified and praised Allah, and said, “What is wrong
with some people who stipulate things which are not in Allih’s
laws? Any condition which is not in Allih’s laws is invalid, even
if there were a hundred such conditions. Allih’s rules are the most
valid, and Allah’s conditions are the most solid. The wali'is for the
one who frees the slave.”%

Her Divorce After Freedom:

When Barirah was freed, she was given the choice to stay with her
husband or leave him.

Ibn ‘Abbas @2 said:
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Barirah’s husband was a slave called Mughith. It is as if I can see

% Sahih al-Bukhari 2729
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him now, walking behind her and weeping, with tears running
down his cheeks. The Prophet £ said to ‘Abbas, “O ‘Abbas, are you
not amazed by the love of Mughith for Barirah, and the hatred of
Barirah for Mughith?” And the Prophet said to her, “Why don’t
you take him back, for he is the father of your child:” She said, “O
Messenger of Allah, are you commanding me (to do so)?” He said,
“Nos; rather, I am interceding.” She said, “I have no need of him.”%

57 Sunan Ibn Majah 2153
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% ASIYAH bint al-Harith as-Sadiyyah is the sister of the
Messenger of Allah £ through breastfeeding.

<+ AMINAH bint ‘Affan is the sister of ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan. She
was a hairdresser during the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance. She
accepted Islam during the conquest of Makkah. She, along with
Hind (the wife of Abu Sufyan), were among those women who
gave the pledge to the Messenger of Allah #£ to not associate any

partners with Allah, nor steal or fornicate. She was married to
al-Hakam bin Kaysin.

< ABRAHAH al-Habashiyyah was from the servants of an-Na-
jashi, the king of Abyssinia. She was with Umm Habibah when
an-Najashi married her to the Prophet £5.

% ARWA bint Abil-As is the paternal aunt of ‘Uthmin bin ‘Affan.

She was among the women who gave their pledge during the

conquest of Makkah.
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% ARWA bint Kurayz is the mother of ‘Uthman bin ‘Affin. She
accepted Islam, migrated to Madinah, and gave her pledge to the

Messenger of Allah ££. She remained there until she died at the age
of 90.

% ARWA bint al-Muqawwim bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib is the first
cousin of the Prophet #. She was married to Abi Sufyin bin
al-Harith.

% ASMA' bint Anas bin Mudrik is the wife of Khailid bin al-Walid.

% ASMA' bint ‘Amr, known as Umm Man? and Umm Shubath,
is the paternal cousin of Mu’adh bin Jabal. She participated in the
Battle of Khaybar alongside her husband. She is one of only two
women who were physically present at the Pledge of ‘Agabah, the
other being Umm ‘Imarah. Umm ‘Imarah said, “The men were
shaking the hand of the Messenger of Allah £ on the night of the
Pledge of ‘Aqabah while al-‘Abbas was holding his hand. When it
was only Umm Mani’ and I remaining, my husband Ghaziyyah
called out, saying:
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“‘O Messenger of Allah, these two women are present with us to
give you the pledge.’

“The Messenger of Allah £ said:
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“‘T have accepted the pledge from both of them, and I do not shake
the hands of women.’””!

% AMAH al-Farisiyyah is the woman Salman al-Farisi met in
Madinah when he arrived there. Salman al-Farisi said, “When I
arrived in Madinah, I saw a woman from Isfahan who had embraced
Islim before me. I asked her about the Messenger of Allah £, and

! Collected by Ibn Sad from the narration of al-Wagqidi.
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thus she is the one who directed me to him.”

% UMAYMAH bint Sabih is the mother of Abii Hurayrah. Abi
Hurayrah said, “I used to call my mother to Islim when she was
still a polytheist. One day while I was calling her, she mentioned
something about the Prophet £ that I detested. So I went to see the
Prophet £ while crying, and I told him, ‘I used to call my mother
to Islam and she would refuse. I called her today and she mentioned
something about you that I detested. Please invoke the guidance of
Allah on her” He said, ‘O Allah, guide Abit Hurayrah’s mother.’
So I left full of hope because of the Prophet’s supplication for my
mother. When I reached home, I found that the door was partially
closed. My mother heard my footsteps and said, ‘Stay still, Aba
Hurayrah.” Then I heard the water running; my mother performed
ghusl, put on her clothes, and hurriedly opened the door without

her headcover and said, ‘None has the right to be worshiped but
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.’

“I went back to the Prophet #, crying out of joy, and told him,
‘T am bringing you good news: Allih answered your prayers and
guided the mother of Abi Hurayrah.” The Prophet £ praised and
glorified Allah and said, “This is good.” I said, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, pray to Allah to make me and my mother beloved by Allih’s
believing slaves and make us love them.” The Prophet # said, ‘O
Allah, make this little slave of Yours and his mother become beloved
by Your believing slaves and make the believers dear to them.” Ever
since, there was not a believer who heard of me, even without seeing
me, that did not love me.”

BA' - &«

» BADIYAH bint Ghaylan; her father embraced Islim, then she
embraced Islim, and she narrated ahidith. She is mentioned in the
hadith of Umm Salamah:

i
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The Prophet % was in her house, and an effeminate man was
there too. The effeminate man said to ‘Abdullah (Umm Salamah’s
brother), “O ‘Abdullah! If Ta'if should be conquered tomorrow, I
recommend you the daughter of Ghaylan, for she has four curves
in the front and eight at the back.” So the Prophet £ said (to his

wives), “These effeminate (men) should not enter your houses.”>

% BUSRAH bint Ghazwan was the wife of Aba Hurayrah. He
used to work for her as her employee before he married her. He
would ride with the travelers and serve them when they took shelter.

After that, he married her.

% BARRAH bint Sufyan as-Sulamiyyah was the wife of al-Harith
bin Talhah until he was killed during the Battle of Uhud as a disbe-
liever. Then she married ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar and gave birth to
their children ‘Abdullah, Safiyyah, and more. She outlived him.

«» BUSRAH bint Safwin bin Nawfal is the niece of the monk
Waraqah bin Nawfal, who was the uncle of Khadijah, the wife of the
Prophet #. She was from the first and foremost to embrace Islam,
migrate, and give the pledge of allegiance. She narrated 11 ahddith.
She is the maternal aunt of the great scholar from the Tabi’in, Sa’id
bin al-Musayyib. S2id bin al-Musayyib said, “Busrah bint Safwan is
one of my maternal aunts, and she said, “The Messenger of Allih
said, “If any of you touches his penis, let him perform ablution.”””?
She lived until Mu'awiyah bin Abi Sufyan’s caliphate. She was a
hairdresser for the women of Makkah.

% BINT Abi Sabrah is among the five women who upheld the

2 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5887
3 Sunan Ibn Mijah 517
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pledge along with Umm ‘Atiyyah. Umm Atiyyah said, “None of
those women abided by her pledge except Umm Sulaym,

Umm al-Ala’', Bint Abi Sabrah, the wife of Mu’adh, and the mother
of Mu'adh.

TA' — &

%+ TUMADIR bint al-Asbagh bin ‘Amr is the wife of ‘Abdur-
Rahmin bin ‘Awf, who was from the 10 promised Paradise. When
the Prophet £ sent ‘Abdur-Rahmin bin ‘Awf to the tribe of Kalb
to invite them to Islam, they said to him, “If we accept your invita-
tion, then marry the daughter of our king.” They accepted Islim,
and ‘Abdur-Rahmain bin ‘Awf married Tumadir. Then he took her
to Madinah and she gave birth to their son Abii Salamah. She was
the first person from the tribe of Kalb to marry someone from the

tribe of Quraysh.

THA - &

% THUBAYTAH bint Numan bin Amr. She, along with her
father and grandfather, were all Companions of the Messenger of

Allah &.

% THUBAYTAH bint ad-Dahhak is the woman intended in
the hadith of Muhammad bin Maslamah, who said, “I proposed
marriage to a woman, then I hid and waited to see her until I saw
her among some date palm trees that belonged to her.” It was said
to him, “Do you do such a thing when you are a Companion of the

Messenger of Allah #2” He said, “I heard the Messenger of Allih
£ saying:
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“‘When Allah causes a man to propose to a woman, there is nothing
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wrong with him looking at her.

JiM-g

% JUDAMAH bint Wahb al-Asadiyyah was from the narra-
tors of hadith. The Mother of the Believers A'ishah narrated from
her. ‘A'ishah &2 said, “Judimah bint Wahb informed me that the
Messenger of Allih 4 said:

;,iasv 545 % VL;B

“‘I intended to prohibit ghilah, but I remembered that the
Greeks and Persians do that without it causing any injury to their
children.’”>

(Malik explained, “Ghilah is that a man has intercourse with his

wife while she is suckling.”)

% JUMANAH bint Abi Talib bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib is the first
cousin of the Prophet 2.

% JUMAYL bint Yasar is from the Companions who had a verse
sent down concerning their situation. Her brother Ma'qil bin Yasar
said, “I married my sister to a man and he divorced her, and when
her days of %ddah (three menstrual periods) were over, the man
came again and asked for her hand, but I said to him, ‘I married
her to you and made her your bed (your wife) and favored you with
her, but you divorced her. Now you come to ask for her hand again?
No, by Allah, she will never go back to you (again)!” And he was
a good man and she wanted to go back to him. Thus, Allah the

Exalted sent down the verse:

4 Classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih Ibn Majah (1937).
5 Muwatta' Malik 1291
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“And when you have divorced women and they
have fulfilled the term of their prescribed period,
do not prevent them from marrying their (former)
husbands, if they mutually agree on reasonable
basis. This (instruction) is an admonition for him
among you who believes in Allah and the Last Day.
That is more virtuous and purer for you. Allih
knows and you know not.’

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:232]

“So I said, ‘Now I will do it, O Messenger of Allah,” so I remarried
her to him.”®

% JAMILAH bint Ubayy was the sister of ‘Abdullih bin Ubayy,
who was known as the leader of the hypocrites. She was married
to Thabit bin Qays. Her request for a khula’ is mentioned in the
well-known narration. Ibn ‘Abbas & said:
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Thabit bin Qays’ wife came to the Prophet # and said, “O

Messenger of Allah, I do not find any fault with Thabit bin Qays
regarding his attitude or religious commitment, but I hate kuf

?
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6 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5130
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after Islim.” The Messenger of Allah £ said, “Will you give him
back his garden?” She said, “Yes.” The Messenger of Allah £ said,
“Take back the garden and divorce her once.”

Ibn ‘Abbas #2 said:

ol ol s sl Y1 ol s U

The first khula’ (marriage annulment) in Islim was that of the sister
of ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy.?

Before she married Thabit, she was married to Hanzalah bin Abi
‘Amir, who was known as “the one washed by the angels.” Hanzalah

went to the battlefield on his wedding night and he didn’t have time
to take a shower. When he was killed in battle, the Prophet £ said:

SN s r.<..>\...a ol
Verily, your Companion is being washed by the angels.”

% JAMILAH bint Thabit was the sister of ‘Asim bin Thabit and the
wife of ‘Umar bin al-Khartab. ‘Umar married her in 7 AH. Before
she embraced Islim, her name was ‘Asiyah, which means “disobe-
dient”. She went to ‘Umar and said, “I hate my name, so give me
a name.” He said, “You are Jamilah.” She became upset and said,
“Could you not find a name to call me other than a slave name?” So
she went to the Prophet £ and said, “O Messenger of Allah, I hate
my name.” He said, “Your name is Jamilah.” She became upset that
he said the same name which ‘Umar had said. The Prophet £ said,
“Didn’t you know that Allah has placed the truth upon the tongue

of ‘Umar and within his heart?!”

« JUWAYRIYAH bint Abi Jahl is the woman Ali bin Abi
Talib proposed to while married to Fatimah, the daughter of the
Messenger of Allih #£. The Messenger of Allah £ said:

7 Sunan an-Nasd'i 3463
8 Collected in the Muwatta' of Imam Malik.
? Collected by al-Hakim (3/204).

152




Alphabetical Glossary of the Female Companions

N ety U35 Kl 3 Eag d Jhag B Y
The daughter of the Messenger of Allah and the daughter of the

enemy of Allah will never be joined together in marriage by one
man.'

HA' - C

< HABIBAH bint Khirijah bin Zayd was the wife of Aba Bakr
as-Siddiq. He died while she was pregnant with their daughter
Umm Kultham.

% HUMAYNAH bint Abi Talhah bin Abdil-‘Uzza is one of four
women who were married to their stepsons before the revelation
was sent down prohibiting that. Humaynah was married to Khalaf
bin Asad. When he died, she married his son al-Aswad bin Khalaf,

Then Islam separated them with the verse:

%L égguﬁj\&ﬁ(.?j\;Té’s’-mj;;ﬁ?j}
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And marry not women whom your fathers married,
except what has already passed.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:22]

% HAWWA' bint Yazid was married to Qays bin al-Khatim, one
of the notable poets from the pagans. She was from the foremost to
accept Islam, but she concealed her Islim from her husband. One
day, he found her praying, so he threw her garments over her head
and said, “You are practicing a religion and no one knows what it
is.” From that day forward, he would harm her due to her Islam.
When this news reached the Prophet £, he went to Qays and said,
“O father of Yazid—as for your wife Hawwa', it has reached me that

1 Sunan Ibn Majah 2077
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you have mistreated her since she abandoned your religion, so fear
Allah and guarantee me that you will not harm her again.” Qays
agreed to only treat her kindly from that point on. Qays said to
his wife Hawwa', “O Hawwa', I met your companion Muhammad
and he told me to treat you kindly. I will comply with this, so you
are free and I will never harm you again.” Thus, Hawwa' began
to openly display her Islam from that day forward. She was from
the narrators of hadith. Her grandson ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Bujayd
reported that his grandmother Hawwa' bint Yazid said that the
Messenger of Allih £ said:
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O Muslim women, none of you should consider even a burnt sheep’s
foot too insignificant to give to her neighbor."

% AL-HAWLA' bint Tuwayt would stand in prayer all night.

‘A'ishah 2 said:
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Al-Hawla' passed by her (at the time) when the Messenger of Allah
#2 was with her. I (A'ishah) said, “This is al-Hawla' bint Tuwayt,
and they say that she does not sleep at night.” The Messenger of
Allih 4 said, “She does not sleep at night?! Choose an act which
you are capable of doing (continuously). By Allah, Allah will not

1 Sahih Muslim 1030
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become bored' until you become bored.”*?

KHA -

¢ KHALIDAH bint al-Harith was the paternal aunt of ‘Abdullah
bin Salam, the Jewish scholar who embraced Islam'. ‘Abdullah bin
Salam said, “When I heard of the Messenger of Allah, I recognized
his attributes, his name, and the time he would appear, which all
coincided with our books. When he arrived in Madinah, a man
informed me of his arrival while I was atop my date palm tree. I
exclaimed, ‘Allah is the Greatest!” My aunt, who was sitting beneath
me, said, ‘By Allah, if you had heard that Miisi was coming, you
would not have been more enthusiastic.” I said to her, ‘O Auntie, I
swear by Allah, he is the brother of Miisa who has been sent.” She
said, ‘Is he the Prophet that we were informed would appear during
this time?’ I said, ‘Yes’. She said, ‘So be it.” My aunt Khalidah bint
al-Harith embraced Islim, and I went to my household and they
embraced Islam.

%% KHARQA' Umm Mahjan is the black woman who used
to clean the masjid of the Prophet . She is mentioned in the
well-known hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas #. He said, “The Messenger of
Allah passed by a grave of one who had been buried at night. He
said, “When was this (deceased person) buried?” The people said,
‘Yesterday.” He said, “Why did you not inform me?’ They said, ‘We
buried her when it was dark and we disliked to wake you up.” He

stood up and we lined up behind him. I was one of them, and the
Prophet € offered the funeral prayer.”’s

12 Translator’s note: The former Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Muhammad bin Ibriahim
Al ash-Shaykh, said, “This ‘boredom’ is in a manner which is befitting to the greatness
and majesty of the Creator and it does not resemble the ‘boredom’ of the creation in
any way.”

B Sahih Muslim 785
' Translator’s note: His story can be found in Sahibh al-Bukhdri (3938).
15 Sahih al-Bukhiri 1321
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% KHARQA' was a woman from the jinn and a Companion of
the Prophet #. Rishid narrated that ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-‘Aziz (the
caliph from the Tabi’in) asked him to accompany him on a journey.
Upon their return, they passed by a valley where they noticed a
dead black snake cast upon the road. ‘Umar descended his mount,
wrapped the snake in a cloth, and buried it. As they continued on
their journey, a caller called out, “O Kharqa', O Kharqa'” ‘Umar
and Rashid looked left and right but did not see anyone. ‘Umar
said, “May Allah guide you, O caller. If you are from those who are
visible, then show yourself; if not, then inform us about Kharqa'.”
The caller said, “I was from the seven (jinn) who gave the pledge of
allegiance to the Prophet # in this valley'®. The snake you encoun-
tered at such-and-such place, I heard the Messenger of Allih £ say
to her one day, ‘O Kharqa', you are going to die at such-and-such
place and you will be buried by the best person upon the earth of
that era.”” ‘Umar said, “You heard that from the Messenger of Allah
#£21” So “Umar was astounded, and he continued his journey. He
said to Rashid, “O Rashid, don’t tell anyone about this until I die.”"’

% KHANSA' bint Khidhim was married to a man against her
will by her father. Thus, she went to the Messenger of Allih £ to

complain about the affair, and he declared her marriage invalid."®

% KHAWLAH bint Ja'far al-Hanafiyyah was a slave-girl. ‘Ali bin
Abi Talib freed her and married her. She gave birth to ‘Alf’s third
son, who was known as Muhammad al-Hanafiyyah, the narrator of
the well-known hadith collected in Sunan Abi Diwiid. Muhammad
al-Hanafiyyah said:
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16 Translator’s note: Ibn Hazm W# said, “The Muslims did not differ concerning the
fact that among the jinn were some who accompanied the Messenger of Allah £ and
believed in him. Those jinn followed the truth and deserve respect from us, and they at-
tained a similar level of knowledge and religious commitment as the rest of the Sahabah

@37 (Al-Muballd 914)
17 Declared authentic by Ibn Hibban (6671).
18 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5138
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I said to my father (‘Ali bin Abi Tallb), “Which of the people after
the Messenger of Allah #£ is best?” He replied, “Abu Bakr.” I then
asked, “Who comes next?” He said, “‘Umar.” I was then afraid of
asking him who came next, fearing he might mention ‘Uthman, so
I said, “You come next, O my father?” He said, “I am only a man
among the Muslims.”"’

% KHAWLAH bint Thalabah; the first few verses of Sirah
al-Mujadilah were sent down concerning her situation. A'ishah &2
said, “Blessed is the One Whose hearing encompasses all things.
I heard some of the words of Khawlah bint Tha'labah—but some
of her words were not clear to me—when she complained to the
Messenger of Allah #£ about her husband (Aws bin as-Samit) and
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, he has consumed my youth and I split
my belly for him (i.e., I bore him many children), but when I grew
old and could no longer bear children, he declared me to be like
his mother’s back; O Allah, I complain to You.” She continued to
complain until Jibril brought down these verses:
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““Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of her that
disputes with you (O Muhammad) concerning her
husband, and complains to Allah. And Allih hears

the argument between you both. Verily, Allah is
All-Hearer, All-Seer. Those among you who make

Y Sunan Abi Dawnid 4629
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their wives unlawful to them by saying to them,
“You are like my mother’s back” (az-zihar). They
cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers
except those who gave birth to them. And verily,
they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily, Allah is
Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.’”*

[Stirah al-Mujadilah 58:1-2]

% KHAYRAH bint Abi Hadrad is best known by her kunyah
Umm ad-Darda' the Elder. She was the wife of Abud-Darda". She
was an intelligent woman of knowledge and worship. She died
during ‘Uthman’s caliphate. After her death, Abud-Darda" married
a woman with the same kunyah, and she was known as Umm
ad-Darda' the Younger. She was from the Tab{’in.

DAL — >

«» DUBYAH bint Thabit bin Khalid was the wife of Yazid bin
Thabit bin ad-Dahhak and thus the sister-in-law of Zayd bin Thabit
bin ad-Dahhik, the personal scribe of the Messenger of Allah #&.
She accepted Islam and gave the pledge.

< DIJAJAH bint Asma' as-Salt was one of five wives married to
‘Umayr at the same time. Thus, he was ordered to divorce one of
them, and he divorced Dijajah. She then married ‘Uthman bin
‘Affan’s maternal uncle, ‘Amir bin Kurayz, who was the brother of
‘Uthman’s mother Arwa bint Kurayz. She gave birth to ‘Abdullah

bin ‘Amir, who would later become a distinguished military general.

% DURRAH bint Abi Sufyan is the sister of the Prophet’s wife
Umm Habibah Ramlah bint Abi Sufyan. She is her sister intended
in the hadith collected in Sahih al-Bukhiri. Umm Habibah said:
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2 Sunan Ibn Majah 2141
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“O Messenger of Allah, marry my sister, the daughter of Aba
Sufyan.” The Prophet £ said, “Would you like that?” I replied,
“Yes, for even now I am not your only wife, and I like that my sister
should share the good with me.” The Prophet £ said, “But that is
not lawful for me.”?

< DURRAH bint Abi Salamah is the stepdaughter of the
Messenger of Allah #. She is the other woman referred to in the
previous hadith of Umm Habibah.

Umm Habibah #2 said:
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I said, “We have heard that you want to marry the daughter of Abit
Salamah.” He said, “(You mean) the daughter of Umm Salamah?”
I said, “Yes.” He said, “Even if she were not my stepdaughter, she
would be unlawful for me to marry, as she is my foster niece. I
and Abiu Salamah were suckled by Thuwaybah. So you should not

present to me your daughters or your sisters (in marriage).”??

DHAL - 3

There are no female Companions mentioned under this letter.

2 Sahih al-Bukbar: 5101
22 Sahih al-Bukhbair: 5101
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RA' — )

% AR-RABAB bint Harithah is the mother of the well-known
Companion Hudhayfah bin al-Yaman, the keeper of the secrets of
the Messenger of Allih . He was called this because he is the only
Companion whom the Prophet 5 told the names of the hypocrites.
Some historians say her name was ar-Rabab bint Ka'b.

% AR-RUBAYYT bint Nadr is the paternal aunt to Anas bin
Mualik, the servant of the Messenger of Allih #&, and she is the sister
of the Companion Anas bin Nadr. Her story was narrated by Anas
bin Malik. Anas said, “Ar-Rubayyi’, the paternal aunt of Anas, broke
the tooth of a girl, and her family asked the girl’s family to pardon
her, but they refused. They offered to pay compensatory money, but
they refused. So they came to the Prophet £, who ordered retalia-
tion. Anas bin Nadr said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will the tooth of
ar-Rubayyi’ be broken? By the One Who sent you with the truth,
it will not be broken!"?® The Prophet £ said, ‘O Anas, the Book of
Allah has decreed retaliation.” After Anas made his oath, the people
came to the Messenger of Allih £, informing him that they had
pardoned her. The Messenger of Allah £ said:

A e ef I s disie e )
““There are among the slaves of Allah those who, if they swear by
Allah, Allah fulfills their oath.’”*

She is also known by her kunyah Umm Harithah. Her nephew
Anas bin Malik said, “Harithah was martyred in the Battle of Badr
while he was young. His mother came to the Prophet £ saying, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, you know the relation of Harithah to me and

2 Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymin said in his explanation of this hadith: “Anas
bin Nadr was not rejecting the legislation of Allah regarding retaliation; rather, he was
confident that Allih would guide the hearts of the gitl's family to pardon his sister.”
(Riyid as-Salihin)

% Sahih al-Bukhari 4500
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how fond of him I was; so, if he is in Paradise, I will remain patient
and hope for Allah’s reward, but if he is not there, then you will
see what I will do.” The Prophet & replied, ‘May Allih be merci-
ful upon you! You are bereaved. Do you think it is one Paradise?

There are many Paradises and he is in the most superior Paradise of
al-Firdaws.” "%

% RAJA' al-Ghanawiyyah was a narrator of Aadith. Ibn Sirin said,
“A woman named Raja' said:
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“‘I'was in the presence of the Messenger of Allah £ when a woman
came with her son. She said, “O Messenger of Allah, supplicate to
Allah for me that He bless my son, for surely three of my children
have died.” The Messenger of Allah & said, “Since you have
embraced Islim?” She replied in the affirmative. He said, “A forti-
fied shield” (meaning, from the Hellfire). A man who was with the
Messenger of Allah £ said, “Listen, O Raja', to what the Messenger
of Allah has said £.”>7%

% RAZINAH was the servant of the Messenger of Allah £%, the
freed slave of his wife Safiyyah, and a narrator of hadith. When the
Prophet £ married Safiyyah, he included in her dowry a servant,
and this servant was Razinah. Amatullah, Razinah’s daughter, said,

“I asked my mother (Razinah), “What did the Messenger of Allah
4 say concerning the fast of Ashiira'?” She said, ‘Surely, he used to

% Sahih al-Bukhdri 6550
26 Musnad Imam Abmad 20808
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fast it, and he commanded us to fast it.” %

% RUFAYDAH al-Aslamiyyah is known as the first nurse in Islam.
When Sad bin Mu'adh was injured in the Battle of the Trench and
his median vein was cut, the Messenger of Allah £ said:

.w}aﬁbsﬁi@#—w‘@&‘ s%éja;;.;'g%l&’,“
Place him in the tent of Rufaydah which is in the masjid, until 1
can visit him shortly.

When the Prophet £ passed by him, he would inquire, “How
are you this evening?” and in the morning, “How are you this
morning?” and he would tell him.?®

In addition to nursing the sick, Rufaydah took it upon herself to
serve the needy and underprivileged Muslims.

% RUQAYQAH bint Sayfi is the niece of the Prophet’s grandfa-
ther ‘Abdul-Muttalib. Ruqayqah was raised with ‘Abdul-Muttalib,
and she was older than him. Her son Makhramah bin Nawfal said
that his mother said, “It is as though I am looking at my uncle
Shaybah—meaning ‘Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim—right now. The
day he came to us, I was a young girl. I was the first person to go
to him, and I clung close to him.” She embraced Islam, met the
Messenger of Allih £, and she was severe upon her son Makhramah
before he embraced Islim. Ruqayqah is the woman who warned the
Prophet £ that the Quraysh were planning to assassinate him. She
said:

v P ) z w

Verily, the Quraysh have mobilized. They intend to attack you
tonight.

Thus, ‘Ali bin Abi Talib took the place of the Prophet £ in his place
of sleeping,.

% Collected by Ibn Abi Asim.
2 Al-Adab al-Mufrad 1129
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< RUQAYQAH ath-Thaqafiyyah was a believing woman amid
the tribe of Thagqif, who were pagans. She embraced Islaim when
the Prophet £ left Makkah after the death of Aba Talib. Rugayqah
said, “The Prophet # came seeking aid in Ta'if. He visited us and I
brought him a drink from wheat flour and barley. He said:

Lg.‘i)\ ,,L,a., ’”/UaLgM'Y “"°“'l§

“‘O Ruqayqah, don’t worship their false gods and do not pray
towards them.’

“I said, ‘In this case, they will kill me!” He said, ‘If they ask you
concerning this, then say:

fJ:,.%.L L@j/ c;,.\l.,a \;b c«.&\k)\ cJ.Z: oy u:J

“““My Lord is the lord of these false gods.” And when you pray,
turn your back towards them.’

“And then the Prophet 4% left.”

Ruqayqah’s daughter said, “My brothers Sufyin and Wahb
informed me that when the tribe of Thaqif embraced Islam, they
went to greet the Prophet #. He said to my brothers, ‘What did
your mother do?’ They replied, ‘She died just as you left her.” The
Prophet 4 said, ‘Surely, your mother was saved.””

<* RAWDAH was a maid for a woman living in Madinah. She
narrates her story, saying: “I was a maid for a woman from the
people of Madinah. When the Prophet # migrated from Makkah
to Madinah, my boss said to me, ‘O Rawdah, stand at the door.
And if that man passes by, let me know.” I stood at the door of the
house and he passed by with a group of his Companions. I grabbed
the edge of his garment and smiled in his face. I said to my boss,
“That man has arrived.” My boss went out with her husband, and
the Prophet ¥ presented Islim to them and everyone embraced
Islam.”?

» Collected in Asad al-Ghabah (2252).
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% RAYTAH bint Abi Umayyah is the sister of Umm Salamah
Hind bint Abi Umayyah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah £&.

% RAYTAH bint Abi Talib is the youngest sister of ‘Ali bin Abi
Talib. Her kunyah is Umm Talib.

ZAY -

% ZINNIRAH ar-Ramiyyah was from Rome. She was from
the first and foremost to embrace Islam. She was a slave of Bana
Makhziim, and Abit Jahl used to punish her. When she embraced
Islim, she lost her eyesight. The pagans said to her, “Al-Lat and
al-‘Uzza blinded you because you disbelieved in them!” She replied,
“Al-Lat and al-‘Uzza don’t even know who worships them, and my
Lord has the ability to return my eyesight.” The next day, Allah
returned her eyesight. The Quraysh said, “This is magic from
Muhammad.” When Abi Bakr saw how she was punished, he
purchased her and freed her. She is mentioned among the seven

slaves freed by Abt Bakr.

% ZAYNAB bint al-Harith bin Salam al-Isra'iliyyah was the
Jewish woman who poisoned the Messenger of Allah £ with a
roasted sheep. Abut Hurayrah said:

A ol 825 050 e Bl B 2R B 6 20
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A Jewish woman presented him with a roasted sheep while at
Khaybar. So the Messenger of Allah £ ate it, as did those with him.

The Prophet ££ said, “Raise your hands away (from the food), for
surely it (the food) has informed me it is poisonous.” Bishr bin

1t \|3
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al-Bara' bin Ma'riir al-Ansari died. The Prophet sent for the Jewish
woman and asked her what led her to do that. She replied, “If you
were a prophet, what I did would not harm you, but if you were a
king, I would relieve the people of you.”*

Zaynab bint al-Harith then embraced Islim, and the Prophet
did not punish her. Other reports say she was executed, but only as
retaliation rights for the relatives of Bishr bin al-Bara'.

<+ ZAYNAB bint Hanzalah, along with her father and her paternal
aunt al-Jarba' bint Qasamah, went to the Prophet #%. He married
Zaynab to Usamah bin Zayd. Then Usimah divorced her. After her
‘iddah period, the Messenger of Allih £ said:

o7 42 $orp 0 L
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Who will marry Zaynab bint Hanzalah while I pay his dowry?

% ZAYNAB bint Zayd is the sister of Usimah bin Zayd.

%* ZAYNAB bint Abi Sufyan is the sister of the Prophet’s wife
Umm Habibah Ramlah bint Abi Sufyin. She was married to
‘Urwah bin Mas’ad. ‘Urwah had 10 wives when he embraced Islam,
and he was instructed to keep only four. Zaynab was from the four
he chose to keep.

% ZAYNAB bint ‘Abdillah bin Mu’awiyah ath-Thagqafi, the wife
of ‘Abdullih bin Mas'id, was a wealthy, skillful craftswoman.
‘Abdullah bin Mas’ad did not have much wealth, so she would
spend upon him, their son, and the orphans under her care from
the money earned from her craft. Zaynab bint ‘Abdillah said, “The
Messenger of Allah £ said, ‘Give in charity, O women, even if it
is from your jewelry.” I went back to ‘Abdullih and said, ‘You are a
man who has little, and the Messenger of Allih #£ has commanded
us to give in charity. Go and ask him if that is acceptable; other-
wise, I will give my charity to someone else.” ‘Abdullih said to me,

30 Sunan Abi Dawid 4512
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‘No; you go and ask him.” So I went, and there I saw a woman from
among the Angir at the door of the Messenger of Allah €&, wanting
to ask the same question. We felt too shy to speak to the Messenger

of Allah €.

“Bilal came out to us and we said to him, ‘Go to the Messenger of
Allah £ and tell him that there are two women at the door asking
whether it is acceptable for them to give charity (zakih) to their
husbands and the orphans who are in their care, but do not tell him
who we are.” Bill went in to the Messenger of Allah #£ and asked
him, and the Messenger of Allah & asked, “Who are they?” He said,
‘A woman from among the Ansir and Zaynab.”' The Messenger of
Allah 4 asked, “Which Zaynab?” He said, “The wife of ‘Abdullah.’
The Messenger of Allih £ said to him:
CBAGN 2Ty arE sl oral kg

““They will have two rewards: the reward of (upholding ties of)
kinship and the reward of giving charity.” 3

Some say her name was Raytah or Ra'itah, while some scholars say
she was known by both of these names.

% ZAYNAB bint Qays is the sister of Thabit bin Qays, the kbatib
of the Messenger of Allih #.

% SA'IBAH, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah . She
narrated ahddith from him concerning lost property.

% SUBAY’AH bint al-Harith al-Aslamiyyah gave birth to her

31 Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymin said in his explanation of this fadith, “When
the Prophet £ asked Bilal who the women were, it became binding on Bilal to inform
him.”

32 Suhih al-Bukhiri 1466; Sahih Muslim 1000
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child a few days after her husband died. Her story is narrated in the
Muwatta’ of Imam Malik. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas and Aba Salamah
bin ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf differed on the question of a woman
who gave birth a few nights after the death of her husband. Aba
Salamah said, “When she gives birth to the child she is carrying, she
is free to marry.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “At the end of two periods.” Abi
Hurayrah came and said, “I am with my nephew,” meaning Aba
Salamah. They sent Kurayb, a freed slave of ‘Abdullih bin ‘Abbas, to
Umm Salamah, the wife of the Prophet £, to ask her about it. He
came back and told them that she had said that Subay’ah al-Aslami-
yyah had given birth a few nights after the death of her husband,
and she had brought the matter to the Messenger of Allih £, and
he had said:

P -

You are free to marry, so marry whomever you wish.>

% SU’DA bint ‘Amr al-Murriyyah narrated a hadith on the virtue
of saying “nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allih” at
the time of death. Yahya bin Talhah said that his mother Suda
al-Murriyyah said, “‘Umar bin al-Khattib passed by Talhah after
the Messenger of Allah € had died, and said, “Why do you look so
sad? Are you upset because your cousin has been appointed leader?’
He said, ‘No, but I heard the Messenger of Allih #£ say, “I know a
word which no one says at the time of death but it will be light in
his record of deeds, and his body and soul will find comfort in it at
the time of death,” but I did not ask him about it before he died.’
He (‘Umar) said, ‘T know what it is. It is what he wanted his uncle
(Abt Talib) to say, and if he had known anything that would be

more effective in saving him, he would have told him to say it.’ 7%

% SU’DA bint Kurayz is the maternal aunt of ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan.
She embraced Islim and then invited ‘Uthmian to embrace Islam.
She was the first person to give ‘Uthmin dawah. Suda said to her

3 Muwatta' Malik 1249
% Sunan Ibn Majah 3795
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nephew ‘Uthman, “‘Uthman, O ‘Uthman, O ‘Uthman: you are
handsome and you have status. This Prophet has with him proof
and evidences, and he was sent with the true religion. He has
brought revelation and a criterion. So follow him and do not allow
those idols to destroy you. Surely, Muhammad bin ‘Abdillah is the
Messenger of Allah. Jibril came to him and he invites to Allah.” The
speech of Suda settled into ‘Uthman’s heart. He went to Aba Bakr
and informed him of what his aunt had told him. Aba Bakr said,
“Woe to you, ‘Uthman; by Allah, you are a perceptive man. You
are able to distinguish truth from falsehood. Those idols that you
worship are nothing more than inanimate. They cannot hear, see,
cause harm, or bring benefit. Your aunt has spoken the truth.”

Abii Bakr took ‘Uthmin to see the Prophet #. He said to ‘Uthmin,
“O ‘Uthman, answer the call of Allah to His Paradise. Verily, I am
the Messenger of Allah to you and to all the creation.” “‘Uthman
said, “By Allah, once I heard that, I embraced Islam and I testi-
fied that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah alone
without partners and that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.”

% SAIDAH was from the Ansar. She was married to a disbeliever
named Abu Sayfi the Monk. Aba Sayfi left Madinah, upset at his
wife’s family for embracing Islam. He took his family to Makkah
and stayed there for a while. His wife Sa’idah left him and migrated
back to Madinah during the truce. The people asked the Prophet
& if she should be returned to her husband in Makkah based upon
the conditions of the truce. He informed them that this condition
only applied to the men and not the women.

% SU’AYRAH al-Asadiyyah is the Ethiopian woman who suffered
from fits of epilepsy. Her kunyah is Umm Zufar. ‘Ara’ bin Abi Rabah
said, “Ibn ‘Abbas said to me, ‘Shall I not show you a woman from
the inhabitants of Paradise?” So he showed me a tall, large, yellow
Ethiopian woman. He said, “This is Swayrah al-Asadiyyah; she went
to the Messenger of Allih # and said, “O Messenger of Allah, I
suffer from epilepsy, and during fits, my body is exposed; so suppli-
cate to Allah to cure me.” He said, “If you want, I will supplicate to
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Allah to cure you, and your good deeds and evil deeds will remain
as they are. Or if you like, you can be patient and Paradise is yours.”
Thus, she chose patience and Paradise.” %

% SAKINAH bint Abi Waqqgas is the sister of Sad bin Abi Waqgqas,
one of the 10 promised Paradise. Sakinah bint Abi Waqqgas said, “O
Messenger of Allah, what is the jihid for the women?” He replied:

A S
Your jihdd is Hajj.>¢

% SULAFAH bint Sad is the mother of ‘Uthmin bin Talhah.
She was the keeper of the keys to the Ka’bah the day Makkah
was conquered. The Prophet # entered Makkah the day of the
conquest, prayed, and sat in the masjid. He then sent Bilil to
‘Uthman bin Talhah to request the keys to the Ka’bah. ‘Uthman in
turn went to his mother Sulafah to request the keys to the Ka’bah.
She argued with him for a long time about the matter before finally
relinquishing the keys. Thus, the keys were given to the Prophet #5,
and Sulafah embraced Islam after that.

< SALMA bint Hafsah was the wife of Sad bin Abi Waqqas. She
participated with him in the Battle of al-Qadisiyyah, as well as
other battles.

¢ SALMA bint Sadiyyah is the sister of Halimah as-Sadiyyah, the
nursing mother of the Prophet #&. Thus, she is the maternal aunt of
the Prophet £ through breastfeeding.

< SALMA bint Qays Umm Mundhir is a maternal aunt of
the Messenger of Allah . She prayed with the Messenger of
Allah towards both prayer directions, and she gave the pledge of
allegiance. The Messenger of Allih #2 used to visit her and eat with
her. Umm Mundhir said, “The Messenger of Allah £ entered upon

55 Musnad Imam Abmad 11347
36 Musnad Imam Abmad 24303
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us, and with him was ‘Ali bin Abi T4alib, who had recently recovered
from an illness. We had bunches of unripe dates hanging up, and

the Prophet £ was eating from them. ‘Ali reached out to eat some,
and the Prophet £ said to ‘Ali:

s 2@ & 1< (- O,
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“‘Stop, O ‘Ali! You have just recovered from an illness.’
P J

“I made some greens and barley for the Prophet &, and the Prophet
& said to ‘Ali, ‘O ‘Alf, eat some of this, for it is better for you.””%

% SALMA Umm Rifi’ was the servant of the Messenger of Allih
£ She is the woman who incited Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib,
the uncle of the Prophet, to embrace Islam. She was married to Aba
Rifi’, the freed slave of the Prophet &, and she was the freed slave
of Safiyyah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib, the paternal aunt of the Prophet.
Hamzah had not yet embraced Islam when he returned from a
hunting trip one day. Upon his return, Salma Umm Rafi’ said to
him, “If you would have seen what Aba Jahl did to your nephew!”
Hamzah went to find Abi Jahl in a fit of rage. He found him sitting
at the Ka'bah with a group of elders. He struck Aba Jahl in the head

with his bow and said:

z
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Do you insult him while I am upon his same religion, and I say
what he says? Hit me back if you are able!

Abi Jah!’s clan stood up to defend him, but he said to them, “Leave
Hamzah be, for surely I insulted his nephew.” Hamzah went to the
house of al-Arqam and embraced Islam.?

‘A'ishah #2 said, “Salma, the wife of Abli Rifi’, came to the
Prophet # to complain about Aba Raf’. She said, ‘He hits me.’
The Prophet # said to them, “What is your complaint and what

57 Sunan Ibn Majah 3568
38 Strah Ibn Hishim
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is her complaint?” Abi Rafi’ said, ‘She harms me, O Messenger of
Allah.” He said, ‘How do you harm him, O Salma?’ She said, ‘I do
not harm him with anything, but he broke his wudi' while he was
praying, so I said to him, “O Aba Raf’, the Messenger of Allah
# commanded the Muslims to perform wudi'if they pass wind.”

Thus, he hit me.” The Prophet £ smiled and said:

e ) G Sy
“‘O Abu Raf?’, she only commands you with good.””¥

< SUMAYYAH bint Khuyyat was the first martyr in Islam. She
was the freed slave of Aba Hudhayfah bin al-Mughirah. She was
the wife of Yasir bin ‘Amir, and the mother of ‘Ammar bin Yasir.
Sumayyah was the seventh person to embrace Islim. The tribe of
al-Mughirah used to punish her severely due to her Islam, but she
refused to abandon it. The Prophet £ used to pass by them as they
were punished, and he would say:
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Patience, O family of Yasir; your destination is Paradise.

Mujahid said, “The first people to openly display their Islam
in Makkah were seven: the Messenger of Allah, Abci Bakr, Bilal,
Khabbab*, Suhayb, Ammar, and Sumayyah. As for the Messenger
of Allah 4 and Abi Bakr, their tribes protected them. As for the
others, they were dressed in iron sheets and laid in the sun. And

Abi Jahl came to Sumayyah and killed her.*!

One day, Aba Jahl began to verbally abuse her; then, he started
beating her, until he took his spear and stabbed her in the heart,
killing her. Thus, Sumayyah became the first martyr in Islam.
Mujahid said, “The first martyr in Islim was the mother of ‘Ammar
bin Yasir. She was an elderly, fragile woman. When Aba Jahl was

% Musnad Imim Ahmad 25134
“ Translator’s note: Khabbab bin al-Aratt.

1 Collected by Ibn Abi Shaybah.
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killed at the Battle of Badr, the Prophet £ said to Ammar:

bl s b s
“‘Allah killed your mother’s killer.” ”#

% SANA' bint Asma' as-Salt was from the wives of the Messenger
of Allah £¢. He married her, but she died before the marriage was
consummated. Imim ar-Rashati said that the cause of her death
was that, upon hearing the news that she would be marrying the
Messenger of Allah, she became overcome with joy, and she died of
happiness and excitement.

% SAJAH bint al-Harith at-Tamimiyyah is the woman who
claimed prophecy during the Wars of Apostasy and gained a follow-
ing. Then she united with Musaylimah the Liar and he married her.
After Musaylimah was killed, she returned to Islaim and embraced
it. She lived until Mu’awiyah’s caliphate.

SHIN — 5
% ASH-SHIFA' bint ‘Awf bin ‘Abd bin al-Harith is the mother

of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, one of the 10 promised Paradise. She
migrated and died during the lifetime of the Prophet 5.

SAD — 2

s SAKHRAH bint Abi Lahab embraced Islim, and she was
present during the conquest of Makkah.

X AS-SK BAH bint al-Hadrami is the mother of Talhah bin
‘Ubaydillah, one of the 10 promised Paradise.

2 Collected by Ibn Sad (8/193).
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% SAFIYYAH bint al-Khattab is the sister of ‘Umar bin
al-Khattab. She married Sufyan bin ‘Abdil-Asad and gave birth to
their son al-Aswad.

% SAFIYYAH bint ‘Umar bin al-Khattab is the daughter of
‘Umar. She was with the Messenger of Allih £ during the Battle
of Khaybar.

% SUMAYTAH al-Laythiyyah was an orphan under the care of
‘A'ishah.

% SAFIYYAH bint Abi ‘Ubayd was the wife of ‘Abdullah bin
‘Umar al-Khattab.

DAD - »

« DUBAY’AH bint Hadhim is the mother of ‘Abdullih bin
Hudhafah as-Sahmi, the courier of the Messenger of Allih #.
Whenever her son ‘Abdullah bin Hudhafah would get into an
argument, his adversary would slander him and attribute him to
someone other than his father. Anas bin Malik said, “The Messenger
of Allah £ came out as the sun declined at midday and offered the
Zuhr prayer. He then stood on the pulpit and spoke about the Day
of Judgment, and he said that there would be tremendous things in
it. He then said, “Whoever likes to ask me about anything, he can
do so, and I shall reply as long as I am at this place of mine.” Most
of the people wept, and the Prophet £ said repeatedly, ‘Ask me.’
‘Abdullah bin Hudhafah as-Sahmi stood up and said, “Who is my
father?” The Prophet £ said, “Your father is Hudhafah.” The Prophet
& repeatedly said, ‘Ask me.” Then ‘Umar knelt before him and said,
“We are pleased with Allah as our Lord, Islam as our religion, and
Muhammad as our Prophet.” The Prophet then became quiet and
said, ‘Paradise and Hellfire were displayed in front of me on this
wall just now, and I have never seen a better thing (than the former)
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and a worse thing (than the latter).” >

Dubay’ah—Abdullah’s mother—said to him, “I have never heard
of a more disobedient child than you. Do you think your mother
could have done the evil (adultery) of some women during the
Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance?! And then would you attempt
to expose this in front of the eyes of the people? Your father is
Hudhafah, even if your mother had some other bad traits from
pre-Islamic times.”*

TA' - b

% TAHIRAH bint Khuwaylid is the sister of Khadijah bint
Khuwaylid, the wife of the Prophet #.

ZA' - b

«» ZABYAH bint Wahb is the mother of Abti Miisa al-Ash’ari. She
embraced Islam and migrated to Madinah.

‘AYN - &

% ATIKAH bint ‘Awf is the sister of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf,

one of the 10 promised Paradise.

% ‘ATIKAH bint N2'im is the woman who came to the Prophet
& after her son-in-law had died. Zaynab said, “I heard my mother,
Umm Salamah, saying that a woman came to the Messenger

of Allah # and said, ‘O Messenger of Allih, the husband of my

daughter has died and she is suffering from an eye disease; can she

8 Sabih al-Bukbari 540
“ Explanation of Sahih Muslim by Imam an-Nawawi (2359).
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apply kubl to her eye?’” The Messenger of Allih #£ replied, ‘No,” two
or three times. Every time she repeated her question, he said, ‘No.’

Then the Messenger of Allah £ said:

PRI o -

25 Halad s 508 &

P

..//3

§ 255 GaEp sl &l e W
5 9‘5 P §;£;5L;’
“‘It (the mourning period) is only four months and ten days. In the

Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance, a widow among you should throw
a globe of dung when one year had elapsed.’”%

«» ‘ATIKAH bint al-Walid is the sister of Khalid bin al-Walid.

% ‘UZZAH bint Abi Lahab was the daughter of Abt Lahab.

% ‘AFRA' bint ‘Ubayd has a virtue no other woman has: she gave
birth to seven sons who all fought in the Battle of Badr alongside
the Messenger of Allah #. Her sons from her first marriage are
Mu’awwidh, Mu'adh, and ‘Awf. Her sons from her second marriage
are Iyas, Aqil, Khalid, and Amir.

% ‘ULAYYAH bint Shurayh from Hadramawt in Yemen is the
sister of as-Sa'ib bin Yazid, as they share the same mother. And
she is the sister of Makhramah bin Shurayh al-Hadrami, as they
share the same father. Az-Zuhri said, “As-Sa'ib bin Yazid told me
that Makhramah bin Shurayh al-Hadrami was mentioned in the
presence of the Messenger of Allah £, and the Messenger of Allih
£ said:

ORE Asm Y ) Bk

“‘He does not sleep on the Qur'an.’ %

% ‘AMRAH bint Mas'ad bin Qays is the mother of Sad bin
‘Ubadah. She died during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah €.

4 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5336

6 Sunan an-Nasd'i 1783
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% ‘AMRAH bint Rawahah is the mother of Nu'min bin Bashir
and the sister of ‘Abdullih bin Rawihah. She was married to Bashir
bin Sad. She asked her husband to give a gift to their son Nu'man
but not to the other children. When he did so, she asked him to
call the Messenger of Allih #£ to witness it. Nu'man bin Bashir said
that his father Bashir brought him to the Messenger of Allih £

and said, “I have given this son of mine one of my slaves.” The

Messenger of Allih £ said:
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“Have you given each of your children the same as this?” He said,

“No.” The Messenger of Allah £ said, “Then take the slave back.”

% ‘UMAYRAH bint Abil-Hakam was a young girl when her
parents divorced. Her father Abul-Hakam was Muslim, but his wife
had not embraced Islam. Abul-Hakam’s wife went to the Messenger
of Allih #£ and said, “Abul-Hakam has taken my daughter and he
is keeping her away from me.” So he ordered Abul-Hakam to sit in
one corner of the room and for his wife to sit in another corner of
the room. He placed ‘Umayrah between them and he told both of
them to call her. They called her, and she began to incline towards
her mother. The Messenger of Allih # said, “O Allih, guide her.”

So she inclined towards her father.*®

GHAYN - ¢

«» GHUFAYRAH bint Rabih is the sister of Bilal bin Rabah, the
caller to prayer for the Prophet #5. Their brother Khalid was also

from the Companions.

7 Muwatta' Malik 1442
“ Collected by Ibn Majah.
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FA' - 8

% FAKHITAH bint ‘Amr az-Zuhriyyah is the maternal aunt of
the Messenger of Allah £&.

% FARI'AH al-Jinniyyah bint al-‘Abdus-Salih was a woman from
among the jinn. She used to come to the Prophet £ on behalf of the
women from her people. Hamzah bin Yasuf al-Jurjani mentioned

her in 7he History of Gorgon.®

It has been narrated from Jabir that a woman from among the jinn
used to come to the Prophet £ on behalf of the women from her
people. One day, she was late in arriving, so he said to her, “What
delayed you?” She said, “One of our family members died in India,
so I went to give condolences. While on the road, I saw Iblis praying
on a boulder. I said to him, “What caused you to mislead Adam?’
He said, ‘Leave me concerning this matter.” I said to him, “You are
praying despite who you are!” He said, ‘Yes, O Fari’ah bint al-Ab-
dus-Salih. Surely, I hope for forgiveness from my Lord if I fulfill His

»»
covenant.

Because there is someone within the chain of narration who is

unknown, Ibn al-Jawzi graded this hadith as fabricated.

% FATIMAH bint Abil-Asad is the woman who stole during the
conquest of Makkah, and thus the Prophet £ ordered her hand to
be amputated. ‘A'ishah #2 said, “The Quraysh people became very
worried about the Makhzami lady who had committed theft. They
said, “Who will speak in her favor to the Messenger of Allih £, and
who is brave enough to do so except Usaimah, who is the beloved of
the Messenger of Allih 52 When Usimah spoke to the Messenger
of Allah £ about that matter, the Messenger of Allah £ said:

P
0 5
L

# Translator’s note: Gorgon is a province in Iran.
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“‘Do you intercede concerning one of the hadd punishments set

by Allzh?’

“Then he got up and addressed the people, saying:
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“‘O people! The nations before you went astray because, if a noble
person committed theft, they used to leave him alone, but if a
weak person among them committed theft, they used to inflict the
legal punishment on him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of
Muhammad committed theft, Muhammad would surely cut off her
hand?’ 7

‘Urwah bin az-Zubayr @2 said, “Usamah said, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, ask Allah to forgive me.” The Messenger of Allih #£ ordered
her hand amputated. After her hand was amputated, she perfected
her repentance and she married. ‘A'ishah # said, ‘She would visit |
me, and I would take her needs to the Messenger of Allih #£.” 75!

% FATIMAH bint Junayd was the wife of al-‘Abbas bin ‘Abdul-
Muttalib, the paternal uncle of the Messenger of Allah .

% FATIMAH bint al-Khattab is the sister of ‘Umar bin al-Khattab.
She was married to Said bin Zayd, who is from the 10 promised
Paradise. Fatimah and her husband Sa’id were from the first and

foremost to embrace Islam, doing so before her brother ‘Umar bin

al-Khattab.>?

% FATIMAH bint ‘Abdillih witnessed the birth of the Messenger

50 Sahih al-Bukhiri 6788
51 Sahih Muslim 1688

52 Translator’s note: Fatimah bint al-Khattab and her husband Said are the two men-
tioned in the famous narration concerning how ‘Umar bin al-Khattab embraced Islam.
Shaykh Mugqpbil said that this narration is not authentic.
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of Allah £ when his mother Aminah gave birth to him. She said
about that night, “There was no house that I looked at except it was
illuminated. And I looked at the stars, set such that I thought they

would fall upon us.” She is the mother of the Companion ‘Uthman
bin Abil-As ath-Thaqafi.

% FATIMAH bint ‘Amr bin Harim is the sister of the Companion
and martyr ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Haram, and the paternal aunt
of Jabir bin ‘Abdillah. Jabir bin ‘Abdillah said, “My father fell as
a martyr on the Day of Uhud, and I attempted to uncover his
face and weep, but they (the Companions) forbade me to do this,
whereas the Messenger of Allih £ did not forbid me. Fafimah bint

‘Amr, the sister of my father, was also crying. The Messenger of
Allah £ said:
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“‘Cry for him or do not cry for him; the angels continue to shade
him with their wings until you lift him up (for burial).” >

Talhah bin Khirash said, “I heard Jabir bin ‘Abdillah say, “The
Messenger of Allah # met me and said to me, “O Jabir! Why
do I see you upset?” I said, “O Messenger of Allah! My father
was martyred (on the Day of Uhud), leaving my family and debt

behind.” He said, “Shall I give you news of what your father met
Allah with?” I said, “But of course, O Messenger of Allah!” He said:
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“““Allah does not speak to anyone except from behind a veil, but
He brought your father to life to speak to Him directly. He said, ‘O
My slave, ask of Me and it shall be given.’

“““He said, ‘O Lord! Give me life so that I may be killed for You
a second time.” So the Lord, Blessed and Most High, said, ‘It has
been decreed by Me that they shall not return.””’ [Jabir] said, ‘So

53 Sahih Muslim 2471
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this verse was revealed:
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“¢“Think not of those who are killed in the way of

Allah as dead. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord,

and they have provision.””
[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:169]

% FARAY’AH bint Wahb az-Zuhriyyah is the maternal aunt of
the Messenger of Allih #2. The Messenger of Allah # raised her up
with his hand and said:
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Whoever wants to see the aunt of the Messenger of Allah, then look
at her.>*

% FIDDAH an-Nubiyyah (the Nubian) was the slave girl of
Fatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allih 5.

QAF - &

% QARIBAH bint Abi Sufyin is the sister of Mu’awiyah. Fourteen
men who participated in the Battle of Badr asked for her hand in
marriage. She refused them all and married ‘Aqil bin Abi Talib,
the brother of ‘Ali bin Abi Talib. She said, “He was with my loved
ones.” Meaning, her brothers and father, who were pagans at the
time. ‘Aqil fought alongside them before they all embraced Islam.

% QARIBAH bint Abi Quhifah is the sister of Ab{i Bakr as-Sid-
dig.

4 Asad al-Ghibah

180




Alphabetical Glossary of the Female Companions

% QAYLAH bint Makhramah is from the noble Companions
who migrated to Madinah. The story of her migration is collected
in Adab al-Mufrad by al-Bukhari. She migrated to Madinah when
she first embraced Islam, seeking to become a Companion of the
Messenger of Allih #%. She said, “We arrived in Madinah while
the Messenger of Allih # was leading the people in the morning
prayers. It was dark, such that one could not distinguish a man
from a woman, so I stood in prayer beside a man. And I was a
woman who was new to Islaim. The man beside me in the row said
to me, ‘Are you a man or a woman?’ I replied, ‘I am a woman.” He
said, “You almost put me to temptation; go pray with the women.’
then noticed that the women were praying by the rooms and I had
not noticed them when I entered the masjid.

“When the sun rose, I saw the Prophet ££ sitting, squatting with his
arms wrapped around his legs. When I saw the Prophet £, humble
in his form of sitting, I trembled from fear due to his awe-inspiring
personality. A man sitting with him saw me and said, ‘O Messenger
of Allah, this poor woman is trembling.” The Messenger of Allih £
said to me with his hand, without looking at me, ‘O timid woman,
be tranquil.’” Once he said this, Allih removed the fear from my
heart and we gave him the pledge.” >

KAF — &

%+ KABSHAH bint Ma'n bin ‘Asim was married to Abi Qays bin
al-Aslat. When he died, his son wanted to inherit her, as this was a
practice they did before Islam. Thus, Allah revealed the verse:
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O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit

women against their will.
[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:19]

% Al-Adab al-Mufrad 1178; declared authentic by al-Albani.
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% KABIRAH bint Sufyin said, “I said to the Prophet £, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, during the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance, I
buried four children alive.” He said to me, ‘Free four slaves,” so I
freed Aba S2id, his son Maysarah, and Umm Maysarah.” Al-Khatib
said, “The name of the fourth freed slave was not mentioned, so
perhaps it was the narrator of the hadith, Aba Waraqah.”

< KANUD Umm Sirah was the courier carrying the letter for
Hagib bin Abi Balt@ah. ‘Ubaydullah bin Rafi’, the scribe of ‘Alj,
said, “T heard ‘Ali ¥ saying, “The Messenger of Allih £ sent me,
Zubayr, and Miqdad, saying, “Go to the garden of Khakh. There
you will find a woman riding a camel. She will be in possession
of a letter; take the letter from her.” So we rushed on horses, and
when we met that woman, we asked her to hand over the letter to
us. She said, “There is no letter with me.” We said, “Either hand
over the letter or we will take off your clothes.” She brought out the
letter from (the plaited hair of) her head. We delivered the letter
to the Messenger of Allih £, in which Hatib bin Abi Balta'ah had
informed some people amongst the polytheists of Makkah about
the plans of the Messenger of Allih €.

““The Messenger of Allih #% said, “Hatib, what is this?” He said,
“O Messenger of Allah, do not be hasty in judging my intention.
I was a person attached to the Quraysh. Those who are with you
amongst the emigrants have blood relationships with them (the
Quraysh), and thus they would protect their families. I wished
that, when I had no blood relationship with them, I should find
some supporters from (amongst them) who would help my family.
I did not do this because of any disbelief or apostasy, and I have
no liking for disbelief after I have accepted Islam.” Thereupon,
the Messenger of Allah £ said, “You have told the truth.” ‘Umar
said, “O Messenger of Allah, permit me to strike the neck of this
hypocrite.” The Prophet £ said, “He was a participant in Badr, and
did you know that Allah said about the people of Badr, ‘Do what

you like, for I have forgiven you.”” 7%

56 Sahih Muslim 2494
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About this incident, Allah the Exalted revealed the verse:
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O you who believe, take not My enemies and your

enemies as friends, showing affection towards them.
[Stirah al-Mumtahanah 60:1]

It is said that the Prophet # permitted the execution of Kaniid, but
then granted her safety during the conquest of Makkah.

% KUWAYSAH was an orphan girl raised in the home of the
Messenger of Allah €&

% KAYYISAH bint al-Harith was married to Musaylimah the
Liar, and then she married ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amir the Elder.

LAM -

% LUBABAH bint al-Harith the Younger is the mother of Khalid
bin al-Walid. She is the sister of Lubabah bint al-Harith the Elder.

% LABIBAH, the slave of Banul-Mu'ammal, was from the early
Muslims tortured for their faith. She was one of the seven slaves

purchased and freed by Abi Bakr.

% LUHAYYAH was the slave-girl of ‘Umar bin al-Khattab and
the mother of his son ‘Abdur-Rahman.

% LAYLA bint Abi Hathmah was from the first and foremost
to embrace Islam. She migrated twice to Abyssinia and then to
Madinah. Her brother is Sulayman, and she was married to ‘Amir
bin Rabi’ah. She was the first woman to enter Madinah migrat-
ing on camelback. Layla said, “‘Umar bin al-Khattab was from the
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harshest people against us due to our Islam. As I was preparing to
migrate to Abyssinia, ‘Umar bin al-Khattab came to me while I was
sitting on my camel. I wanted to turn away from him. He said to
me, “Where are you going, Umm ‘Abdillah?’ I said, “You all have
harmed us because of our religion. Thus, we are going to the land
of Allah where the slaves of Allah are not harmed.” ‘Umar replied,
‘May Allah be with you’; then he left. When my husband, ‘Amir
bin Rabi’'ah, came home, I told him about the kindness I saw from
‘Umar. He said, ‘Do you want him to embrace Islaim?!’ I said, ‘Yes.’
He replied, ‘By Allah, ‘Umar will not embrace Islim until their
family donkey embraces Islam!” 7%

Her son ‘Abdullah bin Amir said:
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My mother called me one day when the Messenger of Allih £ was
sitting in our house. She said, “Come here and I shall give you
something.” The Messenger of Allih ££ asked her, “What did you
intend to give him?” She replied, “I intended to give him some
dates.” The Messenger of Allah % said, “If you were not to give him
anything, a lie would be recorded against you.”®

< LAYLA al-Ghifiriyyah used to attend the battles with the
Messenger of Allih # and nurse the wounded.

% LAYLA Qanif assisted in washing the body of Umm Kulthiim,
the daughter of the Prophet &, after her death.

% LINAH was the owner of the land at Quba'; she would tie her
mule there. Sad bin Khaythamah built a masjid there which became

57 Al-Mujam al-Kabir (hadith 47).
58 Sunan Abi Dawiid 4991
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Masjid Quba'. The people of Masjid Dirar said, “Are we going to
pray where Linah tied her mule? No, we will build a masjid so we
can pray there until Abéi ‘Amir® arrives to lead us.” Thus, Allah the
Exalted sent down the verse:
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And as for those who put up a mosque by way of

harming and disbelief, and to disunite the believ-
ers, and as an outpost for those who warred against

Allah and His Messenger aforetime, they will indeed
swear that their intention is nothing but good.

Allah bears witness that they are certainly liars.
[Stirah at-Tawbah 9:107]

MIM—f

% MAWIYYAH was the freed slave of Hujayr. Khubayb bin ‘Adi
was detained in her house as he awaited execution by the pagans
of Makkah. After she embraced Islam, she spoke of the incident.
Mawiyyah said, “Khubayb was imprisoned in Makkah in my home.
I looked at him that day, and he had a bunch of grapes in his hand
larger than his head which he was eating from. And in those days,
not even a grape seed could be found in the land.” Mawiyyah said,
“Khubayb remained with the pagans as a prisoner until they agreed
to kill him. He borrowed a razor from al-Harith’s daughter to shave
his private area. After she gave him a razor, her small child crept
to him while she was inattentive. When she came, she found him

59 Translator’s note: Aba ‘Amir ar-Rahib, a Christian monk who refused the invitation

to Islam and instead fought along with the Makkan pagans against Islim in the Battle
of Uhud.
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alone, and the child was on his thigh and the razor was in his hand.
She was terrified, and he realized its effect on her. He said, ‘Do you
fear that I shall kill him? I am not going to do that.’”® Mawiyyah
embraced Islam and became a good Muslim.

% MUSAYKAH was a slave girl forced into prostitution by
‘Abdullah bin Ubayy, the leader of the hypocrites. Jabir said:
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‘Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salil had two slave-girls; one was called
Musaykah and the other one was called Umaymah. He forced
them into prostitution. They made a complaint about this to the
Messenger of Allah £, and the verse was revealed:
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And force not your maids to prostitution, if they

desire chastity, in order that you may make a gain

in the (perishable) goods of this worldly life. But if

anyone compels them (to prostitution), then after

such compulsion, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful® (to those women).

[Stirah an-Nir 24:33]

% MULAYKAH al-Ansariyyah is the grandmother of Anas bin
Malik. Anas said that his grandmother Mulaykah invited the
Messenger of Allih £ to a dinner which she had prepared After he
ate, he said, “Stand and I will lead you in prayer.” Anas said:

0 Sunan Abi Diwid 3112
1 Sahih Muslim 3029
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I stood up on a palm-fiber mat belonging to us which had turned
dark on account of its long use. I sprinkled water over it and the
Messenger of Allah £ stood upon it. I and an orphan formed a row
behind him, and the old woman was behind us. The Messenger of

Allah £ led us in two rakd’it of prayer, and then he left.?

% MAWHIBAH was the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah £.
She milked the sheep for the non-Muslim guest of the Prophet 5.
Abia Hurayrah said, “The Messenger of Allih £ hosted a non-Mus-
lim guest. The Messenger of Allah £ ordered a sheep to be brought
for him, and it was milked. The man drank its milk. Then another
came, and he drank it. Then another came, and he drank it until
he had drunk the milk of seven sheep. In the morning, he became
Muslim, and the Messenger of Allah #& ordered a sheep for him.
It was milked, and he drank its milk. Then he ordered another for
him, and he could not finish it. The Messenger of Allih £ said:
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““The believer drinks in one intestine, and the disbeliever drinks in
seven intestines.’

NUN - O

% NA'ILAH bint al-Furafisah was the wife of ‘Uthman bin
‘Affan. She was with him when he was besieged in his home by
the Khawarij. When they entered the home and killed ‘Uthmin,
Na'ilah tried to shield him, and her fingers were cut off with a

2 Sahih Muslim 658
% Muwatta' Malik 1683
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sword.

% NAB’AH al-Habashiyyah (the Ethiopian) was the servant of
Umm Hani' bint Abi Tilib, the cousin of the Messenger of Allih
4. Aba Salih, the freed slave of Umm Hani', said that Umm Hani'
used to say, “He (the Prophet ££) was taken to Jerusalem from my
home while he was sleeping there that night. He prayed ‘Isha’,
then he slept. In the morning, he led us in the Fajr prayer and he
said, ‘O Umm Hani', I prayed ‘Tsha' prayer as you saw, and then I
was taken to Bayt al-Maqdis and I prayed there; then I prayed Fajr
prayer with you all.” The Prophet stood to leave, and I grabbed him
by his garment and said to him, ‘O Prophet of Allih, do not tell
anyone about this or they will belie you and harm you.” He said,
‘By Allah, I will surely tell them about it.” I said to my Ethiopian
servant, whose name was Nab’ah, ‘Follow the Messenger of Allah £
and listen to what he says to the people and what they say to him.””

% NU’MA bint Ja'far bin Abi Talib was the second cousin of the
Messenger of Allih . The Messenger of Allah #£ said to Nu'ma
bint Ja'far:
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“Why is this that I see the children of my brother lean? Are they
not fed properly?” She said, “No, but they fall under the influence
of an evil eye.” He said, “Use incantation (ruqyah).” She recited
(the words of incantation before him), whereupon he (by approv-
ing them) said, “Yes, use this incantation for them.”*

% AN-NAHDIYYAH and her daughter were from the first and
foremost to embrace Islam, and they are from the seven slaves freed
by Aba Bakr. They belonged to a woman from Banii ‘Abdud-Dar.
The master sent them with some flour, and she said, “By Allah, I will
never set you free.” Abat Bakr passed by them and said, “Set them

% Sahih Muslim 2198
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free, O Umm so-and-so.” She said, “You corrupted them, so you set
them free!” He said, “How much to purchase their freedom?” She
said, “Such-and-such price.” He said, “Then I have purchased them,
and they are both free.” He said to an-Nahdiyyah and her daughter,
“Return her flour to her.” They said, “Or can we complete the task
and then return it?” He said, “As you like.”®

HA' - ¢

% HALAH bint Khuwaylid is the sister of Khadijah, the wife of
the Prophet #&. She is the mother of Abul-As bin ar-Rabf’. ‘A'ishah
#2 said, “Once, Halah bint Khuwaylid, Khadijah’s sister, asked
the permission of the Prophet # to enter. On that, the Prophet
£ remembered the way Khadijah used to ask permission, and that
stirred emotion within him. He said, ‘O Allah! Halah!” So I became
jealous and said, “What makes you remember an old woman
amongst the old women of Quraysh, an old woman (with a tooth-
less mouth) of red gums who died long ago, and in whose place
Allah has given you somebody better than her?” 7%

< HALAH bint ‘Awf is the sister of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Awf,
one of the 10 promised Paradise, and she was the wife of Bilal bin

Rabih.

«» HURAYRAH bint Zam’ah is the sister of Sawdah bint Zam’ah,
the wife of the Messenger of Allih #£. She married Mabad bin
Wahb. He fought in the Battle of Badr and became known for
fighting with two swords.

% HUZAYLAH bint al-Harith is the sister of Maymianah bint
al-Harith, the wife of the Messenger of Allih #. She is also the
maternal aunt to Ibn ‘Abbas and Khalid bin al-Walid. Her kunyah
is Umm Hufayd. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said that he and Khalid bin

® Collected by Ibn Hishim in 7he Prophetic Sirah.
6 Sahih al-Bukhari 3821
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al-Walid visited Maymiinah, the wife of the Messenger of Allih £,
in the company of the Messenger of Allah, and she was the mater-
nal aunt of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas and Khalid. He found with her a
roasted lizard, which her sister Umm Hufayd bint al-Harith had
brought from Najd, and she presented that lizard to the Messenger
of Allah €. It was rare that some food was presented to the Prophet
£ and it was not mentioned or named. When the Messenger of
Allah £ was about to stretch forth his hand towards the lizard,
a woman from amongst the women present there informed the
Messenger of Allih & what they had presented to him. They said,
“O Messenger of Allah, it is a lizard.” The Messenger of Allih ¥
withdrew his hand, whereupon Khalid bin al-Walid said:
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“O Messenger of Allah, is lizard harim?” He said, “No, but it is not
known among my people, so I have a dislike for it.”

So Khalid took some of the lizard meat and ate it while the
Messenger of Allih £ looked on.”

Huzaylah bint al-Harith embraced Islam after the migration, and
she gave the pledge.

% HUZAYLAH bint ‘Utbah is the mother of Zayd bin Kharijah,
the man who spoke after his death during the era of ‘Uthmin bin
‘Affan .

% HIND bint al-Harith bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib is the paternal
cousin of the Messenger of Allah £&.

« HIND bint Simik was the wife of Sad bin Mu'adh. The
Messenger of Allih £ said:

7 Sahih Muslim 1946

¢ Translator’s note: Imim al-Bayhaqi said that the chain of narration for this is au-
thentic.
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;U&admuﬂ’;ﬁ\w
The Throne shook at the death of Sa’d bin Mu’adh.®®

% HIND bint Sahl al-Juhniyyah is the mother of Mu'adh bin
Jabal. This was mentioned by Ibn Sad. Likewise, she is mentioned
among the five women who upheld the pledge along with Umm
‘Atiyyah. Umm ‘Atiyyah said, “We gave the pledge of allegiance to
the Prophet £, and he recited to me the verse:
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“‘O Prophet! When believing women come to you
to give you the pledge that they will not associate
anything in worship with Allah, that they will not
steal, that they will not commit illegal sexual inter-
course, that they will not kill their children, that
they will not utter slander, intentionally forging
falsehood, and that they will not disobey you in
any ma’raf (Islamic monotheism and all that which
Islim ordains), then accept their pledge and ask
Allah to forgive them. Verily, Allh is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful’

[Stirah al-Mumtahanah 60:12]

“And he also prevented us from wailing and lamenting over the
dead. A woman from us held her hand out and said, ‘Such-and-
such a woman cried over a dead person belonging to my family, and
I want to compensate her for that crying.” The Prophet did not say
anything in reply, and she left and returned. None of those women

9 Sahih al-Bukhiri 3803; Sahih Muslim 2466
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abided by her pledge except Umm Sulaym, Umm al-‘Al3’, Bint Abi
Sabrah, the wife of Mu'adh, and the mother of Muw’adh.””

% HIND bint ‘Utbah was the wife of Abtt Sufyan bin Harb and
the mother of Mu'awiyah. Her animosity towards the Muslims
before she embraced Islam is well-known. She was present at the
Battle of Uhud and she did what she did to Hamzah. She was
pitted against the Muslims until the conquest of Makkah; then her
husband embraced Islam. Hind wanted to embrace Islam and give
the pledge to the Messenger of Allih £, but she was remorseful and
afraid due to the harm she had caused the Muslims. Thus, she went
to give the pledge while wearing the veil. After she embraced Islam
and gave the pledge, she removed her veil, and she was accepted
without any hostility.

Hind said to the Messenger of Allah £&:
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“Aba Sufyan is a miser. Am I allowed to take from his money

secretly?” The Prophet £ said to her, “You and your sons may take
what is sufficient, reasonably and fairly.””*

Hind bint ‘Utbah died after her husband, during ‘Uthman bin
‘Affan’s caliphate.

% HIND bint ‘Atiq bin ‘A'idh is the daughter of Khadijah bint
Khuwaylid from her previous marriage to ‘Atiq. Thus, she is the
stepdaughter of the Messenger of Allah #. She married her pater-
nal cousin, Sayfi bin Umayyah bin ‘A'idh. She gave birth to their
son Muhammad bin Sayfi.

% HIND bint Amr is the paternal aunt of the well-known
Companion Jabir bin ‘Abdillah.

70 Sahih al-Bukhari 7215
7Y Sahih al-Bukhiri 2211
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% HIND al-Khawlaniyyah was the wife of Bilal bin Rabah. He
married her when he moved to Sham. She was originally from
Damascus.

WAW - 9

% WADDAH bint ‘Ugbah Umm al-Hakam embraced Islam and
gave the pledge to the Messenger of Allih €.

% WAHIBAH bint Ubayy bin Khalaf. Her father, Ubayy bin
Khalaf, was an enemy to Islam and the only person the Messenger

of Allah # killed with his own hand.

YA' -

.

% YUSAYRAH bint Mulaykah embraced Islim and gave the
pledge.

% YUSAYRAH bint Yasir embraced Islam, gave the pledge, and

migrated with the first group of emigrants.
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ALIF — |

<» UMM ABAN bint ‘Utbah was previously married to the noble
Companion Abin bin Sa'id bin al-As until he was killed in the
battle against the Romans known as the Battle of Ajnadayn. When
Umm Aban arrived from Sham, several men sought her hand in

marriage, including ‘Umar, ‘Ali, az-Zubayr, and Talhah. She chose
to marry Talhah.

% UMM IS'HAQ al-Ghanawiyyah is from the noble Companions
who migrated to Madinah. Her freed slave Umm Hakim bint Dinar
narrated her migration. Umm Is'haq migrated from Makkah with
her brother Is'haq, headed towards Madinah. When they reached
a passage, her brother said to her, “Sit and wait here until I return
from Makkah. I have to retrieve some provisions which I forgot
there.” Umm Is'haq said, “I fear that if you return to Makkah, the
evil one (meaning her husband) will kill you.” Her brother left her
and returned to Makkah. After three days, a rider passed by her
and said, “Umm Is'haq, why are you sitting here?” She said, “I am
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awaiting my brother Is'haq.” He replied, “There is no Is'haq for
you; he encountered your husband after leaving Makkah and [your
husband] killed him.”

Umm Is'hiq reached Madinah and entered upon the Prophet ££ as
he was performing wudi'. She said, “O Messenger of Allah, Is'haq
(her brother) has been killed.” The Prophet splashed a handful of
water on his face. Umm Hakim bint Dinar, the narrator of the
hadith, said, “She had just been afflicted with a severe calamity, and
you could see the tears in her eyes, but the tears were not streaming

down her cheeks.”

% UMM USAYD prepared food for the Prophet # when she
married. Sahl said, “When Abt Usayd as-SZidi married, he invited
the Prophet £ and his Companions. None prepared the food for
them and brought it to them except his wife. She soaked some dates
in water in a stone pot overnight, and when the Prophet & had
finished his food, she provided him with drink from the soaked

dates.”!

% UMM IYAS bint Abil-Haysar was the wife of ‘Abdur-Rahmin
bin ‘Awf. When ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf married her, the Prophet
£E said:

8Lay 595 o)
Hold a wedding feast, even if only with a sheep.?

% UMM AYMAN, the freed slave of Umm Ibrahim Mariyah the
Coptic. She is not the Umm Ayman who was the caretaker of the
Prophet #&. Ja'far bin Muhammad narrated from his father, “Umm
Ayman was the freed slave of Mariyah the Coptic, the mother
of Ibrahim the son of the Prophet #. When she would visit the
Prophet £, she would greet him by saying:

1 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5182
2 Sahibh Muslim 1427
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“‘Peace except upon you.’

“And the Prophet € would excuse her because she was not able to

say:
CeSle pl

“‘Peace be upon you.””

% UMM AYYUB bint Qays was the wife of the well-known
Companion Aba Ayyub. The Prophet # stayed with them, and
they prepared some food for him containing some legume vegeta-
bles. He disliked eating it, so he said to his Companions:

w\
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Eat it, for I am not like you are; I fear that I will offend my compan-
ion (meaning the angel).?

BA' — &

< UMM BURDAH bint al-Mundhir nursed Ibrahim, the son of
the Messenger of Allih £, when Mariyah put him down. And she

continued to nurse him until the day he died.

% UMM BISHR bint al-Bara' bin Ma’riir came to Ka'b bin Milik
while he was dying and said, “O Abu ‘Abdir-Rahman, if you meet
my father, convey the salim to him on my behalf” He replied,
“May Allah forgive you, O Umm Bishr! We are too busy to think
of that.” She said, “O Aba ‘Abdir-Rahmin! Did you not hear the
Messenger of Allih £ say:

sl o Lol b o e dend ragall 21yl O

3 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1810
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“‘Verily, the souls of the believers are birds that fly in Paradise
wherever they desire.””

He said, “Certainly, I have heard this.” She said, “That is what I

»4
mean.

JiM - &

s UMM JUNDAB is the mother of Abii Dharr al-Ghifari. She is
mentioned in the story of his conversion to Islim. Abi Dharr said,
“When I embraced Islam, I went to my mother and my brother
and they said, “We have no aversion to your religion,” and they
both embraced Islam.’

HA' - C

¢ UMM AL-HARITH from Banii Khazraj fought in the Battle
of Hunayn with the Messenger of Allih #£, and she did not flee
with those who fled.

<+ UMM HABIB bint al-‘Abbas is the first cousin of the Messenger
of Allah £

% UMM AL-HAKAM bint az-Zubayr bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib is
the paternal cousin of the Messenger of Allih #, and his sister
through nursing. The Prophet # would visit her in Madinah.
Umm al-Hakam said, “Some captives of war were brought to the
Messenger of Allah #£. I and my sister Fitimah, daughter of the
Messenger of Allah #2, went to him and complained to him about
our existing condition. We asked him to give us some captives. The

Messenger of Allah £ said, “The orphans of the people who were

* Sunan Ibn Majah 1516
> Sahth Muslim 2473
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killed in the Battle of Badr came before you (and they asked for the
captives). But I will tell you something better than that. You should

say:
S AEL L B - amEs mE s A 8 T A ceet
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“¢“Allah is the Greatest” after each prayer 33 times, “Allah is free
from imperfection” 33 times, “Praise be to Allah” 33 times, and
“There is no god worthy of worship except Allah alone, He has no
associate, the Kingdom belongs to Him, praise is due to Him, and
He has power over all things” (once).””¢

% UMM AL-HAKAM bint Abi Sufyan is the full sister of
Mu’awiyah, and the half-sister, by way of her father, to Umm
Habibah Ramlah bint Abi Sufyan, the wife of the Messenger of
Allah €.

% UMM HAKIM bint al-Harith became Muslim on the day of
the conquest of Makkah, and her husband ‘Tkrimah bin Abi Jahl
fled from Islim as far as Yemen. Umm Hakim set out after him
until she came to him in Yemen, and she invited him to Islam and
he became Muslim. He then went to the Messenger of Allih #&.
When the Messenger of Allih £ saw him, he rushed to him in
joy and did not bother to put on his cloak until he had made the
pledge with him. Their marriage remained valid and they were not
commanded to remarry.” '

% UMM HUMAYD was the wife of Abi Humayd as-SZidi. She
came to the Prophet £ and said, “O Messenger of Allih, I love to
pray with you.” He said:

6 Sunan Abi Dawid 2987
7 Muwatta' Malik 1141
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I know that you love to pray with me, but praying in your house
is better for you than praying in your courtyard, and praying in
your courtyard is better for you than praying in the masjid of your
people, and praying in the masjid of your people is better for you
than praying in my masjid.

So she ordered that a prayer place be built for her in the furthest

and darkest part of her house, and she always prayed there until she
met Allah (until she died).®

KHA' - ¢

s UMM AL-KHAYR Salma bint Sakhar is the mother of Aba
Bakr as-Siddiq. She was from the first and foremost to embrace
Islam. At-Tabarani narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Aba Bakr’s
mother embraced Islam, as did ‘Uthmians mother, az-Zubayr’s
mother, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf’s mother, and ‘Ammar bin Yasir’s
mother.” Aba Bakr brought his mother to the Messenger of Allih
£ and said, “O Messenger of Allah, this is my mother; invite her to
Islam and supplicate for her.” He supplicated for her and he invited
her to Islam, and she embraced Islam.

DAL - >

% UMM AD-DAHDAH is the wife of Abud-Dahdah. She was

8 Musnad Iméam Abmad 26550; classed as sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah in his Sahih (3/95),
by Ibn Hibban (5/595) and al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib war-Tarbib (1/135).
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pleased with her husband preferring Paradise over the worldly life.
Their story has been collected in Sahih Muslim. Anas narrated, “An
orphan disputed with Aba Lubabah’ concerning a date tree. The
orphan wanted to erect his wall, but the date tree belonging to Abi
Lubabah was impeding this. The Prophet #£ ruled in favor of Aba
Lubabah, and the orphan began to cry. The Prophet £ said to Abi
Lubabah, ‘Give him your date tree.” But Aba Lubabah refused. The
Prophet £ said, ‘Give him your date tree and you will have a date
branch'® in Paradise as compensation.” Abii Lubabah said, ‘No.’

“Abud-Dahdah overheard the conversation and went to Aba
Lubabah and said, “Will you sell me your one date tree for my
garden of date trees?” Abit Lubabah said, ‘Yes.” Abud-Dahdih went
to the Messenger of Allah £ and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, if
I give that date tree you requested for the orphan, will I have a
date branch in Paradise?” The Messenger of Allih #& said, ‘Yes.’
Abud-Dahdih went to his wife said, ‘Umm ad-Dahdah, leave the
garden, because I have given it as a loan to my Lord the Exalted.’
She said, “That is a successful trade, O Abud-Dahdah.” She then

moved her children and belongings to their new location.”

Abud-Dahdih was killed in the Battle of Uhud, and the Messenger
of Allah £ said:
ANE A R I

How many hanging date branches will Abud-Dahdah have in
Paradise!"

Umm ad-Dahdah died during the lifetime of the Prophet £, and
he led the Janazah prayer for her.

? Translator’s note: Abii Lubabah ## is from the noble Companions. The Prophet £
ordered him to guard Madinah during the Battle of Badr, and he received the reward
like those who attended the battle.

19 Translator’s note: Imam an-Nawawi said in his explanation of this hadith that this
word refers to a branch and not the entire date tree.

W Sahih Muslim 965; Musnad Imaim Abhmad 12482
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DHAL - 3

% UMM DHARR was the wife of Aba Dharr. She embraced
Islam during the early days with her husband. Ibrahim bin al-As-
yar narrated from his father that Umm Dharr said, “When death
approached Aba Dharr, I cried. He said, “Why are you crying?’ I
said, ‘You are dying in the desert and I don’t even have a garment
large enough to cover you with.” He said, ‘T give you glad tidings,
so don’t cry. I heard the Messenger of Allih £ saying to a group of
men while I was among them, “A man from amongst you will die
in the desert and his death will be witnessed by a group of believ-
ers.” All of the men in the gathering that day died in a village, and I
am the only one remaining. I have not lied nor was I lied to, so go
to the road and look for those men.’ I said, “The pilgrims for Hajj
have already gone and the road has been blocked.” Aba Dharr said,
‘Go to the road and look for the men.” I went to the dune to look
and then I returned, and he had become sicker.

“As we were in this state, all of a sudden, some men appeared on
their riding beasts as though they were clouds. I motioned to them
and they hurried to me until they reached me. They said, ‘O female
servant of Allah, what is the matter?’ I said, ‘A Muslim is near death
and he needs to be shrouded.” They said, “Who is he?’ I said, ‘Aba
Dharr.” They said, “The Companion of the Messenger of Allah?’ I
replied in the affirmative. They hurried to him and entered upon
him. Aba Dharr said to them, ‘T give you glad tidings; I heard the
Messenger of Allih # say, “A man from amongst you will die in
the desert and a group of believers will witness.” I was present in
this group, and everyone else who was present in that gathering has
died, and I am the only one remaining. I did not lie nor was I lied
to. I do not have enough clothing to cover me and my wife. Thus,
I implore you, by Allah—I do not want a garment from a man
among you if he is a ruler, corporal, courier, or monk.” There was
only one young man among them who fit this description. He said,
‘T will cover you with my waist wrap, O uncle; this garment was
sewn with the thread of my mother.” Abii Dharr said, “You are the
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one to shroud me.” Thus, the young man provided the shroud, and

all the men buried him when he died.”*?

< UMM DHARRAH is from the noble Companions. She used
to wrap ‘A'ishah’s head in musk and place amber in her #47im. She

heard the Messenger of Allah #£ say:

A gl 57 ) 5
I and the one who takes care of the orphan will be like this on the
Day of Judgment.

And he joined his middle and index finger together.?

RA' —

% UMM RUMAN bint ‘Amir bin ‘Uwaymir was the wife of Aba
Bakr as-Siddiq and the mother of ‘Abdur-Rahmin and ‘A'ishah.
The scholars differ concerning her name. Some say her name was
Zaynab or Dad. She was from the first and foremost to embrace

Islam. ‘A'ishah said:
¢ 2 g & “ e E o of o1
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I do not remember my parehts ever following anything but the true
religion.'

She died in 6 AH, during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allih £

ZAY -

% UMM ZAYD was a woman from the Ansar. She had a disagree-

12 Zid al-Md'id 31534-535 and Sahih at-Targhib 3314; declared authentic by al-Albani.
13 Subih al-Bukhari 5546
% Sahibh al-Bukhari 3905
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ment with her husband that led to a physical altercation between
his family and her family. As the Prophet # went to resolve the
issue, the following verse was revealed":

\Wu e W;:Js G ol oly b
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And if two parties or groups among the believers
fall to fighting, then make peace between them
both, but if one of them rebels against the other,
then fight you (all) against the one that rebels till
it complies with the command of Allah; then if it
complies, make reconciliation between them justly
and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who are
equitable.

[Sirah al-Hujurat 49:9]

SIN —

% UMM SALIM was from the Companions of the Prophet #5.
Her son Salim was the freed slave of Abi Hudhayfah. Her son is
mentioned in the statement of the Messenger of Allih £&:

Gl 5 g phie ol e G 2l G SEAN 112
Learn the Qur'an from four people: ‘Abdullah bin Mas’iid, Salim,
Mu’adh bin Jabal, and Ubayy bin Ka’b.'¢

Salim carried the flag during the Battle of Yamamah. When his

15 Tafsir ap-Tabari, Surah al-Hujurat 49:9
16 Sahih al-Bukhiri 3808
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right arm was cut off, he carried the flag with his left hand; when
his left arm was cut off, he carried it with his neck until he was
killed. ‘Abdullah bin Shaddad said, “‘Umar gave Umm Salim the
inheritance for her son when he was killed during the Battle of
Yamamah.”

% UMM AS-SA'IB—also known as Umm al-Musayyib—is
mentioned in the narration collected in Sahih Muslim. Jabir bin
‘Abdillah said that the Messenger of Allih £ visited her when she

was sick and said:

By 22 6 wwu::mﬂrf jsuusrxug,uu
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“Umm as-Sa'ib or Umm al-Musayyib, why are you shivering?” She
said, “It is fever, and may it not be blessed by Allah,” whereupon
he (the Prophet) said, “Don’t curse fever, for it expiates the sin of
the children of Adam just as a furnace removes the alloy of iron.”"”

% UMM SABRAH was from the Companions of the Messenger
of Allah #% and a narrator of hadith. Her son narrated that his
mother heard the Prophet ££ say:

V5 Jss % A Sl (.Jw);,@ yj ‘45;,;3/\1;,;53&;\1

There is no prayer for the one who does not have wudu , and there
is no wudii' for the one who does not mention the name of Allah
the Exalted; and the person who does not love the Ansar does not
believe in me.!®

< UMM SA’D was the mother of Sad bin Mu'adh. The Messenger
of Allah £ said:

7 Sahih Muslim 2575
¥ Musnad Iméim Abhmad 22152
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S8 i ke 3l A B
The Throne shook at the death of Sa’d bin Mu’adh.”

s UMM SAD Jamilah bint Sad bin ar-Rabi’ al-Ansari was the
wife of Zayd bin Thabit. Her father, Sad bin ar-Rabt’, was killed
during the Battle of Uhud while her mother was pregnant with her.
Her mother gave birth to her one month later. Umm Sad was raised
as an orphan in the home of Abu Bakr as-Siddiq. Jabir bin ‘Abdillah

said:
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The wife of Sad bin ar-Rabl came with her two daughters from
Sad to the Messenger of Allih #£ and said, “O Messenger of Allah,
these two are daughters of Sa'd bin ar-Rabf’, who fought along with
you on the Day of Uhud and was martyred. Their uncle took their
wealth, without leaving any wealth for them, and they will not be
married unless they have wealth.” He said, “Allah will decide on
that matter.” Thus, the verse about inheritance was revealed, so the
Messenger of Allah #% sent word to their uncle, saying, “Give the
two daughters of Sa'd two-thirds, and give their mother one-eighth,

and whatever remains, then it is for you.”?

% UMM SAYF was the wet nurse for Ibrihim, the son of the
Messenger of Allah #. She was married to Aba Sayf, the black-
smith. The Messenger of Allih #£ said:

Y Sahih al-Bukhiri 3803; Sahih Muslim 2466
2 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 2236; Abu ‘Isa said it is hasan sahih.
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A child was born to me this night, and I named him after the name
of my father Ibrahim. I then sent him to Umm Sayf, the wife of a
blacksmith who was called Aba Sayf.

AY ' 13
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He (the Prophet) went to him and I (Anas, the narrator) followed
him until we reached Abui Sayf, and he was blowing fire with the
help of a blacksmith’s bellows, and the house was filled with smoke.
I hastened my step and went ahead of the Messenger of Allah ¥
and said, “Abii Sayf, stop it; the Messenger of Allah £ has arrived.”
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He stopped, and the Messenger of Allah £ called for the child. He
embraced him and said what Allah had desired. Anas said, “I saw
the boy breathe his last breath in the presence of Allah’s Messenger
4. The eyes of the Messenger of Allih shed tears and he said,
‘Ibrahim, our eyes shed tears and our hearts are filled with grief,
but we do not say anything except what Allah is pleased with. O

Ibrahim, we are grieved for you.”

2 Sahih Muslim 2315
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SHIN — _p

< UMM ASH-SHARID left a will bequeathal for her son
ash-Sharid to free a believing slave. Ash-Sharid said:

-0,
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I came to the Messenger of Allah and said, “My mother left a
bequeathal saying that a slave should be freed on her behalf. I have a
Nubian slave-girl; will it suffice if I free her on her behalf?” He said,
“Bring her here.” The Prophet said to her, “Who is your Lord?”

She said, “Allah.” He said, “Who am I?” She said, “The Messenger
of Allah.” He said, “Set her free, for she is a believer.”??

z 4
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% UMM SHARIK was a wealthy woman from the Ansar. She
spent a lot of wealth for the cause of Allah. Fatimah bint Qays said:
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‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf proposed marriage to me, along W1th
others from the Companions of Muhammad ££. And the Messenger
of Allah £ proposed that I marry his freed slave, Usamah bin Zayd.
I was told that the Messenger of Allah had said, “Whoever loves

me, let him love Usamah.”

2 Sunan an-Nasi't 3653
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When the Messenger of Allah spoke to me, I said, “My affairs are in
your hands; marry me to whomever you wish.”
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He said, “Go to Umm Sharik.” Umm Sharik was a rich Ansari

woman who used to spend a great deal in the cause of Allah, and
she always had a lot of guests.
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I said, “I will do that.” He sald, “Do not do that, for Umm Sharik
has a lot of guests, and I would not like your khimar to fall off or

your shins to become uncovered and the people to see something

of you that you do not want them to see. Rather, go to your cousin
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Umm Maktiim, who is a man of Banii Fihr.”
So I went to him.?

% UMM SHARIK ad-Dawsiyyah Ghuzaylah embraced Islam
during the month of Ramadan. Aba Hurayrah narrated her story,
which has been collected by al-Bayhaqi. He said, “Umm Sharik
searched for someone to escort her to the Messenger of Allah £ in
Madinah. She encountered a Jewish man who said to her, “What
do you need, Umm Sharik?’ She said, ‘T am looking for a man to
escort me to the Messenger of Allah #2.” He said, ‘Come; my wife
and I will escort you.” She said, “Wait for me until I fill my water-

2 Sunan an-Nasi't 3237
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skin with water.” He said, ‘I have water, so you don’t need to get
water.” When the evening came, he took shelter and said, ‘O Umm
Sharik, come and have dinner.” She said, ‘I am thirsty. I can’t eat
until I drink some water.” He said, ‘T will not pour you water until
you become a Jew.” She said, ‘May Allah not reward you with good;
you took me from my homeland and prevented me from bringing
water.” He said, ‘By Allah, I will not pour you a drop of water until
you become a Jew.” She replied, ‘By Allah, I will never become a Jew
after being guided to Islam.’

“She tied up her camel and rested her head on its knees and went
to sleep. She said, ‘T was awakened by a cold pail which dropped
by my side. I raised my head to see that it was water which was
extremely white, whiter than milk, and sweeter than honey. I drank
from it until my thirst was quenched. When the water was gone, the
pail filled again, and I watched it as it ascended to the sky. When
the morning came, the Jewish man came. I said to him, “Allih has
given me drink.” He said, “Where did it come from? Did it descend
from the sky?” I said, “Yes, by Allah. Allah the Exalted sent it down
from the sky and then it ascended to the sky again.” We contin-
ued our journey until we reached the Messenger of Allah & and 1
narrated what had occurred to him. 7%

TA' - b

% UMM TARIQ was the freed slave of Sad bin ‘Ubadah, the chief
of the Khazraj tribe. Sad bin ‘Ubadah was killed by the jinn when
he urinated in a hole that was their dwelling place, and they said:

Csbuvbrwaw)),obu‘jmc)fd‘wwﬁ
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We have killed the leader of the Khazraj, S2d bin ‘Ubadah; we

struck him with an arrow, and we did not miss his heart.

24 Collected by al-Bayhaqi (6/123).
Y yhaq
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% UMM TUFAYL was the wife of Ubayy bin Ka'b. Ubayy said,
“Umar and I disputed concerning the waiting period for the woman
whose husband dies while she is pregnant. I said that she is able to
remarry after she gives birth. Umm Tufayl said, “The Messenger of
Allih #8 gave Subay’ah al-Aslamiyyah permission to marry after she
gave birth.””

% UMM TALIQ was the wife of Aba Talig. She said, “O Abu
Taliq, Hajj season has arrived.” And Aba Taliq had a she-camel and
a camel. He used his she-camel for Hajj and his camel for battle.
Umm Taliq asked her husband to give her the camel so she could
perform Hajj. He said, “Don’t you know I use the camel for the
path of Allah?” She replied, “Hajj is in the path of Allah, so give
me the camel, may Allah have mercy upon you.” He refused to do
s0, so she said, “Then give me the she-camel and you can perform
Hajj on the camel.” He said, “I will not give you preference over
myself.” She said, “Give me provisions for Hajj.” He said, “I do not
have any extra other than what I have for myself and my family and
what I have left for you all.” She said, “If you give it to me, Allah
will replace it for you.” The next day, she said to him, “When you
see the Messenger of Allah £, convey the greeting of salam to him
from me and inform him of what I told you.” Aba Taliq went to the
Messenger of Allih 4§ and conveyed the salim from his wife and
informed him of what she said. The Messenger of Allih #£ said:

Lkesl Jy call) o 3 OIS Jaod) gaasl ) 5l o S50
sy st o Lgadael Jy Al o b S alSO B
RONPAL

Umm Taliq has spoken the truth. If you would have given her the
camel, it would have surely been in the path of Allah, and if you
would have given her the she-camel, it and you would have surely

been in the path of Allah. And if you would have given her the
provision, Allah would have surely replaced it for you.

Abu Taliq said, “She asks, “What is equivalent to Hajj?”” The
Prophet £ said:
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‘Umrah during Ramadan.”

AYN - ¢

% UMM AMIR bint Abi Quhifah is the sister of Aba Bakr
as-Siddiq. She married ‘Amir bin Abi Waqqas.

» UMM ‘AMIR al-Fihriyyah is the mother of Aba ‘Ubaydah bin
al-Jarrah, one of the 10 promised Paradise. She was alive when the
revelation was revealed, and she embraced Islam.

% UMM AMIR is the mother of Abut-Tufayl Amir bin Wathilah.
Abut-Tufayl Amir bin Wathilah was the last Companion to die. He
died in Makkah in 110 AH. Abut-Tufayl said, “I saw the Messenger
of Allah # the day Makkah was conquered. I will never forget the
whiteness of his face and the blackness of his hair. I said to my
mother, “Who is this?” She said, “This is the Messenger of Allih
g 726

<+ UMM ‘ABDILLAH bint Aws al-Ansiriyyah is the sister of
Shaddad bin Aws. Umm ‘Abdillah narrated that she sent to the
Messenger of Allih & a bowl of milk to break his fast with after
a long, hot day. The courier returned the milk to her and asked,
“Where did you get this milk from?” She said, “From my sheep.”
The courier said, “Where did you get the sheep from?” She said, “I
purchased it from my wealth.” Thus, the courier accepted the milk.
The next day, Umm ‘Abdillah went to the Messenger of Allih £
and said, “O Messenger of Allah, yesterday I sent some milk to you
and it was initially returned to me.” The Prophet £ said:

% Collected by Ibn Abi Shaybah with a good chain of narration.
% Sunan Abi Dawid 11463
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This is what the Messengers have been commanded with: to only eat
from the wholesome food and to only perform righteous actions.””

% UMM ABDILLAH bint Hanzalah bin Qasimah is the wife
of Nu'aym bin ‘Abdillah an-Nahham, the tenth person to embrace
Islaim. ‘Abdullih bin ‘Umar went to his father, ‘Umar, and said,
“I proposed to the daughter of Nu'aym an-Nahhim, and I want
you to go with me and speak to him on my behalf.” ‘Umar said, “I
know Nu'aym better than you. He has a nephew who is an orphan
living with him. And he is not going to dust the people’s skin and
leave his own skin dusty.”?® Ibn ‘Umar said, “Her mother has asked
me to marry her.” ‘Umar said, “If you are determined to do so, then
take your uncle Zayd bin al-Khattab with you.”

Zayd and Ibn ‘Umar went to Nu’aym, and it was as though he had
heard the speech of ‘Umar. Nuaym kindly welcomed them and
honored them within his home. He said to them concerning Ibn
‘Umar’s proposal to marry his daughter, “I have a nephew who is an
orphan, and I am not going to dust the skin of the people and leave
my own skin dusty.” Umm ‘Abdillah, the mother of his daughter,
responded from the other end of the house, saying, “By Allah, you
are not going to marry her to your nephew until the Messenger of
Allah £ judges between us. Are you going to hold her captive with
an orphan from Bana ‘Adi, your weak nephew?”

Then she went to the Messenger of Alldh #% and informed him of
what had occurred. He called for Nuaym, and he explained what
had occurred. The Messenger of Allih £ said to Nu'aym, “Keep
the ties of kinship and make your orphan and the mother of your
daughter happy, for surely both of them have a portion in this
affair” Meaning: Nu'aym was not able to force his daughter to

%7 Collected by Imam Ahmad in “The Book of Zuhd” (p. 398) and by Muslim (3/85);
declared authentic by al-Albani.

2 Translator’s note: Meaning, he will marry his daughter to his kin before marrying
her to a non-relative.
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marry his nephew.”’

Nu'aym embraced Islam before ‘Umar, but he did not migrate
until shortly before the conquest of Makkah. That is because he
financially supported the widows and orphans of Bana ‘Adi. Thus,
when he wanted to migrate to Madinah, his people said to him,
“Stay with us and practice any religion you want.” Zubayr said,
“When Nu’aym arrived in Madinah, the Prophet £ said to him, ‘O
Nu’aym, your people treated you better than my people.” Nu'aym
said, ‘On the contrary, your people treated you better, O Messenger
of Allah.” The Prophet #£ said, ‘My people expelled me, while your
people kept you.” Nu'aym said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, your people
expelled you to migration, while my people kept me away from
you.” %0

% UMM ABDILLAH bint Abi Dami was the wife of Aba Misa.
When Abi Miisa was close to death, he fell unconscious. When he
woke, his wife was crying in a raised voice, and he said to her, “Do
you remember what the Messenger of Allah £ said?” She said, “Of
course,” and then she went silent. He said to her, “What did the
Messenger of Allah #¢ say?” She said, “The Messenger of Allah £

said:

’«,/,//*////”/, o . ‘f’ P ot
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““He is not one of us who raises his voice in lamentation, shaves his

head, or rends his garments.” 3!

<» UMM ABDILLAH bint ‘Adi bin Khuwaylid is the niece of
Khadijah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah .

< UMM ABDILLAH bint Nubayh is the mother of ‘Abdullih
bin ‘Amr bin al-As.

% Collected by al-Bayhaqi from the hadith of ‘Urwah, narrated by Ibn ‘Umar.
30 Sahih al-Bukhiri 2313

3\ Sunan an-Nasi'i 1865
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% UMM ABD bint Abd Wudd bin Sawa' is the mother of
‘Abdullah bin Mas'ad. Aba Maisa said, “I used to believe that
‘Abdullah bin Mas'td and his mother were from the family of the
Prophet £, due to them visiting him often.”

% UMM °‘UBAYS was from the first and foremost to embrace
Islam, and she was severely punished by the pagans. She is from
the seven slaves freed by Aba Bakr. Abii Bakr freed seven slaves
who were punished in the path of Allah: Amir bin Fuhayrah,
Bilal, Zinnirah, Umm ‘Ubays, an-Nahdiyyah and her daughter,
and Labibah (the slave of Banul-Mu'ammal).?? She was married to
Kurayz and gave birth to their son ‘Ubays.

% UMM ‘ISMAH al-‘Awsiyyah was a narrator of hadith. She was
married to Ibn Qays. She said that the Messenger of Allah #£ said:
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There is no Muslim who commits a sin except that the angel
entrusted to count his sins waits three hours. If he seeks Allah’s
forgiveness from that sin, it will not be raised against him on the
Day of Judgment.?

% UMM AL-ALA' was a woman from the Ansir. She gave the
pledge of allegiance to the Prophet 2. She said, “The emigrants
were distributed amongst us by drawing lots, and we drew ‘Uthman
bin Maz’'in. We made him stay with us in our house. Then he
suffered from a disease which proved fatal when he died, and he
was given a bath and was shrouded in his clothes. The Messenger
of Allah # came and I said, ‘May Allih be merciful to you, O
Abus-§2'ib (‘Uthman bin Maz’iin)! I testify that Allah has honored
you.” The Prophet £ said:

32 Collected by al-Hakim (5241).
% Collected by al-Hakim (4/262), with an authentic chain of narration.
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“‘How do you know that Allah has honored him?’

“I replied, ‘O Messenger of Allah, let my father be sacrificed for
you! On whom else shall Allah bestow His honor?” The Prophet £

said:
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“‘As for him, that which is certain came to him. By Allah, I hope
for him good, but by Allah, I do not know what Allah will do with
me, though I am the Messenger of Allah.””

Gly - 5,5
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Umm al-Ala’ said, “By Allah, I never attested to the piety of anyone
after that.”

QAF - &

s UMM QAYS bint Mihsan is the sister of ‘Ukashah bin Mihsan.
She was from the foremost to embrace Islaim in Makkah, and then
she migrated to Madinah. She is the mother of the boy who urinated
on the Messenger of Allah #. Umm Qays bint Mihsan said, “I
brought my young son, who had not started eating (ordinary food),
to the Messenger of Allih #, and he placed him in his lap. The
child urinated on the garment of the Prophet &, so he asked for
water and poured it over the soiled (area) and did not wash it.”*

Umm Qays is likewise mentioned in the hadith of prophetic
medicine. Umm Qays bint Mihsan went to the Prophet # with
her son, whose palate and tonsils she had pressed to treat a throat
trouble. He said to her:

34 Sabib al-Bukhbdri 1243
3 Sahih al-Bukhiri 223
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Fear Allih; why do you pain your children by having their tonsils
pressed like that? You should use Indian aloeswood (al-%d

al-hindi), for in it are seven cures, one of which is pleurisy.*

KAF — &)

% UMM KA’B al-Ansariyyah was from the noble Companions of
the Messenger of Allah £&. She died during childbirth. Samurah bin
Jundub said:
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I prayed behind the Messenger of Allah ££ for Umm Ka’b. She died
while giving birth. The Messenger of Allah £ stood in front of her

waist to lead the prayer for her.?”

MIM—(

% UMM MALIK al-Ansari used to send clarified butter in a
small skin to the Messenger of Allih #. Her sons would ask her
for condiments when they had none, and she would go to that
skin and give them from its contents. Each time she would go to
the skin, she would find it full with clarified butter, even though
she had not added any butter to it, until one day she squeezed it
completely empty. She went to the Prophet £ and informed him
of this. He said to her, “Did you squeeze it completely empty?” She
said, “Yes.” He said to her:

36 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5368; Sahih Muslim 287
37 Sahih Muslim 964
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If you would have left some, it would have continued to provide
for you.3®

% UMM MALIK al-Bahziyyah was from the noble Companions
and was a narrator of hadith. She narrated ahdidith concerning
the fitnah that would appear. Umm Malik al-Bahziyyah narrated
that the Messenger of Allah # mentioned fitnah, such that it was
drawing near. She said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, who is the
best of people during this firnah?” He said:
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“‘A man among his livestock who pays what is due on them and
worships his Lord. And a man clutching the head of his horse,
terrified of his enemy, and they are terrified of him.””%

% UMM MUBASH'SHIR bint Bishr bin al-Bard' bin Ma’rur
al-Ansari is the daughter of the Companion who died after eating
the poisoned sheep given to the Prophet . Umm Mubash'shir said
to the Prophet £, during the sickness of which he died, “To what
do you attribute your illness, O Messenger of Allah? I do not attri-

bute the illness of my father except to the poisoned sheep of which
he had eaten with you at Khaybar.” The Messenger of Allih #£ said:
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I only attribute my illness to that. And this is the time when it is

cutting off my aorta.*

% UMM MABAD Atikah bint Khilid al-Khuz#'iyyah is from
the noble Companions. The Prophet £ passed by her tent along

38 Sahih Muslim 2280
¥ Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 2177
4 Sunan Abi Diwid 4513
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with Aba Bakr and Abu Bakr's freed slave, Amir bin Fuhayrah,
when they migrated to Madinah. ‘A'ishah narrated that the Prophet
£ and Abi Bakr hired a man who was a pagan from the tribe of
Banud-Dil as an expert guide (Abdullah bin Urayqit). The Prophet
£ and Abi Bakr gave him their two riding camels and took a
promise from him to bring their riding camels in the morning of

the third day to the Cave of Thawr.*!

Umm Ma’bad was known as a generous woman who would sit in
her camp and feed the travelers who passed by. When the Messenger
of Allah and Aba Bakr passed by her tent, they asked her if she had
food or drink they could purchase from her. Regretfully, she did not
have any food or drink to provide for them. The Prophet £ saw a
scrawny goat which was being kept away from other sheep due to
its weakness. He asked her if the goat had any milk. Umm Ma'bad
replied that the goat was too scrawny to have milk. The Messenger

of Allah #% said to her:

Sl of J sl

Do you give me permission to milk it??

She said, “Yes, if you believe it has milk.” The Prophet ¥ rubbed
the udder of the goat and said, “In the name of Allah”; the udder
swelled with milk, and the Prophet # called for a large vessel and
filled it with milk. Then he milked the goat until Umm Ma’bad
and his Companions drank her fill. He then said, “The one who
holds the cup drinks last,” and he drank his fill. Then he milked the
goat a third time and filled the vessels of Umm Ma’bad, and they

departed. Ibn Hisham said, “Umm Ma’bad was a Muslim during
this day.”

The goat which the Prophet £ rubbed lived until the Year of Ashes,
which was 18 AH. The Year of Ashes was so named due to the lack
of rainfall.

41 Sahibh al-Bukbari 2264
2 Collected by at-Tabarani (7/124).
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When Umm Mabad’s husband returned, he was amazed to see
their vessels filled with milk. He said, “O Umm Ma’bad, where did
you get this milk from?” She replied, “A blessed man passed by!”

Hubaysh bin Khalid is the brother of Umm Mabad and a
Companion of the Messenger of Allih #&. He was killed during the
conquest of Makkah. He narrated the description of the Prophet
£ given by his sister Umm Ma’bad. Although Umm Ma’bad only
spent a short time hosting the Prophet £, she gave her husband a
detailed description of him. Umm Ma’bad said:
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I saw a man who is distinctly handsome with a face that’s bright.
He is well-built, neither blemished by a big belly nor disfigured by
an unusually small head. He is handsome and well-portioned. The
pupils of his eyes are extremely black; his eyelashes are very long.
His voice has raspiness. His neck is long and his beard is thick.
His eyebrows are close and naturally arched. His hair is exceedingly

black.
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When he is silent, he is enveloped in an aura of dignity. When he
speaks, splendor is exhibited in his words. He is the most beauti-
ful and splendid person from afar, and the most handsome and
pleasant person from up close. His oration is sweet and deliberate,
neither short nor long-winded. It is as though his speech is a string
of pearls.
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He is of medium height, not exceedingly tall or exceedingly short
causing the eye to dip. He is like a branch between two branches.
He is the most radiant of the three and the most respected of them.
He has companions who surround him; when he speaks, they listen
to his words, and when he commands, they hasten to carry out his
order. They serve and gather around him. He neither frowns nor
refuses.

Abu Ma'bad said, “That is the companion from the Quraysh; I will

surely follow him if I am able.”®

s UMM MABAD bint ‘Abdillih bin ‘Umar bin Harim is the
sister of Jabir bin ‘Abdillah. Jabir bin ‘Abdillah said, “The Messenger
of Allah # used to visit the orchard of Umm Mabad, and he said
to her:
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“‘O Umm Ma’bad, who has planted this tree—a Muslim or a
non-Muslim?’ She said, ‘Of course, a Muslim.” The Prophet £ said,
‘No Muslim plants a tree and its fruits are eaten by human beings,
beasts, or birds except that it will be charity for him on the Day of
Judgment.””%

% UMM MUSA al-Lakhmiyyah is the mother of Misi bin
Nusayr, the governor who led the conquest of Andalus. She partic-

# Collected by al-Bayhaqi in “Proof of Prophethood” (hadith 255).
44 Sahih Muslim 1552
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ipated in the Battle of Yarmuk with her husband Nusayr. During
this battle, she killed a pagan and took his loot. She narrated the
event, saying, “We were a group of women when some pagan men
passed by. I saw one of the pagan men dragging a man from among
the Muslims. So I grabbed a pole, creeped up close to him, and
cracked his head. I began to take his loot, and the men helped me
carry it.”

WAW - 3

% UMM WARAQAH bint ‘Abdillah bin al-Harith was nicknamed
“the Martyr” by the Messenger of Allih #£ while she was alive. She
is also called Umm Waraqah bint Nawfal as an ascription to her

great-great-grandfather. Umm Waraqah said to the Messenger of
Allah €.
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O Messenger of Allah, permit me to attend the battle (of Badr) with

you so I may nurse you when you’re sick, and perchance Allah will
bestow martyrdom upon me.

The Messenger of Allah £ said to her:
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Remain in your home, for surely, Allah the Exalted will bestow
martyrdom upon you.

The narrator of the hadith, Abdur-Rahman bin Khallad, said that,
from that day forth, she was known as “the Martyr.” She used to
recite the Qur'an in her home. She sought permission from the
Prophet £ to have a mu adh 'dbin in her house. Thus, he permitted
her to do so. She announced that her slave and slave-girl would be
free after her death. One night, they went to her and strangled her
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with a sheet of cloth until she died, and they ran away. The next
day, ‘Umar announced to the people that anyone who has knowl-
edge about them or has seen them should bring them to him. After
their arrest, ‘Umar ordered that they be crucified. This was the first
crucifixion in Madinah.®

YA - S

% UMM YAHYA was the wife of Usayd bin Khudayr. Her
husband is mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhdiri in the chapter entitled
“The merits of Usayd bin Khudayr and ‘Abbad bin Bishr.” Anas

said:
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Two men left the Prophet £ on a very dark night. Suddenly; a light

came in front of them, and when they separated, the light also
separated along with them.*

‘A'ishah said, “We returned from Hajj, and the announcement was
given for the death of Usayd’s wife, so he covered his face and began
to cry.”

% UMM YAHYA bint Abi Ihab married ‘Ugbah bin al-Harith.
‘Ugbah said, “I married a woman, then a black woman came to
us and said, ‘I breastfed you both.” I went to the Prophet and said,
‘I married so-and-so, and a black woman came to me and said, “I
breastfed you both.”” He turned away from me, so I came to him
from the other side and said, ‘She is lying.” The Messenger of Allah
£ said:

#
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® Sunan Abi Diwid 591; declared hasan by al-Albani.
4 Sahih al-Bukhairi 3805
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“‘How could you keep her as your wife when she (this woman)
believes she breastfed you both? Leave her (divorce her).””*

47 Sunan an-Nasi'i 3330
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< THE SISTERS OF JABIR BIN ‘ABDILLAH AL-ANSARI
were from the Companions of the Messenger of Allih #£. The schol-
ars differ concerning their number; some say he had seven sisters,
some say nine. Jabir bin ‘Abdillah said, “I married a woman during
the lifetime of the Messenger of Allih #. When I came across him,
he said:

“‘Jabir, have you marrxed?’
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“I said, “Yes.” He said, ‘A virgin or one prekusly marned? I said,
‘Previously married.” He said, “Why did you not marry a virgin
with whom to play together?’
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she (a virgin) might intervene between me and them.” He said, ‘In
that case, this is good. A woman is married for her religion, her
wealth, and her beauty, so you should choose one with religion.
May you prosper!’ !

% THE SISTER OF ‘UQBAH BIN AMIR was from the
Companions of the Messenger of Allih #. ‘Ugbah said:
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My sister vowed to walk to the House of Allah, and she told me to

ask the Messenger of Allah about that. So I asked the Prophet for
her and he said, “Let her walk, and let her ride.”

< THE SISTER OF NU'MAN BIN BASHIR is from the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah #. She witnessed one of
the many miracles of the Prophet . She said, “My mother, ‘Amrah
bint Rawahah, called me one day and gave me a handful of dates
in a garment. She said, ‘My dear daughter, go to your father and
your uncle, ‘Abdullah bin Rawahah, with their lunch.” So I took
the dates and headed towards them. I passed by the Messenger of
Allah #8 while seeking my father and my uncle. The Messenger of
Allih £ said, ‘Come here, dear child; what is this you have?’ I said,
‘O Messenger of Allah, these are dates. My mother sent me to take
them to my father, Bashir bin Sad, and my uncle, ‘Abdullih bin
Rawahah, for their lunch.” He said, ‘Give them to me.” So I poured
them into the palm of the Messenger of Allih #£. The dates were
not enough to fill his palm. Then he asked for a garment, and he
laid it out and spread the dates on top of it. The dates began to
scatter and multiply on top of the garment. He said:

L Sabih Muslim 715
% Sunan an-Nasi'i 3814
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“‘Call the people of the trench to come quickly for their lunch.’

“The people of the trench gathered and began eating from it, and
the dates began to increase until the dates were falling off the edge
of the garment. There were 3,000 of them that day eating from the
dates.”

< THE DAUGHTER OF KHABBAB BIN AL-ARATT was
from the Companions of the Messenger of Allih #. She said,
“Khabbab went out on a mission, and the Messenger of Allah £
agreed to milk our goat for us. When he would milk our goat, its
milk would overflow in abundance. When Khabbib returned and
milked the goat, its milk returned to normal. We said to Khabbab:
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““The Messenger of Allah £ used to milk her and our bowls would
fill; when you began to milk her, our milk decreased.’

a7

Her father Khabbab is the narrator of the hadith concerning the
trial of the previous nations. Khabbab said, “We complained to
the Messenger of Allah of the persecution inflicted on us by the
pagans while he was sitting in the shade of the Ka'bah, leaning over

his covering sheet. We said to him, “Would you seek help for us?
Would you pray to Allah for us?” He said:
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3 Collected by Ibn Kathir in Al-Bidayah wan-Nihiyah from the hadith of Muhammad
bin Is'haq from S2id bin Mina from the daughter of Bashir bin Sad.

4 Musnad Imam Abmad 20159
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“‘Among the nations before you, a (believing) man would be put
in a ditch that was dug for him, and a saw would be put over his
head and he would be cut into two pieces; yet that (torture) would
not make him give up his religion. His body would be combed with
iron combs that would remove his flesh from the bones and nerves,
yet that would not make him abandon his religion. By Allah, this
religion will prevail until a traveler from San’a' (in Yemen) to
Hadramawt will fear none but Allah, or [fear] a wolf regarding his
sheep; but you (people) are hasty.”

% THE GRANDMOTHER OF HASHRAJ BIN ZIYAD was
from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah. Hashraj bin
Ziyad narrated from his grandmother that she went out with the
Messenger of Allih # for the Battle of Khaybar. They were six
in number, including herself. She said, “When the Messenger of
Allah #£ was informed about it, he sent for us. We came to him and
found him angry. He said:
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““With whom did you come out, and by whose permission did you
come out?’

“We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, we have come out to spin the hair,
by which we provide aid in the cause of Allah. We have medicine
for the wounded, we hand arrows to the fighters, and we supply
drink made of wheat or barley.” He said, ‘Stand up.” When Allih
bestowed the victory of Khaybar on him, he allotted shares to us
from spoils that he allotted to the men.” Hashraj bin Ziyad said, “I
said to her, ‘Grandmother, what was that?” She replied, ‘Dates.’ "¢

5 Sahih al-Bukbari 3612
¢ Musnad Imam Abmad 3716
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< THE GRANDMOTHER OF ‘AMR BIN MUADH was
from the Companions of the Messenger of Allih £, and she was
a narrator of hadith. ‘Amr bin Mu'adh said, “A beggar came to our
door and my grandmother said to us, ‘Feed him.” We said, “We don’t
have any food.” My grandmother said, “Then give him something to

drink, because I heard the Messenger of Allih £ say:
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“‘Give something to the beggar, if even it’s a cloven foot.”””
% THE PATERNAL AUNT OF HUSAYN BIN MUHSIN was
from the Companions of the Messenger of Allih £. Husayn bin
Muhsin said that his paternal aunt went to the Messenger of Allah
£ concerning some need; he met her need, then he said:
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“Do you have a husband?” She said, “Yes.” He said, “How are you
with him?” She said, “I do what he tells me, except what is beyond

my capability.” He said, “Look at how you are with him, for he is
your Paradise and your Hell.”®

% THE WOMAN FROM GHAMID who was stoned for forni-
cation is from the noble Companions of the Messenger of Allah
£, Buraydah said, “A woman of Ghamid came to the Prophet £
and said, ‘T have committed fornication.” He said, ‘Go back.” She
returned, and on the next day she came to him again and said,
‘Perhaps you want to send me back as you did to M%iz bin Malik. I
swear by Allah, I am pregnant.” He said to her, ‘Go back.” She then
returned and came to him the next day. He said to her, ‘Go back
until you give birth to a child.” She then returned. When she gave
birth to a child, she brought the child to him and said, ‘Here it is! I
have given birth to it.” He said, ‘Go back, and suckle him until you

7 Sunan an-Nasi'i 2565
8 Musnad Imam Abmad 4/341; classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib (1933).
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wean him.” When she had weaned him, she brought him (the boy)
to [the Prophet] with something in his hand which he was eating.
The boy was then given to a certain man of the Muslims, and the
Prophet # gave the command regarding her. So a pit was dug for
her, and he gave the order and she was stoned to death.

“Khalid was one of those who were throwing stones at her. He
threw a stone at her. When a drop blood fell on his cheeks, he
insulted her. The Prophet #£ said to him:
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“‘Be easy, Khalid; I swear by Him in whose Hand is my soul, she
has repented to such an extent that if one who wrongfully takes
taxes were to repent to a similar extent, he would be forgiven.’ Then
she was prayed for and buried.”

< THE WOMAN CRYING AT THE GRAVE OF HER
CHILD was from the noble Companions of the Messenger of
Allzh #&. Anas bin Milik said, “The Prophet £ passed by a woman

who was weeping beside a grave. He said:
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“‘Fear Allah and be patient.’

“She said to him:
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“‘Go away, for you have not been afflicted with a calamity like
. 3
mine.

“And she did not recognize him. Then she was informed that he
was the Prophet £, so she went to his house, and she did not find
any guard there. Then she said to him, ‘I did not recognize you.” He
said:

9 Sunan Abi Dawid 4442
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““Verily, the patience is at the first stroke of a calamity.” 1

-

10 Sahih al-Bukhiri 1283
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