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INTRODUCTION

BN TAYMIYYAH WROTE, ‘A Shafi judge from Wasit vis-
I ited me while on his way to Hajj. His name was Radiyu’l-Din

al—Wﬁsi’_d and he was clearly a righteous and religious man. He
complained of the state of people in the lands (of Iraq) and in the
Tatar lands: their ignorance, injustice and the loss of religiosity and
knowledge. He asked me to wtite a tract on creed for him that he
and his family may rely on. I excused myself saying that people had
already authored numerous works on the topic and I advised him to
choose some of those written by the Imams of the Sunnah. He
insisted that I write one saying that he would only accept a treatise
written by myself. So, while sitting after ‘Ast, T wrote this tract for
him and copies of it have been spread throughout Egypt, Iraq and
other places.” .

This then was the reason why the author penned this creedal work.
Despite its being written in such a short period of time, in one
afternoon, and being relatively short in length, the tract is compre-
hensive and marked by its terse and precise statements. It summa-
rises the early works written by the Imams of the Sunnah and
presents the creed highlighted therein in a clear and lucid manner.
As one would expect of the author, the wotk draws heavily on the

' Majmi* Fatawa, vol. 3, pp. 164,194

13



THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

Qut’an and authentic hadiths of the Messenger ().

It commences by listing articles of belief concerning Allah, in
particular His Names and Attributes and the principles which must
be applied to understand them. It then moves on to discuss topics
such as the Qur’an, seeing Allah, the punishment of the grave, some
of the descriptions of the Last Day and the events that will occur
therein, the divine decree, faith, the Companions and the Az:)/@/a".

Of significant note is that the creed closes with a discussion about
the moral conduct that a Muslim should adhere to; by this the au-
thor intended to show that the Islamic creed is not mere dogma but
has a practical role, translating into ethical conduct conducive to
the betterment of the individual and society. ‘

- The writing of this creed generated a great deal of controversy
amongst ibn Taymiyyah’s contemporaries and he was accused of
anthropomorphism and deviancy. In the year 705H gatherings were
convened in which the creed was read and discussed at length, and
the author interrogated. Ibn Taymiyyah himself later wrote down
his recollections of what had occurred in those gatherings.” In these
recollections he writes that when asked about his creed that he was
propagating, he replied, ‘Creed is not taken from me or from those
greater than me. It is taken from Allah, His Messenger (#) and the
consensus of the Salaf of this nation. Anything in the Qut'an and
the authentic Sunnah, such as what is-found in Sahih Bukhati and
Sahih Muslim, must be believed.” The point being made here was
that the source of creed was revelation, not the views and opinions
of men; as such he was laying out the premise of the tribunal, stat-
ing that it could only be conducted if based on the three sources he

2 Majma Fatawa, vol. 3, pp. 160-210
* Majmi Fatawd, vol. 3, pg. 161
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Introduction

had mentioned. It was in keeping with this that when one of the
attendees tried to achieve a compromise by stating that, since ibn
Taymiyyah was a Hanbali, everyone should agree that this tract was
a creed written in accordance to the way of Imam Ahmad, the au-
thor responded by saying, ‘I have compiled the creed of the Salaf,
one and all. Imam Ahmad is not to be particularised with it for he is
merely someone who conveyed the knowledge that was brought by
the Prophet (). Were Ahmad to concoct something that the Mes-
senger did not bring, we would not accept it. This [tract] comprises
the creed of Muhammad (). He said this because the assump-
tion implicit in the suggestion was that other Imams could well
have different but equally valid creeds.

Furthermore, ibn Taymiyyah wrote that he repeatedly challenged
~ his opponents to bring one word from those who lived in the first
three generations that were praised by the Prophet (#) which op-
posed what he had written asserting that he would then retract his
- position. He gave them three years to meet his challenge.” It was
never met.

The gatherings concluded with the resolution that the informa-
tion contained in the treatise was cotrect and the tract, acceptable.

Shortly after and despite his being cleared of the charges levelled
against him, he was again summoned before a committee in Egypt
to answer certain theological charges. The judge to preside over
this committee was ibn Makhlaf, a well known antagonist of ibn
Taymiyyah, and for this reason ibn Taymiyyah refused to answer any

* Majmii* Fatiwa, vol. 3, pp. 169, 197, 203
> Majma* Fatawa, vol. 3, pp. 161,197

. $Tbn Kathir, a/-Bidayah wa’F-Nihdyah, vol. 14, pg. 42. cf. Majmi Fatawa, vol. 3, pp. 120,
193, 206
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

questions posed him arguing that'it, was unfait to have his opponent
judge him. His outburst infuriated the judge who sent him to prison. .
One year later he was offered a conditional release which he de-
clined and a further six months later he was released on pardon by
the Amir, Muhanna ibn Tsa.

The text is important in that it offers the reader a deeper insight
into the correct creed and enhances one’s appreciation of the sim-
plicity of the Islamic creed in its pristine putity away from the soph-
istry of many philosophers, ‘thinkers” and ‘academics’. This insight
and appreciation will, by the permission of Allah, preserve the reader
from falling into doubts and suspicion, remove any lingering doubts
and assist the Muslim in his journey to Allah through this worldly
life. ‘

Two ctitical editions of the text were used to prepare this transla-
tion: Abi Muhammad Ashraf ibn ‘Abd al-Maqstd, Adwa’ al-Salaf,
Riyad, 1999 and ‘Alawi ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Saqqaf, Dar al-Hijra,
Riyad, 1995. Btief explanatory notes were added drawing from vari-
ous works of ibn Taymiyyah amongst others and also from the ex-
planation of Khalid ibn ‘Abdullzh al-Muslih, .

Abi RurnaySah
29th Shawwal 1429AH
28th October 2008

7 cf. Matridi, 7he Hanbali School of Law and ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 19
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IBN TAYMIYYAH

May Allah have ‘mercy upon him

E is Ahmad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Halim ibn ‘Abdu’l-Salam ibn

H ‘Abdullah ibn Aba Qasim ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrani Taqf
. _ al-Din Abi al-‘Abbas ibn Shihab al-Din. He was born in
Hartan, an old city within the Arabian Peninsula between Syria' and
Iraq, on the tenth or the twelfth of the month Rabi'n’/-Awwal in the

year 661H. He and his family were later forced to flee to Damascus
due to the occupation by the Tartars.

He came from a family of scholars, his father and grandfather were
both scholars as were three of his brothers: ‘Abdu’l-Rahman,
‘Abdullah and his half-brother, Muhammad.

During his eartly studies of Islam, he never ceased to amaze his
teachers at the strength of his memory, keen intelligence and depth
of understanding, It is said that he was first allowed to give legal
verdicts at the age of nineteen and he began teaching at Dar a/-
Hadith al-Sukriyyab at the age of twenty-two.

' Ar. Sham, in those days represented the areas of Syria, Jordan and Palestine.
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

He became famous for his knowledge of hadith, indeed he was a
Hafiz (Hadith Master), and for his knowledge of the Qur’an and its
related sciences, he impressed all with his circles on zfiir. He also
attained expertise in Usil al-Figh and Figh, knowledge of the dif-
ferences of opinions present amongst the scholars, writing, math-
ematics, histoty, astronomy and medicine. Many of the scholars of
his time testified that he had attained the rank of Myjtabid.

He always showed a great concern for the affairs and welfare of
the Muslims and this manifested itself greatly in his efforts during
the Jibad against the Tartars, Christians and Rawafidah wherein his
displays of bravery, courage and inspiring talks were one of the
most important factors in the Muslims victory against their enemies.
These efforts won the praise and admiration of many scholars and
indeed the ensuing generations of Muslims to this very day.

Aside from the physical /ihad, ibn Taymiyyah launched an intel-
lectual struggle against the various deviant sects and heretical ideas
of his day. He refuted the $4i%, the People of Theological Rhetoric
" (Abl al-Kalam) - such as the Jahmiyyah, Mu'‘tazilah and many of
Ashd’irah, the philosophers who promoted the school of the eatly
Greeks (falisifa), the majority of $7f sects and paths and the adher-
ents of other religions. His criticisms were not based on a lack of-
understanding, rather he first gained an in-depth knowledge of each
of these schools and as such:his critique of them was systematic,
- acute and valid. For example it is said that his refutation of Greek
| philosophy was one of the most devastating attacks ever leveled
against them. His refutation of Christianity was koutstanding and his
rebuttal of the Shi'z completely demolished their beliefs and inno-

vations from root to branch.?

2 When this is understood, the critiique levelled against him by some that ‘his
learning exceeded his intellect’ can safely be relegated to the trash bin.
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Ion Taymiyyab

Needless to say, these refutations, and his very direct methods of
refuting, made him many enemies and as a result his life was full of
trials and persecutions. His enemies were cateful to look for any-
thing by which they could attack him and they eventually found
what they were looking for in his works of belief entitled ‘4gidakh
al-Wasitiyyah and ‘Agidah al-Hamawiyyah. Due to their total misun-
derstanding of what he wrote, they accused him of anthropomor-
phism and had him imprisoned on more than one occasion. Ibn
Kathir mentions that some scholats sat with ibn Taymiyyah to de-
bate with him concerning his ‘Agidah al-Wasitiyyah and the debate
ending with their agreeing with him in what he had written.® Simi-
larly ibn Kathir mentions that some scholars debated with him con-
cerning ‘Agidab al-Hamawiyyah and his replies to their accusations .

~could not be rebutted.* Ibn Taymiyyah was again imprisoned be-

cause of a legal ruling he gave concerning divorce, and yet again he
was later imprisoned for a legal verdict he issued prohibiting mak-
ing journeys for the purpose of visiting graves. It was during this
imprisonment that he passed away. |

With regards his personality and worship, he exerted a huge and
lasting influence on all who met him and he was known for his
worship and glorification of the Islamic laws, both inwardly and
‘outwardly. His complete reliance upon Allah can be best summed
up in what his student, ibn al-Qayyim, relates from him when he
- was told that his enemies had plotted to kill him or imprison him,

If they kill me it will be martyrdom for me. If they expel
me, it will be migration for me; if they expel me to Cy-
prus, I will call its people to Allah so that they answer

* Ibn Kathit, Bidayah wa an-Nihayah [Vol. 14, undet the heading “4gd Majilis al-
Thalatha.

4 Tbn Kathir [14/5 ],
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

me. If they imprison me, it will be a place of worship
for me.? '

Ibn al-Qayyim himself said,

Allah knows, I have never seen anyone who had a bet-
‘ter life than his. Despite the difficulties and all that ex-
punges comfort and luxury, nay, things completely op- |
posite to them; despite imprisonment, intimidation and
opptession, ibn Taymiyyah had a purer life than anyone
could. He was the most generous, the strongest of heart
and the most joyful of souls, with the radiance of bliss
in his face. When we were seized with fear and our
thoughts turned negative, and the earth grew narrow
for us, we would go to him. No sooner did we look at
him and hear his words, all these feelings would leave us
to be replaced by relief, strength, certainty and tranquil-

ity
Al-Bazzar said,

I was of those who knew well his habits, he would not
talk to anyone unnecessarily after the prayer of Fajr and
would remain performing the dbikr of Allah in a low
voice which perhaps could just be heard by one sitting
next to him; and frequently would he direct his gaze to
the sky. This he would do until the Sun had risen high

and the time in which it is prohibited to pray was ovet.’

He also said,

5 Nabhiyah min Hayah Shaykb al-Isiam [p. 30].
§Ibn al-Qayyim, A~ Wabil al-Sayyib [p. 69].
" Bazzit, al-Alam al-‘Aliyyah [p. 40]
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1bn Taymiyyah

I have not seen him mention any of the pleasures and
attractions of this world, he did not delve into worldly
conversations and he never asked for any of its liveli-
hood. Instead he directed his attentions and convetsa-

_ tions to seeking the Hereafter and what could get him
closer to Allah.®

Once, the ruler Muhammad ibn Qalawin accused him of wanting
to wrench kingship from him due to his large following to which he
replied,

I would do that! By Allah, your kingship and the king-
ship of Moghul is not even worth two meagre coins in
my eyes!’ o

His Teachers!®

He studied under a great number of scholars and he himself men-

tioned a number of them as related by Dhahabi directly from him."!

- This particular chronicle of teachers includes forty-one male schol-

ars and four female scholars. The total number of scholars whom he
took knowledge from exceeds two hundred."

8 Bazzar [p.52).

"9 Bazzir [p. 74].
19 Refer to: Majma Fatawa Shaykh al-Iskam [18/76-121); Dhaylibn Rajab [2/387]; Ibn
Kathir [14,/136-137); Dhahabi, Tadbkirah al-Huffadh [3/1496); Ibn Hajr al-‘Asqalani,
al-Durar al-Kaminah fi A'yan al-Miah al-Thaminah [1/154].

" Maimit al-Fatiwa [18,/76-121).

2 Al Uqsid al-Durriyyab [p. 3); al-Kawikib al-Durriyyab [p. 52].
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

The following is a selection of some of his-teachers:

= Abuaal-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abdu’l-D2’im al-Maqdasi

=  Abu Nast ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abdu’l-Mun‘im

»  Abi Muhammad Isma‘l ibn Ibrahim at-Tanitkhi

= Al-Manja ibn ‘Uthman al-Tanukhi al-Dimashgi

= Abu al-‘Abbas al-Mu‘ammil ibn Muhammad al-Balisi

= Abia ‘Abdullzh Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr ibn Sulayman
al-Amiri :

= Abu al-Faraj ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn Sulayman al- Baghdadl

* - Sharaf ad-Din al-Maqdasi, Ahmad ibn Ahmad al-ShafiT

=  Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu-l-Qawi al- -Maqdasi

~®  Tagqi ad-Din al-Wasiti, Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali as-Salihi al-
- Hanbalt

®* His paternal aunt, Sitt ad-Dar bint ‘Abdu’l Salam ibn

Taymiyyah

,‘ Hisy Students

He had many students and those who were affected by him are
many, some of his students were:

= TIbn al—Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Muhammad ibn Aba Bakr.
®=  Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad.

= Al-Mizzi, Yasuf ibn ‘Abdu’l-Rahman.

=  Tbn Kathir, Ismafl ibn ‘Umat.

®  Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Hadi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad

»  Al-Bazzar, ‘Umar ibn ‘Ali.

= Tbn Qadi al-Jabal, Ahmad ibn Husain.

=  Tbn Fadlillah al-Amri, Ahmad ibn Yahya. ,

=  Muhammad ibn al-Manj, ibn ‘Uthman al-Tantikhi.

= Yiasuf ibn ‘Abdu’l-Mahmid ibn ‘Abdu’l-Salam al-Batti.
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Ibn Taymiyyah

®  Ibn al-Wardi, Zayn al-Din ‘Umar. :
®  ‘Umar al-Harrani, Zayn al-Din Aba Hafs.
=  Tbn Muflih, Shams al-Din Aba ‘Abdullih.

The Praise of the Scholars for him

Many scholars praised ibn Taymiyyah, not only for his scholarly
achievements but also for his active participation in Jibad and the
affairs relating to public welfare, his abundant concern for others
and his worship. Below is a selection of some of these statements:

1. Al:-Dhahabi said,

It was amazing when he mentioned an issue over which
there was a difference of opinion and when he gave
evidence and decided the strongest opinion - he could
petform zitibad due to his fulfilling its conditions. I have
not seen one who was quicker than he at recalling a
verse which pertained to the issue that he detived from
it, nor a man who was stronger in recalling texts and
referring them to their sources. The Sunnah was in front
of his eyes and upon the tip of his tongue with elo-
quent phrases and an open eye.

He was a sign from the signs of Allah in Z4fsir and ex-
pounding upon it. With regards to the foundation of
the religion and knowledge of the differing opinions
[on an issue], he was unequalled - this alongside his gen-

erosity, courage and lack of attention to the joys of the
soul.

Quite possibly his legal rulings in the various sciences

reached three hundred volumes, indeed more and he
was always saying the truth for the sake of Allah, not
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

caring for the blame that came to him.

Whosoever associates with him and knows him well ac-
cuses me of falling short with regards to him. Whoso-
ever opposes him and differs with him accuses me of
exaggeration, and I have been wronged by both parties
- his companions and his opponents.

He was white skinned with black hair and a black beard
with a few grey hairs. His hair reached his earlobes and
his eyes were eloquent tongues. He had broad shoulders
and a loud, clear voice with a fast recitation. He was
quick to anger but overcame it with patience and for-
bearance. '

- I'have not seen his like for supplications [to Allah], his
seeking succour with Him and his abundant concern
for, others. However I do not believe him to be infalli-
ble, rather I differ with him on both fundamental and
subsidiary matters, for he - despite his vast learning, ex-
treme courage, fluid mind and regard for the sanctity of
the religion - was a man from amongst men. He could
be overcome with sharpness and anger in discussion,
and attack his opponents [verbally] hence planting en-
mity in their souls towards him.

If only he were gentle to his opponents then there would
have been a word of agreement over him - for indeed
their great scholars bowed to his learning, acknowledged
his ability, lack of mistakes and conceded that he was an
ocean having no limits and a treasure having no equiva-
lent...

He used to preserve the prayers and fasts, glorifying the

laws outwardly and inwardly. He did not give legal rul-
ings out of poor understanding for he was extremely
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Ibn Taymiyyah

- intelligent, nor out of lack of knowledge for he was an

ovetflowing ocean. Neither did he play with the religion
but derived evidence from the Qut’an, Sunnah and Qiyas
(analogy), he proved [his stances] and argued following
the footsteps of the /mams who preceded him, so he
has a reward if he erred and two rewards if he was -
correct.

He fell ill in the castle [whetein he was imprisoned] with
a serious disease until he died on the night of Monday
20® Dha-l-Qa'dah, and they prayed over him in the Magid
of Damascus. Afterwards many talked about the number
that attended his funeral prayer, and the least number
given was fifty thousand.”

2. Ibn Hajr al-‘Asqalani said,

The Shaykh of out Shaykhs, al-Hafiz Abi al-Yu‘mati [ibn
Sayyid al-Nas] said in his biography of ibn Taymiyyah,
‘al-Mizzi encouraged me to express my opinion on Shaykh
al-Islam Taqi ad-Din. I found him to be from those who
had acquired a fortune of knowledge in the sciences
that he had. He used to completely memorise and im-
plement the Sunan and Athir (narrations). Should he
speak about Zzfsir, he would carry its flag, and should he
pass a legal ruling in figh, he knew its limits. Should he
speak about a hadith, he was the seat of its knowledge
and fully cognisant of its narrations. Should he give a
lecture on religions and sects, none was seen who was
more comprehensive or meticulous than he. He sut-
passed his contemporaries in every science, you would

not see one like him and his own eye did not see one
like himself...” **

'3 Ibn Hajr, [undet the biography of ibn Taymiyyah].

 Tbid.
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

3. Ibn Hajr also said, ‘
The acclaim of Tagqi al-Din is more renown then that
of the Sun and titling him Shaykh al-Isiam of his era re-
mains until our time upon the virtuous tongues. It will
continue tomorrow just as it was yesterday. No one
refutes this but a person who is ignorant of his prestige
or one who turns away from justice... :

..those of his stances that were rejected from him were
not said by him due to mere whims and desires and
neither did he obstinately and deliberately persist in them
after the evidence was established against him. Here are
his works overflowing with refutations of those who
held to tajsim (anthropomorphism), yet despite this he is
a man who makes mistakes and is also correct. So that
which he is correct in - and that is the majority - is to
benefited from and Allah’s Mercy should be sought for
him due to it, and that which he is incorrect in should
not be blindly followed. Indeed he is excused for his
mistakes because he is one of the Imams of his time and
it has been testified that he fulfilled the conditions of
gtibad...

From the astonishing qualities of this man was that he
was the severest of people against the People of Inno-
vation, the Rawafidah, the Hulnliyyah and the Ittihadiyyah.
His works on this are many and famous and his fatawa
on them cannot be counted, so how the eyes of these
innovators must have found joy when they heard those
who declared him to be a £4fit And how delighted they
must have been when they saw those who did not de-
clate him to be a A4fir in turn being labeled &dfir It is
obligatory upon the one who has donned the robe of
knowledge and possesses intelligence that he consider
the words of a man based upon his Well-known books
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Lbn 1aymiyyah

or from the tongues of those who are trusted to accu-
rately convey his words. Then he should isolate from all
of this what is rejected and warn against it with the in-
tention of giving sincere advice and to praise him for
his excellent qualities and for what he was correct in, as
is the way of the scholars.

If there were no virtues of Shaykh Taqi al-Din except
for his famous student Shaykh Shams al-Din ibn al-
Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, writer of many works, from which
‘both his opponents and supporters benefited, then this
would be a sufficient indication of his [ibn Taymiyyah’s]
great position. And how could it be otherwise when the
ShafiT Imams and othets, not to speak of the Hanbalis,
of his time testified to his prominence in the [Islamic]
sciences...!? '

4. Tbn Kathir said,

The least he would do when he heard something was to
memorise it and then busy himself with learning it. He
was intelligent and had much committed to memory, he
became an Imam in tafsir and everything linked to it and
knowledgeable in figh. Indeed it was said that he was
more knowledgeable of the figh of the madbhbabs than
the followers of those very same madhbhabs in his time
and other than his time. He was a scholar in Us#/ and
the branches of the religion, in grammar, the language
and other textual and intellectual sciences.... no scholar
of a science would speak to him except that he thought
that science was the specialty of ibn Taymiyyah. As for
hadith then he was the carrier of its flag, a /4fig, able to
distinguish the weak from the strong, fully acquainted

5 From Ibn Hajt’s endotsement of Radd al-Wafir contained at the end of the book.
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH
with the narrators....!¢
He also said,

He was, may Allih have mercy upon him; from the
greatest of scholars but also from those who etr and are
correct. However his errors with respect to his correct
rulings were like a drop in a huge ocean and they are
forgiven him as is authentically reported by Bukhari,

“When a ruler makes a ruling, and he is correct then he -
has two rewards, and if he has erred then he has one
reward.” '

5. - Al-Mizzi said,

I have not seen the likes of him and his own eye had
not seen the likes of himself. I have not seen one who
was mote knowledgeable than he of the Book and the
Sunnah of His Messenger, nor one who followed them
mote closely.”

6. Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali said,

He is the Zmam, the legal Jurist, the Myjtahid, the Scholar
of Hadith, the Hafig, the Explainer of the Quran, the
Ascetic, Taql al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Shaykh al-Islim, the
most knowledgeable of the knowledgeable. It is not pos-
sible to exaggerate his renown when he is mentioned
and his fame does not require us to write a lengthy tract
on him. He, may Allah have mercy upon him, was

16 Tbn Kathir, [14/118-119].

. " Bahjatul Baitar, Hayait Shaykh al-Iskim ibn 1aymiyyah [p. 21].
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1bn Taymiyyah

unique in his time with respect to understanding the
Qur’an and knowledge of the realities of faith...."®

- His Sayings-

Shaykh al-Islim was famous for stating profound statements,
below is a selection of some of them.

Every punishment from Him is pure justice and every bless-
ing from Him is pure grace."”

Whoever desires everlasting bliss, let him adhere firmly to
the threshold of servitude®

“The Lord loves to be loved.”

Guidance is not attained except with knowledge and correct
direction is not attained except with patience.?

In this world thete is a paradise, whoever does not enter it
will not enter the Paradise of the Hereafter.”

18 ibn Rajab, [2,/387-392).

Y Majmi Fatawa [10/85]

2 ibn al-Qayyim, Madarij[1/531]

2 Majmi Fatawa [1/54)

% Majmd‘ Fatawa [10,/40]

2 ibn al-Qayyim, o/ Wabil [p. 69]
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The one who is [truly] imprisoned is the one whose heart is
imprisoned from Allah and the captivated one is the one whose
desires have enslaved him.**

This whole religion revolves around knowing the truth and
acting by it, and action must be accompanied by patience.”

Wortship is founded upon the Legal Law and following it, not
upon ones base desites and innovation.?

If you do not taste the sweetness of an action in your heart,
suspect it, for the Lord, Exalted is He, is the Appteciative.”’

The more the servant loves his Master, the less will he love
other objects and they will decrease in number. The less the
servant loves his Master, the more will he love other objects
and they will increase in number.?®

~ Petpetually is the servant either the recipient of a blessing
from Allah, in which case he is need of gratitude; or he is the
petpetrator of a sin, in which case he is in need of repent-
ance; he is always moving from one blessing to another and is
- always in need of repentance.”’

% Tbn al-Qayyim, a- Wabil [p. 69)].

5 Majmi Fatiwa [10/38]

% Majmi‘ Fatawa [1/80]

2" ibn al-Qayyim, a/-Madirif [2/68]

 Majms' Fatawa [1/94)

® Majmi Fatawa [10/88]
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1bn 1aymisyyah

Sins cause harm and repentance removes the cause.”.

Bearing witness to fawhid opens the door of good and repent-
ance from sins closes the door of evil.*!

- The Jihad against the soul is the foundation from the Jibad
against the disbelievers and hypoctites.”

A man will never fear something besides Allah unl¢ss it be

due to a disease in his heart.?

Trials and tribulation are like feeling the heat and cold, when
one knows that they cannot be avoided, he will not feel anger
.at their onset, not will he be distressed or disheartened.**

~® The perfection of tawhid is found when thete remains noth-

- ing in the heart except Allah, the servant is left loving those
He loves and what He loves, hating those He hates and what
He hates, showing allegiance to those He has allegiance to,
showing enmity to those He shows-enmity towards, ordering
what He orders and prohibiting what He prohibits.*

In this wbrld, man finds bin the remernbrénce of Alléh, prais-

% Majmi* Fatiwi [10/255] -

' Majmau' Fatawa [10/256]

% iba al-Qayyim, ar-Rawdah [p. 478]

» Bazzar [p. 74]

% ibn al-Qayyim, a/-Madirij[3/289]

% ibn al-Qayyim, a~-Madar [3/485]

31



THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

ing Him and worshipping Him, a delight that is incomparable
to anything else.” ‘ :

® The objective of asceticism is to leave all that harms the serv-
ants Hereafter and the objective of worship is to do all that
will benefit his Hereafter.>’

~ = Sins are like chains and locks preventing their perpetrator from
roaming the vast garden of fawpid and reaping the fruits of
righteous actions.

* What can my enemies do to me? I have in my breast both my
heaven and my garden. If I travel they are with me, never
leaving me. Imprisonment for me is a chance to be alone with-
my Lord. To be killed is martyrdom and to be exiled from my
land is a spititual journey.” ‘

His Death
 Ibn Taymiyyah died while imptisoned on the twentieth of Dhis-/-
Qa'dab of the year 728H, after ultimately being banned from read-
ing or writing, He fell sick for the few days preceding his death.

His funeral was attended by a_‘huge congregation despite the many
lies and slanders being spread about him by certain innovators of

3 Minhdj as-Sunnah [5/389]
3 Majmii' Fatiwi [14/458]
% Majmii' Fatawa [14/49]

* ibn al-Qayyim, Wil [p. 69]
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Ibn Taymiyyah

his time. Al-Bazzar says,

Once the people had heard of his death, not a single
person in Damascus who was able to attend the prayer
and wanted to remained except that he appeared and
was present for it. As a result, the markets in Damascus
were closed and all transactions of livelihood were
stopped...Governors, heads, scholars, jutists all came out.
They say that none of the majority of the people failed
to turn up - according to my knowledge - except three
individuals; they were well known for their enmity for
ibn Taymiyyah and thus, hid away from the people out
of fear for their lives.*

Ibn Kathir said,

There were so many people in front of his funeral, be-
hind it, to its right and to its left. None but Allah could
enumerate them, and then someone shouted, ‘this is
how the funerals of the Imams of the Sunnah are to bel’

At that the people started to cry... when the call to prayer
for Zuhrwas proclaimed they prayed after it straight away
against the usual norm. Once they finished prayer, the
deputy &batib came out - as the main &batib was absent
and in Egypt - and he led the prayer over ibn Taymiyyah...
then the people poured out from everywhere and all
the doots of the Magid... and they assembled at a/-Khay!

market. 4

“ Bazzir [pp. 82-83].
“ Tbn Kathir [14/138].
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His Works

Ibn Taymiyyah was a prolific writer and authored many works
spanning a broad range of topics. The sum of his writings were
thought to consist of hundreds of volumes and even though a large
number of them have been lost, many are still available and in print.
A number of his works have also been translated and below is a list
of these works followed by some of his works in Arabic. *

The books of, or about, ibn Taymiyyah available in the English

language:

1. Ibn Taymiyyah on Public and Private Law in Islam or Public Policy
in Islamic Jurisprudence [tr. Omar A. Farrukh, Khayats, 1966]

2. A Seventh Century Sunni Creed: The Agida al-Wastiya of ibn
Taymiya [tr. Metlin Swartz, the Hague: Mouton, 1973]

3. Public Duties in Islam [tr. Muhtar Holland, The Islamic Foun—
dation, 1402/1982]

4. Ibn Taymiyyah’s Essay on the Jinn [tr. Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips,

' 1409,/1989]

5. The Concise Legacy [tr. Fathat Abbaas, Jam'iyyah Ihyaa Minhaaj
as-Sunnah, 1415/1994]

6. Introduction to the Principles of 1afseer [tr. Muhammad Abdul
Haqq Ansari, al-Hidaayah, 1414/1993]

7. The Friends of Allih and the Friends of Shaytan [trans. Abu
Rumaysah, Daar us-Sunnah, 1421,/2000]. '

8. Ibn Taymiyyah Against the Greek Logicians [tr. Wal B. Hallaq,
Oxford University Press, 1993]

9. Ageedab al-Waasitiyyah [tr. Assad Nimar Busool, IQRA Inter-

national Educational Foundation, 1994]; Sharh Ageedah al-
Waasitiyyah [commentary Muhammad Khalil Harras, tr.

“ None of the lists detailed below are meant to be exhaustive.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20

22.

Muhammad Rafiq Khan, Dar-us-Salam Publications, 1416/
1996]; The Creed of al-Wasitiyyah - being a translation of his
al-‘Aqidab al-Wasitiyyah[trans. Abu Rumaysah, Daar us-
Sunnah, 1427/2007].

Fundamentals of Enjoining Good & Forbidding Ew/ [tr. Abu
Khalil & Muhammad al-Jibali, al-Qut’an & Sunnah Society
of North America, 1997]

Mukbhatasar Igtidaa as-Siraat al-Mustageem [Dar-us-Salam Pub-
lications, 1416,/1996]

The Book of Eemaan [compiled from the works of ibn
Taymiyyah by Dr. Muhammad Nasim Yasim, al-Firdous Ltd.,
1997] \

Diseases of the Hearts and their Cures [tr. Abu Rumaysah, Daar
us-Sunnah, 1418/1998]

Ibn 1aymiyyah’s Letters from Prison [tr. Abu Ammar, Message
of Islam, 1419/1998] ‘

The Waasitah Between Allaah & The Creation [tr. Abu Iyaad
Amjad Rafiq, Invitation to Islaam, 1998]

Al-Ubudigyyah [tr. Nasir ud-Deen Khattaab, ]; also translated
as Ibn Taymiyyah’s Essay on Servitude [tr. Abu Safwan Fareed
ibn Haibatan, al-Hidaayah, 1420,/1999]

Kitab al-Iman: Book of Faith [tr. Salman Hasan al-Ani, Iman
Publishing House, 1999]

Ibn Taimiya’s Struggle Against Popular Religion: with an annotated -
translation of his Kitab lqtida as-Sirat al-Mustagim Mukbalafat
Ashab al-Jahim [Muhammad Umar Memon, the Hague:
Mouton, 1976]

Ibn Taymiyyah and his Projects of Reform [Serajul Haque, Is-
lamic Foundation of Bangladesh, 1982]

. Ion Taymiyyal’s Ethics [Victor E. Makari, Scholars Press, 1983]
21.

A Muslim Theologian’s Response to Christianity: Ibn Taymiyyah’s
al-Jawab as-Sahib [ed. Thomas F. Michel, Caravan Books, 1985]
Economic Concepts of Ibn Taymiyyah [Abdul Azim Islahi, The
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Islamic Foundation, 1408/1988]

23. The Political Thought of ibn Taymiyyab [prof. Qamaruddm Khan,

Adam Publishers & Distributers, 1992]

24. Ibn Taymiyyah & The Islamization of Knowledge [Taha Jabir al-

Alwani, IITT, 1994]

25. The Relief from Distress - An explanation to the du‘d of

Yinus[trans. Abu Rumaysah, Daar us-Sunnah, 1425/2005].

The available Arabic works of ibn Taymiyyah ate many, from
amongst them:

1.

VO NG R BN

170
18.

Majmi“ Fatawa ibn Taymiyyah [compiled by ‘Abdur-Rahman
ibn Qasim and his son, Muhammad in thirty-seven volumes]
containing many monographs and treatise that he wrote.
Fatawa al-Kubra, in five volumes

Fatawa al-Misriyyah

Al-Jawib as-Sahih li man Baddala Din al-Masip, in six volumes
Minhdj as-Sunnah an-Nabawiyyah, in six volumes

Darr Tarud al-‘Aql wa-n-Nagl, in twelve volumes

As-Sarim al-Maslal ‘ala Shatim ar- Ra.ru/ in three volumes

- Nagd at-1a’sis

Iqtida as-Sirat al- Mustaqzm li Mukhalafah Ashib al-Jabim, in two

volumes

" AlIstigamah

. Nagd Maratib al-ljmd

. ar-Radd ‘ala al-Mantiqiyyin

. ar-Radd ‘ala al-Akhna’i

. ar-Radd ‘ali al-Bakri

. an-INubuwwat

. Qd'idab ‘Adbimab fi-I-Farg bayn ‘Ibidah Abl al-Islim wa-I-Imdn

wa Tbadab Abl ash-Shirk wa-n-Nifaq
Al-Qawa'd an-Niiraniyyah al-Fighiyyah _
Tafsir ibn Taymiyyah, compiled by ‘Abdu-r-Rahman ‘Umayri,

in seven volumes.
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THE AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

With the Name of Allah,
the All-Metciful, the Most Merciful

LL PRAISE BELONGS TO ALLAH WHO SENT HIS

"~ Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth that it

may reign supteme over all religions' and sufficient is Allah

asa witness.> I testify that there is none worthy of worship save

Allzh alone with no partner; fully acknowledging this and affirming

this as Zawphid. 1 testify that Muhammad is His servant and Messen-

get; may ever increasing peace and blessings be upon him and his
family.

This is ’(an exposition .of) the belief of the saved group, those
who are aided until the establishment of the Hour: Ab/u’l-Sunnab

! as Allah says, “Itis He who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the Religion
of Truth to exalt it over evety other religion even though the polytheists detest it.”
[al- Tawbab (9): 33] cf. al-Fath (48): 28 and al-Saff (61): 9

2 Allah says, ““The disbelievers say, “You are not a Messenger.” Say, ‘Allah is a suffi-

cient witness between you and me, and anyone else who has knowledge of the
Book.” [al-Ra‘d (13): 43]
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wa'l-Jamd‘ah.” 1t comprises faith in Allah, His Angels, His Books,
His Messengers, the resurrection after death, and the belief in Di-
vine Decree - the good theteof and the bad.

Part of faith in Allah is to believe in what He has desctibed Him-
self with in His Book and what His Messenger, Muhammad @),
has described Him with without distorting,* denying,” questioning
how,® or likening;’ rather they believe about Allah, Glotious is He,
that “nothing is like FHim and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”™
As such they do not negate what He has described Himself with,
they do not distort words from their proper places, and they do not

3 The author explains these three terms further at the end of this treatise.

* atr taprif. In the context of ‘egidab, this is the term given to #’wil, or figurative
interpretation which is ‘to turn a wording away from its more obvious meaning to
one that is less obvious and weaker, such as in the case of those who stated that
istawa means istawla.’ This is because one is effectively, ‘Divesting the word of what
it signifies of meaning.’ cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Dar’ Ta'arad, vol. 5, pg. 385 and May‘mﬁ‘
Fatawa, vol. 3, pg. 165.

Sar: fa%il In the context of ‘aqidab this terms refers to the negation of Allah’s
Attributes. cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Dar’ Ta‘arud, vol. 8, pg. 247.

S ar: fakyif, meaning to ‘ask after the manner and form of somefhing’ and ‘to seek out
the reality and nature of something,’ cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Bayan 1albis al-Jabmiyyah, vol.
3, pg 139 and Dar’ Ta'arnd, vol. 7, pg. 328.

7 ar: tamthil, meaning to equate Allih with something else in that which is obligatory
ot permissible or disallowed (to affirm for Him) because ‘Allih, Most High, is to be
absolved of being described with anything that is from the specific qualities of
creation, ot that there be anything comparable to any of His Attributes of petfection.”
cf. Tbn Taymiyyah, Bayan 1albis al-Jabmiyyab, vol. 1, pg. 53 and al-Safadiyyah, pg. 101.

8 al-Shiri (42):11
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desecrate His Names and Signs.” They do not ask after the how and
they do not liken His Attributes with the attributes of His crea-
tion.!” This is because He has no namesake; there is none who is
compatable to Him, and none who is equal to Him."

He, Glorious and Most High, is not to be compared to His crea-
tion for He best knows Himself and others; He is more truthful in
speech and better in discourse than His creation. Moreover His
Messengers ate truthful and entrusted (to accurately convey the
revelation) and therefore stand in contrast to those who speak about
Him without knowledge. It is for this reason that He says,

@ L‘;;‘)_aj / «// - :-,«
Py
PINVER depliss
“Glotified be your Lotd, the Lord of Might, beyond .

anything they describe. And peace be upon the messen-
gets. And praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds!”"

? Desecrating Allah’s Names occurs in a number of ways: 1) To name idols after the
Names of Allah such as al-Lat, derived from a/-Zahiyyah, or al-Uzzah, derived from
al-‘Aziz. 2) Calling Allah names that are unbeﬁttlng such as the Christians calling
Him father 3) Describing Him with things that He is far removed from such as the
saying of the Jews that He is poor 4) Divesting the Names of Allih of their
meanings and to deny their realities 5) Likening the Attributes of Allih with those
of His creation.

cf. Ibn al-Qayyim, Bada’i al-Fawa'id, vol. 1, pg. 153 and Madarij al-Salikin, vol. 1, pg.
39

0 Imam Ahmad said, ‘Allah is only desctibed with what He described Himself
with, or with what His Messenger (#) described Him with. One does not go
beyond the Qur’an and the hadith.” cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmd‘ Fatawa, vol. 5, pg. 382
U ef. Maryam (19): 65, al-Tkhlas (112): 4, al-Bagarah (2): 22
12 a)-Saffar (37): 180-182
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Here, He glorified Himself above what the opponents of the
Messengers described Him with, and He invoked peace and safety

on the messengers because what they said was safe from shortcom-
ing and flaw. ‘

He, Glotious is He, has combined negation'? and affirmation’
what He described and named Himself with. Consequently, Ahdu’/-
Sunnah wa’l-Jami‘ah have no recourse but to turn to what the Mes-
sengers brought for that is the Straight Path: the path of those whom

Alldh favoured: the path of the Prophets the sincerely truthful, the
martyrs, and the righteous.”

13 Negation of any defect, ot any attributes that give 2 meaning that suggests defect
g y y g g 2g

such as sleep, tiredness, inability etc. cf. Ibn Taymlyyah Minhdj al-Sunnab,vol. 2, pg.
253

“ Affirmation of Attributes of perfection, none of his creation is like Him in any
. of His Attributes. cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Minhij al-Sunnah, vol. 2, pg. 253

5 of. af-Nisd’ (4): 69
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CHAPTER ONE

in what Allah describes Himself with in S#rah al-Ikblas, which

g ‘N EXPRESSION OF THE ABOVE PRINCIPLES is found
equals a third of the Qur’an, where He says,

45 SO IO ISR
. @f}/;{é)} Q@ﬁj@
“Say He is Allah, the One. Allah, the Everlastmg Sus-

tainer of all. He has not given birth and was not born. -
Thete is none comparable to Him.”'¢

Tt is also found in what Allah describes Himself with in the great-
est verse of His Book, ‘
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[ 4
@»ﬁ?ﬁﬂ;w}}bum\» 5&'3*
Sy

“Allah, there is none worthy of worship save Him, the
Living, the Self-Sustaining, He is not subject to drowsi-
ness or sleep. Everything in the heavens and the earth
belong to Him. Who can intercede with Him except by
His permission? He knows what is before them and what
is behind them, but they cannot grasp any of His knowl-
edge except what He wills. His Footstool encompasses
the heavens and the earth, and He is never weary
of preserving them. He is the Most- High, the
Magmﬁcent 1

Itis for this reason that Allah will appoint a protectotr over who-
ever recites this verse at mght time and no devil will be able to get
close to him until morning.'®

(In a similar vein), Allah also says,

el Py

P P

rd

“Put your trust in the Living who does not die.”*

D BT

“He is the First and the Last, the Outwatd and the In-
ward; He has knowledge of all things.”?

7 al.Bagarah (2):255

18 Bukhari #2311-3275-5010 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah
¥ al-Furgan (25):58

2 gl-Hadid (57):3
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Knowledge

Knowledge»

Allah says,

(OFSuI S ciyey

“He is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing,”?!

“The AH—Kﬁowing and All-Aware...”?

“He knows what goes into the earth and what comes
out of it, and what descends from the heavens and what
ascends into it. He is the Most Merciful, the Ever-
Forgiving,”*

S
Corr S
v
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“The keys of the Unseen are in His possession. No one
knows them but Him. He knows everything in the land

2 4l Zukbruf (43): 84
2 al-Tahrim (66): 3

B Saba’ (34): 2
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and sea. No leaf falls without His knowing it. There is
no seed in the darkness of the earth, and nothing moist
ot dry which is not in a clear Book.”

4...\»')“}” fooad J...&‘-L‘:j

PP

“No female becomes pregnant or gives birth except with
His knowledge.””

Ol 2K J,LJ Baf 3’}£¢6»£39 i

‘...s0 that you mlght know that Allzh has power over all
thmgs and that Alldh encompasses all thmgs in His
knowledge 726

Might
Allah says, |

LA SR
“Truly Allah, He is the Provider, the Possessor of
Strength, the Sure.”

* al-An'am (6): 59
% Fafir (35): 11
% gf-Talaq (65): 12

2 o) Dhariyat (51): 58
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Hearing and Seeing
Hearing and Seeing

Allah says,

@’ ”'c 3""» P
J‘\_ﬁ"’ At uﬂ"S

“Nothing is like Him; and He is the All-Hearing, the All-

Seeing.”?®

. ‘ywt';és ""’}ﬁé‘ W)

“How excellent is what Allah exhorts you to do! Allah is
All-Hearing, All-Seeing.””

Will

Allah éays,
SN
O AR A G

“Why, when you enteted your garden, did you not say,
‘It is as Allah wills, there is no strength but in Allah.””*

ol

IR
b
4

Xy
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2 o] Shiri (42): 11
® 4. Nisi’ (4): 58

0 4. Kahf (18): 39
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“If Allah had willed, those who came after them would
not have fought each other after the Clear Signs came

to them, but they differed. Among them there ate those
who have faith and among them there are those who

disbelieve. If Allah had willed, they would not have
fought each other. But Allah does whatever He desires.”!

2, orn.t 4
2w Roor k1 e 2

ﬁ/fa »2 5. rx4 A, Lop s ¥t
WG AT 4220 A S JAN LN
GOAusE

“All livestock animals are lawful for you, except those
that are recited to you now; but it is still not lawful to

hunt while you ate in 7hram. Allah makes whatever judge-
ments He wills.””?

52 S e i 45
el siciczdad
“When Allah desires to guide someone, He expands his

breast to Islam; when He desires to misguide someone,
He makes his breast parrow and constricted as if he

3! 4)-Bagarah (2): 253
32 al-Ma'idah (5): 1
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were climbing into the sky.”*

Love
Allah says,

QWA L&"f{,\"’ 3
“And do good; Allah loves those who do good.”*

“...and be even—handed; Allah loves those who are even-

handed.”*
-
‘ Lo
P ‘E}’;) A geT E}/- Py A R
N SAITGP A e P SO TN FAT S

“As long as they are straight with you, be straight with
them. Allah loves those who have fagwa.”®

£ oA ST

-

“Allzh loves those who turn back from Wrongdoing
and He loves those who purify themselves,”?’

3 al-An‘am (6): 125

* aj-Bagarah (2): 195

% al-Hyjurat (49): 9
ol Tawbab (9): 7

%7 4l-Bagarah (2): 222 .
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2.2 2 Co ""/ 4 ) ’) LA
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“Say, ‘If you love Allah, then follow me and Allzh will

love you...””?®

)/} }/,;)} 77 4 3 cern

JN‘)”A”‘J 3B guud
“Allah will bnng forward a people whom He loves and
who love Him...””

/

Md\..))&l‘i\_)’v\“ié f:\L
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“Allah loves those who fight in His Way in ranks like
well built walls.”#

AAJ0EIGA;
“He is Ever—Forgwmg, the All-Loving.” *

8_A4Ji ‘Imran (3): 31

4 Mdidah (5): 54

“ 41.5415‘(61) 4

' 4)-Buriij (85): 14
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Mercy
Allzh says,

& A
“In the name of Allih, the All-Merciful, the Most
Merciful.”*

7% £

¥ Lo oy ,5%2 P <%
(APYY PG P =Ny Bt

“Our Lord, You encompass everything in mercy and
knowledge.”*

2 e Pl ear
OS50 biles] |
“He is Most Merciful to the believers.”*

E’/(')./ s e
s X Sy g3
“My mercy extends to all things.

2245

z. Wjﬁ/ ’e; ,313;}5:?5 /.:?

“Your Lotd has made mercy incumbent on Himself.”#

ol Fatihah (1): 1

® Ghifir (40): 7

“ al-Apzib (33): 43
“ aA'nif (T): 156

* al-An'am (6): 54
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

‘@ 2o \.);‘:3‘3;3

“He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”

P G AT e e

“Allah is the Best of Guardians, He is the Most Merciful
of the merciful.”*®

Pleasure and Anger
Allah says,

,h/n }//o}o/}u

“Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with
Him.”*

z z» ’/::/.//
WV v S YRy

e Wl ))"’/ P Evenrre

(Mzc _,..\L.)- )‘J.M‘MA

A5 e
“Whoever kills a believer deliberately, his reward is Hell,

remaining in it timelessly, for ever. Allah is angry with
him and has cursed him.”*

4 Yanus (10): 107 _ :
® Yisuf (12): 64
® al-Ma'idah (5): 119

0 4/-Nisa’ (4): 93
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Pleasure and Anger

“That is because they followed what angers Allah, and
hated what is pleasing to Him.”'

O etd

CIES GAZRES
“Then when they had provoked Our wrath, We took

revenge on them.”*

’}/s”‘/’(::;: /’f\,::Is

“But Allah was adverse to their setting out and so He
held them back...”?

¢ s 2rrre

@ujﬁz’%;’ Sl el e=

“It is deeply abhortent to Allah that you should say what
~ you do not do.”* :

U Mubammad (47): 28

2 gl Zukbruf (43): 55

53 al-Tawbab (9): 46

M al-Saff (61): 3

51



THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

Coming

Allah says,

//,;'./¢ 4 ;}/ «4 PP Yol O
P ,Jﬂ’ ('-G:‘.i. RS
/ ’ p
2N 23 a&m U1
“What are they waiting for but for Allah to come to
~ them in the shadows of the clouds, together with the
angels, in which case the matter will have been settled?”

_,: , /'3// %2z o / G T - )/ﬂ/
/ ‘ }‘i @ o u‘ \le 1)
AT 7, P / »r rye S, o
Lr.aﬂ:wc.&d.ugab x QK p\.\)@h ;
“What are they waiting for but for the angels to come to
them or for your Lotrd Himself to come, ot for one of
your Lord’s Signs to come? On the day that one of
-your Lord’s Signs does come, no faith which a self pro-
fesses will be of any use to it.”

i ‘3&;:&3@&»{\_&%\5’
@tz

“No indeed! When the earth is crushed and ground to
dust and your Lord comes with the angels rank upon
rank...””’

55 al-Bagarah (2): 210
5 al-An'am (6): 158
57 af-Fajr (89): 21-22
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Face and Hands

AR, 7 ':4:/ Lt P o)/:,:/’,,
(@ I A ARG 5

“...the day when the heaven is split apart in clouds, and
the angels are sent down rank upon rank.”

Face and Hands
Allah says,’

SY T, P A s R, {9//’
@4\){1 Vol 35 GL5a55 05 ,
“...but the face of your Lord will remain, Master of Maj-
esty and Generosity.”>

& _ o, % 8. . . 3s
92-29.:) Yle,\;b ;—&-’&f
“All things are passing except His face.”®

b
% s

Rogs S s8Rl R N
DA AN B e A R A

“Iblis, what prevented you prostrating to what I created
with My own hands?”*! ‘

' c
o8 Aes 2% ,%H 2/}31 se80 3 320 22,
[FCR PO P PSS AP {10 et 1O 144
‘ Q.,/,/,,) s> s & /0/0)}/,
A GS Gl L R GG

-
3

%8 al-Furqan (25): 25
% al-Rapman (55): 27
© al-Qagsas (28): 88

ot Sad (38): 75
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

“The Jews say, ‘Allah’s hand is chained.” Their hands be
chained and they are cursed for what they say! No! Both
His hands are open wide and He gives however He

wills.”¢?
Eyes
Allah says,
k/.}’/ /ﬂf/,/ Ea e ot
Crebdibells pmn oty

“So wait patiently for the judgment of your Lotd - you
are certainly before Our eyes.”"

s, s Ik 0L P SO Y
LA IR Far s ) P
&

“We bore him on a planked and well-caulked ship, which

ran before Our eyes - a reward for him who has been
rejected.”®

4L 0%

ol pa s oR s vy Bl ,
~. Lt . ol
@eﬁ, depmals gtz elle 3l

“I showered you with love from Me so that you would be

reated under My eye.”®

2 4)-Ma’idah (5): 64
4l Tir (52): 48
 al-Qamar,(54): 13-14

6 74 Hi (20): 39
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Hearing

Hearing
Allah says,

2 2 >

A ,&Zju»)mﬂué J}ﬁ’é:;,.é

2

/;/,a:/”»‘ ,,/ /
Mrc“dh >) J“)
“Allah has heard the words of the woman who dis-
putes with you about her husband and lays her com-
plaint before Allah. Allah heats the two of you talking
together and Allah is All-Heating, All-Seeing,”%

FCA R AT H I R ;ﬁ»féc,&s
“Allah has heatrd the words of those who say, ‘Allah is

poot and we are rich.””%

;. ///,;./ ;z.f'yb v S

‘}’wf- (e g
@ }/‘(’,.' E.Ln_:;;

“Or do they imagine that We do not hear their secrets

and their private talks? On the contrary, Our messen-

gets are right there with them, writing it down!”®

6 al-Mujadilah (58): 1
7 Al Tmram (3): 181

8 al-Zukhruf (43): 80
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

Seeing
Allah says,

*/}/ Rl

a3\ $o\s c..-»‘ L—é’-ﬁ.ﬁﬂ (_é.;l
“I will be with you, All-Hearing and All-Seeing.”*’

(e ”&;»j‘

“Does he not know that Allah sees?””™

<A

-

- })’/

C.J”} }-l‘d ‘ : m ww&;
@2

“He sees you when you stand up to pray and your move-
ments with those who fall prostrate. He is the All-Hear-
ing; the All- Knowmg”71

'; 4 ;//’///,‘ ////'),,A *

Uiy Ilacl Jss
“Say, ‘Act, for Allah will see your actions, and so will Hls
Messenget and the believers...””"

® 74 Hi (20): 46
™ al-‘Alag (96): 14
T b Shu'ari? (26): 218-220

™2 ab-Tawbah (9): 105
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Plotting and Planning

Plotting and Planning
Allah says, | |

JICILER,

“He is inexotable in His powet!””

OHTS sjz."’j&f’,sa/ lie=ns
“They plotted and Allah plotted, but Alldh is the best of

plotters.”™*

})” ”}//' e /’ /’} //
‘ ogats JJ-‘-‘-‘%‘L e
“So 'they hatched a plot and We hatched a plot while
they were unaware.””

- BEESHGISAG

“They are hatching a plotand I too ar‘n hatchmg aplot.””

 al-Ra'd (13): 13
™ Al Tmrin (3): 54
™ af- Nami (27): 50

7 4f-Tirig (86): 15-16
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

Forgiveness and Pardon

Allah says,

oh L a0 s
O./c )" ‘;ﬂ‘- ‘Y‘;\p\.}i:‘)\
@ 15 A R 2
“Whether you reveal a 'good act or keep it hidden, or
pardon an evil act, Allah is Ever-Pardoning, All-
Powerful.”””?

(S

a} Arstr 2 4 4 ")/ 25720 R er¥s
)KSA'“JMO Q Y‘Mj}&aj_’
@ﬁ S»»";’ ‘/ :
FLae Al
“They should rather pardon and overlook. Would you

not love Allah to forgive you? Alldh is Ever-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.”"

Might
Allah says,
_‘;iﬁfaady;l};:f.!\d/_,

“But all might belongs to Allah and to His Messenger
and the believers.””

" al-Nisa’ (4): 149
™ al-Nar (24): 22 .

" al-Munafigin (63): 8
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Might

He has says, concerning Iblis,

@M oni~ ’vd,f:gdb
“He said, ‘By Your might, T will mislead all of them...”®

Majesty

Allah says,

@{/\"{Yf)m\dé “"}- .‘/rﬂ

“Blessed be the Name of your Lord Master of Ma)esty,
and Generosity.”®! :

Oneness
Allah says,

B LA HE R Sty e

“Therefore, worship Him and persevere in His wor-
- ship; Do you know of any other with His Name?®

QYA I ctd

® $id (38): 82
8 af-Rapman (55): 78

8 Maryam (19): 65
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

“There is none comparable to Him.”®

@ }/4-/’} \M“w 2 /.%

“Do not, then, knowingly make others equal to Allah.”*

Y
re 2 g- 184
P _:,’;/f’} }}\x\,\;‘a‘ujax.\g@' ol
r}’ku‘.*“.,

“Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them as
they should love Allah. But those who have faith have
* greater love for Allah.”®

| c 10T G < G 222 o
545 \A,»w,lgs.\& 5»3..4- Jos
L ‘ (L% .M /‘ }1
S )J—\S\w” ﬂﬁ))uu‘é‘%wﬂ
“Say, ‘Praise be to Allah who has had no son, who has
no partner in His kingdom, and who needs no one to

protect Him from abasement.” And proclaim His great-
ness repeatedly!”®

}'/.,}//)o} che Les . . AT RN A P
VS P AP [ A AR

“Everything in the heavens and everything on earth glo-

8 g)-Tkbias (112): 4

8 4/-Bagarah (2): 22

8 4l-Bagarah (2): 165

% gl Ird’ (17): 111
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Oneness

rifies Allah. Sovereignty and praise belong to Him. He
has power over all things.”®’ : '

ARSI R e
AT A AR AP (0

]

2 RUTT 4 s L Pame B 2e
O sas it el g 2455

“Blessed is He who has sent down the Criterion to His
servant that He may be a warner to all beings. He to
whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the
earth. He does not have a son nor has He any partner in
the kingdom. He created everything and determined it

most exactly.”®

j{ ;4({ /_?\'\;
){_)u:ﬂ AL _ ‘
povrrnr 2 W P WA >
S R T (M IVt
7 /,} Yt 64{ /,}5_;///,,1‘.,
e ®\UML°%‘WU;&&M .

AL s S A e
\

p) o
@ & )%Q_uwéwb%\

“Allah has no son and there is no other god accompa-
nying Him, for then each god would have gone off
with what he ereated and one of them would have
lorded over the other. Glory be to Allah above what
they describe, Knower of the unseen and seen! May He
be exalted above all that they associate with Him!”*

8 al-Taghabun (64): 1
8 a)-Furgan (25): 1-2

¥ al-My’minin (23): 91-92
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

P /’)\ o 525 C e 5 rg s
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“Do not try to make metaphors for Allah. Alléh'knows

and you do- not know.”?

Sy //’ ,/// g w
Ll bl At 5 05

Lt W)

geedrodr 2., ”o/ /0/'///’ .,
mdﬁ_)bmh\ J.&bo‘)o:-l Y\_"_,L:
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-

AL @woﬁm

“Say, ‘My Lord has forbidden indecency, both open and
hidden, and wrong action, and unrightful tyranny, and
associating anything with Allah for which He has sent
down no authority, and saying things about Allah you
do not know”91

Rising over the Throne

Allah says,

ORI e s

“The All-Metciful who has risen over the Throne.” 2

Allzh has tepeated this fact seven times in the Qut’an:”

* 4)-Napl (16): 74

M 4)-A'raf (7): 33

% Ta Ha (20): 5

* ‘Alawi Saqqaf m his critical notes to the Wasitiyyah states, “This is how it is in the

ptinted edition. However the manusctipt and a/-Fatawa have, “(Allah says), ‘The Al-

62



Rising over the Throne

. L g A L
Ew 3 o NG AT Vﬁ- <5
R T htd N <7 ,Jg{ :/
“Your Lord is Allah who created the heavens and the
earth in six days; then He rose over the Throne.”

e o /_.{ Hod % "/‘/f KT g
F 3 B NG S )
Rt R ,/ﬁ} :/
q»(,.ﬁ&@ g (’? ;Lj
“Your Lord is Allah who created the heavens and the
earth in six days; then He rose over the Throne.”*

k*’/’zz/ oo ’,:}‘f,-,: e VA et .1;}5;
Ay R e e
“Allah is He who raised the heavens without any sup-
potts that you can see; then He rose over the Throne.””

AR VoL et }’,0;/,}‘,,1 -
D Syl Aidesa

“The All-Merciful who has risen over the Throne.” %
}’/,g »C ’./u// N /: .;4;’:

“Then He rose over the Throne, the All-Merciful.””’

Merciful who has risen over the Throne’ and ‘then He rose over the Throne,’ in six places...,”
and this is more correct as the second verse is repeated six times (in the Qut’an).”

% ol A%f (7): 54

% Yiinus (10): 3

% 4l.Ra'd (13): 2

% 7 Hi (20): 5

" al-Furgan (25): 59
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH
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“Allah is He who created the heavens and the earth and

everything between them in six days; then He rose over
the Throne.””®

/

e
“It is He who created the heavens and earth in six days
then He rose over the Throne™

Highness

Allah says,

v oL

v v
J‘J»LU\AAJMLQ\WA»U\S

“When Allzh said, ‘O Tsa, T will take you back and raise
you up to Me.”'®

o]

L GG 7

socg
43N aas 5 Jo

“Allah rajsed him up to Himself.”""

% ol Sajdab (32): 4
% al-Hadid (57): 4
10 4% Tmran (3): 55

101 4)-Nisa’ (4): 158
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Highness

;}/ > 8 J}//’l/ ’l)/ > o/
A [}V ,.JAS [
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“All good wotds rise to Him, and He raises up all virtu-
g p
ous deeds.”1?

52506

L ess R € 7
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“Pharaoh said, ‘O Haman, build me a tower so that per-
haps I may gain means of access, access to the heavens,
so that I may look on Miisa’s God. Truly I think he is a

liar 235103

/’»~, %

J\;}’,u@%\(ﬁ ‘_;‘ u’é(;fl‘:.‘.ia
l;vﬁ.lc} //Juu ju‘ -’// “éuﬂ ("‘:‘J®3-;3
O PR

“Do you feel secure against Him who is in heaven caus-
ing the earth to swallow you up when suddenly it rocks
from side to side? Or do you feel secure against Him
who is in heaven releasing against you a sudden squall
of stones, so that you will know how true My warning
was?”1%

192 Fatir (35): 10

195 Ghafir (40): 36-37

19 of Mulk (67): 16-17
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH
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“It is He who created the heavens and earth in six days;
then He rose over the Throne. He knows what goes
into the earth and what comes out of it, what comes
down from heaven and what goes up into it. He is with

you whetever you are - Allah sees what you do.”'®®

Withness
+ Allah says,

Lok
ﬁ?»’«e‘—féi‘l" oS oA P IN
,z:‘.:(s;,\ﬂ.d A S AN IR N

®‘f~bmﬁ PR

“Three men cannot confer together secretly without Him
being the fourth of them, or five without Him being
the sixth of them, or fewer than that or mote without
Him being with them wherever they are. Then He will
inform them on the Day of Rising of what they did.

Allzh has knowledge of all things.””'%

195 o) Hadid (57): 4

196 af-Mujadilah (58): 7
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Withness :

&

a2y
“Do not be despondent, Allh is with us.”'”
\ Chr M RIS, s .6.
“I will be with you, All-Hearing and All-Seeing.”'%®

“Allzh is with those who ward off evil and with those
who are good-doers.”!®

o &

R et At N e e
@QM‘@ 4”‘&‘3)4&{9
“Be patient for Allah is with the patient.”""

4 w, 2
i
7 Y 2L R Pk . f:/ - ,: o
) @qw\c&b§579>§\. o_,féé—.=4:‘,,g’¢;;}é,
“How often a small force has triumphed over a much |

greater one by Allah’s permission! Allah is with the
patient.”'!

7 4 Tawbah 9): 40

198 7% 4 (20): 46

199 4/ Napl (16): 128

10 oL Anfal (8): 46

"M 4)-Bagarah (2): 249
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Speech

‘Allah says,
{ v Gt P eE s
s S15.5551575
“And whose speech can be truer than Allah’s?”112
P

- “Whose speech can be truer than Allah’s?”'?

P N
“When Allah says, ‘O ‘Isa, son of Maryl...””1!

IS o

Pyd % 4 ol /s {’
S B RSE Y
“The words of your Lord are perfect in truthfulness
and justice.”!"

O R AP
“Allah spoke directly to Miisa.”!¢

12 5] Nisa® (4): 87

3 4)Nisa® (4): 122
4 al-Ma'idab (5): 116
“? al-An'am (6): 115

16 4). Nisa® (4): 164
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Speech

/,r.a/, £ },

“...Allah spoke dlrectly to some of them.

2117

T ale 2% s Gxs
A L{,ww ¥ ‘\,u s
“When Miisa came to Our appointed time and his Lord
spoke to him...”"®

He says, addressing Musa,

5 PO

‘ﬂi—»;.)w J)L“U‘o'u“‘-“d

“We called out to him from the right side of [Mount] al-
Tar and We brought him near in close
communication.”!"? o

@’G}:l}m Ej‘l il ‘Cs'/‘_;u\ydab 3}y
“When your Lord called out to Miisa, ‘Go to the wrong-
doing folk...”'?

Allah says,

R AT

“Their Lord called out to them, ‘Did I not forbid you

W7 al-Bagarah (2): 253
18 ol Araf (7): 143
19 Maryam (19): 52

0 gl Shu'ara’ (26): 10
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THE CREED OF AL-WASITIYYAH

this tree and say to you: Shaytan is an outright enemy to
222121 ! )
u

your

;»:,; @ A gk sor 4,,,,
(O NG ST IR LIRS IR ry
“On the Day He will summon them, He will say, “‘Where

ate they, those you claimed were my associates?””*

T ‘é A et 5 I8 PP
‘U\L»JJ | )LGJJMMQLP)J
“On the Day when He summons them, He will say, ‘How
did you respond to the messengers?”’1?

//,:é;,:, 3)/1// ”(J ’}ﬂu‘b\p Q/’
///
Aﬂ Y

“If any of the polytheists ask you for protection, grant
it to them so that they may hear the wotds of Allah.”'**

/1/

> AL » //K

‘ 208
:)4/ *;S:,-,Aus};;j lf/// / ),./

“..when a group. of them heard Allah’s word and then,
after grasping it, knowingly distorted it.”'%

2 Wl A%af (7): 22

2 al-Qasas (28): 62

'3 4)-Qasas (28): 65

12 gl Tawbab (9): 6

12 4)-Bagarah (2): 75
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Speech

A, <
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Mwﬁ\ﬁu@&ﬁﬁp&yﬁmfx

“...desiring to alter Allah’s words. Say, “You may not fol-
low us. That is what Allah said before.””'*

b

< s Pods

RIS v s 4
SIS e Il 5
“Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book of

your Lord. No one can change His Words.”*" .

e /,:a//' e

<r z:,“_/

O G as eI AEST gyl o
“Certainly this Qut’an narrates to the Children of Israel
most of the things about which they differ.”'?®

P V2 }}/’/., 7/ PR
DAL 1A5;

“This is 2 Book We have sent down, and blessed...”'?

. - P
AT
SaliL e Rt By

“If We had sent down this Qur’an onto a mountain,
you would have seen it humbled and crushed to pieces

126 4] Fiath (48): 15

127 4f Kahf (18): 27

128 4)-Nami (27): 76

2 4) An'am (6): 92
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out of fear of Allgh.”*
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Gl

“If We replace one verse for another - and Allah knows
best what He reveals - they say, “You are just inventing
this!” No indeed, most of them have no knowledge.
Say, “The Purest Spitit has brought it down from your
Lord with truth, in order to strengthen those who be-
lieve, and as guidance and good news for the Muslims.
We know well that they say, ‘It is only 2 human being
who is teaching him.” The language of him they allude
to is notably foreign whereas this is in clear and lucid

Arabic.”t?

13°‘a/-Hasbr (59):21

! 4/ Nabhl(16):101-103
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Looking at Allah

Looking at Allah

Allah says,

5, 7 % 2. -
AT Gl AW s
“Faces that Day will be radiant, gazing at their Lord.”"

‘O)JL%}‘}VT&

“..on couches, gazing in wonder.”'®

/;}"‘I’/, - v"
GJL.JJJLQ‘«L‘

“Those who do good will have‘the best and more.”**

.i& J; \:// O )Jﬂb‘,& ’
“They will have thete in everything they desire; and with

Us there is still more.”!®

The Qur’an is full of such verses; whoevet ponders the Qur’an
carefully, desiring guidance from it, will have the path of truth made
clear to him.

2 o] Oiyamab (75): 22-23
32 af-Mutaffifin (83): 35
34 Yinus (10): 26

1 0 (50): 35
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CHAPTER TWO

in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (). The Sunnah

explains the Qur’an, it clarifies its import, it points to it and
gives expression to it. In the same way (as the Qur’an), it is obliga-
tory to have faith in whatever the Messenger described his Lotd,
Mighty and Magnificent, with in terms of those narrations that are
authentic and have been accepted by the people of knowledge.

I N ADDITION, (the principles detailed above find expression)

Examples of these are his (#) sayings,

“Every night, when the last third of the night remains,
our Lord, Blessed and Exalted is He, descends to the
lowest heaven and says, ‘Is there anyone invoking Me
that I may respond? Is there anyone asking of Me that I
may give it to him? Is there anyone asking for My for-
giveness that I may forgive him?”’

This hadith is agreed upon.'®

“Allah shows more joy at the repentance of His believ-

136 Bukhari #1145-6321-7494 and Muslim #756 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah.
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Chapter Two

~ ing and penitent servant than any one of you when (he
finds his lost) riding beast.”

This hadith is agreed upon.'”’

“Allah laughs at two men, both of whom kill each other,
yet both enter Paradise.”

This hadith is agreed upon.'®

“Our Lotd is amazed at the despairing of His servants
(at some harm) when His changing (his circumstances)
is at hand. He looks at you when you are in a state of
hardship and despair, and laughs, knowing that your
relief is close.” - ‘

This is a hasan hadith.'®

“(On the Day of Judgment), people will be thrown into
Hell and it will keep asking, ‘Is there any more?’ until the
Lotd of Might will place His foot into it.” Another nar-
ration has, “...His foot on it and its sides will fold in on
each other and it will say, ‘Enough, enough!””

137 Bukhari #6308 and Muslim #2744 on the authority of ibn Mas‘ad. Bukhari
#6309 and Muslim #2747 on the authority of Anas. Muslim #2675 on the authority
of Abl Hurayrah. Muslim #2745-2746 on the authotity of al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir
and al-Bara’a ibn ‘Azib.

13 Bukhari #2826 and Muslim #1890 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah.

1% The wording with Ahmad #16187 and ibn Majah #181 on the authority of Aba
Razin has, “Our Lord laughs at...” till the end of the first sentence.

It was ruled hasan by Albani, Sahib ibn Mdjah, al-Sahibab #2810

The second sentence is recorded by Ahmad #16206-and is referenced in a/-Sapibah
#2810
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This hadith is agreed upon.

“(Allah), Most High, says, ‘O Adam! Adam will reply,
‘Here I am, present and at Your service!” Then He will
call out with a voice, ‘Allah commands you to remove
from your progeny that portion (destined) for the Fire.””

This hadith is agreed upon.'*!

“There is not a single person amongst you except that
his Lord will talk to him without there being a translator
between them.”

This hadith is agreed upon.'” He (#) said concerning the per-
. formance of rugya for one who is ill, 7

“Our Lord, Allah, who is above the heaven, may Your
name be sanctified. Your command is in heaven and on
the earth; just as Your mercy is in heaven, place it on the
earth as well. Forgive us our misdeeds and our sins for
You are the Lord of good people. Send down some of
Your mercy and some of Your cure on this ailment that
it may be cured.”

The hadifh is hasan and is tecorded by Aba Dawid and others,'?

0 Bukhari #4848-6661-7384 and Muslim #2848 on the authority of Anas. Bukhari
#4849-4850-7449 and Muslim #2846 on the autliority of Aba Hurayrah.

4 Bukhari #3348-4741-6530-7483 and Muslim #222 on the authority of Abd Sa‘id
al-Khudtd

142 Bukhati #3595-7443-7512 and Muslim #1016 on the authority of ‘Ad ibn
Hatim. : }

3 Ahmad #23957 and Aba Dawid #3892 on the authority of Abd al-Darda’,
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Chapter Two

“Do you not trust me when I am trusted by Him who is
above-the heaven?”

This is a sahih hadith.'*

“The Throne is above the Wzltér, and Allah is above the-
Throne; He knows what you are doing.”

The hadith is hasan and is recorded by Aba Dawid and others.'*
"He (%) asked the slave-girl,

“Where is Allah?” She answered, ‘Above the heaven.
He asked, “Who am I?” She replied, You are the Mes-
senger of Allah.” He said, “Free her for she is a believer.”

Recorded by Muslim.'*

“The best (quality) of faith is that you know that Allah is

with you wherever you may be.”

This is a hasan hadith.¥

The narration of Abt Dawtd was tuled daff jiddan by Albani, Da'yf al-Jami*
#5422 and the narration of Ahmad was ruled da‘if by Arna‘tt et. al., Tabgiqg Musnad.

1 Bukhari #3344-3610-4351-4667-5058-6163-6931-6934-7432 and Muslim #1064
on the authority of Abi Sa‘id. '

13 Aba Dawid #4723 and ibn Majah #193 on the authority of al-‘Abbas.

Tt was ruled da'if by Albani, a/Da'ifab #1247 and its isnad da‘if jiddan by Arna‘Gt,
. Tabpgiq Musnad #1770.
146 Muslim #537 on the authotity of Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam.

Y Bayhadi, Asma’ wa’l-Sifat #907 and Abi Nu‘aym, vol. 6, pg. 124.
It was ruled datf by Suyuti, al-Jami‘ al-Saghir #1243 and Albani, a/-Da'ifab #2589.
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“When any one of you stands for prayer, he must not
spit in front of him or to his right because Allah is in
front of him; however (he may spit) to his left or under
his foot.”

This hadith is agreed upon.'*®

“O Allah! Lotd of the seven heavens and the earth,
Lord of the great Throne, our Lord and the Lotd of
everything, the Splitter of the seed and plant, Revealer

~of the Tawrat, Injil, and the Qur’an: I take refuge with
You from the evil of my self and from the evil of every
creature. You are the First, nothing is before You; You
are the Last, nothing is after You; You are the Outwatd,
nothing is above You; You ate the Inward, nothing is
beneath You. Pay my debt for me and keep poverty
from me.”

This is recorded by Muslim."” When his companions raised up
their voices in dhikr, he (#) said,

“People, be easy on yourselves for you are not calling
One who is deaf or absent; rather you are calling upon

. One who is All-Seeing, All-Hearing, and close. The One
you are invoking is closer to one of you than the neck
of his riding beast.”

This hadith is agreed upon.'

8 Bukhari #408-410-411-414-416 and Muslim #550 on the authority of Abu
Hurayrah. Bukhas #241-405-412-413-417-531-532-822-1214 and Muslim #551 on
the authority of Anas. '

4 Muslim #2713 on the authority of Abt Hurayrah.

150 Bukhari #2992-4202-6384-6409-6610-7386 and Muslim #2704 on the authonty
of Abua Misa

78



- Chapter Two

“You will see your Lord like you see the moon on a
night when it is full, you will have no difficulty in-seeing
Him. So if you ate able not to be overwhelmed to the

- point of missing a prayer before the rising of the sun
and before its setting, then do so.”

This hadith is agreed upon.™

There are more ahadith like these in which the Messenger of Allah
(%) narrated about his Lord whatever he related.

The Saved Group, Ablu’l-Sunnab wa’l-Jama‘ab, believes in these
ahadith just as they believe in what Allah informed us of in His
Book. They do so without distorting, denying, asking how or liken-
ing. They take a path that is the middle path between (the extremes
found amongst) the various sects of this nation just as this nation is
the nation of balance amongst the vatious nations.'*

With regards to the Attributes of Allah, Glorified and Most High
is He, they traverse a middle path between those who deny them:
the Jahmiyyah, and those who compare and liken Allah to His crea-
tion: the Mushabbihah. With regards the deeds of Allah, they traverse
a middle path between (the extremes of) the Jabariyyah and the
Qadariyyah. With regards the threat of Allah, they traverse a middle
path between (the extremes of) the Murji’ah and the Waidiyyah

1 Bukhari #554-573-4851-7434-7435-6437 and Muslim #633 on the authority of
Jarir. Bukhari #806-6573-7437 and Muslim #182-2968 on the authority of Aba
Hurayrah. Bukhari #7439 and Muslim #183 on the authotity of Aba Sa‘id.

132 Allah says, “In this way We have made you a middlemost community, so that you

may act as witnesses against mankind and the Messenger a witness against you.” [a/-
Bagarah (2): 143]
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such as the Qadatiyyah and othets. With regards the names of faith”
and religion, they traverse a middle path between (the extremes of)
the Hurariyyah and Mu‘tazilah on the one hand, and the Murji’ah
and the Jahmiyyah on the other. And with regards the Companions
of the Messenger of Allah (), they traverse a middle path be—
tween (the extremes of) the Rafidah and the Khawirij.

* ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wasitiyyab states that this word does not
occur in the manuscript of the book. So the sentence would then read, “With regards
faith and religion...” .
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CHAPTER THREE

Allah is above His creation

faith in Allah is believing in what Allzh has mentioned in

His Book, and has been reported via multiple transmission from
His Messenger, and has been unanimously agreed upoh by the Salaf
of this nation, that He, Glotious is He, is above His heavens, over
His Throne, separate from His creation, and that He, Glotious is
He, is with them wherever they be, knowing whatever they do.'®

INCLUDED IN WHAT WE HAVE MENTIONED of having

He mentioned all this in His saying,
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“It is He who created the heavens and the earth in six

days, then He rose over the Throne. He knows what
goes into the earth and what comes out of it, and what

158 cf. Tbn Taymiyyah, Majmisi Fatawd, vol. 5, pg. 15 and al-Tisiniyyah, vol. 2, pg. 545
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comes down from heaven and what goes up into it. He
is with you wherever you are - Allah sees what you do.”™*

His saying, “Fe is with you,” does not mean that He is commingled
with the creation for the import of (the word in the Arabic) lan-
guage does not necessarily signify this.” The moon is one of Allah’s
Signs and is one of the smallest of His creations; it is placed in the
heaven yet it is, at the same time, with both the traveler and the
resident wherever they are.' (Likewise), He, Glorious is He, is
. above the Throne, observing His creation, watching and supervis-

ing them, and looking on at them, as well as other matters signified
by His Lotdship.'*

Al these words that Allah has mentioned: that He is above the
Throne and that He is with us ate true in their literal sense and do

154 ). Fladid (5T): 4

* ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wisitiyyah states that the manusctipt
version and a/-Fatiwa adds here, ‘and it stands at odds to what the Salaf of this
nation have unanimously agreed to just as it stands at odds to the natural order (fifra)
that Allah has created creation with.’

1% Tt is interesting to a note that a similar argument is reported from the Prophet
(#8) in a hadith which has a da‘if isnad and is recorded by Ahmad #16201

1% The statements of the Salaf concerning this issue run into the hundreds. Wahb
ibn Jatir said, “The Jahmiyyah are heretics, they believe that He has not risen over His
Throne.’ Ibn al-Mubarak said, ‘We do not say as the Jahmiyyah say that Allzh is on
the earth; rather He has risen over His Throne.” He also said that Allah was ‘above
the heavens, over His Throne.” Sulayman al-Taymi said, ‘If I-was asked, “Where is
Allah,” T would reply, “Above the heaven.”” Ibn Mas‘ad said, “The Throne is over
the water and Allah is above the Throne and He knows what you are doing,’ These
were all recorded by Bukhati, Khaly Afal al-Thad #6-13-14-64-103

Imam Ahmad was asked if Allah was above the seventh heaven, ovet His Throne,
separate from His creation, and if His knowledge and power were everywhere. He
replied, Yes, (He is) over His Throne and His knowledge is everywhere.” Recorded

by Lalika’t, vol. 1, pg. 445 #674
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Allah is above His creation

not watrant distortion. However, they need to be purged of false
presumptions such as the notion that the ostensive sense of His
saying, “fi’l-sama’,” means that the heaven covers and contains
Him."” This notion is invalid according to the consensus of the
people of knowledge and faith. (How could this be so) when “His
Footstool encompasses the heavens and the earth,”*® and it is He who “&éeps
a firm hold on the heavens and earth, preventing them from vanishing away,”™
and it is “He who holds back the heaven, preventing it from falling to the
carth - except by His permission,” and “among His Signs is that heaven
and earth hold firm to Fis command.”™ ‘

Allah is close to His creation

Included in this is the belief that He is close” and responds. He

Y5 The authot, Bayan Talbis al-Jahmiyyah, vol. 1, pg, 559, said, ‘When it became
established in the souls of the addressees (of the tevelation) that Allah is the
Highest of the High, and that He is above everything, the understanding of His
saying, “fithe heaven” became that He was high and above everything, Likewise, when
itwas asked of the slave girl, “Where is Allah,” she replied, “‘ff the heaven,” meaning
above, without assigning Him the qualities of created bodies and, at the same time,
negating His indwelling in His creation....Furthermore whoever thinks that Allah
being (f) the heaven means that the heaven surrounds or encloses Him is a liar if he
is quoting someone else, or misguided if he believes this with respect to his Loxd.
We have not heard anyone understand this from the word (f)) just as we have not
seen anyone quote this from anyone else.”

158 o/ Bagarah (2): 255
199 Figir (35): 41

19 4/ Haji (22): 65

91 ol Rim (30): 25

* ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wasitiyyah states that the manuscript
version and a/-Fatawa has, ‘close to His creation...”
>
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has mentioned both of these matters in His saying,

g
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“If My slaves ask you about Mc, I amnear. I answer the
call of the caller when he calls on Me.””162

The Prophet (#) said, “The One you ate mvokmg is closer to
one of you than the neck of his riding beast.”

What has been mentioned in the Book and Sunnah of His close-
ness and withness does not contradict His highness and aboveness.
There is nothing like Him, Glorious is He, in all His descriptions.
He is high in His nearness and near in His highness.

The Qut’an is the Word of Allah

‘ Faith in Allih and His Books entails, the belief that the Qut’an is

~ Allah’s speech, it is revealed (by Him) and is not created. From
Him it came and to Him shall it return.'®® Allah spoke it literally;
this Qur’an which He revealed to Muhammad (#) is the speech of
Allzh, literally. It is not the speech of another and it is not permis-
sible to state that it is an account of the speech of Allah or an
expression of it. Indeed, even when people recite it or write it in
books, it still does not cease to be the literal speech of Allah, Most
High. This is because speech, in its real sense, is attributed to the

12 4l-Bagarah (2): 186
16 Sufyan al-Thawsi said, “The Quran is the word of Allah and it is not created.

From Him it came and to Him shall it return. Whoever says other than this is a
disbeliever.’ cf: Lalika’i, vol. 1, pg. 151, Dhahabi, Tadbkiratu’l-Huffaz, vol. 1, pg. 206
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The Qur'an is the Word of Allah

one who originally uttered it, not to the one who conveyed it from

him.

(The Qur’an) is the speech of Alldh in its letters and its meaning,
The speech of Allah is not words without meaning notr meaning
without words.'¢*

Seeing Allah on the Day of Rising

Included in what we have mentioned of having faith in Him, His
-Books, and His Messengers is the belief that the believers will see
Him, on the Day of Rising, with their eyes, just as they see the sun
on a clear day, free of clouds, and just as they see the moon when it
is full, without experiencing any difficulty in seeing Him, Glotious
is He. They will see Him when on the great plain on the Day of
Rising and they will see Him after entering Paradise as Allah, Most
High, wills.'®®

1041 alika’1, vol. 2, pg. 364 said, ‘A relation of what the verses of the Book of Allah,

Most High, prove, and what is reported from the Messenger of Allah (#8), the
Companions, and the Successors that Allah spoke the Qur’an literally, He revealed it
to Muhammad (#8)...it is recited in the places of prayer, written in books, and
preserved in the chests of man. Itis not an account or an expression of a Qur'an. It
is one Qur’an, it is not created, made, or a subject; rather it is one of the Attributes
of His essence and He has always been speaking. Whoever says something other
than this is a disbeliever, misguided and misguiding, an innovator, and opposing
the beliefs of Ablu’l-Sunnab wa'l-Jama‘ah.’

1 Tbn Abi al-Tzz, Sharh Tahawiyyah, vol. 1, pg. 208 said, “This is from the greatest
issues related to the #s#/ of the religion and its most noble, and it is for this that the
desirers desire and the competitors compete!” He took this from the words of Ibn
al-Qayyim, Hadi al-Arwah, pg, 341, who also mentions that the hadith concerning the
Seeing are matawatir, and reported from thirty companiohs. He then proceeds to list
all their narrations.
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- CHAPTER FOUR

The Punishment of the Grave

NCLUDED IN HAVING FAITH IN THE LAST DAY is to
I believe in all that the Prophet () informed us of regarding
what will happen after death. They believe in the trial of the
grave, in the punishment of the grave and in the bliss of the grave.

As regards the trial, man will be tested in his grave. He will be
asked, ‘Who is your Lord? What is your religion? Who is your
Prophet?” “Allah will make those who have faith firm with the Firm Word
in this life and the Hereafter,”*® and so the believer will reply, ‘Allah is
my Lord, Islam is my religion and Muhammad (#) is my Prophet.’
However, the one who has succumbed to doubt will say, ‘Hah haib,
I do not know. I heard people saying something, so I said it as well.”
Then he will be beaten with an iron rod and he will cry out with a
_ wail that will be heard by everything save man, for were he to hear
it, he would swoon.'®’

16 Thrahim (14): 27

- 167 Ahmad #18534 and Aba Dawiid #3212 on the authority of al-Bara’aibn ‘Azib.
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The Events of the Last Day

The Events of the Last Day

This trial will be followed by bliss or punishment until the Greater
Resurrection when the souls will be returned to their bodies and
the Rising which Allah has told us of in His Book and upon the
tongue of His Messenger, and about which all Muslims agree, will
- occur. Mankind, naked, barefooted, and uncircumcised, will rise
from their graves to stand before the Lord of the wotlds.'® The sun
will come close to them and they will be bridled in sweat.'® The
scales will be erected and the deeds of the servant will be weighed.
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“Those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful.
Those whose scales are light, they are the losers of their
selves, remaining in Hell timelessly, forever.”'”

Tts isnad was ruled sahih by Bayhaqf, a/-Shu‘ab al-Inmin #395 and ibn al-Qayyim,
Tahdhib Abi Diwid, vol. 4, pg. 337. It was ruled hasan by Mundhiti, a/- Targhib wa'l-
Tarbib #5221,

The hadith is also teported on the authority of Aba Hurayrah, Jabir, Aba Sa‘id,
Anas, and ‘A’ishah. cf. Sakhawi, a/-Ajwiba al-Mardiyyah, vol. 2, pp. 432 #107 and
Albani, Abkam al-Jand’iz, pp. 156-160.

Hakim, vol. 1, pg. 96 #111 said, “The hadith contains many points of benefit for
Ablw’l-Sunnab and keeps the innovators in check.”

1% Bukhari #3349-3447-4625-4626-4740-6524-6525-6526 and Muslim #2860 on
the author1ty of ibn ‘Abbas.

1% Muslim #2860 on the authority of Miqdad ibn al-Aswad.

0 ol Mu’minsin (23): 102-103
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The accounts, i.e. the records of deeds, will be unfolded. Some
will take theirs with their right hands and some with theit left or
behind their backs. Allah, Glorious and Most High, says,
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“We have fastened the destiny of every man about his
neck and on the Day of Rising We will bting out 2 Book
for him which he will find spread open in front of him.
‘Read your Book! Today your own self is reckoner

enough against you!”'"!

Allah will take the creation to account and He will talk to His
believing servant in private and have him acknowledge his sins as
has been described in the Book and Sunnah.

As for the disbelievers, they will not be taken to account in the
same manner as those whose good deeds are weighed against the
bad since they have no good deeds. 'Instead, their deeds will be
enumerated, they will be apprised of them and they will admit to
them.

7 g e’ (17): 13-14
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The Pond

On the great plain of the Rising is the Prophet’s Pond where (the
believers) will drink. Its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than
honey, and its goblets are as numerous as the stars of the heaven.
Its length is one months (journey) and its width is one months
(journey). Whoever drinks from it even once will never be thirsty
14 172 :

again

The Bridge

The Bridge spans the back of Hell. It is a bridge between Para-
dise and the Fire. People will cross it (at speeds) proportional to
their deeds: some will cross it in the blink of an eye, some will
cross it like a flash of lightening, some will cross it like the wind,
some will cross it like a race horse, some will cross it like a camel
rider, some will cross it running, some walking and some crawling,
and some will be seized and swept away into Hell. This is because
the Bridge has hooks which will seize the people in accordance to
their deeds.'” Whoever crosses it will enter Paradise. After they
cross the Bridge, they will stop over an arched bridge between Para-
dise and the Fire; there they will settle any mutual grievances,'”*
Then, when they are cleaned and cleansed, they will be permitted
to enter Paradise. '

172 Bukhari #6579 and Muslim #2293 on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amtr.
Muslim #2300 on the authority of AbG Dharr.
The hadith about the Pond ate mutawatir. cf. Suyiti, al-Azhar al-Mutanathirah #110

1 Bukhiri #7439 and Muslim #183 on the authority of Abii Sa‘id. Bukhari #806-
6573-7437 and Muslim #182 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah. :
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The Intercession

The first to request the opening of the door of Paradise will be
Muhammad (#) and the first nation to enter Paradise will be his

nation.'”

On the Day of Rising, he (#) will have three intercessions to
perform: -

The first will be on behalf of mankind standing at the Place of
. Rising so that the Judgment may begin. This is after they have gone
to the Prophets (to request this): Adam, Nih, Ibrahim, Misa, and
‘Isd, the son of Maryam, each one declining until they finally go to
him (%)}76

The second will be on behalf of the people of Paradise that they
be allowed entry. These two intercessions are specific to him.'”’

The third will be on behalf of those who are deserving of the
Fire. This intercession is for him, for all the Prophets, the sincerely

" truthful and for others. They will intercede on behalf of those who
are deserving of the Fire that they not enter it, and on behalf of
those who have entered the Fire that they be removed from it.!”

174 Bukhari #2440-6535 on the authority of Abi Sa‘id.
15 Muslim #197 on the authority of Anas ibn Milik.

176 Bukhari #4476-6565-7410-7440-7510-7516 and Muslim #193 on the authotity
of Anas.

77 Muslim #196 on the authority of Abu Hurayrah. -

178 The ahadith concerning this ate mutawatir and ate unanimously agreed on by
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(Then) Allah, without anyone interceding, will take some people
out of the Fire by virtue of His grace and mercy.!” After this, there
will still remain some uninhabited space in Paradise, so Allah will
create some peoples for it and grant them to entry therein.!®

The various categories of judgnent; reward, punishment, Para-
dise and Hell that the Abode of the Hereafter contains are detailed
in the Revealed Books from heaven, in the natrations coming down
from the Prophets, and the knowledge inhetited from Muhammad
(#8). This amount suffices and satisfies (the desire to know), so
whoever looks to it, will find it.

Abln’lFSunnah. cf. Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmi Fatawa, vol. 1, pp. 153-154 and Minhdj al-
Sunnah, vol. 5, pg. 295,

17 Bukhari #7439 and Muslim #183 on the authority of Aba Sa‘id.

18 Bukhari #7384 and Ahmad #12541-13793-13855 on the authority of Anas.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Divine Decree

HE SAVED GROUP, Ablu’l-Sunnab wa’l-Jama‘ah, believes
in the Divine Decree, be it good or bad. Belief in the Divine
Decree comprises two levels and each level consists of two

thmgs The first level is to believe that Allah, Most High, knows
what the creation are doing; He knows this with His pre-eternal
knowledge which He has been described with unceasingly and
unendingly. He knows all their states: when they are obedient and
disobedient, all their provisions and their life spans. Then Alldh
wrote the decrees of all creation in the Preserved Tablet,

“The first thing Allah created was the Pen and He said
to it, “‘Write! It said, ‘What should I write?” He said, ‘Write
everything that will be until the Day of Rising.””"®

181 Ahmad #22705-22707 and Tirmidhi #2155-3319 on the authority of ‘Ubadah.

Similar hadiths are recorded by ibn Abi ‘Asim #108 on the authority of ibn
‘Abbas with the words, “The first thing that Allah, Most High, created was the Pen
which He commanded to write everything that would happen”; ibn Abi ‘Asim
#106 on the authotity of ibn ‘Umar with the words, “The first thing that Allah
created was the Pen which he took with His right hand - and both His hands are
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Whatever befalls man would never have missed him, and what-
ever missed him would never have befallen him. The pens have
dried and the scrolls have been folded.’® Allah, Most High, says,
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“Did you not know that Allah knows everythihg in

heaven and earth? That is in a'Book, that is easy for
Allzh. 8

right - and He wrote down the world and what would occur in it of righteous and
wicked deeds, and the moist and the dty. He enumerated all this in the recotd with
Him”; and Ajurﬁ,'al—&'/mn"ab #345 on the authority of Aba Hurayrah with a da‘if
isnad. )

The hadith is sahih, cf. Albani, Zila/ al-Jannab #102-108, and Arna‘Gt, Tabgig
Abmaad

1% Abi Dawiid #4699 records on the authority of Zayd ibn Thabit that the Mes-
senger of Allah () said, “Were you to spend the likes of Uhud in gold in the way
of Allah, Most High, Allah, Most High, would not accept it of you until you believe
in the Divine Decree and know that what befell you would never have missed you,
and what missed you would never have befallen you.”

Tirmidhi #2516 records on the authority of ibn ‘Abbas who said, ‘I 'was sitting
behind the Prophet (§%) one day when he said, “Young lad, I shall teach you some
words: Safeguard Allah and He will safeguard you. Safeguard Allah and you will find
Him in front of you. When you ask, ask Allah. When you seek aid, seek it with Allah.
Know that were the creation to come together to bring about some benefit for you,
they would not be able to do so except through something that Allzh has decreed
for you; and if they came together to harm you through something, they would not
be able to do so except with something that Allah has dectreed against you. The Pens

“have been lifted and the scrolls have dried.”

Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih.

199 o] Flgjj (22): 70
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“Nothing occurs, either in the earth or in yourselves,
without it being in a Book before We make it happen.
That is something easy for Allah.”'®

This decree - which ensues from His knowledge, Glotious is He
- is (recorded) generally in some places and detailed in others. He
has written whatever He wills in the Preserved Tablet; when He
creates the body of the fetus, before blowing the soul into it, He
sends an angel to it who is ordered to write four things: his provi-
sion, his life span, his deeds, and if he is happy or miserable and the
likes.'®® This level of dectee was rejected by the extreme old-school
Qadariyah but very few (people) réject it now.

The second level deals with the will of Allah as it is executed and
His all-inclusive ability. This is to believe that whatever Allah wills
will happen and whatever He does not will, will not. (It is to be-
lieve) that any movement or stillness that takes place in the heav-
ens or on earth occurs only by the will of Allah, Glotious is He.
~ Nothing happens in His dominion that He does not will. He, Glo-
rious is He, has full power over all that exists and all that does not
exist.

There is no creation on earth or in heaven except that Allah, Glo-
‘rious is He, is its creator. There is no creator beside Him and there
is no Lord other than Him,

18 4l-Hadid (57): 22
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Despite all this, He has ordered the servants to obey Him and His
Messengers, and He has prohibited them from disobeying Him. He,
Glorious is He, loves those who ward off evil,'"® those who do
good and those who are just."®” He is pleased with those who be-
lieve and do righteous deeds. “He does not love the disbelievers”™®® and
“is not pleased with the transgressors.”" “He does not command indecency™
and neither “Is He pleased that his servants disbelieve,”™' and “He does
not love corruption.”™ '

The servants literally work their deeds and Allah is the creator of
their deeds. The term servant refers to the believer and the disbe-
liever, the righteous and the wicked, the one who prays and the one

185 Bukhari #3208-3332-6594-7454 and Muslim #2643 on the authority of ibn
Mas‘ad. ' '
18 ar: tagwa. The author, Majmi Fatawa, vol. 10, pg. 433, said, ‘Tagwi is that the
person act in obedience to Allah upon a light from Him and that he abandon
disobedience to Him upon a light from Him, fearing the punishment of Allah.’
He also said; Majma‘ Rasa’il, vol. 1, pg. 256, ‘Tagwa in actions comes about by
meeting two requirements, the first that the deed be sincerely for Allah; meaning by
this that one desire only the face of Allah and not associate anything else in the
worship of his Lord, the second that the deed be something Allah has commanded
and loves, i.e. it be in conformity to the Legal Law and not in accordance to some
other law that Allah has not allowed to be followed.’

- 187 cf. Ali Imrin (3): 76, al-Bagarah (2): 195, al-Ma'idah (5): 42
188 41 Tmran (3): 32 |
'8 4)-Tawbah (9): 96
90 4 A%f (7): 28
Y1 a)-Zumar (39): 7

2 4)-Bagarah (2): 205
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who fasts. The servants have power over their actions and they
have their own will and Allah is their creator and the creator of
their power and will. Allah, Most High, says,
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“...to whoever among you wishes to go straight. But you
will not will unless Allah wills, the Lord of all the
wortlds.”'%

This level of decree is denied by the generality of the Qadariyah
- those whom the Prophet (&) called the Magians of this nation.'”*
A group of those who affirm (the decree) went to extremes with
regards this, divesting the servant of any power or will and
stripping the actions and rules of Allah of their wisdom and ben-
efits. ' '

Faith

Amongst the fundamentals of _Ablu’[-Sunnah wa’l-Jamd'ak is that
religion and faith comprise speech and deed: speech of the heart
and the tongue and deed of the heatt, tongue, and limbs."”® (They

93 4f-Takwir (81): 28-29

19 Abi Dawiid #4691 on the authority of ibn ‘Umar.
It was declared sahih by Suytti, a/-/ami‘ al-Saghir #6180 and hasan by Albani, Sahib
al-Jami #4442, '

19 Imam Shafi said, “The Companions and the Successors after them whom we
have met have unanimously agreed that faith is speech, deed, and intention. One of
the three is not valid without the others.” Recorded by Lalika’s, vol. 4, pg. 848 and
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believé) that faith increases with obedience and decreases with diso-
bedience." ' '

vol. 5, pg. 957 ‘

Bukhari said about faith that it was, ‘Speech and deed without any doubt,” and he
said, ‘I have written from more than one thousand scholars, and I only wrote from
those who said that faith was speech and deed. I did not write from people who said
that faith was (only) speech.” Recorded by Lalika, vol. 5, pg. 959

The author, Majmi‘ Fatiwa, vol. 7, pp. 186-187, said, “The foundation of faith is
that faith which takes root in the heatt, this faith must have two components: the
belief of the heart accompanied with its acknowledgement and cognisance; the first
element is referred to as the statement of the heart (gaw/ al-galb). Junaid said, “Tawhid
is the statement of the heart and reliance (fawakkul) is the action of the heart (‘umal
al-qalh).” Therefore it is necessary that there exist the statement of the heart and its
actions, then ensuing from this, the statement of the body and its actions. The
action of the heart must exist such as loving Allah and His Messenger, fearing Allah,
loving what Allah and His Messenger love and hating what they hate, making ones
actions sincere for Him and having fawakks/in Him.

The heart is the foundation, when it contains cognisance and firm intent this
must show on the body necessarily, it is not possible that this not happen. This is
why the Prophet () said in the sahih hadith, “In the body there is a piece of flesh,
ifitis sound, the body is sound, but if it is corrupt, the whole body will be corrupt,
indeed it is the heart.”” Aba Hurayrah said, “The heart is the king and the limbs are its
soldiers, if the king is good, the soldiers will be good but if the king is vile, so too
will be his soldiers.” ... So if the heart is correct by virtue of its hé.ving faith in terms
of knowledge and action; this must mean that the body will also be correct in its -
speech and action upon the dictates of that faith. This is why the Zmims of the
Ablw'l-Hadith said that faith was speech and action. Inward and outward speech and
inward and outward action, the outer must follow the inner and this is why some of
the Companions said regarding one who prayed lazily, “If his heart were submis-
sive, 50 too would his limbs be.” cf. Majmi Fatawa, vol. 7, pp. 644-646 for an
important discussion concetning this.

1% Sufyan al-Thawri said, ‘Faith consists of speech, deed, and intention. It increases
and decreases, it increases with actions of obedience and decreases with actions of
disobedience. No speech is accepted without deed, no speech and deeds are accepted
without intention, and speech, deed, and intention is not accepted unless they
conform to the Sunnah.” Lalika’i, vol. 1, pg. 151 and Dhahabi, Zadbkirai’l-Huffaz,
vol. 1, pg. 206 =
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However, alongside this, they do not rule the People of the Qiblah
disbelievers because of evety sin, or every major sin, (mutlaq al-
ma'asi wa'l-kaba’ir) that they may commit as done by the Khawarij.
Rather, brothethood in faith remains even in the presence of sins.
Allzh, Glotious is He, says in the verse dealing with retribution,
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“But if someone is absolved by his brother, blood money
should be claimed with correctness and paid with good
will. 197 :

Ya'qub ibn Sufyan said, ‘In the view of Abk’/-Sunnab, faith is sincerity to Allah
with the heart, the tongue, and the limbs; it is speech and deed and it increases and
decreases. This is the view of everyone we have metin Mecca, Madinah, Syria, Basra
and Kufa.’ Lalika’i, vol. 5, pg. 963

The author, Majmi Fatawa, vol. 7, pg. 171 said, “Those of the Sa/afwho said that
faith was speech and action intended thereby the speech of the heart and tongue
and action of the heart and limbs. [Those who added to this definition] belief did
so because they thought or feared that people would understand that ‘speech’ [men-
tioned in the previous definition] refers only to speech of the tongues. Those who
defined it as “speech, action and intention” did so because they understood that
‘speech’ covers both belief [in the heart] and articulation of the tongue, but they
feared that people may not understand that intention was also covered by ‘action’
and so they added this. Those who added “following the Sunnah” did so because
no action is beloved to Allah unless it is compliance to the Sunnah. None of these
meant to include in this definition absolutely every speech and action, rather that
speech and action which is legislated. Their purpose in giving these definitions was
to refute the Murji’ah who presumed that faith was belief and nothing else. Those
who defined faith to have four components, such as ‘Abdullah al-Tusturi, explained
themselves by saying, “Speech, action, intention and Sunnah: if faith is speech

" without action, this is disbelief; if it is speech and action without intention, this is
hypoctisy;-if it is speech, action and intention but without Sunnah, this is
innovation.””

Y7 4)-Bagarah (2): 178
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And He says,

9//(

) L d /” O R 2
‘/ ] ‘/A ! W l ‘/ 0}3
,t’ i

C)‘Ubﬁﬂf‘ﬁk&s’wé‘ﬁuéfm&
VWA P K| 4 Ahydtaiiack

“If two parties of the believers fight, make peace be-
tween them. But if one of them attacks the other un-
justly, fight the attackers until they revert to Allah’s com-
mand. If they revert, make peace between them with
justice, and be even-handed. Allah loves those who are
even-handed.”"?®

They do not divest the sinner amongst this nation (fasig al-mill)
of Islam" in its entirety, nor do they believe that he will stay in Hell
forever as the Mu'tazilah state. Rather, the sinner falls under the
banner of absolute faith (aliman al-mutlag);” Allah, Most High, -
says,

8 ol Hyjurat (49): 9

" ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wasitiyyah states, “This is how it is in the
printed edition, however the wording in the manuscript and #/-Fatawa has the word,
‘faith’ (in place of Islam), and this is mote cotrect.’

" ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wasitiyyah states, “This is how it occurs in
the printed edition, however the manuscript and Majmii‘ al-Fatawi ,vol. 3, pg. 151,
just as the words, “falls under the banner of faith,” (i.e. without mention of the
word mutlag), and with this the meaning becomes sound. However, al-Sharif states
that the sounder construct should have the words alimdn al-mutlag and argues that
the meaning still remains sound. Allah knows best.” The following notes explain
how this is so.
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“...you should hberate a believing slave.”"? _

It is also possible that He may not enter under the banner of
_absolute faith®® as Allah, Most High, says,
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“The believers are those whose heatts tremble when Allah

is mentioned, whose faith is increased when His Signs
are recited to them.”!

The Prophet (#) said,

“The adulterer, when committing adultery, is not a be-

199 4)-Nisa’ (4): 92
The point of quoting this verse is to show that as far as the ruling in this world is
concerned, any slave who displays faith outwardly falls under the category of being
a‘believing slave,” even if he is a sinner, and hence can'be liberated. cf. Ibn Taymiyyah,
Majma Fatawa, vol. 7, pg. 416

-2 This is because ‘absolute faith is that which leads to a person who holds it
deserving reward and entry into Paradise, and these people do not fall in this
category,’ since ‘the term faith when left absolute includes enacting the obligations
and leaving the prohibitions,” and the believer who has absolute faith ‘in the context
of promise and threat is one who is deserving of entering Paradise without
punishment, i.e. one who does the obligations and leaves the prohibitions.” cf.
Majmii Fatawa, vol. 7. pg. 240; vol. 7, pg. 41;vol. 11, pg. 653

Therefore as far as the wotldly ruling goes, one can state that a sinner is a believer,
leaving the term absolute, but in terms of the Hereafter one would not state the same
in such absolute terms, rather one would say that he has faith that prevents him from
eternally residing in Hell. cf. Majms* Fatawa, vol. 7, pp. 354-355

21 o) Aufil 8): 2
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liever. The thief, when stealing, is not a believer. The
person drinking alcohol, when drinking, is not a be-
- liever. The one who robs, and people raise their eyes to
look at him doing it is not a believer when he robs.”**

We say that such a person is a believer with a deficiency in his
faith, or he is a-believer by virtue of his faith and a sinner by virtue
of his sin; as such he is not granted the ttle in its absolute sense (o
ism al-mutlaq) and neither is he divested of the title in its essence
(mutlaq al-ism).

*2 Bukhari #2475-5578-6772-6810 and Muslim #202 on the authority of Abd
" Hurayrah. Bukhari #6782-6809 on the authority of ibn ‘Abbas.

The hadith is mutawatir. cf.-Suyatl, a~Azbar al-Mutanathirah #6, and Ghumari,
Ittibaf Dhawi'l-Fud@il#10 -
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Companions

Jamd'ab is that their hearts and tongues are faithful to the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (%) It is with
this that Allah, Most High, has desctibed them,

O NE OF THE FUNDAMENTS OF Ah/u’l-Sunnah wa’l-
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“Those who have come after them say, ‘Our Lotd, for-
give us and our brothers who preceded us in faith. Do

not put any rancour in our hearts towards those who
have faith. Our Lord, You are All-Gentle, Most
Merciful. >

They o_bey the saying of the Prophet (&),

03 al—Haer (59):10
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“Do not abuse my Companions for by the One in whose
hand is my soul, if any one of you spend gold like
(Mount) Uhud (in charity) it will not equal a mudd, or
even a half, of what they spend in charity.”?**

They accept what the Qut’an, the Sunnah, and the consensus men-
tion of their virtues and rankings.®® As such they give precedence
to those who spent (in charity) and fought before the Conquest, i.e.
the treaty of Hudaybiyah,*® over those who spent and fought after
it?" They place the Muhajirun before the Ansar. They believe that
Allzh said to the people of Badr who numbered more than three
hundred, “Do whatever you wish fot I have forgiven you.”?® They
believe that no one who pledged allegiance under the tree will enter

24 Bukhiari #3673 and Muslim #2540 on the authotity of Abi Sa‘id.

2% Imam Ahmad, Usil al-Sunnab, pg. 5, said, ‘Whoever disparages a single one of
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (), or dislikes him on account of
something he did, or mentions his faults, is an innovator. (He temains so) until he -
invokes Allah’s metrcy on them, every single one, and until his heart becomes faithful
and at rest with them.” cf. ibn Abi Ya'la, Tabagat al-Hanabilah, vol. 1, pg. 245

The authot, a/-Sarim al-Mashil, vol. 3, pg. 1085 mentions that Ahlu’FSunnab ‘ate
agreed that the obligation (with respect to the Companions) is to praise them, seek
forgiveness for them, invoke mercy on them, to be pleased with them, to love them,
show allegiance to them, and to punish those who speak evilly of them.’

¢ The author, a/-Furgan, said, “The Conquest refers to the treaty of Hudaybiyyah
because it was the first step taken that led to the conquest of Mecca. It was concerning
this treaty that Allah revealed, “Truly We have granted you a clear victory, so that
Allah may forgive you your eatlier ertors and any latet ones.” [a/-Fath (48): 1-2] The
Companions asked, “Messenger of Allah, is this-a conquest?” He replied, “Yes.””

27 of. al-Fladid (57): 10
28 Bukhari #3007-3081-3983-4274-4890-6259-6939 and Muslim #2494 on the
authortity of ‘Ali. ' ;
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 the Fire as mentioned by the Prophet (#);* indeed (they believe)
that Allah was pleased with them and they with Him;*'° and they
numbered more than one thousand four hundred people.

They testify that those who the Messenger of Allah (#%) stated

(were in Paradise) are in Paradise such as the Ten"! Thibit ibn
Qays ibn Shammas*? and other Companions.?'

The Four Khalifahs

They accept what has been reported via multiple routes from the
Leadert of the Believers, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (radiy.Allabu ‘anbu)?* and

29 Muslim #2496 on the authortity of Jabir.
20 o o) Tuwbah (9): 100 and a/-Fath (48): 18

21 Aba Dawad #4649-4650 and Tirmidhi #3757 on the authority of Sa‘d ibn Zayd
that the Messenger of Allah (#) said, ““Ten are in Paradise: Aba Bakr is in Paradise,
‘Umat is in Paradise, ‘Uthman is in Paradise, ‘Aliis in Paradise, Talhah is in Paradise,
Zubayr ibn al-‘Awiam is in Paradise, Sa‘d ibn Malik is in Paradise, ‘Abdu’l-Rahman
ibn ‘Awf is in Paradise.” Sa‘id ibn Zayd then said, “If you wish I will name you the
tenth,’ they said, “Who is he?” He paused and they asked again so he said, ‘He is Sa‘id
ibn Zayd. ‘ k '

Titmidhi said it was hasan and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6993-6996.

Tirmidhi #3747 also recorded it on the authority of ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn ‘Awf
and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #7002

212 Bukhati #3613-4846 and Muslim #119 on the authoﬁty of Anas.
3 ¢f. the authot’s, Minhdj al-Sunnab, vol. 4, pg. 237

24 Ahmad #833-871 records that ‘Ali said, ‘Should I not inform you of the best of
this nation after its Prophet? Abii Baks.” Then he said, ‘Should I not inform you of
the best of this nation after Abii Bakr? ‘Umat.’ The isnad is hasan. Ahmad #922-

104



The Four Khalifabs

others,?™ that the best of this nation, after its Prophet, are Abt
Bakr then ‘Umar. They place ‘Uthman in third place and ‘Aliin fourth,
may Allah be pleased with them all. This is proven by the natrations
and is proven by the Companions unanimously agreeing on giving
precedence to ‘Uthman (over ‘Ali) for the pledge of allegiance.
However, some of Ablu’-Sunnah do differ concerning (the ranking
of) ‘Uthman and ‘Ali with regards supetiority, after having agreed
upon giving precedence to Aba Bakr and ‘Umar. Some people gave

1030 records that ‘Ali said, ‘Should I not inform you of the best of this nation after
its Prophet? Abii Bakr. The best of this nation after Abt Bakr is ‘Umar. After this
Allah placed goodness wherever He wished.” This is sahih. Many narrations from
‘Ali concerning this are recorded by ibn Abi ‘Asim, a/-Sunnah #1200-1221.-

cf. Albani, Zial al-Jannab #1200+ and Arna‘Gt, Tahgiq Musnad.

Bukhari #3671 records that Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah asked his father (‘Ali),
“Which people are best after the Messenger of Allah (#)?’ He replied, ‘Aba Bakr.
He asked, ‘Then who?” He replied, “Umar.” He said, I feared that he would then say
‘Uthman, so I'said, “Then you?”” He replied, ‘T am just a man amongst the Muslims.’

The author, Majmi Fatéwa, vol. 4, pg. 422 quotes this hadith and states that it is

reported via approximately eighty routes from ‘Ali.
25 Such as Ibn ‘Umar as recorded by Bukhari #3655-3698, ‘Duting the time of the
Prophet (#&) we would not equate anyone with Abi Bakr, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman,
then we would leave the Companions of the Prophet, not declaring some to be
supetior to others.” Ibn Abi ‘Asim #1193 has the additional wording, “This reached
the Prophet (#) and he did not object.’

cf. Albani, Zildl al-Jannab #1190+ and the author’s, Minhaj al-Sunnah, vol. 6, pp.
153-154

Khattabi, Ma'alim al-Sunan, vol. 4, pg. 279, said, “The explanation of this - and
Allah knows best - is that he was referring to the seniors and elders amongst them,
those whom the Messenger of Allah (#) would go to for advice when a matter
concerned him. At that time ‘Ali was still young, Ibn ‘Umar did not mean to demean
or disregard ‘Ali, may Allah ennoble his face, or to deny his excellence after ‘Uthman,

" rather his excellence was well known and was not denied by ibn ‘Umar or any other

Companion. They only differed about whether ‘Uthmin came before him: the ma-
jority of the Salaf were of the view that ‘Uthman did come before and the majority
of the people of Kafah were of the opinion that ‘Ali came before ‘Uthmian, may
Allah be pleased with them both.”
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the precedence to ‘Uthman and placed ‘Ali in fourth place, others
gave precedence to ‘Ali, and yet others did not voice an opinion.
However the affair of Ablu’l-Sunnah settled with their placing
‘Uthman before ‘AlL /

Even though, in the view of the majotity of Ablw’l-Sunnab, this
issue, i.e. the issue of ‘Uthmin and ‘Ali, is not one of the funda-
mental issues such that anyone who opposes it is considered to be
misguided, one is ruled to be misguided, however, if (he opposes
them) in the matter of the Khilafah. This is because they believe
that the Khalifah after the Prophet (#) was Aba Bakr, ‘Umar,
‘Uthmian and then ‘Ali.*¢* Whoever reviles the Khilafah of any of
these is more misguided than his domesticated ass.

The Family of the Prophet (&)

- They love the family of the Messenger of Allah (#),”" they show
loyalty to them, and they upkeep the will of the Messenger of Allah
concerning them when he said at Ghadir Khum, “I admonish you
of Allah concerning my family!”'®

He (%) said to his uncle, ‘Abbas, when he cdmplained to him that

216 Aba Dawad #4630 records that Sufyan said, ‘Whoever says that ‘Ali was more
deserving of leadership than those two (i.e. Abt Bakr and ‘Umar) has declared Aba
Bakr, ‘Umar, the Muhajirtn, and the Ansar, may Allah be pleased with them all,
wrong, I do not think that his deeds will be raised to the heaven because of this.’

47 'The authot, Minhaj al-Sunnah, vol. 7, pg. 294, states, “The Family of the Prophet
refers to all of Band Hashim: the children of al-‘Abbas, ‘Ali, Harith ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Muttalib, all of Bani Aba Talib and others.” In Majmsi‘ Fatiwa, vol. 28, pg. 292 he
points out that they are the families of ‘Abbis, ‘Ali, Ja‘far, and ‘Aqil.

218 Muslim #2407 on the authority of Zayd ibn Argam.
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some of the Quraysh behaved rudely with Bana Héshim,"‘By the
One in whose hand is my soul, they will never believe until they
love you for the sake of Allah and because of my relationship (to
you).”2

He (4) said,

“Allah chose Kinanah from amongst the descendants
of Isma‘il, He chose the Quraysh from amongst the
descendants of Kinanah, from the Quraysh He chose
Bant Hashim, and me from Bana Hashim.”??

The Wives of the Prophet (%)

They show loyalty to the wives of the Messenger of Allah (%),
the Mothers of the Believers, and they believe that they will be his
wives in the Hereafter, especially Khadijah (radiyAllahu ‘anba), the
mother of most of his children, the first person to believe in him
and to give him support in his mission. She held a high status with
him. And al-Siddiqah, the daughter of al-Siddiq (radipAllahn ‘anku),
about whom the Prophet () said, “The excellence of ‘A’ishah

29 Ahmad #1772-1772-1777-17516 on the authotity of al-‘Abbas with a da‘if
isnad.

Tirmidhi records on the authotity of ‘Abdu’l-Muttalib ibn Rabi‘ah that the Mes-
senger of Allah () said, “By the One in whose hand is my soul, faith will not enter
the heart of a person until they love you for the sake of Allah and His Messenger.”
Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih and Arna‘at, Jami‘ al-Usial #6543 agreed.

Bukhati #4240-4241 and Muslim #1759 record on the authority of ‘A’ishah who
said that Aba Bakr said, ‘By the One in whose hand is my soul, it is more beloved in
my view to join the ties of the kin of the Messenger of Allah () than my own
ties.”

220 Muslim #2276 on the authority of Wathilah ibn al-Asqa.
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over women is like the excellence of al-tharid over the rest of the
" food.”%!

They declare themselves innocent of the way of the Rawafidah
who hate and abuse the Companions, and of the way of the Nawasib
who harm the family of the Prophet in both word and deed.

- The Differences Amongst the
Companions

They refrain from (delving) into the differences that occurred
amongst the Companions and they state that some of the traditions
dealing with their faults are outright lies, and that others have been
subject to interpolation or omission and are thus distorted. As regards
those issues that are authentically reported, they are excused because
they made their 7#ihad and wete either right or wrong, |

Alongside this, they do not think that every Companion was
infallible, that it is impossible for them to commit major or minor
sins. Rather it is possible for them to commit sins in general, but
they have such precedence and virtues that necessitate their
forgiveness for any such thing that may be committed by them.
This is true to the point that they could be forgiven sins that would
not be forgiven others who came after them because they have such
good deeds that would efface their bad which the later people do
not have.

It is established that the Messenger of Allah (#8) said that they

21 Bukhari #3770 and Muslim #2446 on the authotity of Anas ibn Milik.
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are the best of all generations®” and that a mudd that one of them
gives in charity is better than gold equaling the size of Mount Uhud
given by those who came after them.

Furthermore, if one of them did commit a sin, he would repent,
ot he would do such good deeds as would efface it, or he would be
forgiven by virtue of his precedence, or (he would be delivered)
through the intercession of Muhammad () since (the Compan-
ions) are the most deserving people of his intercession, ot he would
be afflicted with a trial in this wotld that would serve as an expia-
tion.?” Therefore if this is the case with regards to sins that they
may have actually committed, what then of issues in which they

#2 Bukhati #2652-3651-6429-6658 and Muslim #2533 on the authority of ibn
Mas‘ad with the words, “The best of people are my generation, then those who
follow them, and then those who follow them.”

It is also recorded by Bukhari #2651-6428-6695 and Muslim #2535 on the au-
thotity of ‘Imran ibn Husayn with the wotds, “The best of you are my generation,
then the next, then the next, and then the next.” ‘Imrian said, ‘I do not know if he
said it two or three times after mentioning his own generation’; Muslim #2534 on
the authority of AbG Hurayrah with the wotds, “The best of my nation is the
generation in which I was sent, and then the next.” Abta Hurayrah said, “‘Allzh
knows best if he mentioned the third or not’; and Muslim #2536 in the authority of
‘N’ishah that a man asked the Messenger of Allah () who the best people were and
he replied, “The generation that I am in, then the second, then the third.”

2 Bukhati #5640 and Muslim #2572 record on the authority of ‘A’ishah that the
Messenger of Allah (#8) said, “There is no tribulation that befalls a Muslim except
that Allih would expiate his sins through it, even if it be a thotn that pricks
him.” ‘

Muslim #2572 tecotds on the authority of ‘A’ishah that she heard the Messenger
of Allah (&) saying, “There is nothing that afflicts a believet, even a thotn that
pricks him, except that, through it, Allah would write 2 good deed on his behalf or
wipe away a sin of his.”

Bukhari #5641 and Muslim #2573 recotd on the authority of Abii Sa‘id and Abi
Hurayrah that the Prophet () said, “The believer is not afflicted with illness or
hardship, worry or distress, harm or concern - even a thorn that pricks him, except
that Allah would expiate his sins as a result of it.”
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made j#ihad,*** bearing in mind that if they were cotrect, they would
have two rewards, and if they were wrong, they would have one
reward and their error would be forgiven them!*

Moteover, the amount of the actions of some of them that one
could find objectionable is negligible when compared to the virtues
of these people and their good deeds such as their faith in Allah and
His Messenget, Jihad in His way, Hijrah, their aiding (the Prophet),
and their beneficial knowledge and righteous deeds. Whoever stud-
ies the lives of these people with knowledge and insight, (consid-
eting) the virtues that Allah blessed them with, will come to know

224

ijtihad: scholarly effort expended by a qualified jurist to deduce a ruling that is not
self-evident from the source. The jurist who does so is called 2 Mujtahid.

25 As per the hadith of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and Abi Hurayrah recorded by Bukhari
#7352 and Muslim #1716 with the words, “When the judge passes a ruling, making
his ztihad, and is correct, he gets two rewards; but if he passes a ruling, making his
yjtihad, and is wrong, he gets one reward.”

Khattabi, Ma'dlim al-Sunan, vol. 1, pg. 160, said, “The one who has erred is re-
watded for his jitihad in the pursuit of truth because his j#hdd is an act of worship
and he is not rewarded for his error, instead just the sin is lifted from him. This
hadith applies to those who are Mujtahids, those who have the tools for making
#tihad, those who know the #s7i/and the different aspects of gsyas. As for one who
is not able to make zitthad, he is a pretender, and is not excused for any mistake he
makes when passing judgement.’ i

26 Tbn Mas‘td said, ‘Amongst mankind, they had the most righteous of hearts,
they had the most profound and in-depth knowledge, and they were the least
pretentious.’

Recorded by ibn ‘Abdu’l-Barr #1810 with a da‘if isnad, however the narration is
good. Almost the exact same wording is reported from al-Hasan by ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Barr #1807 with a sahih isnad and a similar narration is recorded by Abi Nu‘aym,
vol. 1, p. 378 #1060 from ibn ‘Umar with a da‘if isnad.

When ibn ‘Abbas heard some people debating about the religion he said, ‘Do you
not know that to Allah belong certain servants, though they ate fully able to respond
and are not dumb, the fear of Allzh has silenced them'and given them tranquillity.
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with certainty that they are best of ctreation after the Prophets.?

There has not been any like them and there will not be any like
them, they are the select amongst the generations of this nation
which is itself the best of all nations and the most honorable with
Allah 2

They are the true scholars, the eloquent ones, the intelligent, the noble; scholars of
the Days of Allah, except that when they brought to mind the greatness of Allah,
their minds were overcome, their hearts split for the fear of Allah, and their tongues
were silenced. When they recovered from this state they rushed to petforming right-
eous deeds thinking themselves to be amongst those who were negligent when in
reality they were the sagacious, those of strong determination; thinking themselves
oppressors and sinners when in reality they wete pious wotshipperts, free of oppres-
sion and sin. They did not think that abundant worship was too much for Him;
they were not content with little worship, and their actions of worship did not lead
them to conceit. Wherever you were to meet them you would find them sombre,
solicitous, in a-state of dread and fear of their Lord.”

Recorded by Abu Nu‘aym, vol. 1, p. 400 #1149; and ibn al-Mubirak, a/-Zubd
#1495 . '

%27 Allah says, “You are the best nation ever to be produced before mankind.” [4/4
Tmran (3): 110] and “Then We made Our chosen servants inhetit the Book...” [Fazir
(35:32)]

The Prophet () said, “You are the fulfilment of seventy nations, you are the best -
of them and the most noble of them with Allah.” It was recorded by Tirmidhi
#3001 who said it was hasan.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

The Miracles of the Aw/ya’

NE OF THE FUNDAMENTALS OF Ab/u’L-Sunnahis to
believe in the miracles of the Awlya’*® (They believe)
that Allah causes supernatural feats to occur at their hands,
grants them spiritual unveilings, and various manifestations of power
and influencing (substances).” This is related from the nations of
old in S#rah al-Kahf and in other sirahs of the Qur’an, it is related
from the Salaf of this natlon the Companions and the Successors,
and from all of the various sects of this nation. They will exist

28 Awliya’, plural of wali. The authot, al-Furgan, says, ‘al-Waliyah, ot loyalty, is the
opposite of a/-‘adawab, or enmity. The essential meaning of al-waldyah is love and
closeness whereas the essential meaning o/ dawi is hatred and distance. It is also
postulated that the wa/ is called so because of his mmwilah, or petsistence and
regularity in petforming actions of obedience, meaning by this his following up
[good actions} with more [good actions]. The first analysis is more cotrect.” He says
before this, ‘The Awlya’ of Allah are the pious, God-fearing believers. Allah, Most
High, says, “Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and will know no sorrow:
those who have faith and have fagwa.” [Yanus (10): 62-63)°

* f. Majmi* Fatawa,vol. 11, pp. 314-318
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amongst them until the Day of Rising?

The Path of Ablw'l-Sunnah N

The path of Ablu’l-Sunnah wa'l-Jami‘ab is to follow the footsteps
of the Prophet (#£) inwardly and outwardly, it is to follow the way
of the forerunners: the Mubajirin and the Ansar, and it is to follow
the Prophet’s legacy when he said,

“Hold fast to my Sunnah and the sunnah of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs after me. Hold fast to it with the molar
teeth. Beware of newly invented matters because every

innovation is misguidance.”?

2 The author, a/-Furqan, says, ‘Hence the pious, God-fearing Awlya’ of Allah are
those who follow Muhammad (), doing what he ordered and refraining from
what he warned against. They follow him in that which He told them that they
should follow him in and, as a result, He aids them with His Angels and a spitit from
Him. Allah places His light in their hearts and honours them with miracles. The
miracles of the choicest of these Aw/jya’ are performed for the benefit of the religion
or to fulfil the needs of the Muslims just as the miracles of their Prophet (4g) were
performed for this end. The miracles of the .4w/ys’ are only attained due to the
blessing that lies in following His Messenger; hence, in reality, they are included
amongst the miracles of the Messenger ().’

He says later on in the same chapter, ‘It is necessary to know that these miracles
could well occur in accordance to the need of a petson, so if someone is weak of
faith or is in need of these mitacles, he is given that which would strengthen his faith
and fulfil his need. Itis possible that a person who has greater allegiance and love of
Allah not require this, and so the same type of miracles would not occur fot him.
This is due to his lofty ranking and not due to some deficiency in his allegiance and
love of Allah. Itis for this reason that such miracles occurted more frequently for the
Successors than they did for the Companions.”

20 Ahmad #17142-17144-17155 and Tirmidhi #2676 on the authority of ‘Irbad
ibn al-Sariyah.

Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih and Hakim #329 said it was sahih with Dhahabi
agreeing.
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- They know that the most truthful wotds ate the words of Allah
and that the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (§&). They
give preference to the speech of Allah over the speech of all the

different groups of people, and they give precedence to the guid-
- ance of Muhammad () over the guidance of everyone else. It is -
because of this that they are called Abiw’l-Sunnah*' They are called
Ablu’l-Jamd‘ah because the word Jamd‘ah here refers to unifying, the
opposite of which is splitting. This holds true even though the
term Jamd‘ah has become the actual name of the people themselves
who have united together. The third fundament is consensus
(4jma’) which is relied on in matters concerning knowledge and reli-
~ gion.

They use these three fundaments to judge everything that people
do of speech and deeds, both inward and outward, which is con-
nected to the religion. The consensus that can be accurately ascer-
tained is that which the Righteous Salaf were upon for after them,
differences increased and the nation spread.

Unity and Manners

In addition to these fundaments, they enjoin the good and pro-
hibit the evil as requited by the Divine Law. They believe in per-
forming Hajj and Jihad, they attend Friday prayets and Id prayers

21 The author, Majmi Fatawi, vol. 3, pg. 347, said that they were called Abi'F-Sunnab
because, “They do not have anyone that they follow, i.e. follow rigidly and
unswervingly, save the Messenger of Allzh (#8). They have the most knowledge of
his statements and his conditions. They ate the most stringent in discerning the
weak from the authentic. Theit Imams have deep undetstanding of them and they
fully understand their meanings. They closely follow them in terms of believing
them, following them and loving them. They show allegiance to those who show
allegiance to (his words and states) and enmity to those who oppose them...’
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with the leaders; be they pious or wicked. They preserve and up-
-keep the congregational prayers and they believe it part of their
religion to sincerely advise the nation. They believe in the meaning

imparted by his ($g) sayings,

“A believer to another believer is like a building, one
part of it supports the other,” and he interlaced his fin-
gers.”

“The example of the believers in their mutual love, mercy,
and affection is like the body: if one limb is pained, the
whole body complains of fever and sleeplessness.”?

They enjoin to patience at times of calamity, gratitude at times of
ease, and contentment at the vicissitudes of decree.

They call to fine conduct (akhlag) and good deeds, and they be-
lieve in the import of his (%) saying,

“The most complete believer with respect to faith is the
one with the finest conduct.”?*

2 Bukhati #481-2446-6026 and Muslim #2585 on the authority of Abi Miisa.

%5 Muslim #2586 on the authority of al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir. »

Ahmad #22877 records on the authority of Sahl ibn Sa‘d that the Prophet (4g)
said, “The believer, with respect to the people of faith, is like the head with respect
to the body. The believer is pained (at what harms) the people of faith just as the
body is pained at what (harms) the head.”

 Ahmad #7402-8822-10066-10106-10817 and Tirmidhi #1162 on the authority
of Abii Hurayrah.
Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih and it was declared sahth by ibn Hibban #479-
4176 and Hakim #2 with Dhahabi agreeing.
Tirmidhi #2612 tecotds on the authority of ‘A’ishah that the Messenger of Allah
* (#) said, “Amongst the believers having the most complete faith are those who
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They urge people to join the ties of kinship with those who have
severed them with you, to give to those who have deprived you, .
and to overlook the faults of those who have been unjust to you.
‘'They order people to keep duty to their parents, to maintain the
ties of kinship, to be good neighbors, to treat the orphans, the poor
and the wayfarers well, and to be gentle to slaves.

They prohibit boasting, ostentation, transgression, and being
haughty and domineering over people, with due right or without
due right. They enjoin towards refined manners and prohibit coarse
manners.

In all that they do of this and anything else, they follow ﬂmr‘éin
the Book and the Sunnah; and their path is the religion of Islam
which Allah sent Muhammad () with.

Now, because the Prophet () informed us that his nation would
split into seventy-three sects, all of them in the Fire save one which
was the Jama‘ab, and in another hadith he said, “They are those who

have the finest conduct and are gentlest with their families.” He said that it was a
hasan hadith.

Abii Ya'la #4151 recotds on the authority of Anas that the Messenger of Allih
(@8) said, “The most complete person with respect to faith is the one with the
finest conduct. Fine conduct raises one to the level of (those) fasting and
praying” | | -

Bayhagqf, Shu'ab #7984 records on the authotity of Abii Said that the Messenger
of Allah () said, “The most complete believer with respect to faith is the one with
the finest conduct, one who is gentle and easy going with others, one who engen-
‘dets companionship and is befriended, for the one who tries to engender compan-
ionship and is scoffed is not from us.”

The hadith is mutawitit. cf. SuyGti, a~Aghar al-Mutanathirah #10, and Ghumati,
Ittipaf Dhan?L-Fadd'i#14
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follow what I and my Companions are upon today,”** those who
follow Islam in its pristine purity, free of blemish, are Ablu'l-Sunnah
wa’l-Jama‘ab. This includes the sincetely truthful, the mattyrs and
the righteous; amongst these are the great signposts of guidance,
the lanterns illuminating darkness, posseséing virtues and merits
that have been related to us; and amongst these are the abdi#*® and
the Imams of the religion to whose guidance®’ the Muslims have
unanimously agreed. They are the aided group about whom the
Prophet (&) said, :

“There will never cease to be a group of my nation who
are upon the truth; those who oppose them will not
harm them, nor those who betray them, until the Hour

25 Tirmidhi #2641 on the authority of ‘Abdullzh ibn ‘Amr.
Tirmidhi declared it hasan and al-Triqi, a-Mughni #3240 declared its isnad jayyid.
- The same wording is also tecorded by Tabarani, a+Saghir#150 on the authority of
Anas. Refer to Sakhawi, Magadid al-Hasanah #340 for further documentation of the
hadith. :

Khattabi, Ma'alim al-Sunan, vol. 4, p. 295, said, “This hadith proves thatall the sects
mentioned therein fall within the fold of Islim because the Prophet, peace and
blessing be upon him, stated that they were all from his nation. The hadith also
proves that the one who mistakenly makes a wrong interpretation is not taken
outside the fold of Islam.’

¢ _Abdal, the plural of badl: the Substitutes. The author, Minbdgj al-Sunnah,vol. 1, pg.

94 said, “Thhis was a term used by some of the Salaf and a da‘if hadith concerning
them has'been reported from the Prophet (§8).” Heé said, Majmsi Fatawa, vol. 11, pp.

441-442, “Those who used the term bad/, explained it in vatious ways: they are the-
substitutes of the Prophets; or each time one of them dies, Allah, Most High,

replaces him with another; ot they are those who have substituted any evil conduct,

deed or belief they have with good.”

27 ‘Alawi Saqqaf in his critical notes to the Wasitiyyab states that these words are
found in the manuscript but not the printed edition.
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is established.””?*

28 Bukhati #3640-7311 and Muslim #1921 on the authority of al-Mughirah.

The hadith is also recorded on the authority of Thawban by Muslim #1920; Aba
Hurayrah by Ahmad #8484-8930; Zayd ibn al-Arqam by Ahmad #19290; Mu‘awiyah
by Ahmad #16881-16912; and ‘Umar by Tabarani, a/Kabirand al-Saghir.

Similar ahadith ate also recorded on the authority of:

Mu@wiyah by Bukhirti #3641 with the wotds, “There will always be a group
amongst my nation standing firm upon the command of Allah...”; ‘

Mu‘awiyah by Muslim #1037 with the words, “There will always be a group of the
Muslims fighting for the truth, manifest over those who resist them until the Day of
Judgement”; ‘

The same wordmg is recotrded on the authorlty of ‘Imran ibn Husayn by Aba
Dawid #2484 at the conclusion of which are the words, “...until the last of them
fight the Masih ad-Dajjal’;

‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir by Muslim #1924 with the words, “There will always bea group
of my nation fighting in the Way of Allah vanquishing their enemy, not being
hatrmed by those who oppose them...’

Jabir ibn Samurah by Muslim #1922 w1th words, “This religion will always remain
firm, a group of Muslims will fight for its sake until the Day of Judgement”;

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah by Muslim #1923 with the words, “There will always be a
group of people of my nation fighting in the way of truth, manifest until the Day of
Judgement”;

Sa‘dibn Abi Waqqas by Muslim #1925 with the words, “The people of the west
will remain manifest upon the truth until the Day of Judgement™;

Abii - Hurayrah by Ahmad #8274 with the words, “There will always be, in thxs
‘matter, a group of people upon the truth not being harmed by the opposition of
those who oppose, until the command of Allah comes™; \

Abii Hurayrah by Abit Nu‘aym, vol. 9, p. 307, with the words, “There will always
be a group of my nation standing firm upon the command of Allah, Mighty and
Magnificent. They are not harmed by those who oppose them and they fight their
enemies, each time one war is over they move to the next: Allah causes the hearts of
a people to deviate such that they can be nourished by them, until the Day of
Judgement... they will be from Sham,” the isnad is sahih;

A similar wording is recotded on the authotity of Salamah ibn Nufayl by Ahmad
#16965;

Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah by Tirmidhi #2192 commencing with the words, “When
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We ask Allah to make us part of them, that he not deviate our
heatts after having guided us, and that He grant us mercy from Him-
self for He is the Ever-Giving.”

May Allah send abundant
peace and blessings on
Muhammad, his Family and
his Companions.

the people of Shaim become corrupt, there will be no good left in you...”;
Abii ‘Inabah al-Khawlani by ibn Majah #8 with the words, “Allah will never cease
" to plant [a people] in this religion, employing them in his obedience”;

Abt Hurayrah by Abu Ya‘la #6417 with the words, “There will always be a group
of my nation fighting at the doors of Damascus and around it, at the doors of Bayt
al-Maqdis and around it, they are not harmed by those who forsake them and they
remain manifest upon the truth until the Day of Judgement,” the isnad is da‘if;

Abt Umamah by Ahmad #22320 with the wording, “Thete will not cease to be a
group manifest upon the religion, victorious against their enemy. They will not be
harmed by those who oppose them except what they meet of hardship, until the
command of Allah comes and they are in that state.” When asked whete they were,
he replied, “Bayt al-Maqdis and around it.” The hadith is sahih with the exception
of the portion about Bayt al-Maqdis. The pottion about Bayt al-Maqdis is also
recorded on the authority of Murrah al-Bahza by Tabarani, a/-Kabir with a da'if

_isnad. :

Suytt, akAzbar al-Mutanathirab #132 ruled the hadith mutawatir, adding that the
hadith is also recorded on the authority of Shurhabil ibn al-Samt, Qurrah ibn Khalid,
Qutrah ibn Iyas, and Nu‘man ibn Bashir. ;

A large group of the Salaf explained this group to refer to the Ahlw’l-Hadith, cf.
Albani, al-Sapibah #207.

Refer also to Haythami, vol. 7, p. 287, and Albani, a/-Sapihah #404-1108-1955-
1962-1971.

29 cf. Al Imran (3): 8
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INDEX OF SECTS

AHLU’L-KALAM: Adherents to speculative theology, people seek-
ing to explain the articles and premises of belief and to give
evidences for them based on philosophy and logic.

BATINIYYAH: A sect of the Shi‘a, the followers of Ismal ibn
Ja‘far. They wete of the belief that the legal texts wete metely
superficial expressions carrying inner meanings that oppose what
is outwardly understood of them, examples lie with their expla-
nations of Paradise, Hell and the Last Day.

HASHWIYYAH: A term frequently used by the innovators to re-
fer to Ahlw’l-Sunnah, the Ahl’l-Hadith, those who affirmed the
Attributes of Allah. The first to use this term was ‘Amr ibn
‘Ubaid al-Mu'tazili who said that ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-
Khattab was a Hashwi.

JABARIYYAH: Followers of the school of Jahm ibn Safwan in his
belief that all actions are decreed by Allah and man has no con-
trol over them at all, instead he is forced to do what he does.

JAHMIYYAH: Followers of Jahm ibn Safwian in his denial of the
Names and Attributes of Allah.
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KARRAMIYYAH: Followers of Muhammad ibn Karram (d. 255H),
they divided into many sub-sects and were famous for their .
likening of Allah to His creation (tashbib).

MUTAKALLIMUN: Speculative Theologians, adherents to &alam.

MU‘TAZILA: Followers of Wasil ibn ‘At2’ al-Ghazzal who aban-
doned the circles of Hasan al-Basti. They negated the Attributes
of Allah for fear of likening Him to His creation, yet affirmed
His Names. From amongst their beliefs was that a person who
committed a major sin was neither a believer nor a disbeliever,

~ rather of a station between the two stations, but he would be
consigned to Hellfire forever. They were from the rank and file
of the Mutakallimiin and gave precedence to their intellects
over the divine texts.

QADARIYYAH: Those who held the belief that man has complete
free will in all that he does and that Allah has no control over
him.

QARAMITA: A sect holding the same belief as the Batiniyyah and
followers of Mayman ibn Daysan.

FALASIFA: Those philosophers who promoted the ‘wisdom’ of
the Greeks, the Greek philosophers who did not believe in the
Resutrection as it is mentioned in the Book and Sunnah, nor

~ did they affirm the Names and Attributes of Allah. From amongst
their leaders was Atistotle, the student of Plato and from amongst
their latter proponents was al-Farabi and ibn Sina.
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INDEX TO QUR’ANIC QUOTATIONS

“Allah has heard the words of the woman who”
“Allah has heard the wotds of those who say,”
“Allah has no son and there is no other god...
“Allah is He who created the heavens and...
“Allah is He who raised the heavens.... ’

“Allah is pleased with them.”

“Allzh is the Best of Guardians,”

“Allah is with those who ward off evil”

“Allah loves those who fight in His Way in”

“Allah loves those who turn back from wrongdoing”

“Allzh raised him up to Himself.”

“Allah spoke directly to Miisa.”

“..Allah spoke directly to some of them.”

“Allah, there is none worthy of Worshlp save Hlm
“Allah will make...”

“Allah will bring forward a people”

“All good words rise to Him”

“All livestock animals are lawful for you,

“All things are passing except His face.”

“And do good: Allzh loves those who do good.”
“..and be even-handed; Allah loves those”

“And whose speech can be truer than Allah’s?”
“among His Signs is that heaven and earth hold...”
“As long as they are straight with you, ”
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“Be patient for Allah is the patient.”

“Blessed be the Name of your Lotd,”

“Blessed is He who has sent down the Criterion”

“But Allah was adverse to their setting out”

“But all might belongs to Allah and to His ”

“But if someone is absolved by his brother, ”

“...but the face of your Lord will remain,

“Certainly this Qur'an narrates to the Children of Israel”
“..desiring to alter Allah’s words. Say, ‘You” '
“Did you not know that Allah knows everything in”
“Does he not know that Allah sees?”

“Do not be despondent, Allah is with us.”

“Do not, then, knowingly make others equal to Allah.”
“Do not try to make metaphors for Allah.”

“Do you feel secure against Him who is in heaven...
“Everything in the heavens and everything”

“Faces that Day will be radiant, gazing at their Lord.”
“Glotified be your Lotd, the Lotd of Might, ”
“He-does not command indecency”

“He does not love corruption.”

“He does not love the disbelievers™

“He knows what goes into the earth”

“He is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

“He is Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving,”

“He is Most Metciful to the believers.”

“He is the First and the Last, the Outwatd...

“He is inexorable in His power!”

“He is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing,”

“He said, By Your might, I will mislead all of them...”
“He sees you when you stand up to pray and...

“He who holds back the heaven, preventing,..

“His Footstool encompasses the heavens and the earth t
“How excellent is what Allzh exhorts you to do! ”

“How often a small force has triumphed over” _
“Iblis, what prevented you prostrating to what I created”
“If Allah had willed, those who came after them”
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Index: to Qur'anic Quotations

“If any of the polytheists ask you for protection,

- “If My slaves ask you about Me, I am near. I answer the call”

“If two parties of the believers fight,

“If We had sent down this Qur’an onto a mountain,”
“If We replace one verse for another...

“In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,”

“I showered you with love from Me so that you.”

“is He pleased that his servants disbelieve,”

“is not pleased with the transgressors.”

“It is deeply abhorrent to Alldh that you should say...”
“It is He who created the heavens and...”

“It is He who created the heavens.... :

“It is He who created the heavens and the earth in six days,
“I will be with you, All-Hearing and All-Seeing.”

“keeps‘a firm hold on the heavens and earth,

“My mercy extends to all things.”

“No female becomes pregnant or gives birth...

“No indeed! When the earth is crushed and ground...
“Nothing is like Him; and He is All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

“Nothing occurs, either in the earth or in yourselves,
“...on couches, gazing in wonder.”

“On the Day He will summon them, He will say,

“On the Day when He summons them, He will say,

- “Or do they imagine that We do not hear their secrets....
“Our Lord, You encompass everything in mercy...
“Pharaoh said, ‘O Hamain, build me a tower...

“Put your trust in the Living who does not die.”
“Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book...
“Say, ‘Act, for Allah will see your actions, and so will”
“Say He is Allah, the One. Allah, the Everlasting,..
“Say, If you love Allah, then follow me™

“Say, ‘My Lord has forbidden indecency, both open...
“Say, ‘Praise be to Allih who has had no son,

“Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them...
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“...s0 that you might know that Allah”

“So they hatched a plot and We hatched a plot™
“So wait patiently for the judgment of your Lord”
“That is because they followed what angers Allzh, ”
“This is a Book We have sent down and blessed...”
“The All-Knowing and All-Aware...”

“The All-Metciful who has risen over the Throne.”

“The believers are those whose hearts tremble...

“...the day when the heaven is split apart in clouds,”
“Their Lord called out to them, ‘Did not forbid...
“The Jews say, ‘Allah’s hand is chained.”

“The keys of the Unseen are in His possessmn

“Then He rose over the Throne, the All-Metciful.”
“Then when they had provoked Our wrath, We took...
“Therefore, worship you Him and persevere in His....
“There is none compérable to Him... :

“They are hatching a plot and I too am hatching a plot.”
“They plotted and Allah plotted, but Allah is the best...
“They should rather pardon and ovetlook. Would you...
“They will have there everything they desire; and...

“The words of your Lord are perfect in truthfulness....
“Those who do good will have the best and more.”
“Those who have come after them say, ‘Our Lord...
“There is none who is comparable to Him.

“Those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful.
“those who do good, and those who are just.

“...to whoever among you wishes to go straight.”
“Three men cannot confer together secretly without Him...
“Truly Allah, He is the Provider, the Possessor of...

“We bore him on a planked and well-caulked ship,

“We called out to him from the right side of...

“We have fastened the destiny of every man about his neck...

“What are they waiting for but for Allzh to come to them”
“What ate they waiting for but for the angels to come”
“When Allah desites to guide someone, '
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Indexc to Qur'anic Quotations

“When Allah said, ‘O Tsa, I will take you back ”

“When Allah says, ‘O ‘s, son of Maryl..”

“..when a group of them heard Allah’s word and then,
“When Masa came to Our appointed time and his Lord.
“When your Lord called out to Miisa, ‘Go to the...
“Whether you reveal a good act or keep it hidden,
“Whoever kills a' believer deliberately, his reward is Hell,
“Whose speech can be truer than Allah’s?”

“Why, when you entered your garden, did you not say,
“Your Lord has made mercy incumbent on Himself.”

Your Lord is Allah who created the heavens and the earth...

...you should liberate a believing slave.
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INDEX TO AHADITH QUOTATIONS

A believer to another believer is like a building, one part of

Allih chose Kinanah from amongst the descendants of Isma'il,

Allih langhs at two men, both of whom kill each other, yet

(Allah), Most High, says, ‘O Adam!” Adam will reply, ‘Fere I am,
Allih shows more joy at the repentance of His believing and penitent
Do not abuse my companions for by the One in whose hand is my soul,
Do whatever you wish for I have forgiven you. ‘

Do you not trust me when I am trusted by Him who is above the heaven?
Every night, when the last third of the night remains, our Lord,

Hold fast to my Sunnabh and the sunnah of the Rightly Guided Caliphs
Its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than honey, and its goblets

. Mankind, naked, barefooted, and uncircumcised, will rise

O Allih! Lord of the seven heavens and the earth, Lord of the great...
(On the Day of Judgment), people will be thrown into Fell

Our Lord, Allih, who is above the heaven, may Your name be sanctified.

Our Lord is amaged at the despairing of His servants (at some barm) -
People, be easy on yourselves for you are not calling One who is deaf or
The adulterer, when committing adultery, is not a believer.

The best of this nation, after its Prophet, are Absi Bakr then ‘Umar.
The best (quality) of faith is that you know that Allah is with you

The excample of the believers in their mutual love, mercy,

The exccellence of A’ighab over women is like the excellence of al-tharid
“The first thing Allah created was the Pen and He said to it, ‘Write!
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Index to Abadith Quotations

The most complete believer with respect to faith is the one pl11
“The One you are invoking is closer to one of you than the neck... p80
The sun will come close to them and they will be bridled in sweat. p83
The Throne is above the water, and Allab is above the Throne; p73
There is not a single person amongst you except that his Lord p72
There will never cease to be a group of my nation who are upon the truth ~ p113
They are those who follow what I and my companions are upon today p105 .
When any one of you stands for prayer, he must not spit in front of him  p73
Where is Allah?” She answered, “Above the heaven.” He asked, p73
Who is your Lord? What is your religion? Who is your Prophet? p82.

You will see your Lord like you see the moon on a night when it is full, p74
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

The Companions

‘A’ISHAH: bint Abii Bakr as-Siddig, the Mother of the Believers and
_most beloved wife of the Prophet (#8). She reported many ahadith from

the Prophet and many Companions and Successors reported from her.
She died in the year 58H.

‘ABDULLAH BIN ‘ABBAS: bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim bin ‘Abd
- Munaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi, the cousin of the Prophet () and the
interpreter of the Qur’an. He was botn thtee years before the Fjjrah and
was called the ‘Ocean of knowledge’ due to his vast knowledge. He took
part in the Jibad in North Africa in the year 27H and died in the year
68H.

‘ABDULLAH BIN ‘AMR: bin al-‘As bin W2'il bin Hashim bin Su‘ayd
bin Sa‘d bin Sahm as-Sahmi. He and his father were Companions. He
was literate and attained permission from the Prophet (#8) to write eve- -

rything he said. He died in the year 65H.
‘ABDULLAH ABU JABIR: bin ‘Amr bin Hazzam bin Thalabah al-Ansari
‘al-Khazraji as-Sulami, amongst those who gave the pledge of ‘Ugbah. He

witnessed Badr and was martyred at Upnd..

‘ABDULLAH BIN MASUD: bin Ghifil bin Habib al-Hadhli Aba
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Biographical Notes

‘Abdur-Rahman. One of the scholars amongst the Companions and he
witnessed Badr and the following battles. He had many virtues and died -
in the year 32H. '

‘ABDULLAH BIN ‘UMAR: bin al-Khattab al-‘Adawi, Abi ‘Abdu-
Rahman, the noble Companion and scholar. He reported many ahadith
from the Messenger (#) and died in the year 73H.

‘ABDUR-RAHMAN BIN AUF: bin Awf bin Abd Awf bin al-Hatith al-
Qurashi az-Zuhti, Aba Muhammad, one of the ten promised Paradise.
He migrated to Abysinnia on both occasions and witnessed every battle
with the Prophet (#£). He was very rich and very generous when giving
in the Way of Allah. He died in the year 32H.

ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ: ‘Abdullah bin ‘Uthman bin Amir al-Qurashi.
The first Khalifah of the Messenger (#), his companion in the cave, his
closest friend and one of the ten promised Paradise. He was the first
man to accept Islam and died in the year 13H.

ABU AD-DARDA’: Uwaymir bin Malik bin Zayd bin Qays al-Khazraji
al-Ansari. There is a difference of opinion concerning his name. He
accepted Islam on the day of Badr and witnessed Upud. He was from the
Legal Jurists and ascetics of the Companions. He died in the year 32H.

ABU DHARR AL-GHIFARI: Jundub bin Junadah bin Sakn, he was of
+ those who accepted Islam early on but delayed his migration and hence
did not witness Badr. His virtues are many and he died in the year 32H.

ABU HURAYRAH: ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Sakhr ad-Dusi. His name is
greatly differed over. He accepted Islam in the year 7H and reported the
most hadith from the Prophet (@%). He died in the year 59H.

ABU MUSA AL-ASH‘ARI: ‘Abdulldh bin Qays bin Salim. He had a

beautiful recitation and was one of the scholars amongst the Compan-
ions. He died in the year 42H or 44H.
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'ABU SA‘ID AL-KHUDRI: Sa‘d bin Malik bin Sinan bin ‘Ubaid al-Ansari

al-Khazraji. He and his father were both Companions and he witnessed
all the battles that followed Upud. He was one of the scholars amongst
the Companions and reported many ahadith from the Messenger (8).
He died in the year 74H.

ABU ‘UBAIDAH BIN AL-JARRAH: ‘Amir bin ‘Abdullah bin al-Jarrdh
bin Hilal al-Qurashi al-Fahri, one of the ten promised Paradise. He ac-
cepted Islam early on and witnessed the battle of Badr and the following
battles. He is the trustworthy one of this nation and died as a martyr due
to a plague in the year 18H at the age of fifty-eight.

‘ALI BIN ABI TALIB: bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim al-Qurashi al-
Hashimi, the fourth Rightly Guided Khaljfah and one of ten promised
Paradise. He accepted Islim at the age of thirteen and was famous for
his chivalty, bravery and knowledge. He married Fatimah, the daughter
of the Prophet (@8 and was martyred in the year 40H.

ANAS BIN MALIK: bin an-Nadar bin Damdam al-Ansari al-Khazraji,
the servant of the Messenger (#8). He witnessed Badr but was not of age
to actuaﬂy participate. He died in the year 93H.

AL-BARA'A BIN MALIK: bin an-Nadr al-Angasi. He witnessed Ubd
and gave the pledge of allegiance under the tree. He was martyred in the
year 20H on the Day of Fustor. .

JABIR BIN ‘ABDULLAH: bin ‘Amr bin Harrim al-Ansari as-Sulami,
he witnessed the second pledge at ‘Ugbab while he was still a child. It is
said that he witnessed Badr and Upud and he reported many almdzz‘/y from
the Messenger (). He died in the year 74H.

KHUBAIB BIN ‘ADI: bin Malik bin ‘Amir al-Awst al-Ansard. He wit-
nessed Badr and was martyred during the lifetime of the Prophet (#8)
when he was captured by the polytheists in Mecca.

MU‘ADH BIN JABAL: bin ‘Amr bin Aws al-Ansari al-Khazraji, Aba
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DBiographical Notes

‘Abdur-Rahman, one of the foremost Companions known for his knowl-
edge of legal rulings and the Qur'an. He was present at the pledge of
‘Ugbak and witnessed Badr and the following battles and was martyred
due to a plague in the year 17H or 18H.

MU‘AWIYAH: bin Aba Sufyan bin Sakhr bin Harb bin Umayyah bin
‘Abd Shams al-Qurashi al-Amawi. He accepted Islam in the year of the
Conquest and witnessed Hunain and al-Yamamah. He was one of the
scribes who would wtite the revelation and died in the year 60H.

SA‘D BIN ABI WAQQAS: Sa‘d bin Malik bin Ahib bin ‘Abd Munaf al-
Qurashi az-Zuhrti Abii Ishiq bin Abi Waqqas. One of the ten who were
promised Paradise and one whose supplications were answered. He was
the last of the ten to pass away in the year 55H.

‘UMAR BIN AL-KHATTAB: Abti Hafs ‘Umat bin al-Khattab bin Nufayl
al-Qurashi al-‘Adawi, the second Rightly Guided Kha/ifah and one of the
ten promised Paradise. He accepted Islam five years before the Fijrah
and his acceptance was a great victory for the Muslims. He witnessed .
every battle that the Prophet (&) witnessed. He was martyred in the year
23H. : ;

‘UTHMAN BIN ‘AFFAN: Dbu an-Nurayn ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan bin Aba
al-‘As bin Umayyah al-Qurashi al-Amawi, the third Rightly Guided Khalifub
and one of the ten promised Paradise. He was known for his generosity
and freely giving in the Way of Allzh. He was married to two daughters
of the Prophet (#8), Ruqayyah and after her death, Umm Kultham. He
was martyred in the year 35H.

AZ-ZUBAIR: bin al-Awam bin Khuwaylid bin Asad al-Qurashi al-Asadi,
Abt ‘Abdullsh. He migrated to Abysinnia on both the migrations there
and accompanied the Messenger on all his military expeditions. He was
one of the ten promised Paradise and died in the year 36H.
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Others

AL-AWZAT: ‘Abdur-Rahmin bin ‘Amr bin Muhammad, Aba ‘Amr,
one of the great scholars of his time. He was well versed in hadith, figh
and the military expeditions undertaken by the Prophet (#). The Mus-
lims have agreed as to his excellence and being an Imam. His figh domi-
nated Spain for a time and he died in the year 158H.

ABU DAWUD: Sulaymin bin al-Ash‘ath bin Ishiq bin Bashir, Aba
Dawud as-Sijistani, the mam, Hafig and author of the famous Sunan. He
died in the year 275H.

AHMAD: bin Muhammad bin Hanbal bin Hilal ash-Shaybani, Aba
‘Abdullah, the Imam of the Sunnah and author of the famous Musnad. He
was- known for his knowledge of hadith, figh, and his tagwa and asceti-
cism. He died in the year 241H.

AL-BAYHAQI: Ahmad bin al-Husayn bin ‘Ali bin ‘Abdullah bin Miisa,
Abt Bakr al-Bayhaqi al-Naysabuti al-Khusrawjirdi al-Shafi'i. The Zmam,
Hafiz, ascetic and one of the main proponents of the al-Shafi‘i school.
He studied under a host of the leading scholars of his time and a large
group took from him. His works are marked by their meticulousness

and reliability, amongst them are: as-Sunan al-Kubra, Ma'rifab as-Sunan wal
Athar, al-Asma’was Sifat, al-I'tiqad, Dala’il an-INubuwwah and Shu‘ab al-Iman.

AL-BAZZAR, AHMAD BIN ‘AMR: Abi Bakr, Ahmad bin ‘Amr bin
‘Abdul-Khiliq Al-Basti was one of the eminent and learned Hadith schol-
ars who had attained the rank of Hifiz in the memorization of Hadith.
He authored two books on Hadith which ate Al-Musnad Al-Kabir and Al-
"llal. He studied under At-Tabarani and others. Al-Bazzar died in 292 H.

BUKHARI: Muhammad bin Isma‘l bin Ibrahim bin al-Mughirah, Abd
‘Abdullah. He was born in the year 194H and became one of the Imams
of hadith and was nicknamed ‘The Leader of the Believers in Hadith.’
He died in the year 256H.
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AD-DAHHAK: bin Muzahim al-Hilali, Abd al-Qasim al-Khurasani, the
Imam of tafsir. He was trustworthy and precise and a student of Sa‘id bin
Jubair. He died in the year 105H.

IBN HIBBAN: Aba Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Tamimi al-Busti,
the Hafiz, Mujtabid and author of the famous Sapih ibn Hibban. He died in
the year 354H.

IBN KATHIR: Imad al-Din Ibn Kathir, was a scholats of zafsir, lan-
‘ guage, history and jadith. He was born in Jandal in a province of Basrah
and then moved to Damasus where he died. His works works include
the famous commentary of the Qur'an, entitled 7afsir al-Quran al-‘Azim.

MUSLIM: bin al-Hajjaj bin Muslim al-Qushayri, Abi al-Husain an-
Naisabiiri, the Hafig and one of the great Jmams of this nation. He is the
author of the Sahih which is the most authentic book of hadith after
Bukhird. He died in the year 261H.

AN-NASA4T: Aba ‘Abdur-Rahmin Ahmad bin Shu‘ayb bin ‘Ali al-
Khurasani The author of the famous Sunan, the mujapid and Haf % He
was known for his strictness in grading hadith narrators.

SHAYTAN: Also called /b/is. He is a Jinn and the enemy of mankind,
devoted to leading them astray in any way that he can. The wotd Shaytan
is derived from the vetb shatana which means to be distant, and indeed
Shaytan is distant from all good.

AT-TIRMIDHI: Muhammad bin ‘Tsi bin Sawrah bin Misa bin ad-
Dahhak as-Sulami at-Tirmidhi, the fwam, Hafiz and the author of the

. famous Sunan. He was trustworthy and precise and one of the students
of Bukhiti. He died in the year 279H.
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AWLIYA’: plural of wali; friend, ally, loyal companion. From the word
wildyah meaning loyalty and closeness, the opposite of enmity.

‘AYY: withholding the tongue from speaking, carefully considering each
word before it is said:

BARZAKH: batrrier, isthmus, A barrier that is erected between the de-

ceased and this life preventing him from returning and 2 genetic

reference to the life that commences after death.

BID‘AH: innovation, that which is newly introduced into the religion of
Allab.

DAF: weak; the hadith that is neither sahih nor hasan because it fails to
meet one of their requirements. It is of varying degrees of seventy,
the most severe of which being maudd’, fabricated.

DHIKR: remembrance, recollection, technically referring the remem-
brance of Allzh. '
DU‘A: supplication, invocation, it is an action of worship that may only
be directed to Allah. It is of two types, supplication through worship
(du'a ‘Gbadab) and supplication of request (du'd masalah). The first type
of du'd can be understood when one understands that every act of
worship is done with the unstated plea that Allah accept that action
of worship and the desite to draw closer to him; and hence attain
His pleasure. Hence every action of worship is a type of request to
Allah. The second type of du‘ is whereby one explicitly asks his
Lord of something such as ‘O Allah! Grant me good in this world
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and the Hereafter.” The second type includes the first type and the
first type necessitates the second type.

HADITH: A text attributed to the Prophet () describing his actions,
words, descriptions and tacit approvals. It consists of two portions,
the body of the text (matn) and the swad. Rarely the term is also used
to refer to a text attributed to a Companion or a 7abi%.

HAFI1Z: pl. Huflag. Hadith Master, commonly referred to one who has
memotised at least. 100000 hadiths.

HASAN: good, fair. A hadith whose é#4d is continuously linked of just,

- morally upright natrators but whose precision (dabé) falls short of
the requirements of the sahih hadith; containing no irtegulatity (shadh)
and no hidden defect (%/h). A hadith can be hasan in and of itself,
or contain a defect but still be ruled to be so due to supporting
evidences.

THSAN: beneficence, excellence. To worship Allah as if one is seeing
Him, and knowing that even though one sees Him not, He sees the
servant. : :

IKHLAS: sincerity, to strip oneself of worshiping any besides Allah such
that everything one does is performed only to draw closer to Him
and for His pleasure. It is to purify ones actions from any but the
Cteator having a share in them, from any defect or self-desire. The
one who has true ikhlis (mnkhlis) will be free of ryd.

ILM: knowledge.

IMAN: The firm belief, complete acknowledgement and acceptance of
all that Allah and His Messenger have commanded to have faith in,
submitting to it both inwardly and outwardly. It is the acceptance
and belief of the heart that includes the actions of the heart and
_body, therefore it encompasses the establishment of the whole religion.
This is why the Imams and Salaf used to say, ‘Faith is the statement
of the heart and tongue, action of the heatt, tongue and limbs.”
Hence it comprises statement, action and belief, it increases through
obedience and decreases through disobedience. It includes the beliefs
of faith, its morals and manners and the actions demanded by it.

" ISLAM: submission, submitting to the will of Allah through following
His law as revealed upon the tongue of the Messenger ().
ISNAD: support. The chain of authorities on which a narration is based,
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linking the end narrator of ‘a narration to the one it is attributed to,
be it the Prophet (#£) or anyone else, narrator by narrator.

ITTIBA®: following, technically referting to following the Sunnah of the
Prophet ().

JAHILIYYAH: Pre-Islamic Ignorance. Technically this refers to the con-
dition of a people before the guidance of Allah reaches them, or the
state of a people that prevents them from accepting the guidance of
Allzh.

JAHL: ignorance.

KALAM: speech, discourse. Technically used to refer to dialectics and |

scholastic theology.

KHALAF: successors. A reference to those who followed a path other
than the path of the Salaf.

KHALIFAH: pl. &bulaf#’. Successot, representative. The Successors of
the Prophet (), head of the Islamic state. Also called Awmir al-Mu'‘minin
or Leader of the Believers.

KHUSHU® submissiveness, humility.

KUFR: denial, rejection, hiding, technically referring to disbelief. It can
be major (removing a person from the fold of Islim) or minor (not
removing a person from the fold of Islam).

MURAQABAH: self-inspection. The servant having the sure knowledge
that Allah sees him in all circumstances and knows all that he is do-

" ing, as such the he does his utmost not to fall into the prohibited
matters and to correct his own failings.

MURSAL: disconnected. A hadith whereby a 726/7 natrates directly from

~ the Prophet () without mentioning the Companion. In the view
of the majotity of Scholats it is a sub- -category of daff.

QADR: Divine Decree and Destiny.

QUR’AN: The actual Word of Allah revealed to the Prophet (%) in the
Arabic language through the medium of the Angel Gabriel and the
greatest miracle bestowed him. It consists of 114 chapters commencing
with al-Fatihah and ending with an-Nas. :

RIYA’: showing off, ostentation, an example of which lies in person’
beautifying actions of worship because he knows people are watch-
ing.

RUQYA: recitation used to cure an illness or disease. It can only be done
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in the Arabic tongue, in words whose meaning is understood, using
verses of the Qutr’an or supplications of the Prophet combined with
the belief that it is only Allzh who in reality gives the cure.

SABR: patience and steadfastness, the restraint of ones self to that which
is dictated by the divine law. It is of three levels, steadfastness in the
obedience of Allah, steadfastness in avoiding the prohibited matters
and patience at the onset of calamity. J&blis can never be complete
without §idg and sidg can never be complete without 7&blis and the
two can never be complete without szbr. The petson is patient through
Allzh, i.e. seeking His aid Alone; for Allah, i.e. arising out of love for
Him and the desite to draw close to Him; and with Alldh, i.e. doing
only that which He wills.

SAHABAH: The Companions of the Prophet (%), those who saw him,
believed in him and died upon that belief.

SAHIH: correct, authentic. A hadith which has a continuously linked
isnad, of just, morally upright and precise narrators; containing no
irregulatity (shadh) or hidden defect (%/ah). Hence five conditions have
to be met: the Zsuad being continuously linked; the justice (‘ad)) of the
narrator; the precision (dubf) of the narrator; its not being shadh; and
its not containing an %ah. The hadfth can be sahih in and of itself,
or it can contain a defect but still be ruled to be sahih due to support-
ing evidences.

SALAF: predecessors. Technically used to refer to the best generations
of Muslims, the first three generation: the Sapabab, the Tabi%n and
the 7ub* Tibi%n due to-the hadith, “The best of people are my genera-
tion, then the one that follows, then the one that follows.’

SHIRK: association, technically referring to directing a right thatis due to
Alldh Alone to another object of creation, either completely or pat-
tially. It can be major (temoving a person from the fold of Islam) or
minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam).

SUNNAH: way, path. The actions, words, desctiptions, commands, pro-
hibitions and tacit approvals of the Prophet (4&). ‘

TABI‘UN: The generation following that of the Companions.

TAB‘ TABI'UN: The generation following that of the 77#i%n.

TAQWA: the basic meaning of which is setting a bartier between two
things. This is why it is said that one ##agd with his shield, i.e. he set it
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as a batrier between him and the one who wished him evil. There-
fore it is as if the one who has fagwa (muttagi) has used his following
the commands of: Allah and avoiding His prohibitions as a barrier
between himself and the Punishment. Hence he has preserved and
fortified himself against the punishment of Allah through his obey-
ing Him.

TARQ: the practice of divination through drawing lines in the earth or

. equally the practice of throwing gravel onto the ground and divina-
tion by the shapes subsequently formed therein.

TAWHID: unification, monotheism, the belief in the absolute Oneness
of Allah. It is to believe that Allah Alone is the creator, noutisher,
and sustainer of the worlds; it is to believe that Allah Alone deserves
to be worshipped; and it is to believe that He has unique and perfect

. Names and Attributes that far transcend anything that one can im-
agine.

TIYARAH: seeing bad omens in things.

WAHDATU-L-WUJUD: The unity of existence, the heretical belief that -
Allah is everywhere and everything, _

WARA: pious caution, scrupulousness. A mannerism through which the
heatt is purified of all that would sully it and has been excellently
summatised in the saying of the Prophet (), “From the excellence
of ones Islam is his leaving that which does not concern him.” Tt is
to leave all that causes one doubt, all that does not concetn him, to
continuously bting oneself to account and to devote oneself to Allah.
Some of the Salaf said, ‘None attains the reality of fagwa until he
leaves that which is harmless for fear of falling into that which is
harmful.’

YAQIN: certainty. It is to faith (Zman) what the soul is to the body, it is the
soul to the actions of the heart which in turn formulate the souls to

. the actions of the limbs and through it one attains the rank of Siddiq.
From yagin does tawakkul (absolute reliance in Alldh) sprout and
through yagin is all doubt, suspicion and worry dispelled and the
heart filled with love, hope and fear of Allah. Yagin is of three levels,
that which atises from knowledge (% al-yaqin), seeing (‘ain al-yagin)
and actual experience (Hagqq al-yagin).
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