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“Iman is to believe in Allah, His Angels,
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TRANSLATOR’S

Introduction

All praise belongs to Allah alone, we praise Him, seek His aid
and seek His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils
of our souls, and the evils of our actions.

Whoever Allah guides then there is none who can misguide
him and whoever Allah leaves to stray then there is none who
can guide him. I bear witness that none has the right to be wor-
shipped except Allah alone, having no partners. And I bear wit-
ness that Muhammad is the slave and Messenger of Allah

To Proceed:

This is a translation of what was originally a lecture given by
our beloved Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn Baz rahimabullah. The lec-
ture was then transcribed in the form of a book in Arabic and
was entitled a/-‘Agidah as-Sahibah wa ma yudaduha (The Correct
Islamic a/-‘Agidab and that which Opposes it).

After reading the book, I immediately decided to translate it as
I saw a great need for this type of book to be available in the
English language. Itis true that books concerning the Islamic a/
‘Agidah ate available, however I have found that many put across
false concepts, especially in the area of the Names and Attributes
of Allah.
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The Shaykh, rabimahullah, explains the basics of belief that every
Muslim must know adorning it with proofs from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah. Indeed, the Messenger of Allah, sall Allabu ‘alayhi wa

sallam, said, “The seeking of knowledge is compulsory upon every Muslim.”

I have tried to stick to a literal translation departing from this
style where the meaning would be more cleatly explained in an-
other way.

I have also placed a number of quotes from the Sa/af regarding
their understanding of the Names and Attributes of Allah, in the
appendix. Other brothers had already translated these. The rea-
son for including these quotes was due to the fact that in this
age, the Ummah suffers from many deviated ideas and thoughts
with regards to this subject. We find that many people have an
incorrect understanding, and are propagating this understanding, -
such that a large proportion of Muslims are left confused as to
what exactly is the correct position of the Sa/af concerning Allah’s
Names and Attributes. Hence, I thought that such quotes would
leave no room for doubt about the correct understanding, as Shaykh
Ibn Baz has explained in the relevant section.

Finally, I thank all those involved in the production of this
work, and I ask Allah to accept it from me, making it a means for
my sins being forgiven. I ask that He aids me in making this
work sincerely for His Sake, and also make it a source of good-
ness for the Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn Baz rapimahullah.

Abt ‘Abdis-Salam
13 Rajab 1420 AH
23 October 1999 CE
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About the Author '

HIS NAME: ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn ‘Abdillah Ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman Ibn
Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdillah al Baz.

HIS BIRTH: He was born in the year 1330H in the city of Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. He had normal sight in the beginning of his
studies and was then afflicted with an illness in 1346H, which
impaired his eyesight. He later became blind in 1350H when
he was only 20 years old.

SEEKING KNOWLEDGE: He started upon the path of knowl-
edge at a very young age and memorized the Qwur'aan before
puberty. The Shaykh excelled in his knowledge of the vati-
ous branches of Sharibah and the Arabic language and was
then appointed judge. This however, did not stop him from
seeking knowledge until he died. The various offices he had
held did not prevent him from teaching and engaging in re-
search.

HISTEACHERS: |
1. Shaykh Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Latif Ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman Ibn

! Adapted from ‘Words of Advice Regarding Da‘wak’ Published by Al-Hidaayah
Publishing and Distribution.
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Hasan Ibn Shaykh Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhiab,
rabimahullah.

. Shaykh Sa‘ad Ibn Hamad Ibn ‘Atiq (The Chief Judge of

Riyadh).

. Hamad Ibn Faris (Vice Chancellor of the Treasury at Riyadh).
. Shaykh Salih Ibn ‘Abdil-‘Aziz Ibn ‘Abdir-Rahmian Ibn Hasan

Ibn Shaykh Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab (The Chief Judge
of Riyadh).

. Sa‘ad Waqqas al-Bukhari, one of the scholars of Makkah

who he learnt the science of 7zwid from in the year 1355H.

. Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibrihim Ibn ‘Abdil-Latif Al Ash-

Shaykh. The (former) official expounder of law in Saudi Ara-
bia. Shaykh Ibn Baz attended and adhered to his study citcles
for approximately ten years. He learnt all the branches of
the Shari'ah from him from the year 1347H up until 1357H
whereupon his teacher then nominated him for a post in the
judiciary.

HIS VARIOUS POSTS AND POSITIONS HELD:

1.

2.

Judge in al-Kharaj district for a lengthy time, spanning ap-
proximately 14 years from 1357H until 1371H.

Teaching post in Riyadh at a/-Ma'‘had Al-Tlmiin 1372H then
to the college of Shari‘ah from its inception in 1373H. He
taught the sciences of Figh, Tawhid and Hadith. This contin-
ued for nine years up until 1380H.

He was appointed as vice-chancellor of the Islamic Univet-
sity of Madinah in the year 1381H and he remained the post
until 1390H.

He became Chancellor of the University in 1390H upon
the death of the then Chancellor Shaykh Muhammad Ibn
Ibrahim Al As-Shaykh, rapimahullih. He remained Chancel-
lor until 1395H.
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5. In 1413H, he was appointed as the official expounder of
mittee ofsenior scholars and presidency of the administra-
tion for scientific research and legal rulings.

He had also been a member of many other Islamic Commit-
tees, such as:

1. President of the Permanent Committee for Scientific Re-
search and Legal Rulings.

2. President and Member of the Constituent assembly of the
Muslim World League.

3. President of the Higher World League council.

4. President of the Islamic Figh Assembly based at Makkah,
which is a subsidiary council to the Muslim World League.

5. Member of the Higher Council of the Islamic University of
Madinah.

6. Member of the Higher Committee for Islamic Da'wah in

Saudi Arabia.

HIS INFLUENCE: The Shaykb had influenced and effected many
people and in many different ways. An important way was
via the study circles and lectures he delivered until he died.
These date back from the days he used to reside in the Al-
Kharaj district, then in the various educational establishments
he taught in whether in Riyadh or at the University or the
Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah.

HIS DEATH: On Thursday 27 Mubarram 1420 (May 13, 1999),
Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn Baz died - the end of a blessed life
lasting eighty-nine years, one month and fifteen days.



CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

All praise is for Allah alone, and prayers and peace be upon the
Prophet, his family and his Companions.

"To Proceed:

The cotrect ‘Agidah’ is the foundation of Islam and the founda-
tion stone of the Islamic nation. It is known through evidences
of the Shari‘al? from the Book® and the Sunnakh’, that one’s actions
and statements can only be correct and acceptable to Allah when
they arise from a correct ‘Agidab. If, however, the ‘Agidah is not
correct then the actions and statements that arise due to it are
invalid. Allah the Exalted says,

![Translator’s note]: “Agidak: Loosely translated as creed, a mote precise defini-
tion would be ‘a firm and unwavering belief that is not open to any doubt with
its beholder.” [Shaykh Nasir al-‘Aql in Mujmal Usil Abl-is-Sunnab wal-Jama‘ab fit-
Agidabh, p.5].

?[Translatot’s note]: Shari‘ah: the divine code of law.

? [Translatot’s note]: The Quran.

*[Translator’s note]: The Sunnah: The commands, prohibitions, sayings,
actions, and silent approvals of the Messenger of Allah sa// Allabn ‘alaybi wa
sallim.
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Whosoever rejects faith, then fruitless is his work
and in the Hereafter he will be among the
losers.’
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And 1ndeed it has been revealed to you [O
Muhammad] as it was to those before you [say-
ing]: ‘If you join others in worship with Allah
[then] surely [all] your deeds will be in vain and
you will certainly be amongst the losers.’ ¢

,///

There are many verses with this meaning,

The evidences in the clear Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of
His truthful Messenger sall Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam show the
cotrect ‘Agidah in brief, to be: Iman’ in Allah, His Angels, His
Books, His Messengers, the Last Day, and Predestination - the
good and the bad of it. These six matters are the fundamentals of
the cotrect ‘Agidah with which Allah the Almighty revealed His
Book and sent His Messenger Muhammad sa// Allahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam.

> Siirab al-Ma’idab (5):5

8 Surah al-Zumar (39):65

7 [Translator’s note]: Zman can be loosely translated to mean faith, but includes
morte specifically the belief of the heart, the sayings of the tongue and the actions
of the limbs.
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All issues concerning the unseen and all that we have been
informed of from Allah and His Messenger sall Allabu ‘alayhi wa
sallam stem from the above principles and we ate obliged to be-
lieve in them. The evidence for these six pillars [of Faith] are in
the Qur'an and the Sunnah and are many. These include the say-
ings of Allah, ’
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It is not righteousness that you turn your faces
towards the East or the West [in prayers] but right-

eous is he who believes in Allah, the Last Day,
the Angels, the Book and the Prophets.®

5. A~ 4 R PP
I AL

Mo oG //ﬁ‘} S s suz v P
a@aaﬁw);«n\;&hyoﬂgﬁ\;@)w )

4B N RER 20
The Messenger believes in what has been sent
down to him from His Lord, as do the faithful
believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels,
His Books and His Messengers. [They say:] We
make no distinction between one and another of
His Messengets.’

8 Ssirah al-Bagarah (2):177
® Siirab al-Bagarah (2):285
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O you who believe! Believe in Allah, His Mes-
senger [Muhammad], the Book [the Qut’an]
which He has sent down to His Messenger, and
the Scripture which He sent down to those be-
fore [him]. Whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His
Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last
Day has strayed far away."
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Do you not know that Allah knows all that is in
heaven and the earth? Verily it is [all] in a record.
Verily, that is easy for Allah."

There are also many authentic apadith'* proving these funda-
mentals. Amongst them is the famous authentic jadith narrated
by Muslim in his Sabih on the authority of the leader of the be-

10 Sirah an-Nisa‘ (4):136

W Siirab al-Hajj (22):70

2 [Translator’s note]: .Abadith: plural of padith. A narration attributed to the
Prophet via a chain of narration (isnad), concerning that which he commanded,
prohibited, said, did and silently approved.
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lievers, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab radipAllabn ‘anbu, that [the Angel]
Jibxil ‘alaybis-salam asked the Prophet sall Allahn ‘alaybi wa sallam
about [man. He replied to him, “Imin is to believe in Allih, His
Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day and to believe in Pre-
destination - the good and bad of it.”

All the obligatory matters of belief relating to Allah, the Day
of Judgement and other matters of the Unseen otiginate from
these six principles.

YThe padithis taken from the two Shaykhs [Bukhiti and Muslim] from the padith
of Abt Hurayrah and the badith of Ibn ‘Umar in Szhih Muslim.



CHAPTERTWO

Iman in Allah

Belief in Allah, the One free from defect, includes believing
that He is the [only] true deity deserving worship, as opposed to
anything else that is worshipped. This is because He is the sole
Creator of the slaves, the Granter of kindness and goodness to
them, the One who takes charge of their provision and He is
fully aware of both their secrets and that which they openly mani-
fest. He is the One who rewards those who obey Him and pun-
ishes those who disobey Him. It is for this worship that Allah
created the humans and the jins'* and He commanded them with
it. He the Exalted says,

“ /T;\ o, u,.«-d:)u )_)“.4_)

And I did not create the Jinn and mankind ex-
cept that they should worship Me [Alone]. I seek
no sustenance from them, nor do I ask that they

M [Translatot’s note: Jinn: A creation aside from mankind, who ate created
from smokeless fire and have a free will as do mankind. They will be judged for
their actions and comprise of Muslims and non-Muslims.
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should feed Me. Verily Allah is the Provider, Lord
of Power, the Strong.’
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O mankind! Worship your Lord Who created you
and those who were before you so that you may
become pious. [The One] Who has made the earth
a resting place for you and the sky as a canopy,
sent down rain from the sky and brought forth
fruits therewith as a provision for you. Then do
not set up rivals unto Allah while you know [that
there is nothing similar to Him]."

Indeed, Allah sent the Messengers and He revealed the Books
in order to explain this reality [of worshipping Allah alone], to
call to it and to warn against that which opposes it. He, the One
free from defect says,

SRl Assa % ’)1,6)"} R it
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah
(community, nation) a Messenger [proclaiming]:

5 Sitrah al-Dhariyat (51):56-58
16 Siirah al-Bagarah (2):21-22
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Worship Allah [Alone] and avoid Taghtt."'®

L ole

And We did not send any messenger before you
[O Muhammad] except that We inspired him
[saying]: La ¢ldha illa Ana (None has the right to
be worshipped but I [Allah]). So worship Me
[Alone and none else]!”
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[This is] a Book whose verses are petfected [in
every sphere of knowledge, etc] and then ex-
plained in detail by One [Allah] Who is All-Wise
and Well Acquainted [with all things]. [It says]
worship none but Allah. Verily, I [Muhammad]
am unto you one who warns and brings glad tid-

ings from Him.”

7 [Translatot’s Note]: marm Ibn ul-Qayyim said that the meaning of Taghatis
‘everything whose limits the servant transgresses with regards to worshipping,
obeying or following.” An example of worshipping would be in worshipping
idols, an example of obeying would be obeying scholars in matters exceeding the
limits, and an example of following would be following a leader in matters
exceeding the limits. /zam Ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab defined it as ‘everything that is
wotshipped besides Allah.” - a~-Qaw! al-Mufid ‘ala Kitab-it-Tawhid [1 /59-60] by Ibn
‘Uthaymin.

18 Sgirah an-Nahl (16):36

Y Ssirah al-Anbiya* (21):25

2 Siirab al-Hood (11):1-2
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The reality and essence of this worship is to single out Allah,
the One free from defect, in all of the actions of worship that are
performed by the servant [of Allah]. These acts include suppli-
cation, reverential fear, hope, prayers, fasting, sacrifice, making
vows, and other than these from all the different types of wot-
ship, by way of submission, humility, fervent desire, awe and
dread, along with complete love for Him and humility before His
Greatness.

Most of the Noble Qur'an was sent down for this great princi-
ple. Allah the Most High says,

So worship Allah by doing religious deeds sin-
cerely for His Sake alone, not showing off and
not setting up rivals with Him in worship. Surely
the religion [i.e. worship and obedience] is for
Allah only.”

-~
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And your Lord has decreed that you worship none
but Him.?
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So worship Allah, making the religion purely for
Him, even though the unbelievers hate it.”

2 Siirab al-Zumar (39):2-3
2 Sirah al-Isra~ (17):23
3 Siirab al-Ghafir (40): 14
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In the two Sahihs** on the authority of Mu‘adh, radiyAllahu ‘anba,
who said that the Prophet sa/l Allahu ‘alaybi wa sallam said, “Allah’s
right over the people is that they worship Him alone and do not associate any
partners with Him.”

Belief in Allah also includes the belief in all that He has made
obligatory upon His slaves such as the five pillars of Is/am. The
five pillars are: Testifying that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah and that Muhammad sal/ Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam is
the Messenger of Allah; establishing the prayer (Sa/ah); giving
the charity (Zakah); fasting in Ramadan; petforming the Haj to
the House of Allah for those who are able: and the other obliga-
tions that come in the putre Shariah.

The most important and greatest pillar is the testification that
none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that
Muhammad sa/l Allabu ‘alaybi wa sallam is the Messenger of Allah.

Testifying to La ilaha ill Allah necessitates sincere and sole wor-
ship of Allah Alone, negating the worship of anything else. There-
fore, the meaning [of La ilaha ill Allah] is that there is nothing
that deserves to be worshipped except Allah. Hence whatever is
wortshipped besides Allah, whether it is a man, an angel, a jinn, ot
anything else is false and invalid. Indeed, the One Who truly and
rightfully deserves to be worshipped is Allah alone. He says,

24 Sahih al-Bukhati and Sahih Muslim .
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That is because Allah - He is the Truth [the only
True God of all that exists, Who has no partners
or rivals with Him], and what they [the polythe-
ists] invoke besides Him is falsehood.”

It has been mentioned previously that Allah the Exalted cre-
ated the jinn and humans for this great purpose [of worshipping
Allah alone] and ordered them to stand by it. It for this reason
that He sent His Messengers and revealed His Books. So con-
sider this carefully and reflect upon it often so that it may be-
come clear to you; and that you may realise [the fallacy] that many
Muslims have fallen into due to their great ignorance with re-
gards to this principle - to the point that they worship others
besides Allah! They have given others the rights particular to
Allah - and Allah is the Source of Help!

Belief in Allah also includes the belief that He is the sole Crea-
tor of the universe, the One who Regulates and Governs the
affairs of His creation in accordance with His Knowledge and
Power, as and how He Wills. He is the Master of the Wotld and
the Hereafter and the Lord of the entite universe. There is no
creator other than Him, and there is no lord except Him. None
shares with Him in any of these qualities.

[This belief further includes knowing that] He sent the Mes-
sengers and revealed the Books in order to correct and purify the
slaves, to call them to that which would correct them and be-
stow upon them victory in this life and in the Hereafter. He the
Most High says,

5 Siirab al-Hajj (22):62
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Allah is the Creator of all things and He is the
Wakeil (Trustee, Disposer of affairs, Guardian, etc)
of all things.”
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Indeed, your Lord is Allah Who created the heav-
ens and the earth in six days and then He Istawd
(tose above) the Throne. He covers the night with
the day, seeking it rapidly, and [He created] the
sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His com-
mand. Surely, His is the creation and command-
ment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinn and all that exists)!”

Belief in Allah also includes believing in His beautiful Names
and lofty Attributes. They are mentioned in His Great Book and
have been affirmed by His trustworthy Messenger sall Allahu
alayhi wa sallam. [We believe in these Names and Attributes] with-
out faprif (distorting the wording or the meaning), #%/ (divest-
ing ot denying the attributes),”® zAyif (asking how) or tamthil (re-

% Stirah az-Zumar (39):62
7 Sirah al-A‘raf (T):54
% [Translator’s note]: Whether this is by denying the wording or the meaning,



IMANIN ALLAH = 23

sembling Allah to His creation). Rather it is obligatory to leave
them as they came without enquiring into the nature of [His At-
tributes] or how they are, while believing in the meaning that
they carry. These are descriptions of Allah the Mighty and Ma-
jestic, and it is obligatory to describe Him with them in a way
that befits Him without resembling Him to His creation in any
of His Attributes.

Allah the Most High says,

\\ y\.,a,l/’ic:.uﬁ\/b »\_5.« Al u/.:d

There is nothing like Him and He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Seer.”

/,/ e ’)
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And do not put forward any similitude for Allah.
Indeed, Allah Knows and you do not know!*

This is the ‘Aqgidah of Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘al’ from the com-
panions of the Messenger of Allah sa// Allahu ‘alaybi wa sallam and
those who follow them in goodness. This is what has also been
quoted by Imam Abw’l-Hasan al-Ashari (d. 324H), rabimabullah,
in his book: ‘A/-Magalat ‘an As-habil-Hadsth wa Abl-is-Sunnah’. Many
others from the People of Knowledge and eezzaan have also stated
this.

? Surah ash-Shirah (42):11

* Sirah an-Nahl (16):74

3! [Translator’s note]: Ablus-Sunnab wal-Jamai‘ah -The people who follow the
way of the Prophet sa// Allahu ‘alaybi wa sallam and unite upon it.
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Imam al-AwzaT? (d. 15TH), rabimabullah, said, “Az-Zuhi (d.
124H) and Mak-hal were asked about the gyaf regarding the At-
tributes of Allah and they replied, ‘Leave them as they are.””

Al-Walid Tbn Muslim, rapimabullab, said, “Malik** (d. 179H), al-
Awzaq, Layth Ibn Sa‘ad (d. 175H) and Sufyan ath-Thawsi (d.
167H), rabimahullah, were asked about the reports concerning
the Attributes [of Allah] and they all replied, ‘Leave them as they
are without asking how.” »*

Al-Awza, rabimabullah, said, “We would say while the 7abi%n*
were many, ‘Indeed Allah, the Most Perfect, is above His Throne

and we have Imin in what is related in the Sunnah concerning the
Attributes [of Allah].” ¥

32[Translator’s note]: He is ‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn ‘Amr al-Awza1 - the Scholat,
devout worshipper and mujahid. Al-Hakim said, “Al-Awza‘T was the Imim of the
people of his time in general and he was the Imdm of the people of Sham in
patticular.”” He died in Beirut. Refer to ar-Tadbkirah (1/178) and al-Hilyah (6/135)
for his biography.

3 [Translatot’s note]: Related by al-Harawi in Dbam-ul-Kalam (p.18) and Sharh
Usdl ul-I'tigad (3/430) with a hasan zsnad.

3 [Translatot’s note]: He is Abu ‘Abdillah Malik Ibn Anas, the Zmam from
Madinah and one of the scholars of Ablus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. Imam ash-Shafi
said: “When the scholars are mentioned, then Malik is a dazzling star.” Refer to
Siyar A ‘lam-nn-Nubula (1/366) by adh-Dhahabi for a complete biography.

% [Translator’s note]: Related by al-Ajuri (d. 360H) in ash-Shari‘ah (p.314), al-
Bayhadqi in a/-Asma” was-Sifat (p.453) and also al-I%gad (p.118) and the isnaid is
basan.

* [Translatot’s note]: 7abi‘un - The successors to the companions of the Mes-
senger of Allah sall.Allihn ‘alayhi wa sallim.

37 [Ttanslator’s note]: Related by al-Bayhaqee in al-Asma " was-Sifat (p.408). The
isnadis jayyid as al-Fafiz Ibn Hajr said in Fath-ul-Bari (13 /406). Ibn Taymiyah said
that its isnad-was Sapih in al-Hamawiyah.
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The Shaykh of Imam Malik, Rabi‘ah Ibn Abi ‘Abdir-Rahman® (d.
136H), rahimabullah said, “Al-Istiwa® (Allah’s ascending) is not
unknown, and Aow is incomprehensible. From Allah is the Mes-

sage, upon the Messenger is to clearly convey it, and upon us is
to affirm it!”

Imam Malik* (d. 179H), rahimahullah, was asked about [how Allah
made] a/-Istiwa to which he replied, “A/Istiwa is known and how is
unknown. To have faith in it is obligatory and to question [Aox]
is an innovation.” Then he said to the questioner, “I do not think
except that you are an evil man!” So he ordered him to be ex-

pelled.*

% [Translator’s note]: He is Rabi‘ah Ibn Abi ‘Abdir-Rahman - better known as
Rabi‘at-ur-Ra¥ - one of the 7abi%n from Madinah. Al-Khatib said: “He was a
Faqih, a Scholar and a Hafizin Fighand Hadih.” Refer to Tarikh Baghdad (8,/420)
and Hilyat-ul-Awliya" (3/259) for his biography.

% [Translator’s note]: Allah says in numerous places in the Qur’an that He Istiwa
(Rose over) His Throne [in a way that befits His Majesty], for example: “Indeed,
your Lord is He Who created the Heavens and the Earth in six days, then
He Istiwd (Rose over) the Throne.” [Sirabh al-A‘raf (7):54.]

“ [Translator’s note|: AklAsma’ was-Sifat (pg. 516). Ibn Taymiyah said in @/
Hamawiyah (pg. 80), ““al-Khallal narrated it with an ésnad consisting of trustworthy
and precise natrators.” Al-Albani said that the zsnad was Sapih in Mukhtasar al-
Ulww (pg. 132).

' See footnote no. 34.

# [Translator’s note]: Related by al-Bayhaqi in a/-Asma’ was-Sifat

(p- 516) with the wording: “/ AL stiwd is not unknown. To have lmain in it is
obligatory and to question it is an innovation.” Al-Albani said that the narration
was established in Mukbtasar al- Ulmw (p. 141). Al-Bayhagi also relates (p.516), as
does ad-Dartimi in ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyab (p. 55) - with a Jayyid isnad, as Tbn Hajr says
in Fath-ul-Baaree (13/4006) - that Imam Malik said: “Ar-Rabman [Allah] ascended as
He Himself described, and it is not to be asked ‘How?’ as how is unknown.”
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This has also been related from Umm-ul-Muminin,® Umm

Salamah, radiyAllabu ‘anha.**

‘Abdullzh Ibn al-Mubarak® (d. 181H), rabimabullah, said, “We
know that our Lord, the Most Petfect, is above the heavens, above
His ‘Arsh (Throne), separate from His creation.” *

Indeed, thete are many statements of the scholars*’ about this
matter and it is not possible to relate them all in such a short
space. However, whosoever further desires to be acquainted with
these narrations then let him turn to the books of the Scholars
of the Sunnah concerning this subject, such as: Kitab-us-Sunnah by
‘Abdullah the son of Imam Ahmad (d. 290H), Kitab-ut-1awhid by
the Great Imam, Muhammad Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311H), Kitab-us-
Sunnah by Abul-Qasim al-Lalika (d. 414) and Kitab-us-Sunnah by

* [Translator’s note]: Umm-ul-Mu'‘minin - Mother of the Believers. This term
was used for the Prophetfs wives.

#[Translator’s note]: The isnadis da'sf. The Shaykh was correct in his using the
term ‘ruwiya’ thereby denoting that he considered the natration to be weak. Adh-
Dhahabi said in al-Uluw (p. 82): “T'his saying has been preserved from a group
such as Rabi‘at-ur-Ra9, Malik and Aba Ja‘far at-Tirmidhi. However, the narration
from Umm Salamah is not authentic - since Abt Kinanah is not reliable and Aba
‘Amir is not known.’

#[Translator’s note]: He is Aba ‘Abdir-Rahman ‘Abdullah Ibn al-Mubarak al-
Marwazi, the Imam from the Atha“ut-Tabi%n, the Hafig, the Shaykh of Iskam, an
example for the people of Zubd and a leader of the Mujahidin. Refer to Tarikh
Baghdad (1/152) and ar-1adbkirab (1/274) for his biography.

“[Ttanslatot’s note]: Reported by /mam ‘Abdullah bin Ahmad in his book as-
Sunnah (no. 22), ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyah (no. 23), and al-Bukhari in
Khalg Af at-ul-Thad.

47 [Translatot’s note]: Please see the Appendix for further statements of the
scholars concerning this matter.
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Abi Bakr Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 278H).

Refer also to the reply given by Shaykb-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah
(d. 728H) to the people of Hamah (entitled a/-‘Agidah-ul-
Hamawiyah) as it is a great reply, full of benefit. In it he,
rabimahullah, has made clear the ‘Agidah of Abl-us-Sunnah quoting
much of their words and the textual and intellectual evidences
thereby proving the correctness of what Ablus-Sunnah say and
the futility of those who oppose them.

Likewise, refer to his book entitled a/-Agidah-ut-Tadmuriyah in
which he established and explained the ‘Agidah of Abl-us-Sunnah
with both proofs from the texts [i.e. the sources of the Religion]
and proofs from sound reasoning. In this treatise he has - for all
those who read it with a righteous intention desiring to realise
the truth - thoroughly refuted all opposition such that the truth
is clarified and falsehood vanquished.

All those who oppose Abl-us-Sunnab in their ‘Agidah concern-
ing Allah’s Names and Attributes will necessarily fall into oppos-
ing the textual evidences and sound reasoning and will fall into
obvious self-contradiction concerning all that Allah has affirmed
or negated for Himself.

Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ab affirm for Allah the Most Perfect, what
He has affirmed for Himself in His Noble Book or what has
been affirmed for Him by His Messenger Muhammad sa// _Allahu
“alayhi wa sallim in the authentic Sunnah. [They affirm this] with-
out Zamthil (resembling), absolving Allah the Most Perfect from
any resemblance to His creation, whilst also rejecting and being
free from /4%l (negation). By doing this they have secured them-
selves against falling into self-contradiction and have enacted all
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of the evidences [as opposed to rejecting some and accepting
others]. Indeed, this is the way of Allah concerning the one who
holds fast to the truth with which Allah sent His Messengers and
is sincere in his quest for it: He makes him conform to the truth
and makes its evidences clear. Allah the Most High says,

SR L AT R GRS

Nay! We hurl truth against falsehood so it de-
stroys it; and behold, falsehood is vanquished...*”

S At e

And no example or sumhtude do they brmg ex-

cept that We reveal to you the truth and the best
explanation thereof...”

Al-Hafiz Tbn Kathir (d. 774H), rabimabhullah, in his famous ex-
planation [of the Qur’an] whilst commenting upon the saying of
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic,

Indeed, your Lord is He Who created the Heav-
ens and the Earth in six days, then He Istzwa (Rose
over) the Throne®

explained this issue in a most beautiful manner. I have quoted
it here in its entirety due to its great benefit:

B Sarah al-Anbiya® (21):18
® Sirab al-Furgan (25):33
%0 Sirah al-A‘raf (7):54
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The stances of the people concerning this issue are
many. However, this is not the place to enter into a
detailed discussion about it. Indeed, the path we
traverse in this issue is to follow the way of the Pious
Predecessorts such as Malik, al-Awza‘i, ath-Thawti,
Layth Ibn Sa‘ad, ash-Shafil, Ahmad, Is-haq Ibn
Rahawayah and others from the Scholars of the Mus-
lims, both past and present. Their way is to leave them
[the Attributes of Allah] as they are without zz4&yif (ask-
ing how), tashbih (resembling them to the attributes
of the creation), or # %/ (denying their wotrding or
meaning). Indeed, Allah does not resemble anything
of His creation in any way,

%% 8 LR 75
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There is nothing like Him, He is all-Hearing, all-
Seeing.*!

Rather, the matter is as the Scholars such as Nu‘aym
Ibn Hammad al-Khuza (d. 228H), the Shaykh of al-
Bukhari said, “Whosoever resembles (makes zashbib
of) Allah to His creation has committed £#fr (disbe-
lief) and whoever denies what Allah has desctibed
Himself with has also committed £#f. Indeed, there
is no tashbih at all in that which Allzh has described
Himself with, or what His Messenger has desctibed
Him with.” ** Whoever affirms for Allah the Most
High, what is related in the clear .4yarand the authen-

St Siirah ash-Shiirah (42):11
> [Translator’s note]: Related by Imdm al-Dhahabi with his iszad in Mukhtasar
al-"Ulnw (pg. 184) and al-Albani said that its isnid was Sabib.
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tic narrations in a way that befits Allah’s Greatness
and Majesty, whilst also denying and negating from
Allah the Most High any defects and impetfections;
then such a person has truly traversed the path of
Guidance.” *

%3 [Translator’s note]: Tafsir Quran-il-‘Agim (2/230) of Ibn Kathir.



CHAPTER THREE

Iman in the Angels

Belief in the angels is realised in a general and a specific sense.

The general sense of this belief is realised when the Muslim
believes that Allah has angels who He created to obey Him. He
describes them as being revered slaves who give His Word sole
precedence and do whatever He Commands.
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He knows what is before them and what is be-
hind them, they cannot intercede except for him
with whom He is pleased. They stand in awe for

fear of Him.>*

The angels are of many different varieties. Some of them are
responsible for carrying the Throne, some guard the Paradise and
the Hell-Fire and some of them are responsible for writing down
people’s actions.

As for the specific sense of belief in the angels, then we be-

 Siirah al-Anbiya® (21): 28
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lieve in those angels who have been mentioned by name by Allah
and His Messenget sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. These include Jibril,
Mikal, Malik the guardian of the Hell-Fire, and Israfil the one
responsible for blowing the trumpet, and he has been mentioned
in authentic ahadith.

[We also believe] in that which has been established in the au-
thentic narration of ‘A’ishah, radiy.Allihu ‘anhi, wherein the
Prophet sall Allihn ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “The angels were created
from light, the jinn were created from a smokeless flame of fire and Adam
was created from that which has been described to you [by Allah in the
Qur'an.]” * Reported by Muslim in his Sahip.

% [Translator’s note]: For example, the saying of Allah, “And He created man
from clay like [that of] pottery” - Siirah ar-Rapman (55):14



CHAPTER FOUR

Iman in the Books

It is obligatory to have a general belief that Allah, the One free
from defect, sent down Books to His Prophets and Messengers
in order that they may explain and clarify His right and to call to
Him. He, the Most High, says,
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Indeed, We have sent Our Messengers with clear
proofs and revealing with them the Book and the
Balance (justice) that mankind may stand forth
in justice.*
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Mankind were one community and Allah sent
Prophets with glad tidings and warnings, and with
them he sent the Book in truth to judge between

% Strah al-Hadid (57): 25



34 = THECORRECTISLAMIC ‘AQIDAH

people in matters wherein they differed.”’

Specifically, we believe in those Books which Allah has men-
tioned by name, including the Zawrab, the Injil, the Zabur and the
Quran.

The Noble Qur'an is the best and last of the Books. It is the
Muhaymin™® of the other books and testifies to the truth that re-
mains within them. It is obligatory upon everyone to follow it
and to judge by it along with the authentic Sun#nah of the Messen-
ger of Allah, Muhammad sal/ Allahu ‘alaybhi wa sallam. This is be-
cause Allah, the One free from all defect, sent Muhammad sa//
Allahu ‘alaybi wa sallam as a messenger to all of mankind and the
Jinn. He sent this Quran so that it may be employed to judge
between them. He made it a cure for what is in the hearts, He
made it a clarification for everything and He made it guidance
and a Mercy for the Believers. Allah says,
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And We have sent down to you the Book [Qur'in]
as an exposition of everything and as guidance
and a mercy, and glad tidings are for those who
have surrendered [to Allah, as Muslims].”

5 Stirah al-Bagarah (2):213
% [Translator’s note]: Trustworthy and a witness over the old Books.
% Stirah an-Napl (16):89



IMAN IN THE BOOKS = 35

ﬁl
z <25 g st st & D2 AAT
&} ,/.,/g.’/ pYe

Say [O Muhammad]: O Mankind! Verily I am
Allah’s Messenger to you all - to Whom belongs
the dominion of the heavens and the earth, there
is none Who has the right to be worshipped ex-
cept He, and it is He that gives life and causes
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger
[Muhammad], the Prophet who can neither read
nor write, who believes in Allah and His Words
[this Qur'an]; follow him so that you may be
guided.®

There are many verses carrying this meaning.

O Ssrah al-Ardf (7):158



CHAPTER FIVE

Iman in the Messengers

It is obligatory to believe in the Messengers generally, and spe-
cifically.

So we believe that Allah, the One free from defect, sent Mes-
sengers to His slaves. They were sent to give glad tidings, to
warn and to call to the Truth. Whoever responds to them will
achieve happiness and whoever opposes them will remain in fail-
ure and regret.

The last and best of the Messengers is our Messenger,
Muhammad the son of ‘Abdullah sa// Allahu ‘alaybi wa sallam. Allah

says,
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And verily We have sent amongst every nation a
Messenger [saying]: Worship Allah [Alone] and
avoid all false deities.”

! Ssirah an-Napl (16):36
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[We sent] Messengers as bearers of good news
as well as of warning in order that mankind
should have no plea against Allah after the Mes-
sengers.”

Specifically we believe in those Prophets and Messengers whom
Allah or His Messenget sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam mentioned by
name including Nah, Had, Salih and Ibrahim, may Allah’s Peace
and Blessings be upon all of them.

62 Siirab an-Nisa" (4):165



CHAPTER SIX

Iman in the Last Day

Belief in the Last Day encompasses believing in all that Allah
and His Messenger sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam have stated con-
cerning it. This includes what will happen after death such as the
trial of the grave, its punishment and its blessings; what will hap-
pen on the Day of Judgement including the trials, the hardships,
the Bridge, the Balance, the Account, the recompense and the
distribution of the books®® amongst the people. Some will be
receiving their book with their right hands, and others receiving
their book in their left hands or behind their backs.

Belief [in the Last Day also] includes: The belief in the foun-
tain (bawd) - the drinking place of our Prophet Muhammad sa//
Allabu ‘alaybi wa sallam, the belief in the Paradise and the Hell-
Fire, the believers seeing their Lord and His Speaking to them
and other aspects and events revealed in the Noble Qur'an and
the authentic Sunnah of the Messenger Muhammad sa// Allahu

alaybi wa sallam.

It is obligatory to believe in all of this and to affirm it as being
true exactly as has been narrated to us by Allah and His Messen-
get sall Allabn ‘alayhi wa sallam.

83 [Translator’s note]: The record of each person’s deeds.



CHAPTER SEVEN

Iman in Predestination

Belief in Predestination consists of four matters:

Firstly, that Allah knows all that has happened and all that will
happen. He knows the conditions of His slaves. He knows their
sustenance, their appointed times of death, their [good and bad]
deeds and everything else to do with them. Nothing is hidden
from Him as He the Most High says,

RSN S|
Indeed, Allah has knowledge of all things.*
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That you may know that Allah has power over all
things and that Allah surrounds [comprehends]
all things in [His] knowledge.®

Secondly, to believe that Allah has written everything that He

84 Stirah at-Tawbah (9):115
85 Siirah at-Talag (65):12
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has Predestined or Preordained.®® Allah says,
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We know that which the earth takes of them

[their dead bodies], and with Us is a record that
contains [everything].”
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And all things We have counted up [as a record]
in a clear Book.®
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Are you not aware that Allah knows all that is in
the heaven and on the earth? Verily, it is [all] in a
record. Verily, that is easy for Allah.%

Thirdly, to believe that His Will is continuously being
implemented. So whatever He Wills happens and whatever He
does not Will does not happen. Allah, the One free from defect
says,

8 [Translatot’s note]: Arabic - Qadarabu wa Qadbibn. Qadar (Preordainment)
refers to the Ability of Allah, His Writing, Knowing, Willing and Creating all
things. Qadha (Predestination) refers to the precise execution and accomplish-
ment of all things predestined. When mentioned alone Qadarincludes the mean-
ing of Qadha and vice-versa. ‘Fate in Islan? (pp. 9-10) of Drx. Saleh as-Saleh.

§ Sirab Qaf (50):4

88 Ssrah Ya Sin (36):12

9 Stirah al-Hajj (22):70
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Verily, Allah does what He Wills.”
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Verily His command, when He intends a thing,

is only that He says to it, ‘Be’ and it is!”!
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And you do not will unless Allah Wills, the Lord
of the worlds.™

Fourthly, [belief in] His creating everything that exists [includ-
ing actions]. There is no creator other than Him and no lord apart
than Him. Allah the Most High says,
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Allah is the Creator of all things and He is the
Guardian over all things.”
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O mankind! Remember the grace of Allah to you!

"0 Siirah al-Fajj (22):18
" Sarah Ya Sin (36):82
72 Siirah at-Takwir (81):29
3 Siirah ag-Zumar (39):62
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duces for you from the sky and the earth? None
has the right to be worshipped but He, how then
are you turning away [from Him]?™

Thus the belief in Predestination comprises of these four mat-
ters according to Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, as opposed to those
from the people of innovation who reject some of these sub-
jects.

" Sirah Fatir (35):3



CHAPTER EIGHT

Other Points Concerning Iman

Belief in Allah includes the belief that /man is comprised of
statement and action. It increases with obedience and decreases
with disobedience. It is not allowed to declare any Muslim who
commits a sin other than shirk (associating partners with Allah)
and disbelief, to be a non-believer. [Some examples of sins are]
forrﬁcation, stealing, dealing with interest, consuming intoxicants,
disobeying parents, and other such issues from the major sins.
[One cannot call someone a disbeliever if he does any of these
sins] provided that he does not consider them to be permissible
[in which case he would be a disbeliever]. Allah the Most High

says,
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Indeed, Allah will not forgive skirk, but will for-

give anything less than this.”

It is established from the Messenger of Allah sa// Allahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam from abadith mutawatir'® that, Allah will take all those

who have a mustard seed’s weight of Zman out of the Fire.

7 Siirah an-Nisa® (4): 48
76 [Translator’s note): Abadith that have been transmitted by such a large number

of people that the natrators cannot be expected to agree upon a lie - a/-Miigizab (p.
40) by adh-Dhahabi
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Iman in Allah also includes loving for the sake of Allah and
hating for the sake of Allah, having friendship for the sake of
Allah and having enmity for the sake of Allah. So the believer
loves the other believers and has allegiance to them while he
hates the non-Muslims and has enmity towards them.

At the head of the believers from this [Muslim] nation (Ummah)
are the companions (sababah) of the Messenger of Allah sa/l Allahu
Glaybi wa sallam. Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ab love them and have
allegiance to them. They believe that they are the best of people
after the Prophets, as the Prophet sa// Allabu ‘alayhi wa sallam said,
“The best of generations is my generation, then those who follow them, and
then those who follow them.” 7

They believe that the best of them is Abt Bakr as-$iddig,”® then
‘Umat a/-Farig,” thenUthman Dhun-Narayn® and then ‘Ali al-
Murtada,® radiyAllahu ‘anhum. After them come the rest of the ten
who were promised Paradise and then the rest of the compan-
ions of the Messenger of Allah sal/ Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam. [Abl-
us-Sunnabh wal-Jama'‘ah) remain silent about the disputes that oc-
curred between the companions and they believe that they each
sincerely strove to reach a judgement [concerning the issue].
Whoever was correct will receive two rewards and whoever was
incorrect will receive one reward [for his striving].

77 Agreed upon as regards its authenticity.

8 [Translatot’s note]: The truthful one.

7 [Translator’s note]: The one who distinguishes between truth and false-
hood.

8 [Translatot’s note]: The possessor of the two lights (named so because he
marsied two of the daughters of the Messenger of Allah sal/ Allabn ‘alayhi wa
sallam).

8 [Translatot’s note]: The chosen one.



OTHERPOINTS CONCERNING IMAN = 45

[Abl-ns-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah) love the believers amongst the fam-
ily of the Messenger of Allah. They show allegiance to them as
well as the wives of the Messenger of Allah - the Mothers of the
believers - and they are pleased with them all.

[Ablus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah) are free from the path of the Rawafidh*
who show enmity towards the companions of the Messenger of
Allah sal] Allabn ‘alayhi wa sallam and revile them, who over extol
the Abl-ul-Bayt (the family of the Prophet sall Allahn ‘alayhi wa
sallam) and raise them above the position that Allah, the Most
High, has given them. Likewise [Ab/-us-Sunnah) are free from the
path of the Nawdisit” who harmed the Ahlul-Bayt by speech ot
by action.

All that we have mentioned in this brief discussion concerning
the cotrect ‘Agidah which Allah sent His Messenger, Muhammad
sall Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam with, is the ‘Agidah of the saved sect,
Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. The Prophet sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said about them, “There will not cease to be a group from my [Muslim]
nation being aided upon the Truth, not being harmed by those who oppose
them until the command of Allah, the One far from defect, is established.”

He sall Allabu ‘alaybi wa sallam also said, “The Jews split into sev-
enty-one sects, the Christians split into seventy-two sects and this [Muslim]
nation will split into seventy-three sects. All of them are in the Fire except
one.” So his companions asked, “Who ate they, oh Messenger of
Allah?” He replied, “Those who are upon what I and my companions are
upon.”

# [Translator’s note]: Rawafidh - A group from among the shi‘zh.
% [Translator’s note]: Nawasib - A sect who hated the family of the Prophet
Muhammad sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.
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It is compulsory to cling to this ‘4gidah, to be firm upon it and
to warn against that which opposes it.

Those who have deviated from this “Agidah and who remain on
that which opposes it are of many types. From them are those
who worship idols, angels, saints, the jinn, trees, and stones
amongst other things. Therefore, such people have not responded
to the call of the Messengers. Rather they have opposed them
and have gone against them just as the Quraysh and the Arab tribes
at the time of our Prophet sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam did. They
[the pagan Arabs] would ask their idols to fulfil their needs, to
cure their sick and to grant them victory over their enemies. They
would go to them sacrificing to them and taking oaths by them.
Then, when the Prophet sa// Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam forbade them
from this and commanded them to make their worship sincerely
for Allah alone, they considered this to be strange and rejected it.
They said,

N Y A T I A T (it
éf)lﬁfy &)1 005 G A b [fan
Has he made all the gods into one god? Indeed,
this is a strange thing!®

However, the Prophet sall Allahu ‘alaybhi wa sallam did not cease
to call them to Allah and warn them against associating partnets
with Allah (shirk). He sall Allabu ‘alaybi wa sallim explained to
them the reality of what he was calling them to, until whomever
Allah Willed to be guided was guided. Then after that, people
entered the religion of Allah in huge numbers. Hence the reli-
gion of Allah was made triumphant over all other religions after

% Siirah Sid (38): 5



OTHERPOINTS CONCERNING IMAN = 47

the persisfent calling and the long and arduous struggle of the
Messenger of Allah sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and his compan-
ions, radipAllahu ‘anbum, and those who followed them in good-
ness.

Then [after the passing of time] the situation changed and ig-
norance prevailed over most of the creation to the point that
most returned to the way of ignorance through their over-exalt-
ing the prophets and the pious. They would supplicate to them,
ask them for aid and relief and commit other types of shirk! They
did not know the meaning of L4 ilaha ill Allah (nothing has the
right to be worshipped except Allah) while even the non-believ-
ing Arabs [at the time of the Prophet sall Allihu ‘alaybi wa sallim)
knew its meaning! Allaah is the source of Help!

This shirk continued to spread amongst the people until our
time because of the predominance of ignorance and because of
the long interval between our time and the time of Prophethood.
The doubts of these later people are the same as those of the
former peoples [the polytheists of Makkah]. They said, [as Allah
tells us in the Qurlan],
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These are our intercessors w1th Allah85
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We worship them only so that they may bring us
closer to Allah.*

8 Sirab Yinus (10): 18
8 Siirah az-Zumar (39):3
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Allah has refuted this doubt/error and has explained that who-
ever worships other than Him, no matter what it may be has in-
deed associated partners with Him and has disbelieved! Allah the
Most High says,

And they worship besides Allah things that do
not hurt them, nor profit them and they say: these
are our intercessors with Allah.”

So Allah the Most High replies to them by saying:
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Say: Do you inform Allah about that which He
does not know in the heavens or on earth? Glory

be to Him! And He is far above [the partners]
they associate [with Him].*

In these verses, Allah is explaining that to worship other than
Him, such as the prophets, the pious, or other than them, is ma-
jor shirk, even if the one who does it calls it something else.
Allah the Most High says,

8 Siirah Yinus (10):18
88 Surab Yinus (10):18
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And those who take protecting friends beside Him
[say]: We worship them only that they may bring

us near to Allah.®

[Again], Allah the Most High replies to them by saying:
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Verily! A]lah will judge between them concern-
ing that wherein they differ. Truly Allah guides
not him who is a liar and a disbeliever.”

Allah the Most High explains in these verses, that their wor-
ship of other than Him through their supplication [to them], their
fear [of them], their hope [in them] and other such things is dis-

belief in Allah, the One far from defect. Indeed, He declared

them to be liars in their saying that these things they worship

bring them closer to Allah.

From those creeds of unbelief in oppostion to the correct

‘Agidah and that which the Messengers came with are:

What is believed by the atheists of this era from amongst the
followers of Marx, Lenin and others who call to atheism and dis-

belief. This is regardless of whether they label it socialism,

8 Sitrah az-Zumar (39):3
N Stirah az-Zumar (39):3
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communism, ba‘thism or other such names. For indeed, these
foundations are all the same. From their principles are that there
is no god and that life is only material. And from their principles:
the rejection of the Resurrection, Paradise and Hell-Fire and in
fact to disbelief in all the religions. Whosoever looks into their
books and studies what they are upon will come to know with
certainty that this belief is in opposition to all the revealed reli-
gions [in their original form] and leads its adherents to the worst
of punishments in this life and the Hereafter.

From the ‘Agidab that opposes the true belief is that which
some Batiniyah and Sifis believe: they believe that some of those
whom they call Aw/iya” have a share in regulating and controlling
the affairs of the world with Allah. They call them a/-Agtab, al-
Awtad, and al-Aghwath amongst other names, all of which they
have invented for their gods! This is the vilest form of shirk in
the Lordship of Allah and it is more evil than the shirk of before
the advent of Islam! This is because these people [the non-be-
lieving Arabs] did not commit shzrk in Allah’s Lordship but rather
they committed shirk in regards to their worship. Furthermore,
they committed this type of shirk only in times of ease. When
they were in times of distress and hardship, they would make
their worship sincerely for Allah alone. Allah says,
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And when they embark on the ships, they invoke
Allah, making their faith pure for Him only. But
when He brings them safely to land, behold, they
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give a share of their worship to others!”

As for Lotdship, then they used to acknowledge that this is for
Allah Alone, as He, the One free from defect says,
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And when you ask them who created them, they
will surely say Allah.*
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Say: Who provides for you from the sky and from
the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And
who brings out the living from the dead and brings
out the dead from the living? And who rules and
regulates all affairs? They will say Allah. Say: Will
you not then be afraid [about setting up rivals in
worship with Allah]?*

There are many .4yat with this meaning,

As for those who commit shzrk from amongst the later people,
then these have exceeded the earlier ones from two perspectives:

N Stirah al-Ankabit (29):65
92 Siirah ag-Zukhraf (43):87
% Sirah Yinus (10):31
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Firstly, some of them have committed shirk in Lordship.

Secondly, they commit shirk in times of distress as welll One
who lives amongst them, examines their affairs, and sees what
they do at the graves of Husayn and Badawi and others in Egypt
knows this. Of what they do at the graves of Aidras in Eden, of
Hadiin Yemen, of Ibn ‘Arabiin Sytia, of the Shaykh ‘Abdul-Qadir
al-Jilani in Iraq, and at other famous graves. In all such places the
general masses have gone to extremes and have directed many of
the rights of Allah towards them. It is rare to find one who for-
bids them from what they are doing and explains to them the
reality of the Tawhid* that Allah sent his Prophet sa//.Allabn ‘alaybi
wa sallam those prophets who came before him with. To Allah we
belong and to Him we return!

We ask Allah to return them to guidance and to increase the
callers to guidance amongst them. [We ask Him also] to grant the
ability to the leaders of the Muslims and the scholars to combat
this shirk. Indeed, He is the One Who Hears and is close.

From those beliefs that oppose the correct creed in the issue
pertaining to Allahfs Names and Attributes are the beliefs of the
innovators such as the Jabmiyah, the Mu'tazilah and those who
traverse their path in negating the Attributes of Allah the Mighty
and Majestic, divesting Him of the Attributes of perfection, de-
scribing Him with attributes of non-existence (ma‘dim),”
inanimacy (jamdid) and absurdity (mustahil) - Exalted is Allah, High
above what they say about Him!

% [Translator’s note]: Zawhid - Singling out Allah in all that is particular to Him,
in our knowledge of Him and in our worship of Him.
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Included amongst these people are those who negate some of
Allahfs Attributes whilst affirming othets, such as the Ashariyah.
Indeed, the same implications hold for those Attributes that they
affirm as it does for those that they flee from and negate by figu-
ratively explaining (fz wil) the evidences for them.

In doing so they oppose [both] the textual and intellectual
proofs, as well as fall into clear self-contradiction.”

As for Abl-us-Sunnab wal-Jama'ab, they affirm for Allah, the Most
Perfect, those Names and Attributes that He affirmed for Him-
self, or those that His Messengetr Muhammad sa//Allahu ‘alaybi wa
sallam affirmed for Him; affirming them in a complete and per-
fect manner. Likewise they negate for Him any resemblance to
His creation, whilst [at the same time] absolving themselves from
denying or divesting (#2%J) Him of His Attributes. In doing so
they act upon all of the proofs, without comitting zzhrif (distor-
tion) ot #2%l, as well as remaining free from the contradictions
that others have fallen into; as has been previously explained.

This is the path of salvation and [the path of] happiness in this
life and the Hereafter. This is the Straight Path that was traversed

% [Translatot’s note]: Such as their saying that He, the Most High, is neither
above nor below the creation.

% [Translator’s note]: This is because they give the reason for making zz wil
(figuarative explanation) of some of the Attributes of Allah to be the fear that
the general masses might fall into zzshbih (likening Allah to His creation). How-
evet, this same reasoning holds true for those Attributes that they do affirm, yet
upon which they do not perform 7 ‘will Hence, they contradict themselves and
the only permissible course is to follow the way of the Pious Predecessors as has
preceded in the words of Ibn Kathir.
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by the Salaf *’ of this Ummah (nation), as well as their Imams.

Indeed, the latter part of this nation will not be rectified ex-
cept by that which rectified the former of them; and that is none
other than following the Book and the S#nnah and abandoning all
that opposes them.

%7 [Translator’s note]: Salaf - The pious predecessors. The first three genera-
tions of Is/am and those who followed them in righteousness. We understand
Islam as they understood it, due to the saying of the Messenger of Allah, “Zhe best
of mankind is my generation, then those who follow them, and then those who follow them.”
[Sahih al-Bukhari]



APPENDIX

The Position of the Salaf
Concerning Allah’s Attributes

[i] Al-Awza5 (d. 157H) said: I asked az-Zuhsi (d. 124H) and
Mak-hil about the verses pettaining to the Attributes [of Allah],
so they said, “Leave them as they camel” '

[ii] Al-Walid Ibn Muslim said: I asked Malik (d. 179H), al-Awzaf,
Layth Ibn Sa‘ad (d. 175H) and Sufyan ath-Thawti (d. 167H) about
the reports concerning the Attributes, so they all said, “Leave
them as the came, without asking how!” %

Imim adh-Dhahabi (d. 748H), rapimabullah, said, “I say: Malik
in his time was the Zmam of the people of al-Madinah, ath-Thawii
was the Imam of Kifah, al-AwzaT was the Zmam of the people of
Damascus, and Layth was the Jmam of the people of Egypt; and
they were from the senior (ksbar) Atha‘ut-14bi‘%n. And this report
is a consensus (77a) upon this, with the absence of Muhammad
Ibn al-Hasan [Ash-Shaybani] (d. 189H) the scholar (fagih) of

%Related by al-1alikain Sharh Usil Abl-is-Sunnah (010.735) with a pasan chain.

% Related by al-Ajurti in ash-Shari‘ah (p.314) and al-Bayhaqi in a/-Asma” was-
Sifit (p.453) with a Sabip chain, as Shaykh al-Albani stated in Mukhtasar al-Ulnw
(p-142).
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Iraq.

[iii] Rabiah Ibn Abi ‘Abdit-Rahmian (d. 136H), the Shaykh of
Imam Malik, said, “Istiwa is not unknown, how is incomprehensi-
ble, from Allah is the Message, upon the Messenger is to convey
it, and upon us is to accept it.” 1!

[iv] Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah (d. 198H), rabimabullah, said,
“Everything that Allah described Himself with in His Book, then

its recitation is its explanation without asking how or resembling.”
102

[v] Zmam Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan Ash-Shaybani (d. 189H),
rahimabullah, said, ““The Scholars from the east and the west are
all united upon having faith in the Qur'an and in the ahadith that
are related by the precise, reliable narrators (#higaf) from Allah’s
Messenger sall Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, concerning Allah’s At-
tributes, without explanation or resemblance. Whoever explains
anything from them this day, has left that which the Prophet sa//
Allibu ‘alayhi wa sallam was upon and has split from the Jamaab.
For they neither described nor explained, but rather they gave
verdicts with what was in the Book and the Sunnah, then remained
silent. Whoever speaks with the view of Jahm [Ibn Safwan] has
split from the Jama‘ah, because he described Him with attributes

190 4] Arba'in fee Sifatillih (180,/Q.1-2)

"' Related by al-Lalika‘ in Sharh Usil Abl-is-Sunnab (n0.665) and al-Bayhaqi
(p.516). Ibn Taymiyah said in ai-Hamawiyah (p.45): “Al-Khallal reported it with a
chain of narrators who are all precise and reliable (#h7g4#) scholars.”

1 Related by al-LalikaTin Sharh UsilAbl-is-Sunnab (p.736) and ad-Diaraqutni in
as-Sifat (p.61). Its chain is Sapih as Ibn Hajr stated in Fath-ul-Bari (13/501).



THE POSITION OF THE SALAF CONCERNING = 57

that are nothing.” '

Ibn Taymiyah (d. 728H) said in Majmi‘ah al-Fatawa (5/50),
“Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan learnt from Abua Hanifah (d. 150H),
Malik, and [othet] scholars of their level. He related a consensus
(yma') and informed that the Jabmiyah continuously, or prepon-
derantly describe [Allah] with matters of negativity. As for his
saying: ‘without explanation’, then what is intended by this is the
explanation of the Jabmiyah; those who innovated an explanation
concerning the Attributes, which was in opposition to that which
the Companions and their followers were firmly established
upon.”

[vi] Zmam Ahmad bin Hanbal (d. 214H), rabimabullah, said about
the padith of Allah’s Descending (IN#zsl), “We have faith in it
and we affirm it, without asking how, without explaining it, nor
do we reject anything from it.” 1%

Ibn al-‘Uthaymin said, “The explanation that /zam Ahmad ne-
gated in his statement was the explanation that was forwarded by
the people of 7%/ (denial) from the Jabmiyah and others. They
turned the texts of the Book and the Sunnah away from their
literal (dhahir) meanings to one that opposes this.” '

1% Related by al-Lalika‘1in Sharh Usil Abl-is-Sunnah (no.740). Ibn Taymiyah said
in Majmi'ah al-Fatawai (4/4), “Itis confirmed from Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan - the
companion of Aba Hanifah - that he said: [as above].”

1%Related by Ibn al-Jawzi in Managib-ui-Imim Apmad (p.156), Ibn Qudamah in
Lum'‘atul-I'tigad (n0.3) and Ibn al-Qayyim in as-Sawa iqul-Munagzilah (1/265).

19 Fath Rabb-il-Bariyyah (p.63)
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[vii] Zmam ash-ShafiT (d. 204H) rapimabullah said, “To Allah be-
long Names and Attributes that occur in His Book and that His
Prophet related to the nation. It is not possible for anyone to
refute (radd) them. So the one who contradicts this after the evi-
dence has been established against him then he is a £4fir (non-
Believer), and as for before the establishment of the proof then
he is excused due to ignorance, because the knowledge of that
cannot be attained through the intellect. So we affirm these At-
tributes and we negate Zashbib (likening Allah to creation) as Allah
negated it by saying, ‘there is nothing like Him.”” 1%

He also said, “The belief that I am upon, and I saw our Com-
panions, the .As-hab-ul Hadith - like Malik and Sufyan and others -
to be upon is: affirming the testimony that none has the right to
be worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messen-
ger of Allah. And that Allah is Over His Throne, above His Heaven
(‘ala ‘Arshibi fi Samaibi), He comes close to His Creation howso-
ever He Wills, and He Descends to the lowest heaven howso-
ever He Wills.” 17

[vii] Nu‘aym Ibn Hammad, the Shaykh of al-Bukhari, said,
“Whoever resembles Allah to His creation has committed &s#fr
(unbelief). Whoever denies what Allah has described Himself
with has [also] committed unbelief. Whatever He has desctibed

6 Siyar A ‘lam an-Nubali (10,/80). Adh-Dhahabi says, “Reported by al-Hakkari
and others with a chain of narrators containing trustworthy narrators as in
Mutkhtasar al-"Ulnw (p. 177). He also said, “I say: the censure of Kalam (theological
thetoric) and its people is common from ash-Shafi, and he was very stringent in
following the natrrations in the #s7#/ (foundations) and the furi‘ (branches).”

" Awn al-Ma'bad (13/41), and Ibn Abu Ya'la tepotts it in Tabagat al-Handbila
(1/283) with a chain of narration linked back to ash-Shafi1.
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Himself with, or His Messenger [described Him with], then there
is no tashbih (resemblance) in it.” 1%

[ix] Is-hq bin Rahawayah rapimabullah said, “Indeed Allah has
described Himself in His Book with Attributes from which the
creation is left in no need to describe Him with, other than what
He described Himself with. From amongst them, ‘Allah will
Come to them in the shade of clouds’ and His saying, ‘And you
see the angels around the Throne, hymning the praises of their
Lord.”” 1

[x] Zmam at-Tirmidhi (d. 274H), rahimabullah, said, “It has been
stated by more than one person from the people of knowledge
regarding this hadith, and about the likes of it from the narrations
concerning the Attributes, and that Allah, the Most Blessed, the
Most High, Descends to the lowest heaven of this world every
night. They said: Affirm the narrations concerning them; have
faith (Imin) in them; do not imagine them (/z yatawabhams); not
ask how they are (wa /i _yugalu kayfj. The likes of this has been
reported from Malik Ibn Anas, Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah and ‘Abdullah
Ibn al-Mubarak. They said concerning these ahadith, Leave them
as they are, without asking how they are (amirriba bila kayf).” This
is the saying of the people of knowledge from Abl-us-Sunnabh wal-
Jama'ah. As for the Jabmiyah, then they reject these narrations and
say that this is resemblance (fzshbih). However, Allah the Most
High has mentioned in various places in His Book [His Attribute
of] Hand (A/XYad); Hearing (As-Sam) and Seeing (A/-Basr), but
the Jaubmiyah give a figurative interpretation (Zz ‘wil) to these verses

1% Related by al-Lalikain Sharh Usal Abl-is-Sunnah (n0.936). Its chain of narra-
tion isSzhih chain, as Shaykh al-Albani stated in Mukhtasar al-"Ulww (p.184).
19 a)-Arba‘in fi Sifatillah (no. 144) by adh-Dhahabi.
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and explain it in a manner other than how it is explained by the
people of knowledge. They say: Indeed, Allah did not create
Aadam with His Hand. They say: Indeed, the Hand [of Allah]
actually means His Power! Is-haq Ibn Ibrahim said: Resemblance
(tashbib) is when someone says the Hand [of Allah] is like my
hand, or His Hearing is like my hearing, So if someone says this,
then this is resemblance. But if someone says what Allah says,
Hand, Hearing, Seeing; and he does not ask how these [Attributes]
are, nor does he say that Allah’s Hearing is like my hearing, then
this is not resemblance. Rather, it just like what Allah the Most
Blessed, the Most High, said in His Book,

A s 50 4‘/}/5 At G
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There is none like Him; He is the All-Hearin
5 £
the All-Seeing. %"

[xi] Abu Ja‘far at-Tirmidhi (d. 295H), when asked as to how
Allah keeps His Attribute of being above the creation if He De-
scends to the Lowest Heaven in the last third of the night, re-
plied, “The Nuzal (Descent of Allah) is understood, but the how
/ nature is unknown, and faith in it is obligatory, and to question
about [how] it is an innovation (bid'ah).” '**

[xii] Adh-Dhahabi says in his a~Arba'in fi Sifatillah, “It would be
beyond ones ability to mention every /mam who has words con-
cerning the affirmation of Allah’s Attributes. If the opponent is
not guided by those whom we mentioned saying there is a con-

10 Ssirab ash-Shara (42):21

W Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/266-268)

Y2 Mutkbtasar al- Ulmw (p. 231). Al-Albani declared the chain Sabih. Abu Ja‘far
was from the greatest scholars of his day.
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sensus upon affirming them without 7z il (figurative interpreta-
tion), or he does not believe him in his quote, then Allah will not
guide such a person. By Allah, there is no good in the one who
rejects the likes of az-Zuhri, Mak-hal, al-Awza‘, ath-Thawti,
Layth bin Sa‘ad, Malik, Ibn hUyaynah, Ibn al-Mubarak, Muhammad
bin al-Hasan, ash-Shafiq, al-Humaydi, Abta ‘Ubayd, Ahmad bin
Hanbal, Abi‘Isa at-Tirmidhi, Ibn Surayj, Ibn Jarir at-Tabari, Ibn
Khuzaymah, Zakatiyah as-Saji, Abtl-Hasan al-Ash‘ari. Or rejects
saying the likes of their saying in acknowledging the consensus
on this like al-Khattabi, Abi Bakr al-Isma‘ili, Abul-Qasim at-
Tabarini, AbG Ahmad al-Asal.... and ‘Abdul Qadir al-Jilani...”

Let us carefully consider the above narrations. Ibn Taymiyah
says, “So the saying of Rabi‘ah and Malik ‘/s#wa is not unknown,
how is incomprehensible, and faith in it is obligatory’ agrees with
the saying of the rest, ‘Leave them as they are, without asking
how.” For all they did was to negate knowledge of the kayfiyah
(how the Divine Attributes are), but did not negate the reality of
the Attribute. Therefore, if the people had merely believed in its
wording, without understanding its meaning - in a way befitting
to Allah - then why did they say, ‘Is#wa is not unknown, and how
is incomprehensible.” And why did they say, ‘Leave them as they
came, without asking how.” Indeed, in this case Is#wa would not
be known, rather it would be unknown; just like the Mujam let-
ters [those compound letters that occur at the beginning of cer-
tain chapters of the Qur'am; such as: Alf-Lam-Mim, etc]. So there
would be no need to negate knowledge of the £ayfiyah (how the
Attributes are) if the meaning of the word was not understood.
It would only be necessary to negate knowledge of the &ayfiyah if
the [meanings of the] Attribute have been affirmed...” '

1 Majmii‘ab al-Fatiwi (5/41-42)
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Also their saying ‘they left them as they are’ necessitates that
[what the Attributes] indicated would remain as it were, and they
came as words indicating a meaning, so if what they indicated
was also to be negated then it would have been necessary to say,
‘they left the words [as they are] with the belief that the meaning

was not known’...”” 14

So upon considering the above it becomes clear that if the Sa/af
had not understood the meaning of the Attributes, rather rel-
egated the meanings to Allah and just affirmed the wording (#fwidh
al-ma‘na) there would have been no conceivable need to negate
the £ayfiyah of the Attributes! Likewise the meaning of ‘reciting
them is their explanation’ is that the clear meaning of what we
recite is to be taken, and there is no need to delve into figurative
explanation (#z wil) or look for hidden and metaphorical mean-
ings etc.

This understanding has also been endorsed by the great ShafiT
Imam, al-Khattabi (d. 388H) when he said, “The madbhab (way)
of the scholars of the Sa/af and their legal jurists was to leave the
likes of these ahadith [concerning the Attributes] upon their lit-
eral (dhahir) meanings, not to twist their meanings (/@ yurighu laha
al-Ma‘ani) and neither to figuratively explain (#z wil) them due to
their knowledge that their limited knowledge was incapable of
understanding them.

Az-Za'farani reported from us from Ibn Abi Khaythama from
‘Abdul-Wahhab bin Najda al-Hutl from Baqya from al-AwzaTwho
said, “Mak-hil and az-Zuhri used to say: “We leave these abadith
as they came.”

14 al- Hamawiyah (p.109)
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I say: this is from the knowledge that we have been ordered to
believe in literally without attempting to uncover it’s hidden
meanings, and it belongs to a host of the mutashabiha (verses) that
Allah has mentioned in His Book, so He said, ‘He is the One
Who has sent to you the Book. In it are clear and unequivocal
verses, and others are mutashabibah (allegotical ot open to a number
of meanings).’

So from the clear and unequivocal verses atises a true undet-
standing [of their content] and action, and from the mutashabiba
arises faith and knowledge in their literal meanings, and we leave
the knowledge of it’s hidden meaning to Allah, the Most
Perfect..” '

Ibn Taymiyah also says, “...as for the third group, then they are
the People of Ignorance and they are many from those who as-
cribe themselves to the Sunnah and following the Salaf. They say:
The Messenger sall Allahn ‘alayhi wa sallam did not understand the
meanings of what Allaah revealed to Him from the verses pet-
taining to the Attributes [of Allah], and neither did Jibtil ot the
toremost Predecessors understand them. They said the same thing
for the ahadith concerning the Attributes - that nobody knew their
meaning except Allah.... so these people think that they atre fol-
lowing the verse “and none knows their explanation except
Allah” ....but they have not distinguished between the meaning
of the words and their explanation and the explanation that Allah
Alone Knows. And they thought that the 2 wi/ (figurative expla-
nation) mentioned in this verse is the # wee/ mentioned in the

S Mu‘alim as-Sunan (4/304 - Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmi) by al-Khattabi under the
chapter, “From the chapter concerning the Seeing (of Allah in the Hereafter)”
when he discusses the padith of the Descent of Allah.
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wotds of the later generations and they erred in this... and the
explanation of the Attributes whose reality Allah alone Knows is
the knowledge of the £ayfiyah which is unknown to us. [For ex-
ample] the Is#iwa is known, it’s meaning is undetstood, and ex-
plained and translated in other languages, and this is the explana-
tion that those firmly grounded in knowledge know, but as for
the £ayfiyah (how/nature) of the Is#iwa then this is the explana-
tion that none but Allah the Exalted knows.” '

So when we come to realise that the Sa/sf understood the mean-
ings of the Attributes and affirmed them it becomes necessary
to also know that they did so while negating four matters:

[i]. Zashbib (likening Allah to His Creation) and zajsim (liken-
ing Allah to a body).

[ii]. Zakyif (enquiring into the how or nature of the Attribute).
[iii]. Zzbrif (distorting the meaning of the Attribute) and Zaghyir
(changing the meaning of the Attribute) and % %wi/ (figu-

ratively interpreting the meaning of the Attribute).

[iv]. 72%/ (denying the Attributes).

6 o) Hamawiyah (pp. 24+)



