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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE NOBLE
SHAYKH ‘ABDUL-‘AZIZ BIN ‘ABDULLAH AL
ASH-SHAYKH

- o
s D

His Name, Lineage, & Birth

He is the noble Shaykh, ‘Abdul-Aziz bin ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad
bin: Abdul-Latif Al ash-Shaykh at-Tamimi, from the descendants of
Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab. He was born in Riyad in
1362 AH.

His Upbringing
His father died while he was a child of no more than eight years old,

in 1370 AH. From the time of his birth, he was being treated for
weakness in his eyesight, until he lost it completely in 1371 AH.

He began secking knowledge by studying the Noble Qur'an in
Masjid Ahmad bin Sinan. He memorized the Qur'an when he was
12 years old. Then he sought knowledge from some of the scholars in
the circles of knowledge, and in 1375 AH, he enrolled in the Imam
ad-D2’'wah Institute. He graduated from the College of Shari‘ah in
1383/1384 AH. He used to attend some of the circles of the scholars
in the masdjid.

His Pursuit of Knowledge & His Teachers

He studied with Shaykh Muhammad bin Ibrihim Al ash-Shaykh, the
Mufti of the Saudi lands, studying with him: Kizdb at- Tawhid, al-Usil
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TERRORISM: ITS REASONS AND THE MEANS TO REMEDY IT

ath-Thaldathah, and al-Arbaan an-Nawawiyyah from 1374-1380 AH.

He likewise studied fari'id with Shaykh ‘Abdul-Aziz bin Baz, the
Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the head of the Committee
of Senior Scholars in 1377 AH and 1380 AH.

He also studied fari'id, grammar, and fawhid with Shaykh ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz bin Salih al-Murshid in 1379 AH. From 1375-1376 AH, he
studied ‘Umdah al-Ahkim and Zid al-Mustagni’ with Shaykh ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz ash-Shithri, and in 1374 AH he enrolled in the Imiam ad-Da'wah
Institute in Riyad and he graduated from it. He enrolled at the
College of Shari‘ah Studies in Riyad in 1380 AH; there, he attained
his bachelor’s degree in Shariah Sciences and Arabic Language. This
was in 1383-1384 AH.

His Occupational Posts

The noble Shaykh gradually excelled in his work in dawah, teach-
ing, and fatawdi; he began as a teacher in the Imam ad-Da’'wah
Educational Institute on 1/7/1384 AH. Then he was appointed as
the imam and khatib of Muhammad bin Ibrahim Congregational
Mosque in Dakhnah, Riyad, after the death of Shaykh Muhammad
bin Ibrahim. This was in 1389 AH.

He was appointed assistant professor in the College of Shari‘ah in
1399 AH, and thereafter, he was promoted to associate professor in

the College of Shari‘ah in 1400 AH.

In 1402 AH, he was appointed as the imdm of Masjid Namrah at
‘Arafah. In Shawwal of 1407, he was appointed as a member of the

Committee of Senior Scholars.

He then transferred from the University on 15/7/1412 AH, due
to being appointed as a member of the Permanent Committee of

Knowledge Based Research and Religious Verdicts.

In Ramadian 1412 AH, he was appointed as imdm and khatib of Imam
Turki bin ‘Abdullah Congregational Mosque in Riyad. Thereafter,
Royal Mandate #838 was issued on 25/7/1416 appointing him as
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deputy to the Grand Mufti as a minister.

Then, Royal Mandate #20A was issued on 29/1/1420 AH, appoint-
ing him as Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
head of the Committee of Senior Scholars for Knowledge Based
Research and Religious Verdicts after the death of the noble Shaykh
‘Abdul-Aziz bin Baz W .

His Efforts in His Work

He was the overseer of some of the University booklets and partici-
pated in the discussions, as well as issuing verdicts, on the program
Niar Alad-Darb from the year 1412 AH. He has distinguished atten-
dance in knowledge-based forums, in addition to participating in
committees and delivering lectures and classes. Likewise, he partici-
pates in religious programs on the radio and television.

May Allih preserve our Shaykh Abdul-Aziz bin ‘Abdullah Al
ash-Shaykh and lengthen his life upon His obedience and seal his life
upon goodness. May Allah bless him in his knowledge and da'wah as
well as the rest of his efforts, and accept from him his work in serving
Islam and the Muslims.



INTRODUCTION

— e

All praise is for Allah, Lord of all that exists. May prayers and peace
be upon the noblest of prophets and messengers, our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his family and his Companions all together.

To proceed: The 17* Conference for the Islamic Figh Council
in 1424 AH in Makkah al-Mukarramah convened, and the topics
discussed were of the utmost importance to the Muslims and centered
around the treatment of their issues. At the head of these issues is the
problem of the threat of terrorism—its reasons, its effects, and its
legislative ruling, as well as the means of protection from it. Given
the importance of this topic— particulatly in this time and due to
the great need for it—1I deemed it suitable to participate in this by
doing research regarding the reality of terrorism, and subsequently
clarify the reasons for it and the means to treat it.

Before speaking about the reasons for it and its treatment, I would
like to begin by speaking about the legislative use of the word “terror-
ism” and that which is connected to this legislative use, as well as
what is intended by it, and some points that I deemed important and
obligatory for the people of Islam as well as non-Muslims to pay heed
to, and Allah is the Granter of aid and success.

Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/Head of the
Committee of Senior Scholars & Board of Knowledge Based
Research & Religious Verdicts

‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullih Al ash-Shaykh
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LEGISLATIVE MEANING OF THE WORD
“TERRORISM” (AL-IRHAB)

- =

This term appeared in recent times, particularly after the incident of
September 11%, 2001 CE, and the concern with it was at the highest
level in the media and government; and a campaign was launched
against this affair and against this term (terrorism), and a war was
waged against those who ascribe to it, i.e., he who is known as a
terrorist.

However, we see that this campaign has begun to restrict its course
bit by bit, and its borders have been narrowed to the point that this
term is almost exclusively applied to Islam and the Muslims. Fingers
have begun to always point towards them with this accusation, an
accusation that is considered—in international norms—to be from
the greatest crimes of this era.

However, it is amazing that the understanding of this term, until
now, has not been clearly defined. Rather, the campaign has been
launched against it without clearly defining what terrorism is, who
a terrorist is, and when one becomes a terrorist. How does a person,
group, government, or governments become (known as) “terrorist™?
None of this has been defined internationally. Some have said that
the lack of defining it is intentional. At any rate, warfare terminology
and launching successive campaigns have been on the highest media,
security, and international level, and without clearly defining it, this
is considered waging war against an unknown (enemy). And this will
cause many problems to occur for us.

From them: We will wrongfully accuse certain classes of people of

11
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being terrorists while in fact, they are not. This is apparent among
those who wage war and fight to remove those who have occupied
their land, for example.

Also, from the problems [this causes] is that the groups who are, in
fact, the worst in their transgression and corruption are left and not
brought to justice, nor are their actions repudiated. This is because
this term (terrorism) is not applied to them, even though it is in
agreement with them (i.e., their actions are acts of terrorism).

In the religion of Islam, we do not approve of using terms that can
be interpreted in several ways without distinguishing the intended
meaning. This is because our religion has only brought clarity, trans-

parency, and truthfulness. Allah the Exalted has said:

{ ol 5 LB T o @y
O you who believe! Be afraid of Allih, and be with

those who are true (in words and deeds).
[Sturah at-Tawbah 9:119]

Our religion has come with justice. Therefore, it is not conceivable
that our hatred and enmity for a people can cause us to transgress
against them, even by way of names that are not applicable to them.

Allah the Exalted has said:

FE A BN S oo A A o L
{ bl
Let not the enmity and hatred of others make you
avoid justice. Be just; that is nearer to piety.
[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:8]
We have learned, in the religion of Islam, that it is not possible to
make one group bear the sins of another. In other words, it is not

possible to punish some for the crimes of others, no matter who they
are.

12
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Allah ## said:

{ &+ 2598355 V35 »
And no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of
another.

[Stirah al-An‘am 6:164]

The Islamic religion is extremely clear in this regard. Due to this, we
find that the creed, legislative rulings, worship, the rulings of social
interactions, and the regulations of familial dealings, etc., are crystal-
clear in the Islamic legislation.

Based upon all this, we say: The Muslims, in application of their
religion, are required to clearly define terms and phrases and to define
their meanings. It is not possible for the Muslims to use coded terms,
because this religion prohibits it. However, we know (based on what
we see occurring) that there are terms intentionally left vague and not
clarified, and there is a benefit and gain for the one who strives to
ensure that it is not clarified and remains ambiguous. But our Islamic
religion prohibits us from this, so there is to be no delusion, decep-
tion, trickery, dishonesty, or lying in Islim. Rather, it is the religion of
clarity and truthfulness. It is the clear and evident path.

If we want to define this term in our religion, it is appropriate that
we search for its linguistic origin, for the Islamic religion has come in
the Arabic language. Therefore, we must look at its origin and what it
means in the language; then, we will look at its legislative usage using
the texts that mention this term.

From that which we must draw attention to in relation to this is that
there are three categories of the realities of terms:

1) The linguistic reality
2) 'The legislative reality

3) Its reality as it is used in the custom of the people

13
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Since we are researching a term or a legislative terminology, then
we must firstly look to whether we should search for it by way of
its linguistic indication. If so, then we must accept the statement of
those who specialize in linguistics regarding it. And if we are looking
at it from the perspective of its legislative indications, then what we
give due consideration to is the statement of the people who special-
ize in the legislation by way of the texts of the legislation. And if we
are looking at it from the perspective of its usage in the custom of the
people, then we accept the statement of the people of customs and
what they work by.

The term “terrorism” (W)Y, al-irhab), concerning which this speech
is about, has its origin in the Arabic language from the letters 74, b4,
bi (< ,» , ). This origin, as Ibn Faris @§ said, “...has two founda-
tions in the Arabic language: the first of them indicates fear and the
second of them indicates scantiness and lightness. Regarding the first,
which is fear (4@ )l\, ar-rahbah), one says, ‘I was in fear of something.’
The term at-tarrabhub (<a5l)) means worship; this is from al-irhab
(«W¥Y), and (linguistically) this is to prevent the camel from drink-
ing from the pond and to protect it.”!

From this, we note that the linguistic origin of the word indicates
fear and that which brings about fear. Therefore, a/-irhib (terrorism)
is based upon the statement: “He caused fear.” Or, “He causes fear.”
Meaning, he strikes terror. Therefore, this is the origin of the term,
as has preceded. This meaning in itself does not necessitate [that it
is] something praiseworthy or blameworthy, because fear and causing
fear is not unrestrictedly blameworthy nor is it unrestrictedly praise-
worthy. When a person fears a beast of prey, then this is a natural fear,
and it is not possible to criticize the person for it. When a person
fears an enemy who wants to transgress against him, then this also
does not dictate that one should be blamed for this. This is innate in
the person; rather, it is also innate in animals, for Allah has given the
creation that with which it can ward off danger from itself.

Allah has said:

! Refer to Mujam Maqayis al-Lughah by Ibn Faris (2/447), under the definition of ).
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46:\;‘;‘«»; L5 1l ) 06 )
[Moosa (Moses)] said, “Our Lord is He Who gave to
each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.”

[Surah Ta-Ha 20:50]

And usage of this when danger strikes or when it is anticipated does
not necessitate that one should be blamed.

As for the reality of this term from the legislative perspective, then we
do not find that this exact term is mentioned in the text of the legis-
lation—only its three-letter root is found, and that which is derived
from it. Likewise, that which is derived from its four-letter root.

From this is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

{ o536 G655 n 3 SA3x 1595 )
And fulfill My covenant (with you) so that I fulfill

your covenant (with Me), and fear none but Me.

[Stirah al-Bagarah 2:40]
Likewise, the statement of Allah the Exalted:

&’ & o ‘e - £ - P (:. - P “’/
%%535‘»@)&& J 125 Tb g
And when the anger of Moosa (Moses) was appeased,

he took up the tablets, and in their inscription was
guidance and mercy for those who fear their Lord.

[Surah al-A’vaf 7:154]

Also from this is the statement of Allah:
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And Allzh said (O mankind!), “Take not two gods in
worship. Verily, He (Allah) is (the) only One (true)
God. Then, fear Me.”

[Stirah an-Nahl 16:51]
Also, His statement, Fxalted be He:

{6355 55 B ol 3 0408 1967240 )
Verily, they used to hasten to do good deeds, and they
used to call on Us with hope and fear.
[Stirah al-Anbiya' 21:90]
These texts all indicate that the fear of Allih the Exalted is required,

* and one is praised for this and it is from the acts of worship.

That which comes closest [to the exact term] from the uses of this
term in the texts is the statement of Allah the Fxalted:

ax ¢ T N (PR R LA O
JI PG 5 58 ks G o3 sl B
(505 4D i 4
And make ready against them all you can of power,

including steeds of war to frighten the enemy of Allah
and your enemy.

[Stirah al-Anfal 8:60]
Ibn Jarir at-Tabari @§ said, “It is said, ‘I terrorized the enemy and

struck fear into him; therefore, I frightened him.” It is also said, ‘T
strike fear into him.” And this is ar-7ahab (fear) and ar-rahb (terror),

e
5,

and from it is the statement of Tufayl al-Ghanawi® &%, who said:

)57 &59 v:::é: s (\ JU
2y e Jalae WS

% Refer to Ad-Daywin al-Ghanawi (p. 56), as well as the book Majaz al-Qur'an by Aba
‘Ubaydah (1/249). Bani Ja'far bin Kilab praised him (al-Ghanawi).
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«c

Woe to Umm Hayy, you have pushed in their throats
Bani Kilib on the morning of fright and terror.””

Concerning the meaning of the verse wherein Allah said:

{ o 15l p
And make ready against them...

[At-Tabari said]: “And prepare for those who disbelieve in their Lord
and have a covenant with you, if you fear that they will betray you
and deceive you, O believers in Allah and His Messenger...”

LG ¥ B0 oo (B
{ 35 VG

‘...all you can of power...’

“And that which you can prepare from tools that will bring about
strength for you against them, from weaponry and horses.”

{55085 0 5 4 00 )
‘...to frighten the enemy of Allah and your enemy.’

“Meaning: You will strike fear in Alldh’s enemies and your enemies
from among the polytheists by way of what you have prepared.”

From this, it becomes clear that what is intended is preparing strength
and displaying it in order to strike fear into those from whom you
fear deception, trickery, and transgression. This is an affair that is
legislated, and it is an affair in which there is a clear benefit for all
those who are knowledgeable and for governments. It is not possi-
ble for any government to do without this, because doing without
this would mean submission to every enemy who wants to trans-
gress against the government. Therefore, the government would be

3 Tafsir at-Tabari by Abu Ja'far bin Jarir at-Tabari (14/31), at verse 60 from Stirah al-Anfal.
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free for the taking by every enemy. This is in addition to the fact
that it is impermissible for the Muslims, in the legislation of Islim,
[to do without this], because that opposes sound intellect. Rather,
international regulations necessitate that this is from the perspective
of self-defense, and this indicates that it is a general custom for all
mankind.

This has been mentioned in Chapter VII of the United Nations
Charter,* which has 51 points; from them is the statement: “Nothing
in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or
collective self-defense if an armed attack occurs against a Member of
the United Nations.”

What is intended is that this is a right that no one can object to.
From this, we know that the term “terrorism” in this context has not
come in the legislation at all, based on what we know; only some of
its derivatives have come.

Due to this, it is not possible for us to find a legislative definition
for this term, although its linguistic indications are clear— they all
call to fear. And just because we say we are unable to find a legisla-
tive definition for this term, this does not mean that the legislation is
deficient in clarifying the actions that can be classified as terrorism.
For indeed, Islam has clarified it with the utmost clarity, and I shall
present some of this shortly, if Allah wills. However, as we have previ-
ously mentioned, our religion is a religion of clarity. Therefore, it is
not possible for us to present a legislative definition for a term for
which there is no basis in the Islamic legislation upon which to predi-
cate its rulings and boundaries. One is not able to do this arbitrarily.

Along with this, the linguistic reality is clear regarding it, and it is that
this term (terrorism) denotes the bringing about of fear and terror. In
other words, it means “to strike fear.” There still remains a formal
definition, and it is something that has not been clearly defined to
this day. We will present some of the definitions we have found.

4 Translator’s Note: Refer to the official website of the United Nations:
hetp://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-vii/
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In the encyclopedia known as Politics, it mentions: “Terrorism is
the use of unauthorized violence or threats of it in various forms,
such as assassinations, torture, torment, and destruction, in hopes of
accomplishing a specific political goal, such as breaking the resolve
of the people and destroying, figuratively, their committees and
foundations; utilizing this to acquire information or wealth in general
through compulsion; [and/or] in order to subjugate opposing forces
by way of terroristic means.”

In the Arab World Encyclopedia, it is written: “Terrorism is the use of
violence, or the threat thereof, to bring about fear.”

In the Oxford Dictionary, it is written: “A person who uses unlawful
violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit
of political aims.”

By reviewing these definitions, we find that they agree with the
linguistic definition (of terrorism) in the Arabic language, for terror-
ism is based upon striking fear or secking to bring about fear and
fright. However, in these definitions, there remain some terms for
which there are no guidelines, such as the phrase “unauthorized” and
“opposing forces,” as came in the first definition.

The response to this is that (it is asked): What is this aforementioned
<« . » .

official law” based upon? If we were to review the structure of each
government in accordance with its constitution, terrorism would
remain something relative to each government. Therefore, when can
an action be determined to be terrorism? And according to which
constitution are we defining the term?

Similarly, the term “opposing forces”; it is possible that it can be
asked: Who is the original force, and is everyone that opposes it
considered a terrorist? These are phrases that have not been defined.

In the second definition, as well, one can possibly say: Does all
violence cause fear and is thus considered terrorism? The answer is an
emphatic no. This is because we see in our lives thousands of incidents
that cause fear on some level, but they are not called terrorism.

19
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This is also the case with the definition mentioned in the Oxford
Dictionary, for it is not a comprehensive definition. Hence, an action
could be [defined as] terrorism even if the one who did it had no
political goal.

Therefore, all or most of the definitions agree that terrorism is based
upon fear, but on what level, and by way of which means? When
does it reach this point? Research has been conducted in various
manners for all of these questions; however, they have not arrived at
any acceptable definition.

As for when this term first appeared, then according to the Arabic
World Encyclopedia, it appeared at the beginning of the French
Revolution in 1789 through 1799 CE, wherein the revolutionists
who had taken control of the authority in France utilized violence
against their enemies, and they were defined at that time and ruled
as being terrorists. After this, operations, groups, and terrorist
movements began to form. From the most prominent of them is the
group known as the KKK (Ku Klux Klan). This is an American group
that used violence to terrorize Black people and those who sympa-
thized with them.

There is also the group known as the Red Brigade in Italy and the
Red Army Faction in Germany. Both groups were present in the
1960s, and both groups sought to destroy the political and economic
structures in their respective countries in order to bring about a new
regime.

There were Jewish terrorist gangs well-known before the Jews took
control of Palestine. From them were the Jewish parliamentary
organizations, Hashomer and Haganah, as well as the strike forces
known as Palmach and Irgun, and the gangs known as Kach and
Kahane Chai.

From the infamous figureheads who used violence and terrorism to
suppress their enemies were Adolf Hitler in Germany and Benito
Mussolini in Italy, as well as Joseph Stalin in the former Soviet Union.

20
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By way of this brief historic overview, we can understand several
matters:

1) The term “terrorism” appeared at the end of the 18" century,
whereas Islim appeared more than 12 centuries before that.

2) 'The first people known as terrorists, according to historical
facts, were in Europe, and they were not Arabs or Muslims.

3) The history of this term and its gradual usage all show that
the terrorists were not Muslims; rather, they were not even Arabs.

4) The existence of groups and individuals known as terror-
ists, in one sense or another (all of them being reprehensible), who
ascribed themselves to Islam, does not mean that their religion is
the cause of terrorism. This is shown by the historical facts we have
mentioned and by way of common sense.

If we accept, for the sake of argument, that Islam is the cause of terror-
ism, while we know that Islim appeared over 1400 years ago, then the
world would have been filled with terrorism for the past 1400 years.
It is inconceivable that anyone can perceive or believe this. For more
than 1400 years, the religion of Islam has classified these actions as
the most reprehensible of crimes and from the greatest of atrocities,
and in the contemporary law, these actions are classified as terrorism.
This shows that Islam is at the forefront of combating this heinous
crime.

From the crimes that Islam prohibits is unjustly taking the life of
another. The punishment for one who does so is that he must face

death himself. Allah has said:

%% GE g oy ;
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Because of that, We ordained for the Children of
Israel that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation
of murder; or (and) to spread mischief in the land, it
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would be as if he killed all mankind.
[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:32]

Causing corruption in the land by way of highway robbery, terroriz-
ing the people, bombings, explosions, or hijacking planes, ships, and
trains, is from the major sins. The recompense for one who commits
this crime is that he is either executed, crucified, imprisoned, or his
limbs are cut off on opposite sides. Then, a more severe punishment
will come from Allah on the Day of Judgment.

Allah has said:

-
O 0 ~~
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The recompense of those who wage war against Allah
and His Messenger and do mischief in the land is
only that they shall be killed or crucified, or their
hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite sides,
or be exiled from the land. That is their disgrace in this

world, and a great torment is theirs in the hereafter.
[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:33]

Also, seeking to change policies by force while the ruler has set them
in place is from the major sins, and its punishment is also execution.

The Prophet £ said:
Gy (pShae sy O dyp Ay Jor) (o lnser (Sl (STl e
Lo glBls v.(:&\.a;»

He who comes to you seeking to split your ranks and separate your
group while you are united under one ruler, then execute him.’

> Sahih Muslim in “The Book of Leadership” (1852), as well as the Musnad of Imam
Ahmad (4/341).
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This is from the diligence of Islim in preserving general policies in
the Islamic society.

Also, the affair of theft: its recompense in Islam is cutting off the

hand. Allih has said:
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Cut off (from the wrist joint) the (right) hand of the

thief, male or female, as a recompense for what they

committed, a punishment by way of example from
Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise.

[Siirah al-Ma'idah 5:38]

And the other examples of this are many. Due to this, we find that this
divine legislation alone is fit to set the entire world in order despite
the differences in structures, governments, languages, and customs;
and when it is in place, humanity will attain happiness and safety.

This is the affair, and the Islamic Figh Council, in conjunction with
the Islamic World League, in its 16" convention in 1422 AH in
Makkah al-Mukarramah, defined terrorism in its clarification. And
from what came in [this definition] is that terrorism is: “...transgres-
sion against individuals, societies, or governments and oppressing the
people in their religion, intellect, wealth, or honor. This comprises
striking fear, causing harm, [making] threats, and murdering without
right; and whatever resembles warfare and brings about fear in the
pathways, as well as highway robbery and all acts of violence and the
threats to do so by criminal individuals or organizations that seek
to cause fear among the people, harm them, or subject their life,
freedom, safety, or environment to danger. And from its catego-
ries is environmental harm or harming those who serve it or have
ownership, in general or specific, of some parts of it. Or subjecting
employees or civil servants to danger. All of this is from the forms of
corruption in the earth that Allaah # has prohibited the Muslims

from.”
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This is from the examples of definitions given in this regard. And from
that which we must draw attention to from the dangerous affairs,
which has caused great evil to spread to all of humanity, is seeking
to do away with Islamic terminology that has come in the Book of
Allzh ##. And this is the term “jihdd in Allah’s path,” as well as the
term al-wald' wal-bari' (allegiance and disassociation), and the likes
of this from the legislative terms. For indeed, there are those from the
governments and individuals who seek to erase this from the educa-
tional and general lives of the people, and they apply pressure in this
regard on the basis that they are combating terrorism and spreading
tolerance. This affair is the greatest reason for the spread of modern
terrorism. Why is this? This is due to several affairs:

Firstly: This causes foreign ideas to enter the legislation that was sent
down by the Lord of all that exists, which He is pleased with and has
commanded with. And this foreign interference is, itself, from the
greatest types of ideological and creed-based terrorism.

Secondly: These legislative terms, no matter how much one strives to
eradicate them, shall remain due to a reason that the Muslim and the
disbeliever knows, and it is the fact that this religion and this Qur'an
are from that which Allah has taken upon Himself to safeguard and
keep in place, as Allah said:

{ skl 4 G5 50 5 155 ) )y
Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the dbikr
(i.e., the Qur'an) and surely, We will guard it (from

corruption).
[Stirah al-Hijr 15:9]

Therefore, attempts to remove legislative terminologies and divine
acts of worship will not be successful no matter how earnest they are.
They will only have one result, and it is a failed attempt and only
removes these terms outwardly; meaning, on the surface. However,
the knowledge of them shall remain in the Qur'an and in the hearts

of the Muslims in terms of the belief system with which they worship
Allah.
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This means that the mention of [these terms] shall remain, and this
indicates that there will be an excellent climate for the merchants of
evil who will take advantage of these conditions and the prevention
of teaching these terms and acts of worship in a legislatively correct
manner according to it guidelines. Therefore, they will institute
slogans with which they rally the people, and the explanation of them
shall be in accordance with their desires and aims, and this is danger-
ous. So it is inconceivable for the Muslim to reject the legislative
nature of these terms.

The truest speech and the most correct book has come in the Book of
Allah; however, the meaning remains, and when clarification of the
correct meaning according to its guidelines is prevented and hidden,
false meanings will appear in an evident way without any legislative
authority to clarify it. At this time, mankind will be in a state of
loss and will be suppressed by way of terrorism, until this evil affair
returns back into its hole. This is what I wanted to clarify regarding
this term and some of what is connected to it.
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THE REASONS FOR TERRORISM
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In relation to the reasons for terrorism, I will make general mention
of them in that which follows:

The first of the reasons, and the most dangerous of them and that
which occurs most often and is more widespread:

1) Turning away from the application of Allah’s legislation on
earth.

When Allih %% created His creation, He knew best what would
benefit them. Allah said:
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Should not He Who has created know? And He is the
Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves), All-Aware

(of everything).
[Stirah al-Mulk 67:14]

Allah the Glorified has placed in this Islamic religion—which is the
seal of all religions— everything that will bring about the rectification
of mankind in their worldly affairs and the hereafter, if they apply it.
And Allah, Glorified be He, has preserved this religion for mankind
by preserving its constitution, which is the Noble Qur'an, which is,
in reality, the speech of the Lord of all that exists.

There is a reality that escapes the minds of many people, which is that

26



The Reasons For Terrorism

although we, as Muslims, desire that the legislation be applied in the
entire world, this does not mean that we wish to force all people to
enter Islam. Indeed, this is something that is not intended. Allah the
Exalted has said:

{ 2V 351V )
There is no compulsion in religion.
[Sirah al-Bagarah 2:256]

We call all to enter this religion and we desire good for all; however,
we do not compel anyone to enter the religion. Allih the Exalted
says:
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And had your Lord willed, those on earth would
have believed, all of them together. So, will you (O

Muhammad) then compel mankind, until they
become believers.

[Stirah Yinus 10:99]

In this regard, specifically, we desire all to apply Islam’s legislative
rulings. By way of this, everyone will be safe and secure. In the first
generations of Islam, mankind was living in a state of safety because
of the legislative rulings, and [living] in a time of overwhelming
bounty from which the Muslim and the non-Muslim benefited. The
rulings of Islam applied to all of them. Allih the Exalted has directed
us to the manners with which we are to deal with the non-Muslims in

rulings and judgments. Allah has said:
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So if they come to you (O Muhammad), either judge

between them or turn away from them. If you turn

away from them, they cannot hurt you in the least.

And if you judge, judge with justice between them.
Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.

[Stirah al-Ma'idah 5:42]

Distance from the legislation of Allah is the reason for the misguid-
ance, blindness, and misery we see today. Allah the Exalted has said:
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But whosoever turns away from My reminder, verily,
for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him
up blind on the Day of Resurrection.

[Siirah Ta-Ha 20:124]
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And the life of hardship is one that is restricted and full of misery.
Therefore, distance from applying policies that correspond with
Islam’s legislation—in the affairs of life, politics, economics, society,
safety, and other than that; all of these affairs are such that clarifica-
tion for them has come in Islam in a clear manner— turning away
from this is a reason for misery. And from that misery is the affair of
terrorism.

2) The second reason for terrorism is extremism, which is to
go beyond the bounds. This extremism, or that which is known as
at-tatarruf (ki) fanaticism) is very dangerous in any field, even if
it is camouflaged as religiousness.

Our religion of Islam has warned against it even if it is in the name of

religion. The Prophet £ said:
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Beware of extremism.®

¢ Reported by an-Nasa'i in “The Book of Ritual Acts of Hajj” (3057).
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And he £ also said:
. O)xja.'&aj\ Sla

Those who went to extremes were destroyed.”

Extremism or fanaticism takes place in the religion at times— this
is prohibited. At other times, it takes place in fighting against the
religion, and this is fanaticism in opposition. It is known that these
two are extreme opposites, and the connection between them is that
each of them is the antithesis of the other. Extremism in fighting
against the religion results in extremism and pigheadedness in the
religion; and the reverse is also true.

The religion of Allah is balanced between the two extremes of going
too far and being overly negligent. The Islamic ummah is balanced
between the various nations, and the extremists, in reality, do not
cling to the religion.

The Messenger of Allih £ said regarding the likes of these people:

He who turns away from my Sunnah is not from me.?

In opposition to them (i.e., those who are extreme in the religion)
are those who turn away from the religion and fight against it. This is
fanaticism in turning away from the religion, and it results in various
types of ideological or combative terrorism, or it can be a reason
for the growth of terrorism in response to this corrupt and deviant
methodology.

3) The third reason for terrorism is misconceptions. This means
that those who do these types of operations do not do them except
after mental and ideological preparations, and these preparations
are perhaps erroneous—either the individual is ignorant and thus

7 Reported by Muslim in “The Book of Knowledge” (2670), as well as by Abt Dawid in
“The Book of as-Sunnah” (4608), and in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad (1/386).

8 Sahih al-Bukhiri 5063 and Sahih Muslim 1401
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perceives things upon other than their reality, or he is a person of
desires and his whims have overtaken him to the point that he has
forgotten the truth or he feigns forgetfulness of it. Thus, he has begun
to search for what will make his criminal activity righteous.

Erroneous misconceptions can perhaps emanate from a past devia-
tion, and thus, deviant information reaches his hands. So he begins
to act based on that information, and he falls into that of which the
end result is not praiseworthy.

Allah &# has informed us regarding people who are from the inhabi-
tants of the Fire and those who shall have a painful punishment while
they wrongfully believed they were upon the truth. Allah has said:
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Say (O Muhammad): “Shall We tell you the greatest
losers in respect of (their) deeds? Those whose efforts
have been wasted in this life while they thought they
were acquiring good by their deeds! They are those
who deny the verses of their Lord and the meeting
with Him (in the hereafter). So their works are in

vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall not
give them any weight.”

[Stirah al-Kahf 18:103-105]

4) The fourth reason for terrorism is obstacles that stand in the
face of the true call. Placing obstacles by way of media, security, or
other than them in the face of the true call, which calls to Allah’s
religion upon clear insight and purification of the religion from
the filth of extremism, negligence, and the filth of fanaticism in all
its forms, is a reason for the appearance of terrorism. Rather, it is a
primary cause for its appearance and a facilitator for it entering the
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idle minds of those who are astray. The affair revolves around truth
and falsehood, so when the side of truth is weakened, then the side of
falsehood will manifest. And the reverse is also true.

Allah has said:
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So after the truth, what else can there be, save error?
How then are you turned away?

[Strah Yunus 10:32]
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The remedy for terrorism can possibly be found in several affairs;
from them is serious work in spreading and implementing the teach-
ings of Islam. This is done through a simplified presentation of Islam’s
teachings and its policies in the field of politics, the military, econom-
ics, society, and other than that. Likewise, [this is done through]
spreading these teachings among the people and implementing them.
This is because [these teachings] alone are what will actualize justice
and eradicate evil in all its forms. This places a great responsibility
upon those who specialize in this field, from the scholars, analysts,
and media experts in the Islamic world, upon whom it is obligatory

to fulfill (this duty) out of obedience to Allah, seeking His pleasure.

Also from the means to remedy terrorism is implementation and
institution of legislative knowledge that is predicated upon the Book
and the Sunnah with the understanding of the Salaf of this ummabh.

When we affirm that balance is the remedy for extremism in all its
forms—what is known from it today, as well as what is unknown —
then it is obligatory upon us to search for the balanced and equitable
path. Indeed, the true balanced path that will guarantee strength
and continuation upon that is completely clinging to the Book
and the Sunnah in accordance with the understanding of the Pious
Predecessors, because they were present when the revelation was
sent down, and they are the most knowledgeable of what Allih ##
intended and what the Messenger # intended, more so than other
than them.
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Allah the Exalted says:
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And verily, this is My Sti'aight Path, so follow it, and

follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you
away from His Path.

[Stirah al-An‘am 6:153]

Therefore, there are no paths other than the Straight Path of Allah or

the path of deviation and misguidance.

Allah the Exalted has said:
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And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger
(Muhammad) after the right path has been shown
clearly to him, and follows other than the believers’

way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen,
and burn him in Hell—what an evil destination.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:115]

The implementation of this balanced and upright methodology is
obligatory in the educational curriculums. It must also be spread via
media outlets by those who are in charge of mainstream media, and
also by the scholars, callers, and employees. It is a must that they
make the society aware of this affair, anticipating the reward of Allah,
the Majestic and High, from that. At that time, all will achieve happi-
ness, safety, and security.

From the means of treating terrorism is clarity and explicitness, and
fighting against this evil using media outlets, Islamic propagation,
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and other than this. There is no room for ambiguous terms, nor
is there room for the use of words that are vast in their meanings
and implications. We have a dangerous disease before us, and it is
being combated in the Islamic societies and other than them. Either
we will stand alongside them with firm resolve, feeling a sense of
responsibility before Allah #%, or we will be negligent in that. And
this negligence will bring about that of which the end result is not
praiseworthy. And we will bear a part of the responsibility and be
questioned before Allah .

Allah has said:
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(And remember) when Allih took a covenant from
those who were given the Scripture (Jews and
Christians) to make it known and clear to mankind,
and not to hide it, but they threw it away behind
their backs, and purchased with it some miserable
gain! And indeed worst is that which they bought.

[Siirah Ali ‘Imran 3:187]

Also from the means to remedy terrorism is free usage of the Islamic
terminologies and using them with clear guidelines so that there will
not be any room for the proponents of corruption and oppression.
And from them is the term jihdd, the term dar al-harb (sl s,
land of war), the term dar al-Islam (221 )3, land of Islam), and the
term waliyyul-amr () 19> Muslim ruler) —that which is obliga-
tory for him (the ruler) and obligatory upon [the people in regard to]
him.

Also, regarding covenants: their ratification and their nullification,
and who has the right to do so. Also, rebellion against the rulers: what
is its ruling? And other than this from the topics that are widespread
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in the Islamic environments and have a very strong effect.

It is obligatory upon us to implement guidelines regarding these
terminologies. At this time, I call the Figh Council to hold a specific
convention in which the scholars of the Muslims can meet and
present clarity therein, so we can extract legislative guidelines for
these terms in order for there to be no room for discussion from the
proponents of oppression.

Before I conclude this speech, I would like to draw attention to the
fact that the greatest means to trials and calamities—from terrorism
and other than it—is the appearance and spread of sins.

Allah the Exalted has said:
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Evil has appeared on land and sea because of what
the hands of men have earned (by oppression and evil

deeds, etc.), that Allah may make them taste a part of
what they have done, in order that they may return.

[Stuirah ar-Rum 30:41]
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Allah, Glorified be He, has also said:
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And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because
of what your hands have earned. And He pardons
much.

[Siirah ash-Shiira 42:30]

The path to treatment is repentance, and indeed, Allah has not sent
down any calamity except due to sins, nor has He removed any
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calamity except due to repentance.’

May Allah give everyone success in making sincere repentance; may
Allah rectify the affairs of the Muslims and protect us from evil and
calamities. Indeed, He is responsible for this and He is able to do so.

% Refer to Fath al-Biri by Ibn Hajar (2/497, #964), the statement of ‘Abbas 3.
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1) “Terrorism” is a term coined in order to combat it by way
of media outlets and by way of security on behalf of governments.
However, the understanding of it has not been clearly defined to this
day.

2) “Terrorism” in the Arabic language is the bringing about of
fear and terror; meaning, to cause fear.

3) The term al-irhab (<+\a}), terrorism) has not come in any of
the legislative texts— only its derivatives have come.

4) 'There is no legislative definition for terrorism, because this
term has not come in the legislative text.

5) The advent of the appearance of the term “terrorism” was in
the era between 1789 and 1799 CE at the hands of the French, and

this was known as the Era of Terror.

6) There is no connection between Islim and terrorism. This is
attested to by history, texts, and common sense.

7) Islam is at the forefront of combating this evil.

8) A number of technical definitions have come for the term
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“terrorism”; from them is the definition that was given by the Figh
Council, in conjunction with the Islamic World League, in its 16
convention in Makkah in 1422 AH, wherein it was stated [that its
definition is]: “Transgression against individuals, societies, or govern-
ments and oppressing the people in their religion, intellect, wealth, or
honor. This comprises striking fear, causing harm, [making] threats,
and murdering without right; and whatever resembles warfare and
brings about fear in the pathways, as well as highway robbery and all
acts of violence and the threats to do so by criminal individuals or
organizations that seek to cause fear among the people, harm them,
or subject their life, freedom, safety, or environment to danger. And
from its categories is environmental harm or harming those who
serve it or have ownership, in general or specific, of some parts of it.
Or subjecting employees or civil servants to danger. All of this is from
the forms of corruption in the earth that Allah 3% has prohibited the

Muslims from.”

9) Seeking to combat some religious terms on the basis of fight-
ing against terrorism and spreading tolerance is, itself, ideological and
belief-based terrorism. And it is a reason for the growth of terrorism
in all its forms.

10) Terrorism has various reasons: from them is negation of
Allah’s legislation and not applying it on the earth; extremism and
fanaticism; erroneous misconceptions; and obstacles that stand in the
face of the true Islamic call.

11) The remedy for terrorism lies in a number of means, such as:

* Spreading the application of the Islamic legislation, as
well as instituting legislative knowledge.

* Clarity and explicitness in combating this evil.

* Having guidelines for the usage of Islamic terminologies.

12) The call for the establishment of a committee in which the
scholars take part in clarifying the legislative terminologies that are
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important in this regard, and providing guidelines for them from a
legislative perspective.

13) From the greatest means and causes for calamities in all
their various forms is the spread of sins and their existence, and not
having one who will repudiate and call to account for them. And the
greatest treatment for this is repentance to Allah #2.

This is what I wanted to compile, and I ask Allah the Most High, the
Powerful, to benefit the one who wrote it, the one who reads it, and
the one who reviews it by way of this effort, and that he protect our
ummah from the evil of calamities, what is apparent from them and
what is hidden. And that He show us the truth as being the truth
and provide us with following it. And that He show us falsehood as
being falsehood and provide us with avoidance of it. Indeed, Allh is
responsible for this and able to do so.
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Shaykh Muhammad bin Hadi

This is deception, and this is beguilement of our children and our
youth. They take the children and use them to push forward to the
various locations; fierce battles! Only Allah knows what has occurred
therein! No, what is more than that: these very groups that call
themselves jihid groups are warring against each other!

The group ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq and Syria) is fighting the group
ISIJ (Islamic State in Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula) while the group
IS] is fighting al-Qaeda! And I don't know who al-Qaeda is fighting!
Killing and fighting! This is their condition. We have seen this with
our own eyes; meaning, we are not absent from what occurs on the
scene.

So where is this “Islam” they are calling to?! Where is this jihid they
are calling to?!

Allah has honored this ummah with jihidd— the ummabh of jihid, the
ummah of Muhammad #—but jihid has guidelines, conditions,
and principles; and there are qualified people who clarify its legis-
lative rulings. And there are people responsible for declaring war as
leaders; they are those who are listened to and obeyed.

As for these individuals (meaning, ISIS, ISIJ, al-Qaeda, and all
other terrorist groups), they are only callers to fitnah (disorder

19 Translated by Rasheed Barbee; this is a segment taken from a longer speech.
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and mayhem). And what they call jibid is, in reality, disorder and
mayhem. Whether they like it or not, we say it loudly: it is disorder
and mayhem.

We ask Allah the Exalted to save our children from them. And all
praises belong to Allah, the One who has granted our leaders in this
land the ability to explain this. From the very first day, they clarified
the difference between jihdd and terrorism. This is from the disasters
brought upon the Islamic nation, from Afghanistan to Tunisia to the
borders of Turkey, and in the Arab world, and they call it jihdd! In
reality, it is not jihad; rather, it is calamity and corruption. We ask
Allah for safety and security.

O Allah, grant us safety and security. I ask Allah the Exalted to return
the misguided Muslims to Him with a good return. I ask Him to give
us success to every good, and to distance our land and the Muslim
lands from every evil, and to divert every type of evil from the people
of Islam. Verily, He is Generous and Kind.
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

Question: O Shaykh—may Allah bless you—what is your state-
ment concerning ISIS, that which is being disseminated by the
broadcast, the television, and other means of communication? May

Allah bless you.
Shaylkh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli: All praises belong to Allah, the Lord

of all that exists, and may the most complete prayers and blessings be
upon the one who was sent as a mercy for the creation, and upon his
family and his Companions collectively.

As to what follows:

From the undeniable affairs of the religion is that all good is found
in what was brought by Muhammad # and practiced by the
Companions #2, as Allih the Exalted sent Muhammad £ as a mercy
for all the creation.
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And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as
a mercy to the worlds.

[Sirah al-Anbiya' 21:107]

He completed the religion for him. And the Companions #2

1 Translated by Rasheed Barbee
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understood Allih’s religion with a sound understanding, and they
implemented it in an upright manner. Thus, they filled the parts of
the earth that they reached with good and blessings, and the people
entered Islim in crowds. This was until a people appeared in Islam
who began to sprout seeds; they believed they had a better under-
standing of Allah’s religion than the Companions of the Messenger
of Allah #%. And they believed they had a greater jealousy for Allah’s
religion than the Companions of the Messenger of Allah #§. And they
were none other than the Khawarij. These Khawarij appear in every
generation, and each time they appear, they will be cut off (disap-
pear).

The first of them and the last of them are as they have been described
by the Prophet #: they are those with new teeth (i.e., young in
age), with foolish thoughts and ideas; they will speak with the best
speeches. They will recite the Qur'an while believing it is in their
favor, while in reality, it will be against them. Their faith will not
go beyond their throats. They will kill the people of Islim and leave
the idol worshipers alone. They will declare everyone who opposes
them to be a disbeliever. Consequently, whoever opposes them is a
disbeliever [in their view], one whose blood is permissible, and whose
wealth can be forcefully taken and their women enslaved. ’

One of them said during Hajj, “Do you see those pilgrims perform-
ing Hajj? Their number is about three million, while there is not one
man among them who knows Allah.” (Meaning, none of them are
Muslim).

O my brothers: The Khawarij— meaning, their forefathers—
declared ‘Ali & to be a disbeliever because he fought without taking
the wealth or enslaving the women. So this is their mindset.

And those who are from the Khawirij are present in ISIS! Thus, they
have every description found in the Khawirij, while others from them
have some traits of the Khawarij. And all of them are in opposition
to the Sunnah and harmful to the wmmah, turning their weapons
upon Ahlus-Sunnah with the argument that they (Ahlus-Sunnah) are
apostates and hypocrites, so killing them (Ahlus-Sunnah) takes prece-
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dence over killing a Jew or a Christian.

During Ramadan, the Jews attacked Gaza and killed the Muslims,
while they (ISIS) were in Iraq and Sham. Did they turn to Palestine
to protect the Muslims? No, by Allah; rather, they turned toward the
borders of Saudi Arabia, the country of twhid and the Sunnah, on
Jumu‘ah, the first Jumu‘ah of the month of Ramadan, during the
time for Jumu‘ah prayer. This is because they knew the Saudi military
would be praying Jumu‘ah. And they blew up a car on those who
were present to perform security; and they entered the country to
cause corruption, but Allah caused them to fail.

Our brothers from Ahlus-Sunnah in Yemen were being killed by the
Houthi Rafidah (Shi‘ah) while al-Qaeda was present in Yemen with
their weapons and munitions. They did not move, not even once, to
protect Ahlus-Sunnah. Rather, they mocked them and were happy at
their loss.

Do you anticipate any good from the likes of these individuals? They
oppose the scholars, while the ummah will not gain strength except
by adhering to the scholars. Thus, it is not permissible, O brothers, to
be deceived by beautiful speech, because it comes in a hadith that the
Prophet # said about them:
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They beautify speech while having evil actions.?

They beautify speech while having evil actions. Now they are saying
they want to establish the kbilafah, they want to rule by the legisla-
tion of Allah upon some of the Muslims, upon Ahlus-Sunnah. They

want to imprison everyone who opposes them.

So I swear by the One besides whom there is no deity worthy of
worship, I swear by the One besides whom there is no deity worthy
of worship, I swear by the One besides whom there is no deity worthy
of worship: It is not permissible for a Muslim to love them! And it is

2 Sunan Abi Dawid 4765
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not permissible for a Muslim to supplicate for them except for [their]
guidance. And it is not permissible for the Muslim, in whatever land
he may be, to give them the pledge of allegiance.

My advice, O brothers, is to praise Allah for what you are upon. Stay
in your houses, and obey the rulers except in disobedience to Allah.
And advise them using the legislated paths, and call to tawhid and the
Sunnah. And you are upon good, inshiAllih.
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Shaykh ‘Ubayd al-Jabiri

All of the new da'wah groups are upon misguidance and the path of
desires, so let the Muslims beware of them, their commoners and their
elite. If they do not respond to this clarification, then they are disobe-
dient to Allah and His Messenger and the leaders of the Muslims.
This is a major sin from the major sins. We say this, and we couldn’t
care less about these groups of opposition, from the Tablighis, the
Ikhwanis, and those who have emanated from them and who take
from them. The jamdiah that is the jamaah of the truth, guidance,
and the Sunnah, is the Salafis. The enemy of Allih has lied when he
said that ISIS is an offshoot of Salafiyyah. -

O Allah, make him stand for dispute (on the Day of Judgment);
cause him to be preoccupied with himself and his wealth such that
it harms him; allow us to see a lesson in him and those like him, and
make him a lesson for those who reflect, O Ever-Living Sustainer, O
Owner of Majesty and Honor.

1 Source: http://www.sahab.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=146597
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TERRORISTS) ARE THE DOGS OF THE
| HELLFIRE#
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Shaykh ‘Abdul-Qadir al-Junayd

Question: The second question: What is the meaning of the state-
ment of the Prophet £ [in which he said] that the Khawirij are the
dogs of the Fire?

Answer: Dogs of the Fire; it has been said that they are the dogs of
the Fire because they will be in Jahannam in the image of dogs. Or (it
is also said) that they, in the Hellfire, will be transformed into dogs
due to the severity of their punishment.

Questioner: May Allah reward you, O Shaykh.
Shaykh: Amin.

1 Translated by Raha Batts
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Shaykh Muhammad Ramzan

These Khawarij stood in opposition to ‘Ali bin Abi Talib. They came
to an area called Harara', hence, they were called al-Hariiriyyah.
You will find the Khawarij under the names al-Qaeda, ISIS, etc.; the
names are not important, all of them are Khawarij. (They are known
as): al-Azariqah, al-Hariiriyyah, al-Qaeda; and they are the most
despicable of the Khawarij.

They incite the people, while they do not go out, and how numerous
are they in our lands! As Abi Umamah said when the heads of the
Khawarij in Sham were killed: “(They are) dogs of the Hellfire.” A
man nearby said, “Did you say this?” He said, “The Messenger of
Allah # said it.” ‘The man said, “Did you hear him say it?” He said,
“By Allah, I would never be so bold (as to lie on the Prophet). Indeed,
I have heard it, I have heard it, I have heard it.” Then he turned to the
youth and said, “Indeed, they are abundant in your land.”

Yes! By Allah, they are abundant in our lands. May Allah cut off
their evil, uproot them, and place their affairs in disarray. May Allah
expose their covering and not actualize their objectives for them and
may Allah not raise their flag. They are a devious plot and conspiracy
against Islam and its people. Then after this, there come those who
praise them just as ‘Imran bin Hittdn praised the murderer of Ali

15 Translated by Raha Batts
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bin Abi Talib; he venerated him by calling him the best of Allah’s
creation, (saying in lines of poetry):
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What a blow from a pious person who did not seek by way of it,
Except to attain from the Possessor of the Throne, His pleasure.

Indeed, I remembered him one day and deem him to be,

The purest of the creation with Allah in the scales (of good deeds).

Look at this false praise! Do not be shocked, for there comes from
the callers to falsehood he who praises them. Their callers and their
icons are known. The Rawafid, we know that they have a state and
they have icons. The Khawarij are the same; thus, we read through-
out history. The greatest of that which has spread the ideology of
the modern Khawarij is the Egyptian group al-Ikhwin al-Muslimin,
which was founded by Hasan al-Banna. And Sayyid Qutb (likewise)
spewed the venom of the Khawarij. And ‘Abdullih ‘Azzim took his
cup and az-Zawahiri and Osama bin Laden drank it. They spread it
by injecting it in all their followers until they became poisoned with

this ideology.

This is the reality, for we still find those who praise them among
our sons. You wouldn’t be amazed that this is present when you
hear who nurtured and taught them the praise and magnification
of these people. Al-Qaeda is the foundation in this era, and it gave
rise to those groups and parties. Now its offspring is ISIS and Jabhah
an-Nusrah. There is no difference between Jabhah an-Nusrah and
ISIS except like that of a coin which flips like this and like that (i.e.,
they are two sides of the same coin). Their differences are political
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and worldly differences. As for their methods, their ideologies, and
their creed, they are one. I am amazed at those who speak and impli-
cate specific people sternly and talk about ISIS, but they are silent
regarding Jabhah (an-Nusrah) as if it is purer and closer to Allah.
Rather, all of them are Khawirij and utilize the same methods, creed,
and ideologies, even if they are different [in name].

The Khawarij fall into three affairs:
1) Withdrawing from the Jama‘ah
2) Declaring the rulers to be ciisbelievers
3) Isolating themselves

And how similar is tonight to last night (i.e., they are the same today
as they were in former times).

I will mention to you an incident that occurred with A'ishah #2. A
woman named Mu‘adhah came to her. Pay attention; why is it that
we warn? Because warning is a legislative methodology. Are the likes
of this speech suitable for the common folk? Listen to what occurred.
A woman came to A'ishah # and said, “O dear mother, why is it
that the menstruating woman makes up the fast but does not make
up the prayer?”

It is known that the Khawarij desired to oppose the evidences
and texts. So when [A'ishah] saw this divergence that contained
something problematic for this questioner, it was a must that the
question be answered so as to clear up the problematic issue and to
make the affair clear. What did [A'ishah] say to her? She said, “Are
you a Hartiriyyah?” Pay attention. She said, “Are you a Harariyyah?”
This is a class of the Khawarij. They are called Khawarij due to their
creed, as the Prophet # described them.

I add to what my brother, Shaykh ‘Awad, mentioned, that there are
ten ahddith. Rather, there are more than a hundred! In the Sahihayn'®
there are 30 ahaidith. In the Sahihayn there are more than 30 ahadith

16 Translator’s Note: Meaning, Sahih al-Bukhbari and Sahih Muslim
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regarding the Khawirij and their description.

She said, “Are you a Hariiriyyah?” The woman was a small Tabi‘iyyah
who was ignorant of the rulings of fasting and prayer and making up
(the two) and menses, but she was not ignorant of the Harariyyah.
She didn’t say, “O dear mother, who are the Hartiriyyah? I dont know
what you are saymg, what do you intend?”

She said, “Are you a Hariiriyyah?” [And the woman] replied, “No,
dear mother.” For she knew the meaning of al-Harariyyah, because
the voice of warning had reached the common folk so they could
- beware of the groups and the Khawarij. She said, “No, dear mother.
However, I am only asking.” So she saw that it was not proper for the
answer to be a detailed one; rather, the answer was in connection to

the issue she had.

What did [A'ishah] say? “This is what we have been commanded
with.” This is the detailed answer by way of which guidelines are
formulated for many issues; the legislative affair is for us to say, “We
hear and we obey.” However, the Khawarij say, “We hear and we
disobey.” And how similar is tonight to last night.

Today, they withdraw from the Jama‘ah, make zkfir of the rulers,
and formulate their own jamdah. I am not saying anything except
what has emanated from our lands in warning against and catego-
rizing these people as being from the Khawarij, may Allah glve them
(those who warn) success.

In reality, [the Khawarij] have many branches. From them are the
Surariyyah (y9u), who are no different from the Haririyyah
(42,9 ~M) with the exception of the siz () and the 44 () only. Besides
this, (they both display) withdrawal from the Jama‘ah, declaration of
the ruler being a disbeliever, and refusal of allegiance to him. These
are the Khawarij; and the Khariji is not only the one who deems those
who commit major sins to be disbelievers. This is (only) some of what
the Khawarij are described with, while they are (of different) groups.
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APPENDIX. THEY SAY THAT HEARING AND
OBEYING THE RULERS IS THE MANHAJ OF
THE JAMIS?Y
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Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

Questioner: Eminent Shaykh, this question is: What is your view
regarding the one who says that (the concept of) hearing and obeying
the leader is Jami terminology? And who are the Jamis?

Shaykh: Who is the one who said:
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O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger, and those who are in authority amongst
you.

[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:59]

Who is the one who said this; al-Jami? Allih 3% said it. Who is the
one who said:
LAe VS"J&J:U Ob csﬁuaj\j @MJ‘J caldl S $a0 r&paj

It is upon you to have zaqwa of Allah, and to hear and obey; even if a
slave is appointed to lead over you.'®

17 Translated by Raha Batts
8 Sunan Abi Dawnd 4607
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Did al-Jami say it? Or did this sinful hypocrite say it? We ask Allah
for security. What is important is that you should not pay attention
to these affairs.

Questioner: However, they always say that this is the manbaj of the
Jamis; is there a jama ab called the Jamis?

Shaykh: They are the ones who contrived this name. This is like
when they said “Wahhabis”; are there some Wahhibis who depart
from what the Salaf of this ummah and its Imams were upon? These
are names that they use to chase (people) away from the truth; [only]
names that they use to chase (people) away from the truth. They
should be paid no mind.
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APPENDIX: FROM DHIKR BEADS TO
KHUROJ (REBELLION): THE DANGER OF
SMALL INNOVATIONS?® 20
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Shaykh Khalid ‘Uthman al-Misri

It is upon he who desires safety in his religion to beware of innova-
tions, both small and large; and he should not belittle any innovation.
For example, there are those who make light of the innovation of
tasbih*' upon dhikr beads. Had the Companions seen these dhikr
beads, they would have repudiated them sternly, as Ibn Mas‘id criti-
cized the people counting out the zakbir,** the tablil, the tasbih, and
the tahmid?** with stones. There is no difference between the one who
makes tasbih with stones and the one who does so with dhikr beads.
This one is an innovation and that one is an innovation.

‘The dhikr beads are a small innovation in the eyes of some, and they
think it is only disliked and that it (simply) opposes what is better.
But the strongest view is that it is prohibited. The prohibition is from
two perspectives:

First: It is from the newly-invented matters in dhikr that neither the

1 Translated by Raha Batts

2 Translator’s Note: This is excerpted from a class with Shaykh Khalid on the book Sharh
as-Sunnah by Imam al-Barbahari.

2 Saying SubhanAllah (Glorified be Allah).

22 Saying Allihu Akbar (Allah is Great).

2 Saying /i ilaha ill-Allih (None has the right to be worshiped except Allah).
24 Saying al-hamdu lillah (All praise is for Allih).
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Messenger £ nor anyone from his Companions did.

Second: The verifiers have affirmed that these dbikr beads were taken
from the Christians and the Hindus. He who enters the Christian
churches will find these dbikr beads, as will he who enters the Hindu
temples. The Prophet £ said:

-
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He who imitates a people is from them.?

Therefore, it is not permissible to resemble the polytheists in their
practices. This is a great prohibited matter that could lead to kufr.

Due to this, using dhikr beads to make tasbih, tahlil, and tahmid is a
prohibited innovation, and he who does it is on the verge of falling
into a larger innovation. This is the case of many people. You find
him making light of an innovation, then after that you find him
falling into big innovations, like £hurij, which is the manhaj of the
Khawarij that is based upon declaring the sinners from the Muslims
to be disbelievers and deeming their blood to be permissible; this
was the case of those people who were making zasbih with the stones.
Their end result was the same.

% Sunan Abi Dawid 4031
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APPENDIX: DEMOLISHING THE STATEMENT OF
AL-KALBANI?® THAT ISIS IS AN OFFSHOOT OF
SALAFIYYAH?*

— <%

Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Bukhari

That which you saw last night or a few days ago from the Tweet, as
they say, or the offensive screech, or the (donkey’s) bray, from one of
the deviant astray individuals, wherein he described and attributed
to this blessed dawah, the true and pure madhhab of the true victo-
rious group—as-Salafiyyah, the pure dzwah which is true Islam, the
true statement— this person named al-Kalbani, the slanderous one
who Tweeted, as they say, or let out an offensive screech, that those
deviant renegade Khawarij called ISIS are a branch of Salafiyyah; he
has lied and done evil. He has only said slander and falsehood.

This speech is such that its falsity is obvious and suffices us from
having to refute it. As it is said: “Habits that we are familiar with from
Akhzam.”?® Every calamity that they are behind, once its hideousness
becomes clear to the people, they attach those despicable and abhor-
rent acts to the blessed Salafi dzwab. This is what they do; and this is
how they succeed one another from former times, just as their deviant
predecessors would do likewise.

26 This is a reference to the reciter ‘Adil al-Kalbani, who is very active on Twitter and has
more than 1 million followers.

%7 Translated by Raha Batts

2 Translator’s Note: This is an Arab proverb, the meaning of which is: These are wayward
and ill behaviors that we are accustomed to from this person.
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APPENDIX: HOW CAN YOU BE A MARTYR
IF YOU ARE IN THE HELLFIRE?!?*
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Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

Some people say these individuals are martyrs. SubhinAllih! The
person who kills himself is a martyr?! The person who burns himself
up is a martyr?! As for the person who kills himself, Allah has threat-
ened him with the Hellfire. Allah the Exalted said:
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And do not kill yourselves. Surely, Allah is Most

Merciful to you. And whoever commits that through

aggression and injustice, We shall cast him into the
Fire, and that is easy for Allah.

[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:29-30]
Is the person who kills his Muslim brother, his Muslim sister, and the
Muslim children, a martyr?! This person is an aggressor, an oppres-

sive transgressor. How can an oppressive, transgressing aggressor be a
martyr?!

A man came to the Messenger of Allah and said:

» Translated by Rasheed Barbee
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“O Messenger of Allah, what should I do if 2 man comes wanting
to take my wealth:?” He replied, “Don’t give him your wealth.” [The
man)] said, “What if he kills me?” He replied, “You will be a martyr.”
[The man] said, “What if I kill him?” He replied, “He will be in the

Fire.”30

He will be in the Hellfire. The person who oppresses the Muslims,
kills them, and violates them — if this person is killed, he will be in
the Fire. How can he be a martyr while he is in the Hellfire?

30 Sahih Muslim 140
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BOMBERS?* 32
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Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan

All praises belong to Allah who sent His Prophet with the guidance
and the religion of truth, so he conveyed the truth, carried out the
trust, and made clear to the people what was revealed to them from
their Lord; may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, his
family, and his Companions, the flag bearers of guidance, the radiant
lamps in the darkness of night. Allah the Exalted said:
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It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) the
Book (this Qur'an). In it are verses that are entirely

clear; they are the foundations of the Book, and others
not entirely clear. So as for those in whose hearts there

AY

3! Translated by Rasheed Barbee

% Translator’s Note: This article was published in the Al Jazeera newspaper in 2004,
translated into English in 2006, and disseminated online in both languages. The author of
this article is the well-known, highly respected scholar, Shaykh Salih al-Fawzin, a member
of the Permanent Committee of Senior Scholars in Saudi Arabia.
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is a deviation (from the truth), they follow what is not

entirely clear thereof, seeking a/-fitnab (trials, tribu-

lations, etc.), and seeking for its hidden meanings,

but none knows its hidden meanings except Allah.

And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say,

“We believe in it; the whole of it (clear and unclear
verses) is from our Lord.”

[Stirah Ali ‘Imran 3:7]

The “unclear verses” are those verses where the intended meaning is
not understood until it is referred back to other texts; and the other
texts explain the meaning. And the “clear verses” are those verses that
do not need other verses to explain their intended meaning. This
is similar to the unrestricted and the restricted; the specific and the
general; what is stated in brief and what is mentioned in detail; and
the verse that abrogates another verse and the verse that is abrogated.

This level of discernment is not known except by those who are firm
in knowledge, those who refer the unclear verses back to the clear
verses in order for the clear verses to explain the unclear verses. And
the scholars say, “We believe in it; the whole of it (clear and unclear
verses) is from our Lord.” Therefore, some of Allah’s speech explains
other parts of His speech, and parts of His speech make clear other
parts of His speech.

But as for the people who have a disease in their hearts and those
who are astray, then they seek proof from the unclear verses; just like
Imam Ahmad %% said: “And they leave the clear verses alone, seeking
some fitnah (trials, tribulations, etc.), and they split apart what Allih
has commanded them to join, and they spread corruption in the
land, and they say, “We are taking our proofs from the Qur'an,” but in
reality, they don’t take their proofs from the Qur'an; rather, they take

parts of it and leave other parts.”

They are like the ones who use as a proof the statement of Allih the
Exalted:
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Woe be to those who pray...
[Stirah al-Ma“iin 107:4]

[They use this] as a proof to leave off the prayer. But they dont use
the verse that comes after that, which is:

{ Ohl pedll 2 03 o)l )
...those who delay their prayer from their stated fixed

times.
[Stirah al-Ma‘in 107:5]

And it is possible that they are not from those who have a disease
in their hearts; rather, they could be from those who are ignorant,
from those who pretend to have knowledge, or from those who are
overzealous upon ignorance; and they are not from those who are
firm upon knowledge, nor do they return their affairs back to those
who are firm upon knowledge. So they fall into destruction and they
cause others to fall into destruction.

Take, for example, those during our time who cause havoc and
destruction, those who terrorize the people and cause corruption
throughout the land. They have taken to blowing up buildings and
demolishing them upon whoever is inside them. And they are killing
the people that Allah has forbidden them to kill; (and they have
been forbidden to be killed) either because they are Muslims, they
are non-Muslims who have a covenant with the Muslims, or they are
non-Muslims under the protection of the Muslims.

And they use as a proof (to terrorize and kill them) the statement of
the Messenger of Allah £, “Remove the Jews and Christians from the
Arabian Peninsula.”

But what they dont know is:

1) The one being addressed here is the Muslim ruler who is in
charge of the affairs of the people, and [the Prophet] is not addressing
just anyone from among the people. And the proof for this is that
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the Companions of the Messenger of Allah #2 never acted upon this
individually; rather, the only one who acted upon this was ‘Umar bin
al-Khattab, who was the second Muslim ruler (after the death of the
Prophet £5). This is proof that the one who is to carry out this action
is the leader of the Muslims, if he sees a greater benefit in carrying out
this action.

2) The Messenger of Allih & said, “Remove them”; he did not
say “kill them” and he did not say “act treacherously towards them
when you have given them safety.”

Rather, Allah the Exalted said to His Prophet £:
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And if any one of the pagans seeks your protection,
then grant him protection, so that he may hear the
word of Allah (the Qur'an), and then escort him to

where he can be secure.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:6]

And “returning him to where he can be secured” means returning
him to his land, safe and sound, because Islam is a religion that calls
for one to fulfill his promises. It is not a religion that calls for treach-

ery.

The Prophet Muhammad # said, “Whoever has killed a person
that had a treaty with the Muslims shall not smell the fragrance of
Paradise, though its fragrance is found for a span of 40 years.”*

3) Removing the Jews and Christians from the Arabian
Peninsula does not prohibit them from being employed to perform
the jobs that they do, and then returning them to their lands after
they have completed their task; such as the ambassadors, the workers,
the merchants, or the ones who have specialty skills that the Muslims

33 Related in Sahib al-Bukhiri and Sahih Muslim
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need while they don’t have anyone to fulfill that certain need.

And the Prophet Muhammad #& hired a pagan to show him the way
to Madinah during his migration. And the Prophet # took a loan
from a Jewish man in his city of Madinah. And a Christian man from
Najran (a city in southwestern Saudi Arabia near the Yemeni border)
entered upon him while he was in his masjid and negotiated with
him. And Thamamah bin Uthal** was tied up in the muasjid while he

was a pagan.

Verily, what those ignorant people are doing by way of destruction
and killing those who have been giving safety by the Muslims is only
a distortion of Islam, and it is turning people away from Islam. It is
not permissible, and it is disobedience to Allih and His Messenger.
Therefore, it is obligatory for those who want to save themselves
and those who have any sense left to return to what is correct and to
repent to his Lord. ‘

And the leader of the Muslims has presented them with the chance
to return to what is correct and to repent, and if they do that then
they will be treated fairly. And the one who repents from a sin is like
the one who does not have a sin, and the repentance wipes out what
came before it. So it is obligatory upon them to repent to Allih and
to throw down their weapons, and to put their hands in the hands of
their Muslim brothers, and to adhere to listening to and being obedi-
ent to the Muslim leaders.

And Allih the Exalted said:
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3 Translator’s Note: Thumimah bin Uthal was a prisoner of war who was tied in the
Prophet’s. masjid in Madinah. The Prophet Muhammad # ordered that he be treated well
and brought food. He was released after his third day of captivity, whereupon he accepted
Islam.
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O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the
Messenger and those in authority among you. And if
you disagree over anything, refer it to Allih and the
Messenger, if you should believe in Allah and the Last
Day. That is the best [way] and best in result.

[Stirah an-Nisa' 4:59]

And the Prophet £ said, “I command you to hear and obey even if a
slave is put in charge of you.”

And he said, “Whoever defected from the obedience (to the ruler)
and separated from the main body and dies would have died the
death of the times of ignorance.”

Ending with this, I ask Allah to guide those Muslims who are astray
and to return their mistakes to what is correct; and may the peace
and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and his
Companions.

Salih al-Fawzan
Member of the Permanent Committee of Scholars
Thursday 22 Rabi’ ath-Thani 1425 AH*

3 Taken from: http://www.sahab.net/forums/index.php?showtopic=45122
64



APPENDIX: THE STRANGEST DREAM IN
HISTORY?3¢

<

Shaykh Raslan

(Listen) to the evidence that will prove to you the ignorance of ISIS.
They permit the spilling of blood, killing, explosions, and causing
chaos in the Muslim lands all based upon a dream! Aba Yahya
al-Libi—his real name is Muhammad Qa'id—had the strangest
dream in the history of mankind! This is the man Ayman az-Zawahiri
said is one of their major scholars. He collected what the Shaytan
showed him in a dream into three essays. This was to justify killing

the Muslims!

The First Dream: He said he saw the Prophet £ while he was deliv-
ering a sermon on the pulpit and he was wearing a white turban. As
he was speaking about the current events, he said, “All of the blood
spilled during these calamities in the Muslim world is on my neck.”
And then he placed his hand on his neck (a gesture the Arabs do to
show their truthfulness).

Thus, he claims that all of the unjustified killings perpetrated at the
hands of the Khawirij are on the Prophet #£! Have you (ever) seen
a greater crime than this?! The devils from mankind play with the
Jihadis, corrupting their belief system and thus allowing the devils
from the jinn to play with them. And perhaps these devils from the
Jjinn are also from the Khawarij.

% Translated by Rasheed Barbee
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The Second Dream: He said, “While I was asleep, I heard a voice
from the heavens—and I believe it was the voice of Prophet Dawiid
¥ —and he was saying to the mujihidin, ‘Be patient; verily, you are
upon the truth. Be patient, for verily you will be victorious.” Then
I entered a room and I heard Allah say in a clear voice, ‘Is it not
enough for the mujahidin that I am pleased with them and I will
never be angry with them?’”

They tell one another, “Kill, spill blood, blow things up, Allh is
pleased with you; the Prophet #£ will bear your sins.” And they expect
to achieve victory by lying on Allah and His Messenger. Allih is free
from them; the Messenger of Allah £ is free from them!?

% Translator’s Note: Dreams are ot a source of legislation. Ibn al-Qayyim & said,
“Dreams are similar to déja vu: some of it is from the Most Merciful, while some of it is
from the Shaytan. The dreams of the prophets are revelation because they are protected
from the Shaytin. And the ummah agrees upon this. For this reason, Ibrahim ¥ started
to sacrifice his son Isma‘il ¥ based upon his dream. But as for everyone other than the
prophets, their dreams must be viewed in light of clear revelation. And if it does not agree
with revelation, it cannot be implemented.” (Madarij as-Salikin 1/81)
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APPENDIX. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN
DRUGS AND TERRORISM?32

e <%

Shaykh Muhammad Bazmul

I have no doubt, as it relates to this occurrence, that drugs are from
the nearest paths that lead a person to terrorism. Perhaps the desire
to actualize repentance from drugs is a reason for traversing upon
the path of terrorism, since the people of falsehood beautify acts of
terrorism for him, calling them by other than their (actual) name, so
he begins murdering the innocent and those with whom there is a
treaty (of peace) as an act in which (according to their claim) martyr-
dom is sought; blowing up the resources of the land and deeming it
to be a heroic act; striking fear and causing chaos, (deeming it to be)

legislative jihdid.

Perhaps he has repented; however, he wants to affirm that he is truth-
ful in his tawbah. He wants to cut off, from himself, all paths that
could lead him to his previous state, so he traverses upon this path to
emphasize his repentance in himself and cut off the path to relapse.

Perhaps he traverses upon (the path of) extremism to stress to the
people that he has repented and turned back (to Alldh), so these
people use him to carry out what they want and they deceive him.
This is the connection between drugs and terrorism. You see it and it
has become clear!

From what has preceded, you know one of the reasons for the
immoral backgrounds found in many of those who delve into terror-

38 Taken from the book Drugs and Their Effect Upon the Mind, translated by Raha Batts.
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ism. The Royal Prince Nayif bin ‘Abdul-Aziz Al Sa‘id, Minister of
Internal Affairs, said in an interview: “Unfortunately, many of them
have backgrounds that are immoral. Know that by way of this extrem-
ism or this action, or those who say to them or deceive them (into
thinking that) this action shall erase all of their sins, this (extremism)
increases them in sin; and it is more and more evil.”®

So the connection between drugs and terrorism is very clear.

Shaykh Bizmil continues later in the book:

Practical experience affirms that approaching terrorism and drugs
from a security standpoint alone is not feasible.

As for drugs, its history makes clear that addiction to it is an old
human practice, and many times it is connected to the culture of
the people, the societies, habits, and customs. Similarly, addiction to
drugs, and their manufacture and sale, is organized, or it is a network
based upon connections, circumstances, supply, and demand. So the
treatment of the problem must be done in a systematic fashion, focus-
ing on the societies, trade, supply, and demand. Hence, the treatment
is by way of the following affairs:

1) Decreasing the demand for drugs by way of awareness.

2) Addressing the economical and societal reasons for addiction.
In some of the provinces and areas, the life of the people depends on
drugs, and it is impossible to eliminate their production except by
establishing projects for economic growth in their place.

From that which gradually leads the youth to addiction is:

1) Deeming experimentation to be light, which curiosity and
so-called “courage” leads to.

2) Breakdown of the family

3) Educational failure

% Ar-Riyad Newspaper 21/2/1428 AH.

68



Appendix: The Connection Between Drugs And Terrorism

4) Poverty
5) Unemployment

6) Being influenced by one’s environment, from one’s friends,
town, schools, and universities.

Drug dealers utilize economic and legal covering, as well as societal
activities and politics, to protect them from prosecution. Therefore,
the treatment needs leadership and political and security-conscious
initiatives for the many facets of the problem; this will protect the
society from the infiltration of drug gangs into the influential insti-
tutions, affecting them and preventing them from attempting to
launder the drug money.

The centers for treating addicts in the Arab and Islamic lands are still
deficient in meeting the needs of all the sick. Similarly, their methods
bring about many hindrances and problems. They still are looked
at as a branch of the mental health facilities. Treatment takes a long
time and substantial costs, and most people are not able to afford it,
nor are most governments.

Since prevention is better than treatment, and “an ounce of preven-
tion is better than a pound of cure” (as they say), then we will
mention the following matters:

1) The importance of legal and societal awareness of the dangers

of drugs.
2) The importance of building individuals who have the skills

and religious abilities to combat life’s problems and treat them
without weakness, dejectedness, or a defeatist mentality.

3) The necessity of the family to respond to all its members with
this awareness such that they are vigilant in dealing with each member
about whom it is feared he is involved with (drugs); ready to respond,

“ Source: Al Jazeera website, 2001 archives: “Drugs are the Scourge of the Era” (with
additions).
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by Allab’s permission, to his falling into it. If the family notices a
change in their son’s behavior, such that he becomes neglectful in his
studies, his food, and his clothing, and he is frequently missing from
the home, has lost what he used to have from manners and etiquettes,
has become poor in terms of his interactions, and is frequently intro-
verted and withdrawn, then these are from the primary signs befitting
for the family to observe. It is upon them, as well, to take notice of his
friends. Has his group of friends changed, or is there a new element
therein? It is also upon the family to cooperate with the authorities in
order to protect their son from circles around him that they begin to
notice are seeking to drive him towards this calamity.*!

4) It is upon the family to spare its members from psychologi-
cal problems by exerting increased efforts in giving importance to its
members. So it is upon the parents to allow the children the oppor-
tunity to have their opinions and thoughts heard, as well as their
views, aspirations, problems, and what they encounter in their lives.
They (the parents) should give them a level of respect and consider-
ation, as well as encouragement towards what they see to be from the
good affairs. They should also aid them in projects that they see to
be beneficial. And there is no harm in giving some help in projects
in which they (the parents) see that he will not be successful —if the
costs are inexpensive—for the purpose of teaching and supporting
him, for error is a means to learning what is correct. If the children
miss out on this in the family, they will search for it outside the
family, such that the likelihood of evil will be increased.

5) Giving consideration to lectures and sermons that clarify and
uncover the dangers of drugs and the ploys of the dealers.

As for terrorism, then its remedy and prevention takes place on
several levels. On the general level, (it is done by) teaching the people
the fundamentals of Islam, which will protect them from this ideol-
ogy and erect a protective wall, by Allah’s permission, in front of the
shady campaigns against our society causing chaos and unrest. That
is by removing the doubts they set out to spread so this path may be

1 Refer to Health Premises of the Divine Order: The Health Harms of Drugs (p. 22).
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actualized for them. Similarly, the ideologies that are imported and
what they bring into the fold from oppositions to the legislation.
They cause corruption, plain and simple. Safety is something that
cannot be compromised.

The reality is that the fabric of the society is a strong leader. However,
prevention is important, so it is a must that lectures are given concen-
trating on clarifying these legislative affairs to the people, from the
obligation of hearing and obeying the ruler, clinging to the Jama‘ah,
the dangers of separation, and avoiding the causes of separation and
differing. One cannot be silent from exposing the goals of the groups
and their leaders and warning against partisanship.
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