








Dr Abdur Rahim is a native of India. He was born in the state of Tamil Nadu in 1933. He did his B.A.
(Hons.) in English Language & Literature from the University of Madras, and his M.Phil and Ph.D in
Arabic Philology from the world famous al-Azhar University in Cairo in 1967. He joined the Islamic
University of Madinah in 1969.

Dr Abdur Rahim was appointed to the post of the Director of Arabic Language Centre and was given
the responsibility of creating and devising a course to teach Arabic as a foreign language to the students
who were being invited by the university from all over the world.

When he joined the University, there were no course books available to teach Arabic to students whose
mother tongue was not Arabic. The University was admitting hundreds of non-Arab students from all
over the world to study in the Islamic University.

Allah =5 in His infinite mercy and wisdom had prepared Dr Abdur Rahim for this mammoth task. In
the beginning he prepared his lessons on sheets of papers, made photocopies, distributed to the students
and then taught them. As these lessons and notes papers grew in numbers, the University asked Dr
Abdur Rahim to turn these papers into book form. And lo and behold! The Madinah Books were born.

These books proved to be a great success. The students as well as the people in charge of the University
liked the Madinah Books. Over the next few years, Dr Abdur Rahim kept on improving the books and
adding more lessons to them.

The students, who graduated from Madinah Books, took the books to their native homelands and
countries and thus, Madinah Books spread beyond the walls of the Islamic University in Madinah. Now
they have become the most popular books all over the world to teach Arabic to students whose mother
tongue is not Arabic. Scores of universities and colleges around the world have adopted Madinah
Books 1n their curriculum to teach Arabic. Millions of copies have been printed and sold all over the
world. The popularity of Madinah books is unsurpassed in the world. They are still taught in the
Islamic University of Madinah and 9%@ , will continue to be taught for long time to come.

Dr Abdur Rahim retired after serving for over 25 years as a professor of Arabic in the Islamic
University. Soon after that he joined King Fahd Glorious Qur’an Printing Complex in Madinah as the
director of Translation Centre and he holds this position up to the present time.

The vision of Dr Abdur Rahim is to impart knowledge of Classical Arabic through applied grammar.
Each of his lessons in the Madinah Books is based on a conversation, which illustrates a distinctive
language patterns. These patterns are elucidated by a variety of helpful exercises. The vocabulary
ranges from classical and Qur’anic Arabic to modern Arabic.
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