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Arabic Symbols & their meanings
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May Allah preserve him

May Allah be pleased
with him (i.e. a male
companion of  the
Prophet Muhammad)

Glorified & Exalted is
Allah

(Allah) the Mighty &
Sublime

(Allah) the Blessed &
Exalted

(Allah) the Sublime &
Exalted



St

May Allah send
Blessings & Safety upon
him (i.e. a Prophet or
Messenger)

May Allah send
Blessings & Safety upon
him and his family (i.e.

Du‘ a sent when
mentioning the Prophet
Muhammad)

May Allah have mercy
upon him

May Allah be pleased
with them (ie. Du‘ a
made for the
Companions of the
Prophet Muhammad)



(Allah) His Majesty is

ek Exalted

May Allah be pleased
with her (i.e. a female
companion of  the
Prophet Muhammad)



INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His
assistance, ask for His forgiveness, repent to Him and
seek refuge from the evils of our souls and our wrong
doing. Whomever Allah guides, none can lead him
astray and whomever Allah allows astray, none can
guide him. I bear witness that there is no deity worthy
of worship in truth but Allah, alone with no partner;
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger (Jssk4fl). May Allah raise his rank, as
well as that of all his family and all his Companions
and grant them peace.

To proceed:

Our topic in this meeting is about the proper conduct
in the House of Allah (i.e. Masjid) which is the most
beloved place to Allah (4353%), the most virtuous and
best place on earth. It is authentically reported that the
Prophet (J5:%4) said, “The most beloved places to
Allah are the Masajid (pl. of Masjid) and the most
hated place to Allah is the marketplace.”

The Masjid is distinctly celebrated for the observance
of many of the great and beloved acts of good deeds,
such as the plentiful Remembrances of Allah,
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

establishment of prayer, recitation of the Qur’an,
circles of knowledge and learning the religion of Allah.
On the contrary, the marketplace is fraught with
unlawful transactions, bad deeds and other
abominable acts that are habitual of marketplaces.

It's enough of an honor for the Masjid to be called the
House of Allah. Allah attributed it to Himself ({5:3)
in order to honor it, glorify its status and display its
lofty standing. Allah says,

e

{ O FE R A E

“And the Mosques are for Allah (Alone), so
invoke not anyone along with Allah.” [Surah al-
Jinn 72:18]

And,
éﬁg@’éj@éj&ﬂ ”’dj jhj_y-"jé }
{é_@‘\‘/ﬁgbﬁﬁ /’.) /é ”:';:‘;é"’e* /!ZYS\;;@J/@"—’;

“In Houses (Mosques), which Allah has ordered
to be raised (to be cleaned and to be honored),
in them His Name is glorified in the mornings
and in the afternoons or the evenings. Men
whom neither trade nor sale diverts them from
the Remembrance of Allah (with heart and
tongue), nor from performing As-Salat (Igamat-
as-Salat)...” [Suirah An-Niir 24:36-37]
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INTRODUCTION

This phrase, “to be raised, in them His Name is
glorified” sums up all the rulings and proper conduct
related to the Masjid. “To be raised” covers building,
cleaning, attending and preserving the Masjid. “His
Name is glorified” covers the establishment of prayer,
recitation of the Qur’an, and studying knowledge, etc.

Read carefully,

sl il BB d i odote y

“In them His Name is glorified in the mornings
and in the afternoons or the evenings. Men...”

Manhood, in its perfect and most sublime appearance.
Unfortunately, the true essence of manhood has been
diminished in a significant number of people. You only
see them in a strong, healthy physical form outside the
Masjid, which reflects how empty they are from the
description Allah gave in this verse,

{ﬁfu& N SN NN Y

“Men whom neither trade nor sale diverts them
from the Remembrance of Allah.”

It is true that the kind of men described here trade,
earn and attend to their worldly interests. However,
they are not diverted away from attending prayers in
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

the Masjid. Their hearts are ever attached to the Masjid.
If they are out of the Masjid, attending to worldly
interests, their hearts are still attached to the Masjid.
These are the true men. They recognize the rights and
status of the House of Allah, and thereby they truly
observe those rights.

Allah says,

“The Mosques of Allah shall be maintained
only by those who believe in Allah and the Last
Day; perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and
give Zakat and fear none but Allah. It is they
who are expected to be on true guidance. [Siirah
at-Tawbah 9:18]

This verse explains the true meaning of the
maintenance of the Houses of Allah. It is composed of
two major and great factors: sound creed and good
deeds.

Sound creed is found in the phrase,

13 | i?‘ag e



INTRODUCTION

“Believe in Allah and the Last Day.”

Unsound creed, false ideologies and degenerated
opinions do not come out of people who truly maintain
the House of Allah, even if they attended prayers and
joined those who pray in the rows. The true essence
upon which true maintenance is built upon is correct
belief and sound faith. One must believe in Allah
(1&;%\=22) as a Lord, a Creator, a Sustainer, a Giver and
a Bestower of all blessings, in addition to the belief in
His Beautiful Names and Sublime Attributes, His
Perfection, Greatness, Pride and that He is the only
deity worthy of being worshipped in truth. He is the
One to Whom people submit, seek assistance, kneel
and prostrate. Furthermore, He is the One to Whom
people supplicate and ask for help in everything. There
is no resort except to Him. One must call, ask, seek help
and slaughter only to Him. If all these are observed
correctly, then one’s belief is sound and his faith is
straightened. Still, any violation of this great principal
will certainly render one’s deeds null, however
plentiful they are. This is because maintenance of the
House of Allah is built only upon sound creed and
faith in Allah (33§ ).

Regretfully, one of the most abominable of major sins
is to find people seeking the help from and
supplicating to other than Allah inside the Masjid
itself. To the extent, one of them was heard (and we
seek refuge in Allah) saying in his prostration in one of
Allah’s Houses, “Give us aid, so-and-so;” whether he
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

was asking the Messenger (J5:%&4{(=) or one of the
pious people. How close is his action to the essence of
faith in Allah and sound creed upon which the religion
of Allah is built?!

Allah says,

“And indeed, it has been revealed to you (O
Muhammad (JZ.k5fz)), as it was to those
(Allah's Messengers) before you: ‘If you join
others in worship with Allah, (then) surely (all)
your deeds will be in vain, and you will
certainly be among the losers.” Nay! But
worship Allah (Alone and none else) and be
among the grateful.” [Siirah Az-Zumar 39:65-66]

And,

{ O AE KAL)

“And the Mosques are for Allah (Alone), so

invoke not anyone along with Allah.” [Surah al-
y g

Jinn 72:18]
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INTRODUCTION

The word “Mosques” refers to the houses of worship
(i.e. Masajid) or the places of prostration and the places
where the limbs are to be used for prostration.
Compared to this verse, how would you place that
deviant person who was present in the house of Allah
and prostrating in it, but calling to other than Allah
and asking for his help? Once again, the foundation of
the true maintenance of the Masjid is the belief in
Allah. The conduct by the person in question wouldn’t
help him in the least, even if he were to stand forever
praying. This is because he has violated the foundation
upon which the validity of actions is determined. As
for the Last Day, it is the Day of Recompense and
Judgement. The first thing a servant is asked about on
the Last Day when he is before Allah (Ji5%s:2) is
prayer. In fact, one stands twice before Allah and if he
were to succeed in the first, he would succeed in the
second. The first is standing in prayer, which requires
performing it consistently in the manner Allah
commanded. As long as this stance is observed
successfully in this worldly life, his stance in the
Hereafter before Allah will definitely be in his favor.

(5 Bl G5y

“Perform As-Salat (Iqgamat-as-Salat), and give
Zakat...”

This is the maintenance of the House of Allah with
good deeds and acts of worship that brings one close
to Allah. The Masjid is maintained by the sound creed,
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

as well as good deeds done sincerely to Allah and
consistently upon the way of the honorable Messenger

(Jesakale).

The Masjid is the joy of the believers, the desire of their
souls, the companion to their spirits and their abode of
happiness. It is a fact realized by everyone who prays
and regularly attends it out of sincerity and desire to
draw himself near to Allah. It even reaches to the
extent where you would find someone seeking the
Masjid to alleviate his distress, relieve his worries and
find tranquility.

The Masjid features those who pray, remember Allah,
recite Qur’an and those who are patiently awaiting the
prayer, as if they are engaging in prayer before they
even start the actual one. A Masjid is a blessed,
virtuous and beloved place to Allah (J&;%2). Anyone
blessed to attend prayers in the Masjid regularly and
to answer the call of Allah must observe the rights and
proper conduct inside the Masjid. He must know how
he should behave in that beloved place to Allah.

Addressing the etiquettes of the Masjid involve three
stages:

1. Preparation inside the house: How should one
prepare? With what should one prepare?

2. The etiquette of walking to the Masjid.
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INTRODUCTION

3. The etiquette upon entering the House of Allah,
as well as how should one behave inside it and
what to do when going outside.

Shari’ah laid down great and sublime etiquettes that
grant one success and piety if observed and practiced.
Therefore, the believer who regularly attends prayer in
the Masjid must pay sufficient attention to those
etiquettes. The purpose is not to teach them, as the
brothers are well aware of them. Rather, it is merely to
remind them out of cooperation upon righteousness
and encouragement of good deeds.
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

PREPARATION INSIDE THE HOUSE:
HOW SHOULD ONE PREPARE?
WITH WHAT SHOULD ONE
PREPARE?

Brothers, there are a several lawful etiquettes a Muslim
who is preparing in his house to pray outside should
observe. The most fundamental of them, and
everything else for that matter, is to correct his
intention, make it sincere and intend with his action
the pleasure of Allah alone. Preserving one’s intention
against all the distractions that may spoil the sincerity
is an ongoing endeavor until death. Intention requires
continuous maintenance. Some of the Salaf said,

“Nothing was more difficult for me to maintain
than my intention.”

One who is walking toward the House of Allah must
adhere to sincerity and desire none but Allah with his
action.

We have already mentioned the verse,




PREPARATION INSIDE THE HOUSE: HOW
SHOULD ONE PREPARE? WITH WHAT
SHOULD ONE PREPARE?

“And the Mosques are for Allah (Alone), so
invoke not anyone along with Allah.” [Surah al-
Jinn 72:18]

This means one should intend that his acts of worship
are for Allah alone, seeking closeness to Him, seeking
His pleasure and seeking to win His Mercy.
Unfortunately, sincerity is not present in everyone
who comes to the Masjid. It has been authentically
narrated from our Prophet (Jz5.E40),

. _sz P L I
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“One shall have whatever one comes to the
Masjid for.” [Sunan Abu Dawud]

A person may desire fame, a worldly interest or to
show off by coming to the Masjid. One shall have
whatever purpose he comes to the Masjid to acquire.
Whoever comes for the purpose of showing off, he
shall not acquire the reward of the sincere and truthful,
even if he were to stand side by side with them. For
this particular reason, the reward for the people who
pray varies significantly depending upon the level of
sincerity in their hearts despite sharing in the same act
of goodness. Allah, however, only accepts sincere
deeds. He ({95J+) said in the Hadith Qudsi,
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH
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“I am so Self-Sufficient that I am in no need of
having an associate. Thus, he who does an
action for someone else's sake as well as Mine
will have that action renounced by Me to him
whom he associated with Me.”

Next, one should clean his body from any unpleasant
smell that harms those who pray as well as the angels
in the House of Allah. “Angels are harmed by that
which humans are harmed with,” as in the Hadith of
the Prophet (Jusa&difle),

36 ¢ it 5% Y6 &0 1,05 Jad 8
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“He who has eaten onion or garlic or leek
should not approach our Masjid, because the
angels are also offended by (the strong smells)
that offend the children of Adam.” [Sahih
Muslim]

The Muslim should therefore always be clean, having
no harmful, unpleasant smell on him.

Along those same lines are those who are afflicted with
smoking. We advise those who smoke to repent to
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PREPARATION INSIDE THE HOUSE: HOW
SHOULD ONE PREPARE? WITH WHAT
SHOULD ONE PREPARE?

Allah and quit it out of obedience to Allah and
modesty. He should quit it because that fire is an
enemy, as is said in the authentic Hadith. So, how could
he embrace it? He puts an ember between his eyes and
then inhales such dirty ingredients and unpleasant
smells and then exhales it in the air to make it filthy.
His mouth and chest become harmed and he makes
himself vulnerable to sicknesses, not to mention the
waste of money for which he will be held accountable
on the Day of Judgment. The amount of money spent
on smoking is not insignificant. One of the smokers
calculated the approximate amount of money he spent

on smoking and the outcome was a huge number. In
the Hadith,

S ~lere - cﬂ s &= ﬁ?*ﬁubdbn)
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“One’s feet will not move on the Day of
Judgment until he is asked about four matters.
One of them is about his money - from where
he earned it and how he spent it?”

Anyone who is afflicted with smoking should not
violate the sanctity of the House of Allah. He must
observe its rights and status. He shouldn’t harm those
who pray with the smell of smoking. If he is able to quit
it altogether, it would be good for his sake. Otherwise,
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

if he can’t, he should, at the very least, pay attention to
his cleanliness and refrain from entering the House of
Allah with that smell. Some smokers misbehave when
they put out the cigarette immediately before they
enter the Masjid. Unfortunately, such an act is mostly
done in Ramadan, the best of all months. They enter
the Masjid with this unpleasant smell that harms those
who pray and the angels as well.

Another form of preparation is that one should use the
bathroom in his house. This etiquette was reiterated in
many Ahadith (pl. of Hadith). Some people pay less
attention to this matter. They delay using the bathroom
until they arrive at the Masjid. It is more appropriate
for the individual to purify himself first in his home.
There are several Ahadith advising such etiquette and
underscoring the resulting reward for those who
observe it. The Prophet (Jz5.&4{(2) said,

Z
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“He who purifies himself in his house, and then
he walks to one of the Houses of Allah for the
sake of performing an obligatory prayer, each
step obliterates a sin and the second raise his
rank.” [Sahih Muslim] ‘
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PREPARATION INSIDE THE HOUSE: HOW
SHOULD ONE PREPARE? WITH WHAT
SHOULD ONE PREPARE?

Accordingly, one should pay more attention to
purifying himself in his house first.

Another etiquette rarely recognized by people is
repeating after the Mu’adhin (caller to prayer). Even if
one is reciting the Qur’an, despite the recitation of the
Qur’an being the best of deeds, it is lawful to stop the
recitation and repeat after the Mu'adhin. When he
says,

2 e oAl B
Hayya 'alas-salah. Hayya 'alal-falah.

“Hasten towards prayer. Haste towards
success,”

you repeat,

AW Y)Y 5 0N
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La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah

“There is not might nor power except with
Allah.”

It is a statement used to seek assistance from Allah
because you cannot be an attendee of the Masjid nor
among those who pray except after Allah aids you. It
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

implies invoking Allah to aid you to pray and to guide
you to success. Interestingly, hearing and repeating the
‘Adhan (call for prayer) imparts tranquility, a desire
for prayer and a diversion from the distractions of life.
As for he who doesn’t hear the ‘Adhan and spends his
time busied with his everyday conversations with
friends and colleagues, the presence of his heart in
prayer is influenced by it. Some people remain busy
with their daily life while the ‘Adhan is being called
and remain busy until the ‘Igamah for the prayer is
called. Then, he goes out of the house to pray after the
prayer is already in progress. The Hadith says,

AUPESSE Py o Pt Y

“If people continue to fall behind, Allah will
put them behind.”

One should go as early as he can. Once he hears the
‘Adhan, he should respond to the caller to Allah and
put his business on hold. He should leave the business
of this life to attend to the business of the Hereafter. He
should make ablution and head to the Masjid. Itis even
better if he is ready with his ablution before the ‘Adhan
is called out of caring to hasten towards the prayer. As
the Prophet ({44 ) said,

A AT - Sl o oty - e 3L 552000
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PREPARATION INSIDE THE HOUSE: HOW
SHOULD ONE PREPARE? WITH WHAT
SHOULD ONE PREPARE?

“Were they to know the [great reward] assigned
for praying early, they would compete each
other [to gain the reward].” [Sahih al-Bukhari
and Sahih Muslim]

However, a lot of people are heedless of such matters
and are busied with other distractions. The previous
etiquettes are to be observed in the house.
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ETIQUETTES OF THE HOUSE OF ALLAH

ETIQUETTES OF WALKING TO THE
MASJID

One should say the Dhikr (Remembrance) of leaving
the house at his doorstep. Anas ibn Malik (iedis
reported that the Prophet (125:&4{i~) said,
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“When a man goes out of his house and says,

Bismillah Tawwakaltu ‘ala Allah wa La hawla
wa la quwwata illa billah

‘In the name of Allah, I trust in Allah. There is
no might and no power but in Allah,” the
following will be said to him at that time, “You
are guided, defended and protected.” The devils
will go far from him.” [At-Tirmidhi and Abu
Dawad]

This Remembrance is lawful to be said every time one
goes out of the house, regardless of the reason for
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ETIQUETTES OF WALKING TO THE MASJID

leaving, whether a religious or worldly interest.
Certainly, leaving the house for the purpose of
obedience and worship to Allah is the most preferable
cause for leaving the house. You should go out seeking
Allah’s assistance with the above Remembrance, as it
is filled with asking Allah for assistance, aid and
support. In addition to that, consider the following
Hadith of Umm Salamah (gz£is) who said,

“The Messenger of Allah (J.&4{l) never went out of
my house, but he would look up at the sky, and say,

b A Jot o & 3, ;.;m
:}m}«%;‘ Jié\;\‘;-ﬂé‘

“Alldhumma inni a'udhu bika an adilla aw
udalla, aw azilla aw uzalla, aw azlima aw
uzlama, aw ajhala aw yujhala 'alayya".

Fole 5t 5T 35t 5t Jai 5t

"O Allah! I seek refuge with You from going
astray, or being led astray, from slipping or
being caused to slip, from wronging others or
being wronged, and from behaving or being
treated in an ignorant manner". [Sunan Abu
Dawud]

Saying this Remembrance imparts the protection of
Allah (3553%) and the devil is barred from hurting you.
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350 531 3 443 GUar

“The devil sits in the paths of the son of Adam,”
[as authentically reported]

Those paths include one’s way to the Masjid.
Therefore, the Muslim should remember Allah using
this Remembrance so that it will be a support for him
and it will prevent the devil from approaching him and
hence he will be saved from its whispers. On his way
to the Masjid, he should keep serenity and composure,
as he is not heading to any random place. Rather, he is
heading to one of Allah’s Houses to observe one of the
greatest obligations. He should internalize this
understanding, so it would be displayed in his
appearance. The Prophet (J&.&5{2) said,

£ :’ 1< 13 o .~ ,.i z
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“When the Iqamah (call to prayer) is
pronounced, do not come to it running. You
should instead walk calmly with tranquility to
join the congregation. Then join in what you
catch and complete what you miss.” [Agreed
upon]

Then, he mentioned that whoever is heading to prayer,
it is as if he’s actually praying [i.e., gaining the same
reward].
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ETIQUETTES OF WALKING TO THE MASJID

Based on this, heading to the Masjid is counted from
the overall reward of the prayer, which is one of
Allah’s blessings upon you. One should, while heading
to prayer, maintain composure, tranquility and
calmness and avoid ill speech. Such behavior should
be one’s state when walking to the House of Allah. In
addition, it imparts humility in the prayer and aids in
having a present heart before Allah (3J:J%). On the
contrary, a person who comes in haste, running in
order to catch the prayer is not likely to attain the
earlier mentioned state of humility or tranquility.

One of the prohibited acts for the one who is heading
to the Masjid is to interlace his fingers. The Prophet,
(Fsudeife), said,

a2\ 55 835 ¢ 1385 J42 506

“...shouldn’'t say so-and-so, and then he
interlaced his fingers.”

This achieves the utmost state of humility and
decreases distractions so that his body reaches total
composure.

I would like to note something here. Since the Prophet
(A=ak4i{le) prohibited interlacing the fingers on one’s
way to the Masjid, how would it be for the person who
is smoking a cigarette while heading to the Masjid? We
ask Allah to save us from the likes of this. The Prophet
(Az5484i{le) prohibited such actions so that one can
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achieve tranquility and serenity, after which one
would eventually perform the prayer in the best
manner attainable.
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ENTERING THE MASJID

ENTERING THE MASJID

Once one reaches the Masjid’s doorstep, one must
enter glorifying Allah’s house. Allah says,

& I G5 o FE AT 18 5 ARy

“Thus, it is [what has been mentioned in the
above said Verses (27, 28, 29, 30, 31) is an
obligation that mankind owes to Allah]. And
whosoever honors the Symbols of Allah, then it
is truly from the piety of the heart.” [Sirah Al-
Hajj 22:32]

The one who enters the Masjid is in serious need of
realizing the greatness of the place he is entering, so
that one would enter in a manner adequately suitable
to the place he is entering. Unfortunately, you notice in
some of the Masajid those who enter the Masjid so
carelessly that it becomes no different than entering a
playground, especially by children. This is a great
offense in entering the House of Allah, which must be
avoided. As for letting the children enter the House of
Allah, the correct position is to provide a detailed
ruling. If the child realizes the proper conduct inside
the Masjid and he wouldn’t cause any annoyance to
the attendees of the Masjid nor would he feel
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uncomfortable inside it, then such a child is not to be
banned from entering the Masjid. On the other hand, if
he misbehaves inside the Masjid and annoys and
distracts the attendees, then such a child is to be
disciplined and taught the proper conduct inside the
Masjid. Then, he can be admitted to the Masjid while
behaving appropriately.

When one enters the Masjid, one should enter with the
right leg first, adhering to the guidance of the Prophet
(Jz545{(>). Anas ibn Malik (Xe£fs) said,
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“It is an act of the Sunnah to enter the Masjid
with the right leg first, and begin with the left
when leaving.” [Al-Mustadrak]

One should enter with the right leg and when one takes
off his shoes, he should start with the left foot before
the right so that the right foot would be the first to wear
and the last to take off, due to the honor of the right.

Next, one should pronounce the Remembrance of
entrance. It is found in a number of the Prophet’s
Ahadith. He (Jzs.4{iz) said,
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Bismillah, was-salamu 'ala Rasulillah, iftah li
abwaba rahmatika

“In the name of Allah, and may the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon the Messenger of
Allah. O Allah, open for me the gates of Your
Mercy.”

This Remembrance once more implies seeking
assistance from Allah and asks Allah to bestow His
peace and blessings upon His Messenger and chosen
one. Every prayer you pray, the Masjid you go to, and
every other act of worship has only reached you by
way of that Messenger (42:%4{{>) and accordingly he
is worthy of our asking Allah to bestow His peace and
blessings upon him. You should ask Allah for His
Mercy because you're entering His House, the host of
all forms of Mercy and blessings. If you do so sincerely
and truthfully with deep sense of resorting to Allah,
you will indeed succeed immensely.

Coupled with the last Remembrance, you should say,
according to the authentic narration,
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‘Audhu billah al-Atheem wa bi wajahihi al-
Kareem wa Sultaanin il-Qadeem min as-
Shaytaan ar-Rajeem
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“T seek refuge in Allah, the Almighty, and in
His Noble Face and in His Eternal Domain,
from the accursed Devil.” [Sunan Abua Dawad]

What reward would you acquire if you seek refuge in
Allah from the devil when you enter the Masjid? What
are the results of this Remembrance? The Prophet
(Asakdie) said,
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“When anyone says so. The devil says, ‘He is
protected from me all the day long.””

How great this is? He is not just protected during his
presence in the masjid, but also all day long. When one
enters this great House of Allah and seeks refuge in
Allah while entering, he shall earn a great effect, which
is protection against the devil the rest of the day,
guarded in safety.

After entering the Masjid, he should immediately
perform the two Rak’ah of salutation. In the Hadith, the
Prophet (J44{) said,
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“When anyone of you enters the masjid, he

should perform two Rak'ah (of voluntary
prayer) before sitting."
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The scholars named those two rak’ah, the rak’ah of
salutation of the masjid.

One should be eager to pray them behind a sutrah (an
object used by the one praying as a barrier between
himself and the one passing in front of him), as the
Companions (#z4ix) used to compete to pray behind
a sutrah in the Mas]ld One should maintain this
manner out of following the honorable Prophet,
(Assfeiiflz), as well as the Companions (#z 2diy). It is
well-known the bad deed that results from passing in
front of the one who prays. Therefore, taking a sutrah
is just as beneficial to the one who prays as it is to those
inneed of passing or in need of leaving the masjid. The
point is that one should pay close attention and
maintain this etiquette.

Additionally, one should be keen to attend the prayer
in the front rows. In the Hadith, the Prophet (1&424ii>)
said,
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“Were people to know the blessing of
pronouncing the Adhan and the standing in the
first row, they would even draw lots to secure
these privileges.”

The front row secures great honor and goodness.
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Of course, one should adhere to the guidance of the
Prophet (J5.&dflz) when standing to pray. The
Prophet (Jz52{(>) said,
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“Pray exactly as you have seen me praying.”

The front rows are to be filled one by one, gaps
between those who pray are to be closed so as to
prevent the devil and brothers should accommodate
each other. He (Ja. i) said,
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“Arrange the rows in order, stand shoulder to
shoulder, close the gaps, be accommodating to
your brothers, and do not leave gaps for Satan.
Whoever joins up a row, he will be joined to
Allah (i.e., to the Mercy of Allah); and whoever
cuts off a row, he will be cut off from Allah (i.e.,
from His Mercy).”

After the prayer is done, one should say with serenity
the reported Remembrances from our Prophet
(4z4&4{). He shouldn’t rush to leave. There is
something I (and probably others) have noticed and it
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is that people who arrive early to the Masjid are not
hasty to leave the Masjid, because their soul has
acquired tranquility and felt the taste of this worship.
They won'tleave unless they force themselves to do so.
Of course, the case is different with those who come in
haste and miss some portions of the prayer, as such
person rushes out once he finishes because he hasn’t
acquired tranquility.

Let me narrate to you a personal experience. There was
a young man whom I have always seen rushing to
leave the Masjid. But once, he stayed much longer after
the prayer than he usually did. When he was about to
leave, I asked him to wait. I asked him, “Do you know
the reason why you remained so late after the prayer is
done?” He said, “No.” I replied, “Because you came
early to the Masjid.”

How great this is when one comes early to the Masjid!
A feeling of tranquility transcends and the person does
not leave afterwards unless he forces himself. The
reason is because the soul felt the taste of tranquility
and it resisted losing it. Thus, one forces himself to
leave afterwards.

The above etiquettes are related to those observed
inside the Masjid. A person who maintains waiting for
prayer shall have a great reward. Read carefully the
statement of our Prophet (Jzs.4{e),
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“Everyone among you will be deemed to be
occupied in Salat (prayer) constantly so long as
Salat (the prayer) detains him (from worldly
concerns).”

For example, if you prayed Maghrib and you were
detained until you prayed Isha’, waiting in the Masjid
until the prayer is due, this very stay from Maghrib to
Isha’ is counted as prayer. For this reason, Mu’adh (&zdis)
said,
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“From the lack of superior understanding is to
believe that the real sense of praying is limited
to standing in actual prayer without counting
the waiting for prayer.”

The person who is waiting for prayer may busy
himself with, remembering Allah, reciting the Qur’an,
glorifying Allah or listening to knowledge being
delivered in the House of Allah. These actions are
counted in the overall reward of his prayer. This is one
of Allah’s great blessings.

Furthermore, while sitting there, one should protect
the Masjid against all harmful conduct, such as loud
voices, disputes or distractions of worldly matters and
amusement, as the Masjid is not built for such matters,
but rather for establishing the Remembrance of Allah.
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Once, Umar ibn al-Khattab (iz4is;) heard two people
arguing loudly in the Masjid. He rebuked them,
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“Had you been from the residents of this city, I
would have disciplined you.”

However, these two individuals may be excused for
their lack of knowledge on this regard. The Prophet
(A4l prohibited reciting the Qur’an loudly in the
presence of others because the Masjid is made for
everyone to make Dhikr of Allah. This would be
interrupted if one were to raise his voice with recitation
of the Qur’an or personal Remembrance. An exception,
however, is the teaching of knowledge in the House of
Allah. The Prophet (J5424{>) used to regularly teach
the attendees and admonish them with what would
benefit them, bring them closer to Allah and would
grant them success. Knowledge is for everyone.

Given that we are on the topic of loud voices in the
Masjid for reasons of reciting the Qur’an or making
Dhikr, how awful has it become the spreading
phenomenon of cell phones? This indeed is one of the
regrettable maters. Is it conceivable you would hear
music in each and every obligatory prayer in the
Masjid? If you were to say so twenty or thirty years
ago, before these cell phones spread as widely as they
have now, it would be judged as impossible. It would
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be unfathomable that such thing happens in the
Houses of Allah.

Unfortunately, the sounds of cell phones ring when
people are engaged in kneeling and prostration. Some
sounds are even loud music. I truly feel sorry for such
a deteriorated state that results for people who are
engaged in prostrating, supplicating and resorting to
Allah when they are interrupted by these ugly, sinning
sounds. Where is the sanctity of the Masjid and

glorifying it?!

Each one of these devices has the option to silence it or
turn it off, which is the proper conduct for everyone
who enters the House of Allah. You are in no need for
anyone to call you while you are in the House of Allah,
the place where one worships Allah, recites Qur’an
and makes Dhikr. Sometimes, one experiences a great
state of tranquility inside the Masjid and then is
suddenly interrupted by a phone call that forces him
out of the Masjid, probably for a worldly interest.
Someone may call him reminding him not to miss
something of worldly-related matters. Thus he
forsakes the great goodness he was experiencing.

At last, one should accustom himself to maintain the
etiquettes of the House of Allah and pay it the most
attention. I understand I won’t be able to cover the
whole topic. This was just a round-up of the some of
the etiquettes. I ask Allah to grant me and you success.
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And may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His
servant and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad
(#5485 ), his family and his Companions.

42 | Page



