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6. W om en following the funeral procession...................................................................... 2 1 6

7. M ourning the deceased for more than three days except in the case o f  the 
wife— she is allowed to m ourn her husband for four m onths and ten days 2 1 6

8. D eath announcem ents in the newspaper and the like.............................................. 2 1 7

9. Preventing the widow from looking at the m oon and clim bing on the roof, and 
extending the saldm to the relatives w ithout shaking hands..........................................2 1 8

10. Specifying the widow with wearing black clothing. 2 1 8
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Introduction

In the name o f Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful:

I praise my Lord with the best praise. I fulfill my duty to Him out 
o f love, respect, glorification, veneration, devotion and humility. I 
praise Him with His beautiful names, lofty perfect attributes, and 
beautiful wise actions. He is deserving o f glorification and praise. 
He is my Lord; I do not worship anyone other than Him. I do not 
turn towards anyone other than Him. Wherever I turn, I find myself 
within His favors. I awaken blessed by His favors and I reach the 
evening in a similar fashion, although I am not deserving o f any o f 
this. I am an ignorant slave, but the virtue o f Allah is vast and His 
blessings are seen. O  Allah, bestow upon me the ability to thank You 
for the favors you have bestowed upon me and my parents.

I bear witness that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah 
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.

As to what follows:

Glad tidings for the slave who recognizes the rights o f Allah upon 
him, thus he magnifies and glorifies Allah. Glad tidings for the slave 
who is certain concerning the difference between the Lord W ho 
controls the affairs o f the universe and is obeyed as opposed to the
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needy slave who must obey.

There is no doubt that the slaves— some o f the people— are estranged 
from the path o f guidance. Nothing makes the path burdensome 
except pride hidden in the soul or deception which fills the chest and 
the limbs.

It is an obligation upon the Muslim to know with absolute certainty 
that he or she is a slave and not a lord. They must obey their Lord 
and not stray away from Him. They must glorify Allah by obeying 
Him. Therefore, do not abandon what your Lord and Master has 
commanded you and do not allow Him to see you doing what He 
has prohibited. Be shy in front o f Allah. View your life as a gateway 
to the Hereafter. The Muslim should view the worldly life like the sun 
during the dawn: soon he will not be able to see it. Consequently, he 
works in this world with actions that will advance him to the pleasure 
o f his Lord and open for him the doors o f Paradise.

How easy is what we put forward despite the greatness o f what we 
anticipate! How delighted are the hearts with worship— the obliga­
tory and supererogatory— because they are the reasons for attaining 
closeness to Allah! How beautiful is observing patience in avoiding all 
that Islam prohibits if  the end result is seeing the noble Face o f Allah 
and enjoying bliss by way o f this!

As to what follows:

This treatise contains advice and warnings against that which opposes 
the legislation o f Islam. Ignorance concerning the laws o f Islam has 
become widespread. Those who fall into these matters are o f two 
categories:

1) The one who is aware that the legislation o f Islam prohib­
its these matters but he does not take heed. This individual has not 
made a just estimate o f Allah such as is due to Him, and he does 
not reflect upon the magnitude o f who He is. He does not ponder: 
W ho is his Lord? W hat is the meaning o f servitude which the slave 
adorns himself with? W hat is the meaning o f lordship and divinity of
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worship, which are great noble attributes o f Allah?

2) The one who is ignorant o f the rulings while he generally 
loves the Lord and Master. He is not pleased that Allah should see 
him engaged in what He is not pleased with. He seeks the gardens 
and rivers which contain the ultimate pleasure.

It is only an hour o f fear that can separate the two groups, a group 
in Paradise and a group in the blazing Fire. I f  Allah wills, this treatise 
will increase clarity concerning the rights o f Allah upon the slaves and 
give insight to what must be abandoned in an effort to respect the 
rights o f Allah. I f  Allah wills, it will enlighten the hearts and sharpen 
the desire to abandon sins and the neglect o f Allah’s rights.

The origin o f this treatise is a group o f issues collected by the broth­
ers; may Allah make our and their reward Paradise. And those men 
who work in the affairs o f enjoining the good and forbidding rhe 
evil— may Allah raise for them light and extinguish the fire o f their 
enemies— requested that I explain this collection o f affairs in a 
concise manner using simple terms, mentioning the evidences, clari­
fying the intent, and giving instructions. So I agreed, having love for 
them and those like them— those who evil keeps awake at night with 
concern, and those who stay awake preventing evil. Thus, they love to 
advise the slaves o f Allah, putting forth sincere advice in the path o f 
bringing life to dead hearts and curing the sick hearts. May Allah aid 
them and show them what will please them, and safeguard those who 
enjoin good and forbid evil, however they fluctuate.

These affairs are explained in brief, with a sense o f urgency— almost 
improvising— so that the commoners and people on a middle level 
can benefit from it. Thus, it was written for them. And for the 
purpose o f benefit, the issues within are numbered. So I ask the 
scholars and students o f knowledge not to blame me for the weakness 
in editing. Whatever is found in it which is correct, then let them 
praise Allah, and whatever they see o f shortcomings, let them pardon 
and overlook.

—  Salih bin 'Abdul Aziz bin Muhammad Al ash-Shaykh
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Mistakes in ‘Aqidah & 
Major Shirk

First: The polytheism that removes the person from the fold o f Islam, 
and some o f the categories o f major shirk (polytheism).

1. Seeking help from the dead, supplicating to them, request­
ing assistance from them, and drawing close to them with any 
aspect of worship.

This is major shirk which removes the person from the fold o f Islam. 
This is based upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

You (alone) we worship, and you (alone) we ask for
help.

[Surah al-Fdtihah 1:5]

The object o f worship was mentioned first: “You (alone)” to show 
that Allah alone is specified with worship. This is the meaning o f the 
statement o f tawheed: “Nothing has the right to be worshiped except 
Allah.”
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From the various acts o f worship is ^ ’̂ ’ (supplication); rather, du’a  is 
worship. The Prophet 0  said:

.sSbd l

“D m)?’ (supplication) is worship.”1

Giving any aspect o f worship to other than Allah is polytheism and 
disbelief (shirk and kufr). Allah the Exalted said:

U j U  4j aJ o l * V  j> -\  LgJl  GUI  ^

^  0 V  i i l  aj j  j u p  aj G» a>-

And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah, 
any other god, o f whom he has no proof, then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely! The disbeliev­

ers will not be successful.

[Surah al-Mu'minun 23:117]

The word “whoever” is general, thus it comprises everyone to whom 
it is applicable. Therefore, it is apparent that whoever supplicates to 
anyone other than Allah— regardless o f who it is— then he is a disbe­
liever. Allah the Exalted said:

^  I j G I  aJUI \ j f i - j j  *)Ai aJJ O l j  ^

And verily the masajidare for Allah (alone), so invoke 
not anyone along with Allah.

[Surah al-]inn 72:18]

And He said:

J j  ^  'M W , >
j l d l  ®IjU*j aL>JI G U I X a i  aJUU q *  Ajl

1 Narrated by N u’man bin Basheer; collected in Jdm i’at-Tirmidhi (3 5 5 5 ).
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But the Messiah (Jesus) said: “O  Children o f Israel! 
Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” Verily, 
whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, 
then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the 
Fire will be his abode. And for the wrongdoers there 

are no helpers.

[Surah al-Md'idah 5:72]

Included in the types o f du’a is making requests, such as requesting 
rain, seeking help, seeking assistance, and other than that.

2. Seeking intercession from the dead is major shirk.

This is based upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

^  j J j l  J i  f lk L i aJJI q *  IjJjQ i! ^ 

^ 0  UL<Q- apU-aJI aJJ Ji 0  OjIaAj y j lili
Have they taken others as intercessors besides Allah? 
Say: “Even if  they have power over nothing whatever 
and have no intelligence?” Say: “To Allah belongs all 

intercession.”

[Surah az-Zumar 39:43-44]

And Allah ilfife said:

(*■#J  dJl ^  y

i  Y j  ? J j o *  (4 J

And warn therewith (the Qur'an) those who fear that 
they will be gathered before their Lord, when there 
will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them 
besides Him, so that they may fear Allah and keep
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their duty to Him.

[Surah al-An'dm 6:51]

And there are other verses that carry this meaning.

Intercession belongs to Allah alone, and it is not for anyone other 
than Allah to intercede, from those who have died and whose actions 
have ceased. It is affirmed that seeking intercession and asking other 
than Allah, from those who are deceased, is shirk. Those most deserv­
ing the intercession o f the Prophet 0  on the Day o f Judgment will 
be the people o f tawheed, those free from all categories o f shirk-, those 
who were sincere in their statement that “nothing has the right to be 
worshiped except Allah.”

3. Sacrificing and vowing for the graves, shrines, and deceased 
is major shirk.

As for sacrificing, Allah the Exalted said:

4 - 0  ° y }

Say (O Muhammad): “Verily, my prayer, my sacrifice, 
my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord o f all 

that exists. He has no partner.”

[Surah al-An'dm 6:162-163]

Just as the prayer is only for Allah alone, sacrificing— which is to 
slaughter an animal— is also only for Allah alone without partners. 
Allah said:

i  ' jh -i|j  y

Therefore, turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice 
(to Him only).

[Surah al-Kawthar 108:2]

25
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Sacrificing:

Sacrificing is from the greatest acts o f worship because it involves 
spilling the blood o f an animal sincerely for the sake o f Allah. The 
person humbles and lowers himself, seeking the reward with Allah 
by drawing near to Him with the spilling o f the blood o f the animal 
sincerely for Allah the Exalted. The Prophet IS  said:

“Allah has cursed whoever sacrifices for other than Allah.”2

Vowing:

Allah the Exalted said:

>, - Hi S. H *• of Sf P.'..{ i , ,  \
4JJI J l i  jJU qa y  Gr4 j  /

And whatever you spend from charity or whatever 
vow you make, be sure that Allah knows it all.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:270]

Allah ®  said:

by* 0 j ddl j  0 j i y  ^

They (are those who) fulfill (their) vows, and they fear 
a Day whose evil will be widespread.

[Surah al-Insdn 76:7]

This is proof that fulfilling the vows is beloved to Allah; the person 
will be rewarded for doing so and it is worship. Consequently, giving 
any aspect o f worship to other than Allah is shirk, as was previously 
mentioned.

2 Narrated by ‘All bin Abl Talib ij&j; collected in Sahih Muslim  (1 9 7 8 ).

26



M istakes in 'Aqidah &  Taw hid: M ajor Shirk

4. Performing tawaf around graves, wiping them, and seeking 
blessings from them is shirk.

Tawdf3:

Tawdf is an act o f worship, and it is not permissible to perform tawdf 
anywhere other than the Sacred House o f Allah, Masjid al-Haram. 
This act o f worship— tawdf-—is only performed at the honorable 
Ka’bah, and likewise the pilgrims walk between Safa and Marwa4. 
Tawdf for other than Allah is placing worship in its improper place, 
exalting the graves, resembling the graves to the Sacred House, and 
performing the act o f worship o f taw df for other than Allah.

Wiping the graves and seeking blessings from them:

This is deifying the graves and exalting them, similar to what the 
pagans used to do with their idols during the Pre-Islamic Days o f 
Ignorance. Anyone who desires to seek blessings from the graves has 
exalted that which Allah has not legislated for them to exalt. The 
proof that this action is shirk (polytheism) is the narration o f Abu 
Waqid al-Laythi. He said:

Ljj c  ̂ : J l i  c
" / '  ^

b : d i i  53! ^  b j f J  : J l i  i b  l*J

ill! J d *  a il  o b  d  yj~\  1A

3 Translator’s note: Tawdf refers to the act o f  worship o f  walking seven times around the 
Ka’bah in the Sacred House in M akkah. Allah said (what can be translated as): “And (re­

member) when W e showed Ibrahim  the site o f  the (Sacred) House (saying): Associate not 
anything (in worship) with M e, and sanctify M y House for those who circumam bulate it, 
and those who stand up for prayer.’” (Surah al-H ajj 2 2 :2 6 )

4 Translator’s note: Safa and Marwah refers to two hills located in the compounds o f  
M asjid al-Haram . Allah said (what can be translated as): “Verily! As-Safa and al-Marwah 
are o f  the symbols o f  Allah.” (Surah al-Baqarah 2 :1 5 8 )
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“We went out with the Messenger o f Allah 0  to Hunayn while we 
were new to Islam, just having left disbelief. The disbelievers had a 
tree which they would spend time with and they would hang their 
weapons on it (seeking blessings from it). They called this tree Dhat 
Anwat.5 W hen we passed by this tree, we said, ‘O  Messenger o f 
Allah, make for us something like this to hang our weapons on.’ The 
Messenger o f Allah 0  said, Allah is the Greatest! I swear by the One 
in Whose Hand is my soul, you have said the same as the Children 
o f Israel said to Musa. They said, “O  Musa! Make for us a god as they 
have gods.” He said, “Verily, you are a people who are ignorant.’””6

They only wanted to seek blessings from the tree. The Prophet Ife 
said they were requesting a god other than Allah by seeking bless­
ings from a tree. And this is the epitome and essence o f shirk. When 
the Messenger o f Allah 0  clarified this to them, they returned to 
the truth and turned to Allah in repentance. Seeking blessings from 
graves is a greater sin than what they requested.

5. Calling upon the living who are absent and believing that 
they possess the power to assist, even in their absence, is major 
shirk.

Allah the Exalted said:

5 Ibn al-Atheer said in An-Nihayah: “This is the name o f  a specific tree that belonged to 
the pagans, on which they used to hang their weapons and to which they would go and 
spend time to seek blessings.”

6 Collected by at-Tirm idhi (2180).
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Is not He (better than your gods) W ho responds to the 
distressed one, when he calls Him, and W ho removes 
the evil, and makes you inheritors o f the earth, gener­
ations after generations. Is there any god with Allah?

Little is that you remember!

[Surah an-Naml 27:62]

6. Exaggerating the status of the prophets and righteous 
people to the extent of deifying them is major shirk which 
removes the person from the fold of Islam.

Allah the Exalted said:

^ l l l j  c J j  (►Lr* ^ *13 }*

U J lS  aJJI q *

JLii axI» o -aS' Ol U 3 y l  ol ^

d i j  ^  U jUp I ^  U jUlij axUp

^ *̂>1p  o~»l

And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day o f 
Resurrection): “O  Jesus, son o f Maryam! Did you say 
unto men: ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods 
besides Allah?”’ He will say: “Glory be to You! It was 
not for me to say what I had no right (to say). Had 
I said such a thing, You would surely have known it.
You know what is in my inner self though I do not 
know what is in Yours; truly, You, only You, are the 

All-Knower o f all that is hidden and unseen.”

[Surah al-M aidah 5:116]

And Allah the Exalted said:

I j l j i J  \ }  (_5? ^  J * '  ^  y
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U5» U j |E j £ J I

aLwjJ aJJl Ai* (1̂ !

"% lIj JlJI i l l  Uj|Cfid l ^ | ElS s  Ij Jj *  \>

U J o l j l d J '  U a! u Jj aJ l)j £ j O'

4  j  ^  ( l ^ j  U^N'

O People o f the Scripture (Jews and Christians)!
Do not exceed the limits in your religion, nor say o f 
Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah— Jesus, son o f 
Maryam— was (no more than) a messenger o f Allah 
and His Word (“Be!” and he was) which He bestowed 
on Maryam and a spirit created by Him; so believe in 
Allah and His messengers. Say not: “Three (trinity)!”
Cease! (It is) better for you, for Allah is (the only) one 
God, glory be to Him (far Exalted is He) above having 
a son. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a 

Disposer o f affairs.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:171 ]

The Prophet Muhammad 0  said:

aUI JIp -  \j]jAi c - t l f '  1̂ 1 L « Jli u u jls l  L » if  ^

IjiM jJ.5 J  '

“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians exaggerated in 
praising the son o f Maryam, for I am only a slave. So, call me the slave 
o f Allah and His Messenger.”7

Sahih al-Bukhdri 344 5
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7. Fearing the jinn or the righteous people (hidden fear), such 
that the person fears that if he does not do such-and-such, the 
jinn or righteous person will afflict him with evil. This is major 
shirk.

The proof for this is the statement o f Allah

“All that we say is that some o f our gods (false deities) 
have seized you with evil (madness).” He said, “I call 
Allah to witness and bear you witness that I am free 
from that which you ascribe as partners in worship 
with Him (Allah). So plot against me, all o f you, and 

give me no respite.”

[Surah Hud 11:54-55]

Fear is from the great aspects o f worship performed by the heart 
which must be sincerely for Allah. W hen someone fears something 
as only Allah should be feared, they become a pagan. As for natural 
fear, there is no harm in this. The fear that causes the person to fall 
short in their obligations or to embark upon the impermissible acts 
is forbidden, such as the person who avoids enjoining the good and 
forbidding the evil [due to] fearing the speech o f the people or their 
harms.

8. Placing amulets that contain shirk, or voodoo, or hanging 
talismans or charms fearing harm, or to protect against the evil 
eye or envy, is shirk.

Ibn Mas’ud j§| said:
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“I heard the Messenger o f Allah 0  saying, ‘Verily, spells, amulets, and 
love potions are shirk.'”9

The incantations that contain shirk are those where help is sought 
from other than Allah, and partners are associated with Allah the 
Exalted.

Hanging an amulet fearing harm or to protect against the evil eye is 
minor shirk, not major shirk, except in the case where help is sought 
from other than Allah, or the person speaks with the jinn  or seeks 
help from the jinn ; in this case, it becomes major shirk. Thus, it must 
be specified when this is major shirk.

9. Going to soothsayers, fortunetellers, and magicians and 
believing in them is shirk.

* Collected in Sunan Abi Dawud  (3883).

9 Collected by Ahmad (17458)

10 Sahih Muslim  22 0 0

And the Prophet IK said:

. .iijZi\ Ajis

Whoever hangs an amulet has committed shirk.’”1

And he said concerning ruqyah (incantation) specifically:

“There is no harm in incantation that does not contain shirk (polythe­
ism).”10

32



M istakes in 'Aqidah &  Taw hid: M ajor Shirk

This is based upon the statement o f the Prophet 0 :

XaS x*  }̂jj\ U j ^i5" .Lai c j j l i  U j tlla lff j l  Ĵ>\

“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or soothsayer and believes what 
he says, then surely, he has disbelieved in what was revealed to 
Muhammad Hf.”11

And in the hadith o f Ibn Mas’ud, he said:

-i-5i 4i-Wai aJLC«4 11*15" j l  t l j l  cl̂ l\j& ^ 1  iy*

. jtTc-J 4-1p ali! ^-*0 l]jj\

“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller, a magician, or a soothsayer and 
believes in what he says, then he has surely disbelieved in what was 
revealed to Muhammad i t . ” 12

Is the disbelief mentioned in these narrations minor disbelief which 
does not remove the person from the fold o f Islam? O r do we refrain 
from saying whether it removes the person from the fold o f Islam or 
not? The first viewpoint is strong while the second is the viewpoint o f 
Imam Ahmad.13

11 Collected by Ahmad and al-Hakim.

12 Collected by Ibn Hibban from the statements o f Ibn Mas’ud ig*.

13 Translator’s note: The Permanent Committee o f Scholars said: “W hat is meant by the 
hadith: ‘Whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes what he says has disbelieved in that 
which was revealed to Muhammad’ is that the one who asks a soothsayer a question, 
believing that he tells the truth and that he knows the unseen, has committed an act of 
disbelief, because he has gone against the Qur'an in which Allah says (interpretation of 
the meaning): ‘Say: “None in the heavens and the earth knows the unseen except Allah’” 
(Soorah an-Naml 27 :65).” Fatdwa al-Lajnah ad-Daimah lil-Buhooth al-'Ilmiyyah wal-Iftd' 
(2/48).
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10. Hanging a piece of wolf skin on the chest or in the home, 
believing that it protects against the jinn, is shirk.

The proof for this was previously mentioned in the 8lh affair.

11. Sacrificing an animal at the door of the home, fearing the 
jinn, is shirk.

The proof for this was previously mentioned in the 3 rd and 7 th affairs.

12. Claiming knowledge of the unseen or claiming to have 
looked upon the Preserved Tablet is disbelief.

This is based upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

<  i l l  Ni j J } . i i j  o i j U i J i  j j Z f e V

Say: “None in the heavens and the earth knows the 
unseen except Allah.”

[Surah an-Naml 27:65]

And Allah the Exalted said:

^ j J *  9 -U p J

And with Him are the keys o f all that is hidden; none 
knows them but He.

[Surah al-An'am 6:59]

Included in this is the claim o f some Soofis that the veil o f the unseen 
has been revealed to them.
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13. Listening to poems that contain shirk and being pleased 
with it is shirk.

That is like the poem Al-Burda by al-BusIri14 and similar poems in 
which the poets exceed the bounds concerning the status o f our 
Prophet Muhammad 0 ,  and exceed the bounds concerning the 
status o f others, such as the family o f the Prophet and the righteous 
people. And those poems which describe the creation with attributes 
o f the Creator. Some o f these poems containing extreme shirk are 
sung during the birthday o f the Prophet !§?. Thus, it is obligatory 
to avoid and criticize these poems, in order to protect the Islam o f 
the individuals. May Allah safeguard the Muslims from shirk and its 
manifestations.

14. Claiming that Allah becomes incarnate in certain places or 
in some individuals is major shirk.

14 Translator’s note: Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad bin Sa’id al-Busirl ash-Shadhili (608 
A H -696  AH) was a Sanhaji Berber Soofi poet belonging to the Shadhiliyva Soofi order.

35



2

Mistakes in ‘Aqidah & Tawhid: 
Minor Shirk

Secondly: Minor shirk (polytheism) and some o f its manifestations 
and means that lead to shirk.

1. Swearing by other than Allah without the intent of glorify­
ing this person or thing as one would glorify Allah; this is minor 
shirk.

The proof for this is the statement o f the Prophet US:

. j l  JJii a)J| j J u i

“Whoever swears an oath by other than Allah has committed disbelief 
or polytheism.”1

And his statement:

j !  aL w

1 Collected by Abu Dawud (3251).
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“Whoever is going to swear an oath, then let them swear by Allah or 
remain silent.”2

But if  the person glorifies the creation as only Allah can be glorified 
— like those who swear oaths in the name o f the graves or righteous 
people with the intent to glorify them— this is major shirk.

I f  someone swears an oath by other than Allah without giving it any 
thought, then this is shirk o f speech and it is included in the types o f 
minor shirk. And the atonement for this statement is to say: “Nothing 
has the right to be worshiped except Allah” and then have a strong 
resolve to never return to swearing oaths by other than Allah.

2. Swearing in the name of honesty3, a trust, or honor is minor 
shirk.

This is based upon the statement o f the Prophet H :

. iiUNlj d.ii>- q a

“Whoever swears by honesty is not one o f us.”4

Swearing by any o f these affairs is included in the statement o f the 
Prophet Ife

“Whoever swears an oath by other than Allah has committed disbelief 
or polytheism.”5

Swearing occurs when the person utilizes one o f three Arabic letters:

1 Collected by al-Bukhari (2679).

3 Translator’s note: Shaykh Ibn Baz said, “An example o f  this is for the person to say: ‘I

swear by my honesty, 1 didn’t do such-and-such.’”

4 Collected in Sunan Abi Dawud  (3 2 5 3 ).

5 Collected by Abu Dawud (3251).
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ba {t-U3I), waw or ta 11). I f  he uses another letter, such as fee
((ji), it is not swearing.

3. Taking graveyards as places for worship is an innovation, 
evil, impermissible, and a means which leads to worshiping 
those in the graves.

This is based upon the statement o f the Prophet Hi:

“Allah has cursed the Jews and the Christians; they took the graves o f 
their prophets as places o f worship.”6

And his statement:

“Those who came before you used to take the graves o f their prophets 
and righteous men as places o f worship. Do not take graves as places 
o f worship; I forbid you from doing that.”7

Every place where the people intend to pray becomes a masjid (place 
o f worship).

4. Praying in the graveyards and supplicating at the graves is 
an innovation and a means to shirk.

This is if  the person prays to Allah alone; but if  the person prays to 
the individual inside the grave in addition to praying to Allah, this is

6 Sahih al-Bukhdri 1330

7 Sahih Muslim  532
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absolute, incontestable shirk.

There is a prohibition from the Prophet t§f against praying in the 
graveyards. He said:

J\ ^
“Don’t pray facing towards graves.”8

‘Umar bin al-Khattab saw some people praying towards a grave 
that they were unaware of, so ‘Umar said: “A grave, a grave.”

The Prophet H? said:

. j y . Jljl

“Do not take graves as places o f worship.”9

In the masdjid, Allah is called upon with the most eloquent, profound 
supplications; thus, it is known that du’d’ is prohibited in the grave­
yards except if  the d u d ’ is supplicated on behalf o f the deceased 
person in the grave, asking Allah to have mercy upon them, forgive 
them, and make them firm. This has come in the Sunnah; those in 
the graves are in need o f the people praying for them.

8 Sahih Muslim  9 7 2

9 Sahih Muslim  532
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Mistakes Related to Innovations

1. Building structures on graves, plastering them, writing on 
them, and planting trees in the graveyard is an innovation and 
evil.

The proof for that is the hadith o f Jabir iH, who said:

aJLp JjUsj o l j  4-Ip aJL5\ <djl ( J j

“The Messenger o f Allah •§! forbade plastering over graves, sitting on 
them, and erecting structures over them.”1

And in the narration o f Thumamah bin Shufa, he said:

OjIsj iJUks i  tUJ tf)\  ( j^ jb  Qi *̂ 4 US’
" 0 ' ' '

. L ^ i j A j I p  4JJI <dJl OjAij

“We were with Fadalah bin ‘Ubayd in the land o f the Romans, and a

Sahih Muslim  9 7 0
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companion o f ours died. Fadalah ordered that his grave be made level, 
then he said: ‘I heard the Messenger o f Allah tH commanding that the 
graves be made level.’”2

Abul-Hayaj al-Asadi said:

J i  -lit #  Ja. u J i iM  ^  v J >  J  If. &  J  aii 

. T  i l i \ #  S i  f c l d  'ji f  x  S  o! jU ij de- dll

‘“All bin Abi Talib said to me, ‘Shall I not send you with the same 
instructions as the Messenger o f Allah 0  sent me? Do not leave any 
image without defacing it or any built-up grave without leveling it.’”3

And in another narration, he said: “Any picture without defacing it.”

2. Celebrating various birthdays with the intention of coming 
closer to Allah with that.

An example o f this is the celebration o f the birthday o f the Prophet 
0 ,  or celebrating the migration, the new year, or the Night of 
Ascension. These celebrations are innovations because the intent is to 
draw close to Allah with these actions, and no one can come close to 
Allah except by performing the actions He has legislated, and Allah 
is not worshiped except by what He legislated. Thus, every newly 
invented matter in the religion is an innovation, and innovation is 
prohibited.

Allah the Exalted said:

<  d i

2 Sunan an-Nasai 2 0 3 0

3 Sahih Muslim  969
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Or have they partners with Allah, who have instituted 
for them a religion which Allah has not allowed?

[Surah ash-Shura 42:21]

The Prophet 0  said:

“Whoever introduces something into this affair o f ours which is not 
from it, it is rejected.”4

And he said:

• b  44* ^  <!r*

“Whoever does an action which is not from our affair, it is rejected.”5

The Prophet 0  said:

-f-i - 0 zft'- * ' 0. a Id w 3 a p J j  J 5  J  <tPJU J S  J

“And every newly invented matter is an innovation and every innova­
tion is misguidance.”6

The Messenger o f Allah Hf said:

LgJ

4 P Jj APAj JS "  Oli jj^y\

“It is upon you to adhere to my way (Sunnah) and the way o f the 
rightly guided successors who come after me. Adhere to it and bite 
onto it with your molar teeth (i.e., cling firmly to it). Beware o f newly

' Sahih Muslim  1718

s Sahih Muslim  1718

h Sunan an-Nasai 1578
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invented matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation 
and every innovation is a going-astray.”7

And there are other narrations proving the prohibition o f innovating 
in the religion o f Allah, and prohibiting the people from enacting 
legislation for themselves in worship and actions to draw near to 
Allah, which He nor His Messenger 0  did not legislate.

3. Celebrating the various innovated celebrations like the 
Prophet’s birthday, New Year’s Day, or Mother’s Day.

This is prohibited from three angles:

1) It is an innovation which has not been legislated. It has 
only been legislated by the desires o f the people. These celebrations, 
and enjoying and rejoicing from these acts, is not permissible. They 
cannot be established and the people cannot be pleased with it.

2) The Muslims have two Eids and no more: Eid al-Fitr ,when 
the people are happy due to the completion o f the fast, and Eid 
al-Adha, which is the day o f sacrifice and the following days. The 
Prophet i !  said:

“The Day o f Arafah, the Day o f Sacrifice (an-Nahr), and the Days o f 
Tashreeq are our Eid, for the people o f Islam.”8

And the Prophet 0  said:

.U jl p  1 JlaJ  Ijl p  JS d  Ol

7 Narrated by at-Tirm idhl (2 6 7 6 ), Abu Dawud (4 6 0 7 ), and Ibn M ajah (42). This hadith 
was classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih al-Jdmi’ (2 5 4 9 ), from the hadith o f  al-Trbad bin 
Sariyah.

8 Narrated by an-NasaT (3 0 0 4 ), at-Tirm idhi (7 7 3 ), and Abu Dawud (2 4 1 9 ), from the 
hadith o f  ‘Uqbah bin ‘Amir. Classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih Abi Dawud.
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“Every people has its festival (Eid), and this is our festival.”9

The phrase “our” means the Muslims. This shows that the festival is 
connected to the religions.

3) Celebrating these festivals is imitation o f the disbelievers—  
from the People o f the Book and other than them— in the holidays 
they innovated which were not legislated. There is no doubt that we 
have been commanded to not imitate them and to cut o ff the matters 
resembling them.

4. Celebrating the middle of the month of Sha’ban.

Specifying this night with worship has no proof, so it is an innovation. 
The narrations mentioning specifying this night are not authentic 
according to the scholars. Specifying this night is among the innova­
tions prohibited by the evidence.

5. Specifying the month of Rajab for fasting.

This is an innovation. The narrations that mention the virtue o f the 
month o f Rajab are not authentic; rather, they are all extremely weak 
narrations, so they cannot be relied upon.

6. Specifying certain days, weeks, or months for worship is not 
legislated.

This specification is an innovation. Specifying particular seasons 
for worship can only come by way o f the legislation o f Islam. Thus, 
whatever has proof from the legislation o f Islam, then we work 
according to it. As for specifying a particular time for worship 
without proof from the legislation o f Islam, this is from the newly

9 Sahih al-Bukhari 3931
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invented matters.

7. Performing any act of worship that has no basis in the legis­
lation in order to draw close to Allah, is an innovation.

All o f this is innovation, and innovation is blameworthy in the legis­
lation due to the statement o f the Prophet 1ft:

. io w s  ip j j  J s j  

“And every innovation is misguidance.”10

This is general to include every newly invented matter used to 
draw close to Allah; it is all misguidance. There is no innovation 
in the religion known as “good innovation”; rather, all innovation 
is repugnant. It is not permissible to innovate in the religion nor is 
it permissible to practice innovation. Each and every good can be 
found in the worship o f the Companions o f the Messenger o f Allah 
ift, which they inherited from the guidance o f the Prophet |ft. Ibn 
Mas’ud m  said:

t jU i j  ^  djl J U  J j i  J \j£.j p  sSCp f t

A f a  £ 4  p  j f j i o u  ia j j &j

“Every act o f worship with which the Companions o f the Messenger 
o f Allah 1ft did not worship, then don’t worship with it, because surely 
the first generation did not leave the later generations any room to 
speak.”11

And how wonderful is the statement o f the one who said:

10 Sunan an-Nasa'i 1578

11 Translator’s note: Collected by Imam ash-Shatibi in his book Al-Itisam.
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“Every good can be found in those who preceded, while every evil can 
be found in those who came later.”

CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS
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Mistakes Related to Purification

1. Pronouncing the intention at the start of wudoo’.

This is not permissible, because the place o f the intention is the heart. 
Our Prophet— who is our leader— did not pronounce his intention. 
The legislated manner in which the intention is made,is for the heart 
o f the person performing wudoo’ to intend that his wudoo’ is for the 
prayer or for touching the mus’h a f  or the like. This is the intention. 
He intends this act o f worship with his heart. The Prophet incited 
the ummah  to begin the worship o f wudoo’ with saying: “In the name 
o f Allah,” and nothing else. Thus, starting the wudoo’ by pronounc­
ing the intention is in opposition to what he directed us to and 
commanded us with.

2. Lack of concern for the prescribed wudoo’ and ghusl, and 
apathy in regard to learning the rulings of purification.

Apathy in regard to the wudoo’ and ghusl1 must be avoided by the

1 Translator’s note: Ghusl is the shower taken when the person is in a state o f  m ajor im ­
purity, such as the impurity following sexual discharge, menses, or postpartum bleeding.



CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS

Muslims, because purification, wudoo’, and ghusl are conditions for 
the correctness o f the prayer. Thus, the person who has no concern 
for these matters, then his prayer will not be correct due to his negli­
gence o f an obligatory condition.

The Prophet 0  said to Laqit bin Sabirah:

, ° c

“Perfect the wudoo’.2

The Prophet 0  said:

“Woe to the heels from the Hellfire!”3

This is because the heels are a place which may be forgotten while 
performing the wudoo’, and the other parts o f the body carry a similar 
ruling. Therefore, it is obligatory to perfect and complete the wudoo’ 
over all the limbs. This is by placing water over all o f them except for 
the head. It is sufficient to wipe most o f the head along with the ears. 
The ears are part o f the head, as the Prophet 0  said:

. j f } \  j ,  o fiiV l

“The two ears are part o f the head.”4

Consequently, it is necessary for the Muslim to study the rules and 
regulations o f wudoo’. It is recommended for the perfection o f the 
wudoo’ that he wash each part three times following the example o f 
the Prophet 0 ,  and in order to obtain the virtue o f the prayer. The 
Prophet H  said:

J Collected by Abu Dawud and at-Tirm idhl.

’ Narrated by al-Bukharl (96) and Muslim (241).

' Collected in Sunan Ibn Majah.
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U j o ' jU S '  to lJ jiS U J l  o 'jL t f iU  t <dJl ŝ J*' U S' { . jO jJ i  jU>' ^

S

“Whoever completes the wudoo’ as Allah the Exalted has commanded 
him, then his obligatory prayers will be expiation for the interval 
between them.”5

The narrations concerning the virtue o f perfecting the wudoo’ and its 
expiation from sins are numerous.

3. Whispers during wudoo’ which cause the person to wash his 
limbs more than three times and doubt his wudoo’.

This whisper is from the Shaytan, and the Prophet ift did not wash 
his limbs more than three times during wudoo’. It has been narrated 
concerning the Prophet 0  that he would:

. U s y

“Wash each limb in wudoo’ three times.”6

It is obligatory upon the Muslim to repel these whispers and doubts 
after the completion o f the wudoo’, and he should not wash his limbs 
more than three times. This will repel the whispers which are from 
the plot o f the Shaytan.

4. Wasting water.

This is prohibited due to the general meaning o f the statement o f 
Allah the Exalted:

5 Sahih Muslim  231

6 Collected in Sahih al-Bukhari.
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But waste not by extravagance; certainly He (Allah) 
likes not those who waste by extravagance.

[Surah al-A 'rdf 7:31 ]

This is likewise prohibited due to the narration o f the Prophet 0 :

i iytJ !  IJIa \7» i ^

. j U -  ^ s -  : J l 5  L>

“The Prophet 0  passed by Sa’d when he was performing wudoo\ and 
he said, ‘W hat is this extravagance, O  Sa’d?’ He said, ‘Can there be 
any extravagance in wudoo’V He said, ‘Yes, even if  you are on the bank 
o f a flowing river.”’7

5. Mentioning Allah in the toilet areas or bringing something 
into the toilet area with the remembrance of Allah on it.

This is hated, and the Muslim must avoid this. It has been narrated 
by Ibn ‘Umar 0 .:

. 4 ^  %  f t  j& i i  ( JL - j aUI All >  H l r j  0*

“A man passed by while the Messenger o f Allah ^  was urinating. [The 
man] greeted him with salam, but he did not return the greeting.”8

This is because returning the salam is from remembrance o f Allah.

6. Wiping the head more than one time.

This is in opposition to the guidance o f the Prophet 0 ,  because he 
would only wipe his head one time. It has been narrated by ‘All in 
his description o f the wudoo’ o f the Prophet ffe that he said:

7 Collected by Imam Ahmad (6768) and Ibn Majah (419).

8 Sahih Muslim  3 7 0
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9

“He wiped his head once.”9

Abu Dawud said: “All the authentic ahadeeth narrated by ‘Uthman 
indicate that the head is to be wiped once.”

M istakes Related to Purification

7. Wiping the neck.

This is a mistake; in fact, some scholars consider this to be an innova­
tion because nothing like this has been affirmed from the Prophet 

The narrations mentioning this are fabrications. Some scholars 
have mentioned wiping the neck, but they were not aware that these 
narrations are not authentic. Thus, it is not prescribed to wipe the 
neck. It is necessary to avoid this in order to protect the legislation of 
Islam from additions.

8. Wiping the bottom of the khuff10 or sock when wiping over 
the socks.

This is a mistake and ignorance because the Prophet ^  wiped over 
the top o f the khuff. Mugheerah bin Shuba said:

. 1 j  aTp aJJ 1 aIJ 1 d  \j

“I saw the Messenger o f Allah wiping over the top o f the khuff. " 11

‘All bin Abl Talib i|§ said:
✓ x  ̂ o

j i j  ^  J j i  ois3 ois' j]

9 Collected by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa'l, and at-Tirm idhl, and collected in Buloogb al- 
Maram  (34).

10 Leather socks.

11 Collected by Abu Dawud, at-Tirm idhl, and Ahmad.
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“I f  the religion was based upon opinion, it would have been more 
befitting to wipe the bottom o f the k h u ff  and not the top. But I saw 
the Messenger o f Allah ift wiping over the top o f the khuff!’xl

9. Performing istinja113 ( after passing wind.

Passing wind does not require istinja (cleaning the private area with 
water). Istinja is only performed after urinating or defecating, so it is 
not necessary to perform istinja after passing wind, before perform­
ing wudoo’, as some o f the people do. The legislative text does not 
indicate that one should do such; rather, the texts show that the 
person only has to perform wudoo’ after passing wind. And all praises 
belong to Allah for His ease.

Imam Ahmad said: “There is no mention in the Book o f Allah or the 
Sunnah o f His Messenger that passing wind requires the person to 
perform istinja ; the only thing upon him is to perform wudoo’!’

12 Buloogb al-Mardm 60

13 Translators note: Istinja means removing with water whatever has been passed from 
the front or back passages o f urine or feces.
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Mistakes Regarding the Prayer

1. Abandoning the prayer completely.

This is disbelief, may Allah save us and our brother from that. 
The Qur'an, Sunnah, and consensus o f the ummah  prove that the 
complete abandonment o f the prayer is disbelief. Allah the Exalted 
said:

J  ilS'jJl l j j f j  fcUaJl I jiU lj J l i  >

But if they repent, establish the prayer, and give zakdh, 
then they are your brethren in religion.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:11]

“W hat caused you to enter the blazing Fire?” They 
said, “We were not o f those who prayed.”

[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:42-43]

The proof from the Sunnah is the hadlth o f Jabir The Prophet 0
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said:

.SbCaJl X ) ^ ) \  g  01

“Verily, between the person and polytheism and disbelief is the 
abandonment o f the prayer.”1

The Prophet i s  said:

JLai stUall Agidl

“The covenant that distinguishes between us and them is the prayer; 
thus, whoever abandons it has disbelieved.”2

As for the consensus, ‘Abdullah bin Shaqiq jf® said:

J U iS l l  #  I 0 j > ;  \  j jL - j  U p  U l U U js l  015"

“The Companions o f the Prophet fft did not think that abandoning; 
any deed was disbelief, apart from neglecting the prayer.”3

2. Delaying the prayer past its time.

Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed
hours.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:103]

This means that the prayers are set at certain times, so to delay them 
past the obligatory time is a major sin. And help is sought with Allah. 
Anas ii® said that the Prophet 0  said:

1 Sahih Muslim  82

: Narrated by Buraydah bin al-Husayb Sunan Ibn Mdjah.

' Jdm i’at- Tirmidhi 2 6 2 2
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S^A^? ^IJLj

.% £  $  14J  a Ji ^ J j  & ’ ! »u 0 U4 I J 1

“That is the prayer o f the hypocrite. He sits watching the sun until 
it is between the horns o f the Shaytan (just before sunset), then he 
stands and pecks four times, and he does not remember Allah except 
a little.”4

I f  this is the prayer o f the hypocrite, then how about the person who 
delays the prayer until the time completely goes out, without any 
excuse? More than one scholar has given the verdict that the person 
who abandons the obligatory prayer until the time expires, without a 
resolve to perform this prayer, has disbelieved.

3. Neglecting prayer in congregation, constantly or sometimes, 
for the men who are able to pray in congregation.

Establishing the prayer in congregation in the masjid is obligatory 
except for the person with a legislative excuse— in that case, it is 
allowable for him to remain behind. The Messenger o f Allah iH said:

0

. jT p  <d Vjdjs 4j\j

“Whoever hears the call to prayer and does not respond, there is no 
prayer for him, except for the one who has an excuse.”5

Allah the Exalted said:

Bow with those who bow.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:43]

4 Sahih Muslim  195

'  Sunan Ibn Mdjah 7 9 3
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The Prophet 0  said:

0 .M

“By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, I had thought o f ordering 
wood to be gathered, then I would command the call to prayer to be
given, and I would appoint a man to lead the people in prayer, then I 
would go to men [who do not attend the congregational prayer] and 
burn their houses down around them.”6

4. The absence of ease and tranquility throughout the prayer.

This is from ignorance which has become commonplace and 
widespread, and it is plain sin, because tranquility is a pillar o f the 
prayer and the prayer is not correct without it. The hadith o f the 
man who prayed badly is clear proof o f this. The meaning o f ease 
and tranquility in the prayer during the various movements— such 
as bowing, standing from bowing, prostrating, and sitting between 
the two prostrations— is that the person does not move until his 
bones settle in that position, and he does not rush to move to another 
pillar o f the prayer until each vertebra has settled in its position. The 
Prophet %  said to the man who rushed his prayer and did not pray 
with tranquility:

“Go back and pray, for indeed you have not prayed.”"

In the narration o f Rifa’ah bin Rafi’, the Prophet said to the man 
who prayed badly:

6 Sahih al-Bukhari 7224; Sahih Muslim 651 

Sahih al-Bukhari 6667
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j  ^ ip  Alaff ^ 2 J J  j*->

j»JaP J5^ ^t>- II j U <dJl pj
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“Then pronounce the takbeer (saying ‘Allah is the Greatest’), then bow 
and place your palms on your knees until your joints are at ease and 
even. Then say: ‘Allah responds to those who praise Him,’ and stand 
up straight until each bone takes its position.”8

5. The absence of focus and devoutness in the prayer, and a lot 
of movement in the prayer.

Focus and solemnity (khushoo) is in the heart, the stillness o f the 
limbs, and humility towards Allah. Allah praised His slaves in His 
statement:

4  ^ 4 ^ -  ^  y

Those who offer their prayers with all solemnity and 
full submissiveness.

[Surah al-Mu'minun 23:2]

And His statement:

4 ^
Verily, they used to hasten to do good deeds, and they 
used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to 

humble themselves before Us.

[Surah al-Anbiya 21:90]

It is necessary for the slave to keep their limbs still and their heart

* Sahih al-Bukhari 757; Sahih Muslim 397
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solemn and focused in order to perfect the reward for their prayer. It 
has been narrated from ‘Ammar bin Yasir that he said: “I heard the 
Prophet 0  say:

' g L g - c L ?  LgJLlj ^  G--xS" UJ *— j Oj
%>>

. ' g IgHj L^Ajj L̂ -l—»>- JA

“A  man returns after praying and it has only been written for him, a 
tenth o f his prayer, or a ninth, or an eighth, or a seventh, or a sixth, or 
a fifth, or a third, or half.’”9

The reason for his reward being decreased is due to the deficiency of 
focus and solemnity (khushoo) in his heart, his hands, and the like.

6. Purposely preceding the imam in the prayer.

This invalidates the prayer or the rak’ah. Whoever bows before the 
imam, his rak’ah is invalid. His rak’ah  is only valid if  he bows after 
the imam. This applies to the other pillars o f the prayer as well. It is 
obligatory upon the person to follow the imam and not precede him 
He does not precede the imam or lag behind him by a pillar or more 
The Prophet 0  said:

“The imam is appointed only to be followed; when he says, Allah is 
the Greatest,’ say, ‘Allah is the Greatest,’ and do not say ‘Allah is the 
Greatest’ until he says Allah is the Greatest.’ W hen he bows, bow; and 
do not bow until he bows.”10

As for the one who forgets or is ignorant, he is excused.

9 Sunan Abi Dawud 796

10 Sunan Abi Dawud 603
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7. Standing to complete the missed rak’ah before the Imam 
says the second tasleem.11

This is based upon what has been collected in Sahih Muslim. The 
Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

. 'J j  JL  J  'i/

“Do not precede me in bowing, prostrating, standing, or departing.”12

The scholars said: The meaning o f “departing” is the tasleem at the 
end o f the prayer. It is called “departing” because it allows the person 
to depart afterwards, and he only departs after the second tasleem. 
The person who has to make up part o f his prayer waits until the 
imam has completed his prayer, then he stands and completes what 
he has missed from his prayer. And Allah knows best.

8. Pronouncing the intention at the time of prayer.

This is an innovation, and I have previously mentioned the evidence 
for the prohibition o f innovation. The Prophet IS  never audibly 
pronounced his intention for the prayer. Ibn al-Qayyim mW said: 
“W hen the Prophet 0  stood for the prayer, he said, Allah is the 
Greatest.’ And he did not say anything before it. He absolutely did 
not utter his intention. He did not say, T will pray for Allah prayer 
such-and-such, facing the direction o f prayer, with four units o f 
prayer, leading those behind me, or being led.’ He did not say, ‘I am

11 Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen life- said: “It is prescribed that the person 
should not stand until the imam has said salam the second time, because the prayer con­
cludes with the second tasleem. Som e o f  the scholars say that if  the person praying behind 
the imam stands before the second tasleem, his prayer becomes an optional prayer; mean­
ing, this prayer does not count as his obligatory prayer. Thus, it is obligatory upon those 
praying behind the imam to wait until the imam says the second tasleem before standing.” 
(Fatdwd Noor ‘Alad-Darb, tape #290)

12 Sahih Muslim 4 2 6
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performing a prayer during its time or making up a prayer.’ All o f 
this is an innovation. There is not a single narration with an authen­
tic chain o f narration or a weak chain o f narration, or a fabricated 
hadith, which mentions him doing any o f this. This was not done by 
the Companions, those who followed the Companions, or the four 
Imams.”13

9. Not reciting Soorah al-Fatihah in the prayer.

The recitation o f al-Fatihah14 is a pillar o f the prayer and the prayer 
is not correct for the person who does not recite al-Fatihah. The 
Prophet ^  said:

. ib t i  14JU t ”  r u5

“Whoever offers a prayer and does not recite the opening chapter o f 
the Book, then it is defective, incomplete.” (He said this three times).15

The Prophet said:

“There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the opening o f the 
Book.”16

And the Prophet 0  said:

4s * u [a j 'ill *il : J l i  o i l? -  OjJyiij  ̂C1. 1

13 Zad al-Ma'ad or Prophetic Guidance

14 Translator’s note: Al-Fatihah is the opening chapter o f  the Qur'an.

14 Sahih Muslim  395

16 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7 5 6
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“Perhaps you recite behind your imam?" They said, “Yes,” He said, 
“Do not do that, except for the opening o f the Book (al-Fatihah), for 
there is no prayer for the one who does not recite it.”17

The recitation o f al-Fatihah for those praying behind the imam is 
always done in silent prayer. As for the prayers in which the recita­
tion is aloud, there is a known difference o f opinion concerning this 
matter. The majority o f the scholars say the recitation is waived in 
this case, but to recite it is to free oneself o f blame and safer for the 
religion. Most o f the scholars who say that it is waived in this case 
still say that reciting it is recommended.

10. Reciting the Qur'an in rukoo’ and sujood.

This is prohibited due to the hadith o f Ibn Abbas sii. The Prophet 0  
said:

* £ £ °£ o £ . t H ' ,£
.U > - U  j !  \if\j \'J\ 0 ! J\

“Verily, I have been forbidden from reciting the Qur'an when bowing 
or prostrating.

All bin Abl Talib i i i  said:

j! u rr, V}\ ol jJL j &\ J b

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  forbade me from reciting Qur'an while 
bowing and prostrating.”19

11. Raising the eyes towards the sky during the prayer or 
looking to the right and left without a need.

17 Sunan Abi Dawud 823

18 Sunan an-Nasai 1045

19 Sahih Muslim 479
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Raising the eyes towards the sky during the prayer is prohibited and 
there is a threat for those who do so. The Messenger o f Allah m  said:

jl p C Ji j  FuiJi j i  fiji!

“The people will either stop lifting their eyes to the sky during the 
prayer or their eyesight will not return to them.”20

As for looking around during the prayer, this decreases the prayer 
o f the slave if  the person does not look completely in another direc­
tion; but if  he looks completely in another direction, it invalidates 
the prayer. It has been narrated from A’ishah ^  that she said:

y> CJla ibCall J  o l i h \  ( JL -j U p  U l U l J j U

. q *  oUalijl UJUo

“I asked the Messenger o f Allah 0  about looking around in the prayer. 
He replied, ‘It is a way o f stealing by which the Shaytan takes away (a 
portion) from the prayer o f a person.”’21

And the Prophet %  said:

. jU 5*>U<ajl olid'yij iiljl

“Beware o f looking around in the prayer, for surely looking around 
during the prayer is destruction.”22

And there are other narrations prohibiting looking around during the 
prayer.

12. Squatting during the prayer, and spreading the arms in 
prostration.

20 Sahih Muslim 428

21 Sahih al-Bukharil'bX

22 Jdmi’at-Tirmidhi 589
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Squatting is prohibited based on the hadith narrated by Abu 
Hurayrah He said:

d J j jJ l  j t '  ds'ti aIIp lUl 4JJI 3

o l i d l i f  o l ld U  s_JiS0l f.lAil5fA  ̂ I, ' ^
“The Messenger o f Allah %  prohibited me from three things: from 
pecking like a rooster pecks, squatting like a dog squats, and looking 
around like a fox looks around.”23

The Messenger o f Allah ^  forbade the people from spreading their 
arms like a beast o f prey does. The Prophet %  said:

. i^TSsJt yuL J j sjCli JS~\ Ijl

“W hen one o f you prostrates, let him be balanced and not spread his 
arms [like] the spreading o f a dog.”24

13. Wearing transparent or flimsy clothes that do not hide the 
‘awrah.25

This invalidates the prayer because covering the ‘awrah is a condition 
for the correctness o f the prayer. The ‘awrah o f the man, according to 
the correct viewpoint, is between the navel and the knee. Likewise, it 
is obligatory to cover the two shoulders or one o f them. This is based 
upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

23 Collected by Ahmad.

2,1 Sunan Ibn Mdjah 941

25 Translator’s note: The ‘awrah o f  a man is the area between the navel and the knee. 
Shavkh Ibn 'Uthaym een said, “There are several opinions concerning the matter: O ne 
is that the knee is included in the ‘awrah so it must be covered. The second opinion is 

that the navel and the knee are both part o f  the ‘awrah so they must both be covered. The 
third opinion— which is the well-known view am ong our madhhab— is that the navel and 

the knee are not included in the ‘awrah, so they do not have to be covered. This is based 
on the definition o f  the ‘awrah as being ‘between the navel and the knee.’” (Ash-Sharh al- 
M um ti' 2/160)
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O Children o f Adam! Take your adornment while 
praying.

[Surah al-A 'raf 7:31 ]

One garment is sufficient to cover the ‘awrah, based upon the hadith 
o f ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah

y  ^  3  j-A j <_$lj Ail
" " ,  ,  ,  c

. p ^Lp  ULidJ aCL- c J j  (_5?

“He saw the Messenger o f Allah 0  praying in one garment in the 
house o f Umm Salamah. He was completely covered by it and had 
put both ends over his shoulders.”26

Imam Ibn Qudamah said: “It is required is to wear something that 
conceals the color o f the skin. I f  it is light and shows the color o f 
the skin underneath it, and one can tell whether the skin is white or 
red, then it is not permissible to pray in it, because it does not cover 
properly.” (Al-Mughni 1/337).

14. Women not wearing a head covering or not covering their 
feet during the prayer.

The ‘awrah for the woman during the prayer is her entire body except 
for the face, and there is no harm in her covering her face during the 
prayer if  a need arises, such as men passing by. Thus, it is obligatory 
upon her to wear a khimdr, and this is the garment that covers her 
head and chest. This is based upon the statement o f the Prophet ffc:

Sii b u  &\ y j z  v

“Allah does not accept the prayer o f a woman who reaches the age of

26 Sahih Muslim 517
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menses, unless (she covers herself) with a khimar (overgarment).”27

Likewise, it is obligatory for her to cover her feet based upon the 
hadith:

“The woman is an !awrah.”28

Umm Salamah was asked by the mother o f Ibn Zayd concerning the 
garment o f the woman during prayer. Umm Salamah said:

“She should pray in a khimar (head cover) and a long, loose fitting 
garment that covers the tops o f her feet.”29

This meaning is found in the hadith o f Umm Salamah:

aJJI y r  ^

fL - J l  1̂ c -JU i aJ I

Ip l j i  : J l i  lil clj ? * 1 J-

. <uip

“The Messenger o f Allah said, ‘Whoever allows his garment to drag 
out o f pride, Allah will not look at him on the Day o f Resurrection.’ 
Umm Salamah said, ‘W hat should women do with their hems?’ He 
said, ‘Lower it a handspan.’ She said, ‘Then their feet will show.’ He 
said, ‘Let them lower it a cubit, but no more than that.’”30

27 Narrated by Abu Dawud in As-Saldh (54 6 ); classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih Sunan 
Abi Ddwiid (596).

28 Jam i’ at-Tirmidhi 1173

211 Narrated by Abu Dawud (639).

30 Narrated by at-Tirm idhi (1731) and an-Nasa'i (5 3 3 6 ); classed as sahih by al-Albani in 
Sahih at-Tirmidhi.
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15. Walking in front of the person praying when they are 
leading the prayer or praying individually, and stepping over the 
people’s necks during Friday prayer.

The person who walks in front o f the person praying, or in front o f 
his barrier, earns a sin. I f  the person is praying without a barrier, then 
he has up to the area he prostrates, and the person can walk beyond 
that.31 The Prophet fH said:

aJ \£- 01 o i53 aIIp b u  J u i i i  ^ 1 ;  £  ju J i  j f c

. 4j Ol Q*

“I f  the one who passes in front o f a person who is praying knew what 
(a burden o f sin) he bears, it would be better for him to stand for 40 
rather than pass in front o f him.”32

Those who step over the necks o f the people during Friday prayer 
harm the worshipers in addition to their tardiness for the prayer. It 
was narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Busr:

aIIp  aJJI AjLL?JI O U j J a>-j

. c J i l  Aii <uI p  lUl aJ J U i

“A man came and started stepping over the people one Friday when 
the Messenger o f Allah 0  was delivering the sermon, and the Prophet 
0  said to him, ‘Sit down, for you have annoyed (people).”’33

31 Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen ji&p- said, concerning the differences o f  scholarly opinion con­
cerning the distance within which the worshiper should stop anyone from passing in front 
o f  him: “The most correct opinion is that it is the distance between his feet and the place 
where he prostrates. That is because the one who is praying has no right to anything more 
than what he needs tor his prayer. So he does not have the right to prevent the people 
from (using space) that he does not need.” (Ash-Sharh al-M um ti’ 3/340)

32 Narrated by al-Bukhari (510) and Muslim (507).

33 Narrated by Abu Dawud (1118) and Ibn M ajah (1115).
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Stepping over the people is prohibited. The person should sit in the 
masjid in the first open space, unless he sees a clear opening he can 
reach.

16. Not saying the opening takbeer when the person enters the 
prayer while the Imam is in rukoo’ (bowing).

This is a mistake because the opening takbeer is a pillar o f the prayer; 
thus, it is obligatory for the person to say it while standing. Then 
after that, they bow with the imam in rukoo’. The opening takbeer 
suffices so the person does not need to say the takbeer for bowing into 
rukoo, but if  they begin with the opening takbeer and then say the 
takbeer for rukoo’, it is more complete. Abu Hurayrah ^  said:

y  jy y  ji&j 5*>Cah ^li lil OlS" aJJI ^

“W hen the Messenger o f Allah fl? stood up to pray, he would say 
takbeer when he stood up, then he would say takbeer when he 
bowed.”34

17. Not following the imam when the person arrives while the 
imam is sitting or prostrating.

It is preferred and more correct for the person who enters the masjid 
to join the imam in any position he may be in, whether prostrating or 
otherwise. The Prophet ffc said:

. I 5

“I f  you come to prayer and we are prostrating, then prostrate.”35

34 Narrated by al-Bukhari (789) and Muslim (392).

34 Narrated by Abu Dawud (8 9 3 ); classed as has an by al-Aibani in Sahih Sunan Abi
Dawud.
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I f  someone delays prostrating, he deprives himself o f an act o f worship 
that is beloved to Allah. The Prophet 0  said:

US' J U -  J e  f u )\ j s ^ i\  ftjS A  j\  \l\

“W hen one o f you comes to the prayer and the imam is in any 
position, let him do what the imam is doing.”36

Mu’adh bin Jabal M  said:

Z i, y *  ji bui  oj Jii .l^ju ju- Sty'S/
. I ji is li dJJJbf

“I do not see him (the Prophet) in any position except that I follow 
him.” The Prophet 0  said, “Surely, Mu’adh has initiated a sunnah for 
you, so follow it.37

18. Actions that distract the person from the prayer.

This is proof that the person prefers the worldly life over the Hereafter, 
obeying his desire over obedience to Allah, amusement over remem­
brance o f Allah, and that is a loss and evil consequence upon the 
individual. Allah the Exalted said:

^ L -  N ijiiT  3 J 1 1^5 b >

*1 ji-ft d ic i jb  vliJi J i i j  j S J  4JJI

O you who believe! Let not your properties or your 
children divert you from the remembrance o f Allah.

And whosoever does that, then they are the losers.

[Surah al-Munafiqun 63:9]

36 Narrated by at-Tirm idhi (5 9 1 ); classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih at-Tirmidhi.

37 Sunan Abi Dawud  506
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And He praised the believers with His statement:

flS jj Ai\ / S  j t .  g  ojl^ j Sf )

3*>0aJl

Men whom neither trade nor sale diverts them from 
the remembrance o f Allah, nor from establishing the

prayer.
[Surah an-Nur 24:37]

This is any action that distracts the person from prayer or causes them 
to be lazy in it, such as staying awake all night. This is not permissible 
because that which leads to the impermissible is, itself, impermissi­
ble. And Allah guides to the Straight Path.

19. Fidgeting with clothes or watches during the prayer.

This action negates focus and devoutness in the prayer, and the proof 
for focus and devoutness in the prayer has been mentioned in the 5th 
affair. The Messenger o f Allah %  forbade rubbing pebbles during the 
prayer because it negates focus in the prayer. He said:

“W hen one o f you is standing in prayer, let him not rub pebbles, 
because the mercy o f Allah is facing him.”38

The movement may increase to the extent that it no longer appears as 
though he is praying, and thus the prayer will be invalid.

20. Closing the eyes during the prayer without reason.

Closing the eyes during the prayer is hated. Ibn al-Qayyim said:

38 Sunan an-Nasd'i 1191
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“Closing the eyes during the prayer is not from the guidance o f the 
Prophet 0 .  And the scholars have differed over whether it is hated 
or not. Imam Ahmad and others have stated that this is hated. They 
said it resembles the action o f the Jews, while other scholars have 
allowed it without hating it. They said: It could be more likely to 
bring about focus during the prayer, and focus and devoutness is the 
spirit, distinction, and intent o f the prayer. The correct viewpoint is: 
I f  opening the eyes does not infringe on focusing in the prayer, then it 
is better. I f  opening the eyes comes between the person and focusing 
in the prayer due to something in front o f him such as decoration, 
ornaments, or something that will distract his heart, then it is not 
hated to close the eyes at all. The viewpoint that, in this case, it is 
recommended to close the eyes, is closer to the principle o f the legis­
lation and the intent o f the prayer than the statement that it is hated. 
And Allah knows best.”

21. Eating, drinking, and laughing during the prayer invalidates 
the prayer.

Eating and drinking during the obligatory prayers invalidates the 
prayer according to the consensus o f the scholars. Ibn al-Mundhir 
said: “The scholars have agreed that the person is prohibited from 
eating and drinking, and all the scholars from whom knowledge 
is taken have agreed that whoever purposely eats or drinks during 
the obligatory prayer must repeat his prayer.” Likewise, the consen­
sus o f the scholars that laughing invalidates the prayer has also been 
narrated by Ibn al-Mundhir.

22. Raising the voice with recitation and disturbing those 
around you.

It is recommended that the person should be able to hear himself 
while not reciting so loudly that he harms those reciting the Qur'an 
or praying. ‘Imran bin Husayn narrated:
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(*-̂ J t.^3 1̂ O jij Ol
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“The Messenger o f Allah ifc prayed the Dhuhr prayer and a man 
behind him recited Surah al-A’la. W hen he finished, [the Prophet] 
turned and said, ‘W hich one o f you was reciting?’ or ‘W hich one of 
you was the reciter?’ A man responded, ‘It was I .’ The Prophet 0  said, 
‘I thought that some o f you were disputing with me (concerning what 
I was reciting).”’39

The scholars have said that this statement o f the Prophet was his 
disapproval o f this action.

Ibn Taymiyyah said: “Whoever recites the Qur'an while the people 
are praying optional prayers, then he should not recite loudly as to 
distract them. The Prophet 0  came out to his Companions and they 
were praying with their voices raised. He said:

“‘When you pray, you are talking confidentially to your Lord. So look 
to what you confide to Him with, and do not raise your voices over 
each other with the Qur'an.’40”

23. Annoying the worshipers by crowding them.

This is from the prohibited harms. The worshiper selects a space 
which is empty, unless he sees an opening he can easily reach without 
harming the people. It is prohibited to harm the people, especially

39 Sahih Muslim  3 9 8

40 Narrated by Imam Ahmad (4928).
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during Friday prayers. The Prophet 0  said to the man who stepped 
over the people during Friday prayers, which was narrated by 
‘Abdullah bin Busr:

. c J i l  J t i i

“Sit down, for you have annoyed (people).”41

24. Not straightening the rows for prayer.

Allah commanded us to establish the prayer.

^ 'y*S) j  y

And establish the prayer.

[Siirah al-Bacjarah 2:43]

And the Prophet said:

. olil 1 iji'/nW oU <•

“Straighten your rows, for straightening the rows is part o f establish­
ing prayer.”42

And the Prophet said:

£  ill 1 ^ 4  j '

“Make your rows straight or Allah will cause discord among you. ” 43

There are numerous ahadeeth which command and incite the straight­
ening o f the rows for prayer.

41 Narrated by Abu Dawud (1118) and Ibn M ajah (1 1 1 5 ).

42 Sahih al-Bukhari 723

41 Sahih al-Bukhari 7 1 7 ; Sahih Muslim  4 3 6
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25. Raising the feet off the ground while in sujood (prostration).

This is in opposition to what we have been commanded with. Ibn 
‘Abbas iH said that the Prophet ^  said:

“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven, but not to tuck up 
my hair or my garment.”44

The Prophet 0  said:

“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven bones: on the 
forehead,” and he pointed to his nose, “and on the two hands, the two 
knees, and the toes o f the two feet.”45

The person is commanded to prostrate on his feet, and the most 
complete manner o f doing this is with the toes facing towards the 
iqiblah. The restriction is that he must place a part o f each foot on 
the ground. I f  he lifts either foot, his prostration is not correct if  it 
remains raised throughout his prostration.

26. Placing the right hand over the left hand and raising the 
hands to the neck.

This is in opposition to the Sunnah, because the Prophet H? used 
to place his right hand over his left hand on his chest. The Sunnah 
is accomplished by placing the hands in the middle o f the chest or 
below it, at the heart. This is because the heart is in the chest, based

44 Sunan Ibn Mdjah 9 3 4

44 Sahih al-Bukhdri 812; Sahih Muslim 490
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upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted.

But it is the hearts which are in the breasts that grow
blind.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:46]

Raising the hands to the neck is a mistake and in opposition to the 
Sunnah. That which has been narrated from ‘All concerning the 
explanation o f the verse:

Therefore, turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice 
(to Him only).

[Surah al-Kawthar 108:2]

This narration is weak and cannot be used as evidence for placing the 
hands at the neck.

27. Raising the hands at the time of sujood (prostration) or 
raising the hands from the position of sujood.

This is in opposition to the well-known Sunnah which has been 
narrated by most o f the Companions who narrated which position 
the hands should be raised to. It is befitting to adhere to the 
well-known Sunnah except in the case when the students o f knowl­
edge are alone with each other. In this case, he can do what he deems 
most correct from the Sunnah which the general viewpoint o f the 
scholars opposes. But as for when he is in front o f the people, he 
should do what is well-known, known from the Sunnah, which most 
o f the scholars are upon.

The well-known Sunnah which must be adhered to is that there are 
four places where the hands are raised:
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1) At the opening takbeer

2) W hen bowing for rukoo’

3) After raising from rukoo’

4) After standing for the third rak’ah 

Ibn ‘Umar i l l  said:

lil ajA* OlS* aIIp  *1^ ^ ^
 ̂ 0
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“The Messenger o f Allah |§F used to raise his hands to shoulder level 
when he started to pray, when he said Allahu Akbar’btteve bowing in 
rukoo’, and when he raised his head from rukoo’.”46

In another narration, it states:

• &  Al-ij ^  d lls  T/j

“But he did not do that when he prostrated or when he raised his 
head from prostration.”47

In a narration collected by Muslim, he said:

• ^ ^ n l l  jA  i d l j  i i i l '  T/j

“But he did not do it at the time o f raising his head from prostra­
tion.”48

And Ibn ‘Umar said:

. 4jJ j  ' jS  ^  ^  (*■̂ '■''3 a-1p <UJl aUI J O l S *

46 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7 3 5 ; Sahih Muslim  3 9 0

4_ Sunan an-Nasai 8 7 6

48 Sahih Muslim  3 9 0
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“W hen the Messenger o f Allah 0  stood at the end o f two raka’at, he 
uttered the takbeer (‘Allah is the Greatest’) and raised his hands.”49

28. Some of the imams rush through the prayer without 
tranquility and without giving those following them the ability 
to become tranquil in the prayer and recite Surah al-Fatihah, 
especially in the final rak’ah.

The imam is responsible for having a good, sound prayer because the 
people take him as an example, so it is upon him to investigate and 
study the Sunnah. Tranquility is a pillar o f the prayer, and it is even 
more affirmed as it relates to the imam because he is followed as an 
example. Likewise, reciting al-Fatihah is a pillar o f the prayer, so it is 
obligatory that those following the imam be given the opportunity to 
recite it. We have already mentioned the proof for tranquility and the 
recitation o f al-Fatihah being pillars o f the prayer.

29. Not giving concern to prostrating upon seven bones (the 
forehead with the nose, the two palms, the two knees, and the 
toes of both feet).

Al-‘Abbas bin ‘Abdil-Muttalib i&B said, “I heard the Messenger o f 
Allah 0  say:

. s lilS 'jj oLaifj  i_j \j \ -Lodi lil

‘“W hen a person prostrates, seven parts o f his body prostrate with 
him: his forehead, his two hands, his two knees, and his two feet.’”50

Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Prophet said:

  £
49 Sunan Abi Dawud  743

50 Sahih Muslim  491
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“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven bones: on the 
forehead,” and he pointed to his nose, “and on the two hands, the two 
knees, and the toes o f the two feet.”51

There are some people who don’t place the forehead and nose firmly 
upon the ground when in sujood, or they lift their feet, or they don’t 
place their palms firmly on the ground. All o f this contradicts what 
we have been commanded to do.

30. Not giving concern to learning the rules and regulations of 
the prayer

This opposes the manner in which the Muslims should conduct 
themselves, for surely the prayer is the greatest physical pillar o f 
Islam. Allah has commanded us to establish the prayer:

And establish the prayer.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:43]

Tliere are 70  verses or more containing this command, and it is not 
possible to establish the prayer without knowing its rules and regula­
tions and knowing the manner o f the Prophet’s prayer Ife. The prayer 
is from the actions o f which no one is allowed to be ignorant. Its 
rulings must be known, as well as its conditions, pillars, obligations, 
and its rulings for the prostration o f forgetfulness and the like. It is 
obligatory to know these rulings. Not knowing these rulings could 
cause the Muslim to be ignorant o f what invalidates his prayer. And 
Allah is the One W ho guides and grants success.

51 Sahih al-Bukhdn 812; Sahih Muslim 490
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31-34. Not giving concern to the recitation of al-Fatihah and 
reciting it with errors. An example of this is reciting the word 
‘alamln with a kasrah vowel on the letter lam, placing a fathah 
vowel on the letter hamzah in the word ihdina, and placing a 
dammah vowel on the letter taa' in the word an’amta.

These mistakes and mistakes similar to these must be avoided, and 
the person who makes mistakes like this cannot lead others in prayer. 
I f  he makes a mistake that alters the meaning o f the verse— such as 
placing a dammah vowel on the letter taa' in the word an’amta— his 
prayer is invalid.

35. Cracking the knuckles.

This is hated and prohibited during the prayer. As for cracking the 
knuckles, it has been narrated that Shu’bah, the freed slave o f Ibn 
Abbas, said:

e it
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. 5*>L/2Jl c —Jl j dJ-*?LM £ aai ! dJJ 1̂ ^

“May you have no mother!52 You crack your knuckles while you are 
praying:

36. Interlocking the fingers.

This is hated. The Prophet 0  said:

««-j-d3j  Li?y lil

52 Translator’s note: ‘lyad said: “This is a normal saying o f  the Arab when displeased 
or amazed by something and the actual meaning o f  the statement is not intended.
(Explanation o f  Sahih al-Bukhari)

53 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah (2/344). Al-Albani reported it in Irwa al-Ghaleel (2/99).
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4 j l i  c4j A>

“W hen one o f you performs wudoo’ and does it well, then goes out 
intending the masjid, let him not interlace his hands, for he is in a 
state o f prayer.”

Abu Hurayrah said, “The Prophet 0  said:

OlS' jid ĝj Jj-\ lv?jJ !i!

tljisJS  J JUIJ

‘“W hen one o f you performs wudoo’ in his home then goes to the 
masjid, he is in prayer until he returns, thus let him not do like this.’ 
And he interlocked his fingers.”

37. Putting someone forward to lead the prayer who is not 
qualified while more qualified people are present.

This opposes the purpose o f the imam. And he is an example, thus 
the imam must be one o f understanding who is able to recite. The 
Prophet 0  said:

“Put forth those best versed in the recitation o f the Book o f Allah to 
lead the prayer.”54

The scholars have affirmed that the person who does not recite 
well should not be put forward to lead the prayer, nor the person 
with obvious sin upon him, or the person with a bad history, or the 
innovator, or the sinner and the like. They are not to be put forward. 
But if  they are put forward to lead the prayer, the prayer o f those 
praying behind them is correct. And Allah knows best.

54 Sahih Muslim  2 3 7 3
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38. Grammatical mistakes in the recitation of the Noble Qur'an.

This is an obvious deficiency. It is the right o f the Qur'an that it be 
recited free o f grammatical errors. Thus, the Muslim strives with 
himself to recite with ta jw eed  and a good recitation. Allah the Exalted 
said:

And recite the Qur'an (aloud) in a slow, (pleasant 
tone and) style.

[Surah al-Muzzammil 73:4]

And He said:

And when We have recited it to you, then follow you 
its recital.

[Surah al-Qiydmah 75:18]

The meaning o f that is to recite it with the proper vowelization it 
deserves, pronouncing the letters clearly, without grammatical errors. 
There is a reward for the person who does this with a sincere inten­
tion. ‘A'ishah said that the Prophet iH said:

<ui OQi11 \ j c S jjJ l  iOQtib
3_

. a! $ aTp

“The one who is skilled in reciting Qur'an will be with the noble 
and obedient scribes (i.e., the angels), and the one who reads the 
Qur'an and struggles with it because it is difficult for him will have 
two rewards.”55

55 Sahih Muslim 798
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39. Some men praying behind the women in Masjid al-Haram.

This includes men praying behind women in other places as well. This 
is from the hated things in the prayer because it is the Sunnah for the 
women to pray behind the men. W hen men pray behind women, it 
removes focus and devotion from their prayers and it distracts from 
their prayer due to them looking at [the women]. Men should never 
line up to pray behind women except when it is unavoidable, like 
those who end up behind women because they missed the Eid or 
Jum uah prayer. Some o f the scholars have stated that the excep­
tion for this is when praying in Masjid al-Haram. This was stated by 
Shaykh Abdul-Azeez bin Baz lislST

40. Women coming to the masjid beautified and perfumed.

This is an obvious evil witnessed during Ramadan and outside o f 
Ramadan. The woman is only coming to the prayer to worship her 
Guardian, not to display her beauty and clothes. Perhaps men will 
look at her, so she will earn a sin and decrease her reward based upon 
her action.

The Prophet Ife said:

. Hi* j  o\y>\

“Any woman who has scented herself with bakhoor (incense), let her 
not attend Tsha' prayers with us.”56

The Prophet Hi said:

'cfr’M  y
“Do not prevent the female servants o f Allah from going to the

56 Sahih Muslim 444
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mosques o f Allah, but let them go out looking unadorned.”'’

The meaning o f “unadorned” is not beautified and not perfumed.

CLARIFYING COM M ON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AM ONG THE MUSLIMS

57 Narrated by Ahmad (9362) and Abu Dawud (565).
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Mistakes Related to Dti'a'

1. Raising the hands after the obligatory prayers.

I f  the person adheres to this practice, it is an innovation. After the 
obligatory prayers, the Sunnah is to remember Allah, seek forgive­
ness, say “nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah, Allah 
is free from imperfections, all praises belong to Allah, Allah is the 
Greatest,” and to supplicate individually without raising the hands. 
This is what the Prophet Hf used to do. He did not raise his hands 
in du’u after the obligatory prayers. To do so is in opposition to the 
Sunnah, and adhering to this practice is an innovation.

2. Raising the hands during the obligatory prayers.

This is like the person who raises his hands as he is rising from bowing, 
as though he is supplicating in qunoot. This has not been narrated 
from the Sunnah o f the Prophet iH, and this was not done by the 
rightly guided caliphs, nor was it done by any o f the Companions. 
And any action not done by the Prophet 0  and his Companions falls 
into his statement:
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• K) ^  ^  LS? Cr*

“Whoever introduces something into this affair o f ours which is not 
from it, it is rejected.”1

• b  ^  Cr  ̂  dr*

“Whoever does an action which is not from our affair, it is rejected.”

3. Apathy as it relates to focus and an attentive heart during
du’a ’.

Allah the Exalted said:

4  (*-̂ nj  y

Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret.

[Surah al-A'raf 7:55]

And Allah the Exalted said:

Verily, they used to hasten to do good deeds, and they 
used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to 

humble themselves before Us.

[Surah al-Anbiya 21:90]

When supplicating, the person must have focus, humility, humble­
ness, and an attentive heart. These are the manners o f du’a. The 
person who supplicates is diligent in receiving an answer to his du’a 
and having his request fulfilled; it is a must that he is diligent in

1 Sahih Muslim  1718 

J Sahih Muslim  1718
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perfecting his du’a  and adorning it so that it is elevated to his Creator 
such that He will answer it.

The Prophet Hi said:

. d i  J i l i -

“Call upon Allah while you are certain o f a response, and remember 
that Allah will not answer a du’a  that comes from a negligent and 
heedless heart.”3

4. Losing hope that the du’a' will be accepted and being hasty 
waiting for a response.

This is from the affairs which prevent du’a ’ from being accepted. The 
Prophet 0  said:

“The du’a  o f one o f you will be accepted as long as he is not hasty and 
doesn’t say, ‘I supplicated but I was not answered.’”4

We have previously mentioned that the person must be certain his 
du’a  will be answered because he is supplicating to the Most Kind 
and Most Generous. Allah the Exalted said:

And your Lord said, “Invoke Me, I will respond to 
your (invocation).”

[Surah Ghdfir 40:60]

3 Narrated by at-Tirm idhl (3 4 7 9 ); classed as hasan by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Tir- 
midhi (2766).

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 6 3 4 0
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The person whose supplication is not accepted must fall into one of 
two categories:

1) There are things present preventing his supplication from 
being answered, such as breaking the ties o f kinship, wrongdoing, 
or consuming that which is impermissible. In most cases, this will 
prevent the du’a i rom being answered.

2) The answer to his du’a  will be delayed and stored for him or 
an evil will be diverted from him equivalent to his supplication. The 
Prophet 0  said:

“There is no Muslim who calls upon his Lord with a du’a  in which 
there is no sin or severing o f family ties except that Allah will give 
him one o f three things: either He will answer his prayer quickly, or 
He will store (the reward for) it in the Hereafter, or He will divert an 
equivalent evil away from him.” They said, “We will say more du’a "  
He said, “Allah’s bounty is greater.”5

As for what has been narrated:

. + .)oP aIJI J j'S- \jJL ^ j

“Seek to draw closer to Allah by virtue o f my status, for my status 
with Allah is great.”6

This is a fabrication and it is not authentically narrated from the 
Prophet Ife.

5 Narrated by Ahmad (1 0 7 4 9 ) and at-Tirm idhl (3 5 7 3 ). Classed as sahih by al-Albani in
Mishkdt al-Masabeeh (2199).

6 Translator’s note: Ibn Taymiyyah and al-Albani said: It has no basis. See Iqtida as-Sirat 
al-Mustaqeem by Ibn Taymiyyah (2/415) and As-Silsilah ad-Da’eefah (22) by al-Albani.

86



M istakes Related to D u'a '

5. Overstepping the bounds in du’a ’, such as praying for 
something sinful or severing the ties of kinship.

This is from the matters which prevent du’d f rom being accepted. The 
Prophet 0  said:

“There will be a people who exceed the bounds in du'a.”7 

Allah the Exalted said:

Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. He 
likes not the aggressors.

[Surah al-A'raf 7:55]

Exceeding the bounds in du’a  includes praying for something sinful, 
a calamity, or severing ties o f kinship. The Prophet 0  said:

“There is not a Muslim upon the earth who calls upon Allah with 
any supplication except that Allah grants it to him or He turns away 
from him the like o f it in evil, as long as he does not supplicate for 
something sinful or for severing the ties o f kinship.”8

7 Sunan Ibn Mdjah 3 8 6 4  

5 Jam i’at-Tirmidhi 3 5 7 3
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Mistakes Concerning 
Jumu'ah (Friday)

1. Specifying the night of Jumu‘ah with the night prayer and 
the day of Jumu'ah with fasting.

This is prohibited based upon the narration o f Muhammad bin Ubad 
bin Ja’far, who said:

a T p  <dJl 1̂11 “dJl

“I asked Jabir <§!£, ‘Did the Prophet ife forbid fasting on Fridays?’ He 
replied: ‘Yes.’”'

The Prophet 0  said:

^ j j  N j  C ^  ^ \ 1 a j  a J l I I  1j . / S - r i J  N

. pS"JS-\ i (̂ rJ A'«-/3i
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1 Al-Bukhari and Muslim



M istakes C on cern in g  ju m u 'a h  (Friday)

“Do not single out the night o f Friday from other nights for standing 
in prayer, and do not single out Friday from other days for fasting, 
unless it is part o f a fast that one o f you regularly observes.”2

2. Indifference towards listening to the Friday sermon, or 
talking while the imam is delivering the sermon.

Listening to the Friday sermon and remaining silent has been 
affirmed in many ahadith, as well as the prohibition o f speaking and 
not listening to the sermon. The Prophet Hf said:

. ■ *da>«j i - . .si\\ c J i  lil

“I f  you say to your companion when the imam is preaching on Friday, 
‘Listen attentively,’ then you have engaged in idle talk.”3

The statement “listen attentively” interrupts the imam, even though 
the interruption is slight, thus it results in idle talk. This is as it relates 
to the person who gives advice to the one talking, so how about the 
person who initiates the conversation?! Al-FIafiz said in his explana­
tion o f Sahih al-Bukhdri\ “I f  the statement ‘listen attentively’— even 
though it is enjoining the good— is considered idle talk, then every 
other type o f speech is more befitting to be labeled idle talk.”

3. Buying and selling after the second adhan (call to prayer).

Buying and selling is not permissible after the adhan, and this trans­
action is invalid based upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

01 f i d  *£■ f i &  C \ jjlj J j l  / i  \J\

Sahih Muslim  1144

1 Sahih al-Bukhari 89 2 ; Sahih Muslim  851
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<  - f k

O  you who believe! W hen the call is proclaimed for the 
prayer on the day o f Friday (Jum uah prayer), come to 
the remembrance o f Allah and leave off business; that 

is better for you, if  you did but know!

[Surah al-Jurnu'ah 62:9]

Trade is prohibited after the adhdn— meaning the second adhdn—  
and the transaction at this time is invalid, because the prohibition 
necessitates it being invalid.

4. Praying after the adhan when the imam enters; this is what 
the commoners call “the Sunnah prayers of Jumu‘ah.”

This prayer is not the Sunnah and it was not done by the Messenger 
o f Allah %. Ibn al-Qayyim IId# said, “After Bilal completed calling 
the adhdn, the Prophet 0  began delivering the sermon and no one 
stood and prayed two raka’at, ever. And there was only one adhdn. 
This is proof that Jum uah prayer is similar to the Eid prayer; there 
are no Sunnah prayers before it. This is the most correct statement of 
the scholars and this is proven by the Sunnah.”

Then he said: “Those who think that when Bilal completed calling 
the adhdn, all o f the Companions stood and prayed two raka’at, 
then they are the most ignorant people o f the Sunnah. This is what 
proves that there are no Sunnah prayers before Jum uah. This is the 
madh hab o f Malik and Ahmad and one o f the views o f the compan­
ions o f Shafi‘i.”

5. Stepping over the people.

This is a prevalent mistake and it harms those worshipers who arrived 
early. A hadith has been narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Busr prohibiting 
this. He said:
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4 - 1 P  4 l i l  4 ^ L > J l  J ^ J
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“A man came and started stepping over the people one Friday when 
the Messenger o f Allah 0  was delivering the sermon, and the Prophet 
0  said to him: ‘Sit down, for you have annoyed (people).’”4

6. Prolonging the sermon while shortening the prayer.

This opposes the Sunnah. The Sunnah is to shorten the sermon, 
making it straightforward with no filler, while lengthening the prayer. 
Abdullah bin Abl Awfa said:

. S * > L la J l  J J f l j  4 - l f -  4 i l l  J j ~ * j

“The Messenger o f Allah iH used to make the prayer long while 
keeping the sermon short.”5

Ammar bin Yasir said, “I heard the Messenger o f Allah 0  say:

5*>LlaJl I j J J s U  4 ^ i i  4 :lja> - 'j a d s 'j  l ) O l

“A  man’s lengthening his prayer and shortening his sermon is a sign 
o f his understanding (of religion), so make your prayers lengthy and 
your sermon brief, for there is some eloquent speech which is magic.’”6

This hadith comprises a command to lengthen the prayer and shorten 
the sermon; it combines his statement, his action, and his command.

4 Narrated by Abu Dawud (1118) and Ibn M ajah (1115).

5 Sunan an-Nasd'i

h Sahih Muslim  969
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7. Touching stones or fidgeting with dhikr beads and the like.

This is prohibited. This includes fidgeting with the ghutrah (tradi­
tional headscarf for men), clothes, the masjid carpet, miswak, or 
something else like prayer beads, a watch, or a pen. This is prohibited 
based upon the hadith collected in Sahih Muslim. The Prophet iH 
said:

“Whoever performs wudoo’ and does wudoo’ well, then comes to 
Jum uah and listens attentively, will be forgiven (his sins) between 
that and (the next) Jum uah, and three days in addition to that; but 
whoever touches the pebbles has engaged in an idle action.”7

8. Singling out Jumu'ah to observe fasting.

There are numerous narrations prohibiting singling out Jum uah for 
fasting. Abu Hurayrah said, “I heard the Messenger o f Allah f&(
say:

. ojJj  j i  A ii y  i^ jj\  Yy_ \i

‘“None o f you should fast on a Friday unless he fasts the day before 
or the day after.”’8

And the Prophet 0  said:

° \ * '

Sahih Muslim  875

Sahih al-Bukhari 1849; Sahih Muslim  1929
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“Do not single out Friday from other days for fasting, unless it is part 
o f a fast that one o f you regularly observes.”9

Likewise, there is a prohibition for singling out Friday for fasting in 
the hadith o f Juwayriyyah bint al-Harith the wife o f the Prophet

Jlis .V cJl5 .lltP Ol ^ cJli

The Prophet Hi visited her on a Friday and she was fasting. He asked 
her, “Did you fast yesterday?” She said, “No.” He said, “Do you intend 
to fast tomorrow?” She said, “No.” He said, “Then break your fast.”10

There are many narrations that prohibit this. And the wisdom for this 
prohibition— and Allah knows best— is what was mentioned by Ibn 
al-Qayyim in his statement: “This is to block the path o f attrib­
uting something to the religion which is not from it. And this would 
necessitate imitating the disbelievers in specifying certain days to take 
off from worldly work. Added to this is the fact that the virtue o f this 
day (Friday) over other days is well-known, so the call to fast on this 
day is strong. Thus, it is presumed that this will lead the people to fast 
on this day and celebrate it in a manner in which other days are not 
celebrated. Consequently, they will attach something to the religion 
which is not from it.”

9 Sahih Muslim  1144

10 Sahih al-Bukhdri 1986
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Mistakes Related to Zakah (Charity)

1. Apathy towards zakah or being lackadaisical towards paying 
it on time.

This is evil and a clear sin because zakah is the third pillar o f Islam 
and a right upon the wealth. Thus, it is obligatory upon the Muslim 
to pay it within the appropriate time period, while enjoying doing so, 
seeking to draw close to his Guardian (Allah). Allah has threatened 
those who refuse to pay zakah, with a severe threat— may Allah save 
us from it. Allah the Exalted said:

iyA  4_Ul LG j i

5) ^  ySi y t  J j  ^  j *

LG aJJIj  o ' j Lo-fGl a_1Jj  GiliiSl

And let not those who covetously withhold o f that 
which Allah has bestowed on them o f His Bounty 
(wealth) think that it is good for them. Nay, it will 
be worse for them; the things which they covetously
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withheld shall be tied to their necks like a collar on 
the Day o f Resurrection. And to Allah belongs the 
heritage o f the heavens and the earth; and Allah is 

Well-Acquainted with all that you do.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:180]

The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

i j*  OlS' \l\ Nl V j f e  C/t u
 ̂ '  f. * '

pH*- jb  5̂? bglU jb  qa 1*9 <d idlliJ'
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“There is no owner o f gold or silver who does not pay what is due on 
it (zakdh) except that when the Day o f Resurrection comes, plates o f 
fire will be prepared for him from the Hellfire, and they will brand 
his forehead, his flanks, and his back, and every time they cool down 
they will be reheated, on a Day the length o f which is equal to fifty 
thousand years, until judgment is passed among the people.” 1

And Allah says:

1j -  AXiilj C-adJl O jjJn j j i d J ' j  ^

(_s? b^i^ f j i  0 (*-?)'
i- ^  0 .» .» ' 0 ** * * ' 0 * f  \* I '  l-'CT''*- '  * '  "U» I-La j»-ajj-<g-bj

And those who hoard up gold and silver, and spend 
it not in the cause o f Allah; announce unto them a 
painful torment. O n the Day when it will be heated 
in the Fire o f Hell and it will be branded on their 
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will

Sahih Muslim 987
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be said unto them): “This is the treasure which you 
hoarded for yourselves. Now taste o f what you used 

to hoard.”

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:34-35]

The time for paying zakdh on wealth, and that which falls upon 
the same ruling, is after one lunar year passes. Thus, each year the 
Muslim purifies his wealth if his wealth has reached the nisab1. He 
searches for those within the eight categories o f people able to receive 
the zakdh. It is not permissible for him to delay paying the zzikah past 
its proper time, except if  he has a valid reason supported by Islamic 
legislation. And Allah knows best.

2. Not showing concerning for knowing the rules and regula 
tions of zakah, having apathy towards learning the wealth on 
which zakah is due, and having apathy towards paying zakah in 
its proper time.

It is obligatory for the person with wealth to learn or ask about zakdh 
because it is an obligation upon him. And he will not pay it in the: 
prescribed manner unless he learns the rules and regulations as it: 
relates to the nisab, the type o f wealth, the amount o f zakdh, and the 
paths in which it is given.

The person who is lackadaisical is learning these matters will perhaps 
fall into prohibited matters without knowledge or earn a sin by 
delaying the zakdh, or by not giving it to those who truly deserve it. 
Zakdh is an obligation upon the wealth. In order to pay zakdh in the 
manner which fulfills the obligation, the person must acquire knowl­
edge, either by studying or asking.

' Translator’s note: Nisab is the m inim um  am ount for a Muslim’s net worth in order foi 
him to be obligated to give charity.
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3. Being careless in regard to giving zakah to those who 
deserve it.

Allah the Exalted said:

Charity (zakdh) is only for the fuqara  (poor), and 
al-masakin (the poor), and those employed to collect 
(the funds); and to attract the hearts o f those who 
have been inclined (towards Islam); and to free the 
captives; and for those in debt; and for Allah’s cause, 
and for the wayfarer; a duty imposed by Allah. And 

Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.

[Surah at-Tazvbah 9:60]

These are the eight categories o f those who can receive zakdh. Those 
who are unconcerned about zakdh, so they don’t give it to someone 
within these eight categories, then the money he gives is not consid­
ered zakdh. And he has not fulfilled his obligation.

There are some people who give zakdh to anyone, even if  the person 
has enough to suffice him. They do not search for the poor or the 
others who can receive zakdh from the eight categories. This is 
because they are too lazy to search out the poor and needy. This is not 
permissible, and he will not be rewarded for this.
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Mistakes Related to Fasting

1. Verbally stating the intention to fast.

It has been previously mentioned that verbalizing the intention is an 
action which was not done by the Prophet nor his Companions, 
nor the generation who came after the Companions, nor any o f the 
four Imams, nor any o f the Salaf. Therefore, it is a newly invented 
matter and an innovation. The place o f the intention is the heart. It 
is the intent o f the worship. There are authentic narrations in which 
the Prophet 0  made it a condition that the person must have the 
intention to fast before Fajr, in the case o f obligatory fasting. It has 
been narrated from the Mother o f the Believers, Hafsah ^  that the 
Prophet 0  said:

.iJ J j ill p
“Whoever does not plan to fast before Fajr, there is no fast for him .” 1

Meaning, he has the intention in his heart to fast. And this is appar­
ent from the meaning o f the word “plan” (d ji) . And Allah knows 
best.

1 Jdmi’at-Tirmidhi 730
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2. Being careless regarding the time to stop eating before 
fasting.

Some o f the people eat and drink until the caller to prayer has 
completed the adhdn. And perhaps they are so careless that they 
continue to eat and drink until all the callers to prayer in the various 
masajid complete the adhdn which they can hear. This is an obvious 
error and perhaps it invalidates the fast. Allah the Exalted said:

c/t - 4 4 ! '  i j i s ' j  y

^  - 4 4 '

Eat and drink until the white thread (light) o f dawn 
appears to you distinct from the black thread (darkness 

o f night).

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:187]

The time mentioned in the verse— when the dawn becomes clear— is 
at the first entrance o f Fajr, at the time the adhdn for Fajr is called. 
The word “until” denotes the purpose or intent. Thus, when the caller 
starts the second adhdn after the entrance o f Fajr, it is obligatory to 
refrain from everything which invalidates the fast, and the person 
must begin fasting at this point. This is the meaning o f the hadith 
narrated by A ’ishah and Ibn ‘Umar 4T The Prophet 0  said:

. O-iJj o '

“Bilal calls the adhdn at night, so eat and drink until you hear the 
adhdn o f Ibn Umm Maktum, for he does not call the adhdn until Fajr 
enters.

The statement o f the Prophet Hf: “eat and drink u n til ...” is evidence 
for the obligation to stop eating and begin fasting upon hearing the 
second adhdn which is called after Fajr enters.

: Sahih Muslim 1092
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There are ahadith narrated which give an allowance for the person 
who hears the adhan when he has food or drink in his hand to take 
what he needs from it. And Allah knows best.

3. Being careless concerning praying in congregation, sleeping 
through the prayer, and joining all the prayers together.

This is from the great evils during the month o f Ramadan, as prayer 
is the greatest pillar o f Islam after the two testimonies o f faith. It is 
never permissible to be careless concerning the prayer. The obligation 
to pray in congregation in the masjid has already been mentioned in 
the section concerning the prayer. It is not permissible to be careless 
regarding the prayer by not praying in the masjid due to sleep, and 
combining the prayer without a legislative reason to combine is 
another sin and likewise not permissible.

The Muslim is commanded to organize his time by placing the prayer 
before every other matter. And it is upon the Muslim to assist one 
another in this matter, and to advise one another concerning this 
issue, which is seen throughout the month o f Ramadan. Allah the 
Exalted said:

Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do 
not help one another in sin and transgression.

[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:2]

4. Engaging in false speech and acting upon it, and ignorance 
while fasting.

False speech and acting upon it is sin and not permissible, based upon 
what has been authenticated from Abu Hurayrah ii i. He said that the
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Prophet 0  said:

<c»uL> j l  ^  aj j j j J I  3  j*

.A

“Whoever does not give up false speech and acting upon it, Allah has 
no need o f his giving up his food and drink.”3

Ignorance is by using foul language and insulting the people. This is 
bad etiquette, especially while fasting. The Prophet f t  said:

c j  ajU aJ J i p  J s '  ^
Aj LCj Oli c 'Vj  t <L>-

. J d U  j > i  J\  3 i i i  & u  j i

“Allah said, ‘All the deeds o f the son o f Adam are for them, except 
fasting, for surely that is for Me, and I will give the reward for it.’ 
Fasting is a shield, and when one o f you is fasting, let him not commit 
any obscenity or quarrel. I f  somebody should quarrel with him, he 
should say, ‘I am fasting.’”4

The Prophet f t  said:

Oli jjd Jl l i j l  (2r? ir~>

• JJU *  J\  e lm  j  J ^ i  lb 4U

“Fasting does not just mean abstaining from food and drink; rather, 
fasting means abstaining from idle and obscene speech. I f  someone 
insults you or treats you in an ignorant manner, then say, ‘I am fasting, 
I am fasting.’”3

3 Sahih al-Bukhari 1804

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 1771

5 Narrated by Ibn Khuzaymah (1 8 7 9 ).
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The first hadith mentioned from Abu Hurayrah has a different 
wording:

• • - 3 4 ^ ' i  % j j ? '  p  I?

“Whoever does not give up false speech and acting upon it and 
ignorance...”6

Ignorance includes all indecent speech, insults, backbiting, tale carry­
ing, lying, false speech, and all the ills o f the tongue and limbs.

Thus, it is obligatory upon the fasting person to remove himself from 
lying, backbiting, and insults. This is also obligatory upon the person 
who is not fasting, but the prohibition is greater for the fasting person. 
And Allah is the One W ho grants success in abandoning these ills.

5. Looking at and listening to the impermissible.

Allah the Exalted said:

Verily! The hearing, the sight, and the heart o f each o f 
you will be questioned.

[Surah al-Isrd' 17:36]

The people shall be questioned about how they utilized the limbs 
they have been entrusted with. Some people are accustomed to 
looking at and listening to evil, such as looking at naked women who 
call to lewdness, or listening to music and the like. It is obligatory 
to abandon this during Ramadan and outside o f Ramadan, although 
abandoning this during Ramacian is greater due to this pure month, 
its sanctity, and the status o f the month o f obedience and forgiveness. 
How wonderful is it for the Muslim to use this month as an opportu -

11 Sahih al-Bukhari 6 0 5 7
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nity to break his ties to these impermissible vices o f the eye and ear, as 
well as the other desires! It is stated in the narration:

•lsH  drf ^

“He leaves his food, drink, and desires for My sake.”7

6. Listening to music during the month of Ramadan and outside 
of Ramadan.

There is proof from the Book and the Sunnah that listening to 
musical instruments and the like is not permissible. Allah the Exalted 
said:

£ ° ' 0 £

<
And o f mankind is he who purchases idle talk to 

mislead (men) from the path o f Allah.

[Surah Luqmdn 31:6]

Ibn Mas’ud 0 .  and others have said: “Idle talk” means singing, and 
there is no doubt that musical instruments and music is included in 
idle talk which leads the people away from the path o f Allah.

In Sahih al-Bukhdri, there is a narration which some o f the scholars 
mention connects various acts that are impermissible:

“Among my nation, there will certainly be people who permit forni­
cation, silk, alcohol, and musical instruments. . . ”8

This clearly shows its prohibition, because something is only permit­

Al-Bukhari and Muslim

8 Sahih al-Bukhdri 5590
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ted if  it was unlawful. And the Prophet S? spoke the truth, for 
surely there are some people from the ummah o f  Muhammad who 
use musical instruments and singing as though they are permis­
sible, and they do not view them as impermissible. It is obligatory 
upon the Muslim to follow that which comes in the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah and to abandon the impermissible acts during the month ol 
fasting— as the prohibition is stronger during this time— and outside 
the month o f fasting.

7. Being careless with learning the rules and regulations of 
fasting.

It is obligatory upon the Muslim to know the clear rules and regula­
tions o f fasting which are binding upon him, such as the time to 
begin fasting and the time to complete the fast, what invalidates the 
fast, what he is prohibited from, the conditions o f the fast, and the 
like. This is in order for his worship to be in its proper place and so 
he will be rewarded for it, due to the virtue o f this knowledge.
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1. Believing it is obligatory to pray two raka’at upon entering 
ihram.1

There is no proof that this is obligatory; rather, the Prophet f t  used 
to don the garment o f ihrdm after praying an obligatory prayer, so 
it is the Sunnah to don ihrdm after an obligatory prayer. Some of 
the scholars have said that it is recommended to pray two rakadt o f 
ihrdm before entering ihrdm for the pilgrimage. This is based upon 
the authentic narration in which Jibril said to the Prophet f t :

“Pray in this blessed valley and say, “ Umrah along with H ajj.’”2

This proves that it is recommended to pray an optional prayer before 
ihram.

1 Translator’s note: Ihram is a state ot ritual consecration observed during H ajj and 
‘Umrah. During this time, the male pilgrim dons the garments o f  ihram.

1 Sahih al-Bukhari 1534
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2. Apathy towards engaging in the prohibitions while in a state 
of ihram.

This is the same as apathy towards the obligations o f Hajj. Thus, it is 
obligatory to learn the various prohibitions during the state o f ihram. 
These are the things the person must avoid while in a state o f ihrdm. 
Allah the Exalted said:

And do not shave your heads until the sacrificial 
animal reaches the place o f sacrifice

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:196]

The Prophet ffe said:

i  o\ v\ i 3 y j' j t j i  V j i i

Ol\jb&j Ljj *)lj 1 j-®1 ^JUJl -U>sj
o „

• U -J J

“The muhrim (person in a state o f ihrdm) should not wear shirts, 
trousers, a hooded garment, or leather socks, except for one who 
cannot find sandals, in which case he may wear leather socks but he 
should cut them (so that they are) lower than the ankles. And do not 
wear any clothes that have been dyed with saffron or warss3.”4

These are some o f the prohibitions, and it is obligatory to learn the 
remaining prohibitions and avoid them in order to safeguard the Hajj 
and receive the complete reward for it.

3. The woman not covering properly in front of unrelated men.

1 Translator’s note: Warss is a plant that produces a yellow dye.

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 5458: Sahih Muslim (1177)
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It is obligatory upon the woman to cover her face and her entire body 
in the presence o f non-related, marriageable men during Hajj and 
outside o f H ajj. But during H ajj, if  the woman is not in the presence 
o f non-related men, then she uncovers her face, as has been authenti­
cated by ‘A'ishah '0 . She said:

IJl^ J aIIp  aJJI sJjA 'j ^
0

( 1 g^r  j  ^  IL lili

. oUjiJkS’ b j j j l ? -  li li

“Riders would pass us when we accompanied the Messenger o f Allah 
0  while we were in the state o f ihram. W hen they came by us, one o f 
us would let down her outer garment from her head over her face, and 
when they had passed on, we would uncover our faces.”5

4. Women wearing clothes which resemble the men’s clothing.

This is prohibited. The women are commanded by the legislation o f 
Islam to avoid resembling men in their dress and appearance. Some 
women wear clothes that resemble men’s clothing or robes resembling 
men’s robes. Women don’t have any specific garments for ihram, 
while she is categorically prohibited from imitating men. Ibn ‘Abbas 

said:

1 * 1 ^  J U - >  ^  j & . j  a Jp  idt J L >  Alii ' J s

“The Messenger o f Allah %  cursed men who imitate women and 
women who imitate men.”6

Al-Hafiz (Ibn Hajar) mentioned in his explanation o f Sahih

5 Sunan Abi Dawud 1833; hadith hasan.

6 Sahih al-Bukhdri 5885
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al-Bukhdri\ “Some o f the scholars have said that what is meant by the 
prohibited resembling is resembling men in their garb, some manly 
characteristics, movements, and the like; not meaning resembling 
men in the affairs o f good.”

5. Taking photographs during the rites of Hajj, such as pictures 
for mementos.

The evidence has proven that pictures o f all types are not permissible. 
The evidence for the prohibition o f pictures is general and it does not 
specify a certain type o f picture.

Ibn Mas’ud said, “I heard the Messenger o f Allah 0  saying:

L'lip l i !  01

‘“Verily, the most severely punished people o f the Day o f Judgment 
will be the picture makers.’”7

In the Arabic language, the word “picture maker” (OxiT-^D is known 
as an agent noun8 (Jc-ls ^ 1), and the definite article is attached to 
it; thus, this format in the Arabic language shows that it is general 
to include all types o f pictures, and there is not a permissible type: 
o f picture except for pictures o f objects that do not contain souls 
The evidence proves that taking pictures o f objects without souls is 
permissible. The word “pictures” includes photographs, based upon 
the language and custom; thus, it is included in the prohibition. 
The prohibition o f picture making includes the means that facilitate 
picture making. And that which is prohibited in order to block a path 
to harm is allowed when there is a prevailing benefit. For this reason, 
pictures for identification cards, licenses, and the like are allowed due

Sahih Muslim 2 1 0 9

K Translator’s note: An agent noun is a word that is derived from another word denoting 
an action, which identifies an entity that does that action. For example, “driver” is an 
agent noun formed from the verb “drive.” (Panther, Klaus-Uwe; Thornburg, Linda L.: 
Barcelona, Antonio (2 0 0 9 ). Metonymy and Metaphor in Grammar)
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to the benefit and there being no alternative, although it is hated and 
not advised. And Allah knows best.

6. Kissing or rubbing the walls or doors of the Ka’bah.

All o f these actions are innovations and newly invented matters. As 
for rubbing the stones and various doors o f the Ka’bah, seeking bless­
ings from the stones and walls, this is shirk. This is because seeking 
blessings is to seek benefit and good, and this cannot be sought from 
stones and wood. This was mentioned in the section o f ‘aqidah in the 
hadith o f Dhat Anwat. And the proof and evidence for this matter is 
clear.

As for the walls o f the Ka’bah, it is not legislated to rub them. It 
is only legislated to kiss and rub the black stone, and to touch the 
Yemeni corner. And it has been affirmed in the Sunnah that the 
person may place his chest, cheek, forearm, and body at the multa- 
zam (place o f clinging)9. This has been narrated; it is the Sunnah and 
it is prescribed to do so, as it was done by the Prophet tH. As for the 
other walls o f the Ka’bah, its pillars, and its curtain, wiping them or 
kissing them is an innovation.

How wonderful is the retraction o f Mu awiyah from wiping the two 
corners o f the Ka’bah on the side o f Sham, and accepting the state­
ment o f Ibn Abbas. Mu awiyah <§# said, “There is no spot on the 
Sacred House which is to be abandoned.” Ibn Abbas 0 .  said:

Indeed, in the Messenger o f Allah you have an excel­
lent example.

[Siirah al-Ahzab 33:21 ]

0 The multazam  is the part o f  the Ka’bah that is between the Black Stone and the door o f 

the Ka'bah.

109



CLARIFYING COM M ON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS

Mu'awiyah said, “You have spoken the truth.” 10

In similar fashion, it is upon the Muslim to return to the affirmed 
Sunnah and abandon innovation and newly invented matters.

7. Facing Mount ‘Arafah while supplicating with du’a ’, and 
climbing Mount ‘Arafah as an act of worship.

Mount ‘Arafah is not specified with a particular virtue. The Messenger 
o f Allah stood behind it, placing it in front o f him in the direction of 
the qiblah, and said:

“I am standing here, but all o f Arafah is the place o f standing.”11

Therefore, facing it while making du’a  on the Day o f Arafah or othei 
days has no special virtue, nor is it a reason for the supplication being 
accepted; rather, if  the person adheres to this practice and believes 
that it is more virtuous, this action becomes an innovation.

Climbing Mount Arafah as an act o f worship and drawing near tc 
Allah is an innovation which was not done by the Prophet 0 .  The 
Prophet •§! did not climb this Mount; rather, he only stood behind it 
Thus climbing it as an act o f worship— as it has been witnessed with 
the people crowding upon it— is an innovation and newly inventec 
matter. And every innovation is misguidance. May Allah enlighter. 
the insight o f the Muslims.

8. Visiting some of the monuments which are not prescribed to 
visit as an act of worship, such as visiting the cave of Hira’.

All o f this is innovation and newly invented matters. The Messenger

10 Collected by Ahmad and others.

11 Sunan Abi Ddwiid  1907
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o f Allah Hlf did not go to any o f these monuments, nor did his 
Companions or any o f those who followed the Companions. And 
they preceded us to good and were more virtuous than those that 
followed them.

Exalting monuments by visiting them is a means to shirk. For this 
reason, ‘Umar bin al-Khattab ijH saw people praying in a place they 
said the Prophet %  used to pray in, he said:

. J - f c l J l  'p\ J y J k  c o i i  Ois' P  UjI

“Verily, those who came before you were only destroy by the like o f 
this; following the remnants o f their prophets.”12

9. Believing that wearing white during ihram is better for 
women.

This is a mistake o f the common people. The woman is not prohib­
ited from wearing her garments during ihrdm with the exception of 
gloves and niqab. W ith the exception o f these two, her clothes are 
permitted and there is not a particular type clothing which is better 
than another type o f clothing.

The clothes o f the woman should not display her beauty, the beauty 
o f her body, the shape o f her body, or show her forearms or shins. Ibn 
‘Umar M  said about the Prophet % :

“He forbade women in the sacred state o f ihrdm to wear gloves, face

12 Collected by Sa’eed bin M ansour and Ibn Abi Shavbah with an authentic chain of 

narration.
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veils and to wear clothes with dye o f warss13 or saffron on them. 14

The women should not wear clothes stained with dye or clothes with 
adornments. When ‘All entered upon Fatimah, he found she had 
adorned a dyed garment and placed kohl on her eyes. He disapproved 
o f this because he was not aware that she had exited from the state o f 
ihrdm at the command o f the Prophet 0 .

<dJl aUI j  J L - j  Gr?
 ̂ o  ̂  ̂ Q s' % s' s  0 ®

. IjUj J i  i  Ij-La iuJLiJl aTp

U c - l i t  ^ c —il j aj U 3 ^

^jjl 4j  Ij Uj c— Ol aUI 3

• 14-V*' ^  c-i-W s c-i-Utf> c -iJu tf J l i  . j jL - j  Ajip <dJl

‘All ^  came from Yemen with an animal for sacrifice, while the 
Messenger o f Allah ife brought an animal for sacrifice from al-Ma- 
dinah. Fatimah had put on a dyed garment and applied kohl to her 
eyes, and he (‘All) said, “I went to the Prophet to complain about that 
and to ask whether she could do that. I said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, 
Fatima had put on a dyed garment and applied kohl to her eyes, and 
she said, “My father told me to do that.’” He said, ‘She is telling 
the truth, she is telling the truth, she is telling the truth; I told her to 
do that.’”1'’

Thus it was as though it was affirmed amongst them that the woman 
is prohibited from wearing dyed clothes with adornments (during the 
state o f ihram) but after that she can wear any color clothing she likes, 
and various types o f silk, and garments and long as it completely 
covers her body from non-related men.

13 Translator’s note: Warss is a plant that produces a yellow dye

13 Sunan Abi Dawud 1827

13 Sunan an-Nasa ’i 2712
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10. Believing Hajj is not complete without visiting the grave of 
the Prophet 0 .

This belief is widespread amongst the common people in some 
countries, and it is outright error, because the pillars o f H ajj, its 
obligations, and its sunan do not include visiting the grave. This fact 
has been agreed upon by the Companions, those that followed them, 
and the well-known Imams o f this religion from the early virtuous 
generations, and by the four Imams. None o f the narrations which 
mention visiting the grave o f the Prophet 0  after Hajj are authentic. 
I f  the pilgrim desires to pray in the masjid o f the Prophet 0 ,  this is a 
recommended action, and the virtue o f the prayer being multiplied 
one thousand times16.

Therefore, if  the intention is to pray in the Prophet’s masjid-, this is 
recommended due to its virtue. W hen he enters the masjid he prays 
what has been decreed for him to pray and then he conveys the salam 
to the Prophet 0 .  And those who are in near proximity to him and 
those who are far from him are the same in regard to conveying the 
salam and the return o f the salam. He should not utter any false­
hood1 , and he should not stand there for a long time; rather he 
should only give the salam and then move on. This is what is beloved 
to the Prophet Ife.

11. Believing the authenticity of some fabricated ahadJth.

From these fabricated hadith are the following:

16 Translator’s note: The Prophet said, “O ne prayer in this masjid o f  mine is better 
than one thousand prayers offered anywhere else, except al-M asjid al-H aram .” Narrated 

by al-Bukhari (1 1 9 0 ); Sahih Muslim  1394.

17 Translator’s note: The Messenger o f  Allah be upon him said, “I used to forbid you 
to visit graves, but now whoever wants to visit them let him do so, but do not utter any 
falsehood.” Narrated by an-Nasa'i (2 0 3 3 ); classed as sahih by al-Albani in As-Silsilah as-Sa- 
hihah (886).
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. J J i  j J j  c ~ J t  j *

“Whoever performs Hajj to the Sacred House and does not visit me, 
has shunned me.”18

t■
. A p lijJl a! '^s ji* J  <-£j f j  j *

“Whoever visits my grave and the grave o f my father Ibrahim during 
the year, the intercession has surely become mandatory for him.”

c    e
. v— 131 

“I f  your affairs become difficult, go to the inhabitants o f the graves.”19

(■
. A*jbJ ^  .AjSipI

“I f  one o f you believed in a stone, it would benefit him.”20

These narrations are lies; the scholars have stated these narrations are 
fabrications with no basis.

12. Walking backwards after the farewell tawaf.

This is an innovation and newly invented matter. It has not been 
narrated that the Prophet ijfe or his Companions did this after 
performing the farewell tawaf, thus it is a newly invented matter and 
believing it to be correct is an innovation.

13. Performing tawaf around the grave of the Prophet |

18 Translator’s note: Tarteeb al-Mawdoo’dt by adh-Dhahabi (600); Al-Mawdoo’dt by as- 
Saghani (52); Al-Fawaidal-Majmoo'ah by ash-Shawkani (326).

I‘> Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen said this is not a hadith from the Prophet -fe. 
This is m ajor shirk, as it directs people to go and pray to the inhabitants o f  the graves.

Translator’s note: Shaykh A1 Albani said, “Ibn Taymiyyah said this is a fabrication.”
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This is shirk-, and with Allah refuge is sought. Tawdf \s worship. Those 
who perform taw df around the grave o f the Prophet 0  have made his 
grave into an idol. The Prophet *j§l said:

“O  Allah, do not make my grave an idol that is worshiped.”21

Allah the Exalted protected his grave and answered his supplication, 
thus his grave is not accessible. Thus the people have made his room 
and his house like the house o f Allah and thus the perform taw df 
around it. This is shirk. The only house which taw df is performed 
around is the house o f Allah (the Ka’bah), which has been prescribed 
for taw df

14. Apathy towards spending the night at Muzdalifah and Mina.

Spending the night o f sacrifice at Muzdalifah and staying overnight 
in Mina during the Days ofTashrlq is from the obligations o f Hajj. 
Allah the Exalted said:

JLp i i l l  i>\s bU f

{ fA
Then when you leave Arafah, remember Allah at the 

sites o f the Haram.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:198]

This is proof o f its obligation, because the Messenger o f Allah 0  
explained this command with his action in obedience to Allah. He 
remained in Muzdalifah until he prayed Fajr prayer there and it 
became very light outside. But he gave an allowance for those who 
were weak to leave Muzdalifah after half the night. ‘A'ishah ^  said:

21 Muwana Malik
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x o

aJlp <dJl _ 4JJI J j i - j  o J l f f  iiS y *  j l

. O ili i i s i  J l *  j *  ^j-U J l  _

“Sawdah was a slow-moving woman, so she asked the Messenger o f 
Allah 0  for permission to depart from the night o f Muzdalifah ahead 
o f the people, and he gave her permission.”22

Ibn Abbas J§£ said:

ijkZa i i J S ji J l  Alp 4-Ip <dJl Us

. 4 i;i

“I was one those whom the Prophet sent ahead on the night o f 
Muzdalifah among the weak ones o f his family.”23

Asma' ^  said:

. -̂jAjklS o i l  a Jp  4JUI '{JLJl o j

“The Prophet 0  granted permission to the women.”24

This includes the women who had an excuse and those who did not. 
The pilgrim has obeyed the command and performed the obligation 
o f spending the night at Muzdalifah if they stay most o f the night, 
and that means more than half or a little more than that. This is the 
viewpoint o f most o f the people o f knowledge.

Likewise, staying at M ina during its nights is an obligation. An allow­
ance is made for those who have an excuse to spend the night in 
Makkah or other places; such as those individuals who give water to 
the pilgrims or take care o f their needs. This is proven by the hadith 
o f Ibn Abbas He said:

22 Sahih Muslim  1290

23 Sunan an-Nasd 'i 30 3 3

24 Sahih Muslim  1291
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OiliM

. <d O ili 4X)\jL̂  J-^ l (y*

‘“Abbas asked the Messenger o f Allah |g for permission to stay 
overnight in Makkah on the nights o f Mina for the purpose o f supply­
ing water to the pilgrims, and he gave him permission.”2'’

That which is not obligatory can be done without seeking permis­
sion. Thus seeking permission is proof o f its obligation. And this is 
contained in the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

< f d  j  a j»  >

And remember Allah during the appointed Days.

[Surah al-Bacjarah 2:203]

Asim mist said:

“The Messenger o f Allah •§§ excused the herdsmen o f camels from 
sleeping at Mina.”26

This excuse given to the herdsmen proves that without an excuse it 
remains an obligation.

15. Staying up at night for a long time without a need to do so.

This is in opposition to the Sunnah. As comes in the hadith o f Ja’far 
bin Muhammad j§|. He said:

aS3»j c - y j  0 ! -  aJIp  4JJI 4JJI 3

25 Sunan Abi Dciwud 1959

26 Bulugh al-Maram 771

117



CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AM ONG THE MUSLIMS

“He came to Muzdalifah and he prayed Maghrib and ‘Isha’ with or e 
adhan and two iqdmah with no glorification in between, then he laid 
down until Fajr entered.”27

Therefore, it is from the guidance o f the Prophet 0  to avoid staying 
up after ‘Isha’ except if  there is a need such as knowledge or a benefit.

16. The belief that wearing a watch or sandals with thread is 
prohibited.

This is a mistake. The person is a state o f ihram is prohibited from 
wearing sewn clothing. And the meaning o f sewn clothing is the 
garments stitched according to the limbs o f the body like a Thoub or 
pants and the like. The word ‘sewn garments’ was mentioned by some 
o f the Salaf explaining the statement o f the Prophet 0 :

“The muhrim (person in a state o f ihram) should not wear shirts, 
trousers, a hooded garment, or leather socks, except for one who 
cannot find sandals, in which case he may wear leather socks but he 
should cut them (so that they are) lower than the ankles. And do not 
wear any clothes that have been dyed with saffron or warss.”28

Thus it is permissible for the person in a state o f ihram  to wear sandals 
as they are. As for watches and the like, the person can avoid wearing

2 Sunan Ibn Mdjah

28 Al-Bukhari (5 4 5 8 ) and Muslim  (1177)
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them to be on the safe side, based upon the statement o f Ibn ‘Umar

“Do not attach to yourselves anything.”29 

And Allah knows best.

17. Using musical instruments during Hajj and outside of Hajj.

It is not permissible to utilize musicians or musical instruments. The 
proof for this was mentioned in the section on fasting.

18. Stoning the jamarat before the appropriate time.

I f  the person stones the jam arat before the appropriate time it does 
not count and they must return to stone at the appropriate time. The 
time for stoning the jam arat is on the day o f sacrifice (Eid) for the 
entire day, or during the night o f Eid (at the end o f the night) for 
those who left Muzdalifah at the end o f the night. Also this can be 
done during the days at Mina after the sun has passed its zenith. This 
has been affirmed in Sahih al-Bukhari from the hadith o f Ibn ‘Umar, 
he said:

“We used to wait until the sun passed its meridian, then we stoned 
(the jam arat) ."30

Jabir <§i said:

c•

29 Collected by Ibn Abl Shaybah in The Book o f  Hajj.

30 Sahih al-Bukhari 1746
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Jljj Uaj dJJ.i
“I saw the Messenger o f Allah Hi stoning the jam arat at the forenoon 
on the day o f sacrifice, and after that he stoned it after the sun had 
passed the meridian.”31

19. Washing the stones before throwing them.

This is a mistake because the stones are not impure. And it is not a 
condition that they be pure. The Messenger o f Allah 0  throw the 
stones without washing them, and in the Messenger o f Allah H  we 
have an excellent example.

Al-Muwaffaq said: “It has been narrated from Ahmad that this 
(washing the stones) is not recommended and it has not reached us 
that this was done by the Prophet And this position is correct. 
It is likewise the position o f ‘Ata, Malik, and many o f the scholars. 
The Prophet H  collected stones as he rode upon his camel. He held 
them in his hand and he did not wash them nor did he order anyone 
to wash them. Washing the stones has no required significance. If  
the person throws stones which are impure, it suffices because it is a 
pebble.”

20. Women crowding with the men at the Black Stone.

The woman is an ‘awrah and it is upon her to avoid crowding with 
the men. She must go towards that which will cause her to fall intc 
sin and decrease her Hajj or her obligations by crowding with the 
men or being a sight for them to look at.

Kissing the black stone is not obligatory. For those who are able to do 
so with ease without crowding, then this is good; if  not, it is obliga­
tory to avoid crowding. The Prophet 0  said to ‘Umar:

"  Sahih Muslim 1299
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J>j! ^ lp  N (_£ji J Ŝ -J d Jjl y*£- I)

‘O  ‘Umar, you are a strong man; do not crowd around the stone ” 32

This has been collected by Ahmad with some weakness in the chain 
o f narration.

Crowding which entails that which is forbidden in the legislation is 
prohibited. It has been collected in Sahih al-Bukhdrv.

'  ^  ^  j b j  a J J I  U i T l p

.v L ilj c J l i  ft U f i l l j  s fc l c J l i i

“‘A’ishah used to perform tawvr/’around the stone separately from 
the men and never mixed with them. Once a woman said to her, ‘O 
Mother o f the Believers, let’s go touch the stone.’ ‘A’ishah respond­
ed:,‘You go without me.’ And she refused to go.”33

This statement was disapproval from A'ishah ĵg.

21. Entrusting others to throw the stones on your behalf 
without necessity.

There is no problem with women and the weak entrusting others 
to throw the stones on their behalf, due to the crowding and harm 
that occurs. But if  there is no crowding or harm, there is no excuse. 
A group o f scholars said: Entrusting someone to throw the stones 
on another’s behalf is permissible for supererogatory acts are allowed 
outright, for those who have the ability or those who do not have the 
ability.

32 Classed as strong by al-Albani in his treatise on the rites o f  H ajj and ‘Umrah.

33 Sahih al-Bukhari 1618
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22. Believing the Shaytan is present where the stones are 
thrown at the jamarat.

This is incorrect. These three places are the places where Shaytan 
appeared to our Prophet Ibrahim f t .  Thus these are places o f worship, 
where Allah is worshiped by throwing the stones and remembering 
Him. Shaytan is not present standing upon the. jam arat.

23. Leaving ‘Arafah before sunset, and leaving Muzdalifah 
before half of the night.

As for remaining in Axafah until after the sun has set; this is obliga­
tory. The Prophet f t  remained there until the sun set and the yellow 
afterglow had diminished a little. This is the meaning o f the hadith of 
Jabir34.

Therefore it is mandatory to remain in ‘Arafah for a part o f the night 
even if just for a small portion o f it based upon the hadith o f Urwah 
bin Mudarris.35

Whoever departs before sunset must offer a sacrifice as atonement.

Likewise remaining and spending the night in Muzdalifah is oblig­
atory. This was done by the Prophet f t .  He only gave an allowed 
to the weak amongst them and the women and those with them as 
previously mentioned. Whoever does not remain in Muzdalifah until 
half the night has abandoned an obligation. The Prophet f t  said:

14 Sunan Abi Dawud  1905

' Translator’s note: Urwah bin Mudarris said: “I saw the Messenger o f  Allah standing 
in Muzdalifah and he said: ‘W hoever offers this prayer with us here then stands with us 
and stood before that in ‘Arafah by night or by day, his H ajj is complete. Sunan an-Nasa i 
3 0 3 9
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“Take from me your rituals [of H ajj].”36

24. Fasting the day of ‘Arafah for those standing on ‘Arafah.

The Prophet ffe did not fast the day o f ‘Arafah while present at ‘Arafah. 
It was narrated by Maymunah

i i ' j f -  a J p  aJJI lv?  aUI J J y ' h J l  Ol

a^ Ci' j - i i  ^  (1ii\j y t j  aJj i p  a!!I cJlC-jU

.4 \  b & i  i - f i i j

“The people were not sure whether the Prophet ij§? was fasting on the 
day o f Arafah, so she sent him some milk when he was standing in 
Arafah, and he drank it while the people were looking towards him.”37

25. Busying the people with collecting stones for the Jamarat 
when they first enter Muzdalifah.

It is from the guidance o f the noble Prophet 0  that he collected 
stones the morning o f the sacrifice. Ibn ‘Abbas <i& said:

1 A*Ji*Jl o ljp  A jip aJJI aJJI J ^  J l i

C < l J LwsA>- aJ 1 ~ . ,U a U i j l j j  laell lIa Ia  |A iL>-lj
t-

L il i  ••• ’ J ^ j  (_5*

.(Jj-d l ^  OlS" q * di^A

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  said to me on the morning o f al-Aqabah 
when he was standing atop his camel: ‘Come and pick up pebbles for 
me.’ So I picked up for him pebbles which were a little bigger than

36 Narrated by Muslim (1 2 9 7 ).

3’ Sabih Muslim  1124
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a chickpea. He put them in his hand and said, ‘W ith pebbles like 
this stone {the jam arat)... and beware o f going to extremes, for those 
who came before you were destroyed because o f going to extremes in 
religion.’”38

Ibn Majah 3 0 2 9
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Mistakes Related to Business 
Transactions

1. Selling what the person does not possess without authoriza­
tion from the owner.

This is not permissible. Hakim bin Hizam i i i  said:

“I came to the Messenger o f Allah •§§ and said, ‘A man may come to 
me wanting to buy something that I do not possess; should I buy it 
for him from the marketplace then sell it to him?’ He said, ‘Do not 
sell that which you do not possess.’”1

The scholars have said the meaning o f “that which you do not possess”

1 Narrated by at-Tirm idhl 1232; an-Nasa'i 4 6 1 3 ; Abu Dawud 3 5 0 3 , Ibn M ajah 2 1 8 7 , 
Ahmad 14887 . Classified as sahih by al-Albani in Irwa’al-Ghaleel 1292.
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means that which you do not own. There is a similar hadith from 
Amr bin Shuaib narrated from his father by way o f his grandfather; 
he said, the Prophet iSi said:

. ISjUp

“It is not lawful to lend and sell at the same time, nor two conditions 
in a sale, nor to profit from what is not possessed, nor to sell what one 
does not have.”2

2. Selling an unknown product.

An example o f this is someone selling something the buyer has not 
seen, or does not comprehend by way o f a detailed description. The 
sale o f an unknown commodity is invalid and impermissible. There 
are prohibitions for transactions involving selling various types of 
unknown commodities; such as selling the spoils o f war before they 
have been distributed3, and transactions known as Mulamash and 
M unabadhaha ,̂ and transactions known as Hasah (transactions deter­
mined by throwing a stone) and Gharar (transactions which involved 
some uncertainty)3, and H abal al-H abalah (selling the offspring

2 Jdm i' at- Tirmidhi 1234

' Translator’s note: Narrated by Abu Hurayrah: The Messenger o f  Allah jfe forbade sell­
ing spoils o f  war until they are distributed (Sunan Abi Dawud  3 3 6 9 ).

4 Translator’s note: Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri said: “The Messenger o f  Allah forbade two 

kinds o f  garments and two kinds o f  transactions. As for the two kinds o f  transactions, they 
are Mulamash and Munabadhaha. Munabadha is when a man says, T throw this garment, 
and the transaction becomes binding, and Mulamasah is when a man touches a garment 
with his hand, without spreading it out and checking it, and once he touches it, the trans­
action becomes binding.” (Sunan an-Nasd'i 4 5 1 5 ).

4 Translator’s note: Abu Hurayrah said :T  he Messenger o f  Allah ^  prohibited the Gharar 
sale, and the Hasah sale.” (Jdmi’at-Tirmidhi 1230) Imam Shafi’i said: “The Gharar sale in­
cludes selling fish that are in the water, selling a runaway slave, selling birds that are in the 
sky, and similar type o f  sales. And the meaning o f  Hasah sale is when the seller says to the 
buyer: ‘W hen I toss the pebble at you, then the sale between you and I is final.’
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o f an unborn offspring)6, and fish which are still in the water and 
similar transactions. There are affirmed prohibitions for all o f these 
transactions in the Sunnah. This type o f sell is prohibited due to the 
uncertainty it involves; either uncertainty o f the specific production 
or its description. Selling an unknown product is prohibited and the 
prohibition necessitates that the transaction is invalid.

3. Selling a product without clarifying a known defect.

This is deception. The Prophet ife said:

. lL  d i  jA

“Whoever deceives us is not from us.”

It is not permissible to conceal the defect o f a product. Ubah bin 
Amir M  said, “I heard the Prophet say:

i s  Ni a j  u l; y  ly . N j ( O id i  ( U i d

. aJ

‘“The Muslim is the brother o f another Muslim, it is not permissi­
ble for a Muslim to sell his brother goods in which there is a defect, 
without pointing that out to him .”’8

4. Selling old gold with new gold and adding a fee.

This is giving more in return for less o f the same commodity, and 
this is from usury. Gold and silver and that which takes its place it 
not permissible to sell, unless it is hand to hand and like gold for like

0 Translator’s note: Ibn ‘Umar said, “The Prophet 5S forbade selling the offspring o f  the 

offspring o f  a pregnant anim al.” (Sunan an-Nasai 4 6 2 4 )

Sahih Muslim  101

* Sunan Ibn Majah
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gold. It is the same whether it is gold coins or molded, as long as it 
remains gold. It is not affected by being molded. The Prophet 0  said:

 ̂ 4 ' ' ' '
“Do not sell gold for gold except like for like, and do not let the 
quantities differ.”9

In Sahih Muslim the wording is:

f S j U jj N1 iw JsjJb C—fcdJl Ija ~3 V

“Do not sell gold for gold and silver for silver weight for weight or o f 
the same quality.”10

Whoever wants to buy new gold and they have old molded gold, 
then let them sell the old gold for a price, and once he has the money 
in his hand he can buy the gold from wherever he likes, whether it is 
molded or not.

5. Completing two transactions in one.

This transaction is prohibited based upon what has been narrated 
from Abu Hurayrah M ; he said that the Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

. \f)\ j\ <di aAL' ^  jh

“If anyone makes two transactions combined in one bargain, he 
should have the lesser o f the two or it will involve usury.”11

Abu Hurayrah M  said:

11 Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim  from the hadith o f  Sa’eed al-Khudri.

10 Sahih Muslim  1584

11 Sunan Abi Dawud 3461
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.us j  ^  ^  ih\ Jc, m
“The Messenger o f Allah 0  forbade two transactions in one.”12

Ibn al-Qayyim said: “This is when the person says ‘I will sell you 
this merchandise for ten in cash or for twenty in installments, this 
is an ‘Eenah transaction13. This is the meaning o f the hadith. I f  the 
intent is immediate cash for deferred cash, then he only deserves to 
accept the principle amount, and it is the lower o f the two prices. I f  
he takes the higher o f the two prices then he has accepted interest. 
And there is no way around one o f two scenarios, either he takes the 
lower o f the two prices or he takes interest. Aiid this narration cannot 
be understood in any other way.”

6. Selling impermissible merchandise, such as cigarettes, 
magazines with pictures of women, cigarette advertisements, 
indecent films, machines and devices which are used for imper­
missible acts, or the selling of books that contain passion or 
lowly ideologies.

The scholars have said that selling items like those mentioned in 
not permissible. The tribulation caused by magazines and movies is 
tremendous, and its prohibition is clear. Allah the Exalted said:

i. C/t cJA
O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and 
the women o f the believers to draw their cloaks (veils)

12 At-Tirmidhi 985

13 Translator’s note: To sell something for a price to be paid at a later date, then to buy it 

back for a lower price to be paid immediately. The buyer acquires cash and will pay back a 
higher am ount after a while, so it is as if  it is a loan in the form  o f  a sale.
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all over their bodies

[Surah al-Ahzdb 33:59[

This is because she calls to indecency. Allah the Exalted said:

Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual 
intercourse should be propagated among those who 
believe, they will have a painful torment in this world 
and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you know

not.

[Surah an-Nur 24:19]

The Messenger o f Allah H§§ said:

“The woman is ‘awrah (that which should be covered) when she goes 
out Shaytan raises the glances towards her.”14

So how about those enchanting seductive pictures o f the disbelieving 
women?! The prohibition o f this is known by way o f the evidence and 
the consensus o f the scholars, therefore the money earned from this is 
likewise unlawful. The Prophet said:

. ^y>-1si aUi 01

“W hen Allah forbids a thing, He also forbids its price.”15

Consequently, to consume an unlawful earning is to consume filth 
and that which is impermissible.

14 Jam i’ at-Tirmidhi 1173

15 Collected by Abu Dawud 348 8
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We ask Allah for safety and security.

7. Selling music cassettes and videos which contain images of 
women, corrupt ideologies, and indecency.

This affair has been clarified in the 6 th affair.

8. Artificially inflating prices; this is to offer the seller more 
than the selling price without having an intention to purchase 
the product.

Ibn ‘Umar i§£ said:

. I aUI aDI 3 jd - j Ol

“The Prophet forbade artificially inflating16 prices.”17

9. The sale of a Muslim over the sale of his brother.

For example this is to say to a person who is selling merchandise for 
ten riyals “I will buy it from you for twelve riyals.” O r if  a person 
buys a product for eight riyals, so another man says I will sell you the 
same product for six riyals. This is not permissible and this is a reason 
for brothers turn their back on each other, boycotting each other and 
envy. Abu Hurayrah $£ said, the Prophet 0  said:

£*? j *  y t y  ^

16 Translator’s note: Abu Isa A t-Tirm idhl said: “An-N ajsh is when a man who knows 

about the goods comes to the owner o f  the goods to offer him more than what it is worth, 
doing so in the presence o f  the buyer. He intends to seduce the buyer while he himself 
does not want to buy it, rather he only wants to deceive the buyer with his offer. And this 

is type o f  deceit.” (Jdmi' at-Tirmidhi 1304)

17 Sunan an-Nasd'i4 5 0 5
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“No man should sell over the sale o f his brother.”18

10. Deception and fraud in sales.

Deception is not permissible. The Prophet said:

. lL  l l l i  ^

“Whoever deceives us is not from us.”19

Likewise fraud is prohibited and not permissible. This is proven by 
the statement o f the Prophet 0 :

“Do not tie the udders o f camels or sheep.”20

The meaning o f fraud is to beautify a product you want to sell at the 
time o f sell while concealing a defect in order to sell the merchandise.

11. Using false oaths to promote merchandise.

Using false oaths removes the blessings from the sale. The Prophet IS  
said:

“The false oath is beneficial for the sale, but it removes the blessings 
from the earnings.”21

Allah the Exalted said:

18 Sunan an-Nasa'i 4 5 0 6

19 Sahih Muslim  101

20 Sahih Muslim  1515

21 Agreed upon by al-Bukhari and Muslim
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Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost o f 
Allah’s Covenant and their oaths, they shall have no 
portion in the Hereafter. Neither will Allah speak to 
them, nor look at them on the Day o f Resurrection, 
nor will He purify them, and they shall have a painful 

torment.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:77]

The Messenger o f Allah %  said:

. ^olSsJl

“There are three to whom Allah will not speak on the Day o f 
Resurrection, nor will He look at them or purify them, and theirs 
will be a severe torment.” The Messenger o f Allah 0  repeated it three 
times. Abu Dharr said, “They are lost and doomed. W ho are they, O  
Messenger o f Allah?” He said, “The one who lets his garment hang 
below his ankles, the one who reminds others o f his favor, and the one 
who sells his product by means o f false oaths.”22

The narrations proving the prohibition o f false oaths and how they 
remove the blessing from the sale are numerous.

:: Sahih Muslim 102
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12. Lack of concern with learning the rules and regulations of 
business transactions.

Many o f the Muslims are lackadaisical in regard to learning the rules 
and regulations. Not learning the rules and regulations could lead to 
consuming impermissible wealth, invalid transactions, and acquisi­
tion o f wealth which is unlawful. It is incumbent upon the merchant 
to learn the principles o f buying and selling so he will be from the 
successful.

It has been narrated that ‘Umar used to go around the market 
place hitting some o f the merchants with a switch while saying: “No 
one should sell in our market except for the one who has understand­
ing o f the religion, if  not then he will consume usury willingly or 
unwillingly.”

And in another narration, ‘Umar i|£ said:

• j& \ ° j ^  c ?  ^  y  ^

“No one should sell in our marketplace except those who have knowl­
edge o f the religion.”23

23 A t-T irm idhi4 8 7
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Common Mistakes Among Men

1. The youth resembling the West in their dress and hairstyles.

Imitating the disbelievers in matter which are particular to them 
such as clothing and general physical appearance is prohibited. The 
Prophet iS  said:

- r t r l 14* ‘ f_ ^  ^  dr*

“Whoever resembles a people is from them.”1

As it relates to clothing; the Prophet i§S forbade the Muslims from 
wearing the garments o f the disbelievers. Abdullah bin Amr bin 
al-Aws said:

. l * L ±  j *

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  saw me wearing two garments dyed with 
safflower and said: ‘These are garments o f the disbelieves; so do not

Abu Dawud 4031
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wear them.’”2

This proves wearing clothes particular to the disbelievers in not 
permissible. In Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim it states:

.  ( c
, I jJL - j ^

“The Prophet $Si opposed the way o f the People o f the Book in regard 
to leaving the hair loose.”3

Imitating them in matter specific to them falls upon the general 
meaning o f the statement o f the Prophet iS :

o f 0 ,  oC
■t'-Vri yV  cr*

“Whoever resembles a people is from them.”4

The scholars have stated this narration necessitates the prohibition 
o f imitating the disbelievers in matters particular to them, likewise 
it is understood that imitating the pagans is prohibited and we are 
commanded to differ from them.

2. Allowing sports to distract them from the prayer and other 
obligations.

This is due to weak faith or its disappearance. Allah the Exalted said:

\jtCj\j a*}L âh IjpLjsl ^

^  O jib  ‘ ~Tj g .cil

Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have 
given up the prayers and followed lusts. So they will

: Muslim 2 0 7 7

3 Collected in al-Bukhdri and Muslim

4 Abu Dawiid 4031
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be thrown in Hell.

[Surah Maryam 19:59]

Prayer is a pillar o f the religion. It must be given precedence over 
every desire and game. It is established during its proper time. Allah 
has threaten those who are apathetic towards the prayer, thus they do 
not remember it because it does not hold a high regard with them. 
He said:

<  ©  i j i i i  j -  f i  ©

So woe to those who pray, those who delay their 
prayer from their stated fixed times

[Surah al-Ma'un 107:4-5]

It is obligatory upon whoever hears the call to prayer to respond 
to it (by attending the prayer) and to not become preoccupied and 
distracted from the prayer with play, business or the like.

3. Listening to the impermissible, watching indecency, and 
reading magazines and destructive newspapers.

4. Wearing tight and transparent clothing, growing the 
mustache, and shaving the beard.

5. Traveling abroad and traveling to practice lowly vices.

6. Using musical instruments.

These affairs have been previously clarified, and warned against. Its 
rules and proofs have been mentioned. May Allah have mercy upon 
the slave who seeks safety and abandons sins and performed the 
obligations.
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Corrupters of the Ears & Eyes

1. Reading magazines, books, and newspapers that encour­
age wickedness and that which opposes Islamic legislation and 
destroys good character.

2. Watching romance and detective movies and plays, which 
grow wickedness and a love of crime.

3. Wasting time watching soccer matches and wrestling, which 
have no point.

4. Listening to singers and music.

It is known by the legislative texts that these four matters are prohib­
ited, and the proof has been separately mentioned. Allah the Exalted 
said:

I k l j  * Jr  s i j S i j  S)i >
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Verily! The hearing, and the sight, and the heart, o f 
each o f those you will be questioned (by Allah).

[Surah al-Isra' 17:36]

Watching pictures that show the ‘awrah o f men (area o f the body 
which should be covered) such as wrestling, or shows which reveal 
the 'awrah o f women such as movies and soap operas is prohibited. It 
is incumbent to avoid this. Likewise listening to music, the proof that 
it is impermissible has already been mentioned. It is likewise oblig­
atory to abandon reading books which don’t benefit the Muslims, 
in order to safeguard his religion, seeking the afterlife, and seeking 
safety from sins and its effects.

As for watching soccer matches, if  it distracts them from the prayer 
and obligations then it is prohibited. I f  it does not divert them from 
the prayer and does not contain anything prohibited, it is still better 
to abandon watching these matches.

Many o f them have a type o f sports fanaticism and loyalty for other 
than Allah and aspects o f the Pre-Islamic Days o f Ignorance.

5. Being lackadaisical towards enjoining the good and forbid­
ding the evil.

Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil is incumbent upon every 
Muslim according to their ability. These are the keys to good for this 
ummah.

s lJ r / - ' p  ^ 3

^ 4_Ub yf- jy y j f

You are the best o f peoples ever raised up for mankind; 
you enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and you 

believe in Allah.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:110]
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Showing apathy towards enjoining the good is not permissible, rather 
abandoning it and showing apathy towards it is a reason for the curse 
o f Allah, His Anger and it allows His punishment to befall those who 
do so. Allah the Exalted said:

S #  o U  y *  j :  #  \ j&  j J \  - J  >

\jj\5 j  l j j l 5  j  ' j - V  l

^  OjJjuJj I jjlif a î Jf- 0

Those among the Children o f Israel who disbelieved 
were cursed by the tongue o f Dawud and Jesus son o f 
Maryam. That was because they disobeyed and were 
ever transgressing beyond bounds. They used not to 
forbid one another from the evil which they commit­

ted. Vile indeed was what they used to do.

[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:78-79]

The Muslim ummah calls towards good and enjoins the good. This is 
what Allah has commanded and the good results o f this are known by 
the legislation. Abandoning enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil is a reason for the supplication to be rejected. Thus the people 
will supplicate and will not be answered. This is a great calamity, as 
none o f us are independent o f needing Allah even for the blink o f an 
eye. Ik e  Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

,  x  ̂ o

I j x  01 >  4 ji ^  Oj ^ j  O^C

. L-j A j t d j s -  \j\js-

“Either you command good and forbid evil, or Allah will soon send 
upon you a punishment from Him, then you will call upon Him, but 
He will not respond to you.”1

It is obligatory for those who are enjoined to good and forbidden 
from evil to obey the command o f Allah and His Messenger. And

1 Jami’ at- Tirmidhi 2169

140



they must understand that those who enjoin them to good only want 
good for them and safety. They love that they should earn good deeds 
and elevate in degrees. Thus they must accept this advice with appre­
ciation, perchance Allah will forgive and pardon them.

C orrupters o f  the Ears &  Eyes
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Mistakes Related to Travel

1. Traveling abroad for vacation and what accompanies it from 
neglecting obligations and using the impermissible.

This is obvious evil, and clearly impermissible. Traveling to lands 
where polytheism, evil, and allowance o f prohibited actions is present 
is not permissible except due to necessity; for those whom are able to 
display their religion and openly display the truth and tawheed. As for 
traveling accompanied by sin and leaving off the obligations, and not 
openly displaying the religion; no scholar has said this is permissible. 
This is a calamity. Those who are saved are those whom Allah saves.

2. Befriending the disbelievers and imitating them in actions 
and speech.

Allah the Exalted said:
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i. f - f j z r *

You will not find any people who believe in Allah 
and the Last Day, making friendship with those who 
oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they 
were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or 

their kindred (people).

[Surah al-Mujadila 58:22]

Befriending the disbelievers negates faith, either completely or 
according to the situation. It is obligatory to break the connection 
o f friendship because the enemies o f Allah, His legislation, and His 
religion; are loved or befriended by those who love Allah and His 
Messenger. How wonderful is the statement o f Ibn al-Qayyim lii&T

. 01—̂ *1 I—4 4 1 1 c Jj  j .  >«J' c-l-V ipi   y jl

“Do you love the enemies o f the beloved (Prophet Muhammad) while 
claiming to love him? That is not possible!”

As for imitating them in their actions and speech, this issue has 
already been clarified. It is not permissible based upon the statement 
o f the Prophet 0 :

•(*4^ J i *  <■{J 4  j *

“Whoever resembles a people is from them.”1

3. Not giving da’wah in the lands of disbelief and not displaying 
the beauty of Islam.

Displaying the religion o f Islam is from the conditions which allow 
travel to the lands o f the pagans. Therefore the person who is not able 
to do that is not permitted to travel there. The Muslim is required 
to perfect his religion and increase his faith by inviting people to

1 Abii Ddwiid 4031

143



CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS

Islam and openly displaying his religion wherever he may be. This 
is more so need in the lands o f disbelief. This is from the guidance 
o f the Companions o f the Prophet 0  and those that followed them. 
They entered the lands o f disbelief inviting them to Islam. Thus Allah 
benefited a large number o f people by way o f them. May Allah be 
pleased with them.

4. Defaming the Muslims by committing evil actions, and the 
evil manners of some Muslims abroad.

The Muslim is an example, and he is not representing himself, rather 
he is representing his religion and the ummah o f Muslims as a whole. 
Perhaps he will prevent some people who want to enter Islam due to 
their behavior and their representation o f the religion.

5. Encouraging the Muslims to travel abroad and praising the 
lands of disbelief and their actions.

These individuals call to sin, thus they will incur the sin and the sin 
o f those who work according to their encouragement. The Prophet 
i s  said:

“Whoever calls others to guidance will have a reward like that o f those 
who follow it, without that detracting from their reward in the slight­
est. And whoever calls others to misguidance will have a burden o f 
sin like that o f those who follow it, without it detracting from their 
burden in the slightest.”2

: Muslim 2674
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The Messenger o f Allah said:

Cr* j j J  <_£i 5 ^  J? -**  4̂ ~" ^ *3

• V  r ^ 'd '  ^
“And whoever introduces a bad precedent in Islam will bear the 
burden o f sin for that, and the burden o f those who do it after him, 
without that detracting from their burden in the slightest.”3

6. Muslim women being lackadaisical in regard to wearing 
hijab and uncovering when they travel abroad

The evidence for this issue was previously presented for the obligation 
for the woman to cover and safeguard all o f her body. We have heard 
o f some o f the Muslim women abandoning their hijab when they 
arrive to a country which is not their native country. The reason is the 
absence o f truly venerating faith, and forsaking obedience o f Allah 
and obedience o f His Messenger concerning the hijab. Allah is the 
object o f worship and obeyed in every place and location, thus the 
women and men must obey Him in their homeland and abroad.

{  i i r ,  ip our d l l  0 1 )

Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.

[Surah an-Nisa 4:1]

Any women desiring safety from the Hellfire and the punishment o f 
the grave must obey Allah and adhere to His commands and obliga­
tions. She must avoid uncovering and revealing herself. How many 
faces revealed and shins uncovered will be scorched by the Hellfire in 
the grave and on the Day o f Judgment!

Any women desiring Paradise let her rush towards it by obedience 
and adhering to the hijab and covering. The devoted, chaste women;

3 Muslim 1017
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their abode is Paradise and the pleasure o f the Most Merciful.

Don’t be frightened by the many who fall into sin, because those who 
will be saved are always few in number.

i  J s r *  c f'  j .  J *  )

And if you obey most o f those on earth, they will 
mislead you far away from Allah’s Path.

[Surah al-An'dm 6:116]

And none believed with him, except a few.

[Surah Hud 11:40]
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Mistakes Related to Keeping the 
Ties of Kinship

1. Not visiting the relatives.

This perhaps can be considered breaking the ties o f kinship and the 
Muslim is commanded to uphold the ties o f kinship. The Messenger 
o f Allah 0  said:

• < d J b  ŷty. iy*
“Whoever believes in Allah and the last day let him maintain the ties 
o f kinship.”1

Keeping the ties o f kinship results in reward, increased provisions, 
and prolonging the life span. In the hadith o f Anas in Malik the 
Messenger o f Allah said:

• J-vsJl? aJj I .̂ 9 <d Liej j !  d ijj aJ \ai~~o Ol 

“Whoever loves that his provision is increased, and his life span

Sahih al-Bukhdri 6 1 3 8
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prolonged then let him maintain the ties o f kinship.”2

Not keeping the ties o f kinship is to break the ties o f kinship. Allah 
the Exalted said:

Would you then, if  you were given the authority, do 
mischief in the land, and sever your ties o f kinship?
Such are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He has 

made them deaf and blinded their sight.

[Surah Muhammad 47:22-23]

It was narrated from A'ishah ^  that the Messenger o f Allah fl? said:

“The womb is suspended from the Throne. It says: Whoever connects 
me, Allah will connect them, and whoever severs me Allah will sever 
him.”3

This is sufficient as an incitement to maintain the ties o f kinship and 
sufficient as a threat against severing the ties o f kinship.

2. Cutting off the relatives and boycotting them for the small­
est reasons.

Boycotting without a legislative reason is not allowable; rather 
keeping the ties o f kinship is obligatory even if  your relatives harm

2 Sahih al-Bukhdri 59 8 6

3 Sahih Muslim  255 5
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you in your person. The person who truly keeps the ties o f kinship 
is the one who connects with his relatives although they distance 
themselves from him. The Prophet said:

. lil

“The one who maintains a relationship with his relatives only because 
they maintain a relationship with him is not truly upholding the ties 
o f kinship. The one who truly upholds those ties is the one who does 
so even if  they break off their relationship with him.”4

Abu Hurayrah said:

ajfy> ^  !aU1 J y * j  U Ol

u ir  o JS r  y

c —o  Li  ̂g.1 p 5^' d-L î J l j i  L«Jl5vi c J i

. d U > >

“A man said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, I have relatives with whom I 
try to keep in touch, but they cut me off. I treat them well, but they 
abuse me. I am patient and kind towards them, but they insult me.’ 
He <|g said, ‘I f  you are as you say, then it is as if  you are putting hot 
ashes in their mouths. Allah will continue to support you as long as 
you continue to do that.’”5

3. Not acquainting oneself with his relatives and not calling 
them by phone if you are not able to visit them.

4. Being heedless concerning poor relatives and not assisting 
them financially and acting kind towards them.

4 Al-Bukhdri 5645

5 Muslim 255 8
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Allah the Exalted said:

j j i  \ j j j i  o i  x ?  y

j j j i P  i J J l J  ^ 5 3  i J U l  O l  O j l S t J  M l

4 l ^ J
And let not those among you who are blessed with 
graces and wealth swear not to give (any sort o f help) 
to their kinsmen, the poor, and those who left their 
homes for Allah’s Cause. Let them pardon and forgive.
Do you not love that Allah should forgive you? And 

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[Surah an-Nur 24:22]

The Prophet 0  said:

. iSJlda O l S l  5j\yai\ ( j i  tiiJU ?  AA-Cali

“Charity given to a poor person is charity, but charity given to a 
relative is two things: charity and upholding the ties o f kinship.”6

Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father that his grandfather said:

±>'p\ p  M  p  p  i d  p  l i i \  p  *J\ ^  J j i  3 ^ - 3  l ;  s l i i
oi ^

. ^>'p li

“I said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, to whom should I show kindness?’ He 
replied, ‘Your mother, then your mother, then your mother, and then 
comes your father, and then your relatives in order o f relationship.’”7

6 A t- Tirmidhi 6 5 8  and Ibn Mdjab 1844

Sunan Abi Daiviid 5139
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5. Apathy towards spending upon those relatives upon whom it 
is mandatory to spend.

It is obligatory to spend upon the relatives if  they do not have anyone 
to spend upon them, and if  they are from the inheritors. Allah the 
Exalted said:

<  i d  %  J i j  >

And on the (father’s) heir is incumbent the like o f that 
(which was incumbent on the father).8

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:233]

Even if  they are not heirs, it is recommended to spend upon them 
according to one’s ability and there is a great deal o f virtue and benefit 
in this. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

.2llj.il 2lb.il jjj t2lU-lj c2lb1j dJC*! 1-ijl
“Begin with those under your care; your mother, your father, your 
sister, your brother, and then those next closest to you.”9

His statement “your mother” means give to your mother.

8 Translation by Mushin Khan

0 Sunan an-Nasd'i 253 2
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Mistakes Related to Marriage

1. Apathy in regard to choosing a woman.

From the things which the person seeking marriage must be diligent 
upon is seeking a religious woman who will help him uphold the 
commands and obedience o f Allah. The Prophet command us 
with this in his statement:

“A woman is married for four things: her wealth, her lineage, her 
beauty and her religious commitment. Seek the one who is religious­
ly-committed, may your hands be rubbed with dust (i.e., may you 
prosper).”1

2. The man who proposes to a woman without looking at her in 
the prescribed manner.

1 Al-Bukhari 4 8 0 2  and Muslim  1466
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It is prescribed for the man who proposes to a woman to look at 
what is predominantly seen o f her such as her face and hands. And 
he ponders over her and what incites him to marry her. This is based 
upon the statement o f the Prophet to the man who wants to marry 
a woman:

“Look at her.”2

And the Messenger o f Allah said:

.p f c  V v liis ' J\J l£ J l > 1 '  AJU

“If  one o f you proposes to a woman, there is no harm upon him if he 
looks at her, if  he is only looking at her to propose to her. Then he can 
look at her even if  she is not aware o f this.”3

It is not allowed for a man to look at a woman if he does not want 
to propose to her. Likewise he does not look at her in seclusion, or 
without decency. It is only allowed to look at her without her knowl­
edge or with her knowledge and her family’s knowledge if  his looking 
is for the purpose o f marriage. It is not allowed for the family to 
expose their daughters under the guise o f a proposal and this is not 
done by those who have jealousy for their family. It is only allowed 
for the man to look if he is known to be sincere about seeking her for 
marriage or after the proposal. And Allah knows best.

3. Delaying marriage until after studies.

This is in contrast to what the Muslim has been commanded with 
in regards to guarding their chastity and guarding themselves. Early

2 Collected by Muslim

1 Collected by Ahmad
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marriage— in most cases— brings about a healthy body, healthy intel­
lect and ease o f the soul. The Prophet 0  said:

“O  young men, whoever among you can afford it, let him get married, 
for it is more effective in lowering the gaze and guarding one’s chastity. 
And whoever cannot afford it should fast, for it will be a shield for 
him.”4

As for men and women delaying marriage until after studies, this is 
a strange affair, thrown upon us from those who are not from us. 
This practice is unknown to the Islamic nation. I f  the young men are 
able to afford marriage, they are o f sound intellect, they will treat the 
women kindly, then it is recommended for men like this to marry 
and in some cases it may be obligatory. The same applies to the young 
woman; early marriage is medicine for both sexes, especially during 
this day and time.

4. Excessively high mahr (dowry).

The principle is that there is not restriction on the dowry, but an 
outrageously high dowry is in opposition to the Prophetic guidance. 
Likewise it is a path which leads towards aversion o f marriage, thus it 
is necessary to close this door. It is upon the guardians o f the women 
to lower the dowry, and to select righteous men for those women 
under their care. The dowry given by the Prophet i§? to his wives was 
Twelve and a half uqiyah as stated in Sahih Muslim’.

4 Al-Bukhari 5 0 6 6  and Muslim  1400

4 Translator’s note: Abu Salamah bin ‘Abdul-Rahman said: “I asked A’ishah the wife o f  
the Prophet fg  what the mahr given by the Prophet tfe was. She said: ‘The mahr that he 
gave to his wives was twelve uqiyah and a nashsh.’ She said, D o you know what a nashsh 
is? I replied: ‘N o.’ She said it is half o f  an ooqiyah. That was five hundred dirhams. This 
was the mahr given by the Prophet be upon him to his wives.” (Muslim  1426)
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‘Umar bin al-Khattab M  said:

j\ llj-dl ^  c^iU" j J  jI j l^ s  I jJ li j ^

U <u1p aJJI Lgj ol5" aJUI

a3 j ! ŝ Lp  îS"l ajIIj sl^l c_J-Usi Nj ajLu  ^  sl^l

u_y^3 5 r ^  ls? *3 '"^  ^  9 }'^  ^"W 5 J - ^  ^13

.& i J l  j U  4 UJI J j i f r

“Do not go to extremes in regard to the dowries o f women, for if  that 
were a sign o f honor and dignity in this world or a sign o f piety before 
Allah, then Muhammad 0  would have been more deserving than 
you to do this. But he did not give any o f his wives, and none o f his 
daughters were given, more than twelve uqiyah. A man may increase 
the dowry until he feels resentment against her and says, ‘You cost me 
everything I own, and caused me a great deal o f hardship.’”6

5. Carrying a woman on a platform amongst women when her 
husband is with her.

This carries two prohibitions:

1) Resembling the disbelievers in carrying the spouses on a 
platform by joining the husband and wife in the same place elevated. 
This is accompanied by the relatives o f the wife and the relatives o f 
the husband entering amongst one another to extend the salam.

2) The men looking at unrelated women, some o f which are 
uncovered and beautified, and perhaps their shins and faces are 
uncovered. This is not permissible. I f  it were not that this affair has 
been narrated to us and we have heard about this we would not 
believe that the people o f tawheed and jealousy and protectiveness 
would do such a thing. And with Allah aid is sought.

6 Ibn Majab 1532
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6. Being lackadaisical in regard to upholding the proper 
etiquette of the weddings.

7. Going to excess regarding the wedding food.

8. Going to excess in regard to wedding lights.

The proof o f the prohibition o f going to excess has already been 
presented. Such as the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

But waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) 
likes not those who waste by extravagance.

[Surah al-A'rdf 7:31]

Anas said:

c I p  p j i  b. c4j'L* j  <Up  u lll p j !  U

.o li^  G -iJj

“The Prophet S8 did not give a better wedding banquet on the 
occasion o f marrying any o f his wives than the one he gave on marry­
ing Zaynab, and that banquet consisted o f one sheep.”7

Therefore the Sunnah is to limit oneself to that which is sufficient, 
and to pay attention to honoring the guest without being excessive. 
Taking the middle course is best.

9. Throwing money during the wedding party; this may cause 
belittlement to that which has Allah’s name on it.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5168
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Glorifying Allah’s name and His Verses is a must whether it is on 
Dirham, paper money or other than that, based upon the statement 
o f Allah the Exalted:

^  5 0  ^ y

And whoever honors the sacred things o f Allah, then 
that is better for him with his Lord.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:30]

And He said:

And whosoever honors the Symbols o f Allah, then it 
is truly from the piety o f the heart.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:32]

10. Male and female musicians attending the wedding parties 
or using musical tapes.

This is not permissible. Using musicians is not permissible. The 
proof for this from the Qur'an, the Sunnah and the statements o f 
the Companions has already presented for this. It is prescribed for 
the women to use the Daff, along with good speech and prescribed 
singing the night o f the wedding and consummation. That which 
Allah has permitted is sufficient for us to have no need o f what is 
prohibited.

In addition to this the male and female singers received impermissi­
ble money, and those who give them the money are spending in that 
which is impermissible. Perhaps they give them several thousands. 
Thus this involved consecutive prohibitions.

11. The women using microphones.
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The woman is commanded to lower her voice even in the affairs of 
legislated worship so how about for other than worship?! There is no 
possible excuse for women using the microphone and it is absolutely 
prohibited.

12. The women taking pictures at the wedding party.

Picture taking is prohibited in every form, and the prohibition is 
more severe for the women because this allows the men to see their 
pictures, and this occurs. And perhaps the pictures o f the women 
will be circulated— despite the effort to safeguard against this— to 
groups o f men, thus this will violate their honor, and an insult to 
their fathers and families. The established proof for the prohibition 
o f pictures has already been presented. And the women is an 'awrah 
(that which should be covered) thus the prohibited o f taking her 
picture is more severe.

13. Disapproving of polygyny.

This is from the calamities presented by the enemies o f the Islamic 
legislation, because the legislation o f Islam allows polygyny. And 
whatever the legislation allows, we receive it with submission, 
compliance and acceptance. As for disapproving o f the man taking 
two wives or more, this only comes from someone who is ignorant or 
those affected with the doubts thrown into their hearts by the leaders 
o f desires from through the various means o f communication. Allah 
the Exalted said:

Marry women o f your choice, two or three, or four 
but if  you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly
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(with them), then marry only one.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:3]

The Messenger o f Allah f t  married more than one wife, and so did a 
group o f his Companions.

Polygyny is permissible and allowed and it may be recommended for 
the man who cannot suffice with one and has a desire for polygyny.
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Mistakes of the Tongue

1. Carelessness towards backbiting, tale-carrying, and 
mocking the Muslims regarding their appearance and manners.

This is impermissible and it is not allowed for the Muslim to be 
careless towards this affair. Allah the Exalted said:

ot f js  J .  t  ^  i j i T  4\  t  >

JJ> d ix J jli j J ,  :  o u / i i  : &  j y J j i  ju -^ i 

< O^JUaJl

O  you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another 
group, it may be that the latter are better than the 
former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, 
it may be that the latter are better than the former, 
nor defame one another, nor insult one another by
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nicknames.

[Surah al-Hujurdt 49:11 ]

And He said in the following verse:

And do not backbite one another. Would one o f you 
like to eat the flesh o f his dead brother? You would 

hate it (so hate backbiting).

[Surah al-Hujurdt 49:12]

This emphasizes that one should flee from backbiting.

As for tale-carrying, it has been narrated from Hudaifah that the 
Messenger o f Allah ig  said:

them are being punished, and they are being punished by something

them, he used to carry tales; as for the other one, he did not safeguard 
himself from becoming soiled with his urine.’”2

1 Sahih Muslim 105

: Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim

“The tale-carrier will not enter Paradise.”1

Ibn Abbas i§i said:

i Old Taj L»-gjl ijlai <u!p aJJI 4JUI J j—'j Ol
c ‘Ca-yo-Jlj J  1*1 Ob-Lc

The Messenger o f Allah passed by two graves. He said, ‘Both o f

they did not deem to be major, but surely it is major. As for one o f
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Tale-carrying is impermissible, and a major sin. The tale-carrier is the 
one who listens to the speech o f the people then conveys it to those 
who will cause harm and division amongst the people. The tale-car- 
rier is also the person who spreads lies to cause hatred amongst those 
who love each other. We ask Allah for safety and security.

Mocking Allah, the Qur'an, or His Messenger is disbelief. And with 
Allah refuge is sought. Allah the Exalted said:

^  (J) Aju

I f  you ask them (about this), they declare: “We were 
only talking idly and joking.” Say: “Was it at Allah, 
and His ayat and His Messenger that you were 
mocking?” Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after 

you had believed.

[Surah at-Taivbah 9:65-66]

It is obligatory to love the etiquettes o f the Muslims, their religion, 
and the guidance o f their Prophet. This is proof o f faith, while 
mocking Islam is disbelief. And with Allah refuge is sought.

2. Insulting, reviling, and cursing.

All o f this is prohibited. These are not from the traits o f the believers. 
The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

. ^ J d l  UJ! %  o d i l  j a }£\

“The believer is not given to insulting, cursing a great deal, obscene 
talk or foul speech.”3

3 Al-Adab al-Mufrad 332
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The Messenger o f Allah IS  said:

. Aa>llaJl (,\juL5> T/j

“Those who curse a great deal will not be martyrs or intercessors on 
the Day o f Resurrection.”4

Likewise, the various types o f insults are not permissible. The 
Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

“All o f the Muslim is inviolable upon the Muslim, his life, his wealth 
and his honor.”5

And he said:

.

“Insulting a Muslim is evil.”6

And it is mentioned in the narration o f Jabir bin Sulaym that he 
said to the Prophet 0 :

Y j  \j& f } -  Ij J J  u i  J l i  V JU  .^51 1 ^ 1

. SLi

“Advise me.” He (the Prophet) said, “Don’t insult anyone.” Jabir said, 
“After that, I never insulted a freed man, a slave, a camel, or a sheep.”7

3. Making cfu'a' against yourself, your children, or your wealth.

4 Sahih Muslim  259 8

s Sahih Muslim  256 4

6 Sahih al-Bukhari 7 0 7 6

Sunan Abi Dawud  4 0 8 4
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This is prohibited and not allowed. The Muslim who falls into this 
must train their tongue to abandon this. The Messenger o f Allah m  
said:

J s -  \ /j3  N j  ^ V t f j l  J p  ! > 1 -  N j  j & J l l  J p  l> Jb ;  v

“Do not supplicate against yourselves, do not supplicate against your 
children, do not supplicate against your wealth, lest that coincide 
with a time when Allah is asked and He answers your prayer.”8

Allah the Exalted said:

> J b  ^ i l i j  d n  y i j t  j i j  >

<r4k'r^S
And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil (they 
invoke for themselves and for their children, while in 
a state o f anger) as He hastens for them the good (they 

invoke) then they would have been ruined.9

[Siirah Yunus 10:11]

4. Insulting days, months, and years.

The Messenger o f Allah iH said:

j J l l  J J i i  b lj  > l i l  sL L j '£\ $  *y rj J P  d ll J l i

“Allah the Exalted said, ‘The son o f Adam inveighs against Me, he 
insults the time while I am Time, I alternate the night and the day.’”10

8 Muslim  30 1 4

9 Translation by Muhsin Khan

10 Sahih Muslim  2 2 4 6
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The Messenger o f Allah %  said:

.> Id i >  an ju  b V

“Let none o f you say, ‘O  woe is the time,’ for surely Allah is the 
Tim e.”"

His statement: “I am Time, I alternate the night and the day”; this 
means that which occurs from good and evil is according to the Will 
o f Allah and His arranging the affairs based upon His knowledge and 
Wisdom and no one shares with Him in these affairs. Whatever He 
wills will occur and what He does not will, then it will not occur. 
Thus it is obligatory to praise Allah in either situation (good or evil) 
and to have a good thought about Allah the Exalted and return to 
Him with repentance and devotion.

It is not considered insulting the time to describe years as difficult and 
days as evil omens as we find in the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

Then will come after that, seven hard (years)

[Surah Yusuf 12:48]

And His statement:

&  J -
A day o f evil omen and continuous calamity

[Surah al-Qamar 54:19]

This is because this description is connected to the people; meaning it 
was difficult upon them and an evil omen for them, and the like. As 
for the days and years, they are not in the control o f man rather all o f 
this is by the command o f Allah.

11 Sahih Muslim 2246
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5. Insulting and cursing the creations of Allah which are not 
blameworthy.

This is prohibited. The Prophet ifc said to Jabir bin Sulaym:

“Don’t insult anyone.”12

This is general to include all the creation o f Allah. Thus this compan­
ion Jabir bin Sulaym understood his statement to be general. For 
this reason he said:

. s l i  N j 13̂  *)!j \j>- «jjw

“After that, I never insulted a freed man, a slave, a camel or a sheep.”13

It has been collected by Ahmad that:

“The Messenger o f Allah iH was upon a journey when a man cursed 
him she-camel. He said, ‘Where is the owner o f the she-camel?’ The 
man responded, ‘I am’. He said, ‘Delay her, for surely your supplica­
tion against her has been answered.’”14

12 Sunan Abi Dawitd  4 0 8 4

13 Sunan Abi Dawud  40 8 4

14 Collected by Ahmad
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The Prophet fft forbade cursing the rooster15, the wind16, fleas17 and 
the like. This is proof that the prohibition is general for those things 
where there is not a text allowing them to be criticized or cursed.

6. Insulting the Companions or the generation that followed 
them.

Insulting the Companions collectively is disbelief, because Allah has 
praised them. He said:

Muhammad is the Messenger o f Allah, and those 
who are with him are severe against disbelievers, and 
merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and 
falling down prostrate (in prayer), seeking Bounty 
from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The mark 
o f them is on their faces from the traces o f (their) 

prostration.

[Surah al-Fath 48:29]

And the Exalted said:

15 Translator’s note: Zayd bin Khalid al-Juhani ^  said: “The Messenger o f  Allah said, 
‘D o not revile the rooster for it wakes you up for prayer.’” (Collected by Abu Dawud with 

an authentic chain)

16 ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said, “The wind snatched away a man’s cloak during the tim e o f 
the Prophet US and he cursed it. The Prophet jp  said, ‘D o not curse it, for it is under com ­
mand, and if  anyone curses a thing undeservedly, the curse returns upon h im .’” (Sunan 
Abi Dawud  4 9 0 8 ; authenticated by al-Albani)

17 Anas bin M alik reported that a man cursed fleas in the presence o f  the Prophet US, and 
the Prophet said, “D o not curse them  for surely a flea woke up one o f  the prophets for 
the prayer.” (Collected in Al-Adab al-M ufradby al-Bukhari; al-Albani declared it weak.)
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Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when 
they gave their pledge to you (O Muhammad) under 

the tree.
[Surah al-Fath 48:18]

The Prophet Ife said:

“Do not revile my Companions. By Him in Whose Hand is my life, 
if  one amongst you would have spent as much gold as M ount Uhud it 
would not amount to as much as one half full spent by one o f them, 
not even half o f that.”18

Whoever insults the Companions has rejected Allah’s praise o f them, 
and belied the clear text o f the Qur'an; and this is disbelief. And with 
Allah refuge is sought.

Insulting the Tabi'In (the generation that followed the Companions) 
is evil, impermissible and a major sin, and perhaps disbelief. This 
is because they are the best generation after the generation o f the 
Companions based upon the testimony o f the Prophet 0 .  And the 
Prophet IS  is the most noble and truthful o f the creation. And he 
said:

“The best people are my generation, then those that follow them, 
then those that follow them.”19

18 Sahih Muslim 2 5 4 0

19 Sahih Muslim  2 5 3 3
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7. Insulting and mocking the scholars.

There is no doubt that insulting them is a major sin and impermissi­
ble, and perhaps it could be disbelief and apostasy if  insulting them 
is because o f the religion o f Islam and their adhering to it. And with 
Allah refuge is sought from the condition o f the inhabitants o f the 
Hellfire. Allah the Exalted said:

^  q*  4_Ul ^

It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves 
that fear Allah.

[Surah Fdtir 35:28]

And He said:

Say: “Are those who know equal to those who know
not?

[Surah az-Zumar 39:9]

And Allah the Exalted said:

ujii (Juji ) j j  y S\ i i i  >

(  ^ J l  S?» d l  'T - k L i J U

Allah bears witness that none has the right to be 
worshiped but He, and the angels, and those having 
knowledge (also give this witness); (He is always) 
maintaining His creation in Justice. None has the 
right to be worshiped but He, the All-Mighty, the 

All-Wise.

[Surah Ali 'Imran 3:18]

Thus those whom Allah has connected to Himself and the angels in 
testifying to tawheed and the truth, it is obligatory to honor them and
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respect them for their religion. Insulting them is to diminish them. If
the insult is based upon their Islam, and their statements based upon 
Islam then it is clear apostasy, if  he is aware o f this.

Allah the Exalted said:

I f  you ask them (about this), they declare: “We were 
only talking idly and joking.” Say: “Was it at Allah, 
and His ayat and His Messenger that you were 
mocking?” Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after 

you had believed.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:65-66]
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Mistakes Related to Parties 

& Gatherings

1. Going to extremes concerning wedding parties, throwing 
food in unclean places, flaunting with the wedding parties, and 
other than that.

2. Using musicians and various musical instruments.

3. Throwing impermissible parties and gatherings such as New 
Year’s Day celebrations, Mother’s Day celebrations, and parties 
for birthdays and funerals.

4. Intermingling during the parties and displaying the beauty of 
women in front of men.

This is a mistake and evil, and the details have already been 
mentioned. Its proof can be found in various places in this treatise.
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All o f these affairs are widespread, may Allah safeguard the Muslims 
from evils and sins and grant the insight in their religion and grant 
them repentance.

5. Eating and drinking from gold and silver vessels.

This is not permissible based upon the narration o f Hudaifah g|§. He 
said the Messenger o f Allah I t  said:

% ° o &

“Do not drink from vessels made o f gold or silver and do not eat from 
plates made o f its material.”1

The Messenger o f Allah said in the narration o f Umm Salamah $$l:

• j *  J ,  <2* j ' o *  %4 J .

“Whoever drinks from vessels o f gold or silver, is only gulping in his 
stomach fire from the Hellfire.”2

These narrations prove the prohibition o f drinking or eating from 
vessels o f silver or gold. Included in this is every utensil made from 
either material such as plates, spoons, cups and everything uses to eat 
or drink.

6. Using newspaper or anything with the mention of Allah or 
His Messenger on it as a table mat to eat or drink upon.

This is from the widespread evils, and from the matter which people 
are extremely careless about. The believer exalts the rites o f Allah and 
the sanctities o f Allah. As Allah the Exalted said:

1 Collected in Al-Bukhdri and Muslim

1 Sahih Muslim 2065
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4  y t  'yS*̂  tir*i

And whosoever honors the Symbols o f Allah, then it 
is truly from the piety o f the heart.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:32]

And He said:

^  5 0  ^  5-^' <JAJ )*

And whoever honors the sacred things o f Allah, then 
that is better for him with his Lord.

[Surah al-Hajj 22:30]

It is incumbent to respect and honor newspapers and the like which 
contain the verses o f Allah and His names and to protect them from 
belittlement; to do so is to glorify the verses and names o f Allah. It is 
not permissible to belittle these papers by using them as table mats.
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Mistakes Regarding Men’s Clothing

1. Dragging the garment, robe, or pants beneath the ankles.

This is prohibited and this is something prevalent amongst the people 
without any fear o f sin. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

■P J  f if  & ^  j D  u
“Whatever part o f the lower garment is below the ankle, it is in the 
Fire.”1

I f  the garment is worn beneath the ankle out o f pride, then it is more 
heinous. Consequently the recompense is that Allah will not look at 
this person as has been narrated by Ibn ‘Umar The Messenger o f 
Allah said:

• sPpCp- * jjj ^  J\  aJJI ^

“On the Day o f Judgment Allah will not look at the man who drags 
his garment out o f pride.”2

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 57 8 7  

: Jdmi ’ at- Tirmidhi 1730
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And in the wording collected in Sahih Muslim he said:

. o d i  $  4\ ^  &  2>u : 2L > J i  v i i j j l  n  5 3 1 3 1 3 ^

“Whoever drags his garment only desiring arrogance, Allah will not 
look at him on the Day o f Judgement.”3

Wearing the garment beneath the ankles in not permissible, and if 
it is done because o f arrogance it is more heinous. A1 Mugeerah bin 
Shubah 0 .  said:

J*J J  ^  #  A l JL *  Ji\ J J 13

. 3 - L H J 1 y  a n  o u  i  i i d i .  u - / j j k

“I saw the Messenger o f Allah 0  grabbing the cloak o f Sufyan bin 
Suhail while saying, ‘O  Sufyan do not drag your garment, for surely 
Allah does not love those who drag their garments.’”4

2. Wearing tight, transparent, or flimsy clothing.

I f  this type o f clothing reveals the 'awrah or shows the shape o f the 
private areas and the like, then it is obligatory to abandon it. This is 
based upon the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

^ i j J  i s d  EJ331 j i  'f\ j ,  u )

O  Children o f Adam! We have bestowed raiment 
upon you to cover your private parts and as an adorn­

ment.
[Su rah al-A 'rdf 7:26]

I f  the clothing does not reveal the ‘awrah or describe the private areas

3 Abu Dawud  40 8 5

4 Collected by Ibn M ajah and Ibn H ibban.

&
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then there is no problem wearing it even if  it is tight; except if  it 
resembles the clothing o f the disbelievers, in that which is specific to 
them, or if it resembles women’s clothing.

3. Wearing clothes that resemble women’s clothing.

This is impermissible.

AjIp 4JJI aUI

“The Messenger o f Allah ffc cursed the men who resemble women 
and the women who resemble men.”’

Some o f the scholars have mentioned that the meaning o f “resem­
bling” is adornments, attributes, movements and the like; not 
resembling them in the affairs o f good.

Abu Hurayrah said:

s fc il  Zj J s JJ-^\  ( JL -j U p  aU! J U  aIi cA

. { j J s

“The Messenger o f Allah cursed the man who puts on a woman’s
garment and the woman who puts on a man’s garment.”6

4. Wearing garments of fame.

These are clothes which are uncommon to that which is known to 
the Muslims, or that which draws attention to the person because 
ir is very extravagant thus the person becomes famous for wearing

5 Sahih al-Bukhdri 5885

6 Sunan Abi Dawud  4 0 9 8
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them. This also includes wearing the clothing o f an ascetic, which 
they become known for wearing while having the ability to wear 
other clothing. This is prohibited. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

“Whoever wears a garment o f fame, Allah will dress him in a garment 
o f humiliation.”7

Ash-Shawkani said: “This hadith proves the prohibition o f wearing 
clothes o f fame, and that hadith is not particular to nice clothing, 
rather this includes the person who wears clothing which differs from 
the poor so that they will be amazed by his clothing. This was the 
statement o f Ibn Raslan. I f  the intent o f the clothing is to be famous 
among the people, then there is no difference between nice clothes 
or shabby clothes, those clothes which are similar to the people or 
those clothes which differ from the people, because the prohibition is 
centered around becoming famous.”

5. Wearing clothing that does not cover the ‘awrah, like sports 
apparel that reveals the thighs in front of the people.

The ‘awrah o f the man is from the navel to the knee, thus the thigh 
is included in the ‘awrah. The Muslim is commanded to conceal his 
‘awrah from everyone except for his wife and his right hand posses­
sion. Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather, 
who said:

dTj^y^ ~>T : b* bjlj^p b : *.,7 -1 *

Ol T c<dJl J b  : c J j  o-SbL* b« j l  q *

. Lgjjy ill Oj : J l i  q *  ^  j  ^y*^

“I said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, in regard to our ‘awrah, what may we

7 Sunan Ibn Mdjah
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uncover o f it and what must we conceal?’ He said, ‘Cover your ‘awrah 
except from your wife and those whom your right hand possesses.’ I 
said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, what if the people live close together?’ 
He said, ‘I f  you can make sure that no one sees it, then do not let 
anyone see it.’”8

The thighs are included in the ‘awrah based upon the statement of 
the Messenger o f Allah 0 :

“W hat is between the navel and the knee is the ‘aw rahP  

And it has been authenticially reported that the Prophet IS  said:

“The thigh is ‘awrah

Likewise, it has been authenticially reported that he command the 
thigh to be covered.

6. Being unconcerned about beautifying oneself upon going to 
the masjid.

This is in opposition to the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

O Children o f Adam! Take your adornment while 
praying.

[Surah al-A 'rdf 7:31 ]

8 At-Tirm idhi 2 7 9 4 ; Ibn M ajah 1920; classed as hasan by al-Albani in Sahih at-Tirmidhi.

9 Collected by Ahmad and Abu Dawud.

10 Jami ’ at- Tirmidhi
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The prayer is turning towards Allah, and this deserves that one 
beautify himself for this. And the man should perfume himself, as he 
is able, along with removing any foul odors. This is a type o f recom­
mended beautification.

7. Wearing clothing that contains pictures of animate 
creatures, especially pictures of the disbelievers, like singers, 
athletes, leaders, and other famous people. Wearing garments 
with pictures of people, animals, or birds is prohibited.

There is a great deal o f evidence showing the prohibition o f picture 
making, hanging pictures in the home, and wearing clothing with 
pictures. From this proof is what has been collected in Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim. Narrated from ‘A’ishah ^1:

*
J c —wa.) IgA I frS- <dJl j  ‘UiuU- {j f -  

jpsijj ; c J l i  t aTp <dJl

.L -g Jp

She hung up a curtain on which there were images, and the Messenger 
o f Allah 0  entered and tore it down. She said, “I cut it up and made 
two pillows out o f it, and he used to recline upon them.”11

The scholars have said: It is impermissible for the male and female to 
wear clothing containing images o f animals, or to hang these images, 
or to use them as wallpaper. And taking these pictures is a major sin, 
even for curtains, ceilings, walls, beds and the like.

Wearing clothes containing pictures o f the disbelievers in a form o f 
showing amazement towards them, and befriending rhem; and this is 
a calamity. This is because the disbeliever is hated due to his disbelief, 
the Muslim is not amazed by him, nor does he glorify him or love 
him. And with Allah help is sought.

11 Al-Bukhari 103 and Muslim 1168
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8. Men wearing gold rings for fashion, wedding rings, or other 
than that.

It is not permissible for me to wear gold, due to the statement o f the 
Prophet

• U j jT 5 J s -  <.j2\

“Gold and silk have been permitted for the females o f my ummah, 
and forbidden for the males.”12

Al-Bara bin ‘Azib said:

“He forbade us from wearing rings or gold rings.”13 

Ibn ‘Abbas said:

-Lj y *  H jlA  Ij aAp *dJI aIII ^y *j  ^

. i J j  LgJjK>cli j\j y> ^  *s-yi

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  saw a ring o f gold in the hand o f a man, 
so he removed it, tossed it and said, ‘One o f you takes a coal from the 
fire and puts it in his hand.’”14

This prohibition from wearing gold for men is general to include 
every purpose for wearing it. It is not permissible to wear it for 
beautification, engagement, or wedding rings.

'■ Collected by Abu Dawud, and by al-H akim , who classed it as sahih.

"  Sahih Muslim  2 0 6 6

14 Sahih Muslim  2 0 9 0
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Mistakes Related to 

Women’s Clothing

1. Wearing tight or transparent clothing which intices men to 
look at them.

This is from the impermissible acts. It is not permissible for a woman 
to wear tight clothing that reveals the sections o f her body or reveals 
the shape o f her limbs in front o f non-mahram1 men. And she cannot 
wear clothing which is transparent such that the color her shin can 
be seen. Likewise, it is not permissible for her to wear clothing which 
will cause men to look at her. Many women and their daugthers fall 
into wearing clothing like this. And if  they do not repent this could 
perhaps be a reason for them to be punished in the fire. Allah the 
Exalted said:

<  1 * 1 j  i t #  ' i ;  >

And not to reveal their adornment2 except to their

1 Translator’s note: The mahrant is the husband or any other relative to whom she is pro­

hibited to marry.

2 Translator’s note: Al-Baghawi ii!#- said, “The words o f  Allah the Exalted: ‘And not
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husbands.
[Surah an-Nur 24:31]

And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what 
they hide o f their adornment.

[Surah an-Nur 24:31]

I f  outwardly displaying ankle braclets is considered adornment and 
thus not permissible, how about displaying other types o f adorn­
ment! How about the woman who reveals her waist, the size o f her 
chest, her buttocks, or reveals her forearms, shins, and face!

There is no might or power except with Allah, and verily from Allah 
we come and to Him we shall return.

The Messenger o f Allah •!§§ said:

L̂ j J J a l l o '  Uj s j '

S~ o Uj Ip  vlj'

y *  U-?-yS ^Jj aI^JI ^  aJjLaJ1

. l i S ' j  \JS

“There are two types o f the people o f Hell that I have not seen yet: men 
with whips like the tails o f cattle, with which they strike the people, 
and women who are clothed yet naked, walking with an enticing gait, 
with something on their heads that looks like the humps o f camels, 
leaning to one side. They will never enter Paradise or even smell its 
fragrance, although its fragrance can be detected from such and such

to show off their adornm ent”, mean that they should not show their adornments to a 

non-m ahram . W hat is meant here is the hidden adornments, as there are two kinds o f 
adornment, hidden and apparent. Hidden adornments include anklets, henna on the 
foot, bracelets on the wrist, earrings and necklaces. It is not permissible for a woman to 
show these, or for a stranger (non-mahram  man) to look at them . And what is m eant by 
adornment is the place where the adornment is worn.”
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a distance.”3

Usamah bin Zayd M  said: 

l s V

:JUi l ^ J :cJlS ^Ju ĴU U :Jlii
t t

. L^*Uap 1—6-vaJ Oi 3l?-l t<!*!Ap

“The Messenger o f Allah i§? gave me a thick Egyptian garment and I 
gave it to my wife to wear. He said, ‘W hy do I not see you wearing 
that Egyptian garment?’ I said, T gave it to my wife to wear.’ He said, 
‘Tell her to wear a gown underneath it, for I am afraid that it may 
describe the size o f her bones.’”4

2. Wearing clothes open at the bottom which do not cover the 
shins and the feet, and clothes which reveal her beauty in front 
of non-mahram men.

It is not permissible for a woman to wear clothing like this in front o f 
non-mahram men, whether they are inside her home or outside her 
home. It is a religious obligation upon her to have taqwa o f Allah and 
avoid wearing open clothing so she will be away from sin. And she 
calls towards guidance, good and chasity. The proof for this has been 
presented previous. May Allah protect the daughters o f the Muslims 
from the evil o f the disbelievers and resembling them. And may He 
expose the plots o f the hypocrites and distance us from it.

3. Wearing short sleeves that display the forearms in front of 
men in the marketplace or in the cars.

3 Sahih Muslim 2128

3 Collectd by Ahmad and al-Bayhaqi.
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The Prophet iS  said:

“The woman is ‘awrah (that which should be covered); when she goes 
out, Shaytan raises the glances towards her.”5

This means Shaytan causes the people to look at her until they fall 
into tribulations. And the proof prohibiting this has already been 
mentioned.

4. Wearing clothes which are particular to and resemble men’s 
clothing.

This is prohibited. The woman has clothing which is particular to 
her that she is distinguished by while the man likewise has clothing 
particular to him by which he is distinguished from the woman. It 
is not permissible for the woman to resemble the man in clothing, 
appearance or walking.

J U ->  ^  s ^ i  #  ^  ^

. i j a

“The Messenger o f Allah US cursed men who imitate women and 
women who imitate men.”6

s iy J i j  s f c jt  y $ \  j j L ,  u p  wui aIji ^

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  cursed the man who puts on a woman’s 
garment and the woman who puts on a man’s garment.”7

5 Jami ’ at- Tirmidbi 1173

s Al-Bukhdri 5885

Sunan Abi Ddwiid  40 9 8
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5. Wearing wigs because it is considered hair extensions.

Ibn ‘Umar j§| said:

iL i l J J l J  ^1)1

The Messenger o f Allah i s  cursed the woman who adds hair exten­
sions and the one who has them added, the one who does tattoos and 
the one who has them done.8

Asma bint Abl Bakr i 0  said:

J  01 J j l  J i j Z j  tf c J l i i  ' p L j  ^  & \  J U  ^ i \  j l  i \ ' } \  o * l f

dii 3

“A woman came to the Prophet 0  and said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah,
I have a daughter who is newly married, and she had the measles and
her hair fell out. Can I give her hair extensions?’ He said, ‘Allah has 
cursed the one who fixes hair extensions and the one who has that 
done.’”4

It has been collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim by Humayd bin 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Awf:

J j U j j  J yu  AjjIU* aJI

^-*2 aJJ' j^ JU T p  I j j *  qa A âi

<2rr’T J ? T a  j L  ^  jvU-j aIIp <dJ'

» * *i - • '  '  i\. jLCo «AA _C*ol

He heard Muawiyah bin Abl Sufyan at the time o f H ajj, standing on

' Al-Bukhdri 5937 and Muslim 2122

’ Collected in Muslim (2122).
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the minbar and holding a piece o f hair that had been seized by his 
guards, saying, “Where are your scholars? I heard the Messenger of 
Allah 0  forbidding this kind o f thing and saying that Bani Israeel 
were destroyed when their women started to use such things.”

There is no doubt that wearing wigs is at the heart o f this prohibition.

6. Using nail polish which prevents water from reaching the 
skin during wudu'.

It is incumbent upon the person performing wudu to ensure water

If  the wudu is not complete the prayer is not correct. W hich woman 
is pleased with her prayer not being accepted?! Therefore whoever 
uses nail polish must remove it before wudu.

7. Wearing artificial nails or extending the fingernails and 
toenails.

I his opposes the natural disposition. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

reaches all o f his skin, included in this are the nails. Using nail polish 
prevents water from reaching all o f the hand, thus the obligation o f 
wudu is not complete. Allah the Exalted said:

O you who believe! W hen you intend to offer the 
prayer, wash your faces and your hands up to the 
elbows, rub your heads, and (wash) your feet up to

ankles.
[Surah al-Md'idah 5:6]
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t jllb 'V l o u i j  c 'qa

“Five things are part o f the fitrah  (natural disposition)— circumcision, 
shaving the pubes, plucking the armpit hairs, cutting the nails, and 
trimming the moustache.”10

Anas bin Malik i i l  said:

N Ol AjIaJI J j J ^ j  Aiij jllis 'V l i_<_s? ^

“He set a time for us to trim our moustaches, cut our nails, pluck our 
armpit hair and shave our pubic hair; we were not to leave that for 
more than 40  days.”11

The women as included in what has been mentioned for the man.

10 Al-Bukhdri 588 9  and Muslim  2 5 7

11 Muslim 2 5 8  and Ahmad  11823
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Imitating Non-Muslims

1. Men imitating non-Muslims by shaving the beards and 
growing their mustaches long.

The Prophet %  commanded us to differ from the Magians and the 
pagans, and he ordered us to allow the beards to grow and trim the 
mustache. The Prophet Wi said:

“Differ from the pagans, allow the beard to grow and trim the 
mustache.”1

And the Messenger o f Allah %  said:

.

“Trim the mustache and let the beard grow; be different from the 
Magians.”2

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 58 9 2

2 Muslim  383
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The beard is the hair that grows on the two jaws from the cheeks to 
the chin. This has been stated by the scholars o f the Arabic language.

2. Men imitating non-Muslims regarding clothing.

This is prohibited based upon the hadith o f Abdullah bin Amr bin A1 
Aws, he said:

ol 3 ^  cf.j 6-'t3*A c&y

. i ^ J l : ^  j & i i  ^  &

“The Messenger o f Allah H? saw me wearing two garments dyed with 
safflower and said, ‘These are garments o f the disbelievers, so do not 
wear them.’”3

Abu Umamah said, the Messenger o f Allah H  said:

. ^ l^ J i j i I

“Differ from the People o f the Book.”

I said:

«!ji 3 ^ j Jiii . 3 /J \; j i l  J>i caIii u

. l s ^ 5

“O Messenger o f Allah, the People o f the Book wear wide pants but 
they do not wear waist wraps.” The Messenger o f Allah $0$ responded, 
“Wear wide pants and wear waist wraps and differ from the People o f 
the Book.”4

Every garment specific to the disbelievers should not be worn by the 
Muslims.

3 Muslim  2 0 7 7

4 Ahm ad 21780
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CLARIFYING COM M ON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS

3. Imitating non-Muslims by celebrating non-Muslim holidays 
or participating with them in their celebrations.

This is impermissible. It is not permissible for the Muslim to celebrate 
Christian holidays or to participate with them in their celebrations. 
Some Muslims arrange celebrations in the institutions, businesses, 
and home and this allows the non-Muslims to establish the rites o f 
their polytheistic religion. The Prophet ^  said:

o % 0 o C ' 0 y
14* ‘ fy*i V t J  Cr4 

“Whoever resembles a people is from them.”5

Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, “The least o f which this 
hadith necessitates is the prohibition from resembling non-Muslims, 
although what is apparent is those who resemble them are disbeliev- 
ers.

It is not permissible to participate with the People o f the Book o : 
the pagans in the holidays even by giving them the smallest gift, or 
congragulating them. This is to eradicate polytheism, to have a strong 
distinction from the people o f misguidance, and it is in obedience to 
Allah and His Messenger. Allah the Exalted said:

And let them not be like those who were given the 
Scripture before, and a long period passed over them, 
so their hearts hardened; and many o f them are 

defiantly disobedient.

[Surah al-Hadid 57:16]

Ibn Kathir said, “Allah prohibited the believers from imitating 
them in anything from their foundational and subsidiary affairs.”

'  Abu Dawud  4031
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Im itating N on-M uslim s

4. Combing the hair over the face in imitation of the disbeliev­
ers.

This is prohibited because the Muslim is commanded to differ 
from the disbelievers in their general appearance and the Muslim is 
commanded to hold in high regard the commands o f his religion and 
legislation. It has been authenticated in Al-Bukhari and Muslim from 
the hadith o f Ibn ‘Abbas tt&l that the Prophet %  used to concur with 
the People o f the Book in letting the hair hang down, then he later 
opposed them.6

This proves the intent o f the legislation is to oppose them in the 
appearance o f the hair and the manner in which they style it. This is 
to cut off any outward resemblance which eventually leads to inward 
resemblance and love towards them; and this is obvious and has been 
witnessed.

6 Translator’s note: The Prophet sfe used to like to concur with the People o f  the Book 
concerning those matters in which no com m and was revealed. And the People o f  the Book 
used to let their hair hang down while the pagans used to part their hair. So the Prophet 
IIS let his hair hang down, then later on he parted his hair. (Sahih al-Bukhdri 5917)
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Mistakes Related to Photography

1. Photographing creatures with souls without necessity.

This is from the prevalent sins which is taken so lightly it is believed 
to be permissible, or the people are ignorant o f its prohibition. This 
is due to most o f the Muslims having weak concern about their 
Hereafter and what will save them on that day.

Taking pictures o f creatures with souls o f any type is not permissi­
ble due to the general evidence which makes no distinction between 
that which has a shadow (three-dimensional) or those that are simply 
drawn (two-dimensional). Everything called a picture is impermissi­
ble to take or request. And the narrations proving this are numerous. 
From these narrations is the narration o f Ibn ‘Abbas The Prophet 
iS  said:

“Those who make these pictures will be punished on the Day o f 
Judgment.”1

1 Sahih al-Bukhari 5951
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M istakes Related to Photography

Other narrations concerning this have been mentioned in the 5ch 
affair about the mistakes related to Hajj. Photography is not permis­
sible except in the case o f necessity, such as passports, identification 
and the like, from that which is necessary. And the person takes these 
pictures while hating it and not being pleased with it.

It is not mandatory to pursue the pictures on the can, cartons, 
newspapers and the like, because they are insignificant, and too 
numerous. There is an Islamic jurisprudence principle which states 
‘hardship grants a concession for ease’.

2. Hanging pictures in sitting rooms of creatures with souls.

This is worst than taking the photograph because this is a pathway 
which leads to exalting it. Narrated from ‘A’ishah

£
-vaJ LgJ 1 <dJl

. AS'yi j J l - j  <djl 4JJI

She hung up a curtain on which there were images, and the Messenger 
o f Allah 0  entered and tore it down. ’

‘All bin Abl Talib said that the Prophet IB  ordered that no image be 
left without defacing it.3

Thus hanging pictures is obvious sin, and if it is a stereoscopic image, 
or three dimensional image, the affairs is more severe. It is obliga­
tory upon the Muslim to fear Allah, and remove, and break the 
three dimensional images in their homes and remove the pictures o f 
creatures with souls whether it be humans, animals, birds or the like.

May Allah protect us from the evil o f sin. And with Allah aid is 
sought.

: Al-Bukharl 103 and Muslim 1168

3 Muslim 969
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3. Saving pictures of creatures with souls for the purpose of 
reminiscing.

Saving pictures for reminiscing is not allowed and not permissi­
ble because the Muslim is commanded to deface images and break 
statues, thus it is not allowed to save them. The narrations containing 
the command to remove and deface images have been mentioned, 
thus this is a command and action o f the Prophet 111.

4. Buying photography devices for those who will use it for 
impermissible matters.

It is obligatory to distance oneself from this because the Prophet'% 
said:

. k i  'r>  \l\ aUi !>i

“W hen Allah forbids a thing, He (also) forbids its price.”4

In another hadith he forbade the money earned from selling statues 
and idols. The scholars past and present have stated that selling 
pictures and images is not permissible, and the money earned from it 
is likewise impermissible. There is no doubt that the equipment for 
photography carries the same ruling as the ruling the Prophet fft gave 
for devices that produce alcohol; that they should be broken.

4 Abii D awud  34 8 8 ; classed as sahih by Shaykh al-AIbani in Ghayat al-Maram  (318).
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Mistakes Regarding Family

1. The absence of unity among the spouses, anger in the home 
for the slightest reason, and apathy towards treating the wives 
kindly.

It is a must that the husband is patient with the shortcomings o f his 
wife, and the wife should likewise be patient, and they should avoid 
getting angry. This was from the advice o f the Prophet 0 :

• nj 

“D on’t become angry.”1

If  one spouse becomes angry it is recommended that the other one 
is patient and does not respond to anger with anger, so Shaytan does 
not enter into the situation.

It is upon the man to live with his wife in kindness. Allah the Exalted 
said:

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6116
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Live with them in kindness and equity.

[Surah an Nisa 4:19]

The Prophet %  said:

&  ^  1 ^ , 1

“Act kindly towards the women.”2 

And in another narration he said:

. u U  u U - uu.,1 y t f

“The most complete believer in faith are those with the best charac­
ter and the best o f you are the best o f you towards your wives in 
manners.”3

It is upon the wife to treat her husband kindly and obey him in what 
he commands her as long as it is not disobedience. She should not 
leave his home unless he is pleased with it. Paradise is hers if  she :s 
truthful towards him and obeys him. The Prophet 0  said:

* f
. *L>Jl 3ly»l b*jl

“Any woman who dies while her husband is pleased with her will 
enter Paradise.”4

The man is the maintainer and protector o f the woman as Allah the 
Exalted said:

i£  i l i i  j S i  tLJ}\ J p 3 ^ i  >

Men are the protectors and maintainers o f women,

3 Sahih Muslim  1468

3 Collected by at-Tirm idhi and Ahmad.

4 Collected by at-Tirm idhi and Ibn Majah.
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because Allah has made one o f them to excel the other

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:34]

And He said:

i  J&  )
But men have a degree (o f responsibility) over them.

And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:228]

The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

£ £ 
l." ^  ^  ‘ .  ^  1 ^   ̂ ‘ -  A **- s i S . "  - 1 iii

t t
. CUi-i <U>dl Q* (J**

“I f  a woman prays her five (daily prayers), fasts her month (Ramadan), 
guards her chastity and obeys her husband, it will be said to her: ‘Enter 
Paradise from whichever o f the gates o f Paradise you wish.’”s

M istakes R egarding  Fam ily

2. Injustice among the children in regard to spending and 
giving.

Justice between the children is obligatory due to the statement o f the 
Prophet 0 :

“Fear Allah and treat your children fairly.”6 

Nu’man bin Bashir M  said:

5 From the hadith o f  Abu Hurayrah; collected by Ibn Hibban and classed as sahih by 
al-Albani in Sahih al-Jami’ (660).

6 Al-Bukhari 2 5 8 7
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i  315 y  5 ^ '

“His father brought him to the Messenger o f Allah 0  and said, ‘I have 
given a slave to this son o f mine.’ He said, ‘Have you given a similar 
gift to all your children?’ He said, ‘N o.’ He said, ‘Then return him .’”7

But if  one o f the children has a legislated reason to receive something, 
for example he works for his father, then this is his right. Likewise 
if  the child is given a something for the purpose o f marriage it is 
not obligatory to give something similar to the other children. But 
if  the child has done a similar act which causes the parent to give 
something to the other children, then it is obligatory to give it to him 
as well. And Allah knows best.

3. Injustice regarding allotment between wives.

Allotment is o f two types, wealth and body.

As for the body, it is to give the wife her night similar to her co-wife. 
It must be fair among all o f them, and it is impermissible to be unjust 
in this matter. Giving the wives equal personal time is obligatory. The 
proof that it is obligatory is the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

\Jj£\ c \JjJu- $ I r]5  oHi Vj >
* ,

<  c fe & J 4 $

And let not the enmity and hatred o f others make you 
avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety.

[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:8]

From the ways this is implemented can be found in the statement o f 
Anas M:

i l l )  c j U J j  U&- f li t  ± J } \  151 a!£J\ :

Al-Bukhdri 2586 and Muslim 162
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>(U i  p  ib tf lio lc- f lit  A ) '  r ) y

“The Sunnah when a man marries a virgin after he already has a wife, 
is that he stays with her seven (nights) and then by turns. And when 
he married a previously married woman when he already has a wife, 
he stays with her three (nights) and then by turns.”8

Whoever is unjust has fallen into sin. The Prophet 0  said:

j SA U i l a J  OlS' ja

. J U  d U

“Whoever has two wives and is inclined to favor one o f them over the 
other, he will come on the Day o f Resurrection with half o f his body 
leaning.”9

It is also obligatory upon the husband to be fair between his wives 
as it relates to finance and it is not permissible to be unjust in this 
matter.

4. Not showing concern for marrying religious individuals with 
good character.

Allah the Exalted said:

And marry those among you who are single and (also 
marry) the pious, o f your (male) slaves and maid-ser- 
vants. I f  they be poor, Allah will enrich them out o f 

His Bounty.
[Surah an-Nur 24:32]

8 Sahih al-Bukhdrt 5214

9 Sunan an-Nasd 'i 3942
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The Prophet 0  said:

“I f  there comes to you one who pleases you with his religion and his 
manners, then marry him; if  you do not do so there will be corrup­
tion in the land and widespread evil.”10

5. Being careless in regard to shaking hands of the opposite 
sex among non-mahrams.

This is impermissible, because the woman is not allowed to display 
her hand to be seen so how can she do so to be touched?! The Prophet 
%  said:

• ©I

“The woman is ‘aw rah”u

And the Messenger o f Allah said:

.*s

“For one o f you to be stabbed in the head with an iron pick is better 
for him than that he should touch a woman who is not permissible 
for him.”12

Prophet Muhammad was our example and he did not shake the 
hands o f women. A'ishah said:

10 Collected by at-Tirm idhi (1085).

11 Jdm i’ at- Tirmidhi 1173

12 Collected in at-Tabarani in Al-Kabeer (4 8 6 ); Shaykh al-Albani said in Sahih al-Jdm'.’ 
(5045) that this hadith is sahih.
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“I swear by Allah, his hand never touched the hand o f a woman 
during the oath o f allegiance.”13

6. The woman being careless about wearing hijab around the 
husband’s brothers, cousins and other non-mahram men.

This is from the prevalent evils. The woman is commanded with hijab 
and to cover her face around all non-mahram men. If  the non-mah­
ram men are relatives o f the husband such as his brothers, and cousins 
the affairs is more severe. The Prophet i s  said:

. o j j l  j l A J l  015 p j l

“Beware o f entering upon women. A man from among the Ansar 
said, ‘O  Messenger o f Allah, what about the in-laws?’ He said, ‘The 
in-law is death.’”14

The in-laws for the wife are the close relatives o f the husband (his 
brother) this is because this close relative is from the last person about 
whom as suspicion would arise.

7. The men being careless about being alone with women in 
homes and cars.

It is not permissible for a man to be alone with a woman or for 
a woman to be alone with a man unless they are from their close 
relatives whom they can never marry. They cannot be alone together 
in the home, a car, or anywhere else. The Prophet said:

13 Muslim 1866

14 Al-Bukhdri 4 9 3 4  and Muslim  2 1 7 2

Aii u i 'j* y r h  j *

201



CLARIFYING COM M ON MISTAKES W IDESPREAD AM ONG THE MUSLIMS

“No one o f you should be alone with a woman unless a mahram is
»1 Spresent.

And the Prophet Hi said:

“Let no man be alone with a woman for surely the Shaytan is the 
third one present.”16

The seclusion which is impermissible is when the door o f the room, 
home or car is closed, or when they are hidden from the eyes o f the 
people. This is the seclusion which is not allowed. These are the 
guidelines mentioned by the scholars.

8. Using butlers, maids, and drivers without an urgent need to 
do so.

I f  the drivers and maids are married and Muslim; this less o f a harm 
and allowable. In some cases you find young unmarried maids who 
have desires and consequently evil occurs. Those who know the 
condition o f the homes and the condition o f the drivers and maids, 
also know that many people fall into sin and evil without realizing 
it. Very few people stress restrictions in regard to the maids, and 
order them with covering and modesty and remaining in the home. 
Whoever desires to safeguard his religion, from those individuals 
who hire maids and drivers, then implement the commands o f the 
religion upon them. Protect your home, yourself and your children 
from the deviations o f the drivers, and uncovering o f the maids. And 
with Allah help is sought.

15 Collected in Al-Bukhdri and Muslim.

16 Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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9. Butlers mixing with the women and maids mixing with the 
men.

There is no doubt that men and women being alone is impermissible, 
and this includes the butler. The head o f household is responsible 
for this and for the apathy towards it. Some o f the homes allow the 
people to be alone with the drivers, maids and butler; and this is 
not permissible. The man and woman responsible for the home are 
sinning if  they do not disapprove o f this. It is a must to mean the 
necessary means to prevent mixing and seclusion which will bring 
about impermissible acts and lewdness. May Allah grant the Muslims 
insight and repel from them the means to sin and transgression.

10. Not using close relatives as drivers if the need arises.

This is a clear mistake. That is because it is not permissible for the 
woman to travel without a mahram, even for the purpose o f H ajj, so 
how about for other than Hajj?! This is based upon the statement o f 
the Prophet IS :

“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day to make a journey o f one day and night unless she is accompa­
nied by a m ahram ”'7

11. The woman traveling by land, sea, or air without a mahram.

This is not permissible and the evidence has already been mentioned.

17 Sahih Muslim 1339
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12. Carelessness in regard to hiring non-Muslims.

I f  this occurs in the Arabian Peninsula it is impermissible due to the 
statement o f the Prophet 0 :

t o ^
&jty?- q* l £ j ^  oVIj  ̂ y.l

“Two religions should not unite in the Arabian Peninsula; remove the 
Jews and Christians from the Arabian Peninsula.”18

Hiring non-Muslims for work or housekeeping services brings about 
a great deal o f evil, such as them importing their religious habits, 
and vile manners. Thus when they remain in a society it will have an 
effect upon its people. And there are narrations which mention the 
harms as a result o f non-Muslims mixing with Muslims.

8 Collected in Al-Bukhari.
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Mistakes Regarding the Home

1. Going to the extreme regarding furniture.

This is in opposition to the command to be moderate in this affair, 
and avoid being excessive. Allah the Exalted said:

But waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) 
likes not those who waste by extravagance.

[Surah al-A'raf 7:31 ]

And He said:

{  )

But do not spend wastefully.

[Su rah al-Isrd ' 17:26]

Likewise flaunting and showing off by overburdening oneself by 
purchasing furniture above rheir means; the believer has been prohib­
ited from this because the intent is evil. But there is nothing wrong
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with furnishing and dressing up the home if  it is done without extrav­
agance and excess such as decorating the walls with prayer rugs, and 
using impermissible material such as silk and the like. And buying 
the most expensive furniture possible is from extravagance and excess. 
Balance is better in regards to everything, and everyone does in accor­
dance to his means. And whoever takes the Salaf and their lives as an 
example, this is more complete.

2. Some of the homes exposing others.

This must be warned against. The homes are ‘awrah and it is from 
the rights o f the home that its secrets are protected and safeguarded. 
Exposing secrets o f the home to outsiders will cause harm to the 
woman and man o f the household. And there matters are better 
concealed and treated.
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Mistakes Regarding Food & Drink

1. Overindulgence regarding food and drink, wasting food, and 
throwing food into filthy places.

Allah the Exalted said:

< V S i h y / j  %  I j& i i j  ly sr j >

Eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly 
He (Allah) likes not those who waste by extravagance.

[Su rah al-A 'raf 7:31 ]

And the Exalted said:

^ \ d j\  b i > ;  ijSisr ji  oi 0  j J J  N j )

< 0  4 :}  o i k i J i

But spend not wastefully (your wealth) in the manner 
o f a spendthrift. Verily, spendthrifts are brothers o f 
the devils, and the devil is ever ungrateful to his Lord.

[Surah al-Isrd' 17:26-27]
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Extravagance is spending beyond the known limit to honor the 
guest. I f  this food will be eaten or given in charity this is good. But 
if the destination o f this food is the garbage can or an unclean place; 
then this is to belittle the favor o f Allah and utilizing the favors in a 
manner He is not pleased with. Especially when so many people are 
hungry, thus it is feared that the extravagant person when bring upon 
himself the punishment.

The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:

. j l  U J  IjlS””

“Eat and drink, give charity and wear clothes, as long as that does not 
involve any extravagance or arrogance.”1

2. Eating and drinking with the left hand.

This is prohibited because it resembles the manner in which Shaytar. 
eats. The Messenger o f Allah %  said:

o  ̂ ^
O i l O l i  (JS"U1j j*S"Jj>-1 I (5
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“W hen one o f you eats, let him eat with his right hand, and when he 
drinks let him drink with his right hand, because the devil eats and 
drinks with his left hand.”2

3. Being careless about throwing leftover food down the drain.

My grandfather, the previous mufti o f Saudi Arabia, Shaykh 
Muhammad bin Ibrahim, was asked about this, and answered: “Allah 
has blessed His slaves with various favors, and commanded them to

1 An Nasi’i 2559

2 Muslim 1911
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show gratitude. From these favors is the favor o f food and drink. The 
Exalted said:

“Eat o f the provision o f your Lord, and be grateful to
Him .”

[Surah Saba' 34:15]

“Thus, it is obligatory upon the slave to show gratitude for this favor. 
And from gratitude is to not belittle it or throw it in filthy places. As 
for washing the hands in the sink after eating, this requires details. 
I f  there remains some food on his hand which he intends to throw 
down the drain then this is not permissible, because this is belittle the 
favor and not honoring it. But if  there only remains some remnants 
connected to his hand or the utensil without any food portions, bread 
crumbs or the like, then there is no problem with washing it in any 
place his chooses, because what remains is only the unclean portion 
o f food that has no value, and no one would desire to eat this; rather 
it is only that which makes his hands dirty and sticky. Even if  the 
like o f this was gather together in a vessel it would not be desirable 
regardless o f how hungry or thirsty the person was. The same applies 
if  it is accompanied by something small which is difficult to preserve 
such as grains o f rice and the like.”

W ith this, we know that pouring liquid food, or drinks which people 
can benefit from or desire to drink, is prohibited, because it is consid­
ered belittlement o f the favor.

4. Not mentioning the name of Allah when eating or drinking.

We are commanded to mention the name o f Allah before eating and 
drinking. This is based upon the hadith o f ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah 
0 .. The Prophet said to him:

. I L L '  \ L >  l L ^  f e j  M  jU - L
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“O young boy, mention the name o f Allah, eat with your right hand, 
and eat what is close to you.”3

The Prophet 0  said:

.&■ «Iji p  js'jtf \  oi 0 U4 U' 01

“Verily Shaytan deems as permissible the food in which the name o f 
Allah is not mentioned over.”4

This is a summary o f the narration; there is a story that goes along 
with it.

•’ Sahih al-Bukhari 5376 (‘Umar bin Abi Salamah said, “I was a boy under the care o f 
Allah’s Messenger and my hand used to go around the dish while I was eating. So
Allah’s Messenger said to me, ‘O  young boy! Mention the name o f Allah and eat with
your right hand, and eat o f the dish what is nearer to you.’ Since then I have applied those 
instructions when eating.”)

4 Muslim 2017
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Mistakes Related to Funerals

1. Reciters attending gatherings for condolences.

This is a newly invented innovation which has nothing to do with 
the religion; believing that it is a legislated act o f worship is surely an 
affair which Allah has sent no authority for. Allah the Exalted said:

<

O r have they partners with Allah (false gods), who 
have instituted for them a religion which Allah has 

not allowed.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:21]

This is a newly invented matter. This is a practice where the reciters 
attend during the days o f condolences. This is not from the guidance 
o f the Prophet %, and this was not done by any o f the virtuous 
generations.

Sitting for condolences in principle is hated; rather it is the Sunnah
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for everyone to get on about their work so the sadness will dissipate. 
As for the people gathering to receive condolences the scholars o f the 
madhahib which are followed have stated this is hated. Thus if  sitting 
to receive condolences is hated, there is no doubt that the newly 
invented matters such as hiring reciters and the burden is cost to do 
so is an evil innovation.

Ibn al-Qayyim said in Al-Hady. “It was from the guidance o f the 
Prophet %  to give condolences to the family o f the deceased, but it 
was not from his guidance to gather for condolences and recite the 
Qur'an; not at the grave site or any other place. All o f this is a hated 
newly invented innovation.”

2. The family of the deceased holding a feast for the visitors.

This is in contrast to the Sunnah, and it busies the family o f the 
deceased. The Sunnah is that enough food should be prepared for the 
family o f the deceased to suffice them. This is based upon the narra­
tion o f Abdullah bin Ja’far when condolences were given to the 
family o f Ja’far when Ja’far was killed. The Messenger o f Allah %  said:

. U X ii j \ y c ^ p \

“Prepare food for the family o f Ja’far, for there has befallen them that 
which has preoccupied them.”1

Ibn al-Qayyim said: “It was from the guidance o f the Prophet 0  
that the family o f the decease was not burdened with preparing food 
for the people, rather he commanded the people prepare food and 
send to them. And this is from the greatest displays o f noble manners, 
good practices and removing a burden from the family because there 
calamity has preoccupied them from feeding the people.”

1 Sunan Ibn Mdjah
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3. Throwing a party for the visitors, placing lights in the home, 
and giving gifts.

This is an innovation. Placing lights at the home o f the deceased is 
akin to a death announcement, and this is prohibited. It has been 
mentioned in the second affair, that it is the Sunnah to assist the 
family by giving them food, and to not burden them with things 
which Allah has not sent down any authorization for. The Sunnah is 
best and it is blessed, while innovation is evil and a calamity.

4. Wailing over the dead.

This is impermissible. This is from the traits o f the Pre-Islamic Days 
o f Ignorance, and from the braces o f disbelief. The Messenger o f 
Allah 0  said:

“There are two qualities that exist among people which are qualities 
o f disbelief: slandering people’s lineage and wailing over the dead.”2

And the Messenger o f Allah said:

“There are four matters within my ummah from the affairs o f the 
Pre-Islamic Days o f Ignorance which they will not abandon: Bragging 
o f noble descent, slandering people’s lineage, seeking rain from the 
stars, and wailing o f the dead.”3

And he said:

2 Sahih Muslim 67

3 Sahih Muslim 934
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“If  the hired wailing woman does not repent before she dies, she will 
be made to stand on the Day o f Resurrection wearing a garment o f tar 
and shield o f scabs.”4

Umm Salamah ^  said:
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“W hen Abu Salamah died I said, ‘I am a stranger in a strange land; 
I shall weep for him in a manner that would be talked of.’ I made 
preparation for weeping for him when a woman from the upper side 
o f the city came there who intended to help me (in weeping). She 
happened to come across the Messenger o f Allah %, and he said, ‘Do 
you intend to bring Shaytan into a house from which Allah has driven 
him out?’ I (Umm Salamah), therefore, refrained from weeping and I 
did not weep.”11

Wailing is to raise the voice with sobbing over the deceased, and 
crying with a loud elevated voice which resembles coo o f a pigeon. 
All o f this is to hate the decree o f Allah and that negates the obliga ­
tory patience. This is from the major sins due to the severe threat and 
punishment which accompanies it.

4 Sahih Muslim 934

4 Sahih Muslim 922
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5. Striking the cheeks, tearing the garment, and crying with 
the cry from the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance.

These actions are evil and impermissible, because these actions are 
traits from the Pre-Islamic Days o f Ignorance, and it is proof the 
individual is not pleased with the decree o f Allah, and they were not 
patient with the calamity. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said:
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“They are not from us, those who strike their cheeks, tear their 
garment, or cries with the cry o f the Pre-Islamic Days o f Ignorance.”6

“They are not from us” means they are not from the people o f our 
Sunnah or our way. This statement proves these actions are prohib­
ited.

Abu Burda bin Abu Musa said:
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“Abu Musa was afflicted with grave pain and he became unconscious 
and his head was in the lap o f a lady o f his household. One o f the 
women o f his household wailed. He (Abu Musa) was unable (because 
o f weakness) to say anything to her. But when he recovered he said: 
I am free from the one whom the Messenger o f Allah Ht is free from. 
Verily, the Messenger o f Allah 3t£ is free from the woman who wails 
loudly, shaves her hair and tears (her garment in grief).”7

6 Al-Bukhari 1294 and Muslim 103

7 Sahih Muslim 104
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6. Women following the funeral procession.

This is prohibited based upon the hadith o f Umm Attiya igjjl. She said:

“We were forbidden to follow funeral processions, but not strictly.”8

Women following funeral processions is a means which leads to evil 
matters, causes them to wail, and results in an absence o f patience 
and being pleased.

7. Mourning the deceased for more than three days except in 
the case of the wife—she is allowed to mourn her husband for 
four months and ten days.

This is impermissible and not allowed. Umm Hablbah ^  said, “1 
heard the Messenger o f Allah 0  say on the minbar.
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“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day to mourn for anyone who dies for more than three days except 
for a husband; she should mourn for him for four months and ten
(days).”9

The intended meaning o f “mourning” here is when she leaves off 
beautifying herself, using perfume, dye, and the like. These are from 
the matters prohibited for the woman. Thus she cannot mourn for 
anyone more than three days with the exception o f her husband. 
Allah the Exalted said:

8 Al-Bukhdri 1219; Sahih Muslim 938

9 Sunan an-Nasa'i 3503

2 1 6



M istakes Related to Funerals

And those o f you who die and leave wives behind 
them, they (the wives) shall wait for four months and 

ten days.

[Surah al-Bacjarah 2:234]

8. Death announcements in the newspaper and the like.

This is to publicly broadcast the death o f someone. This is prohibited. 
At-Tirmidhl said, “Some o f the scholars hate death announcements. 
And the death announcement in their view is to announce to the 
people that so and so died, so the people can witness his funeral. 
Some o f the scholars have said there is no problem with informing a 
person’s family and brothers.”

The prohibited o f death announcements has come in the narration 
o f Hudhayfah and Ibn Mas’ud and the meaning o f the prohibition 
in these narrations is to go around to the people and announce the 
death after the person has been buried, or to announce it to those 
who will not pray over the person. But as for announcing the death 
to those who will attend the funeral and prayer over him, there is 
nothing wrong with this. This is based upon the narration collected 
in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Abu Hurayrah <§£ said:

^  a-Ip <dJl ^ *0  cb

“The Messenger o f Allah 0  announced the death o f an-Najashi on 
the day he died, and he took them out to the place o f prayer and 
observed four takbir!no

10 Sahih Muslim 951
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His death was announced so the Companions could pray the funeral 
prayer for him because he died in a land o f disbelief. And Allah 
knows best.

9. Preventing the widow from looking at the moon and climbing 
on the roof, and extending the salam to the relatives without 
shaking hands.

These are some o f the widespread mistakes among the common 
people. It has been narrated that the widow is prohibited from five 
permissible things during the mourning period.

1) She is prohibited from leaving her home which she lived in 
when her husband died except for a need or necessity.

2) She is prohibited from beautifying her clothes. Thus she 
leaves off beautiful clothing and wears clothes other than that.

3) She is prohibited from perfuming her clothes and body 
except if  she does so during her menses. In this case she can do so as 
needed. And she does not use henna.

4) She is prohibited from wearing jewelry because this is beauti­
fication.

5) She does not use eyeliner or beautify herself with dye.

These are the five things the widow avoids during her mourning 
period after the death o f her husband. Thus all other matters are 
allowed for her. She can do the permissible acts as she pleases, while 
having fear o f Allah and being aware that He is always observing her.

10. Specifying the widow with wearing black clothing.

Wearing black clothes for the widow is not mandatory. The widow is 
prohibited from wearing clothes with adornments during the mourn -
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ing period such as bright colors or beautiful clothes. But other than 
this she can wear any color she pleases, black, blue, or green, as long 
as the garment is not beautiful such as to make her desirable. The 
purpose for all o f this is to exalt the right o f her husband and the 
right o f their previous marriage contract. The Prophet 0  said:
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“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the 
last day to mourn more than three days except when mourning her 
husband. She mourns him for four months and ten days. (During this 
period) she does not use eyeliner, she does not wear dyed garments 
except the garment made from dyed yard. She does not wear perfume 
except when she becomes pure, (she can use) a piece o f costus or 
onycha11.”12

And Allah knows best. And may the salutations o f Allah be upon our 
Prophet Muhammad and upon his family and his Companions.

11 Translator’s note: Onycha is a type o f plant used for perfume. It is call athfar in Arabic 
because it resembles a fingernail.

12 Collected in Al-Bukhdri and Muslim.
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