
Chapter on the names of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah Sallallahu ~ Alayhi 

Wasallam. 

Many titles according to their meanings were bestowed on Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam in his honour and praise. Ibnul 
'Arabi has mentioned a thousand names in his commentary on 
Tirmidhi. 'Allaamah Suyu!i has written a special book on the names of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~a1la1Jahu 'Alayhi Wasa1lam, in which he has 
mentioned about five hundred names. In the abaadith, at special 
occasions special names have been mentioned. All the names are not 
compiled in one badith. In a badith it is stated that 'Seven of my names 
are mentioned in the Qur-aan'. The repetition of the names 
Muhammad, Abmad, Yaaseen, Jaaha, Muzammil, Mudath-thir, and 
'Abdullah generally show great honour and respect. The author has 
generally mentioned only a few abaadith as examples in every chapter. 
In this chapter too, he has mentioned only two !}adith, wherein nine 
names of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam appear. 

(360) Hadith Number 1. 

Jubayr bin Mufim Ra9iya1lahu 'Anhu says: "Rasulullah ~allallahu 
'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'I have many names, I am Muhammad , I am 
Ahmad, I am Maabi (the one who erases-eradicates) through whom 
Allah has eradicated kufr. I am Haashir, whom Allah will raise first on 
the day of qiyaamah, the whole ummah will be judged before my feet 
on the day of qiyaamah. I am 'Aaqib (the one who comes last), and that 
'Aaqib, after whom there shall be no other nabi"'. 

Commentary 
The last three names are mentioned with their reasons. The reasons for 
the first two names are not mentioned in the narration . Apparently it 
seems the first two are names , and the others are attributes, or it may be 
that there are many reasons for these names, or the reasons for i_t may 
be clear. The 'ulama have written that Muhammad is a hyperbole of the 
word bamd, which means praised abundantly, or it may be the name of 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam because he had many 
virtues, or because he was praised occasionaly, or it is because Allah 
praised Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam many times, 
and in the same manner the malaa-ikah, previous ambiyaa and awliyaa 
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praised him, or Lt is by the way of tafaa-ul(optimism) that he be praised 
profusely, or because the past and present, all the people praise 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, and on the day of 
qiyaamah all will be . under his banner, which will be known as the 
Banner of Praise . The meaning of Ahmad is the one who praises more. 
The meaning of it may also be, the one who is more praised. In this case 
the word will have a similar meaning as-that of the previous word, but 
the first meaning is better known. According to this, it will mean that 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam praised Allah the 
most , which according to this world is apparent , and there is no doubt 
about this in the hereafter. On the day of qiyaamah, the Banner of 
Hamd will be in the hands of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam . The Maqaamul Ma!}mud (laudable station) is for Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. At the time of shafaa'ah (inter­
cession) Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam will praise 
Allah so much that no one before him had ever praised Allah as much. 
Sayyi.din a Rasulullah ~alla11ahu 'Alayhi Wasallam has said: 'At that 
time I will be inspired to praise Allah Ta' aala, which is not before me at 
this mom ent'. The 'ulama have written that Muhammad is a special 
name of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam , which was 
not kept before by the people . When the time for the birth of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam dawned, many people hoped 
that their children become worthy of the glad tidings, which were 
mentioned in the scriptures. They kept the name Muhammad thinking 
that this child would become a nabi. But "Allah alone knows best, the 
place where He will choose for His Risaalah". 

(361) Hadith Number 2. 

Hudhayfah Ragiyallahu 'Anhu reports: "I once met Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam on one of the roads of Madinah. He said, I 
am Muhammad, and I am Abmad, and I am the nabi of mer cy, the nabi 
of repentance, I am Muqaffaa, I am Haashir, and Nabiyyul Malaa!}im" . 

Commentary 

These names are specially mentioned, because they used · to foretell the 
coming of Sayyidina Rasulullah §allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam . in the 
previous kitaabs of the ambiyaa. The Ahlul-Kitaab recognised 
Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam by these names and 
attributes. The first name mentioned is Nabiyyur Rabmah, the transla­
tion of which is prophet of mercy. Allah Ta'aala has attributed and 
made his noble soul a source of mercy for the Muslims and non­
Muslims. It is stated in the Qur-aan Karim : "We sent thee not save as a 
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mercy for the peoples"-Suratul Ambiyaa, 107. Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam being a mercy to the Muslims is dear, as 
they will receive his intercession in the world and the hereafter, and on 
the non-believers in this manner, that they were not punished in this 
world as had been the case with previous ummahs, due to the grace and 
kindness of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. It had 
been promised in the . Qur-aan that the non-believers will not be 
punished whilst Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is 
amongst them. If the deen of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam remains, order and tranquility will continue to remain. When 
there will not be a single person left in th is world, who will say Allah, 
the world will fall into chaos and qiyaamah will take place. Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasal1am was sent as a prophet to the 

· entire world, he was not sent to a certain tribe or community, in this 
respect too, he is a mercy unto mankind. Those who wish may become 
part of this mercy. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam 
also came as a. teacher of love and kindness between the people and to 
teach brotherhood; considering this, he was a prophet of mercy. The 
doors of Allah's Mercy are open because of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
2allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. He conveyed the message of Allah's Mercy 
and glad tidings, according to this too he is a prophet of mercy. 

The second name of Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam is Nabiyyut Taubah, which means, he is the Prophet of 
repentance. (that the condition of forgiveness of the sins of his ummah 
was only that they repent sincerely, whereas, among the ummah of the 
previous ambiyaa, their sins were only forgiven if they killed them­
selves etc .) Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam com­
manded his ummah to repent frequently. He himself also repented 
frequently. Among these reasons, every reason indicates that Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam was a Nabi of Taubah. In the 
same manner he has the attribute of Muqaffaa, meaning the one that 
shall come last, after whom shall be no other nabi, or that he shall follow 
the previous ambiyaa. The 'ula1na have stated both meanings. The 
result of the second meaning is that he confirmed the teachings of the 
previous ambiyaa about taubeed and other religious fundamentals. All 
the ambiyaa were unanimous in the teaching of taubeed (oneness of 
Allah), religious fundamentals, and good character. They differed in 
some practical aspects . 

Another name is Haashir, which has been explained in the previous 
badith. Nabiyul Malaabim was also the title of Sayyidina Rasulullah 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam, that means, the Nabi of the Mulbimun. 
Malbamah is that war wherein fierce bclttle takes place. The reason for 
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this title is clear, as the number of wars that took place in the time of 
Nabi ~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and after him with his ummah, did 
not take place during the times of the previous ummahs . It will always 
remain so with this ummah. Sayyidina Rasulullah ~allallahu 'Alayhi 
Wasallam had prophesied that jihaad will always continue in my 
ummah till the d ay of qiyaamah. The last among the ummah will go to 
war against the dajjaal {The Imposter, antichrist). Some of the 'ulama 
are of the opinion that the meaning of this word is unity and healing, 
and the unity that was · experienced among the ummah of Mubammad 
~allallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam previously, and despite all the differences 
of this age, unity is stiU experienced. This type of unity is not found to 
have remained for such a long time . The meaning of mal!}amah is also 
a great calamity. According to this meaning also, this name of Sayyidina 
Rasulullah ~allallahu 'A1ayhi Wasallam is correct, because in this 
ummah, before qiyaamah , many great and difficult calamities will 
occur, the similarity of which has not yet been witnessed by the 
ummahs of any nabi. Taking only the fitnah (trials) of dajjaal, the 
calamity of which will be so great and difficult, it cannot be compre­
hended. The badith states, that from the time of Nu!} Alayhis Salaam, 
every nabi warned their respective umrnahs regarding the fitnah of 
dajjaal. In the same mann er the great mischief of Yajuj Majuj (Gog 
Magog) etc. will take place~ the signs of which are beginning to appear. 
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