>

|

n

Biographies of the Imams of Tafsir & Qur’anic
Sciences

(may Allah have mercy upon them)

in alphabetical order

Quick index
B C D E F G H
K L M N o P Q

I—

Ic
<
=
>
1<
IN

|0



Table of Contents

At h et e he et e e bt e te e bt e eh et e bt e eu et e bt e eate e bt e e ate e bt e eabeeabeeeabeebeesabeebeesate e beesaeeeabs 6
A-ALTST vttt ettt ettt et et et et et e st et ese s e s et e s e b ese s e b ese e et ese st ebe s e st e s esent et eseae et et eas et esene et eteneesesenes 6
‘ADAUIIEN TDN ABDDES ... ettt st st sb e st e e bt e st e e bt e sate e bt e sabeebeeeas 6
‘ADAUIEN TDN IMAS T ...ttt ettt sttt e s bt e st e e bt e sateesbeesuteesbeesareebeenas 6
AN o Lo [0 =1 o I oo T U o = T O OO PSPPSR PR 6
Y o Lo [N V2= o U UPPPPPPRN 7
FAN TV I g Y - | = = 1= o U USUURPRS 7
ADU BaKE @l-JAZAIT.ce ettt et et sttt e s e e b e s be e e sbee e s reeesneeenn 7
LY o TN B =11 o OO OO PPP O PTR PRI 8
1Y o 10| o = 1 o SRR SRRRR 8
FY ST o =1z SR 8
FAN U o 0T = 1Y = o D PRSPPI 8
Y o TV 16 - ST O U S OU S OURRTOPI 9
ADU IMUS @l-ASN AIT. .ttt ettt e s e e st e s bt e e s be e e sabeeesabeeesabeeesareeesaneeenn 9
LY o TH I U] < =117 IR OO OO PTUUTRUPPUPRRP 9
A U1 B T o I PSPPI 9
i\ aTaat=Te Ml o Yol s =121 o= DO 10
AVISNAN ottt b ettt a bbbt et b s e bt ete bt ese st ese st esens 10
AT ettt ettt ettt e b e a et e bt e et e e bt e e a bt e bt e ea b e e b e e ea bt e abeesht e e beeshee e beesaeeebeenaees 10
X o - [ 4 T-1 o PO P URPPPPP 11
L B N 4 o - [ o T T TSPV PURTOPOTOPI 11
ANAS TDN IMALIK .ttt e et e e e s nb e s ne e e s neeeenreas 11
X110 T OO TP 11
AN - L OO 12
ALFAWZE Tttt ettt e b et b e e s he e bt e s he e bt e he e st e e b e e st e e be e et e e bt e sabe e beesate e 12

2 OO SRR PRUPUOTRPRRTIN 12
N == =] o 1 1 PRSP 12
=T 1Yo = Y SRR 12
AU-BAZZIVY «tttieieitiiiee e ettt e sttt e et e e et e e s e e e et —e e e e e ——te e e e b —eee e e bbaae e e e baaaeeanbraeeeeanbreeeeennrees 13
L B T - T OO OO URTRPR 13
ALBUKNGIT ..ttt st e b e e s he e st e s bt e sate e s bt e sabe e bt e sab e e beesabe e bt e sabeebeesaneeane 13

5 2O RSP PRUPRUSROPRRIN 13
L D ] ] 1SR 14
L B D o T OOV UTUPRT 14
AL-DERNIAWT ...ttt ettt e et e e st e e bt e s ate e e b e e e bb e e e a b e e e bb e e e nbeesnbeesaneeeenreas 14



OO PP PR U PPPU PP PPPPPRPOPRt 15
o 1 £ TSRO 15
[ 100721 o TSRO 15
L\ o T T L = - 1T OO 15
(3 1] 4 =10 o FO OOV P PP UOTRTTR 15

............................................................................................................................................................ 16
1o oI A oTo (U] B 2 - 1 O TPV UPPO USRI 16
TN ABT HEEIM ©vteeeeeee ettt e et e e et e eeeseseeaeeeeeaeeseesaeeesasaseeessaseeeneeneeeeeenenees 16
o Ta I o TU 4= T4 o F=1 oYY o U PRSP 16
IDN AMIE @l-DIMASIGT c...veveteeteieeeteeeee ettt ettt ettt et eteseebe et seetesseseesensetesseseetesenessenseseeas 17
TON “ASRTL <.vtvtieietetesiete ettt ettt et a et st se s et e s s et e se s et ese s ebese s ebese s ebese s ebese s esesessebeseasebeseasne 17
1o T N (1A | o U 17
1o Ta N D] g 1V o P O TP PSP UPPOURTT TR 17
oY F= TSRS SRR 17
1o Ta I =T 09 0o = O PPV U PP URTR TR 18
IDN @I-JAWZT et ettt e bt e s a b e e b e e e s b b e e e hb e e e bteesenreeeneeesnreeeanes 18
IDN @1-JAZATT e e st e e a et e e e s b b e e ab e e s bbe e s areeeneeesnreeeanes 18
TDN JUZAYY ettt et e e s e e e e st e e e e e b e e e e s b tt e e e e e b raeeeeatraeeeeeabeeaeeeaarees 19
IDN K@ERTE <t st e s bt e st e e e s bt e e e bb e e sbeeesnreesneeesnreeeanes 19
IDN K@ERTE <t st e s bt e st e e e s bt e e e bb e e sbeeesnreesneeesnreeeanes 19
1o Ta I\ 1T o PP 19
IDN @I-IMIUDAIAK ettt et e bt e b e st e s ar e e s bt e e s nreeeanes 20
1o T oI ] F 1Y T o VU PRSP 20
1o T oI Y- 1 PRSP 20
1o o IRY: 1o [ PP VPP USTRT TR 20
BN @l-SA%Ih @l-KAIDi ... e 21
1o 0 I (1o T O T O POV P PP UOTT PR 21
1o Ta I I 1Y 0 411V ] PRSP 21
IDN WAHAN ottt et e et e e s bt e e s bb e e e beeesnb e e s bbeesbeeeeanbeesneeesnreeeanes 22
TDN ZAY ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e b tt e e e e n b tae e e e enaaaeeeeaabreaeeenarees 22
o [T T POV TSP UPTT TR 22
TRETMAR ettt et st e e sttt e s bt e e s abe e e s beeesnbeesabeeesnaeesbneesneeenanreenas 22
1SRG DN RENAWAYN....oeiiiiciiccc et te et e et e st e e be e sabeebaesabeetaesaneensaens 22
1 =T USRS 23

............................................................................................................................................................ 23



........................................................................................................................................................... 23
[ E ] TP U PO TSTROUOTRT TR 23
[T 1= [OOSR PP UPPRSUPRRRPTR 24
Y 1 PRSP 24

Y OO U PSPPSR TPPPPPPPRPRPRt 24
Y Lo Ta I Y T I LT o USSR 24
MALTK TN AN@S ettt e st e s eab e s be e e s bt e e e bb e e sbbeesnreesneeesnreeeanes 24
F N Y LYY o [PPSR 25
Muhammad RaShTA RiQa ..........oooiiieieiie ettt ettt ettt e et e et eeeateeeetreeeeaeeeeeaeeeennreeennes 25
YTV ] a1 Te Il o Yo T F- 1 o Y- SRS 25
IVIUGELL c..veevee et e e e s ee e e eeeeseneeeee s e s e s s e s s eseaseeseeeenaeeeneeeeneeeenenean 26
IVTUSTIM <ttt ettt et e st e sttt e s bt e e e b bt e sabe e e s nb e e sabeeesanbeesanbeesaneeesnseesaneeesnreesanes 26

.......................................................................................................................................................... 26
NV | 7 U PP P SPP 26
L\ ] o] LR 27
ALNGKRA'T 1ottt ettt e e bt e e s bt e e bt e s a bt e e ar e e e bt e e e ab e e e bbeeeanbeesnteesaneeeenreas 27
N N = Y= P PRSP 27

L T PP TTOTPPPPPPPP 27
(@ ] 111 PSRRI 27
AL-QESTMT ettt ettt ettt ettt e s bt e e b bt e e s ab e e e bbe e e aubee e sbeesnbe e e ab e e e ne e e e nb e e e bbeeeanbeeenbeesaneeeenreas 28
(O 171 -1 1 PSRRI 28
[0 T8 o1 o ¥ PSSR 28
AQUITUDT ..t e et e e e s e e e e e e aaa e e e e e s atbeeeeeetbbeeeeenssbeeeseansraeeseenraeeaeennnres 28

........................................................................................................................................................... 29
N . PRSP 29
RAWK ettt ettt e et ae e et ea e et e ee et eee e et e e e et eee e e e e te e et e e e e et et e e et et eaee et neee et enaeeeeeneneas 29
RUM Y S e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeee e et e ettt ettt e eeeese b e ss s s aeseeeeeeeaaeaaeaeeeeeseereeeenenannns 29

........................................................................................................................................................... 30
Y Yo I o] g T U o - 1Y PSSR 30
T 1AV e 10 LU 1« S 30
N Y o = 1 o PRSP 30
N ) o = 4 PSPPSR 30
AL=SIEEDT. ¢+ttt et ettt ettt et et eeeeee et e e e et et e e e e et ae e et et e et et e et et e aee et et e e et et eaeeet e eneeeean 31
N B o T 1Y T o PP PPR 31
=SNG ..ot eeeeeee et e et see s et et eseseteseeeeeaseeseseseeseeeseeaeseeeeeeses et easeeeeaeeeeeeeeaseeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeean 31



ST Te Lo ITe T = X 101 T L OO SRR 32

) 11U < o IO OO PRSP 32
Y 11U < o IO OO UPPOTRRP 32
7N U e [o 11 Y PRSP 32
NV a1 1 I o = L PSR 33
SUFYAN TN ‘UYAYNAN e e e e s e s et e e s e e e e s nrraee s 33
AL-STST ettt ettt et sh ettt s a bt bt e bt e e be e sh e e et e e be e e te e be e et e e beeeabe e bt e sabe e beesaneeane 33
AL-SUYTLT. ..ttt ettt s s b e e s bt e st e e sheesabe e s beesate e beesabe e beesabe e bt e sabeebeesaneeane 33
L PO OO O UPTUUTORUPRRURRUPRRRPPN 34
L\ =1 o= OO 34
I =3 SR 34
L B I I - [ TPV PURTOUPROP 35
LU OO OO R T PRRUPRUOROPRRIN 35
MU 1Yo BT T T U Lo - 1Y P UPPPPPPRS 35
8 Lo YA T T T (- 1 o PRSP 35
ettt b et b e h et bt e a bt e bt e e a bt e bt e eate e beeeaee e beeehee e beeehee e beeehee e beeeaee e bt e sate e beesateeane 35
Wahb ibn Munabbih.........oo e e e 35
L Y= o T SR 36
VKT ettt ettt et sa ettt h et bt e h e e bt e sh e e eate e e bt e eateebe e et e e beeeabe e beesabe e beesateeane 36
LT T 3 I T TPV PUTTOUPTOPI 36
Y ettt ettt et e e et e b e e eae e e bt e eu et e bt e ea et e beeehee e beeehte e beeeheeeabeeebeeeate e beeeabe e bt e eabeenbeesateeane 36
R 1o U]« PRSP 37
Z bt ettt h e et be e et e bt e eate e bt e ea et e heeehee e bt e ehteebeeeheeeEeeebe e e et e beeeabe e bt e sabeebeesateeane 37
Al-ZaMaKNSNAIT.....cii ettt s e e e s be e e s nb e e s nt e e s aneeeenreas 37
AL-ZArKASIT ...t ettt ettt e e e e e h e e s a bt e e h bt e e b et e e b e e e bt e e s enbeeenteesanteeenreas 37
Yo I oY o T I o= o 11 APPSR 37
ALLZURIT ettt st e b e e h et s bt e she e st e e s beesab e e bt e sab e e bt e sab e e bt e sabeebeesane e 38



A

Al-Alast
He was Mahmad ibn ‘Abdullah al-Alsi, also known as al-AlGsT al-Kabir. He was born in 1217
AH (1802) and died in 1270 AH (1854). He was a scholar from Iraq known for his mastery of

Arabic and his commentary of the Qur’'an, Riah al-Ma’ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an wal-Sab’ al-

Mathani also known as Tafsir al-AlisT.

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas

He was known as the interpreter of the Qur’an and ocean of knowledge. He was the son of
the uncle of the Prophet (2). His mother was Umm al-Fadl, and he was born around three
years before migration, it is said while the Muslims were living under the boycott in the
Shi’b of Abu Talib. He settled in Makkah and taught for many years becoming one of the

primary teachers amongst the Companions. He passed away in T &’if in the year 68 AH (678).

‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud

The famous Companion and scholar who was from the early Muslims. He was especially well
known for his knowledge of the Qur’an. He later settled in Kufah and taught there,
becoming the primary teacher amongst the Companions in that region. He died in 32 AH

(653).

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar



The famous Companion and son of the famous Caliph, ‘Umar. He was born before the
migration and became from the scholars of the Companions and one of the primary
teachers in Madinah. He was known for his prolific narration of hadith and strict observance

of the Sunnah. He died in 73 AH (692).

‘Abdur-Razzaq

He was the famous scholar of his time, ‘Abdur-Razzaq ibn Hammam al-San’ani. He was born
in 126 AH (744) in San’ad’. He studied under the likes of Awza’t and Sufyan al-Thawrt and was

teacher to the likes of Imam Ahmad and Yahya ibn Ma’in. He died in 211 AH (827).

Abd ‘Amr al-Basri

He was one of the seven famous imams of gira’ah. His names was Zabban ibn al-‘Al3’. He
was born around 68 AH (687). He studied under the likes of Hasan al-Basri and ‘lkrimah and
was the imam of Qur’an recitation in the time of students of the Companions who resided in

Basrah. He died in 154 AH (771).

Abu Bakr al-Jazairt

He was Abi Bakr Jabir ibn Misa al-Jazairl. He was born in 1342 AH (1923). Originally from
Algeria, he moved to Saudi Arabia and became one of the professors of the Islamic
University of Madinah. He taught in the Prophet’s mosque for over 50 years. His work on

tafsir is called Aysar al-Tafasir li Kalam al-‘Aliyy al-Kabir. He died in 2018 in Madinah.



Abl Dawud
He was the great scholar of hadith, Sulayman ibn al-Ash’ath al-Sijistani, better known as Abi
Dawid. He was born in 202 AH (817) and travelled the Muslim world in the pursuit of

knowledge. He is considered from the teachers of al-Tirmidhi and his collection of hadith is

one of the famous six. He died in 275 AH (888).

Abul-Harith

He was Al-Layth ibn Khalid, one of the two narrators of Al-Kisa’t’s Qur’an recitation. He died

in 240 AH (854).

Abi Hayyan

He was Muhammad ibn YUsuf al-Gharnati, better known as Abu Hayyan, from the scholars
of Andalucia. He was born in 654 AH (1256) and excelled in Arabic grammar. His tafsir, Al-
Bahr al-Muhit is printed in 8 volumes and is widely referred to for Arabic language and

grammar. Abl Hayyan died in 745 AH (1344).

Abu Hurayrah

The famous Companion and most prolific narrator of hadith, ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Sakhr,

better known by his kunyah Abl Hurayrah. He came to Madinah around the time of the



Battle of Khaybar. He was from the poor Companions but dedicated his life to studying and

memorising the narrations of the Prophet (£). He died in Madinah in the year 59 AH (679).

Abu Ja’far

He was one of the imams of the ten gira’at, Yazid ibn al-Qa’ga’. He was from the scholars of
Madinah and studied his Qur’an recitation from lbn ‘Abbas amongst others. He died in 130

AH (747).

Abu Mausa al-Ash’art

He was a famous Companion who died in 44 AH (665). He was known for his narration of
hadith and his beautiful recitation of the Qur’an. He was the governor of Basrah during the
time of ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, and then went on to become governor of Kufah during the time

of ‘Al where he would stay there until he passed away.

Abi ‘Ubayd

He was Al-Qasim ibn Sallam, from the great scholars of hadith and figh, tafsir and gira’at. He

was born in 157 AH (774). He has books in Qur’anic sciences. He died in 224 AH (838).

Abul-Su’ad

He was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mustafa, known as Abul-Su’tGd. He was born in 898

AH (1493). He was a scholar of the Hanafi madh-hab and a scholar of the Ottoman era. He

9



has a well-known tafsir called Irshad al-‘Aql al-Salim ila Mazaya al-Kitab al-Karimi, also

known as Tafsir Abul-Su’id. He died in Constantinople in 982 AH (1574).

Ahmad ibn Hanbal

The Imam of Ahlus-Sunnah, born in 164 AH (780) in Baghdad. He would become one of the
greatest scholars of his time and all time, his madh-hab is one of the famous four schools of
Islamic law, and his Musnad is one of the biggest compilations of hadith. He studied under
some of the great scholars of his era including Imam al-Shafi'i. He stood in the face of
falsehood and injustice and was imprisoned and tortured as a result. He died in 240 AH

(855).

‘A’ishah

The mother of the believers and wife of the Prophet (£). She was born before the migration
and died in 58 AH (678). She was considered to be from amongst the foremost scholars of

the Companions and one of the most prolific narrators of hadith.

‘Al

The famous Companion, fourth Caliph and son in law of the Prophet (¥). He was born
before Prophethood in Makkah and grew up to become one of the earliest Muslims and one
of the most senior Companions. He was known to be amongst the most knowledgeable

Companions and died in 40 AH (661).

10



‘Algamah

The famous scholar of tafsir, ‘Algamah ibn Qays. He was well known for his tafsir
commentary. It is said he was born during the lifetime of the Prophet (¥) and narrated from
a number of senior Companions, and is well known for his narrations from Ibn Mas’ud. He

died in 62 AH (681).

Al-A’mash

He was Sulayman ibn Mihran al-Asadi. He was born in 61 AH (680) and became from the
leading scholars of his time. He was a teacher to the likes of Shu’bah and Sufyan al-Thawri.

He died in 148 AH (765).

Anas ibn Malik

The famous and illustrious companion, the servant of the Prophet (2). He was born before
the migration and was from the Ansar of Madinah. He was from the last Companions to pass

away, and died in Basrah in 93 AH (712).

‘Asim

He was one of the seven the famous imams of gira’at, ‘Asim ibn Abi al-Nujid. His study of
Qur’an recitation returns to the Companions, ‘Ali, Ibn Mas’td and Zayd ibn Thabit. He died

in 129 AH (746).

11



lAtér

The famous scholar of tafsir and hadith, ‘Ata’ ibn AbG Muslim al-Khurasani. He was born in
the year 50 AH (670). His narrations and tafsir commentary are widely cited in the books of

tafsir. He died in 135 AH (757).

Al-Awza’t

The imam of the Levant (Al-Sham), ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Amr al-Awza’l. He was born in the
year 88 AH (707). He studied under the likes of ‘Ata’, Qatadah and al-Zuhri, and in turn was
a teacher to the like of al-Thawri and Ibn al-Mubarak. Imam Malik said about him, “Al-Awza’t

is an imam worthy of being followed.” He died 157 AH (774).

Al-Baghawi

He was Husayn ibn Mas’td al-Baghawi. He was from the scholars of hadith and Shafi’i figh.
His book in tafsir is well known as widely used, it is called, Ma’alim al-Tanzil but is more

famously referred to as Tafsir al-Baghawi. He died in the year 516 AH (1222).

Al-Baydawi

12



He was ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn Muaammad al-Baydawi. He was from the scholars of the
Shafi't madh-hab and has a famous tafsir called, Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta’wil better

known as Tafsir al-Baydawi. He died in 658 AH (1286).

Al-Bazziyy

He was Ahmad ibn Muhammad, one of the two narrators from the imam of gira’ah lbn

Kathir. He was born 170 AH (786) and died in 250 AH (864).

Al-Biga’T

His full name was lbrahim ibn ‘Umar al-Biga’i. He was born in 809 AH (1406) and died in 885
AH (1480). He lived in Damascus and was a scholar of hadith and tafsir. His book, Nazm al-
Durar fi Tanasub al-Ayat wal-Suwar is a book which focuses on the relationship and

relevance between chapters and verses of the Qur’an.

Al-Bukhari

The great scholar of hadith and compiler of the most authentic compilation, he was
Muhammad ibn Isma’ll al-Bukhari. Born in the year 194 AH (810). He became the leading
scholar of hadith of his time. Ibn Khuzaymah said, “There is no one beneath the heavens

more knowledgeable about hadith than al-Bukhari.” He died in 256 AH (870).

13



Al-Dahhak

He was Al-Dahhak ibn Muzahim, Abul Qasim. One of the famous scholars of tafsir from the
tabi’dn. Sufyan al-Thawr said, “Take tafsir from four: Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Sa’id ibn Jubayr and

al-Dahhak.” He died in 105 AH (723).

Al-Dan1

He was ‘Uthman ibn Sa’id, Abu ‘Amr al-Dani. He was born in 371 AH (981) and was from the

imams of gird ~ at and the Qur’anic sciences. He died in 444 AH (1053).

Al-Dehlawi

He was Shah Waliyy Allah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abdur —Rahim al-Dehlaw1. Born in 1110 AH (1699) in
Delhi, India. He was from the great scholars of hadith and Sunnah in India and he left behind
a legacy of students and works. He has a number of books on tafsir and Qur’anic sciences.

He passed away in 1176 AH (1726).

Al-Duari

He was Hafs ibn ‘Umar al-Dr1, one of the two main narrators of the recitation of ‘Abl ‘Amr
al-Basri. He became the imam of Qur’an recitation in Baghdad during his time and died in

=177

246 AH (860). Al-Dari is also one of the two narrators of Imam al-Kisa’t’s Qur’an recitation.

14



Hafs

He was one of the two narrators of ‘Asim’s recitation and his narrations is the most well-
known mode of Qur’an recitation in the world today. His name was Hafs ibn Sulayman. He

was born in 90 AH (709) and was the stepson of ‘Asim. He died in 180 AH (796).

Hamzah

He was Hamzah ibn Habib, one of the seven imams of gira’at. He was born in 80 AH (699)
and his recitation goes back to Ibn Mas’id amongst others. Imam Abd Hanifah said about

him, “He bested us in two things; the Qur’an and inheritance.” He died in 156 AH (773).

Al-Hasan al-Basri

From the leaders of the tabi’un and the greatest scholar of his generation, he was the imam
of Basrah. Born in 21 AH (642) in Madinah, he met a number of the Companions and heard
from them. He has extensive narrations of commentary on the Qur’an and is considered one

of the experts of the field. He died in 110 AH (728).

Hisham

He was Hisham ibn ‘“Ammar, one of the two narrators of Ibn ‘Amir’s recitation. He was born

in 153 AH (770) and was a well-known narrator of hadith. He died in 245 AH (859).

15



Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr

The great scholar of his era, a specialist in hadith and figh amongst other sciences, Yusuf ibn
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdul-Barr, Abl ‘Umar. He was born in 368 AH (978). He has a great number
of books and one of the greatest explanations of the AI-Muwatta’ of Imam Malik. He died in

463 AH (1071).

Ibn Abu Hatim

He was ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Abl Hatim. He was born in 240 AH (854) and
was from the great scholars of hadith and tafsir. His father was the famous hadith scholar
AbU Hatim al-Razi. His famous tafsir known as Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim focuses on tafsir

narrations. He died in 327 AH (938).

Ibn Abl Zamaniyn

He was Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah, better known as Ibn Abl Zamaniyn. Born in 324 AH (936),
he was from the leading scholars of Andalusia in his time. He has a work of tafsir entitled,
Tafsir al-Qur’dn al-‘Aziz, which is a summary of the tafsir of Yahya ibn Salam. He died in 399

AH (1008).

16



Ibn ‘Amir al-Dimashqi

He was one of the seven famous imams of gira’at, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amir al-Dimashqt. His

recitation goes back to Abu al-Darda’. He died in 118 AH (736).

Ibn ‘Ashir

He was Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashdr. Born in 1296 AH (1879) in Tunisia. He was from the
well-known scholars of Arabic language and tafsir of his time. His famous tafsir Al-Tahrir
wal-Tanwir is widely used and known for its focus on linguistic style and eloquence. He died

in Tunisia in 1393 AH (1973).

Ibn ‘Atiyyah

The famous scholar of tafsir and author of AI-Muharrar al-Wajiz fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz. His
name was ‘Abdul-Khaliq ibn Ghalib ibn ‘Atiyyah and considered to be a muhaqqiq in this

field. He was born in 481 AH (1088) in Andalusia. He died around 542 AH (1148).

Ibn Dhakwan

He was ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Bashir, better known as Ibn Dhakwan and was one of the
two narrators of Ibn ‘Amir’s recitation. He was born in 173 AH (789) and died in 242 AH

(856).

Ibn Hajar

17



The great imam and hafiz, Ahmad ibn ‘All ibn Hajr al-‘Asgalani. He was born in 773 AH
(1372) in Cairo. He became from the leading scholars of his time and the Chief Justice of
Egypt. He has works in hadith including his famous explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari called

Fath al-Bari, history and figh, as well as Qur’anic sciences. He died in 852 AH (1449).

lbn Jammaz

He was Sulayman ibn Muslim, one of the two narrators of Abu Ja’far’s Qur’an recitation. He

died in 170 AH (786).

Ibn al-Jawzi

Born in 508 AH (1178), ‘Abdur Rahman ibn ‘Ali, Abul Faraj ibn al-Jawzi was one of the great
scholars of his time and the author of many works. He was from Baghdad and authored a
famous work in tafsir called Zad al-Masir fi ‘llm al-Tafsir. He died in Baghdad in 663 AH

(1265)

Ibn al-Jazari

He was the famous scholar of gira’at and other sciences, Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-
‘Umri, more famously known as Ibn al-Jazari. He was born in Damascus in 751 AH (1350). His
most famous works are in the science of Qira’at including his poem on the 10 gira’at. He

died in 833 AH (1429).
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Ibn Juzayy

He was Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Juzayy, born in 693 AH (1294) in Granada. He was from
the leading scholars of his time, in particular in Qur’anic sciences. He has a tafsir book called

Al-Tashil li ‘Ulam al-Tanzil. He died in 741 AH (1340).

Ibn Kathir

He was ‘Abdullah ibn Kathir, the imam of gira’ah in Makkah and one of the famous seven
after whom a mode of recitation is named. He was born in 45 AH (665) and studied under

Mujahid. He died in 120 AH (738).

Ibn Kathir

He was Isma’ll ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir. He was born in 701 AH (1301) and died in 774 AH
(1372). He was a scholar of figh, hadith, history and tafsir. lbn Hajar said about him, “He was
a scholar of hadith and figh... His books spread across the lands during his lifetime and
continue to benefit after his death.” His tafsir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim is from the most

famous and popular works in this science, with an abridgement translated into English.

Ibn Majah

He was Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Majah, born in 209 AH (824) and one of the compilers of
the six famous books of hadith. He studied under the students of Malik and Al-Layth ibn

Sa’d. He died in 273 AH (887).
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Ibn al-Mubarak

He was ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, the great scholar of his time. He was born in 118 AH (736)
and spent his life travelling for knowledge. He was wealthy and generous with his wealth.
Imam Ahmad said, “No one sought knowledge more than Ibn al-Mubarak during his

lifetime.” He died in 181 AH (797).

Ibn al-Qayyim

He was the great scholar Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr ibn Ayytb, Shams al-Din ibn al-Qayyim
al-Jawziyyah. He was born in 691 AH (1292). He was from the major students of lbn
Taymiyyah and became a great scholar of his time. His works are still widely used and

referred to today. He died in Damascus in 751 AH (1350).

Ibn Rajab

He was ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn Rajab al-Hanbali. He was born in Baghdad in the year
736 AH (1335). He moved to Damascus at a young age and studied under the likes of Imam

al-Nawawi. He died in 795 AH (1393).

lbn Sa’di

He was ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Nasir al-Sa’di, born in Qasim, Saudi Arabia in 1307 AH (1890).

One of the famous scholars of Saudi Arabia and teacher of Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin. He has a
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summarised and easy to read one volume tafsir known as Tafsir al-Sa’di. He died in 1376 AH

(1956).

Ibn al-Sa’ib al-Kalbi

He was Muhammad ibn al-Sa’ib al-Kalb1 from the early scholars. He lived in Kufah and was
known for his tafsir, but is generally considered to be a weak narrator in hadith. He died in

146 AH (763).

Ibn Sirin

He was the great and illustrious scholar of his era, Muhammad ibn Sirin. His father was the
free slave of Anas ibn Malik and he himself became from his greatest students, leading his
janazah. He was born towards the end of the reign of ‘Umar and met a number of the

Companions. He died in 110 AH (729).

Ibn Taymiyyah

Shaykh al-Islam, the famous imam, Ahmad ibn ‘Abdul-Halim, Taqiyy ul-Din, Abul-‘Abbas ibn
Taymiyyah. He was born in 661 AH (1263) in Harran and then moved to Damascus, and died
in 728 AH (1328). He was known for his revival of the classical texts and following the way of
the early generations. He excelled in multiple sciences and authored many works. He was

imprisoned in 726 AH (1326) unjustly and would die in prison.
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Ibn Wardan

He was ‘Isa ibn Wardan, one of the two narrators of Abd Ja’far’s Qur’an recitation. He died

in 160 AH (776).

Ibn Zayd

He was ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Zayd ibn Aslam who died in the year 182 AH (798). He was from
the scholars of tafsir from the third generation. His narrations are often mentioned in the

books of tafsir such as by ‘Abdur Razzaq and al-Tabarl.

Idris

He was Idris ibn ‘Abdul Karim, one of the two narrators of Khalaf’'s Qur’an recitation. He died

in 292 AH (905).

‘Ikrimah

The famous scholar of tafsir and free slave of Ibn ‘Abbas. His full name was ’lkrimah ibn
‘Abdullah and he was born in the year 25 AH (645). He narrated from a number of
Companions and had hundreds of students. Al-Sha’br said, “There is no one remaining more

knowledgeable about the Qur’an than ‘lkrimah.” He died in 105 AH (723).

Ishag ibn Rahawayh
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He was from the great scholars of his generation. He was born in 161 AH (778) and was from
Khurasan. He taught the likes of Imam Ahmad, al-Bukhari and Muslim. Imam Ahmad said
about him, “No one crossed the bridge from Khurasan like him and he has no peer in Iraq.”

He died in 238 AH (853).

Ishaq

He was Ishaq ibn Ibrahim, one of the two narrators of Khalaf’s Qur’an recitation. He died in

286 AH (899).

Al-Jassas

Born in 305 AH (918), he was Ahmad ibn ‘Al al-Razi, AbG Bakr al-Jassas, from the great
scholars of the Hanafl madh-hab of his time. He resided in Baghdad and has a book

deducing figh rulings from the Qur’an called, Ahkam al-Qur’an. He died in 370 AH (981).

Khalaf

He was Khalaf ibn Hisham, one of the two narrators of Hamzah’s Qur’an recitation. He was

born in 150 AH (767) and also studied under Imam Malik. He died in 229 AH (843) in
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Baghdad. Khalaf is also an imam of Qur’an recitation in his own right, and is one of the three

imams who make up the ten gira’at.

Khallad

He was Khallad ibn Khalid, one of the two narrators of Hamzah’s Qur’an recitation. He died

in 220 AH (835).

Al-Kisa't

The famous scholar of Arabic grammar and one of the seven imams of the seven gira’at of
the Qur’an. His name was ‘Ali ibn Hamzah al-Kisa’l. He died in 189 AH (805). His recitation

goes back to the Companion Ibn Mas’td amongst others.

M

Makkr ibn Abi Talib

He was Makki ibn Abi Talib, from the scholars of Andalusia. He was born in 355 AH (966) and
died in 437 AH (1045). He was a leading scholar of Qur’anic sciences. He has a work in tafsir

called Al-Hidayah il Bulagh al-Nihdyah.

Malik ibn Anas
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One of the four famous imams, he was Malik ibn Anas ibn Malik, titled the Imam of Dar al-
Hijrah. He was born in 93 AH (712) and was from the foremost scholars of his time. He died

in Madinah in the year 179 AH (795).

Al-Mawardi

The famous scholar and author of tafsir, ‘All ibn M uhammad al-Mawardi. He was born in
364 AH (974) in Basrah. He was known as a scholar of figh and tafsir and became a judge.
His tafsir book is Al-Nukat wal-‘Uyun, also known as Tafsir al-Mawardi. He died in 450 AH

(1058).

Muhammad Rashid Rida

He was Muhammad Rashid ibn ‘Al Rida. He was born in 1282 AH (1865). He lived in Syria
and Egypt and was the editor of the magazine, Al-Manar. He wrote a tafsir book in 12

volumes. He died in 1354 AH (1935).

Mujahid ibn Jabar

From the students of the Companions. His kunyah was Abul-Hajjaj al-Makhzimi, the free
slave of Al-Sa’ib ibn al-S&’ib. He was born in 21 AH (642) and died around 104 AH (722). He
narrated from ‘Ali, Sa’d ibn Abli Waqqgas, Ibn Mas’ud, Ibn ‘Umar and lbn ‘Abbas. His
students include ‘Ata’, ‘lkrimah, Qatadah and many others. He is considered to be amongst

the most knowledgeable scholars of tafsir of his generation. He covered tafsir with lbn
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‘Abbas three times stopping at every verse and asking about it. Sufyan al-Thawri said, “If
Mujahid’s tafsir comes to you, it's enough.” Ibn Taymiyyah said, “This is why al-Shafi't and

al-Bukhari and others relied on his tafsir.”

Mugatil

He was Mugqatil ibn Sulayman, the famous commentator of the Qur’an from the early
generations of Muslims. He died in 150 AH (767). He is generally considered a weak narrator
of hadith but an expert in tafsir. Imam al-Dhahabr said, “...he was weak in hadith despite
being a vessel of knowledge and an ocean in tafsir.” His complete tafsir is from the from

earliest surviving.

Muslim

The compiler of the second most authentic compilation of hadith, he was Muslim ibn al-
Hajjaj ibn Muslim al-Naysaburi. He was born in 206 AH (821) and died in 261 AH (875). He

studied under the likes of Imam Ahmad and al-Bukhart.

Nafi’

He was Nafi’ ibn ‘Abdur Rahman, one of the seven imams of gira’at and lived in Madinah.

Imam Malik said, “Nafi’ is the imam of the people in recitation.” He died in 169 AH (785).
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Al-Nahhas

He was Ahmad ibn Muhammad, AbG Ja’far al-Nahhas. Originally from Egypt, he was a
scholar of Arabic language and grammar. He wrote books on Qur’an with a special emphasis

on the language and grammar. He died in 338 AH (950).

Al-Nakha't

He was Ibrahim ibn Yazid, born in 46 AH (666) and died in 96 AH (715). From the great
students of the Companions and known as the Jurist of Irag. Imam al-Sha’bi said upon his

death, “By Allah, he left behind no one like himself.”

Al-Nasa’t

He was one of the compilers of the famous six hadith books, Ahmad ibn Shu’ayb ibn ‘AlT al-
Nasa’l. He was born in 215 AH (830) and studied under the like of Ishaq ibn Rahawayh. He

died in in Palestine in 303 AH (915).

Qaliin
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He was ‘Isa ibn Mayna ibn Wardan, better known as Qalin, one of the two narrators of
Imam Nafi’s recitation. He was born in 120 AH (738) and studied with Nafi’ for 20 years. He

died in 220 AH (835) in Madinah.

Al-Qasim1

He was Jamal al-Din ibn Muhammad al-Qasimi. Born in 1283 AH (1866) in Damascus. From
the leading scholars of his time in Syria. His book in tafsir is called, Mahasin al-Ta’wil and is

also known as Tafsir al-Qasimi and is 17 volumes long. He died in 1332 AH (1914).

Qatadah

The famous scholar and commentator of Qur’an, Qatadah ibn Di’amah al-Basri. He was born
in 61 AH (680). He mastered a number of sciences and was known for his exemplary
memory. His tafsir commentary is widely used by all who came after him. He died in 118 AH

(736).

Qunbul

He was Muhammad ibn ‘Abdur Rahman, better known as Qunbul, one of the two narrators

of the recitation of Ibn Kathir. He was born in 195 AH (810) and died in 291 AH (904).

Al-Qurtubi
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He was the great scholar and well known mufassir, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abiu Bakr al-
Qurtubi. He came from Andalusia and would later settle in Egypt. His tafsir, Jami’ Ahkam al-
Qur’an wal-Mubayyin lima Tadammanahu min al-Sunnah wa Ay al-Qur’dn better known as
Tafsir al-Qurtubi is one of the most famous and widely used works of tafsir in the world

today.

Al-Razi

He was Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Hasan, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi. Born in Rayy in the year
544 AH (1150) and died in 606 AH (1210). Studied the religious sciences and as well as
secular sciences such as philosophy. His tafsir, Asrar al-Tanzil wa Anwar al-Ta’wil is known
for its eloquence and focus on language. His tafsir is often mixed with philosophy and

rhetoric which has led to errors.

Rawh

He was Rawh ibn ‘Abdul Mu’min, one of the two narrators of Ya'qub’s Qur’an recitation. He

died in 233 AH (847).

Ruways

He was Muhammad ibn al-Mutawakkil, one of the two narrators of Ya’'qlib’s Qur’an

recitation. He died in 238 AH (852).
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Sa’id ibn Jubayr

The great scholar of the tabi’in, born in 45 AH (665). He studied under the likes of lbn
‘Abbas and Ibn ‘Umar. He is often quoted in tafsir and is an authority amongst the tabi’tn in

this field. He was killed by Al-Hajjaj in 95 AH (714).

Sayyid Qutb

Born in 1906 in Egypt, Sayyid Qutb was an intellectual and thinker. He studied in Cairo and
worked as a journalist. He became a member and leader of the group Ikhwan al-Muslimun.
He was imprisoned after the assassination of the Egyptian president Jamal ‘Abdul Nasir. He
died in 1966 by execution. His book in tafsir is Fi Zilal al-Qur’an which is contains many of his

reflections more so than classical tafsir narrations.

Al-Sha’bit

The famous student of the Companions, his full name was ‘Amir ibn Sharahil al-Sha’bi and
he was born in 19 AH (640). He was from the great scholars of his time, and it is said he met

hundreds of Companions. He died in Kufah in 103 AH (721).

Al-Shafi't
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One of the four famous imams, Muhammad ibn Idris ibn al-‘Abbas al-Shafi’t. He was born in
150 AH (767) in Palestine and was raised in Makkah, and his lineage was from the tribe of
Quraysh. He studied under the great scholars of his time including Imam Malik, and taught
some of the great scholars of his time including Imam Ahmad. He settled towards the end of

his life in Egypt and died there in 204 AH (820).

Al-Shatibi

He was the great scholar of Qur'an and gira’at, Al-Qasim ibn Fayylrah al-Shatibl. He was
born in 538 AH (1144). He came from Andalusia and became famous for his poem on the
gira’at known as the Shatibiyyah which all who came after him relied upon in learning the 7

qira’at. He died in 590 AH (1194).

Al-Shawkan1

He was Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Shawkant, born in 1173 AH in Shawkan and grew up in San’a’
where he studied until he became the imam of Yemen. He died in the year 1250 AH. He
authored many works in different Islamic sciences. His tafsir, Fath al-Qadir combines
between narrations and deducing benefits and rulings. He often relies on previous tafsirs

such as Ibn ‘Atiyyah and al-Qurtubr.

Al-Shingitt
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He was Muhammad al-Amin ibn Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-Shingtti. He was born in 1325 AH
(1907) in Mauritania and was from the great scholars of the past century. He later moved to
Saudi Arabia and lived in Riyadh and then Madinah where he taught many of the great
scholars. His work on tafsir, Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an bil-Qur’an in 10 volumes

focuses on exegesis of the Qur’'an with the Qur’an. He died in Makkah in 1393 AH (1973).

Siddiq Hasan Khan

He was born in 1248 AH (1832) and studied under the scholars of India and Yemen. He has a

tafsir book called Fath al-Bayan. He died in 1357 AH (1938).

Shu’bah

Born in 82 AH (701), Shu’bah ibn al-Hajjaj was from the scholars of the third generation. He
resided in Basrah and was from the earliest scholars to write in hadith. Sufyan al-Thawri

said, “Shu’bah is the leader of the believers in hadith.” He died in 160 AH (777).

Shu’bah

He was one of the two narrators of the Qur’an recitation of ‘Asim. His name was Shu’bah ibn
‘Ayyash. Born in 95 AH (713), he was praised by the scholars for his proficiency in Qur'an

recitation and died in 193 AH (809).

Al-Suddiyy
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He was Isma’ll ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman known as Al-Suddiyy al-Kabir, lived in Kufah and it is said
met Anas ibn Malik and Ibn ‘Abbas. He is well known for his narrations in tafsir and his

commentary from the early generations. He died in 128 AH (745).

Sufyan al-Thawi

The great scholar of his generation, Sufyan ibn Sa’id al-Thawri. He was born in 97 AH (716)
and is known as the leader of the believers in hadith. He was born in Kufah but travelled to
many countries and died in Basrah. He has many narrations in tafsir and is an authority. He

died in 161 AH (778).

Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah

The great scholar of hadith, figh and tafsir. Born in Kufah in the year 107 AH (725) but latter
settled in Makkah. He was a teacher to the likes of Imam al-Shafi't and Imam Ahmad. He

made hajj 70 times and died in 198 AH (814).

Al-Sist

He was Salih ibn Ziyad al-Stsi. He was born in 173 AH (789) and was one of the two

narrators of ‘AbU ‘Amr al-Basr1’s recitation. He died in 261 AH (874).

Al-Suyati
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He was ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Abd Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suydti. He was born in 849 AH (1445).
He was a prolific scholar of hadith, history, tafsir and other sciences. He travelled across the
Muslim world but later settled in Cairo and dedicated himself to writing. He has a famous
book in the Science of Qur’an, Al-Itgan fr ‘Ulim al-Qur’an and co-wrote the famous Tafsir al-

Jalalayn.

Al-Tabari

His full name was Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Yazid al-Tabari, Abd Ja’far. Born in Baghdad in
224 AH (839) and died in 310 AH (923). One of the great scholars of his time in many
sciences including hadith. He is especially well known for his tafsir, but also authored books
in history and figh. His tafsir, Jami’ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an is considered to be the first
reference point in this science and in particular due to his focus on tafsir narrations from the
Companions and early scholars. Al-Nawawi said, “There is nothing like Ibn Jarir’s book in

tafsir.”

Tawus

He was Tawds ibn Kaysan, born in 33 AH (653). He was the shaykh and mufti of Yemen from

the tabi’in. He was famous for tafsir who passed away in Makkah during the hajj season in

106 AH (724).
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Al-Tha’labt

He was Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn lbrahim al-Tha’labi, from the scholars of hadith and
tafsir. He studied under scholars such as lbn Khuzaymah and authored a work in tafsir
called, Al-Kashf wal-Baydn ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an which is more famously known as Tafsir al-

Tha’labi. He died in 427 AH (1035).

‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr

‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr ibn Qatadah al-Laythi, born in the lifetime of the Prophet (¥). He
narrated from the likes of ‘Umar and All. He was from the scholars of his time in Makkah. He

died in 73 AH (692).

Ubayy ibn Ka’b

The famous and illustrious companion from the Ansar, who passed away in the year 30 AH
(651). He was from the most knowledgeable of the companions and particularly in Qur’an,

and from the scribes of revelation.

W

Wahb ibn Munabbih
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He was Wahb ibn Munabbih from the great scholars of Yemen. He was born in 34 AH (654)
and was from the tabi’iin. He was made the judge of Yemen by ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz. He

died around 114 AH (732).

Al-Wahidi

He was ‘Al ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Wahidi. He was born in Naysabidr and was known
for his knowledge of tafsir and Arabic language. He has a number of works in tafsir

including, Al-Basit. He died in 468 AH (1076).

Wakr’

He was WakT’ ibn al-Jarrah, Abl Sufyan, from the great scholars of Iraq in his time. He was
born in 129 AH (746) and studied under the likes of Imam al-Awza’1, and in turn taught the

likes of Imam al-Shafi't and Imam Ahmad. He died in 197 AH (812).

Warsh

His name was ‘Uthman ibn Sa’id, better known as Warsh. He was born in Egypt in the year
110 AH (728) and became one of the two narrators of Imam Nafi’s recitation. He died in

Egypt in 197 AH (812).
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Ya’'qub

He was one of the three imams who make up the ten gira’at. His names was Ya’qub ibn
Ishag. He studied under the likes of Shu’bah. He was born in 117 AH (735) and died in 205

AH (820).

Al-Zamakhshari

He was Abul Qasim Mahmud ibn ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari. He was born in the year 467 AH
(1075) and died in 538 AH (1144). His work in tafsir is called Al-Kashaf and is known for its
focus on language, grammar and eloquence. His creed was Mu’tazilt which manifests itself in

his tafsir.

Al-Zarkasht

He was Muhammad ibn Bahadlr al-Zarkashi. Born in 745 AH (1344) in Egypt. He has a
famous work in Qur’anic sciences called Al-Burhan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an. He died in Egypt in

794 AH (1392).

Zayd ibn Thabit

The famous and illustrious Companion from the Ansar, born before the migration in

Madinah. He was from the scribes of revelation and from the most proficient amongst the
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Companions in Qur’an recitation and memorisation. He was involved in the compilation of

the Qur’an both in the time of Abl Bakr and ‘Uthman. He died in 45 AH (665).

Al-Zuhri

He was the famous and leading scholar of his time, Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihab al-
Zuhri. Born in 85 AH (678). He was from the great scholars of Madinah who some credited

as the first to compile in hadith. He has many narrations in tafsir. He died in 124 AH (742).
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