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The Body of Senior Scholars issued its resolution No. 246 on 16/7/1441 H, stating the
following:
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All praise is due to Allah the Lord of all creation. May Salah and Salam be upon our
Prophet Muhammad and upon his Family and all of his Companions. To proceed:
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The Body of Senior Scholars examined in its 24th special session held in Riyadh on
Wednesday, 16/7/1441 H, what was presented to them regarding the concession to not
attend Salat-ul-Jumu‘ah or the congregational Salah due to the spread of the pandemic
or the fear of its spread. By thoroughly studying the texts of Islamic law, its purposes
and principles, as well as the speech of Scholars in this matter, the Body of Senior
Scholars states the following:
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Firstly, it is forbidden for the afflicted to attend Jumu‘ah and the congregational prayers
due to his st statement: “No sick camel should be placed with a healthy one.” [Agreed

upon] Also, due to his iz statement: "If you hear of the plague in a land do not enter it,
and if it falls into a land you are in, then do not go out of it.” [Agreed upon]
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Secondly, if the competent authorities make a decision concerning an individual, it is
obligatory for him to abide by that decision and leave attending the congregational
prayers and Jumu‘ah and pray the prayers in his home or the place of his isolation,
because of what is narrated by Ash-Sharid ibn Suwayd Ath-Thagaqt «= 4l =, who
said: “Among the delegation of Thaqif there was a leper. The Prophet it sent word to
him saying: ‘We have accepted your oath of allegiance; now go back.” [Reported by
Muslim]
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Thirdly, whoever is afraid that he will be harmed or harm others, then it is permissible
for him to not attend Jumu‘ah and the congregational prayers because he it said:
"There is no harm nor reciprocation of harm." [Narrated by Ibn Majah] And in all of what
was mentioned, if he does not attend Jumu'ah, he will pray Dhuhr as four rak‘ats
[instead].
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The Body of Senior Scholars urges that everyone abide by the instructions, directives
and regulations issued by the competent [trustworthy, truthful; not faasiq 49:6]
authorities, just as it advises everyone with the piety of Allah & and taking refuge in
Him - Glorified is He - by supplicating and imploring in front of Him to remove this
ordeal. Allah the Most High said: "If Allah touches you with harm, then none can
remove but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is none who can repel His
Favor, which He causes to reach whoever from His slaves He wills. And He is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.” He & also said: "Your Lord said, ‘Call on Me and | will answer

you.” May Salah and Salam be upon our Prophet Muhammad and upon his Family and
all of his Companions.



