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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE 

I N THE NAME of Allah, the All Kind, the Most Kind. All 

praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may 

peace and blessings be upon Mul).ammad, His chosen one, 

and upon his family and companions, one and all. 

The tradition in Muslim religious literature of gather

ing collections of forty l).aduh dates as far back as the first 

century after Hijrah. 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak al-Marwaz! 

(d. 181 AlI) is thought to be the first to have gathered forty 

l).aduh in a collection, and his lead was followed by later 

l).aduh scholars such as Mul).ammad ibn Aslam at-Tus! (d. 

242 AlI), al-l:Iasan ibn Sufyan al-Fasaw! (d. 303 AlI), and 

many others. Perhaps the most well-known collection is 

that ofImam an-NawawI (d. 676 AlI) which exists in English, 

and has several commentaries including Ibn Rajab's exhaus

tiveJami' al-'ulum wa 'l-l).ikam, published in translation by 

Turath Publishing in 2007. 
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Al-Arba''in 

The practice of gathering forth l].adIth springs from a 

l].adIth narrated through several Companions that puts the 

spiritual rank of religious scholarship within easy reach of 

the ordinary believer with the words: "Whoever safeguards 

forty narrations for my nation in matters of this religion, 

Allah will raise him up as a scholar and I shall be an inter

cessor and witness for him on the Day of Rising." The narra

tors of the various versions of this l].adIth include illustrious 

names such as 'All ibn AbI ralib, 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, 

Mu'adh ibn Jabal, Abu 'd-Darda', Ibn 'Vmar, Ibn 'Abbas, 

Anas ibn Malik, Abu Hurayrah, Abu Sa'Id al-KhudrI, may 

Allah be pleased with them all. 

In this series Turath Publishing hope to present collec

tions offorty l].adIth compiled by some of the greatest schol

ars of the Muslim tradition. 

In this book we present a brief overview of the virtues 

of the mothers of the believers, may Allah be pleased with 

them. We pray that though acquainting readers with the 

knowledge of our mothers this will instil in them an ever 

growing love for them. We are very grateful to the esteemed 

author, may Allah be pleased with him and reward him well. 

Finally, we would like to thank Aisha Bewley for her hard 

work in translating this valuable work and Abdassamad 

Clarke and Shaykh Vwais Nadwi for their meticulous edit

ing of the text. 
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Publisher's Preface 

In this book, the original Arabic text is presented along

side a translation and brief comment, with additional details 

of each lJadIth in footnotes. 

It is hoped that through acquainting readers with the say

ings of the Prophet ~, the translator, editor, and publisher 

and everyone who made this series possible is included in 

the above lJadIth: "Whoever safeguards forty lJadIth ... " 

YAHYABATHA 
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EDITOR'S FOREWORD 

I n the Name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Most 

Merciful. We are indebted to Mul:J.ammad Al;Imad 

'Abd al 'Aziz Zaydan on whose 1989 Maktabat at-Turath 

al-Islami edition of Kitiib al-Arba'fn.fi Maniiqib Ummahiit al

Mu'minfn we have based our translation, only adding to it ad

ditional biographical information about Ibn 'Asakir. Various 

other changes to the layout of the book and the style of the 

language have been made, in the hope that the reader finds 

the experience more beneficial. And Allah knows best. 

Where found in the original text, the isniids (chains of nar

ration) ofl:J.aduh have been retained in keeping with the usage 

of the scholars. The Qur'anic translations have been taken 

from The Noble Qur'iin: a new rendering of its meanings in English 

by Abdalhaqq and Aisha Bewley (Bookwork, Norwich, UK). 

Jalal ad-Din as-Su~ti. 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

H e is the shaykh, imam, scholar, model, mufil, and 

Shafi'I Shaykh, Fakhr ad-DIn Abu Man~ur 'Abd ar

Ral:unan ibn MuQ.ammad ibn al-I:Iasan ibn Hibatullah ibn 

'Abdullah ibn al-I:Iusayn ad-DimashqI ash-Shafi'I, known as 

Ibn 'Asakir. 

As for the name by which he is famous, Ibn 'Asakir, no 

one can give a reason for it. It was not used while he was 

alive, and we do not know of any of his ancestors called 

'Asakir. He simply became famous by that name. The first 

to establish the use of this name was Ibn al:JawzI in 597 AH.' 

Most of those who gave a biography of the I:Iafi~, including 

his son in his Sama'at, did not mention him with this title. 

HIS BIRTH AND UPBRINGING 

The Imam was born in 550 AH as he himself recorded. He 

1 i.e. during his lifetime. Ed. 
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came from a respected Damascene family which enjoyed 

leadership in the dfn and in this world. Abu Shamah said 

in Kitiib dhayl ar-rawr/atayn in describing the family of Ibn 

'Asakir: "This was a greatly respected house. The most es

teemed of them in our time in din and knowledge is Fakhr 

ad-DIn Ibn 'Asakir." 

The generation before him included his two uncles a~

$a'in Hibatullah (477-563) and al-I:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim, his 

cousin Mul;lammad ibn AbI'I-Qasim and his son al-'Imad 

ibn al-Qasim, al-Fakhr's brother Taj aI-Umana' Al;lmad, 

Zayn aI-Umana' I:Iasan, al-Fakhr's mother Asma' bint 

Mul;lammad ibn al-I:Iasan ibn Tahir, whose father was 

known as Abu'l-Barakat ibn ar-Ran. This latter is the one 

who renovated the al-Qadam Mosque in 517 AH where his 

grave is located, as well as the graves of other members 

of Shaykh al-Fakhr's family, such as the grave of the ora

tor Abu'I-I:Iasan Al;lmad ibn 'Abdullah ibn ar-Ran. For this 

reason Shaykh al-Fakhr used to visit the al-Qitdam Mosque 

often, because his grandfather's grave is there, and early 

members of his house and his brother Taj aI-Umana' are 

also buried there. The aforementioned Asma' was the sister 

of Aminah, the mother of Qa<;lI Mul;lyI ad-DIn Mul;lammad 

ibn 'All ibn az-ZakI and so he was his cousin. 
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The Author 

HIS CHILDREN 

Abu Shamah said in Dhayl ar-rawrjatayn: "His Shaykh Mas'ud 

married his daughter to him, and she bore him a son named 

after his grandfather Qutb ad-DIn Mas'ud. Would that he 

had survived his grandfather and father because he was de

voted to knowledge and its acquisition and was preeminent 

in it, but he died some time before his father." 

THE BEGINNING OF HIS QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE 

Abu Shamah said in Dhayl ar-rawrjatayn: "Shaykh Fakhr 

ad-DIn turned his attention to knowledge from his youth 

and studiedfiqh with his shaykh, Qutb ad-DIn Mas'ud an

NaysaburI until he was skilled in it and became unique in 

his knowledge of fatwii so that the fatwiis were sent to him 

from all areas. He was like a son to his shaykh and married 

his daughter." 

HIS QUALITIES 

Adh-DhahabI said in Sryar a'liim an-nubalii': 

'Vmar ibn al-l:Iajib said, "He is one of the preeminent imams, 

indeed a scholar of great worth and excellence, the Shaykh of 
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the Shafi'js. He was a trustworthy ascetic, often performing 

night prayers, quick to weep, and possessed of good character, 

great humility and little partisanship. He travelled on the path 

of the people of certainty. Most of his moments were spent in 

his room in the mosque disseminating knowledge. He was free 

of affectation. He was offered positions but refused them." 

Al-Qaw~j said, "He wept a lot and was quick to weep, pos

sessed great scrupulousness and humility, was very self-effacing 

and deferential, did a lot of night prayers, slept little, and was 

preeminent in the sciences of principles and derivative rulings. 

I leamedfiqh from him." 

Abu'l-Mu~affar said, "Fakhr ad-DIn was an ascetic worship

per, scrupulous, devoted to knowledge and worship. He pos

sessed good character, and had little desire for this world." 

HIS BOOKS 

Adh-Dhahab'i said, "He wrote a number of books.'" Ibn 

Shakir al-KibU said, "He wrote a number of books onfiqh 

and \:tadIth." 

HIS DEATH AND FUNERAL 

Adh-Dhahabi said, "The Shaykh aI-Islam Ibn 'Asakir died 

2 Among the most famous of his works is the multi-volume TarIkh Dimashq 
History of Damascus. Ed. 



The Author 

on the 10th Rajab 620 AlI, and few failed to attend his funer

al." Abu Shamah said, "Someone who attended him told me 

he prayed Zuhr and then began to ask about L1~r. Then he 

did wurf,i1' and said the shahiidah while seated and said, 'I am 

pleased with Allah as a Lord, Islam as a dfn and MuJ:tammad 

as a prophet. Allah taught me my argument, excused my of

fence and had mercy on my exile.' Then he said, 'And upon 

you be peace,' and so we knew that the angels were present, 

and then he died." 

AI-Fakhr ibn al-MalikI, his sister's son Taj ad-DIn, and 

his brother's son 'Abd al-Wahhab ibn Zayn aI-Umana' 

washed him. He had been ill with diarrhoea. His brother 

Zayn aI-Umana' led the prayer over him. 

Abu Shamah said, "The people gathered on the next day 

for his funeral and accompanied him from theJarukhiyyah 

Madrasah at the Bab al-Barid to the mosque. The number 

of people in the mosque was like the number there are on 

Jumu'ah. The bier was placed next to the qiblah wall, close 

to al-Lazuridah, and his brother Zayn aI-Umana' went for

ward to lead the prayer over him. Then they took the bier to 

al-Maydan al-Akh<;lar at ash-Sharaf al-QjbalL 

"The roads were filled with people. His grave is located 

among the graves of the Sufis, to the west of ash-Sharaf al

Qjbali: road opposite the beginning of al-Maydan al-Akh<;lar, 

a little before the grave of his shaykh Qutb ad-DIn Mas'ud 
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an-NaysaburI. A stone was placed on his grave with his 

name and the date of his death which those outside the grill

work could read. May Allah have mercy on him." 

As-Subki: said, "His death was a general affliction in 

Syria, indeed in the lands ofIslam." 

Abu Shamah said, "It was famous that in his illness he 

took possession of the place where he was to be buried from 

those who had its title, and the grave was dug for him while 

he was still alive." 

20 



PREFACE 

I n the Name of Allah, All-Merciful, Most-Merciful. 

Praise belongs to Allah Who makes easy those mat

ters that are difficult. He is the Initiator of the beginning 

of facilitated openings, which beginning gives good news of 

the purification of the Holy Land of the filth of unbelief and 

misguidance by the purity of the secret of its Master and 

the help of the Master of the earth and heavens, pure above 

mishap, decrease and harm, Who is entitled to perfect at

tributes and qualities, glorified in various languages, praised 

in all actions and states. I praise Him for the succession of 

His ample blessings and the help of His ample favours with 

a praise enduring over the passage of moments and times. 

I witness that there is no god but Allah alone without 

partner with a testimony free from doubt or uncertainty. I 

witness that MuJ:!ammad is His slave and Messenger~. He 

extracted him from the noblest of fathers and mothers, and 

21 
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sent him with profound miracles, signs, and clear proofs. 

He was the Seal of prophethood and all the Messages. He 

[Allah] singled out for him the best of women and wives and 

honoured him by making them unlawful for the believers 

after his death. He illuminated by the light of his Message 

the intense darkness and severe injustices, and by the sun of 

his words dispelled the clouds of disbelief and error. He re

inforced his dfn by his Companions and family who are like 

stars for his community. 

May Allah bless him and them with the best blessings, and 

bless his pure good wives who are innocent of what the people 

of the lie (ijk) said, and grant them much peace until the Day of 

Repayment when rotting bones will be brought to life. 

When I saw that a group of the esteemed imams and 

leading scholars, may Allah have mercy on them, had com

piled many Arba'un [forty] collections in excellent sciences 

with different themes, desiring the reward promised for that 

as the l:Iaduh attest and as has been reported in transmissions, 

and as my uncle informed us, Imam al-I:Iafi:(: Abu'l-Qasim 

'Ali: ibn al-I:Iasan ibn Hibatullah: Abu Bakr Mul:Iammad ibn 

'Abd al-Baqi: ibn Mul:Iammad al-An~ari: in Baghdad and Abu 

Mul:Iammad Tahir ibn Sahl ibn Bishr ibn al-Isfarayani: in 

Damascus informed us and both said: Abu Bakr Al:Imad 

ibn 'Ali: ibn Thabit aI-Khatib aI-Baghdadi: narrated to us: 

Mul:Iammad ibn JaTar ibn Ghaylan ash-ShUrilti: informed 

22 
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me: Sa'd ibn MuQ.ammad ibn IsQ.aq a~-$ayrafI narrated to 

us: MuQ.ammad ibn 'Uthman ibn AbI Shaybah narrated to 

us: MuQ.ammad ibn I:Iaf~ al-I:IaramI the Kufan narrated 

to us: DuQ.aym a~-$aydawi narrated to us: Abo. Bakr ibn 

'Ayyash narrated to us from 'A~im from Zirr from 'Abdullah 

ibn Mas'o.d that the Messsenger of Allah Ii; said: 

'1: i~;I:~ I; \1:, ~I '''~:'l!,~: "1'·<\ I; 1A;.'" ~ ~u u.; ~ ~.,~.J cp" v- , .:.r 

.2~li~.xi '" ; Yo 

Whoever safeguards forty J:tadnh for my community by 

which Allah benefits them, it will be said to him, 'Enter 

whichever gate of the Garden you wish.'" (Abu Nu'aym, 

lfi{yat al-awliya'). 

DuQ.aym is 'Abd ar-RaQ.man of BanI a~-$ayda which is a 

clan of BanI Asad, not from $ayda who are on the coast, 

[ and he was] Kufan. MuQ.ammad al-I:IaramI is ascribed to 

his father from BanI I:Iaram. Zirr is Ibn I:Iubaysh. 

The basic gist of this Q.aduh was related by various 

paths from 'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas, the Amlr al-Mu'minln 'All, 

Abo.'d-Darda', 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar, Mu'adh ibnJabal, Abo. 

Hurayrah and others ~. 

One of the variants is: 
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Any of my community who memorises one i:ladIth by which 

he establishes a sunnah and rejects an innovation will have 

the Garden. 

All these transmissions indicate the immensity of the reward 

for spreading the Sunnah and stopping innovation. 

My uncle, the Imam and f.lafi~ may Allah be merciful to 

him, informed us about that: Abu'l-Qasim Zahir ibn Tahir 

at Nishapur informed us: Ustadh Abu'l-Qasim al-Qushayrt 

informed us: al-f.lakim Abu 'Abdullah al-f.lafi~ informed 

us: Abu 'Ali al-f.lusayn ibn Mul;1ammad as-SaffanI in Marv 

narrated to us: Abu Raja' Mul;1ammad ibn f.lamdawayh in

formed us: al-'Ala' ibn Maslamah narrated to us: Isma'II ibn 

Yal;1ya at-TamImI narrated to us from Sufyan ath-ThawrI 

from Layth from Tawus from Ibn 'Abbas who said: The 

Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

.kil m ~.:... .... ; ,,, L:. .... ' .' I:b.n;..;. ' .• \ II ~ '. ' 
. ;,;.)"!..J ,;~,.J., cp" <.f.eS '-'" 

Anyone who conveys to my community one i:laduh by which 

a sunnah is established and an innovation refuted will have 

the Garden. (Abu Nu'aym, /filyat al-awliyii'). 

This is a definitive text about there being a reward for sim

ply conveying it rather than safeguarding it, and it is pos

sible that what is meant by safeguarding here is to make 

those l;1aduh exact, record them in books and persevering in 
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transmitting and conveying them so that they do not disap

pear over the passage of time because of his saying ~: 

Record knowledge by writing. 3 ,Y~~r-WII)J;i 

Even if the imams of this science [of l).adIth] discuss the 

isnads of these l).adIth [ critically], the bounty of Allah IS 

greater than that. The Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

a;·" ~l.::.:;;.r ~~I ... J;.t ;1"":; w ~"~ \~.u.il·' ~ ".' .)) . ,) -~ '~ -, ,-, '-:f"" <..S' , :r . CJ" 

.~.l5 ~ rJ 0!J ~~ tul ;tn ~IJ 
If something reaches someone from Allah, exalted is He, 

which contains a meritorious matter and he takes it with 

faith and in expectation and hoping for its reward, Allah 

will give him that, even if it is not like that.'" 

And Allah knows best. I wanted to be one of them and to 

enter among them out of my desire for an ample reward and 

excellent wage. When our master the king an-Na~ir-the 

one who put the world and the din to rights, the Sultan of 

Islam and the Muslims and reviver of the state of the Amir 

al-Mu'minin-conquered the city of Aleppo, may Allah 

protect it, and I had to emigrate to his noble residence out of 

3 AI-Hakim in al-Musladrak, ai-KhatIb ai-BaghdadI in Taqyid al-'ilm, Ibn 'Abd 

ai-Barr in Jami' bayan al-'ilm wa.fo<!lihi, ai-Bazzar in Majma' az-zawa'id, ad-Darimi 

in as-Sunan, and Ibn "Asakir. 

4 Ibn ai-JawzI in al-Maw¢U"iil. AI-KhatIb ai-BaghdadI related it in al-Tiirikh. 
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gratitude for his prior general beneficence and to congratu

late him on this great conquest, I thought that I should offer a 

gift as a service to him whose benefit would be universal and 

whose reward would abide. Since I had not heard that any 

scholar had written anything on the virtues of the Mothers 

of the Believers on its own nor had anyone expressed an 

interest in compiling something on that, I wanted some of 

their virtues to be mentioned in this just nation instead of 

the previous abuse directed at them. I decided to compile 

a summary of that, even though their virtues are famous. I 

entitled it: Kitiib al-arba'iinfi maniiqib ummahiit al-mu'minfn ~5. 

I have given it an Introduction in which I mention the 

special prerogatives of the Prophet Ji, in marriage: whom he 

was permitted, their number, those with whom he consum

mated marriage, those he divorced, those who died while 

he was married to them and those whom he was married 

to when he died. Then I discuss each of those individually 

about whom I have received a particular report about the 

order in which he Ji, married them, may Allah be pleased 

with them all, hoping in that for good forgiveness, a reward, 

and security from an evil punishment. I rely on Allah, seek 

His help and ask Him for the best knowledge, action and 

certainty. He is the close friend of the Godfearing. 

5 Book of Forty J::Iadlths on the Virtues of the Mothers of the Believers 



INTRODUCTION 

The Prophet's special prerogatives, including 

being allowed to have more than four wives up to nine 

T here are two positions about that: the first is that it 

was not lawful for him to have more than nine wives, 

as is the case with us [not being permitted more than] four 

wives, because he died while married to them, and it is not 

confirmed that he had more than that number even though 

he went very far in marrying. 

The second is that in respect of their number, they were 

to him like concubines are to us: the Prophet could have any 

number as an honour and increase for him because of the 

strength that Allah provided him. 

The two positions apply to the restriction of his divorc

ing to three of them. 

According to the sound position, he was permitted to 



Al-Arba'zn 

marry without guardian or witnesses because the purpose of 

the guardian is to ensure compatibility and there is no one 

more compatible than him ~. The same is true for marry

ing without witnesses because the purpose of witnesses is to 

provide evidence in case of dispute, and the Prophet is not 

disputed. It is said that it is a precondition in case the wife 

should dispute the marriage. 

It was also permitted for him to marry without paying 

the bride-price and with the bride using the wording "a gift" 

because of the words of Allah, .916, 

.. ~ ~ 2;iJ~! ~~ ~';IJ~ 
any believing woman who gives herself to the Prophet. (33:50) 

He was permitted to abandon dividing [time and property] 

between his wives. He used to divide between them volun

tarily and to honour commensurately their choosing Allah 

and His Messenger rather than the adornment of the life of 

this world. He had been obliged to give them a choice by the 

words of Allah .916, 

~'f~ I~:::~·' Gill ~'~iI0; ~ ~~:< ~1..!.l,..1':\I i; ~ :tll~~t;':I. 
<..r.' '"t-!~J. .r.- t <..J"""' , , J) , c..r '-!;:' 't-:: .r 

J.'-:J.:...;.. [,..1" : ~ ~ • + ~ ~:~~\ '( .,. .r' <..J""""'".r' J ~ 

o Prophet, tell your wives: "If you desire the life of this 

world and its finery, come and I will give you all you need 

and release you with kindness" (33:28). 
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He was obliged to release those who chose the life of this 

world to protect his position from anyone being harmed by 

him, and to keep those who chose him and chose Allah and 

the Next World, because of His words, 

~~Jjl ~ ~ J~ ~\~J ~ ~ ~L:,jI.!JJ ~~, 
After that no other women are lawful for you nor may you 

exchange them for other wives. (33:52). 

Ash-Shafi'I, may Allah be merciful to him, said, "This ayah 

was abrogated by the ayah which comes before it: 

~y. j;..f .:..;;i .)1 ~IJj\.!JJ d1;.\ ~!.:.fl ~~~, 
o Prophet! We have made lawful for you your wives to 

whom you have given dowries. (33:50) 

This is an extraordinary abrogation, and there was no abro

gation in the Qur'an like this except for His words, exalted 

is He, 

J1 ke ~IJS'i ~~ ~IJj\ ;)jjX"j ~ ;))~ ;;'~IJ' 
~J.;;.il 

Those of you who die leaving wives behind should make a 

bequest to their wives of maintenance for a year (2:240) 

which was abrogated by His words, 
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" ':j ~'l: ~t ~ . <--::<l,...I':j ~"1" :<::. ~.:<, ~ ·jk:\. 
J ~ .J ~;~.r.. . JJ JJ.J r-:: Y.r'.. do, J'T 

~i~ 
Those of you who die leaving wives behind they should wait 

by themselves for four months and ten nights. (2:234). 

Abu I:Ianlfah ~, said, "The ayah of the obligation of retain

ing them while forbidding him others was not abrogated." 

Ash-Shafi'I held also to the Q.adUh related from 'A'ishah ~: 

~d:' '<:<)\;3"1 :' ~L'~illl L.u.lIJ"'':-LALA ) <..r"[.J.r.. CS ~,.....J,. .......-,)-"J 

.~I)~j1.;J 
The Messenger of Allah Jill; did not die until he was allowed to 

marry those he wanted and to divorce those he wanted."6 

The meaning in that is that it would be a gracious gift from 

him to them by his retaining them in response to their choos

ing him, and if it had been obligatory on him there would 

have been no graciousness on his part. This is the reason 

that some say he was not obliged to divide equally between 

them. It was obligatory for someone with a wife whom he 

wanted to marry for her husband to divorce her, as in the 

story of Zayd. 

To honour him, people were forbidden to marry his widows 

because the Arabs considered that to be an insult and shame. 

6 An-Nasa'! in as-Sunan (6:56) with a similar wording. 



Introduction 

There are three Vlews about whether a woman the 

Prophet i3 divorced is forbidden to marry other men. 

One view is that she is forbidden just like a widow. 

The second is that she is not forbidden because he had 

no need of her and he himself ended the marriage which is 

not the case with death after which the rules of marriage 

continue in a certain sense. That is why it is agreed that it is 

permitted for a woman to look at her husband after death 

and to wash him and for the husband to wash her according 

to ash-Shafi'L Abu I:Ianlfah said that he does not wash her 

but she can wash him. 

The third, which is the soundest, is that if the marriage 

was consummated, she is not allowed to anyone else, but 

otherwise she is lawful. The proof of that is the transmis

sion about 'Ikrimah ibn AbIJahl, but some say al-Ash'ath 

ibn Qays, marrying a woman the Prophet ~ had divorced. 

'Umar ~ objected to that and wanted to invalidate the mar

riage. Someone told him, "He did not consummate it with 

her," and so he affirmed the marriage. 

THE NUMBER OF HIS WIVES 

They differ greatly about how many wives he had. What is 

correct, about which there is no disagreement, is that the 

Prophet ~ married eleven women with all of whom mar-
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riage was consummated. He married others but did not 

consummate the marriage. It is said that he consummated 

marriage with thirteen women and married fifteen women, 

and it is also said that it was eighteen about whose names 

they disagree. He had eleven at one time about one of whom 

they disagree. It is said that that she was Rayl:Ianah or Umm 

Shank. It is also said that Rayl:Ianah was a concubine and 

that he did not marry Umm SharIk nor consummate the 

marriage with her and that she was among those who of

fered themselves to him. Allah knows that best. They also 

differ about the order in which they were married to him. 

Those whom it is agreed that he consummated marriage 

with are: 

1. KHADIJAH BINT KHUWAYLID 

She was KhadIjah bint Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn 'Abd 

al-'Uzza al-Qurashiyyah (of Quraysh). Her mother was 

Fatimah bint Za'idah ibnJundub. 

There is no disagreement that she was the first woman 

the Prophet ~ married, fifteen years before he was sent as a 

prophet. She was forty and he was twenty-five. Before him 

she had been married to Aba Halah Hind ibn an-Nabbash 

ibn Zurarah ibn 'AdI, one of the Bana Usayd ibn 'Amr ibn 

TamIm, and also to 'Anq ibn 'Abid. 
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She was the mother of all his children, except for IbrahIm 

the son of Mariyah al-Qibtiyyah (the Copt). She bore him 

al-Qfisim, by whom he had his kunyah, and 'Abdullah, who 

was also called at-Tahir and at-Tayyib, who was given those 

names because he was born in Islam. It is also said that at

Tahir and at-Tayyib were names of his two sons, and some 

said that their names were 'Abd al-'Uzza and 'Abd Mana[. 

Of daughters KhadIjah also bore him Zaynab, Ruqayyah, 

Umm Kulthum and Fatimah, may Allah bless them all. 

She died in Makkah five years before the Hijrah to 

MadInah and before the prayers were established. Some 

said that it was three years before the Hijrah, in the same 

year when Abu Talib ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib died, but there 

is some disagreement about all of that. She was sixty-five 

when she died, while some say fifty-five. It was in Rama<;lan 

in the tenth year of prophethood. He did not have any other 

wives while she was alive, the blessings of Allah be upon all 

of them. Some say that her father gave her in marriage to 

him, while others say that it was her paternal uncle 'Amr. 

2. SAWDAH BINT ZAM'AH 

She was [Sawdah bint Zam'ah] ibn Qiys ibn 'Abd Shams ibn 

'Abd Wadd ibn Na~r ibn Malik. Her mother was ash-Shumus 

bint Qiys ibn Zayd ibn 'Amr of the Banu an-Najjar. 
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He married her after the Hijrah, but some say in Shawwal 

before emigrating to Madlnah after the death of Khadljah. 

She had been married to as-Sakran ibn 'Amr who became 

Muslim and died, leaving her a widow. Sawdah died in 54 in 

Madlnah during the caliphate of Mu'awiyah. 

It is said that he married 'A'ishah before Sawdah, but 

the truth is that he married her in Shawwal except that he 

did not consummate the marriage with 'A'ishah until two or 

three tears later, and so it is possible to interpret that those 

who say that Sawdah was before 'A'ishah meant ... between 

both reportsJ 

3. 'A'ISHAH BINT ABI BAKR 

She was the daughter of Abu Bakr a~-$iddlq [whose actual 

name was] 'Abdullah-but some that he was 'AtIq-ibn 

AbI Qul).afah ('Uthman ibn) 'Amir ibn 'Amr ibn Ka'b. Her 

mother was Umm Ruman bint 'Amir ibn 'Uwaymir. 

She emigrated with the Prophet ~ and he married her 

after the Hijrah, but some say that it was in Shawwal in the 

tenth year of prophethood about a year and a half before 

he emigrated to Madlnah. She was a virgin and she was the 

only virgin he married. Neither she nor any other free wife 

bore him any children except for Khadljah bint Khuwaylid. 

7 The original text has words missing. 
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He married her when she was six or seven, and she moved 

in with him when she was nine. She was 18 when he died. 

She died the night before Wednesday, 17th RamaQ.an in 

58 AH. Abu Hurayrah, the representative of Marwan ibn al

I:Iakam in Madinah, led the prayer over her. She was buried 

in al-Baqi:'. 

4. l;lAF~A BINT 'UMAR 

She was I:Iaf~ah bint 'Umar ibn al-Khanab ibn Nufayl 

ibn 'Abd al-'Uzza ibn Riyal;t. Her mother was Zaynab bint 

Ma~'un ibn I:Iabib ibn Wahb. 

She was born five years before the Prophet ~ was sent. 

She was married to Khunays ibn I:Iudhafah ibn Qiiys ibn 

'Adi who died while she was married to him. 

She married the Prophet ~ in Sha'ban, thirty months 

after the Hijrah, before Ul;tud in 3 AH but some say 2 AH. 

She died in Sha'ban 45 during the caliphate ofMu'awiyah 

when she was 60. Marwan prayed over her and she was bur

ied in al-Baql'. 

5. UMM SALAMAH 

She was Hind bint Abi Umayyah Suhayl ibn al-Mughirah 

ibn 'Abdullah. Her mother was 'Atikah bint 'Amir ibn 
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Rablah. She was MakhzumlB QurashL Before him she was 

married to Abu Salamah 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd al-Asad ibn 

Hilal and he died while married to her. 

The Prophet ~ married her in Shawwal 4 AH, and she 

died in Dhu'l-Qa'dah 59 AH at the age of 84. Abu Hurayrah 

prayed over her and she was buried in al-Baql. 

6. JUWAYRIYYAH 

She was Juwayriyyah bint al-J:Iarith ibn Abl .Qirar of 

Khuza'ah. 

She was married to Malik ibn ~afwan - but some say to 

Musafi' ibn ~afwan-who was killed in the fighting during 

the Muraysl expedition. 

The Prophet ~ married her having freed her after the 

Muraysl expedition. She was 20. 

She died when she was 65 in the month of Rabl' al-Aw

wal, 57 in the caliphate of Mu'awiyah. It is also said that 

it was in 60 AH. Marwan ibn al-J:Iakam, the governor of 

MadInah, prayed over her. 

7. ZAYNAB BINT JAI;ISH 

She was Zaynab bint Jai).sh ibn Ri'ab ibn Ya'mar ibn 

8 From the clan ofMakhzilm, a sub·unit of Quraysh 
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Sabrah ibn Murrah. Her mother was Umaymah bint 'Abd 

al-Munalib ibn Hashim. She was married to Zayd ibn 

J:Iarithah ibn Sharal).il. 

The Prophet $ married her in Dhu'l-Qa'dah 5 AH when 

she was 35. She died when she was 53 and was buried in al

Baqi'. 'Umar ibn al-Khanab ~ prayed over her, and she was 

the first of his wives to die [after him $]. 

8. ZAYNAB BINT KHUZAYMAH 

She was Zaynab bint Khuzaymah ibn al-J:Iarith ibn 

'Abdullah ibn 'AIm ibn 'Abd Mana[. 

She was Umm al-Masakin (mother of the poor), a name 

given to her during theJahiliyyah period. She was married 

to a~-Tufayl ibn al-J:Iarith ibn al-Muttalib ibn 'Abd Mana[. 

Mter he divorced her she married 'Ubaydah ibn al-J:Iarith 

who was martyred at Badr. 

The Prophet $ married her 31 months after the Hijrah. She 

was with him for eight months and then died at the end ofRabi' 

al-Akbir 39 months after the Hijrah. The Prophet $ prayed 

over her and she waS buried in al-Baqi'. She was about thirty 

when she died as Ibn Sa'd, the scribe of al-WaqidI, mentioned. 

9. UMM l;IABIBAH 

She was Ramlah bint Abi Sufyan ~akhr ibn J:Iarb ibn 
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Umayyah ibn 'Abd Shams. Her mother was $afiyyah bint 

Abi'l-'A~ ibn Umayyah. 

She was married to 'Ubaydullah ibn JaJ:tsh ibn Ri'ab 

who died in Abyssinia after he reneged on Islam. 

The Prophet lj. married her in 9 All. She is the one whose 

dower was paid to her by the Negus on behalf ofthe Prophet 

lj.. When she came to him in Mamnah she was about thirty. 

She died in 44 AH during the caliphate of her brother 

Mu'awiyah. 

10. ~AFIYYAH 

She was $afiyyah bint .E:Iuyayy ibn Akhtab, one of the de

scendants of the prophet Harlin ~\. Her mother was Barrah 

bint Samli'il, the sister of Rifa'ah. 

She was married to Salam ibn Mishkam al-Qura~I, and 

then after him to Kinanah ibn ar-Rabi' ibn Abi'I-.E:Iuqayq. 

The Prophet lj. took her as a captive at Khaybar while 

she was still a bride. He freed her and married her after 

his return from Khaybar. He allotted nights to her and to 

Juwayriyyah. She was seventeen when she was captured. 

She died in 52 AH during the caliphate of Mu'awiyah ibn 

Abi Sufyan ~ and was buried in al-Baqi' but some said that 

it was in 50 AH. 
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1l.MAYMUNAH 

It is said she was Barrah bint al-I:Iarith ibn I:Iazn ibn Bujayr 

ibn al-I:Iazm. Her mother was Hind bint 'Awf ibn Zuhayr. 

She was married to Mas'ud ibn 'Amr ibn 'Abd Na'il ath

ThaqafI in theJahiliyyah. After he divorced her she married 

Abu Ruhm ibn 'Abd al-'Uzza ibn AbI Qays ibn 'Abd Wadd. 

He left her a widow and the Prophet i3 married her. 

She was the last of his wives he married and the last to 

die. It is also said that she died before 'A'ishah ~ which is 

reported in a sound l;1adIth from 'A'ishah. She was the ma

ternal aunt of 'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas. The Messenger of Allah 

i3 married her in 7 AlI, the year of the Fulfilled 'Umrah. She 

died in 61 AlI during the caliphate ofYazld ibn Mu'awiyah

that is what Ibn Sa'd mentioned -at the age of 80 or 81 and 

she was buried at Sarif, in the dome where the Messenger of 

Allah i3 married her as he reported. It is also said that she 

died in Makkah and was taken there. 

She was one of those who gave herself to the Messenger 

of Allah i3. 

The Messenger of Allah ~ died while married to nine of 

those: Sawdah, 'A'ishah, I:Iaf~ah, Umm Salam,Juwayriyyah, 

Zaynab bint Jal;1sh, Umm I:Iablbah, ~afiyyah, and 

Maymunah. Transmitters agree that the Prophet i3 married 
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each of them and consummated the marriage. They agree 

that he died married to the nine aforementioned, although 

they disagree about the order in which he married them, 

but this is a disagreement of no consequence. He had all of 

the aforementioned at the same time except for KhadIjah. 

She died when he had not married any other woman. One 

added that he had eleven wives, and one of them said, [the 

other two being] Umm SharIk bintJabir and Rayl:tanah bint 

Zayd ibn 'Arnr. It is said that Rayl:tanah didn't cease to be a 

concubine, and that is the truth. 



THE VIRTUES OF THE 

MOTHER OF THE BELIEVERS 

(UmmahiU al-Mu'minzn) 





KHADIJAH UMM HIND 

She received this kunyah because of a child of hers. 
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.;;1 ~ j~f ~l :~ ; ;Jji ~ jt;...:.lJ. ! ~~ :; ~~J :J.J , , , 

,.' \J'.-:' ~ .!.ll~' ...:JI ,: \;;; ';1' :' -11 j'!' 'H;i .!lJ -J' ~ ~ 0, ,J ,0 ~ ,.0 J-?:.r ~ .JA1. J 

:J\i ~t;...:.I·'J!;.:.:' ~1.)8..~\" "'il'~8i,,':~1~.h '"' ~0' :.rr ,~ ;..s-- '-?' J Jr 
" , 

~L:'..:t. ill 1 i'_ 4.1"" ill\" ~'T:' J'f ~~ 2lS' r-J ,0 <.or- //J-'JJ, ; d' d' J .0, J 

.~;~~j~.J 

rL .J ~ ill 1 ~ ~I Jr.) ~1 f-;i.!J1 ~ J.~ ~! ~ :Jli 
lA ' " ~ , "~:U' 1 JI 0' \J'. 0' ~"'~ ~ , ~ ': 1 ' , 

~ :.r.s- u ~ '-?~ y ~ <-! ~ ~ ,0 ~ -? :.r.: 
".- 0;:;;",., .. ..,. J. t:....,......-

o'1::i;...:;.' . '~:<' t '- '. '~II' .'t:: ..l!.;..~' t:' 0'0· oJ:' t!J . J..,r--- J <.or- r-' i ~ J <f-.r.; .P. J' 

H'~~'::ill: 1 ',~" : '<:Uilll' t 'lA"[;."'~~ ...... .P ~ -e;. <..S' ...;> ~+"" ~...\>. , ~ ~ ••• J <.....4.1 

" ~IS' ,! !,' :- " (' ""f' .'~:<-'-;.5"! 1:' H,~,,;:, Y' u r-' ,~+"" J Y' '7' ~ t!J J:,r---J cJ r-' '<f-.r.; I.....:> y ~ 

.I~ oJri~i;.;~' J""'},o 0 .0, J 

.b\'~I~(~pl~) :Jli.Jjt;...:.!S;I~j~l~ 

[1st isnad] My teacher, the Imam, the pivot of the azn, proof 

of Islam, Imam al-I:Iaramayn Abu'l-Ma'all Mas'ud ibn 

Mul],ammad ibn Mas'ud an-Naysaburi:, may Allah be mer

ciful to him, informed us in Jumada'l-Ola 577: the jaqfh, 
Shaykh Abu Mul],ammad 'Abd al:Jabbar ibn Mul],ammad 

ibn Al],mad al-Bayhaqi: narrated to us: Abu Bakr Al],mad 
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ibn al-I:Iusayn ibn 'All ibn Musa al-Bayhaqi the I:Iafi~ in

formed us ... 

[ 2nd isnad] And my uncle, the trustworthy scholar, the 

I:Iafi~ the support of the din, foremost of the guardians of 

l.J.aduh, the l.J.aduh scholar of Syria, Abu'l-Qasim 'All ibn al

I:Iasan ibn Hibatullah ash-Shafi'I, may Allah purify his spirit, 

informed us: thefaqih, Imam Abu 'Abdullah Mul.J.ammad 

ibn al-Fa<;ll al-Farawl a~-~a'idl an-Naysaburl narrated to 

us: Abu Bakr al-Bayhaqi narrated to us: Abu 'Abdullah al

I:Iafi~ narrated to us: Abu'l-'Abbas Mul.J.ammad ibn Ya'qub 

narated to us: Al.J.mad ibn 'Abd al:Jabbar narrated to us: 

Yunus ibn Bukayr narrated to us from Ibn Isl.J.aq: Ibn Abi'l

Ash'ath al-KindI, one of the people of Kufa narrated to me: 

Isma'il ibn Iyas ibn 'Mlf narrated to me from his father that 

his grandfather 'Aflf said ... 

IbrahIm ibn Sa'd corroborated it from Mul.J.ammad ibn 

Isl.J.aq and said about the l.J.aduh - "A man emerged from a 

tent close to ours and looked at the sky. When he saw that 

it had declined, meaning the sun, he stood and prayed." 

Then he mentioned that Khadljah came and stood behind 

him" - It is confirmed that she was the first to believe in 

the Prophet ~. It is said that she was the first woman to 

believe, Abu Bakr was the first man, and 'All was the first 

child, which combines all transmissions. 
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"It is related from Mu}:lammad ibn Is}:laq in a mursal re

port that she was the first to believe." 

There is no doubt that such a statement can only be 

based on a transmission which had reached him. That is 

part of what my aforementioned uncle reported, as my 

teacher named above also did, with the previous isniid from 

Mu}:lammad ibn Is}:laq. He ['Aflf] said: 

"Khad~ah was the first to believe in Allah and His 

Messenger ~ and to affirm what he brought. I was a mer

chant and I came [to Makkah] during the days of hajj. Al

'Abbas ibn 'Abd al-MuHalib was also a merchant and so I 

went to buy and sell with him. While we were there, a man 

came out of a tent to pray and faced the Ka'bah. Then a 

woman came out and stood to pray and a boy also came 

out and stood to pray with him. I asked 'Abbas, 'What is 

this religion? This is a religion which we do not know.' He 

answered, 'This is Mu}:lammad ibn 'Abdullah. He claims 

that Allah [blessed and exalted is He] has sent him and 

that the treasures of Chosroes and Caesar will be opened 

to him. This is his wife Khadljah bint Khuwaylid who be

lieves in him. This boy is his cousin 'All ibn AbI Talib who 

also believes in him.'" 

'Mlf said, "Would that I had believed in him on that day 

and I had been a second!" 
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This is a sound q.adnh from Isma'II ibn Iyas ibn 'AfIf 

from his father Iyas from his grandfather 'AfIf al-KindI. He 

became a Muslim after that and was a good Muslim. 

"A second" means the second man. 

He ['AfIf] said, 'jibrII WI came to the Prophet l3 when 

the prayers were imposed on him and dug with his heel in 

a corner of the valley and a spring of rain-water sprang 

for him and JibrII and Muq.ammad did wurjii' and then 

prayed two rak'ats with four prostrations. Then the Prophet 

• returned gladdened and cheerful. What he loved had 

come to him from Allah, and he took Khadljah's hand and 

brought her to the spring and she did wurjii' as Jibnl had 

done wurjii'. Then he and Khadljah prayed two rak'ats with 

four prostrations, and then he and Khadljah both used to 

pray secretly." 

That is how Ibn Isq.aq mentioned it and he said, "When 

the prayer was made obligatory." 

There is no doubt that the prayer was made obligatory in 

the beginning before he emigrated to Madlnah and then 

it was increased. But otherwise Khadljah died five years 

before the prayer was made obligatory, i.e. the five prayers 

in the NightJourney, in order to combine both q.adnhs and 

Allah knows best. 
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I read to my uncle, the scholar Abu'I-I:Iusayn Hibatullah 

al-I:Iasan ash-Shafi'j ~ in 563 and my uncle the I:Iafi~ also 

informed us, and both said: Ahu'l-Q;isim 'All ibn Ahi'l

I:Iusayn ibn Abi'I-I:Iasan al-I:Iusaynj narrated to us in the 

year 507 AH saying: I read tog my father and said to him: 

9 The form of narrating a l;adnh by reading the narrator's written copy out 

to him. 
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Abu 'Abdullah al-J:Iusayn ibn 'Abdullah ibn Mul;1ammad 

ibn Abi'l-Kamil al-AtrabulisI informed you with an ijiizah: 

Khuthaymah ibn Sulayman ibn J:Iaydarah al-QurashI 

narrated to us: Isl;1aq ad-DabarI narrated to us from 'Abd 

ar-Razzaq from Ma'mar and IbnJurayj from Hisham ibn 

'Urwah from his father from 'Abdullah ibn JaTar that 'All 

ibn AbI Talib ,fl, said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 

~say: 

'The best of its women is Maryam [bint 'Imran], and 

the best of its women is Khadljah bint Khuwaylid, peace 

be upon both of them.'" 

This l;1adlth is ~aiJlb from Abu Ja'far 'Abdullah ibn AbI 

'Abdullah Ja'far at-Tayyar from his uncle, the Amlr al

Mu'minln, Abu'I-J:Iasan 'All ibn AbI Talib~. 

And it is ~ablb from the transmission of Abu'l-Mundhir 

Hisham ibn 'Urwah Abu 'Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr ibn al

'Awwam. 

The imams agree that this l;1adIth is ~abfb, for al-BukharI 

related it from Mul;1ammad and ~adaqah from 'Abdah. 

Muslim related it from Isl;1aq ibn IbrahIm from 'Abdah 

ibn Sulayman al-KilabI from Hisham ibn 'Urwah. Razln 

transmitted it in Majmit ~-$iM-b. 

His words, "The best of its women" means the women 

of the heavens and the earth. 
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l!adfth 3 
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My teacher, Imam, pivot of the din, proof of Islam Abu'l

Ma'alI Mas'ud ibn Mulfammad ibn Mas'ud informed 

us: Shaykh Abu Mulfammad 'Abd al-Jabbar al-BayhaqI 

informed us: Abu Bakr al-I:Iafi~ al-BayhaqI informed us: 

Abu 'Abdullah al-I:Iafi~ and Abu Sa'Id ibn 'Amr informed 

us, both saying: Abu'l-'Abbas Mulfammad ibn Ya'qub 
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narrated to us: AJ:tmad ibn 'Abd alJabbar narrated to us: 

YC\llUS ibn Bukayr narrated to us from Hisham ibn 'Vrwah 

from his father that 'A'ishah ~ said: 

"I was not jealous about any of the wives of the Messenger 

of Allah ~ as I was about Khadljah because of how I used 

to hear him speak about her although he married me three 

years after she died. His Lord commanded him to give her 

the good news of a house of hollowed pearl in the Garden 

in which there is no fatigue or clamour." 

This is a sound 1;taduh from Abu'l-Mundhir Hisham 

ibn 'Vrwah-but some say Abu 'Vbaydullah Hisham ibn 

AbI 'Abdullah 'Vrwah ibn az-Zubayr ibn al-'Awwam al

QurashI, one of the scholars among the Tiibi'un and one of 

the reliable 1;taduh scholars. He saw 'Abdullah ibn 'Vmar 

andJabir ibn 'Abdullah. 

Al-BukharI added in his $a~l~: "He used to slaugh

ter a sheep and give some of it to the women friends of 

KhadIjah." 

Muslim also related it in his $a~i~ by paths from Hisham. 

There are a number of useful points to note in this 1;tadlth. 

She reports that KhadIjah is forgiven and that she is one 

of the people of the Garden. It indicates that a slave may 

know of his place in the Garden when a prophet attests 

to it, just as he informed that Abu Bakr was a ~iddiq, and 
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that 'Umar, 'Uthman and 'All were martyrs. He also stated 

that they and other Companions would enter the Garden. 

It is not permitted for anyone other than the Prophet ~ 

to state that someone will go to the Garden or the Fire, 

whether he obeys or disobeys Allah. When the Prophet ~ 

promises that a certain action will enable someone to enter 

the Garden and be forgiven, and someone does that action, 

we do not state absolutely that he will have what is prom

ised because we do not know whether his action has been 

accepted. We seek refuge with Allah from deprival. And 

Allah knows best. 

Jfadzth 4 
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With the [same] isniid [as the previous Ifadnh] al-BayhaqI 

said: I:Iafi? Abu 'Abdullah informed us: Abu 'Abdullah 

Mulfammad ibn Ya'qub narrated to us: my father narrated 

to me: Qutaybah ibn Sa'Id narrated to me: Mulfammad 

ibn Fu<)ayl narrated to us from 'Umarah from Abu Zur'ah 

who said: I heard Abu Hurayrah ~, say: 

'Jibrtl came to the Prophet ~ and said, 'Messenger of 

Allah, this is Khadljah coming to you with a vessel of sea

soning-or food or drink. When she comes to you, give her 

the greeting of peace from her Lord and from me and give 

her the good news of a house in the Garden of hollowed 

pearl in which there will be neither clamour nor fatigue.'HO 

This is a ~a~f~ lfadIth from Abu Hurayrah which is agreed 

to be ~a~f~. They differ about his [Abu Hurayrah's] name 

and the name of his father. It is said that it was 'Abd ar

Ralfman ibn ~akhr which is the soundest view. It is said that 

it was Ibn Ghanam and it is said that it was 'Abd Shams. It 

is said that it was 'Amir ibn 'Abd Shams ad-DawsI. He had 

the greatest memory of the Companions of the Messenger 

of Allah $. He was one of the people of the ~uffah. The 

Prophet $ prayed for him to be given a good memory and 

he said, "0 Allah, make him and his mother loved by Your 

10 Related by al-Bukhan, Muslim and al-Bayhaql in Da!ii'if an-nubuwwah. 
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believing slaves." Many people related from him, such as 

Abu Salamah az-ZuhrI and Abu Zur'ah. 

Al-BukharI transmitted it in as-$a&f& from Qutaybah 

ibn Sa'Id as we mentioned, and Muslim related it from Ibn 

AbI Shaybah from Mul).ammad ibn Fu<;layl. 

"Qg~ab" in this l).aduh is hollowed out pearl as vast as a 

lofty castle (palace?). According to linguists, a hollow bone 

with marrow in it is called "qa~abah". SharIk ibn 'Abdullah 

said in his explanation of this l).aduh that it is made of gold. 

It is possible that he meant that it is a hollow structure of 

gold like a castle. 

The word "clamour (~akhab)", which has also been spelt 

with the letter sfn, describes raised voices mingled together. 

It is said that there will be nothing in it which could annoy 

its inhabitant. "Fatigue" is tiredness, i.e. no tiredness will 

reach him in it. 

This is only said by transmission from the Prophet &1. 

because it is a report fromJibrII and that is only known by 

way of the Prophet &1.. This is like the l).aduh of'A'ishah ~ 

about the beginning of the Revelation. 

/fadfth 5 
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My uncle, Imam al-J:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim, may Allah be mer

ciful to him, informed us: ash-SharIf Abu'l-Qasim 'All ibn 

IbrahIm al-J:IusaynI narrated to us. He said: I read to my 

father saying to him: Abu 'Abdullah al-J:Iusayn informed 

you with an ijiizah: Khuthaymah ibn Sulayman al-QurashI 

informed us: Al.J.mad ibn Sulayman a~-~urt narrated to 

us: Sulayman ibn Salamah al-KhabayarI narrated to us: 

Ya'qub ibn aljahm ibn Suwar narrated to us from 'Amr ibn 

Jarlr from 'Abd al-'Azlz ibn ~uhayb from Anas ibn Malik 

who said: The Messenger of Allah @. said: 

':JibrIl informed me from Allah, blessed and exalted is 

He: 'Allah says, "Marriage is not complete except with a 

guardian and two witnesses, and I am the best guardian of 

Khadljah."'" 
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This is a very gharfb ll l;1aduh from Abu I:Iamzah Anas ibn 

Malik ibn an-Na<;lr ibn :t;:lam<;lam al-KhazrajI al-An~arI from 

Banu an-Najjar, the servant of the Messenger of Allah 13. 

His mother Umm Sulaym gave him to the Prophet when 

he came to Madlnah and he served him for ten years until 

he died 13. The Prophet prayed for Anas to have a lot of 

children and wealth. It is said he had about 120 children 

and grandchildren, but it is said that he buried 120 of his 

children and grandchildren apart from those who survived. 

His trees bore fruit twice a year and lived to about 160 

years. There is disagreement about all of that. He was the 

last of the Companions to die in Basra, and after him there 

were only a few Companions. He died in 90, but some say 

91 or 93 and his grave in Basra is well known. 

This l;1aduh is only known by this path. The sound po

sition is that Khadljah's guardian gave her in marriage as 

already stated. The one who married without a guardian 

was Zaynab bintJal;1sh as will be discussed later on, Allah 

willing. 

Jfadfth 6 
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11 A gharfb l.>adnh is one in which there is a single narrator at some point in 

the isnad. 
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My uncle Imam al-I:Jafi? Abu'l-Qasim informed us: the 

foqfh Abu'I-I:Jasan 'All ibn aI-Muslim al-Fan;lI informed us: 

Abu'I-I:Jasan Al).mad ibn 'Abd al-Wal:lid ibn Mul:lammad 

ibn Al).mad as-SulamI informed us: my grandfather Abu 
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Bakr informed us: Abu'd-Dal)dal) Al)mad ibn Mul)ammad 

ibn Isma'Il at-TamlmI informed us: 'Abd al-Wahhab ibn 

'Abd ar-Ral)Im al-Ashja'I from the town ofJubar narrated 

to us: Marwan ibn Mu'awiyah al-Fazan narrated to us 

from Wa'il ibn Dawiid from 'Abdullah al-BahI who said: 

'A'ishah ~ said: 

"Whenever the Messenger of Allah ~ mentioned 

Khadljah, he almost did not tire of praising her and pray

ing for forgiveness for her. He mentioned her one day and 

jealousy moved me to say, 'Allah has given you a replace

ment for an old woman.' I saw the Messenger of Allah ~ 

become very angry so that I was at a loss and said to my

self, '0 Allah, if You remove the anger of the Messenger 

of Allah ~ from me, I will not mention her badly again 

as along as I live!' When the Prophet ~ saw what I felt, 

he said, 'How can you say that! By Allah, she believed in 

me when people disbelieved me. She gave me refuge when 

the people rejected me. She believed that I was telling the 

truth when people called me a liar. She gave me children 

when you did not.' He continued to mention her to me for 

about a month." 

This is a gharfb l)aduh from the l)aduh of 'Abdullah al-BahI 

from Umm al-Mu'minln 'A'ishah bint Bakr a~-~iddlq ~. 

59 



Al-Arba'in 

No one other than Wa'il ibn DaW11d al-LaythI al-Ko.fI ~ is 

known to have related it from him. And Allah knows best. 

lfad'ith 7 
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My uncle al-I:Iafi~ informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-FarawI in-

formed us: Abu'I-I:Iusayn 'Abd al-Ghaffar ibn Mul;1ammad 

al-FarisI informed us: Abu AI;1mad al:JaludI informed us: 

Ibrahim ibn Sufyan informed us: Muslim ibn al-I:Iajjaj 

narrated to us: Sahl ibn 'Uthman narrated to us: I:Iaf~ ibn 

Ghiyath narrated to us from Hisham ibn 'Urwah from his 

father that 'A'ishah said: 

"I was not jealous of the wives of the Prophet. ex

cept for KhadIjah although I did not meet her. When the 

Messenger of Allah. slaughtered a sheep, he would say, 

'Send it to the friends of Khadljah.'" She said, "I angered 

him one day and said, 'Khadljah?' He said, 'I was given 

love for her.'" 

That is how Muslim related it in his $abib. Al-Bukhan 

transmitted it in his $abib from the l;1adnh of Abu 'Umar 

I:Iaf~ ibn Ghiyath ibn Talq ibn Mu'awiyah ibn al-I:Iarith, a 

Kufan, its [Kufa's] Qac;lL Al-Bukhan narrated his l;1adIth in 

the $abfb. And Allah knows best. 

This is what I have concerning her excellence which has 

an isniid. In addition Ibn Razln related in MaJmu' anibiib 
that the Prophet. said, "Many men have been perfect but 

only four women have been perfect: Maryam bint 'Imran, 
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Asiyah, the wife of Pharoah, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, 

and Fatimah bint Mulfammad. The excellence of'A'ishah 

over women is like the excellence of stew over other food." 

There is no doubt that Khadijah helped the Prophet ~ and 

supported him when the Revelation first came to him and was 

kind to him. May Allah bless him and be pleased with her. 

'A'ISHAH A~H;nDDjQAH ~ 

She is 'A'ishah Umm 'Abdullah bint Abi Bakr a~-~iddiq. 

The Messenger of Allah ~ gave her that kunyah [Umm 

'Abdullah] . 
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My uncle the Imam al-I:Iafi~ informed us: Abu 'Abdullah 

al-FarawI informed us. 

And my teacher Imam Abu'I-Ma'aII Mas'ud also in

formed us: Abu Mul;1ammad 'Abd al-Jabbar informed us. 

They both said: Abu Bakr Al;1mad ibn al-I:Iusayn al

BayhaqI informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-I:Iafi~ and Abu 

Sa'Id ibn AbI 'Amr informed us and they both said: Abu'l

'Abbas Mul;1ammad ibn Ya'qub narrated to us: Al;1mad ibn 

'Abd al-Jabbar narrated to us: Yunus narrated to us from 

Hisham ibn 'Urwah from his father from 'A'ishah that the 

Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

"I was shown you in a dream twice. I dreamt that a man 

carried you on a piece of silk and said, 'This is your wife.' I 

opened it and saw you. I said, 'If this is from Allah He will 

carry it out.''''' 

The imams agree that it is ~abfb. Abu 'Abdullah Mul;1ammad 

ibn Isma'Il al-BukharI related it in his $abfb from Mu'alla 

from Wuhayb with the same meaning and Muslim related 

it from the l;1adIth of Hisham. 

12 Related by al-Bayhaqi in Dalii'il an-nubuwwah. 
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The words "saraqatu banr", with an a on the letter ra' 

[of saraqatu], mean "a piece of the silk" and "carry it out" 

means to complete it. And Allah knows best. A dream of 

the Prophet ~ is in the same position as revelation. 

It is related mursal and there is a more complete text 

than this which says: 
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"My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us and he said: I read to Abu Ghalib 

ibn al-Banna from Abu Mui).ammad al-I:Iasan al:JawharI: 

Abu 'Arnr Mui).ammad ibn al-'Abbas ibn Mui).ammad 

ibn Zakariyya ibn I:Iayawayh informed us: Abu'I-I:Iasan 

AQ.mad ibn Ma'ruf ibn Bishr al-Khashshab informed us: 

al-I:Iusayn ibn al-Fahm narrated to us: Abu 'Abdullah 

Mui).ammad ibn Sa'd, the scribe of al-WaqidI informed 

us: Mui).ammad ibn 'Amr informed us: 'Abd al-Wai).id ibn 

Maymun, the client of 'Urwah narrated to us that I:Iablb, 

the freed slave of'Urwah, said: 

"When Khadljah died, the Messenger of Allah ~ 

grieved a great deal and Allah sent Jibnl and he brought 

him 'A'ishah in a cradle, and said, 'Messenger of Allah. 
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This one will remove some of your grief. In this woman 

you will find a successor to Khadljah.' Then he returned 

her. The Messenger of Allah ~ used to frequent the house 

of Abu Bakr and say, 'Umm Ruman, treat 'A'ishah well 

and safeguard her for me.' Because of that 'A'ishah had 

an esteemed position with her family, although they were 

not aware of what Allah had commanded about her. The 

Messenger of Allah ~ came to them on one of the days in 

which he used visit them, and he did not fail to go to the 

house of Abu Bakr a single day since he became Muslim 

until the hijrah, and he found 'A'ishah covered up at the 

door of Abu Bakr weeping out of sorrow. He questioned her 

and she complained to him of her mother and mentioned 

that she had hurt her. The eyes of the Messenger of Allah 

Ii> shed tears and he went to Umm Ruman said, 'Umm 

Ruman, did I not tell you to safeguard 'A'ishah for me?' 

She said, 'Messenger of Allah, she told a~-~iddlq some

thing about us and he became angry at us,' The Prophet Ii> 
said, 'What if she did?' Umm Ruman said, 'I certainly will 

never be bad to her.' 'A'ishah had been born at the begin

ning of the fourth year of prophethood."'3 

This is a mursall}.aduh from I:Iablb, the mawlii of'Urwah 

ibn az-Zubayr. Ibn Sa'd related it in his Tabaqiit, and he only 

'3 Tabaqat Ibn Sad al-Kubra 
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said this - and Allah knows best - by reporting it from the 

Prophet ~ because he was not present at the time he mar

ried 'A'ishah, so how could he have been before that? It is 

also because it contains a report fromJibnl, and neither he 

nor anyone else could have known that except the Prophet 

~. This was before the revelation of the ayah of the veil 

because that was revealed after he emigrated to Madlnah 

when the Amlr al-Mu'minln 'Vmar ibn al-Khattab sug

gested it. And Allah knows best. 

/fadfth 9 
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[1 st isnad] My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim, 

may Allah be merciful to him, informed us: Abu 'Abdullah 

Mul:J.ammad ibn al-Fa91 al-Farawi: informed us: Shaykh 

Abu'I-I:Iusayn 'Abd al-Ghafir ibn Mul:J.ammad al-FarisI: 

Abu Al:J.mad Mul:J.ammad ibn 'Isa al:JaludI informed us: 

Abu Isl:J.aq IbrahIm ibn Mul:J.ammad ibn Sufyan informed 

us: Abu'I-I:Iusayn Muslim ibn al-I:Iaiiaj narrated to us: 

I:Iibban ibn Musa narrated to us: 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak 

informed us: Yunus ibn YazId al-Ayb informed us, 

[2nd isnad] And Isl:J.aq ibn IbrahIm al-I:Ian~alI, 

75 



Al-Arba'zn 

Mul.J.ammad ibn Rafi' and 'Abd ibn Bumayd narrated to 

us. Ibn Rafi' said: he narrated to us. The other two said: 

'Abd ar-Razzaq narrated to us: Ma'mar and the course of 

the l.J.adlth of Ma'mar is from the transmission of'Abd and 

Ibn Rafi'. Yunus and Ma'mar both spoke of [getting it] 

from az-ZuhrI: Sa'Id ibn al-Musayyab, 'Urwah ibn az-Zu

bayr, 'Alqamah ibn Waqqa~ and 'Abdullah ibn 'Abdullah 

ibn 'Utbah ibn Mas'ud informed me from the l.J.adIth of 

'A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet jj., when the people of the 

Lie said what they said about her and Allah exonerated her. 

All of them narrated to me, a party from her l.J.adnh and 

some recalled more of the l.J.aduh than others and gave a 

better account of it. I retained the l.J.adIth which was related 

to me from each of them, and their accounts confirm one 

another. They mentioned: 

'A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet jj., said, "When the 

Messenger of Allah jj. wanted to go on a journey, he drew 

lots between his wives and whichever of them had her lot 

come out, the Messenger of Allah jj. went out with her." 

'A'ishah ~ said, "He drew lots between us when go

ing on an expedition. My share came out and I went out 

with the Messenger of Allah jj.. That was after the Veil had 

been revealed. I was carried in my howdah. I would stay in 

it during our journey until the Messenger of Allah jj. fin-
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ished his expedition. When he started back and was close to 

Madlnah, it was announced at night that we would travel. 

When they announced that we would travel, I went out 

beyond the army. When I finished my business, I turned to 

the camel and felt my neck and discovered my Zaffarlonyx 

necklace had broken. I went back to look for my necklace 

and was delayed by looking for it. The group who carried 

me came and lifted my howdah and put it on my camel 

which I had been riding. They thought that I was in it." 

She said, "At that time, women were light and not 

heavy, and not covered with flesh. They used to eat only 

a little food. The people did not notice the lightness of the 

howdah when they had travelled and picked it up. I was 

still a young girl. They made the camel get up and went off. 

I found my necklace after the army had travelled on and 

went to the camp but there was no one there at all. I went 

to the place where I had been and I thought that the people 

would miss me and come back for me. While I was sitting 

there I fell asleep. ~afwan ibn al-Mu'attal, as-SulamI then 

adh-DhakwanI, had fallen behind the army and he trav

elled in the night and reached my place in the morning. 

He saw the dark form of someone asleep and came to me 

and recognised me when he saw me. He had seen me be

fore the Veil was prescribed. I woke up when he said, 'We 
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belong to Allah and to Him we return! when he recognised me. 

I covered my face with my jilbab. By Allah, he did not say 

anything to me nor did he say anything except 'We belong 

to Allah and to Him we return! He made his camel kneel, he 

tread upon its foot and I mounted it. He went leading the 

camel until we reached the army after they had stopped 

because of the midday heat, and then those who were 

destroyed in [talking about] my business were destroyed. 

The one who undertook the worst of it was 'Abdullah ibn 

Ubayy ibn Salul. 

"We reached Madlnah, and after we reached Madlnah, 

I fell ill for a month. People were spreading the statement 

that the people of the Lie put about, but I was not aware 

of any of that. It caused me some doubts in my illness that 

I did not see the normal kindness which the Messenger of 

Allah ~ used to show me when I was ill. The Messenger 

of Allah ~ would enter and give the greeting and then say, 

'How are you?' That made me doubt but I was not aware 

of the evil until I went out after I was better with Umm 

Mi~tal:t towards al-Mana~i', which is the area we used as 

a lavatory and we only went out at night. That was before 

we had lavatories close to our houses and we followed the 

custom of the early Arabs in going aside. We were offended 

by the idea of having lavatories in our houses. 
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"I went out with Umm Mi~tal). bint AbI Ruhm ibn al

Munalib ibn 'Abd Manaf. Her mother was the daughter 

of ~akhr ibn 'Amir, the maternal aunt of Abu Bakr a~

~iddlq. Her son was Mi~tal). ibn Uthathah ibn 'Abbas (ibn 

al-Muttalib). I and the daughter of Abu Ruhm turned to 

my house when we finished our business, and Umm Mi~tal). 

stumbled on her cloak. She said, 'May Mi~tal). stumble!' 1 

said to her, 'What a bad thing to say! Will you abuse a man 

who was present at Badr?' She said, 'Girl! Have you not 

heard what he is saying?' 1 asked, 'And what did he say?'" 

She said, "She told me what the people of the Lie were 

saying, and 1 fell ill again on top of my original illness. 

When 1 returned to my house, the Messenger of Allah ~ 

visited me and asked, 'How are you?' 1 asked, 'Will you 

give me permission to go to my parents?' At that time 1 

wanted to learn the truth of the matter from them. The 

Messenger of Allah ~ gave me permission and 1 went to 

my parents. I asked my mother, 'Mother, w~at are people 

saying?' She answered, 'Daughter, don't fret about it. By 

Allah, rarely is a woman married to a man who loves her 

but that her co-wives often gossip about her.' 1 said, 'Glory 

be to Allah! People are saying this?' 1 wept that night until 

morning until I had no tears left and had not slept at all. 1 

was still weeping in the morning. 
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"When the Revelation was slow in coming, the Messenger 

of Allah ~ called 'All ibn AbI Talib and Usamah ibn Zayd 

to consult them about divorcing his wife. Usamah ibn Zayd 

indicated to the Messenger of Allah ~ that which he knew 

of the innocence of his wife and what he knew of her love.' 

He said, 'Messenger of Allah, she is your wife and we only 

know good of her.' 'All ibn AbI Talib said, 'Allah has not 

constricted you. There are many women besides her. If you 

ask the slavegirl she will tell you the truth.' The Messenger 

of Allah ~ called BarIrah and said, 'Barlrah, have you seen 

anything which would make you doubt 'A'ishah?' BarIrah 

said to him, 'By the One Who sent you with the Truth, I 

never saw anything for which I would blame her other than 

the fact that she is a young girl who falls asleep while watch

ing her family's dough and the goat comes and eats it.'" 

She said, "The Messenger of Allah ~ stood on the min

bar and asked for help against 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn 

SaluI. The Messenger of Allah ~ said while he was on the 

minbar, 'Company of Muslims! Who will help me against a 

man whose harm has reached the people of my house? By 

Allah, I only know good of my family. They mentioned a 

man about whom I only know good. He only visits my fam

ily in my company.' Sa'd ibn Mu'adh al-An~an got up and 

said, 'I will help you against him, Messenger of Allah! If he 
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is from Aws, I will strike offhis head. If he is from our broth

ers, the Khazraj, command us and we will do what you com

mand!' Sa'd ibn 'Ubadah, the master of Khazraj, rose, and 

he was a righteous man but zeal made him rash and he said 

to Sa'd ibn Mu'adh, 'You lie! By Allah, you will not kill him, 

nor will you be able to kill him!' Usayd ibn 1;IU(;iayr, the son 

of the uncle of Sa'd ibn 'Ubadah got up and said to Sa'd ibn 

'Ubadah, 'You have lied, by the life of Allah. We will kill 

him. You are a hypocrite arguing on behalf of hypocrites.' 

So the two tribes of Aws and Khazraj were stirred up against 

one another until they wanted to fight. The Messenger of 

Allah ~ was standing on the minbar and he went on calm

ing them down until they were still and he was silent." 

She said. "I wept that day and my tears did not stop nor 

were they eased by sleep. Then I wept the following night 

and the tears did not cease nor were they eased by sleep. 

My parents thought that the weeping would kill me. While 

they were sitting with me and I was weeping, a woman of 

the An~ar asked permission to see me and I gave her per

mission. She sat there weeping [with us J. While we were 

like this the Messenger of Allah jJ, entered and greeted us 

and then sat down. He had not sat with me since what was 

said was said. A month had passed without any revelation 

at all about my business. 
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"The Messenger of Allah !t. said the shahiidah when 

he sat down and then said, "A'ishah, I have heard such

and-such about you. If you are innocent, then Allah will 

exonerate you. If you have committed some small wrong 

action, then ask for Allah's forgiveness and repent to Him. 

When someone acknowledges a wrong action and then re

pents, Allah turns to him.' When the Messenger of Allah 

!t. finished speaking, my tears stopped so that I did not feel 

a single drop. I said to my father, 'Answer the Messenger 

of Allah !t. for me.' He replied, 'By Allah. I do not know 

what to say to the Messenger of Allah.' I said to my mother, 

'Answer the Messenger of Allah !t. for me.' She said, 'By 

Allah, I do not know what to say to the Messenger of Allah.' 

Although I was a young girl who did not recite a lot of the 

Qur'an, I said, 'By Allah, I see that you have heard this 

and that it has settled in yourselves and you believe it. If 

I tell you that I am innocent-and Allah knows that I am 

innocent-you will not believe me. If I were to admit to 

something to you - and Allah knows that I am innocent

then you would believe me. By Allah, I do not find for me 

or you any example except what the father of Yusuf said, 

"Beaury lies in having stearifastness. It is Allah is who is my help in 

theJace qfwhatyou describe." (12:83)'" 

She said, "Then I turned away and lay down on my 
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bed. By Allah, I knew that I was innocent and that Allah 

would prove my innocence, but by Allah, I did not think 

that any recited revelation would come about me. I thought 

my business too insignificant for Allah to speak about me 

with a recited revelation, but I hoped that the Messenger of 

Allah ~ would have a dream in which Allah would declare 

my innocence. By Allah, the Messenger of Allah ~ did not 

move from where he was sitting nor did any of the people 

in the house leave before Allah sent down revelation on 

His Prophet, and he experienced the severity he normally 

experienced in revelation so that sweat came from him like 

drops of water on a winter day from the power of the Word 

which descended on him." 

She said, "When it left the Messenger of Allah ~, he 

was smiling. The first thing he said was, 'Good news to you, 

'A'ishah! Allah has declared your innocence!' My mother 

said, 'Go to the Messenger of Allah ~.' I said, 'By Allah, 

I will not go to him nor praise anyone but Allah. He is 

the One Who revealed my innocence!'" She said, "Allah 

revealed, 'There is a group qf you who propagated the Lie . . .' 

(24:11-20). Allah revealed my innocence in these iiyiit. Abu 

Bakr, who had been giving charity to Mi~talf because of 

his kinship with him and his poverty, said, 'By Allah, I will 

never give him anything after he said what he said about 
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'A'ishah!' Then Allah Almighty revealed, 'Those rfyou pos

sessing aifluence and ample wealth should not make oaths . . .' up to 

'Wouldyou not lovefor Allah toforgiveyou?' (24:22)" 

l:Iibban ibn Musa said that 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak 

said, "This is the most hopeful ayah in the Book of Allah." 

Abu Bakr said, "I would love for Allah to forgive me.' 

So he restored the maintenance which he used to give to 

Mi~tal;l and said, "I will never remove it from him." 

'A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah. asked Zaynab 

bintJal:tsh, the wife of the Prophet ., about me and she 

said, 'What do 1 know (or what would 1 see)?' She said, 

'Messenger of Allah, 1 guard my ears and eyes. By Allah, 1 

only know good.'" 'A'ishah said, "She used to boast over 

me among the wives of the Prophet ., but Allah protected 

her by her scrupulousness while her sister l:Iamnah bint 

Jal:tsh began to attack on her behalf and was destroyed with 

those who were destroyed." 

Az-Zuhrt said, "This is what we heard about the busi

ness of that group." He said in the l:taduh ofYunus, "Zeal 

moved him." 

This is a ~a#~ l:tadIth from Abu Bakr Mul:tammad ibn 

Muslim ibn Shihab az-Zuhrt, a scholar of great value and 

extensive knowledge, from Sa'Id ibn al-Musayyab, 'Urwah 

ibn az-Zubayr and 'Ubaydullah ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Utbah, 

who are among the seven foqaha' [of Madlnah], and from 
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the J:!adIth of 'Alqamah ibn Waqqa~, all of them narrat

ing from Umm al-Mu'minln a~-$iddlqah ~. Al-BukharI 

related it in his $a&i& from 'Abd al-'Azlz ibn 'Abdullah from 

IbrahIm ibn Sa'd from $aliJ:! from Ibn Shihab. 

Al-BukharI said, "That was in the Mu~taliq expedition 

which is known as the al-MurayasI' expedition, which was 

before I:Iudaybiyyah. Allah knows best. 
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My uncle Imam al-I:Iafi? Abu'l-Qasim, may Allah be mer

ciful to him, informed us and said: I read to Abu Ghalib ibn 

al-Banna from Abu Mu\:l.ammad al-I:Iasan al:Jawhari: Ibn 

I:Iayawayh informed us: Ibn Ma'ruf AQmad informed us: 
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Abu 'Ali al-I:Iusayn ibn al-Fahm informed us: Mu}:lammad 

ibn Sa'd narrated to us: Abu Bakr ibn 'Abdullah ibn Abi 

Uways informed us: Sulayman ibn Bilal narrated to me 

from Usamah ibn Zayd al-Laythi from Abu Salamah 

ibn al-Majishun from Abu Mu}:lammad, the client of the 

Ghifaris, that 'A'ishah said: 

"I asked the Prophet lit., 'Which are your wives are in the 

Garden?" He replied, 'You are among them.""4 

This is a 4asan }:ladnh of Abu Salamah Yusuf ibn 

Ya'qub ibn 'Abdullah al-Majishun. He related from ~ali}:l 

ibn Ibrahim ibn 'Abd ar-Ra}:lman ibn 'Awf. Al-Bukhari 

transmitted from him in the $a4f4 about wakiilah and other 

things. It is !a#4 that 'Ammar ibn Yasir said, "She is his 

wife in this world and the Next."'5 

It cannot be said that he would make such a statement 

unless it was based on definite knowledge that the Prophet 

lit. informed him of, which we find in: 

My master Imam the Qutb ad-DIn informed us: Abu 

Mu}:lammad al-BayhaqI informed us: Abu Bakr al-BayhaqI 

informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-I:Iafi~ informed us: A}:lmad 

ibn Ja'far al-Qap'I informed us. 'Abdullah ibn A}:lmad 

ibn I:Ianbal narrated to us: my father narrated to me: 

'4 Tabaqat Ibn Sa'd. 
'5 At-Tirmidhi, as-SuMn. 
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Mu}:tammad ibnJa'far narrated to us: Shu'bah narrated to 

us from al-I:Iakam who said: I heard Abu Wa'il say: 

"When 'AlI sent 'Amrnar and al-I:Iasan to Kufa to gather 

them to fight, 'Amrnar gave a speech and said, 'I know that she 

is his wife in this world and in the Next, but Allah has tested 

you to see whether you would follow him ['AlI] or her."16 

This is a ~abfb }:tadIth from Abu'l-Yaq~an 'Ammar ibn 

Yasir, the mawla of Banu Makhzum, the companion of the 

Messenger of Allah ., who has killed at ~iffrn. He was 

with 'All ibn AbI Talib ~. 

Al-BukharI related it in his $aMb from Mu}:tammad 

ibn Bashshar from Ghundar from Shu'bah. Imam Abu 

'Abdullah Al).mad ibn I:Ianbal ash-ShaybanI, the Jaqfh and 

zahid, the critical and discerning Imam of }:taduh, one of 

the four Imams ~ narrated it. 

16 Al-Bukharl. 

88 



~o at 0 ,... -I ....... "' .... "'''','l.''' ",at ot 
;';;---·I~";..I...,.:> I;:. 1·1~.!..Ll~/,JliW0~0·C"'(;I---·I~ .r.> _/ / / /...s- u=:- / J .r-::- .r.> -/ 

.~fwIJ ,~~'l'~yf ~ 
With the [same] isniid [ as previously] Abo. Bakr al-Bayhaql 

said: Abo. 'Abdullah al-I:Iafi~ informed us: Abo. Bakr 

MuJ:tammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn al:Junayd informed us: 

A}:tmad ibn Na~r narrated to us: Abo. Nu'aym al-Fac;ll ibn 

Dukayn narrated to us: 'Abd al:Jabbar ibn aI-Ward nar

rated to us from 'Ammar Abo. Dawiid-Duhnl from Salim 

ibn Abu'l:Ja'd that Umm Salamah said: 

"The Prophet ~ mentioned that one of the wives of the 

believers would rise in insurrection and 'A'ishah laughed. 
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He said to her, 'Watch out, I:Iumayra','7 that it is not you.' 

Then he turned to 'All and said, ''All, if you have control 

over her, be kind to her.'" 

This is a &asan }:laduh transmitted from Umm Salamah 

Hind, the wife of the Prophet •. 

It is related from I:Iudhayfah ibn al-Yaman that he in

formed Abo. a!-Tufayl of the travelling of one of the wives 

of the Prophet ., the Mothers of the Believers, in a squad

ron, but I:Iudhayfah had died before she set out. It is prob

able that he would only say such a thing having heard it 

[from the Prophet.]. 

This }:ladIth contains evidence of the validity of his 

prophethood • and his truthfulness in what he reported 

would occur. It came about as he said. That is evidence of 

his truthfulness in what he reported of the matters of the 

Hereafter. Allah knows best. 

ljadzth 12 

~' '~ t;.il 18~ -Jait;jl ..lJI ~ '18'-:, - ~8'.iv do q". Yo "'" Yo .r.> , ~;J 

'7 Jfumayro'is the diminutive of ~amro'the feminine of ~mar'red', thus mean
ing, 'little red one'. The diminutive is often used for affection, and occasionally 
for belittlement. The Arabs sometimes use 'red' to mean white, as in the saying 

of the Messenger of Allah lit< in which he said that he was sent to the red and 
the black, the former often taken to mean the white races, i.e. he was sent to all 

mankind. Ed. 
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With the [same] isnad [ as previously] 'Abdullah al-I:Jafi? 

informed18: Abu'l-'Abbas Mu4ammad ibn Ya'qub narrated 

to us: Mu4ammad ibn Isl:taq a~-~afanI narrated to us: Abu 

Nu'aym narrated to us: 'Abd al:Jabbar ibn al-'Abbas ash

ShibamI narrated to us from 'Ata' ibn as-Sa'ib from 'Umar 

ibn al-Hujna' that Abu Bakrah said that he was asked: 

"What kept you from fighting according to your in-

18 al-Bayhaql in Dalii'il an-nuhuwwah. 
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sight in the Battle of the Camel?" He replied, "I heard the 

Messenger of Allah Jt. say, 'Some people will rise in insur

rection and be destroyed. Their leader will be a woman. 

Their leader will be in the Garden.'" 

This Abu Bakrah was Nufay' ibn al-I:Iarith ath-Thaqafi 

who was a Companion. A group of Tiibi'un related from 

him. This Q.adUh contains proof that she will not enter 

the Fire and is not an unbeliever for fighting 'Ali as the 

Rafidites claim. It also contains proof of the prophethood 

of the Prophet Jt.. 

ljadfth 13 

:U~8~- t t. rilJ.: .,~ .'L!;..~8'/ :t-~~ ·18~-~l.:.~V 
, . ~ y -J}c.r. ~, c.r. '~ ;J 

:i.!s~ ~.;J\i :J\i - Jj;':';'y - ~: ~ 1\ ~~.y -..:...:. ~ .. ...... "" .. ;, ",,' ". .. "... 

:;:i , .. """ d "" .. , "\ .N I '- illl J. , " " I;'. lA . -,. , •. LUI' I:· _. , iaJ 
4"S'- , .J"".JJ '..f' .;J ...r- ~, '-I-~...F ' J If-Jj'; "-: ) 

£I, . .DIIJ; .. ' illl J." t;:.;,] l~~ L!li ,.w..C :1:..' ~ aJl • .J!.?, <f, .J""). (.T ", .,-J ,. 
G...L.o :.;,] ~ •. 0;: ,~ :J\i ,'<:.;,] ~..:::f' j:;.' :J\i ~.w..~ . ',' ~ r1 r-'" ,,".J u-J ", 

.1:· !l11d'·'<'\'": .:..:f' .ill:J'\i,' klj If-Jj'; ~ ~ , • .J ~ 

/ .. l 0 J ,.... J... ..,...." :;:i .... .. 0 .... 

~ I'" I:· IlA !~~ t; :Jlj .' I'· ')I\.! . ...l w :..:.Jlj , . fi. If-Jj'; ,. ~ ~ ~ ; 

.1'·: I·..:..~: aJl ~I:' '-)L:JI~':.;,] .'-)L:JI 
~~,~ ?oi ,.J i 

.~ Oil ~.~ J :'~ G~·..J ~~ ..... ~...::.;. .!..;~ IJ; y--- J ,.. ~. ,..../J--- ".. ,-:?;, ...... r...; .. v- .... 
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d;+:~illl' ,,~',-,U,.;jl~"'" ',"'~II"I~'~II .:t;.:'~1 ..r?) ., ) ; 0! ~ C::7"" -t.r- '-I- '"""+' ~ . 

. !,\&.t;:.wJli'! L~.:..li~':L~:~II' III' '1~ " ~ . ,., ) r.?~. .?; ) '-[-) Yo is)) 

With the [same] isniid [as previously] Ibn Sa'd narrated to 

us: Mul,1ammad ibn Yazld al-WasilI informed us: Mujalid 

ibn Sa'Id narrated to us from 'Amir ash-Sha'bI from Masruq 

who said: 'A'ishah ~ said to me: 

"I saw JibrII standing in this room of mine on a horse 

and the Messenger of Allah 13 was speaking confidentially 

with him. When he left I asked, 'Messenger of Allah, who 

was that with whom I saw you speaking confidentially?' He 

said, 'Did you see him?' 'Yes,' I replied. He asked, 'What 

was he like?' I answered, 'Dil,1yah al-KalbI.' He said, 'You 

have seen something very good. That wasJibnl.'" She said, 

'It was not long until he said, "A.'ishah, this is JibrII who 

greets you with peace.' I said, 'And peace be upon him. 

May Allah repay him well, the one who visits.""9 

This is a ~asan l,1adIth from Abu 'A'ishah Masruq ibn 

'Abd ar-Ral,1man al-Ajda' al-HamdanI al-KufI. He listed to 

'Umar ibn al-Khattab and 'AlI~. Abu Wa'il and ash-Sha'bI 

related from him. Al-BukharI transmitted it. He said in it, 

"0 'A.'ish!"20 

'9 Tabaqat Ibn Sa'd. 
20 Al-Bukharl, Muslim and at-Tabrlzi in Mishkiil al-m .. iibi&. 
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Jfadzth 14 

• , •• ~II ' ",', ,:~" • , ,. " , , ,:~" ,: • ,;, ' 
,y - '-?.t':r '/ - r"-" ..:."..J".. - ~ .:r. .4>.A ..:."..J".. - ~..:.... t ~J 

:.:Jli ~~:;. - ~~.;. ~~t;jl';' ';';-'I~';' ~;;.~ 

):., ~I ~r.J ~ 4u rLj;# illl):., ~I ~'jjf J;jf 
.. Us~ " : I:' ~ illl t '- illl j' , " ~t..:.U : I::.' ~ illl ...t ' c:: r-J '" u- ,.J-")J r-J '" 

.!.dl .. :i ,··f ~I':f ~I ,illl j'" IS :.:JW..:J;.:J I~t 0;t; I~L' 
_~...,::--) . J) ~, .J-") _ '-t-' , ~r. 

:rLj ;# illl):., ~I jr.J jw ,~~ ~f ~I.) jl;.il diL:~ 

ol.A·· t:jli,illlj"'1S 1::.:Jli\'~i\.A~·· ! "~,c'f " ....r.; ,.J-" J • ..r. .' ~ ..r:-' •. '-? 

...... ~ .. , oj J..... ,0 0... 0 

~~' ',. ·'II..L;·,Id":JIAS',· :.:.'11 l.!..o.··..!J!,;J1 , C:7" <.r> f ,. Yo. .J <.f'~.r-- r ,<I, ~ 
"'~O .. , .:S;')j ~I ~ L>jJ \~;.~ lfj .. ... ..,.. 

I~'-:I'( •. ~I~' LA .~ 0'~ ~ i;.' ~.:.;.f I~I " 711 ~f..iiil ~ ..:;' ~..r...t )J r. J . J). ~(.Jf "~ ,.,J 

. ,.~ '1- .'.~il . ~I t". '~II ~ :.': "'1' ~ 'G. '1 
~ r...t ~.r-'~ J,. C· 

With the [same] isniid [as previously] Mul.J.ammad ibn 

Sa'd narrated to us: Ma'mar narrated to us from az-ZuhrI 

from Mul.J.ammad ibn 'Abd ar-Ral.J.man ibn al-I:Iarith ibn 

Hisham, that 'A'ishah said: 
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"The wives of the Prophet ~ sent Fatimah the daughter 

of the Messenger of Allah ~ and she asked permission to 

see the Messenger of Allah ~ while he was with 'A'ishah 

in her mantle. He gave her permission and she entered and 

said, 'Messenger of Allah, your wives have sent me to you to 

ask you to be fair about the daughter ofIbn AbI Qui:lafah.' 

The Messenger of Allah ~ said, 'Daughter, do you not love 

what I love?' She answered, 'Yes, Messenger of Allah.' He 

said, 'Then love this one,' indicating 'A'ishah." 

This is a long i:laduh I have abridged. 21 This is a ~asan 

i:laduh of Abu Bakr Mui:lammad ibn 'Abd ar-Rai:lman ibn 

al-I:Iarith ibn Hisham al-MakhzumI. It is said that his kun

yah was Abu 'Abd ar-Rai:lman. He listened to 'A'ishah and 

Abu Hurayrah. Ash-Sha'bI and az-ZuhrI related from him. 

It contains thefiqh that when a man who has more than 

one wife loves one of them more and shows her greater hon

our, he does nothing wrong. The only equality they are en

titled to is in the division [of his time and material things J. 

lJadith 15 

sf. ~ ~ y - ~.;r1 S; ;lll~ G~ -~ S;I G~ - ~~ ~~J 
, '""...-,.... .... l J • "" '" J".. ."'-;;; .... ..- • 

:J.;z w..:;. f' ~ :..:.J\i - 4~:.;?~ :J\i - .;..~l,;JI 

21 Related by Muslim, Al).mad, and Ibn Sa'd in a,' Tabaqat. 
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'A'ishah a~-$iddfqah ~ 

rLJ ~ ~I J.;. ~10~ ~ ~I ~;j " fT ~J5 ~lJ 
, "1""~1'" I:~;!":il "~'I:"'~ l);' I:t~' .~ ~ ~) ,~ or.'" ~~J ~y.:$" ';' ~ ~ ~ 

With the [same] isniid [ as previously] Ibn Sa'd narrated to 

us: 'Abdullah ibn AbI Yal).ya narrated to us from 'Awf ibn 

al-I:Iarith who said: Rumaythah narrated to me and said: I 

heard Umm Salamah say: 

"My fellow-wives asked me to speak to the Messenger 

of Allah ." -and Umm Salamah, Umm I:Iablbah bint 

AbI Sufyan, Zaynab bint Khuzaymah, Juwayriyah bint al

I:Iarith, and Maymiinah bint al-I:Iarith were on the Syrian 

side, and 'A'ishah, ~afiyyah, and Sawdah were on the other 

side-"They said, 'Speak to the Messenger of Allah. People 

send gifts to him while he is in the room of'A'ishah and we 

want what she wants. They should send him gifts wherever 

he is.'" Umm Salamah said, "When the Messenger of Allah 

• came to me, I said, 'Messenger of Allah, my companions 

have told me to speak to you to tell people to give gifts to 

you wherever you are. They said, 'We want what 'A'ishah 

wants.' He did not answer me. They questioned me and 

I said, 'He did not give me any answer.' The third time 

I repeated it, he said, 'Do not trouble me about 'A'ishah. 
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Revelation has not descended on me in the blanket of any 

of you but that of'A'ishah."'22 

This is a ~a&f& l;ladnh whose soundness is agreed upon. 

Al-BukharI related it in a shortened form from 'Abdullah 

ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab from I:Iammad from Hisham Abu'l

Mundhir from 'Urwah ibn az-Zubayr. In it 'Urwah said: 

"People used to aim to give their gifts on 'A'ishah's day. 

'A'ishah said, 'My companions met with Umm Salamah,'" 

and he mentioned the rest of it. 

The reason that they chose Umm Salamah to speak on 

their behalf was because the Prophet ~ had prayed for her 

jealousy to go and her jealousy left. May Allah be pleased 

with all of them. 

ljadfth 16 

"~",, 1'~L.;...:.I"'·t,;.'~" ""16" (:.,iV o ~ y - ~ ~.:r. ~ ~..l.> - ~.:r. '..l.> - ~. ?;J 

:J~ ~f.:; - ~;;.~ 

"',/ .... ", co , ...... ... j:' '" '" ,.... ... , 0 , ..... ....- -:f ~ 

:JLt ,~')U ~ :1.JlLt f -¥-.:i.:.;" l,j1;;'1 :JLt ,~')U ~ :1.JlLt fl~ l,j1;;'1 

~:;:J ~I Jr.j t;:c,ili,~ WI ~j i4~ ~;'~'~I:;jf J,;j 

.i4~Gj~8~ 

22 An-Nasa'! and at-Tabrtzl. 
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~ .l;wt 'G;; / ',~ I::: '!~:/ ... / ~.~ IJ.A ., / , ~ • ,-?~J // / <.S"'" ~ ~ , ..... -L 

• / •. t ~I''': f 
.~..t'-?J. . ~? 

With the [same] isniid [as previously] Ibn Sa'd narrated to 

us: I:Iatim ibn Isma'Il narrated to me fromJa'far [a~-~adiq] 

ibn Mul;tammad [al-Baqir] that his father said: 

"When the Messenger of Allah ~ was very ill in his ill
ness during which he was taken, he asked, 'Where will I 

be tomorrow?' They answered, 'With so-and-so.' He said, 

'Where will I be after tomorrow?' They answered, 'With 

so-and-so.'" He said, "His wives recognised that he wanted 

'A'ishah $, and they said, 'Messenger of Allah, we have 

given our days to our sister 'A'ishah.'" 

This is a sound l;tadIth whose soundness is agreed upon. 

Its meaning is related with different wordings. Al-Bukhan 

transmitted it in his $a&i&. 

99 



Al-Arba'zn 

-:I)~ "Lrf ~'f"I'o":f " 'n'" ,!, 
U :. Jr 0 U - • -I:..:r. '-I-~ - ~.;r..rs'.r - '-"'" Y-

:J); ~lS ~~ ~f ~;";'f -~~ J j:. 
·"~'!:i-:.'~all L...uIJ·"~f(-L)...u1 'o~ ~I -I-'-:!'Yr-J ,. <.S"""", r"J ...,r-, ~~;. 
" '." .' """ illl~f' . ,~" " "n • "'0' .', 
~ 0!--?) ~~ ~ ~ U J ''-?rJ '-?~ ~J '0Y- -I-J 'r..j:::'. 
;'-...uIJ·"~~\k ~I~·II • ..G' o"-II~ -I; I~~,..;·' <.S"""" , r" J, J,J-' ".~J ~ f 0 ...,r- I..T "Y 

, , , 
oJ-:.' ~ all i '-~:C -.:JV ~. :, r-J,. <.S"""". J~...r>" 

. • .'~il~?·"· '\ '''1'' 2~' ~I ." ~. , ~" (' 
~~.r-' ~ -I:. .;r. ~ ¥ ~ -I:. ~~.:r ~ ~~ .u. 

G~''''~'I' ~~'I' ',~' 81 t::s' 
o ,J .rs' <Y. J '-!' 0 <Y. C:7' ~ ~" 

..- "..... ..... \I" 0 ..... " \I ,... \I l II"'" 0 ~ ..... ,0 J..... 1>": II .... ,... 

r~ .r - ~~.;r. .j~ .r - ->?I ~f ~ ,-?~~I ~?I ..l.i J 

o~QI ~~~:) ;:;'~J ~j1j ,~j; 0 
~t.;, Jlij ,~;;..::. ~I :J~ ,~.JI &j:. ~ ~.JI :,;;...:.Jlj 

o 0 L';I 1 ;.f ~ • ~ ;1' ;1l.!..iL: '_I t; : ':' - II: I ~ ':'" ;1 q-:- ...r- ~t?rJr ~~.r--" ~ 
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.( '':'-I~' . ::-t,;. ~ ") :JW w..:f ~ \hjl ~I'" ~ J ~ ~ _ ~~ . JJJ 

J), :~Iillj ,~WI s.;.j ~)JlI ~~.fol :~t;.,iI :J;"&- Y.' J~ 
, . 

J. OJ. '....;;; .... 0 0", ., 0 0'..... 0, '" ..... ,.. '0, . 
• .;.; :~I.Ulj ,~Ij ~;'I ~0:;k~11 :~t;J1 :.~ J1.9j 'r~1 

.Jil, 
My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful to 

him, informed me: Abu 'Abdullah al-FarawI informed us: 

Abu 'Abdullah Mul).ammad al-KhabbazI and Abu Sahl 

al-I:Iaf~I informed us and they said: Abu Mul).ammad al

KushmiyahinnI informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-FirbarI in

formed us: Imam Abu 'Abdullah Mul).ammad ibn Isma'Il 

al-BukharI narrated to us: Mul).ammad ibn 'Ubayd nar

rated to me: 'Isa ibn Yunus narrated to us from 'Umar 

ibn Sa'Id: Ibn AbI Mulaykah informed me that Abu 'Amr 

Dhakwan, the freed slave of 'A'ishah, informed him that 

'A'ishah used to say: 

"One of the blessings Allah gave me was that the 

Messenger of Allah i3 died in my room and on my day and 

between my chest and collar-bone and that Allah mixed 

his saliva with my saliva at his death. 'Abd ar-Ral).man vis

ited me and had a tooth-stick in his hand and I was sup

porting the Messenger of Allah ~. I saw him looking at it 

and I knew that he wanted the tooth-stick. I said, "Should 

I take it for you?' and he indicated his assent with his head. 
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So I took it and his pain became severe. I asked, 'Shall I 

soften it for you?' He indicated yes with his head. So I sof

tened it and he used it. There was a small pot in front-or 

on him"- 'Vmar [ibn Sa'Id] was unsure about it-"and he 

put his hands into the water and wiped his face with them, 

saying, 'There is no god but Allah. Death has throes.' Then 

he put his hand upright and said, 'among the highest com

pany,' until he died and his hand dropped." 

This is a sound J:!aduh from Abu Bakr 'Abdullah ibn 

AbI Mulaykah al-QurashI, one of the great Tiihi'un. He lis

tened to Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn 'Vmar and 'A'ishah. AI-BukharI 

transmitted it by another route from Sulayman ibn Bilal 

from Hisham ibn 'Vrwah. Razln mentioned it in Majmu' 

llf-~i&ii&. 

"Sa&r (chest)" are the lungs, meaning the site of the lungs. 

One says, "His lungs inflated." The author of al-Mujmal said 

that "sa&r" is what is attached to the throat and oesophagus 

at the top of the abdomen. 

Al-BukharI related it and said, "between my &iiqinah 

and dhiiqinah." 

Abu 'Amr said, "&iiqinah" is the depression between the 

collarbone and neck and "dhiiqinah" is the end of the throat. 

Another said that &iiqinah is what between the collarbone 

and the throat. Dhiiqinah is the depression of the chin. 
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lJadfth 18 
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.~I~filll' .' '~Y-II: "t..:;. \ .1 ~.1J" ~ . 

(1st isniid) My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi?, Abu'l-Qasim, 

may Allah be merciful to him, informed us saying: I read 

to Abu Ghalib ibn al-Banna from Abu Mal;1mud al:Jawhart 

by ijii;:;ah. 

(2n isnad) My uncle, Imam a~-~a'in, may Allah be mer

ciful to him, told us: Abu Talib 'Abd aI-Qadir ibn Yusuf 

aI-BaghdadI informed us: al:JawharI informed us: Ibn 

I:Iayawayh informed us: AJ:tmad ibn Ma'ruf informed us: 

al-I:Iusayn ibn al-Fahm narrated to us: Mul;1ammad ibn 

Sa'd narrated to us: I:Iajjaj ibn Nu~ayr informed us: 'Isa ibn 

Maymun narrated to us from al-Qasim ibn Mul;1ammad 

that 'A'ishah said: 

"I was preferred over the wives of the Prophet ~ by ten 

things." It was asked, "What are they, Umm al-Mu'minIn?' 

She answered, "He never married any other virgin but me. 

He did not marry a woman both of whose parents were 
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Muhajirun except me. Allah revealed my innocence from 

heaven. JibrII brought him my picture from heaven in silk 

and said, 'Marry her. She is your wife.' I used to do ghusl 

with him from the same vessel, and he did not do that with 

any of his wives except me. He used to pray while I was 

stretched out in front of him, and he did not do that with 

any of his other wives. The Revelation used to descend on 

him while I was with him, and it did not descend on him 

while he was with any other wife but me. Allah took his 

spirit while he was between my chest and collarbone, and 

he died on the night in which he used to come to me and 

was buried in my room."23 

This is a ~asan i).aduh from the i).aduh of Abu 

Mui).ammad - and it is said that [his kunyah] was Abu 'Abd 

ar-Rai).man-al-QJisim ibn Mui).ammad ibn AbI Bakr a~

$iddlq ~. 

It is confirmed that 'A'ishah ~ was singled out for these 

things, and that is reported in $a~i~ collections. Yes, it is 

related in some i).aduhs that he performed a ghusl from the 

same vessel with Umm Salamah. What 'A'ishah said is 

taken to refer to what usually happened, and it happened 

once with Umm Salamah not repeatedly, and so both 

transmissions can be reconciled. Allah knows best. 

23 Ibn Sa'd, Tahaqiit. 
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My master Imam Qu~b ad-Din Abu'I-Ma'aII, may Allah be 

merciful to him, informed us: 'Abd al-Jabbar al-BayhaqI 

informed us: 

[1st isnad] Abu Bakr al-BayhaqI informed us: Abu Sa'Id 

'Uthman ibn 'Abdus ibn Mal).fu? al-FaqIh al-Jazrudhi and 

Abu 'Abd ar-Ral).man Mul).ammad ibn al-Busayn as-
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SulamI informed us: Abu MUQammad Yalfya ibn Man~ur 

narrated to us: Ja'far ibn MUQammad ibn al-I:Iusayn.24 

[2nd isnad] Abu Bakr al-BayhaqI said: and 'All ibn 

AQmad ibn 'Abdan informed us: AQmad ibn 'Ubayd in

formed us: IbrahIm ibn ISQaq as-Sarraj narrated to us, 

both saying: YaQya ibn YaQya narrated to us: Sulayman 

ibn Bilal informed us from YaQya ibn Sa'Id who said: I 

heard al-Qasim ibn MUQammad say: 

'A'ishah said, "Oh my head!" and the Messenger of 

Allah ~ said to her, "If that is while I am alive, I will ask 

forgiveness for you and pray for you." 'A'ishah said, "Oh 

my loss! By Allah, I think that you want me to die. If that 

were to happen, you would spend the rest of your day 

sleeping with one of your wives!" The Messenger of Allah 

~ said, "Rather I should say, 'Oh my head!' I wanted to 

send for Abu Bakr and his son and make an appointment, 

lest some people say [that the Caliphate is for a certain 

person] or some people wish for it." I said, "Prophet of 

24 This first chain is mursal. Following it up with another chain seems to be 

the author's way of accrediting it. JaTar ibn Mul.Iammad ibn al-I;Iusayn, a Fol

lower (Tabi'!) or Companion of the Followers (Tab' al-Tabi';) and member of the 

Prophet'S family (Ahl al-Bayt) renowned for his contempt for anyone who castigat

ed the ShaykMyn, Abu Bakr and Vmar, transmitted it in the firstimad. Al-Qasim ibn 

Mul.Iammad, who transmitted directly from <'~'ishab • in the second isnad, was his 

(i.e. JaTar's) maternal grandfather. JaTar's mother was Farwab bint al-Qasim ibn 

Mul.Iammad ibn Abl Bakr a~-~iddlq. Hence the missing links in the mursal chain 
become apparent. Allah knows best. (Vwais Namazi) 
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Allah, Allah would refuse it [to someone not entitled] and 

the believers would prevent it," or ''Allah would prevent it 

and the believers refuse it.'" 

This is a sound l)aduh from Abu Mul)ammad al-Qasim 

from his aunt, the Umm al-Mu'minln, and it is reliably 

established from the transmission of Abu Sa'Id Yal)ya ibn 

Sa'Id ibn Qays ibn 'Arnr ibn Suhayl. 

Al-BukharI transmitted it in his $abfb from Yal)ya ibn 

Yal)ya. He said, "Allah would refuse it and the believers 

would prevent it." 

Muslim transmitted also the words of the Prophet ~: 

"Call your father or brother for me so that I can write a 

letter. I fear that someone might wish for it or someone will 

say [that it is for a certain person] whereas Allah and the 

believers refuse anyone other than Abu Bakr." 

It is not permitted for anyone to attack this l)aduh and 

say, "If that had been sound, other people in addition to 

'A'ishah would have transmitted it like other l)aduhs." We 

say, "The reason that others did not transmit this or some

thing similar is because it occurred while he was ill and 

isolated in the room of 'A'ishah ~ as it is said, 'Only she 

and the angels were present at his death ~.' Allah showed 

her truthfulness and the miracle of His Prophet by the fact 

of his reporting something which had not happened, which 

came about as he had informed. This is evidence of the 
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permission to delegate the caliphate. We seek refuge with 

Allah from attacking the imams of the din and the Mothers 

of the Believers! Help and success is by Allah. 

ljadfth 20 

~~'~I;:. .. '~II 1~-:f-~;;f"iI <:~'~~":f-:.C:..:..':lv _ <f. ~ ~ Y..r.> ,'" r- Y. .r.> , ~ ~J 

, ,. d ..... .,;;..... d"" -; " " ","" ""8' 't,;..;.I' .""~ '':::'1~-'1 ' :''1 ,-:,~.:r.~y. ...b--..., ~0~.:r.~.r.> -·~r 

,.,:; "". ..... ..... -;:; " ~..,. ..... /,;; ,... " 
8~ - ;'f!1 ~ c; f.J;. ~ ~~ -..F ~I c; ~ ~~ -~WI 

:.:Jw GL&. q~' , '~'t; . ' ~ / '. ' - t.'~ II Zr '1 
,I..S' <..Y'~·0 • .t-:r ~~ .r>.s:Y. 

~·'~I·II ~~,.", ·'I~I:l:'.x.illl L...L!lJ"'~15 
~ , ' .. h <..S""' ~.J~>"J:J. ~ r-J " ...s-- , J-" ) 

"-, :;::0 ';;, 
'i'~"I(-::~:t':L:'.x.illl 1'_ • ..l!lJ"'·'~,'."I: ~.1. r-::("""Jr-J" ...s--, J-".1~ ~~ 

~ SJ3l; :Jlij rLj ~ ill I ~ ~I J~j ~ ,~Il ~ ~j 

,~.)j ~f ~.yl ct ,;djlj ct j :Jw ,~!j ~i :,~ i~; ~~L&. 

110 



ii' ishah a~-$iddiqah ~ 

1.~ '; J~ P ,~~~ J\~):) J;, ;~~~~ ~ ~..:..:J) ,~rJ ~ 

,~~.sr.iI~~1;~~JJf :\J'~~~''';IAiIJ;, __ __ r ,,.... ... 

"'0""''' .. to .. : ~, ,.... ~ 
.8.!.L!."'~";"';1 1~,~"··CJIJ8i, "t; .' .,;;""'r ~\.-:.' , ~ If. ~ ,,~/ • ...r>.Y'"!. J r--J 

~L!s~ G' :\:.' .:.t. all 1 '- ill I J" , 'I ~ :Jw <-~"'.t;J 
, - r--J '" ~"J-" J: r Y. . 

'~U~~"'W' ~,: "':'.',;;<:L~L::..B.:.t.'.~·.:.] c:'" JJ ,"' ~ c:'" y ~ J 0" • '" ~. 

:j.J.:JJ all j:i.;. ,~*IJ ~~IJ ~~IJ :J~J ;;;.~ J;, ;;~ 
.:.. . ,:f ,jl:U1 .!Jl'~ : ;'1 ~ ~'1.. .(~ "~, ,fl , ~ .!JJ11.. , cr ,. ~ ~ . yf' ~ .r.' ~y . ;)" 

" , ,.", " .( "", ", t,1...(' , ," .' 
';!"\.:JI J! C?J ~~? ~,?~I ~I~ ~ j5,.. ~.jJi!WI ~ 

.:.t.illl 1'-illIJ"": ... -- :<:-:.,.t;.f-- i;: '~II:~:J~' 
'" ~"J-"J ~ ¥- r-;. e:: u '-'" ~ J 

~l5 ~J ,~~~ if-WI0pWI ~~l5 ~ :J~ 8 :I~~ ~rLJ 

jjiJ ~~*~!J 4 .!JJl~ :J~ p ,.s~:J IJ ~~ 0p IJ ~~ ~ 

.~'?r.iI~I~~js~ 

III 



Al-Arba'in 

With the [same] isniid [ as previously] Abu Bakr al-BayhaqI2
5 

informed us: Abu'I-I:Iasan 'All ibn Mul:lammad al-Muqri' 

informed us: al-I:Iasan ibn Mul:lammad ibn Isl:laq informed 

us: Yusuf ibn Ya'qub al-Q;ic;lI narrated to us: Mul:lammad 

ibn AbI Bakr narrated to us: Marl:lum ibn 'Abd al-'Azlz nar

rated to us: Abu 'Imran al:JunI narrated to us from Yazld 

ibn Babnus that he went to 'A'ishah who said: 

"When the Messenger of Allah ~ passed by my room, 

25 Al-Bayhaqi, AJ:>mad and Ibn Kathir. 
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he used to say something to me to cheer me up. The 

Messenger of Allah ~ passed by me and did not speak so 

1 bound a rag around my head and slept on my bed. The 

Messenger of Allah ~ passed by and asked, 'What is wrong 

with you, 'A'ishah?' 1 answered, 'My head hurts'. He said, 

'On the contrary, Oh my head! 1 am the one whose head 

hurts!' That was when JibrII had informed him that he 

would die. 1 spent some days and then he was brought in 

on a mantle carried by four men and brought in to me 

and he said, "A'ishah, send for the women.' When they 

came, he said, 'I cannot alternate between your rooms. 

Give me permission to stay in 'A'ishah's room.' They said, 

'Yes.' 1 saw that his face was red and he was sweating. 1 had 

never seen a dead person at all. He said, 'Sit me up,' so 1 

supported him against me, placed my hands on him and 

kissed his head. 1 took my hands from him and thought 

that he wanted to kiss my head. A cold drop fell from his 

mouth onto my shoulder-blade or chest. Then he leaned 

and fell on the bed. I wrapped him in a cloth, but I had 

never seen anyone dead before so that I could recognise 

death in someone else. 

'''Vmar came and asked permission to enter. Al

Mughlrah ibn Shu'bah was with him. I gave them permis

sion and lowered the curtain. 'Vmar asked, "A'ishah, what 
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is wrong with the Prophet of Allah J3?' I answered, 'He 

fainted some time ago.' He uncovered his face and said, '0 

my grief, this is sorrow itself.' Then he covered him and 

al-Mughlrah did not speak. When he reached the door 

al-Mughlrah said, 'The Messenger of Allah J3 has died, 

'Umar." 'Umar said, 'You lie! The Messenger of Allah J3 

has not died! He will not die until he orders that the hypo

crites be fought! You are trying to provoke unrest!' Abu 

Bakr came and asked, 'How is the Messenger of Allah, 

'A'ishah?' I answered 'He has been unconscious for a time.' 

He uncovered his face and put his mouth between his eyes 

and places his hands on his temples and said, '0 Prophet! 

o chosen one and dear friend, Allah and His Messenger 

spoke the truth: "You will die and they too will die" (39:30), 

and "We did not give any human being bifore you immortality. And 

if you die, will they then be immortal?" (21:34-35) "Every soul will 

taste death." (3:185)' 

"Then he covered him and went out to people. He 

said, 'People! Is there anyone who has a contract issued by 

the Messenger of Allah J3?' 'No,' they answered. He said, 

'Anyone who worships Allah, Allah is the Living Who does 

not die. If anyone worships Mu!).ammad, Mu!).ammad has 

died.' Then he recited, 'You will die and they too will die' and 

'Every soul will taste death.' 'Umar asked, 'Is this in the Book of 
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Allah, Abu Bakr?' 'Yes,' he replied. 'Yes,' 'Umar said, 'This 

is Abu Bakr, the Companion of the Messenger of Allah ~ 

in the Cave and the second of two, so give him allegiance.' 

Then they gave him allegiance." 

This is a ~asan J:tadnh which al-BukharI related the 

story of the Allegiance in the sense of this from Isma'II 

ibn 'Abdullah from Sulayman ibn Bilal from Hisham [ibn 

'Urwah] from his father from 'A'ishah. He also related it 

by another route from 'Abd ar-RaJ:tman ibn al-Qasim from 

his father from 'A'ishah ~. We find in the transmission of 

al-BukharI from Abu Bukayr: 

'Umar said, "It was as if I had never heard those qyiit 

before that, and the same was true of the [rest of the] 

Companions." 

The name of Abu 'Imran was 'Abd aI-Malik ibn I:IabIb 

al:JunI. He was a Tabi'I who listened to Anas and 'Ubadah 

ibn a~-~amit. I:Iammad ibn Zayd andJa'far ibn Sulayman 

related from him. 

lfadlth 21 
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My uncle, the Imam and f.Iafi?, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us: Abu'l-A'azz Qaratkln ibn al-As'ad 

informed us: Abu Mul:tammad al-JawharI informed us: 

Abu'I-f.Iasan 'All ibn Mul:tammad ibn Al:tmad ibn Lulu 

informed us: Abu 'Abdullah Mul:tammad ibn IbrahIm ibn 

Aban as-Sarraj informed us: Bashshar ibn Musa al-Khaffaf 

informed us: Khalid ibn 'Abdullah narrated to us: Khalid 

al-f.Iadhdha' narrated to us saying that he heard Abu 

'Uthman an-NahdI say: 

"'Amr ibn al-'A~ was sitting speaking to people about 

the Army of Dhat as-Salasil. Then he said, 'I asked, 

"Messenger of Allah, which people are most beloved to 

you?" He answered, "'A'ishah." I said, "Among men." He 

replied, "Her father Abu Bakr." I said, "Then who?" He 

answered, '''Umar ibn al-Khanab." I said, "Then whom?" 

He enumerated some men for me."'26 

This is a sound l:tadIth from Abu 'Abdullah 'Amr ibn 

al-'A~ ibn Wa'il ibn Hisham as-SahmI al-QurashI, the 

26 Ibn 'Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq, al-WaqidI in al-MaghaZf, al-Bukhart, Mus
lim, Ai)mad, al-Bayhaql, Ibn Sa'd in a!-Tabaqat, Majma' az-zawa'id, al-Bidayah wa'.
nihiiyah, and al-Qur\ubl in his tqftfr. 
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Companion of the Prophet •. He had great worth and 

great resolve and effective management. 

Al-BukharI related it thus in his $a&i& from Mu'alla ibn 

Asad from 'Abd al-'Azlz from Khalid. Muslim related it in 

his $a&i& from Yal)ya ibn Ya}:lya also from Khalid. 1 have it 

from the path of al-BaghandI who added: "Which people 

do you love most so that 1 can love him?" 

This has an indication that someone who loves a person 

loves what he loves. 

His words after mentioning 'A'ishah, "I only meant 

among men" is not meant from aversion for 'A'ishah nor 

to deprecate her. The Companions knew that she was the 

person he most loved. That is why they used to call her 

"the beloved of the Messenger of Allah .". They aimed 

to give their gifts on 'A'ishah's day as we mentioned. He 

asked the question in order to know the state of a group 

as some people used to complain about preferring some of 

them over others. Allah knows best. 
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My uncle, al-l:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful to him, in

formed us: Abu'l-Fa<;l.l Mul;1ammad ibn Isma'II al-Fu<;l.ayll 

informed us by my reading out to him in Herat: Abu 

Mu<;l.arr Mul;1allim ibn Isma'II ibn Mu<;l.arr ibn Isma'II a<;l.-
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I;:>abbI, informed us [someone] reading to him while I lis

tened, in 457 in Herat: Abu Sa'Id aI-KhalIl ibn Al;lmad ibn 

Mu}:lammad ibn aI-KhalIl ibn Musa ibn 'Abdullah the Qac;!I 

as-SijzI informed us [someone] reading to him at Herat 

while I listened: Abu'l-'Abbas Mu}:lammad ibn Is}:laq ibn 

IbrahIm ath-ThaqafI narrated to us: Abu Raja' Qutaybah 

ibn Sa'Id narrated to us: 'Abd al-'Azlz narrated to us from 

'Abdullah ibn 'Abd ar-Ra}:lman from Anas ibn Malik that 

the Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

"The excellence of 'A'ishah over women is like the ex

cellence of tharid (meat stew) over other food." 

This is a sound }:ladIth which al-BukharI related with an 

addition from Adam from Shu'bah from 'Amr ibn Murrah 

from his father from Abu Musa al-Ash'arI. Muslim related 

it also from Abu Bakr ibn AbI Shaybah from WakI' from 

Shu'bah. Razln related it in Majmu' aNiM.~. He added the 

following sentence to it: 

"Many men were perfect, but only four women were per

fect: Fatimah bint Mu}:lammad, Khadljah bint Khuwaylid, 

Asiyyah, the wife of Pharaoh, and Maryam ibn 'Imran." 

In this is a splendid merit for 'A'ishah because she is lik

ened to the best of the Arabs' food and that which is more 

nourishing than others. This is why it is said: 
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'Amr the noble crumbled thand for his people 

when the men of Makkah were lean from famine. 
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My uncle, the Imam and al-f.Iafi~, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us: Abu Bakr Mu}:lammad ibn al-f.Iusayn 

ibn 'All al-FaraQ.I al-Muqri' at Ibn al-Marzaql informed 
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us by my reading to him in Rajab 521: ash-SharIf Abu'l

Ghana'im 'Abd as-Samad ibn 'All ibn al-Ma'mun from 

Abu'l-Qasim 'Ubaydullah ibn Mui:lammad ibn Sulayman 

ibn Habbaba from Abu'l-Qasim 'Abdullah ibn Mui:lammad 

from Sulayman ibn Amr from Baqlyya from Yazld ibn 

Ayham from Yazld ibn Shurayh that 'A'ishah said: 

When the Messenger of Allah ~ was angry with 'A'ishah, 

he put his hand on his shoulder and said, "0 Allah, forgive 

her for her wrong action, remove the rage of her heart and 

give her refuge from the misguidings of trials." 

This is a ~asan fa~i~ i:laduh from Baqlyya ibn al-Walld. 

His words, "When he was angry with 'A'ishah" can be 

part of the words of the transmitter, and he had related it 

with the meaning of what he heard from her, and Allah 

knows best. 
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The trustworthy Shaykh Abu'I-Ma'alI 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd 

ar-Ral).man ibn ~abir informed us: ash-SharIf Abu'l-Qasim 

'All ibn IbrahIm al-J:IusaynI, the khatlb of Damascus in

formed us: Abu'l-J:Iusayn Mul).ammad ibn 'Abd ar-Ral).man 

ibn 'Uthman ~ informed us in 444 and said: it was read 

out to Qa<;lI Yasuf ibn al-Qasim ibn Yasuf al-MayanajI 

when I was present listening it was said to him: Aba Ya'la 

Al).mad ibn 'All ibn al-Muthanna al-Maw~ulI informed you: 

Aba Masa narrated to us: Sahl ibn J:Iammad Aba 'Attab 

ad-Dallal narrated to us: Mukhtar ibn Nafi' at-TamlmI 

narrated to us: Aba Hayyan [at-TaymI] narrated to me 

from his father from 'All ~ that he said, "The Messenger 

of Allah Ii!l told me: 

'May Allah have mercy on Aba Bakr. He married me 

to his daughter, took me to the Abode of Hijrah, and freed 

Bilal with his own property. May Allah have mercy on 

'Umar. He speaks the truth, even if it is bitter and the truth 

has left him without a friend. May Allah have mercy on 

'Uthman. The angels are shy before him. May Allah have 

mercy on 'AlI. 0 Allah, make the truth go wherever he 

goes.">7 

This is a ~asan fa~i~ l).adnh from the Amlr al-Mu'minln 

Abu'I-J:Iasan 'All ibn AbI Talib, the prominent warrior and 

27 At-Tirmidhl. 
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noble imam with noble qualities and high honour whose 

virtues are without number. He became Muslim before pu

berty. It is said that that he was ten years old but some say 

six and some say other things. He went out on the Day of 

Khaybar and the Prophet ~ gave him the banner and said, 

"I will give the banner tomorrow to a man who loves Allah 

and the Messenger, and whom Allah and His Messenger 

love."28 

He was murdered as a martyr in Rama<;lan 40 AH. 

This Q.adUh indicates the excellence of Abu Bakr ~. 

There is also in it the excellence of 'A'ishah because he 

[Abu Bakr] had a virtue because of her. Allah knows best. 

lfadith 25 
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My uncle, al-I:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us and said: Abu'l-Qasim al-I:Iusayn ibn 

'All ibn al-I:Iusayn al-QurashI, Abu'l-Fatl). al-Mukhtar ibn 

'Abd al-I:Iamld al-Busartiiyan, Abu'l-Mal).asin As'ad ibn 

'All ibn al-Muwaffaq and the Amlr Abu 'Amr Mul).ammad 

ibn Mul).ammad ibn al-Qasim al-QurashI informed us and 

said: Abu'I-I:Iasan 'Abd ar-Ral).man ibn Mul).ammad ibn 

al-Mu~affar ad-DawildI al-BusanjI informed us by it being 

read to him: Abu Mul).ammad 'Abdullah ibn Al).mad ibn 

I:Iamwayh as-SarakhsI informed us: Abu Isl).aq IbrahIm 

ibn Khuzaym ash-ShashI informed us: Abu Mul).ammad 

'Abd ibn I:Iumayd informed us: Mul).ammad ibn al-Fu<;layl 

narrated to me: I:Iammad ibn Salamah narrated to us from 

Thabit al-BunanI from Anas: 

That a Persian man was the Prophet's $ neighbour and 

that his broth had the most fragrant scent. He prepared 
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some food and then he went to the Prophet ~ and invited 

him while 'A'ishah was at his side. He indicated to him 

that he should come. The Prophet said, "And this one with 

me?" and he pointed to 'A'ishah but the man said "No." He 

pointed to him a second time and said, ''And this one with 

me?" "No," he said. Then he pointed to him and he said 

"Yes," and so 'A'ishah went. 29 

It is like that in the original. The mention of the third and 

the pointing to 'A'ishah is omitted, but it is unavoidable. 

This is a &asan l:J.adIth from Abo. I:Iarnzah Anas ibn 

Malik al-An~arI. 

This l:J.adIth could be about the time before the revela

tion of the Veil, while it is could be that it was after it, and 

that is more likely because he said, "He indicated to him," 

meaning that he did not come near him. If he did come 

near him, then 'A'ishah $, would have been covered. She 

was beside him, and he recognised her by him pointing to 

her. If this is the case, the Persian said "No" both times 

desiring to feed the Prophet ~ because it is transmitted, 

"Whoever eats with someone forgiven is forgiven." 

He wanted not to deny himself that and he was afraid 

that if she was with him, he would not be able to eat with 

him. It was not miserliness towards 'A'ishah. How could 

29 A similar J:tadlth is found in the $aI}iI; Muslim and in an-Nasa'!. 
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one think that, when they used to aim to send their gifts on 

the day of'A.'ishah, as already stated, to seek his pleasure? 

When the Persian learned of his seriousness in having her 

eat with him, he gave him permission the third time so that 

he would not be denied the blessing of the Messenger of 

Allah ll!l eating his food. Allah knows best. 

It is related from another route: "A tailor invited him and 

went before him and the Prophet ll!l and 'A'ishah followed 

him. When they reached the door, he asked, "And the one 

who is with me, and it is 'A'ishah?" "Yes," he answered. 

Infiqh it contains the permission to make an exclusion 

in the invitation and to bring someone else along. Allah 

knows best. 
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My uncle, the I,Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim 'All, may Allah be merci

ful to him, informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-Faraw'i informed 

us: Abu'I-I,Iusayn al-Faris'i informed us: Mul}.ammad ibn 

'Amrawayh al:Jalud'i informed us: Abu Isl}.aq ibn Sufyan 

informed us: Muslim ibn al-I,Iajjaj narrated to us: Zuhayr 

ibn I,Iarb narrated to us: Rawl}. ibn 'Ubadah narrated to us: 

Zakariyya ibn Isl}.aq narrated to us: Abu'z-Zubayr narrated 

to us fromJabir ibn 'Abdullah that he said: 

"Abu Bakr ~ came and asked permission to visit the 

Messenger of Allah ~ and he found some people sitting 

at his door and none of them had been given permission 

to enter." He said, "Abu Bakr was given permission and 

entered. Then 'Umar came and asked for permission to 

enter and was given it. He found the Prophet ~ sitting sad 
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and silent with his wives around him." He said, "He said, 'I 

will say something to make the Prophet ~ laugh.' He said, 

'Messenger of Allah, if only you had seen the daughter of 

Kharija when she asked me for maintenance and 1 went 

to her and slapped her neck.' The Messenger of Allah ~ 

smiled and said, 'They are around me as you see, asking for 

maintenance.' Abu Bakr ~ went to 'A'ishah and slapped 

her neck and 'Vmar went to I:Iaf~ah and slapped her neck, 

both of them saying, 'Do you ask the Messenger of Allah ~ 

for what he does not have?' They said, 'By Allah, we never 

ask the Messenger of Allah ~ for anything which he does 

not have!' Then he withdrew from them for a month or 

twenty-nine days. Then this ayah was revealed to him: '0 

Prophet, tellyour wives . .. ' to ' ... there is an immense rewardfor 

those amongyou who are good-doers.' (33:28-29)" 

He said, "He began with 'A'ishah and said, "A'ishah, 

1 want to present you a matter which I do not want you 

to be hasty about until you have consulted your parents.' 

She asked, 'What is it, Messenger of Allah?' He recited 

this ayah to her. She said, "Messenger of Allah, will 1 con

sult my parents about you? Rather 1 choose Allah and His 

Messenger and the Last Abode. 1 ask you not to tell any of 

your wives what 1 said.' He said, 'None of them will ask me 

but that 1 will tell them. Allah has not sent me to be harsh 
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nor to cause trouble, but He sent me to teach and make 

things easy.'" 

This is a Ja~'i~ l;taduh whose soundness is agreed upon. 

Al-BukharI related it in his $a#~ in an abridged form 

from Abu'l-Yaman from Shu'ayb from az-ZuhrI from Abu 

Salamah ibn 'Abd ar-Ral;tman from 'A'ishah. Muslim re

lated it in his $a~'i~ as I have it from the l;taduh ofJabir ibn 

'Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn I:Iaram, Abu 'Abdullah al-An~arI. 

Their choosing the Prophet ~ along with the constric

tion of their means ofliving indicates their excellence and 

success, and putting 'A'ishah first indicates that his love for 

her was stronger than for others. Allah knows best. 

I;IAF~AH BINT 'UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB ~ 

lfad'ith 27 
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My uncle al-l:Iafi? Abu'l-Qasim, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us: Abu'l-A'azz Qaratkln ibn al-As'ad 

informed us: Abu MuJ:tammad al:JawharI informed us: 

Abu'l-Qasim 'Abd al-'Azlz ibn Ja'far ibn MuJ:tammad in

formed us: al-BaghandI narrated to us: MuJ:tammad ibn 

Thawab al-HabarI narrated to us: MuJ:tammad ibn Bishr 

narrated to us: Sa'Id ibn AbI 'Arubah narrated to us from 

Qatadah from Anas ibn Malik: 

That the Prophet ~ divorced l:Iaf~ah andJibrIl came to 
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him and said, "Allah gives you the greeting of peace and 

says, 'She is your wife in this world and the Next, so take 

her back."'30 

This is a ~asan l)adnh from Qatadah Abu'l-Khanab ibn 

Du'amah ibn Qatadah. and it has been transmitted from 

him as a mawquf and he did not mention Anas. Ibn Sa'd 

said in his Tabaqat: 

Sa'Id ibn 'Amir narrated to us from Sa'Id ibn AbI 

'Arubah that Qatadah said: 

"The Messenger of Allah ~ divorced l:Iaf~ah, andJibrII 

came to him and said, 'Mul)ammad, take l:Iaf~ah back,' 

or he said, 'Do not divorce l:Iaf~ah. She fasts and prays at 

night. She is one of your wives in the Garden.'" 

Even if this is mursal, it is only said as a mawqiJfbecause 

it is reported from JibrII, and no one is aware of that or 

knows it except by being informed by the Prophet ~. 

UMM SALAMAH HIND ~ 

30 Al-Tabaranl, al-AwJa!. 
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My uncle the Imam and 1:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful to 

him, informed me: Abo. Bakr Mu1).ammad ibn 'Abd al-BaqI 

al-Bazzaz, may Allah be merciful to him, informed us: al-
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JawharI informed us: Abu 'Amr ibn I:Iayawayh informed us: 

A4mad ibn Ma'rufinformed us: al-I:Iusayn ibn al-Fahm in

formed us: Ibn Sa'd, the scribe of al-WaqidI, informed us: 

Abu Usamah informed us from 'Awfibn AbIJamIlah from 

Abu'l-Mu'dil 'Atiyyah at-TufawI from his mother who said: 

Umm Salamah informed me and she said: 

"While the Messenger of Allah lif; was in my house one 

day, the servant came and said, ''All and Fatimah are at 

the door.' He said to me, 'Withdraw,' and I withdrew to a 

corner of the house. 'All and Fatimah entered with I:Iasan 

and I:Iusayn who were young children. He took I:Iasan 

and I:Iusayn and sat them in his lap and embraced 'All and 

brought him to him and took Fatimah with his other arm 

and embraced them both and kissed them. He draped a 

black cloak (khamf~ah) over them and said, "0 Allah, to 

You, not to the Fire, both myself and my family!' Umm 

Salamah said, 'And I, Messenger of Allah?' He said, 'And 

you.'" 

This is a ~a~f~ J:taduh, and it is related in abridged form 

in $a~f~ Muslim, may Allah be merciful to him. 

The word "aghdaqa" means "to drap over". A "kham'4ah" 

is a square black garment with two borders. It is said that if 

it does not have the two borders, then it is not a khamf~ah. 

Part of it is in the J:tadIth of'A'ishah ~ about his the death 
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of the Prophet ~. It is related by another route in which he 

said, "You are part of my family." Allah knows best. 

JUWAYRIYAH BINT AL-I:IARITH ~ 

ijadfth 29 
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My uncle the J:Iafi?, may Allah be merciful to him, in

formed us and said: I read to Abu Ghalib ibn al-Banna 

from Abu Mul;1ammad al:JawharI: Ibn J:Iayawayh in

formed us: Al;1mad ibn Ma'rufinformed us: al-J:Iusayn ibn 

al-Fahm informed us: Mul;1ammad ibn Sa'd narrated to us: 

'Abdullah ibnJa'far ar-RaqqI informed us: 'Ubaydullah ibn 

'Amr narrated to us from Ayyub from Abu Qjlabah: 

That the Prophet Ii> capturedJuwayriyah bint al-J:Iarith 

and her father came to the Prophet Ii> and said, "Someone 

like my daughter is not kept as a captive. I am too noble for 

that. Let her go." He said, "Do you think that we should 

give her a choice? Would we not then have done well?" He 

answered, "Indeed, and I will pay you what you owe." Her 

father went to her and said, "This man has given you a 

choice. Do not disgrace us." She said, "I have chosen the 

Messenger of Allah Ii>." He said, "By Allah, you have dis

graced US!"31 

This is a sound mursal l;1aduh from Abu Qjlabah 

'Abdullah Zayd ibn 'Amr al-AzdI al-Ba~rI~. 

The fact that she put the Prophet Ii> before her family 

31 Ibn 'Asillr in Tiirik/z Dimashq and Ibn Sa'd in al-T ahaqii!. 
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is evidence of her good fortune and excellence. It is trans

mitted that the Prophet Ji; that he set free a hundred of her 

people because of her. That is her honour. 

ZAYNAB BINT JAI;ISH ~ 

lfadfth30 

- ~c.:.':JL, ~...ul L;.' ":\; WI 11;t,;J1 '~'11 ,v lJ--:f '~;'.' )~r:-: Yo, i~~~ 

With the [same] isniid [as a previous l;tadIth] my uncle Imam 
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al-J:Iafi? Abu'l-Qasim 'All, may Allah be merciful to him, 

informed us: Ibn Sa'd informed us: 'Abdullah ibn 'Amir al

Aslaml narrated to me from Mu\:tammad ibn Ya\:tya ibn 

J:Iibban who said: the Messenger of Allah ~ says: 

"Who will go to Zaynab to give her the good news 

that Allah has married her to me from Heaven?" The 

Messenger of Allah ~ recited, "When you said to him whom 

Allah has blessed and you yourself greatly honoured, 'Keep your 

wifi'· .. " (33:37) 

This is a basan \:tadHh from Mu\:tammad ibn Ya\:tya ibn 

J:Iibban Abu 'Abdullah al-An~arl al-Mazinl al-Madlnl who 

listened to Anas ibn Malik, 'Amr ibn Wasi' and al-Nraj. 

Ya\:tya ibn Sa'ld al-An~arl, Rablah ibn Malik and al-Layth 

ibn Sa'd related from him. He died in Madlnah in 121 and 

lived to the age of 74. 

ljadfth31 
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Ibn Sa'd narrated to us with an isniid: Mul:Iammad ibn 

'Umar narrated to us: Musa ibn Mul:Iammad ibn 'Abd ar

Ral:Iman ibn 'Abdullah ibn J:Iarithah ibn an-Nu'man nar

rated to us from his father from his mother 'Amrah that 

'A'ishah said: 

"May Allah have mercy on Zaynab bintJal:Ish who ob

tained unsurpassed honour in this world: Allah married 

her to his Prophet in this world and the Qur'an spoke of it. 

The Messenger of Allah. said to us while we were around 
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him, 'The quickest of you to join me will be the one of you 

with the longest arms32
.' The Messenger of Allah ~ gave 

her the good news that she would quickly join him, and 

that she would be his wife in the Garden."33 

This is a &asan l).adnh from the Umm al-Mu'minln 

'A'ishah "'.34 

It is related as "the one of you with the longest hand". 

She said, "We used to measure our hands. When Zaynab 

died, we recognised that he meant Jadaqah."35 

All of that I have with isniid. It is said that Sawdah is the 

one who died after him and the prayer to join him quickly 

was for her, although this is more famous and clearer. 

Her words, "She is his wife in the next World" can only 

be said because she heard it from the Prophet ~. This 

l).adnh contains evidence of his truthfulness and miracles 

since he reported what had not occurred as he reported 

in respect of Fatimah ,., [that she would join quickly in 

death). 

32 bit the arms, means the distance between the fingertips of the hands of the 

two outstretched arms. 

33 Ibn 'Asakir in Tiirikh Dimashq and Ibn Sa'd in a{-Tabaqiit. 

34 Musnad Ai.lmad. 

35 Muslim. 
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Jfadfth 32 
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My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful to 

him, informed us and he said: Abu Bakr al-Fara<;lI informed 

us: Abu Mu1}.ammad al:JawharI informed us: Mu1}.ammad 

ibn al-'Abbas al-Khazzaz informed us: 'Abd al-Wahhab ibn 

AbI I:Iayyah narrated to us: Mu1}.ammad ibn Shujja' ath

ThaljI narrated to us: Mu1}.ammad ibn 'Umar al-WaqidI 

narrated to us: Ibn AbI Sabrah narrated to me from Abu 

I:Iarmalah from his sister Umm 'Abdullah bint Abi'l

Qayyin al-MuzanI who said: 

"I used to be friendly with $afiyyah among the wives 

of the Prophet ~. She used to tell me about her people 

and what she used to hear from them. She said, 'When 

the Messenger of Allah ~ exiled us, we left and stayed in 

Khaybar. Kinanah ibn Abi'I-I:Iuqayq married me, and he 
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laid on a wedding feast for me a few days before the ar

rival of the Messenger of Allah ~. A camel was slaugh

tered and the Jews were invited, and I was moved to his 

fort at Sulalim. I dreamt that there was moon which came 

from Yathrib and travelled until it fell into my lap. I men

tioned that to Kinanah, my husband, and he slapped my 

eye which was greenish from bruising. The Messenger of 

Allah ~ looked at it when I was brought to him and asked 

me about it and so I told him.' 

"She continued, 'The Jews began to put their depend

ants at al-Katrbah and stripped the forts of an-Natah in 

preparation for fighting. When the Messenger of Allah ~ 

arrived at Khaybar and conquered the forts of an-Natah, 

Kinanah came to me and said, "Mul).ammad has finished 

with the people of an-Natah and there is no one to fight. 

The Jews are killed when the people of an-Natah are killed. 

The desert Arabs have denied us." So he sent me to the 

fortress of an-Nazzaz at ash-Shaqq.' She said, 'It was the 

most fortified place we had. He went out to enter me there 

along with my uncle's daughter and some women, but the 

Messenger of Allah ~ was making for al-KaUbah and I was 

captured at an-Nazzaz before the Prophet ~ reached al

KaUbah. He sent me to his lodgings and then came in the 

evening and called me. I came and was veiled and shy. I sat 
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before him and he said, "If you keep your religion, I will not 

force you. If you choose Islam and His Messenger, it is bet

ter for you." I answered, "I choose Allah and His Messenger 

and Islam." So the Messenger of lilJ set me free and he mar

ried me. He made my emancipation my bride price. 

'''When he wanted to go to Madlnah, his Companions 

said, "Today we will know whether she is a wife or a con

cubine. If she is a wife, he will veil here. Otherwise she is 

a concubine." When he left, he gave an order for a cover 

and so I was covered and so it was known that I was a wife. 

Then he went to his camel, and put out his thigh for me to 

step on and I thought that was terrible and put my thigh 

over his thigh. Then I mounted. 

"'I used to be the object of comments made by his wives, 

who put themselves above me and said, "Daughter of a 

Jew." I saw that the Messenger of Allah lilJ was kind to me 

and respected me. One day he came while I was crying 

and asked, "What is wrong?" I answered, "Your wives put 

themselves above me and call me the daughter of aJew." I 

saw the Messenger of Allah lilJ become angry and then he 

said, "If they speak to you or boast over you, then say, 'My 

father was HaIiin and my uncle was Musa.""" 

This is a ~abfb basan l)adnh. Al-BukharI transmitted the 

story of his marrying her, the veil being imposed on her 
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and her mounting up on his leg from 'Abd al-Ghaffar and 

from Alfmad ibn 'Isa from the q,aduh of Ya'qub ibn 'Abd 

ar-Raq,man from the q,adith of Anas ibn Malik~, Abu 'Isa 
at-Tirmidhi transmitted the end of this q,aduh in his Jiimi' 
from 'Abd ibn 1:Iumayd al-Kashshi~, 

Her excellence is clear because he became angry for 

her sake and let her step on his thigh, and the fact that 

he ascribed her to the prophets, the blessings of Allah be 

upon them, 
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My uncle Imam al-J:Iafi~ informed me and said: I read 

to Abu Ghalib ibn al-Banna from Abu Mul}.ammad al

Jawhan: Ibn J:Iayawayh informed us: Ibn Ma'ruf informed 

us: Ibn al-Fahm narrated to us: Ibn Sa'd narrated to us: 

Usamah ibn Zayd narrated to me from his father from 'Ata' 

ibn Yasar who said: 

"When the Messenger of Allah ~ came from Khaybar 

with ~afiyyah, he lodged her in the house of J:Iarithah ibn 

an-Nu'man. The women of the An~ar heard about her and 

her beauty, so they went to see her. 'A'ishah came veiled 

and went into to visit her and he recognised her. When she 

went out, the Messenger of Allah ~ came out after her and 

asked, 'What did you think of her, 'A'ishah?' She replied, 

'I saw aJewess.' He said, 'Do not say this, 'A'ishah for she 

became Muslim and is a good Muslim.'" 

This is a ~asan l}.adnh from Abu Mul}.ammad 'Ata' ibn 
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Yasar, who was the mawla of Mayrmlnah bint al-I:Iarith, 

the wife of the Prophet ~, one of the esteemed Tabi'iin 

and great mubaddithiin. He listened to Abu Hurayrah, Ibn 

'Abbas and others, ~. 

The evidence of her excellence is found in his words, 

"She is a good Muslim," and the fact that he disliked to 

mention her with what annoy her. Allah knows best. 

MAYMUNAH BINT AL-I;IA.RITH ~ 
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She gave herself to the Prophet Ii. and the if:yah "and any 

mu'min woman [who gives herself to the Prophet}" (33:50) was 

revealed about her, 

My uncle the J:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful to him, in

formed us: Abu'I-J:Iusayn Mu}:lammad ibn Mu}:lammad 

ibn aI-Farra' and Abu Ghalib A}:lmad and 'Abu 'Abdullah 

Ya}:lya, the sons of Ibn al-Banna, informed us and they 

said: JaTar ibn Mu}:lammad ibn A}:lmad al-Mu'addil in

formed us: Abu Tahir Mu}:lammad ibn 'Abd ar-Ra}:lman 

al-Mukhalli~: A}:lmad ibn Sulayman ibn Dawl1d at-TusI in

formed us: az-Zubayr ibn Bakkar narrated to us: IbrahIm 

ibn J:Iamzah az-ZubayrI narrated to me from 'Abd al-'AzIz 

ibn Mu}:lammad ad-DarawardI from IbrahIm ibn 'Uqbah, 

the brother of Musa ibn 'Uqbah, from Kurayb, the mawlii 
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of 'Abdullah ibn al-'Abbas from 'Abdullah ibn al-'Abbas 

who said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

"The four sisters: MaYIllIlnah, Umm al-Fac;ll, Salma 

and Asma' bint 'Umays are sisters from one mother, 

believers."36 

He said, "Some of our colleagues omit the word 'believ

ers' from this l;1adIth." 

This is a basan l;1adIth from Kurayb's l;1adIth. He has 

many l;1adIths which the Imams transmitted in the $abib 

collections. An-Nasa'I related this l;1adIth from 'Amr ibn 

Man~iir an-Nasa'! from 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab 

from ad-DarawardI. 

This is what is feasible to collect in respect of each of 

them individually. 

WHAT HAS BEEN NARRATED ABOUT 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THEM ALL 

Allah, exalted is He, says "Wives qfthe Prophet,you are not like 

other women." (33:32) 

36 Ibn 'Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq, Ibn l:Iajar in al-Ifiihah. 
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My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim 'All, may 

Allah be merciful to him, informed us: Abu'l-Qasim Isma'II 

ibn A}:lmad ibn 'Umar ibn al-Ash'ath and Abu'I-I:Iasan ibn 

al-Mubarak informed us and they both said: Abu'I-I:Iusayn 

A}:lmad ibn Mul)ammad ibn an-Naql1r informed us: Abu'l

Qasim 'Is a ibn 'All ibn al-Jarral) the Wazlr informed us: 

'Abdullah ibn Mul)ammad al-Baghawi narrated to us: 

Man~l1r ibn AbI Muzal)am narrated to us: IbrahIm ibn 

Sa'd narrated to us from Ibn Isl)aq from Mul)ammad ibn 

'Abd ar-Ral)man ibn 'Abdullah ibn I:Iu~ayn from 'Awf ibn 

al-I:Iarith from Umm Salamah ~ that she said: 

"I heard the Prophet l3 say to his wives: 'The one who 

gives to you after me without any thought of requital of 

compensation is the truthful one who is dutiful. 0 Allah, 

give 'Abd ar-Ral)man ibn 'Awf to drink from the SalsabII 

of the Garden!'''37 

IbrahIm said, "One of our family from the children 

of 'Abd ar-Ral)man told me that 'Abd ar-Ral)man sold his 

property at Kaydamah, which was his share from the Banl1 

an-Na<;lIr, for 40,000 dinars and divided it among the wives 

of the Prophet 13." 

This is a gharfb l)aduh from 'Awf ibn al-I:Iarith Abu't-

37 Al.Imad in al-Musnad, and Ibn Sa'd in a!-Tabaqiit. 
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Tufayl aI-MadanI from Umm Salamah, the wife of the 

Prophet li'tl. Mu}:lammad ibn Is}:laq ibn Yasar alone has it 

from Mu}:lammad ibn 'Abd ar-Ra}:lman at-TamImI. It is 

related by a shorter route from IbrahIm ibn Sa'd from him 

and Allah knows best. 

He is called dutiful because they are the Mothers of 

the Believers, and so it is as if he was dutiful to his own 

mother. 
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The shaykh and Imam, the Zahid (who did without the 

world) ~adr ad-DIn, the Shaykh of shaykhs, Abu'I-Qasim 

'Abd ar-RaQ.lm ibn Isma'II ibn AbI Sa'd a~-~ufI and Shaykh 

Imam Abu AQ.mad 'Abd al-Wahhab ibn 'All ibn al-Amln 

informed us and both said: Abu'I-Qasim Hibatullah 

ibn aI-I:Iu~ayn informed us: Abu Talib MuQ.ammad 

ibn MuQ.ammad ibn Ghaylan informed us: Abu Bakr 
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Mui).ammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn IbrahIm ash-Shafi'I in

formed us: Isi).aq ibn Maymun al-I:IarbI narrated to us: 

Abu Ghassan narrated to us: Fu<;layl narrated to us from 

'Atiyyah from Abu Sa'Id al-KhudrI from Umm Salamah ~ 

that she said: 

"This ayah was revealed in my room: 'Allah wants to re

move all impurity from you, People rf the House and to purify you 

completelY.' (33:33). I asked, 'Messenger of Allah, am I not 

one of the People of the House?' He replied, 'You have bet

ter. You are one of the wives of the Messenger of Allah.'" 

She said, "And the People of the House are the Messenger 

of Allah~, 'All, Fatimah, al-I:Iasan and al-I:Iusayn ~." 

This is a sound i).aduh. It is related by another route 

without mention of Umm Salamah. "I said, 'Messenger of 

Allah!'" Abu Sa'Id Sa'd ibn Malik ibn Sinan al-KhudrI re

lated it. He accompanied the Prophet~, and many related 

from him. Ibn 'Umar, jabir ibn 'Abdullah, Abu Salamah, 

Abu'~-$alii)., 'Ubaydullah ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Utbah, 

I:Iumayd ibn 'Abd ar-Rai).man and 'Ata' ibn Yasar related 

from him. He died in 74 AH. 

This is comprised under the transmission of a 

Companion from a Companion. 

Her word, "And the People of the House," being those 

she mentioned indicate those who were present in the house 



The Excellence of Them All 

at that time. Otherwise it is the family of the Messenger of 

Allah, may Allah bless him and all of them, who are the 

People of his House, and the ayah was revealed about those 

who were especially mentioned. Allah knows best. 

lfadith37 

159 



Al-Arba'zn 
.,; oJ -;: It (I / .,...., 

'I '. I;' . '~I\ I" "'I "I ", "" "I "' '-I:. <I..,r:- y-- '-I:. .:.2';- ~ ~~ ~ ,j-> ~~ ..u. 

.'''' illl ,"<....Ju. ~J i.r;, 

~~~~ ~~j ,~s.:.fj ~~f qJJ J; 1J~ ~~II1; ~j 
.~I;.filll'.~ '. ;, 1'~lS11 G..h .. 
\ J ~Y' Y ~"; 

Al-I:Iajjah Umm j\bdullah Asma' and al-I:Iajjah Umm 

Mul;tammad, the daughters ofShaykh al-AmInAbu'l-Barakat 

Mul;tammad ibn al-l:Iasan ibn Tahir known as Ibn ar-Rann 

informed us and they both said: our maternal grandfather, 

Qa9i az-ZakJ: Abu'I-Mufa<;l<;lal Yal;tya ibn j\lI ibn j\bd al

j\zIz al-QurashI informed us: thefaq'ih, Shaykh Abu'l-Qasim 

j\lI ibn Mul;tammad ibn j\lI ibn al-Ma~I~I informed us say

ing: ~ Abu'I-l:Iasan j\lI ibn Al;tmad ibn Mul;tammad ibn 

Dawild ar-Razzaz was read to in his shop in Sha'ban 417 

while I was present listening to him. It was said to him: Abu 

j\mr 'Uthman ibn Al:tmad ibn j\bdullah ad-Daqqaq, known 

as Ibn as-Sammak, narrated to you by dictation in 413 AH: 

Isl;taq ibn IbrahIm al:JabalI narrated to us: Na~r ibn I:IarIsh 

narrated to us: Abu Sahl Muslim al-KhurasanI narrated to 

us from Yunus ibn AbI Isl;taq from al-I:Iarith from j\lI who 

said: "The Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

'He will not enter the Fire who allied himself to me 

through marriage or to whom I ally myself through mar

riage.'" 
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This is a ~asan J:!adIth from the Amlr al-Mu'minln 

Abu'I-I:Iasan 'All ibn AbI Talib. This J:!adIth contains an in

dication of the excellence of his brothers-in-law and sons

in-law. This testifies that they will enter the Garden since 

they were believers. Allah knows best. 
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My teacher, the Imam and scholar Qutb ad-DIn, may 

Allah be merciful to him, informed us: Abu Mulfammad 

'Abd al-Jabbar al-BayhaqI informed us: Abu Bakr Alfmad 

ibn aH:lusayn al-BayhaqI al-I:Iafi?, may Allah be merci

ful to him, informed us: Abu 'Abdullah al-I:Iafi? informed 

us: Abu Sa'Id Alfmad ibn Mulfammad ibn 'Amr Al-AlfmasI 

informed me: al-I:Iusayn ibn I:Iumayd ibn ar-RabI' al

LakhmI narrated to us: 'Abdullah ibn AbI Ziyad narrated 

to us: Sayyar ibn I:Iatim narrated to us: 'Abd al-Walfid ibn 

Sulayman al-I:IarithI narrated to us: al-I:Iasan ibn 'All nar

rated to us from Mulfammad ibn 'All who said: 

"Three days before the Messenger of Allah ~ died,Jibnl 
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~\ descended to him and said, 'Mul,lammad, Allah has sent 

me to you out of honour for you, preference for you, and to 

you in particular. He asks you about that which He knows 

better than you do. He said, "How do you feel?'" He said, 

'I feel sorrowful, JibrIl. I feel distressed, JibrIl.' On the sec

ond day, Jibrll ~\descended and asked the same question 

and he said, 'I feel sorrowful,JibrIl. I feel distressed,JibrIl.' 

On the third day,Jibrll descended to him with the Angel of 

Death and they were accompanied by an angel in the air 

called Isma'Il with authority over 70,000 angels, each an

gel of them having authority over 70,000 angels." He said, 

'Jibrll went ahead of them to him and said, 'Al,lmad, Allah 

has sent me to you out of honour for you, preference for 

you, and to you in particular. He asks you about that which 

He knows better than you do. He says, "How do you feel?'" 

He replied, 'I feel sorrowful,JibrIl. I feel grieved,JibrIl.'" 

He said, "The angel of death asked permission to en

ter at the door andJibrIl said to him, 'Al,lmad, this is the 

Angel of Death who asks permission to visit you, and he 

has not asked permission of anyone before you and he will 

not ask permission of any human being after you.' He said, 

'Give him permission,Jibrll,' He [the Angel of Death] said, 

'Peace be upon you, Al,lmad. Allah has sent me to you and 

commanded me to obey you in whatever you command 

me to do. If you command me to take your soul, I will 
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take it. If you command me to leave it, I will leave it.' He 

said, 'Will you do that, Angel of Death?' 'Yes,' he answered, 

'that is what I have been commanded.' JibrII said, 'Al).mad, 

Allah yearns to meet you.' He said, 'Angel of Death, do 

what you are commanded.' Someone came to them whose 

sound they could faintly hear although they did not see his 

person. He said, 'Peace be upon you, people of the House, 

and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. Truly, in Allah 

there is a replacement for everyone who dies, consolation 

for every disaster and attainment of everything missed. 

Then in Allah put your trust, and hope for Him. The one 

who is truly afflicted is the one who is denied reward."38 

This is a mursal ~asan I}aduh. 

It contains evidence of their [the wives] excellence, be

cause the fact that the angels greeted them and consoled 

them is a sign of their honour. It is transmitted that one of his 

wives was present at his death. That is why 'A'ishah said: 

"When the Messenger of Allah $ died, I sent for Abu 

Bakr who was at as-Sanl} (a place), and I:Iaf~ah sent for 

'Vmar ibn al-Khanab ... " 

It is transmitted from her in another l}adIth: 

"No one but me and the angels, the blessings of Allah be 

upon them, witnessed his death." 

38 Al-Bayhaqi. Dalii'il an-nubuwwah. 
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If the isnad of this 1}.aduh is sound, his words "Allah 

yearns for you" means "He wants to meet you", that is to 

return you from this world to the Next World, to increase 

you in nearness and honour. Allah knows best. 

lfadtth 39 
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~~~~~~ ;~Ij ~~~ ~~I ..t ~;.;s- ~~[;.r ':":)jj ,lij 

.~~I;j 

My uncle, al-I:Iafi~ Abu'l-Qasim 'AlI, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed me: ash-SharIf Abu'l-Qasim al-I:IusaynI 

informed us: Qac;lI Abu Mul).ammad 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd ar

Ral).man ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'All ibn Abi'l-'Aja'iz informed 

us: his father narrated to me: Abu Bakr Mul).ammad ibn 

Sulayrnan ibn Yusuf ibn Ya'qub ar-Ribl informed us: Abu 

Bakr and Abu'l-Qasim Mul).ammad and 'Amir, the two sons 

of Khurayrn ibn Mul).ammad narrated to us and they both 

said: Abu 'Abd aI-GhanI al-I:Iasan ibn 'All ibn 'Isa al-AzdI 

informed us: 'Abd ar-Razzaq ibn Hammam narrated to us: 

ibrahim ibn Mul).ammad al-AslamI informed us from Dawild 

ibn al-I:Iu~ayn from 'Ikrimah ibn Khalid from 'All ibn AbI 

Talib ~ who said: "The Messenger of Allah ~ said: 

'The best of you is the best of you to his family and I am 

of the best of you to my family, and only the noble honour 

women and only the ignoble humiliate them."39 

This is a ghanb l).aduh from the l).aduh of Dawild ibn 

al-I:Iu~ayn from 'Ikrimah ibn Khalid al-MakhzumI. We do 

not know anyone other than ibrahIm ibn Mul).ammad ibn 

39 At-Tirmidhl, Ibn Majah, al-BayhaqI in as-Sunan, al-Tabaranl in al-Kabir 
and Majma' az-zawa'id, and Ibn I;Iibban. 
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AbI Yal;1ya al-AslamI who related it. It is only written from 

him by this route. 

Many l;1aduhs have some about advice about women 

and the command to guard and preserve them. 

Jfaduh 40 

13'"':\ - u:L: .. :.lJ1 ~ ~ Ii 13'"':\ - ~I ~' ~~I ,.' 13'"':\ .rf> •. ., .r.rf> , J, ~.rf> 
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My uncle, the Imam and I:Iafi~, may Allah be merciful 

to him, informed us: ash-SharIf also informed us: Abu'l

Qasim 'All ibn Yal:J.ya as-SulamI as-SamlsatI informed us: 

'Abd al-Wahhab ibn al-I:Iasan informed us: Al:J.mad ibn 

'Umayr ibn Yusuf ibnJaw~a informed us: Yunus ibn 'Abd 

al-A'la narrated to us: Ibn Wahb informed us and said: 

Malik narrated to me from 'Abdullah ibn AbI Bakr ibn 
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Mu}:!ammad ibn 'Arnr ibn 1:Iazm from his father from 'Arnr 

ibn Sulaym az-ZuraqI that he said: Abu 1:Iumayd a~-~a'idI 

informed me that they said: 

"Messenger of Allah, how should one ask for blessings on 

you?" The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Say: '0 Allah, bless 

Mu}:!ammad and his wives and descendants as You blessed 

the family of IbrahIm, and continue to bless Mu}:!ammad 

and his wives and descendants as You continued to bless 

the family oflbrahIm. You are Praiseworthy, Glorious.'" 

This is a sound }:!adIth from Abu 1:Iumayd 'Abd ar

Ra}:!man ibn Sa'd ibn al-Mundhir who was a companion. 

Al-BukharI related it in his .$abfb from 'Abdullah ibn Yusuf 

at-TinnIsI and 'Abdullah ibn Maslamah al-Qa'nabI from 

Malik. Muslim related it from Mu}:!ammad ibn 'Abdullah 

ibn Numayr from Raw}:! and 'Abdullah ibn Nafi' and from 

Is}:!aq ibn IbrahIm from Raw}:! ibn 'Ubadah, both from 

Malik. Allah knows best. 

This is what was feasible to collect on the virtues of the 

Mothers of the Believers. There are numerous }:!aduhs trans

mitted about the excellence of his family, but they disagree 

about whether his wives are his family or not. 

I have narrated one }:!aduh from the two .$abfb Collections 
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seeking blessing by that, even if the masters of the art do not 

use it frequently, but what is meant is the text of the l:ladith, 

nothing else. 

I ask Allah, the Immense, for success in every word and 

deed, and to bless Mul:lammad and all his family and to 

be pleased with the imams of the din and the leaders of the 

Muslims. He is Generous, Noble and Allah is enough for us 

and the best Protector. 

THE READING TO THE COMPILER IN THE 

ENCLOSURE OF THE COMPANIONS IN THE 

JUMU'AH MOSQUE OF DAMASCUS 

I read out all of this forty to their compiler the Shaykh and 

faqih, Imam and active 'iilim, the one who did without the 

world, the Mufti of Sham, the Fakhr ad-DIn Abu Man~ur 

'Abd ar-Ral:lman ibn Mul:lammad ibn al-J:Iasan ash-Shafi'I 

may Allah reward him with the Garden. 'Izz ad-DIn Abu 

Mul:lammad 'Abd al-'AzIz ibn 'Vthman ibn AbI Tahir al

IrbilI heard them, as did Taj ad-DIn Mul:lammad ibnJamII 

ibn Zayd al-Khallap, Mul:lammad and Yal:lya the two sons 

ofTamam ibn Yal:lya the son of the AmIr 'Abbas al-J:IimyarI, 

'Abd al-Wal:lid ibn 'Abd as-Sayyid ibn Barakat al-MaqdisI, 

Abu Bakr and 'Vmar the two sons of'Abd al-Khaliq ibn AbI 

Bakr the mu'adhdhin at ar-Rima}:layn mosque and my brother 

Abu'l-Fa<;ll Sulayman. 
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Abu Bakr ibn Mul,lammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Al,lmad 

Khalaf al-Balkhi wrote it down, may Allah grant him success. 

Those who heard it from the first volume to the last l,laduh 

were twenty in number: Abu Bakr Mul,lammad the son of the 

Imam Taqi ad-Din Abi Tahir Isma'il ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Abd 

al-Mul,lsin al-An~ari al-Anmap, Abu'l-Ma'ali 'Abdullah ibn 

Mul,lammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn $abir as-Sulami. Abu 'Abd 

aI-Latif ibn al-J:Iasan ibn Mul,lammad ibn al-J:Iasan ash

Shafi'i heard from the beginning of l,laduh number twenty

one to the end of the volume. That was in two sittings the 

second of which was on Monday the 9th of Rajab 615 AH in 

the enclosure of the Companions in the Jumu'ah mosque of 

Damascus. And praise belongs to Allah alone, and His bless

ings on our Master Mul,lammad and his family. 

Then that was followed by the confirmation of the au

thor of what had been transmitted by his saying and in his 

handwriting: that is ~a~f~. 'Abd ar-Ral,lman ibn Mul,lammad 

ibn al-J:Iasan ash-Shafi'i wrote it with its date. 

READING OUT TO SHAYKH IBRAHIM THE SON OF 

SHAYKH 'IZZ AD-DIN IBN 'ABD AS-SALAM IN THE 

JUMU'AH MOSQUE OF AT-TAW BAH IN DAMASCUS 

I read out all of these forty to our Shaykh, the Imam and 

'iilim, the complete, foremost, most unique, the support and 
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fully realised Shams ad-DIn Abu Tahir IbrahIm the son 

of the Shaykh and Imam, the foremost of Sham, the 'alim, 

foremost and perfect Mufti of the two groups 'Izz ad-DIn 

Abu Mul:Iammad ibn 'Abd al-'AzIz the son of the Shaykh 

and Imam 'Abd as-Salam, may Allah reward him with the 

Garden for his audition. The great jaqih, the eminent and 

foremost man of the din Abu Dawl1d Sulayman son of the 

Shaykh and Imam, l:Iafi~ Jamal ad-DIn Abu 'Abdullah 

Mul:Iammad ibn 'Abd al-l:Iaqq ibn Khalaf al-l:IanbalI and 

the greatjaqih, the 'alim MunIr ad-DIn Abu'l-'Abbas Al:Imad 

ibn AbI Bakr ibn 'Abd ... 40 al-BakrI, and the jaqih, the Imam 

and 'alim Shams ad-DIn Mul:Iammad ibn IbrahIm ibn 'All 

ibn Muslim ar-RaqI and others whose absence is not veri

fied. That is ~a&i& and is reliably established in some sittings 

the last of which was on Monday 12th Mul:Iarram 674 AH in 

the AshrafIjumu'ah mosque in al-'AqIbah known as at-Taw

bahjumu'ah mosque. The poor man in need of the mercy of 

his Lord Al:Imad ibn 'Abd ar-Ral:Iman ibn Abi'l-l:Iusayn ibn 

Abi'l-Q!isim ibn Tha'lab az-ZubaydI the ~ufI wrote it, may 

Allah pardon him, and the reading aloud was directed to 

him, and praise belongs to Allah alone and may Allah bless 

our Master Mul:Iammad and his family. 

40 Text is unclear here. Ed. 
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SAMA' TO SHAYKH AI:IMAD IBN IBRAHIM 

AL-FAZARI AT AR-RIBAr AN-NA~IRI AT 

THE BASE OF QASIYUN MOUNTAIN 

All of these forty were heard from the wording of the Shaykh 

and Imam, the noted scholar, the decisive argument of the 

Arabs, the tongue of the people of literature, the chief of the 

4uiffl?-, Sharaf ad-DIn Abu'l-'Abbas A1.unad the son of Shaykh 

Burhan ad-DIn Abu Isl,laq IbrahIm ibn Saba' ibn 1;>iya al

Fazan in virtue of his having read them to the two aforemen

tioned Shaykhs during his reading which is recorded in the 

first volume: the greatJaqih Shams ad-DIn Abu J:Iaf~ 'Umar 

the son of Shaykh al-Musmi' and the right-acting Shaykh, 

Jaqih and Qur'an teacher Mul).ammad ibn Shaykh Sulayman 

the son of Shaykh Dawud aljazart and the great Jaqzh Zaki 

ad-DIn Abu Mul).ammad Zakariyya the son of Shaykh Yusuf 

ibn Sulayman al-J:Ialli and ash-Shams Mul).ammad and his 

brother IsmaIl, the two sons of Shaykh Rafi' ibn Mul).ammad 

ar-Ral).abi and the right-acting girl Mu'nisah the daughter of 

Shaykh al-Musmi'. The writer of the Tabaqah IbrahIm ibn 

'Abd ar-Ral).man ibn IbrahIm ibn Sabbagh ibn 1;>iya al-Fazart 

may Allah pardon him. That is ~a4iIJ and it was reliably es

tablished in two sittings, the latter of which coincided with 

Saturday 28th of the blessed month of Sha'ban in the year 685 

AH in ar-Ribat an-Na~in at the base ofQasiyun mountain. And 
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praise belongs to Allah alone and may Allah bless our master 

Mul:Iammad and his family and grant them much peace. 

The Shaykh J:Iafi? Abu'l-Qjisim 'All ibn J:Iafi? Abu 

Mul:Iammad 'Abd al-'Aziz ibn Mal:Imo.d ibn al-Mubarak ibn 

al-Akh<;lar aI-Baghdadi, may Allah be merciful to him, in

formed us that his father J:Iafi? Abo. Mul:Iammad informed 

them, it being read out to them while he listened, and he 

said: J:Iafi? Abu'l-Qasim Isma'II ibn Ai:J.mad ibn 'Umar as

Samarqandi informed us, it being read out to him while I 

listened, and he said: 'A~im ibn al-J:Iasan al-AdIb chanted 

to us from himself [in munsari~ meter]: 

And realise that whoever's husband is the Prophet and whoever's 

father is the Murta<;la (well-pleasing) Abu Bakr 

I would never change from my praise 

until I am hidden in the darkness of the grave. 

I am sure that her father 

will intercede for me during the loud cry at the gathering. 

She is a pure one descended from a lineage 

that Allah has ennobled with glory from Him. 

When they accused her-may their good not become abundant 

with a lie and dishonesty, that party of mischief, 

Allah declared her innocence of what they said 

without any doubt, right there in the decisive part of the 

Remembrance. 
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So her state resembles-rivalling, 

by the Truth! - Ta-Ha and the Night of the Decree. 

How many excellent qualities she has which have been declared 

and a reminder that will endure for the rest of time. 

She said, "His Creator took the Prophet 

While he was in between my chest and my collarbone." 

May Allah not take care of whoever ascribes shortcomings to her 

because in the next life he has no excuse. 

What excuse has a filthy innovator got 

whose practice is abusing the wife of the Pure One? 

With an isniid as-SamarqandI said: 'All ibn Alfmad ibn 

Mul:J.ammad al-Bundar informed us: 'Ubaydullah ibn 

Mul:J.ammad ibn J.Iamdan informed us in that which he 

granted us permission for, that Abu'I-J.Iusayn Mul:J.ammad 

ibn 'Abdullah al-Qa~rl recited to them in Makkah saying: 

The people of theology and the people of fiqh were without 

the knowledge of l).adIth with which a man attains salvation. 

If only they had understood the traditions they would not have 

turned away 

from them to something else but they were ignorant. 

THE AUDITION ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE BOOK 

I read all of this book, which is the book of the forty, to 
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Shaykh, Imam, the noted scholar, Fakhr ad-DIn Abu 

Man~ur 'Abd ar-RaJ:unan ibn Mul;1ammad ibn al-I:Iasan 

ash-Shafi'I, may Allah be merciful to him, to the two majes

tic just Shaykhs Fakhr ad-DIn Abu 'Abdullah Mul;1ammad 

and 'Imad ad-DIn ibn AbI Zakariyya Yal;1ya the two parents 

[father and grandfather] of the Shaykh the Imam, the 'iilim 

who did without the world Kamal ad-DIn Yal;1ya ... 'Abbas 

... may Allah lengthen their remaining by the right of their 

audition from him, so the perspicacious son Shams ad-DIn 

Abu 'Abdullah Mul;1ammad [and his brother] 'Ala ad-DIn 

Abu'l-I:Iasan 'All the two parents [father and grandfather] 

of the aforementioned 'Imad ad-DIn al-Musmi', and the 

Shaykh and Imam, the virtuous 'iilim, the great and leading 

figure, leading khatfb Shams ad-DIn IbrahIm the son of the 

Shaykh and Imam, the noted scholar Shaykh al-Islam, Mufti 

of all the groups, the unique man of the age 'Izz ad-DIn Abu 

Mul;1ammad 'Abd al-'Azlz son of the Shaykh and Imam 'Abd 

... son of the Shaykh and Imam Abu'l-Qasim son of the 

Shaykh and Imam al-I:Iasan as-SulamI ash-Shafi'I and his 

perspicacious son, may Allah make him happy 'Izz ad-DIn 

Abu'l-Barakat ... Na~ir ad-DIn Abu'l-Fida Al;1mad the son 

of the Shaykh and Imam, the active 'iilim, the great lead

ing figure Badr ad-DIn Abu Zakariyya Yal;1ya, and the great 

AmIr 'Izz ad-DIn Mul;1ammad Shinqran ash-Shahr ZurI and 

his son Sharaf ad-DIn 'Isa, and theJaq'ih, the Imam and ac-
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tive 'olim 'Izz ad-DIn Abu Ja'far listened to ... the Imam, 

the 'olim, 'AfIf ad-DIn Abu'l-'Abbas Al,J.mad ibn Kha9ir ibn 

Yusuf al-HakarI. That is ~a#~ and was reliably established 

in a sitting [and that was on] 13th' of RabI' al-Akhir 664 AH 

in the enclosure of the Companions in theJumu'ah mosque 

of Damascus, the neediest of the slaves of Allah wrote it, 

Al,J.mad ibn IbrahIm ibn Sabba' ibn I;>iya al-FazarI, may 

Allah pardon him. Praise belongs to Allah alone, and may 

Allah bless our Master Mul:J.ammad and his family and his 

Companions and grant peace. 

OWNERSHIP 

It was transferred by a legal sale from - Fakhr ad-DIn to the 

possession of the slave who is needy of his Lord, exalted is 

He, Shams ad-DIn Abu 'Abdullah Mul:J.ammad az-Zar'I ash

Shafi'I the judge at 'Ajlun ... we ... Allah, exalted is He, 

and that ... 10th of the month ofRajab the Unique?73 ... 

OWNERSHIP 

50 Its borrower from the library of the madrasah of Abu 

'Umar, may Allah purify his secret, the one who is in need of 

the pardon of Allah, exalted is He, as-Sayyid 'Abd aI-GhanI 

alJabI. And that was inJumada al-Awwa11240 AH. 
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