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AI-Bukhari narrated, on the authority of ' Adiyy Ibn Thabit 
that he said: Sulaimnn Ibn Surad ..;., said: Two men were 
insulting each other in the presence of the Prophet ;li and we 
were sitt ing wi th them. One of lhe two abused his compan ion 
fur ious ly and his face became red. The Prophet 3s said , " I know 
n word (sentence) the sny ing of wh ich wi ll cause him to re lax 
if thi s man says it. O nly if he sa id, ' I seek re fuge with Allah 
from Salan, the outcast'." So they said 10 that (furioll s) man, 
" Don'l you hear what the Prophet is saying?" He sa id , " I am 
not mad." (I) 

Imam Ahmad narrated, on the authority of ' Abdullah Ibn 
' Umar ~. that the Messenger o f Allah :li said, "None of you 
should cat with his left hand nor should he drink with his le ft 
hand, because Satan ea ts with his Ic ft hand and drinks with his 
left hal1(I. " (2) 

Imam Ahmad nn rratcd, 0 11 the authority of Abu Ziyad At­
Tahhanthat he said: I hcard Abu Hurairah ~ say (thai he heard) 
fro m the Prophet :li that he saw a man drinking whi! stand ing 
and he sa id to him, "Vom it (it OUI)." The man said , "Why?" He 
said , " Would il please you that a cat shou ld drink wi th you?" 
He sa id , "No." The Prophet 3i5: said , "Then (you shou ld know 
that) the one who is more evil than that has drunk wi th you -
Satan." (3) 

Ima111 Ahmad narratcd, on the authority of Ibn Az-Zubair, 
that he asked J abir ~: Did you hear the Prophet ~ say, " When 
a man cnters his hOllse and mentions Allah when he enters and 
when he ea ls, the devil says, 'There is no place for YO ll to sleep 

(t ) NarnHcd by Al-Bukhari (6 1 15). 

(2) This is an authentic Iwdeeth nnmlled by Imam Ahmad (5490) and by 
Muslim (2020). 

(3) This is an authentic hadeeth narrated by Imam Ahmad (7943). 
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and 110 dinner for yOli here.' But if he en ters and he does not 
mention Allah 's name as he enters, he (Sa tan) says, 'YOll have 
found a place to spend the night.' And i f he docs not mention 
Allah 's name when he eat s, he (Satan ) says, ' You have found a 
place to spend the night and dinller. ' He (Jabir "*") sa id, • Yes ' ," (I) 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the authority of ' Abdu llah Ibn ' Umar 
~ that he said , "When the (upper) edge o f lhe Slln appears (in 
the morni ng), do not perform a prayer lill the sun appears in 
full, and when the lower edge of the sun sets, do not perform 
a praye r ti ll it sets comple tely. Vou should nol seck to pray at 
sunri se or sunset, for the SUIl r ises between the two sides of the 
head orthe devi l. " (2) 

And in the SI/I/OII it was reported that the Messenger of Allah 
~ forbade that anyone should s it between the sun and the shade. 
He sa id. " I t is the sit ti ng place o f Satan ." (3 ) 

This is why Allah , Most High, says, ( Thc shoo ts or its I'rui t­
sta lks arc like thc heads of Slwyatill . ) (Sooral1 As-Saj/af 37:65) 

When the women w itnessed thc handsomeness of Yoosuf ~ 
( No mall is this ! This is none other than a noble ange l ) (Sooral1 
)'00.,.,,( 12:31). 

AI-Bukhari narrated 0 11 the authority of Jabir Ibn ' Abdillah 
~ from the Prophct :1% that he sa id, "When night falls, then 
kee p your children close to you, for the devi ls spread out then. 
An hour later you can let them free; and close the gates of 

( I) This is an authentic hadcelll narrated by Imam Ahmad ( 14319). 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bu khari (3273). 

(3) Thi s is an authentic f/adcelll narrated by Ibn Majah (3722). without the 
words, " 11 is the sin ing place of Satan." This addition is in M/isl/lid AI­
Imam Ahmad (14995). In addition. some traditions have been reported 
from Ihe Sa/a/from among the Companions ~ and oth ers. See /1m Abi 
S/wi/Jall (5/268). 
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your house (at night ), nnd mention A llah 's name thereupon. 
and cover your utensil s, and mention A llah 's name thercupon , 
(and if you do no t have something to cover your utcnsil s) you 
may pu t somcthing ac ross it (c.g. a piece or wood , ctc.)." (II 

A I-Bukhari narrated on the authori ty of 'A bdullah Ibn 
'Abbas .J;e tha t he said , " If nnyone of you has when having 
sexual re lation w ith hi s wife, he should say: ' In the Name of 
A llah: 0 Allah! Protec t us fro m Sntan and prevcnt Sa tan from 
approaching our offspring You arc go ing to give us, ' and ifhc 
bege ts a child (as a result o f that re lation) Satan wi ll not hann 
il."m 

A I-Bukhari narra ted on the authorit y of Abu Hurairah 4> that 
Ihe Messenger of Allah :r£ said , "Sman ti es three kno ts at the 
back of the head of each of you, and he breathes the fo llowing 
words at each kno t, 'The night is, long, so kee p on sleeping.' I I' 
that person wakes up ,mel rec ites the pmises o f A llah, then one 
knot is undone, nnd when he pe rforms ablution the second knot 
is undone, and w hen hc prays, a ll the knots a re undone, and he 
gets up in the morning lively and gay, o therwise he gets up dull 
and gloomy." OJ 

A I-Bukha ri narrated on the authority o f Abu Hurairah .J;o that 
he s;'lid: The Messenger or Allah ~ said: "When the cn ll for the 
praye r is pronounced, Sntan wkcs to hi s heels, pass ing wind 
with noise. W hen thc ca ll fb r praye r is fini shed, he comcs bnck . 
When the iqamah is pronounced, he again takes to hi s heels. 
and ;'I ner its completion, he retums again to interfere between 
the (pmying) pe rson and his hean , saying 10 him. ' Remember 
thi s or that thing,' ti ll the person forge ts whe thcr he has o ffered 

( I) Narr.Jtcd by AI·Bukhari (3280). 

(2) Narrated by Al-Buk hari (32S3). 

(3) Narrated by Al- Bu khari (3269). 



134 Melllioll of the Creatioll of the Jil1l1 (111(/ the Sto,.y of. 
.... -~~"",;lJS?.. .. 

three or four rak 'CII: so if onc forgets whether he has prayed 
three or four rak 'at, he should perform two prostrations of 
sa/nv (i.e. forgetfulness)." (1) 

Ahmad narrated on the authority of , Ala ' Ibn As-Sa' ib, who 
reported on the authority of Anti s "';:" that he sa id, "Stand close 
together in thc ranks (in prayer), because Satan slands in the 
spaces." (2) 

AI-Bukhari narrated 0 11 the authority of Abu Sa'eed AI-Khudri 
~ that he said: The Messenger of Allah 3.i said, " If somebody 
intends to pass in front of you while you are prayi ng, prevent 
him; should he insist, prevent him again ; if he insists again, 
fi ght with him (i.e. prevent him violently e.g. by pushing him 
violently), because such a person is (like) a devil." (3) 

Imam Ahmad narra ted on the au thority of Abu Sa'ecd AI­
Khudri ~ that the Messenger of Allah ~ stood up to ofTer the 
Fa)r prayer and he (Abu Sa ' eed ~) was standing behind him. 

He rec ited and became confused in his recitation. When the 
prayer was over, he said, " I f only you could have seen me and 
Iblees 1 grabbed him and kept 0 11 trying to strangle him until I 
fe lt the coldness of his saliva 011 these two fingers, the thumb 
and the one next to it. Were it not for the prayer of my brother 
Sulaiman (Solomon), he would have been tied to one of the 
pillars of the mosque this morning, and the ch ildren of AI­
Madinah would have played with him. Whoever among you 
can prevent anyone from coming between him and the qib/ah, 
let him do so." (~) 

( I) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3285). 

(2) Narmtcdby lmamAhmad(121 62). 

(3) NarrJtcd by AI-Bukh<lri (3274). 

(4) N<lrmtcd by Imam Ahmad ( t I37 1). 
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Mus lim narrated on the authority of Abu Ad-Darda ' _~ that he 
sa id : The Mcssengcr of Allah ;t$ stood pray ing and we heard him 
say. " I seck refuge with A llah from you. " Then he repealed three 
times, " I curse yOli with the curse of A llah," Then he stretched 
ou t hi s hand as though he was laki ng hold ofsoJl1c thing. When 
he fin ished the prayer, we said , '0, Messenger of Allah! We 
heard YOLI say something during the prayer wh ich we have not 
heard you say before, and we saw you stretch out your hand.' 
'-Ie replied, 'A llah's enemy Iblces came with fire to put it in 
my face, so J said three ti mes, ' I seek refuge in Allah from 
you.' Then I said three times, ' I curse you with the full curse 
of A llah.' But he d id not re trea t. Then I intended to se ize him . 
I swecu by A llah that had it not been for the supplication of my 
brothe r Sulaiman $&'I, he would have been bound, and made an 
objec t o f sport for the children o f the people of A I-Mad inah'." (I) 

Allah, Most High, says, ( Le i notlhen thi s (world ly) present 
life deccive you, nor let the chief deceiver (Satan) deceive you 
abolll A llah. ) (Sooral1 Luqll1(111 3 1 :33) 

He, Most High, says , ( Sure ly, 5110;/(111 is an enemy to you, 
so wke (treat ) him as an enemy. He only invites hi s hi:::.b 
(fo llowers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing 
Fire. ) (SoOl"all Falir 35:6) So Salan spa res no effo rt to hinder 
and confuse a person in a ll of hi s affairs, a ll of his acti viti es and 
a ll of his inac ti ve momcnts, as AI-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Ad­
DUllya wrote in his book enti tled: Masa 'id Ash-5haitan (The 
Affli c tions of Satan) ; and in it are numerous benefit s. 

In the S /I1I(II/ o f A bu Dawood, it is reporled th <l ll11e Messenger 
of A llah ~ used to say in his supplication, " I seck re fuge with 
You {'rom Satan's attcmpts to struggle with me, play with me 

( I) Narrated by Muslim (542). 
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and corruplmy rel igion and my mind at the time of de<LIh." ( I) 

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa ' i, Ibn Hibban (in hi s Soheeh) and 
Ibn Abi Hatim (in his To/seer) narrated on the au thority of 
'Abdu llah Ibn Mas'ood ~ that he sa id: The MessengerofAllah 
~ said, "Veril y, Satan has an effect on the son o f Adam, and the 
angel a lso has an effect. As for the effec t of Satan, it is by his 
threatening him with ev il repe rcuss ions and rejecti ng the truth . 
As for the effect of the ange l, it is by his promise of a good 
end and believing in the truth. Whoever finds the latter, let him 
know that it comes from Allah and let him thank Allah for it. 
Whoever finds the fonner, let him seck refuge (wi th A Ilah) from 
Satan." Then he rec ited, ( Satan threatens you with poverty 
and orders you to cOlllmit j(1"s!Ja ' (sins. imlllora lity, lewdness 
etc.) ; whereas Allah pro mises you forgiveness from Ilimself 
and bounty. and Allah is AIl -SufTicient for His creations' need. 
All-Knowcr. ) (Soomh AI-Baqarah 2:268) (2) 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah ~ 
that the Messenger of Allah ~ sa id, " Whoever says, La ilaha 
iIIal/alm wahdallll 10 slwreeka lahli, 1011111-11111 /1..:11 wo 1011111-
home/Ii \Va "" lVa 'ala kulli shay 'ill qadeer (None has the right 
to be worshipped except A llah, Alone, without partners, to 1-1 im 
belongs the Dominion and to Him belong a ll praise and thanks, 
and He has power over a ll things [i.e. He is O mnipotent])," one 
hundred times in a day, he wi ll have the reward ofmanumilt ing 
ten slaves, and one-hundred good deeds will be written in his 
account, and one-hundred bad deeds wi ll be wiped off or erased 
from his accoun t. On that day he will be protected from the 
morning till evening from Satan; and nobody will be superior 
to him except one who has done more than that which he has 

( I) Narrated by Abu Dawood ol1thc tluthori lY of Abu Yusr -to ( 1552). 

(2) Narr:llcd by AI-Ti nnidhi (2988). 
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done. Al-Bukhari narrated all the authority of Abu '-Iurairah ~ 
that he said: The Messenger of Allah :it said: "When any human 
being is born, Satan touches him nt bo th sides of the body wi th 
his two fingers, except ' Eesa the son of Marynm, whom Satan 
tried to touch but fa iled, for he tOllched the covering of the 
placenta instead." ( I ) 

AI-Bukhari narrated 011 the authority of' A' ishah (may Allah 
be pleased with her) that she said , " I asked the Prophet :ti about 
one's look ing here and there during the prayer. I-Ie replied, ' It is 
wha t Satan steals from the praye r of anyone of you' ." (l) 

Al-Bukhari narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah Ibn Abi 
Qatadah, who reported on the authority of his filther ~ that he 
said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said: "A good dream is from 
Al lah, and a bad or evil dream is from Satan; so ifany one of' 
you has a bad dream of which he ge ts afra id, he should spit on 
his len side and should seck refuge with Allah from its ev il , for 
thell it will not harm him ." (.1) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty of Abu I-I urairah ..t;o 
that he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said: "None of you 
should point to his brother with his weapon (sword, spear, 
arrow, dagge r, etc.), because none ofyoLl knows, perhaps Satan 
may cause him (to hurl his brother) and as a result , he would 
fall into a pit of Fi re." (4) 

Allah says, ( And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven 
with lamps, and We have made such lamps (as) miss iles to dri ve 
away the Shoyoleel1. and have prcpared for them the tormcnt of 
the blazi ng Fi re ) (Soared! Al-/vllllk 67:5). 

( I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (3286). 

(2) Narrated by AI- 8 uklmri (3289). 

(3) Narrated by AI- lJuklmri (3292). 

(4) This is an authentic Jwdcelh narrated by Ahmad (27432) and by Al­
Bukhari (7072) and ivluslim (2617). 
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He, Most High, says, informing li S about the jinn (I hat Ihey 
said) , ( And we have sought lO rC;lch the heaven, but fou nd it 
filled with stem guards and fl aming fires. And verily, we used 
10 sit there in sta tions, to (steal) a hC<1ring, but anyone who 
lis tens now will find a fl aming fi re watching him in ambush. ) 
(SoO/'oll AI-Jillll 72:8 ,9) 

A I-Bukhari narrated 0 11 the au thority of Abu I-I urairah ~ 
that he said: Veri ly, the Prophet of Allah ~ sa id , "When Allah 
dec rees some order in the heaven, the angels flutter their wings 
indicating complete surrender to His saying which sounds like 
chains being dragged on rock. ( Unti l fear is banished from 
their hearts. they say, 'What is it tl1 at your Lord has said?' They 
say: 'The truth. And He is the Most High. the Most Great. ' 
) (Saarall Saba' 34.23) Then Ihe sleallhy li sleners (devi ls) 
hear this command, and thcse stealthy listeners are like this, 
one over the other." (Suryan, a sub-narrator demonstrated this 
by holding his hand upright and separating the fi ngers.) "A 
stealthy li stener hears a word which he will convey to the one 
below him and the second will convey it to the onc below him 
ti ll the last of them will convey it to the magician or forete ller. 
Sometimes a name (fi re) may strike the devi l before he can 
convey it , and sometimes he may convey it before the fl ame 
(fi re) strikes him, whereupon the magician adds to that word 
a hundred lies. The people will then say, ' Did not he (i.e. the 
magician) tell sllch-and-sllch a thing on such-3nd-such a date?' 
So that magician is said to havc to ld the tnuh because of the 
stalCment which has been heard from the heavens." ( 1) 

Allah, Most High , says, ( And whosoever tu rns away (blinds 
himself) from the rcmembrance of thc rviosl Benefi ccnt (Allah) 
(i.e. the Qur'an and worshi p of Allah), We appoint for hi m a 
S/witall to be n qareell (an intimate companion) to him. And 
verily, they (the devils) hinder them from the Path (of Allah), 

( I) Nilrmlcd by Al,B ukhari (4800). 
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but they think that they are gu ided right! T ill , when (such a 
one) comes to Us, he says (to hi s qareell [devil companion]), 
Would that between me and yo u were the distance of the two 
casts (or the east and west): The worst (type 01) companion 
(indeed) ! ) (Soorall Az-ZlIklmlj43:36-38) 

I-I e, Mosli-ligh, says, ( J\nd We have ass igned them (dev il s) 
intimate companions ( in thi s world), who have made fair­
seeming 10 them what was before them (ev il deeds which 
they were do ing in the presen t worldly li fe and disbel ief in the 
Reckoning and the Resurrec tion, etc.) and what was behind 
them (den ia l o rlhe ma tte rs in the coming life or lhc Hereafter as 
regards punishment or reward , eLc.) ) (Soorah Flissi/a/4 1 :25) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 
'Abbas ~ that he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said: "There 
is no one among you w ho has not had a qareen fro m among the 
de vils appointed for him." They said, "Even yo u, Messenger 
of A llah?" He said , "Yes, but A llah has he lped me agai nst him 
and he has embraced Islam ." ( 1) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty of Abu Hurairah J;c 

tha t the Prophet :J; said , "Veril y, the be lieve r emac iates hi s 
devil as one of yo u emacia tes hi s camel on ajoumey." (2) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Saburah Ibn 
Abi Fakih ~ that he said: I heard the Messenger of All ah :r; 
say: "Veril y, Satan lays in wa it for the son of Adam ~ at (a 
number of) paths: he lays in wai t for him at the path of Islam 
and says : 'Will you embrace Islam and abandon your religion 
and the religion of your fore fathers?' But he di sobeys him and 
embraces Islam. So he lays in wait for him at the path o f hijrah 
(m igration in A llah 's Cause) and says, 'Will you migrate and 
abandon yo ur land and your sky?' But the similitude of the 

( 1) Narrated by Ahmad (231 9) and the men in its chain arc trustworthy. 

(2) Th is is an authenti c !wdee/II narrated by Ahmad (87 17). 
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lIIuhajil' (migra te) is that or a horse in his strength and stamina. 
But he disobeycs him and migrates. Theil he lays in wai l fo r 
hi m a t the pa th ofjilwd. which is to strugg le wi th one's se lf and 
one's wea lth, a nd he says: ' Will YO LI fi ght and be ki ll ed, aft er 
which your w ife w il1 be married and your wea lth di vided?' 
But he disobeycs him and pcrformcs jihad." The Messenger 
of Allah ~ said, "So if anyone of them (the sons of Adam 'f.f.' ) 
does thai , it will be his right upon A llah tha i He w ill admit him 
10 Paradi se. If he is killed, it will be his right upon Allah that 
He will admit him to Parad ise. Ifhe is drowned, it wi ll be his 
right upon Allah thai J-Ie wi ll admit him to Paradise. And if his 
riding beast breaks his neck, it wi ll be his right upon Allah that 
He will admit him to Parad ise." (II 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty of 'Abdullah Ibn 
'Umar """ that he sa id: The Messcnger of Allah ~ did not use 
10 neglect these supplications in the morning and the evening: 
"0 Allah! I ask You to pardon mc in thc life of this world and 
in the Herea fte r. 0 Allah! I ask YOLIID pardonl1lc and grant me 
wellbei ng in my Relig ion, my wo rldly affa irs, my family and 
my property. 0 Allah ! Cover up my defi ciencies and ca lm my 
fea rs. 0 Allah ! Protec t me fro lll my fron t, from behind, from 
my right, fro l11 my le n and from above me. I seck refuge with 
Your Majesty from bcing snatched from below." Wakee ' said 
it means to sink down. c2) 

( I) This is an aUlhcmic I/lldeelh namllcd by Imam Ahmad (15528). 

(2) This is an aUlhcmic ' /{Ideelll nllrr.l lcd by 1 mam Ahmad (4770). II was also 
narratcd by Abu Dawood (5074) and by An·Nasn·j in an abbrcviated fonn 
(5530), Ibn Majah (387 1), Ibn Ilibban in his Sallee" (31241, No. 961) and 
A I· ] lakim in AI·MIIsradmk ( 1/698, No. 1902). 
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Allah, Most High, says, , And ( r~ l1l el11bcr) \\ hen your Lord 
s.dd 10 the angels: " Veril y. I am going \0 p ln l:C (ma nk ind) 
generations aft cr gCll cratio ll \ 011 Earth." they said. "wi ll You 

place the rc those who will ma ke m ischief and shed b lood while 
we g lo rifY You \\ ilh pra ises and thanks (E}.. allcd he You abm c 
all IhalIhcy as:.oc ialc w ilh YOll as pilrlil crs) a nd sanctify YOll ," 

I-k (Allah) sa id . ,, [ know that which you do not know." ' A nd I k 
taught Adam a ll the names (o r every thing), then l ie showed 

the lll to the ange ls and said . "Te ll Me the Ila llles of these if 
you a rc truth ful. '· They sa id. "Glory be 10 YOli . we have 110 

knowledge c'\ccpt what you han! taught us . Ve ri ly, i l is Yo u. the 
A ll-Knower, the A Il -Wise." lI e sa id. "0 Ada m! In form the m of 

the ir nmnes," and when he had informed them o f the ir names, 
He sa id . ··Did I nOl le ll you Ihal I know the glwih (unseen) in 

the hca\"cns and the Ea rth ,1Ild I know \\'hal YOli revca l and 
what you ha\"c bcen conccaling? And (re membcr) whc n We 

sa id 10 Ihc ange ls: . Prostra te yourse lves before Ada m. And they 
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prostrated except Iblees : he rdused and was proud and was 
one of the di sbelievcr!-> (d isobedi ent to Allah). And We sa id. '0 
Adam! Dwell you and yo ur w ife in the Parad ise and cat both of 
yo u freely with pleasure and de li ght of' things therein wherever 
you wi ll , but come not ncar thi s Irel! or you both will be o f 
the ::a/i lllooll (wrong-doers).' Then the SIwifOIl made them 
s liplhcrc from (Parad ise), and go t thcm Ollt {i'om that in which 
they were. We sa id, 'Get yo u do wn, all , with enmi ty between 
yoursel ves . On Earth w ill be a dwelling place for yo u and an 
enjoyment for a time.' Then Adam rece ived from his Lord of the 
Words. And his Lord pardoned him (accepted his repentance). 
Veri ly. He is the One Who forg ives (accepts repentance). the 
Most Merc iful. We said , 'GCI down all of you frolll thi s place 
(the Paradise), then whenever there comes to you Guidance 
from Me. and whoever foll ows My Guidance, there shall be no 
fear on them, nor shall they gri eve. Blit those who di sbelieve 
and belie Our Ayal (proofs, evidences, Verses, lessons, signs. 
revelations, etc .) slleh ure the dwellers of the Fi re, they shull 
abide there in fo rever ' ," (Soorah AI-Baqarah 2:30-39) 

Likewise, He, Most High, says, ( 0 mankind! We have 
created you from a male and a female, and made you inlo 
nations and tribes, that yOll Illay know one anothe r. Veril y, thc 
mosl honorable of YOLl wi th Alk,h is thaI (believer) who has 
laqll'o (i .e . onc of the IIIlfllaqooll (piolls). Verily. A lluh is AII­
Knowi ng. Aware of all things. ) (Soora/i AI-Hujural 49: 13) 

He, Most !-ligh, says, ( It is I-Ie Who has c rcllt ed you from 
a s ingle person (Adam), and (then) lie has created from him 
his wife (Hawwa), in order that he might enjoy the plcasure 
of living with her. When he had sexual re lations with her, she 
became pregnant and she carri ed it ubout lightly. Then, when 
it became heavy, they bo th invoked Allah , their Lord (say ing) : 
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'l fVou give us a saleh (good in every aspect) child , we shall 
indeed be among the grateful . ) (SoO/'all AI-A 'raJ7: 189) 

He, Most High, says, ( And (remember) when We said to 
the angels : ' Prostrate Adam:' they prostrntcd excep t Iblces. 
li e said. Shall I prostrate 10 one whol11 YOll created from 
clay'!' (Iblces) said. 'See? This one whom You have hOllored 
above me, if YOLI give me respi te (keep me al ive) to the D<1Y 
of Resurrect ion. I w ill sure ly se ize and mislead hi s ofT.o;p ri ng 
(by sending thelll astray) all bu t n rew! ' (Allah) said , 'Go. 
and whosoever or them follows YO ll , surely, Ile ll will be the 
recompense of you (all) - an nlllplc recompense. And Isl(!/=i= 

( litera ll y means: befool them gradually) those whom YO LI can 
among thcm with your voice (i.e . songs, 1ll1lSic , and any other 
ca ll for A llah's di sobedience) , make assauhs on thcm wi th your 
c<l \alry and your infantry. mutually share with them wea lth 
and children (by tcmpting them 10 earn money by illegal 
w'IYs usury. e tc .. or by cOlllmitting illcga l sexual intercourse. 
ctc.). and makc promises to them .' But Satan promises theill 
nothing but deceit. ·'Verily. tvty slaves (i.e. the true believers of 
Islamic Mono theism), YOll ha ve no autho rity over them. And 
AJI -SufTic ictH is your Lord as a Guardian ' . ) (SoOl·all AI-Ism' 
17:6 1-65) 

He, Most High, says, (Allah) said. ' Get YOll down ( from the 
Paradise 10 the Earth). bo th o r you together. some of you are 
an enemy to some others. Then if there eomes to you guidance 
fr0111 Me, then whoeve r fo llows My Guidance sha ll ne ither 
go aSlra y. nor f~ill into di stress and misery ' . ) (Soomll 7(1 No 
20: 123) 

Allah, Most High, says that He addressed the ange ls, saying 

( "Verily, I 3m going to place genera tions after gcner'll ions on 

Earth"' ) (Soora" 111-8"""ra" 2:30) 
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He apprised them of the reason why He had created Adam ~ 
and his progeny, who would follow each other in succeeding 
generations, as He, Most High, says, ( And makes you inheri tors 
o f the Earth , generations aftcr gcn~ratio n s .) (SoO/·all AII-Nanil 

27:62) He informed them of this by way of pra ise for the 
creation of Adam ~ and his progeny and He informed them 
of this great event before it took place. The angels asked, with 
the intention of acquiring knowlcdge and seek ing wisdom, not 
as some ignorant people have supposed, in order to express 
disagreement or to belittle the chi ldren of Adam ~ or display 
cnvy toward them: ( They sa id, ··Will You place the rein those 
who will make mischief therein and shed blood?" ) (SoOl·all 

AI-Baqorall 2:30) It was said by Qatadah Ihat they knew that 
this would happen because o f what they had observed of the 
behavior of the binl1 and the j inn before Adam ~~ . 

As for the Words o f Allah, Most High, ( I know that which 
you do not know ) ( Soomll AI-Baqarall 2:3 0), the meaning 
is: I know bettcr the greater good that there is in the crea tion 
of them, which you do not know. That is, there will be among 
them Prophets, Messengers, those who accept the truth without 
hesitation, martyrs and righteous folk. Then He made clear to 
them Adam 's superiori ty over them in knowledge, saying, ( 
And l ie taught Adam all the names (of everything). , (SoOl·all 
AI-Baqarah 2:3 1) 

' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ..#i> sa id, "They are thesc namcs with 
which the mankind is acqua inted, such as humans, animals, 
ea rth , plains, seas, mounta ins, camels, donkeys and other 
things." Mujahid said, " He taught him the names of the pl ate 
and the pOI and even the terms for breaking wind." 

Mujah id also said , " He taught him the name of every animal, 
every bird and every thi ng." 
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AI-Bukhari and Muslim narrated on the authority of Anas Ibn 
Malik ";", who reported from the Messenger of Allah ~ that he 
sa id , "On the Day of Resurrection the believers will assemble 
and say, ' Let us ask somebody to intercede for us with our 
Lord: So they wi il go to Adam ~ and say, 'You arc the fa ther 
of a ll the people; and Allah crea ted you with I-li s Own I-lands, 
and ordered the angels to pros trate to YOll , and taught you the 
names of a ll things. ' (1) He recorded the Iwdeelll in full. 

( Then I k showed them to the angels and sa id. 'Tell Me the 
names of these if you arc truthful ' ." ) (Soorah AI-Saqarah 

2:3 1 ) 

AI-Hasan AI- Basri said, "When Allah wanted to create Adam 
~~. the angels sa id , 'Our Lord wi ll not create a creation except 
that we arc more knowledgeab le than it.' Thus they were put 
to trial and that was why Allah sa id , ( · . . . ifyou are truthful .' ) 

(Saara" AI-Baqara" 2: 3 1) 

( They (angels) said, 'Glory be to You, we have no knowledge 
except what you have taught us. Ver il y, it is You, the AII­
Knowing, Most Wise'''' ) (Soorah AI-Saqarall 2:32) Tha t 
is, no Oll e can encompass anything from Your Knowledge, 
except what You have taught ; You are far above that. This is 
as Allah says, ( And they will never compass anythi ng of Il is 
Knowledge except that which li e will s. ) (Soorah AI-Baqarah 

2:255) 

i l ie sa id , ' 0. Adam! Inform them of the ir names,' and when 
he had informed them of lheir names, li e sa id, 'Did I not (ell 
you lhat I know the gllClih (unseen) in (he heavens and the 
Earth. and ( know whal you revea l and what you have been 
concealing'?"' ) (SoOJ'all AI-Baqclmh 2:33) That is, I know the 

( I) Narr.Jlcd by AI- l3ukhari (4476) and Muslim (193). 
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secrets just as I know the apparent things. It was also said that 
H is Words: ( "and I know what you re\'ca l. .. " ) re fer to thci r 
saying, ( " Will YOli place there in those who will make mischief 
therein and shed blood, - while we glorify YO LI with praises and 
thanks (Exalted bc You above all that they associate wi th You 
as partncrs) and sancti fy You: ' (SoOl·all AI-Baqal"all 2:30). 
This was what they did openly. 

As fo r His Words: ( "and what you have been concealing'!" 
) (SoOl·all AI-Baqarall 2:33), wha t is refe rred to here is the 
say ing of Iblees, when he concealed with in his heart arrogance 
and be lief in his superiority over Adam ~' . This was sa id 
by Sa 'eed Ibn Jubair, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Adh-Dhahhak and 
Ath-Thawri; and it was the pre ferred opinion of Ibn Jareer At­
Tabari. 

( And (remember) when We said to the angels: ' Prostrate 
yourselves be fore I\dulll .' And they prostr.l ted except Iblees. 
he refused and was proud. ) (Soorall AI-Baqarah 2:34) This 
is a grea t honor bes towed by Allah on Adam ~, when He 
created him with His l'land and breathed into him His Spirit , 
as He, Most High. says, ( "So. whcn I have fashioned him 
completely and breathed into him (Adam) thc soul which I 
c reated for him. then fall (you) down prostrating yourselves 
unto him. ") (Soorall A I- !-lijl" 15:29) So these were four honors: 
His creation of him with His Hand, His breathing into him of 
His Spi rit. His command to the angels to prostrate before him 
and His teach ing him the names of (a ll) th ings. 

In another Verse, He says, ( And surely. We crea ted you (your 
rather Adam) and then gave you shape (the noble shape o f a 
human being), then We told the angels. ·Prostrate to Adam.· 
and they prostra ted. except Iblccs. he refused to be o f those 
who prostra ted. (Allah) said , ' WhO! prevented ),Oll (0. Iblees.) 
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tlmt you did not prostra1e. when I commanded YOu?' Ib lecs 
said , ' I am beller than he (Adam), You created me from fire. 
ami him You created from clay ' ." ) (SoOl'ol1 AI-A 'roJ7: 11 ,12) 
AI-Hasan AI-Basr; said , " Iblccs lI sed qiya,\' (analogy) and he 
was the first one \0 do so." Thi s statemcnt has an authcntic 
chain o f narra tions . Ibn Secreen said, "The first to usc qiyos 
was Iblees, and the sun and 11100n would not be worshipped if 
not fo r qiyas." Both of these sta tements were reported by Ibn 
lareer At-Tabari. 

The meaning of this is tha t he compared himself wi th Adam 
~ and considered that he was superior to Adam ~, and thus 
refused to prostrate him, in spite of the fact that he and all 
o f the angels had been commanded to do so. But analogy in 
the presence of evidence is invalid. In addition, it is in itself, 
invalid , because mud is more beneficial than fire: mud has the 
qualities of wisdom, forbearance, patience and assurance and 
mud is where plants grow, flour ish, increase, and provide good. 
To the contrary, fire has the qual ities of buming, recklessness 
and hastiness, 

In addit ion, Allah honored Adam ~ by creating him with 
His I-land and breathing into him His Spirit. This is why He 
cOlllmanded the angels to prostrate before him, as He says, ( 
And (remember) whcn your Lord sa id to the ange ls: ' I am going 
to create a man (Adam) from sounding clay of altered black 
Sl1100th mud' :' ) - up to the Words of Allah, Most High: ( And 
veri ly, the curse shall be upon you ti\1 the Day of Recompense 
(i,e , the Day of Resurrec tion). ) (Soora" AI-Nijl" 15:28-35) He 
deserved this from Allah, Most High, because he insisted that 
Adam ~ was inferior to him and beliltled him, while claim ing 
lhat he himself was superior to him, in sheer opposition to the 
Command of Allah and in defiance of the tn ll h. 
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In SoO/oall AI-Kalif, Allah says, l ie di sobeyed the Command 

of his Lord. Will you then take him (Iblccs) and hi s oITspri llg as 
pro tec tors and helpers rather than Me wh ile they arc i.!Jlcmics to 
you? What a n cvi I is the exchange for the ::(fIiIllUOII (po lythe ists. 
and wrongdoers. ctc.) , (Soora/t AI-Kahl 18:50) ThaI is, he 
aba ndo ned obedi ence to A llah, de liberate ly, obsti nately and 
arrogant ly refus ing to comply with His Command. Iblees was 
deceived by his fi ery nature and substance into believing that he 
was superior to Adam ~~ because of him having been created 
from fi re, when he should have known better. Imam Muslim 
narra tes in hi s Saheeh, all the aut hority or ' A' islmh (may A llah 
be pleased with her), who reportcd from the Messenger of 
Allah ~ Iha l he sa id: "The ange ls were crea ted from light, the 
jinll were created from a smokeless fl ame of fire, and Adam ~ 
was created from what has been described to you." (l) 

. Abdullah Ibn Mas·ood .... 'Abdullah Ibn ·Abbas ... a group 
of the Compan ions ~ Sa'ced Ibn AI-Musayyib and others sa id 
tha t Iblees was the leader of the angels in the earthly heaven. 
In one narrat ion a ll ributed to 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 4>, he said 
Ihnt hi s name was 'Azazeel, wh ile in another narration, it was 
ascri bcd to him that he said that his name was AI-I-Iarith . An­
Naqqash sa id that hi s agnomen was Abu Ka rdoos. 'Abdu llah 
Ibn 'Abbas ~ said: "He was from one of the tribes o r the angels 
which was known as AI-Jill". They were the guardians of the 
Gardens and he was the most cminent of them and the grea test of 
them in knowledge. I-Ie had fOllr wings, bu t Allah lransformed 
hi m into a curse." In SOOl'all Sac/, He says, ' (Remcmber) when 

your Lord sa id to 1hc angels: 'Truly. I am going to create man 
from clay.' So wh~n I havc f:\shiollcd him and brca thed into 
him (his) soul crea1t:ci by Mc. then you fa ll down prostrate him. 
So Ihc angels prostratcd thclllsclycs , all of them: excep1 Iblecs. 

( I) The wkhreej for Ih is has already been given. 
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lie was proud and W<lS Olll: Drill !.: di sbe lievers. (A llah) sa id , ' 0 . 
Iblcl!S (Sa tan)! What prc\"t~llIs YOli from prost rati ng yo ufsdf 
Ihe one whom I IMVC e re,lIed wi th My both I lands'! Arc you 100 

proud (to prostrate Adam), or arc you olle of the hi gh exalted'!" 
( lb lccs (Saltln]) said .. ,' am bCI1l.: r than he: YO li created me from 
fi re. ami YOli created him from d ay.' (A llah ) sa id. 'Theil go 
dowl1 from here. 1'01' vt.!ril y, you arc an outcasl. A nd veril y. My 
Curse is on you until thl! Day o f Recompense.' (Ibh:cs [SalmI]) 
said. ' f\ ly Lord! Gi \ 'c mc then respite till the Day the (dead) 
arc n: surrectcd.' (A llah) said. "Verily, yo u arc o flhosc allowl:d 
respite lill the Day of the time appointed,' ( Iblces [Satan]) said . 
' By Your Might , then I w ill sure ly mislcad thcm a ll , cxe(.: pI 
Your choscn s ia v(.:s among them (the {;Iithl'ul. obedicnt. true 
bclievers o f Is lamic Monotheism}. ' (A llah) said. 'The TnJlh is, 
and the Tmth I say, tha t I wi ll fill Ile l1 wi th you (I blccs) and 
thosc o f thc lll (mankind) that fo llow YOll . toge thcr ' ," (Soorah 
50d38:71 -85) 

He, Most High, says in 500mb AI-A'raJ. ( Iblccs) sa id, 
' 13cl.:<luse You ha ve sent mc astray, surdy I \\i ll s it in w:lit 
agai nst thcm (human be ings) on Yo ur Straight Path , Thcn I w ill 
CO I11C 10 them li'om be fore thcm and behind them. from the ir 
right and fro m the ir le lt. and You will not find most o r thcm as 
thankful ones (i,e. they "i ll not he duti fu l to Your ," (500rab 
AI-A 'ra/7: 16, 17) That is, bccause You have sent me astray, I 
w ill wa it in ambush for them at every opportunity and I w ill 
come to thcm from every d irection. So the successful person is 
the one who disobeys him (Satan) and the wretched pe rson is 
the one who obcys him. 

Scholars of la/seer have di sagreed rega rding the angels who 
were ordered to prostrate to Adam ~: were thcy a ll of the 
ange ls, as seems to be proven by the genera li ty of thc Verscs? 
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T his is the opin ion o f the majo ri ty of scholars. Or is the reference 
to the angels of the Earth , as narrated by Ibn Ja reer At-Tabari by 
way o f Ad-Dahhak, who reported on the authority of' Abdullah 
Ibn ' Abbas ~? But its cha in of narrators is interrup ted a nd in 
its wording there is something objectionable, though some of 
the later scho lars pre ferred it. However, it is apparent from thc 
wordings that the fanner is correc t and this is proven by the 
Iwcleeth: "And He made His ange ls prostra tc him." ( 1) And thi s 
is a lso general - and Allah knows better. 

T he meaning of His Words: ( Go down from here (i.e. 
Paradise) ) (SoO/'all AI-A 'raJ 7: 18) is : "Oc t out of here." This 
is an evidence that he was in heaven and was ordered to go 
down from it; to leave his pos ition and status w hich he had 
achieved through hi s worship and hi s similarity to the ange ls 
in obedience and wo rship. A ll th is was taken away from him 
because of hi s arrogance, hi s envy and his d isobedience to 
his Lord, and he was sent down to the Earth , d isgraced a nd 

expe lled. 

A llah , Most High, commanded Adam ~ to live w ith hi s 
w ife in Paradi se, saying, ( And We sa id , '0. Adam! Dwell 
you and yo ur wife in Paradise and cat both of you freely with 
pleasure and de light of things therein wherever you wi ll , but 
come not near this tree or yo u w ill both be o f the zaJil1l0011 

(wrongdoers) . ) (Soorall AI-Bo"orall 2:35) In 500/'011 Al­
A 'raf, He, Most High, says, « (Allah) sa id (to Iblees), "Oct out 
from th is (paradise) disgraced <l nd expelled. Whoever of them 
(mank ind) w ill fe llow you, then surely I w ill Ii II Hell with yo u 
all . And O,Adam! Dwell yOli and your wife in Pa rad ise, and cat 
thereof as you both w ish, but approach not this tree otherwise 
you both will be of the zalimool1 (unjust and wrongdoers)." ) 

( I) The /(lkhrccj or lhis hadcelll has already been given. 
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(Suura" AI·A 'r,!/7: \ S, \9) 

The context of these Verses necess itates that the c reation of 
Hawwa' (Eve) was before Adam ~ ente red Paradise, as He, 
Most High, says, ( A nd We said, ' 0 , Adam ! Dwcll you and 
your wife in Paradise ' ." ) (Soorah AI-Saqarall 2:35) But As­
Suddi related from Abu Saleh and Abu Malik, on the authority 
of ' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~ and fro m Murrah , on the au thority 
of ' Abdu llah Ibn Mas'ood ~ and from peoplc among the 
Compan ions .;., that they said that Iblees was re moved from 
Parad ise and Adam was made to li ve in Paradise and he used to 
wa lk there in alone, havi ng no wife wi th whom to live. Then he 
slept fo r a short while and awoke to find a woman sitting at his 
head. Allnh had c reated her from his rib. He asked her, "Who 
are you?" And she said , " I am a woman." He asked her, "Why 
were you c reated?" She sa id, "So that you might live with me." 
The angels said to him, in order to find out the extent of hi s 
knowledge, "What is her name, Adam?" He sa id, " Hawwa 
(Eve)," They said, "Why is she ca lled Hawwa '?" He replied, 
" Because she was crea ted from somethi ng Iwy)' (i.e. living)." (L) 

Corrobora tion for thi s is found in the Words of Allah, Most 
High: ( 0 , mankind! Be dut iful to your Lord , Who c reated you 
from a single person (Adam). and from him (Adam) He created 
hi s wifc (I-I<1 wwa), and from them both I-Ie c rea ted many men 
and women ) (Soorah AI1-Nisa' 4: I) 

In the Saheehain on the authori ty of Abu I-Iura irah ~, who 
reported frol11 the Prophet jS: that he said: " I advise you to 
take care of the women, for they are created from a rib and 
the most crooked port ion o f the rib is its upper part; if you try 
to straighten it , it will break, and if you leave it , it will remain 

(1) Narmtcd by Ibn Jarccr (4/224). 
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~ crooked, so I urge you 10 take care of lhe women." (1 ) This is the S wording of AI-Bukhari. 

::t: Schola rs of laf<;eer have diffe red regarding the meani ng of 
the Words of Allah , Most High: ( but come nOI Ilcar th is tree) 

t (SoO/'oII AI-Baqarah 2:35) It was said that it was a gra pevine, 
/: wh ile Ath-Thawri reported on the authori ty of Abu Husa in , 

Q: who reported on th e authorit y o f Abu Malik that he said , "'( bu t 

~COIllC na l near this tree ) it was a date pa lm. Ibn J uraij reported 
(\...~ on the authori ty of Mujahid thaI it was a Ag tree and Qatadah 
-c',_,mcl Ibn Jura ij cOIl (; urrcd w it h th is. 

t i These are minor differences o f opin ion; in fact, A llah has le ft 
(l t, obscure the prec ise nature o f the tree - and i f there was any 

<...J benefit for us in His mention ing it , He would have done so. 
o This is a lso the case with regard to other matters wh ich have 

~ ~ ~ been left undefined in the Qur' an. 

'1jJf The only rea l d iffe rence that they mentioned was regarding 
91(" ,,/ whether or not the Garden tha t Adam ~ cntcred was in heaven 
Ql ~ or on the Earth. This is a difference of opinion which must be 

~ ~ § clarified and se tt led. 
\)()I 
cr-C) The majority o f scholars hold (the view) that it was ( located) 

in heaven and thaI it was Janna! AI-Ma 'IVa (the Garden of 
Refuge) , based on the apparent meaning o f the Verses and 
a/we/eelh, as in the Words of Him, Most High: ~ And We 
said, '0, Adam ! Dwell you and your wife in the Parad ise ' :' 
) (Saara" Al-Baqarah 2:35) The word ing here indicates tha t 
w hat is referred to is a spec ific Paradise and that is JOlllla l Al­
Ma' lVa. 

Muslim narrated in his Sclheeh on the authori ty o f I-Iudha ifa h 

( I) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (5 I 86) and Muslim (1468). 
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4> that he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said: "A llah will 
gather the people and the believers will stand till the Garden 
will be brought near them. They will come to Adam and say, 
'0 , our father! Open for us the Garden., He would say, ' Did 
anything tum you out of the Garden other than the sin of your 
father, Adam'?" (lj And he narrated the /wdeelh in fu ll. In thi s 
there is strong and clear ev idence that it is Jannat AI-Ma'wa, 
but there is room for argument. 

Others sa id that the Garden in which Adam &r!!\ resided was 
not Jannal AI-Khuld,(2) because he was enjoined therein not 
to eat from that tree and because he slept therein , in addition 
to which he was removed from it and Iblecs entered it. All of 
these things negate the possibi lity that it could be Janna! Al­
Ma \va. This opinion was related on the authority ofUbayy Ibn 
Ka ' b ,*, 'Abdu llah Ibn ' Abbas ,*, Wahb Ibn Munabbi h and 
Sufya ll Ibn 'Uyainah. 

This opinion is (from) the lext of the Torah, wh ich is in the 
hands of the People of the Scripture and among those who 
related the disagreement in this matter were Abu Muhammad 
Ibn Hazm in AI-A1i1al Wan-Nihal, Abu Muhammad Ibn 
'Atiyyah in his Tals'eel', Abu 'Eesa Ar-Rummani in his Ta/seer 
~ and he related from the .first jll/lllwor (earliest school of 
thought) - AbuI-Qasim Ar-Raghib and AI-Qadi AI-Mawardi 
in his Ta/seer: he sa id: "They disagreed regarding the Garden 
ill which they (i.e. Adam ~ and Eve) had resided, hold ing two 
opinions in the matter: one of them declared that it was Janna! 
A/-Ma'lVa, whi le the other held lhal it was a Garden which 
Allah had prepared for them and which He had made an abode 
oftfial; they said that this was not Jannat AI-Kllulel, which He 

(I) Narrated by Muslim (195). 

(2) Jannat AI-Kllllld: The Eternal Garden. 
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had made as the abode of recompense. Those who sa id thi s 
disagreed as to its location: one opinion held that it was in the 
heaven, because Allah sent them down from it. This was the 
opin ion orAl-Hasan. The other opinion staled that it was on the 
Earth , because Allah tried them the rein, by fo rbidd ing them to 
eat from the tree, wh ile a llowing them to eat from the others. 
This was the opini on of Ibn Yahya. This took place after Iblccs 
was commanded to prostra te Adam ~ - and All<dl knows 
better regarding the truth of this. 

This is what he sa id and it implies three opinions; and I 
sense from his words that he was undecided in the malle r. 
Abu 'Abdu llah Ar-Razi related four opinions in his Tafsee}' 
regarding th is question: three which were recorded by AI­
Mawardi and the fourth was waq[, i.e., refusal or inab ility 
to a rrive at a conclus ion as to which is the strongest. But he 
preferred the firs t opinion. And Allah knows better. 

( Then Slwilw/ (Satan) made them slip therefrom . ) (Soorall 
AI-Baqarah 2:36) That is, from Paradise ( and got them out 
from that in which they wcre. ) (Soorall AI-Baqarah 2:36) 
ThaI is, fro m the ease, plenty and happiness (of Parad ise) to the 
abode of toi l, excrtion and difficulty. This was because of what 
Satan had whispcred to them and made them seem att ractive to 
the ir hearts, as Allah, Most High, says, ( Then ShaiICIIl (Satan) 
whispered suggestions to thcm both in order to uncover that 
which was hidden from them ofthcir private parts (before); he 
sa id, "Your Lord did not forb id yo u thi s tree save you should 
become ange ls or become of the immortals' ." ) (SoOl-all Al­
A ·,.a[7:20) 

He said that Allah on ly fo rbadc them from ea ti ng fro m Ihis tree 
because by doing so they would becomc angels or immortals. 
Thai is, ifyoll both ca t fro m it, you will become thus . 
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( And he (Slwilan {Satan)) swore to them both, ) (Soora" 
AI-A '1'0[7:2 1) That is, he swore to them that he was speaking 
the truth with regard to his clai m concerning the tree . ( Then 
Slraitan (Satan) whispcred to him, saying : '0, Adam ! Shall 
I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that wi ll 
nevcr waste away '?" ) (Saara" Ta Ha 20: 120) That is, shall 
I guide you to a tree which, if you cat from it , you will attain 
eternity in the ease in wh ich you are now and you will continue 
in a ki ngdom that will never end? But this was deception, 
falsehood and the exact opposite of the tnuh . 

( So he misled them with deception. Then, when they tasted 
of the tree, thai which was hidden from them of their shame 
(private parts) becamc manifest to them and they began 10 slick 
together the leaves of Paradise over themselves (in order to 
cover their shame). ) (Soora" AI-A 'ra[7:22) This is like His 
Words: ( Then they bo th ale of the tree , and so their private 
parts appeared to them, and they began 10 stick on themselves 
the leaves from Paradise for their covering. Thus did Adam 
disobey his Lord, so he wellt astray, ) (SoO/'ail Ta Ha 20 : 12 1) 
Eve ate from the tree before Adam ~ and it was she who 
urged Adam ~ to eat from the tree. And Allah knows better. 

This is understood frolll the Jwdeetlr narrated by AI-Bukhari 
on the authority of Abu I-I urairah 4 , who reported from the 
Prophet ~ that he said " But for the Children of Isra 'eel, mcat 
would not dccay, and but for Hawwa (Eve), wives would never 
betray thei r husbands." ( I ) 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated on the authority of Ubayy Ibn Ka 'b 
..tc tha t he said, "Allah created Adam &i9 as a tall man, with 
abundan t hair on his head, as ifhe was a tall dale palm. When 

( I) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2330). 
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/() ~ he tasted the (fruit from) tree, hi s clothing fel1 fi'olll him and the a 'c . first thing that appeared fi'om him was hi s gen ital s and when 
l..5 he looked at them. he began to run through the Garden, hi s 

~ ~ 'f hair was cauglll by <l tree and he struggled w ith it. Then the 
'r b 8 Most Beneficent , the Almighty. the All-Powerful called him. 
2 , ~'8 saying, ' 0 , Adam! Arc you nccing from Me?' When he heard 
o JSk. the Words of the Most Beneficent , he said, ' 0 , My Lord! No ! 
I~ ~ ~ But ( I ran) out of embarrassment (at my naked state),." II) 

U 
Ath-Thawri repo rted on the authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 

.., 'Abbas 4 thai he said regard ing the Words or A llah , Most 
~~ Hi gh, ( They began to stick togethe r the leaves of Parad ise 
;V over themselves ( in o rde r to cover the ir shame). ) (Soorah Al­
ar'" . A '1'(1/7:22) - "The lea ves were those of the fi g tree." T he isnad J l is authent ic up 10 him. BUI it appears as ifil was take n from the 

J V! People of the Scripture and the apparent mean ing o f the Verse 
necess itates a more gcnera l meaning. But if we accept iL, it 
docs no hann - a nd A llah knows bett er. 

( (A llah) sa id , 'Get down, aile o f YOli an encmy 10 the 
o ther ( i.e. Adam, Ilawwa. and Slwitall, etc.) . 011 Ea rth w ill 
be a dwell ing placl.! for you and <I n c njoymc nt - for a ti me· ... 

(SoO/·oil AI-A ·ro( 7:24) This address is to Adam ~, Eve 
and Iblees. It was al so sa id that a serpent was with them and 
they were cOlllmandcd to go down fro l11 Parad isc w hile they 
wc rc in a slatc of mutual hostilit y and warfare. The inclusion 
of the serpent with them is supported by the authcntic hadeel" 
narrated from the Messenge r of All a h ~, in which it was stated 
that he ordered the killing of serpen ts, say ing, "We have IlOt 
made peace w ith thcm since wc (first) fough t wi th them," (2) 

( I) Ibn 1 \;tiar ascribed it in f'alil AI-Btlri (6/367) to Ibn Abi Ii ali lll and he said 
Ihal its chain of narralors is JIll,WIII (sound). 

(2) This hadeerh is Jws(llI-sail(!eil and it was narralcd by Abu Dawood (5248) 
and Ahmad (73 19) 
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As lo r His Words in Soorah 'I'll !-Ia: ( (A llah) sa id . 'Get you 
down (from Parad ise to the Eanh). both Of'YO lI. toge ther. some 
of YOLI a re an enemy 10 others" ," ) (Soorah To I-fa 20: (23), 
it is a cOlllmand \0 Adam ~ and [blees and the ir respective 
offspri ng that Ihey will remain in a state of mutual hostil ity 
forever; and Adam ~ was followed by Eve, whi le Iblees was 
foll owed by the serpent. 

It was a lso sa id that it was a command to a ll of them in 
the dual form , like the Words of I-lim, Most High: ( And 
(remember) Dawood (David) and Sulaiman (Solomon). when 
they gave judgment in the case of the fie ld in which the sheep 
of certain people had pnsturcd at night and We were witness 10 

their judgment. ) (SoO/ 'ali A/-Allbiya ' 2 1 :78) 

But the correc t opin ion is that because the judge IS not 
pass ing j udgment except between two sides, the cla iman t 
and the de fendant , A llah says, ( and \Ve were witness to their 
judgment. ) (SoO/'oil AI-Allbiyo '2 1 :78) 

As fo r the re pe tition o f the sending down in 500rah A/­
Baqarah in His Words: ( Then 51w;IOIl made them slip therefrom 
(Pa rad ise) and got thcm out from that in wh ich they were. We 

sa id , 'Get you down. a ll. with ellmity betwcen yourselves. On 
Earth w ill be a dwell ing place for you and an enjoymcnt for n 
time. ' Then Adam received Words from his Lord. And hi s Lord 
pardoned him (accepted hi s repentance) . Verily. He is the One 
Who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most Mercifu l. We said. 
'Get down all of you froll1th is place ( Paradise), then whencver 
there comes to you Guidance from Me. and whoever follows 
My Guidance. there shal l be no fear on them, nor shall they 
grieve. BUI those who di sbelieve and belie Our Ayal (proofs, 
evidences. Verses, lessons. signs. reve lations, elc .) such arc 
the (h\ ellers of the Fire. they shall abide therein forever· ." ) 
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(Soorah AI-Baqarah 2:36-39) Some of the scholars of la/seer 
said that what is meant by the first refercnce of being sent down 
is the sending down from Paradise to the ea rthly heaven, while 
the second is from the earthly heaven to the Earth. 

But thi s is weak, because He says regard ing the first (sending 
down) , ( Then Shairall made them slip thc reFrom (Parad ise) 
and got them out li'OJll that in which they were. We said. ' Get 
you down, a ll , with ellmity between yourse lves . O n Earth will 
be a dwelling place for you and an enjoyment for a time' ," ) 
(SoO/'ah AI-Baqarah 2:36), which proves that they were sent 
down to the Earth in the first sending down. And Allah knows 
better. 

What is correct is that He repeated it in words, but in reality, 
it only took place once and He linked to each mention a huklll 

(ruling, verdict): to the first was attached the eIlmi ty between 
them and with the second He made it conditional upon them 
that whoever foll owed H is Guidance - which He would reveal 
to them after that ·- would be happy, while whoever rejected it 
would be wretched. There are other examples oFthis manner of 
speaking in the Qur ' an. 

AI-Hakim narrated in hi s Mllsladrak on the autho rity of 
'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~ that he sa id , "Adam ~ did no t res ide 
in Paradise for longer than the lime between the 'Asr prayer 
and the selling o f the sun." (1) Then he sa id , " It is authentic , 
according to the cr iteria for acceptance stipulated by A I­
BukLari and Musli m, though it was not na rra ted by them." 

In Saheeh Muslim, it is reported on the au thority of Abu 
Hurairah ..:o that he said: The Messenger of Allah :W5 sa id: "The 

( 1) Narrated by AI-Hakim in AI-Mus /adrak (2/59t , No. 3993) and he dc, 
clared it to be authentic - Az-Zahabi concurred with this. 
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best day on which the SUIl rises is Friday: on that day Adam ~ 
was c rea ted; on it he was admitted to Paradi se and on it he was 
sent out of it. " (1) 

As for the Words o f A II :'lh , Most High: ( Then Adam received 
Words from his Lord . And his Lord pardoned him (accep ted 
hi~ repentance) . Veril y. l ie is the One Who forgives (.!cccpts 

rCpl.:ll ta llcc). the Most Merciful. ) (SoOl'al1 AI-Baqarah 2:37). 
it was said that those Words were His Saying: ( "Our Lord! 
We have wronged ourselves. IfVou forgive us 1101. and bestow 
not upon us Your Mercy. we shall certainly be of the losers." 
) (Soorah AI-A 'rq( 7:23) This was narrated Oil the authority 
of Mujahid, Sa'eed Ibn Jubair, Abul-Aliyah . Ar- Rabee ' Ibn 
Anas, AI-Hasan, Qataclah, Muhammad Ibn Ka'b , Khal id Ibn 
Ma'dan, ' Ata A I-Khurasan i and ' Abdur-Rahman Ibn Zaid Ibn 
Aslam. 

AI-Hakim narrated in AI- Mustadrak on the authorit y of 
' Abdu llah Ibn 'Abbas ... regarding 'he Words of Allah, Mos' 
High: ( Thcll Adam rece ived from his Lord Words and hi s Lord 
pardoned him (acccpted hi s repentance). ) (SoO/·all AI-Baqa/"all 
2:37) that he sa id, "Adam ~~ said, '0, my Lord! Did You not 
create me with Your 1·land?, It was sa id to him, ' Certainly.' 
Adam ':&B said , ' A nd You brea thed into me Your Spiri t? '1t was 
said to him, 'Cert ain ly.' He continued, 'I sneezed and You said. 
' Allah have mercy on you.' And Your Mercy preceded Your 
Anger?' It was snid to him, 'Ccrtnin ly. ' Adam ':&:9 sn id, ' And 
You ordained upon mc tha t I should do this?' It was snic! to 
him, 'Certainl y. ' Adal1l .'tJ.~ thcn said, 'Te ll me then, if I turn to 
You in repcntance, wi ll You return me to Paradise?' He said , 
'Yes'." Then A I-Hakim sa id that the isnad is authenti c, though 
AI-Bukhari and Muslim did 110t narra te it. 

(1) Narrated by Muslim (R54). 
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Mention of How Adam Defeated Moosa (Peace 
be Upon Them Both) ill all Argumellt 

AI- Bukhari narrated on the authori ty of Abu Hurairah ";:" from 
the Prophet ii: that he sa id, "Moosa ~ argued with Adam ~ 
and sa id 10 him (Adam), ' Vou are the one who got the people 
oul of Parad ise by your sin , and Ihus made them miserable.' 
Adam if!8 replied, ' 0, Moosa! Vou arc the one whom Allah 
se lected for His Message and for I-li s direct Speech. Yet you 
blame me for a thing which Allah had ordained for me before 
He created me '?" The Messenger of Allah ~ added, "So Adam 
overcame Moosa ~~~ by this Argument." (1) 

imam Ahmad narrated on the authori ty of Abu J-Iurairah ~ 
from the Prophet ~ that he said, "Adam ~ argued with Moosa 
~. Moosa ~ said, '0, Adam ! It is you whom Allah created 
with His Handand breathed into you His Spiril. Vou led mankind 
astray and caused them to be removed from Paradise.' Adam 
~ said, It was you, Moosa, who was chosen by Allah for His 
direct Speech; and yet YOll blame me for a deed which I d id not 
do. Allah ordai ned for me before He created the heavens and 
the earth'?" The Messenger of Allah ~ added, "Thus Adam 
&t!J defeated Mooosa." Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority 
of Abu Hurairah ~ from the Prophet :I1i: that he said, "Adam 
~ mel Moosa ::Ml and he said, 'You are Adam, whom Allah 
created with I-li s Hand and before whom He made His angels 
prostrate and He made you to reside in Paradise, then you did 
what YOll did?' He said, ' You are Moosa, 10 whom Allah spoke 
direct ly and whom He chose for His Message and to whom 
I-Ie revealed the Torah. Then (tell me), did I come firs t, or was 
it the Reminder (i.e. the Revelation)?' Moosa ~ said, 'No, it 

( I) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4738), 
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was the Reminder. ' Thus Adam ~ defeated Moosa tb:9." ( I ) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah .;., 
that he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said , "Adam ~ argued 
with Moosa ~ (l nd Moosa ,'~\ said to Adam ~~ , '0, Adam! 
It is you who causcd your progeny to enter the Fi re.' Adam ~ 
sa id, '0 , Moosa! Allah chose you to receive His Message and 
to hear His direct Speech and He revea led to you the Torah. 
Did you find (therein) that I would descend (to Earth)?' He 
sa id, ' Yes.' Thus Adam ~ defeat cd him." (1) 

The understandi ng of the people toward this /wdeelll has 
differed: 

A group from among the Qac/ariyyall rejected it because of 
the affirmation of Qadar implici t in it. 

A group from among the Jabariyyall cited it, as it appeared 
to them that when he sa id , "So Adam defea ted Moosa," lie did 
so using hi s own Scripture aga inst him . The reply to th is wi ll 

\ be g iven la ter. 

X:. Others said that he only argued with him because he rebuked 

\ 

him for a sin for which he had repented - and a person who has 
rcpented of a sin is li ke a person who is without sin. 

It was also said that he only argued with him because he 
(Adam) is older (and therefo re wiser) than he (Moosa). It was 
also said tha t it was because he (Adam) is hi s (Moosa') father. 
It was sa id that it was because they are both in two different 
Revelat ions. It was said that it was because they are both in the 
abode of AI-Barzakh and responsib ility for them had ended, 
according to their c la im. 

( I) Narrated by Imam Ahmad (9664). 

(2) Narrated by Imam Ahmad (7579). 
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Tlte A lwdeetlt Related to lite Creatioll of A dalll ~ 

1111<1111 Ahmad reports from Abu Moosa Ihat the Prophct ;s 
said : "Allah crea ted Adam from a handful takcn from all part s 
of the Earth , and so the Children of Adam camc out according 
to the colors of the Earth. Among them there is the whitc, the 
red, the black, rmd what is in between, and there is the filthy 
and the pure, and the soft and Ihe hard and what is in be tween."(I) 

He also reported it Ii'olll Qasamah bin Zuhair: I heard AI­
Ash'ari say: Allah 's Messenger ~ said: "A llah created Adam 
li'om a handfu l (of dust) taken from all parIs o f the Earth , and 
so the Chi ldren of Adam came QlIt according to the colors of 
the Earth , Among them there is the white, the red, the black, 
,md what is in between, and there is the son and the hard and 
what in is between, and there is the filthy and the pure and what 
is in betwcen, '12) 

Imam Ahmad report s frol11 Anas that the Prophet ~ sa id: 
"When Allah created Adam, He left him alone for as long as 
I-Ie willed to leave him alone, so Iblces began circling around 
him . Once he saw that he was hollow. He rea li zed that he was 
a c reat ion that could not cOlltrol itself."(J) 

Ibn Hibban reports in his 5aileeil from Anas ibn Malik that 
Allah's Mcssenger ~ sa id : "Whcn the soul was blown into 
Adam and it reached its head, he sneezed and said, 'All praise 
is due to A llah, Lord of the '""orlds,' so He, blessed and exa lted 

( I) S"IIeeil: Ahmad t No. (9085). 

(2) Sallee": Ahmad rNo. 191 45), 

(3) Sa"ee" : Ahmad t No. 12 130). 
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is He, replied , 'May Allah have mercy on yo U'." 1H 

AI-Hafiz Abu Ya ' la report s from Abu Hurairah that Allah's 
Messenger ~ said: Allah crea ted Adam frol11 dust, then he m<lde 
him mud. Then, he left him until he becamc black mud. He 
created and fashioned him. Then, He left him unti l he became 
dry clay like pottery." 

He sa id: Iblees would pass by him and say, " You have bccn 
created for a great purpose." Then, Allah blew into him from 
I-lis soul. The first part that his soul passed through was his 
eyes and his nose causi ng him to sneeze, and A1\ah showed 
him mercy. Allah said , " May your Lord have mercy on you." 
Then Allah said , "0 Adam, go to th is group (of angels) and say 
to them as-salaam 'alaiklllJl and see how they respond '?" He 
weill and greeted them to which they responded. ,; IVa 'alaika 
a/-sa/am IVa rallll1a/lll1all IVa barakaa/III1. " I-Ie said, "0 Adam, 
this is your gree ti ng and the greeting of your offspr ing." Adam 
said, " 0 Lord, and what are my offspring?" He said, "Choose 
one of My I-lands, 0 Adam." He said, " I choose the right hand 
of my Lord, and both ortvly Lord 's I-lands are right." He opened 
His Hand and all hi s offspring who were to be were displayed 
in the Hand o flh e Most Merciful. There were men among them 
whose faces were light , and the light of one man in particular 
impressed Adam. He sa id , "0 my Lord, who is this?" I-Ie sa id, 
"Thi s is your son, Dawood." He said, "0 my Lord, how long 
a lifespan have you given him." He said, " [ have given him 
sixty (years) ." He said, "Then g ive him from my age so Ihat 
he may have a ful l one hundred yea rs." Allah did so and called 
a witness to Ihat. When the li fespa n of Adam ran out, Allah 
sent to him the Angel of Death. Adam said , " Do I not have 
forty years of life left?" The angel asked him, " Did you not 

(I) Saheeh: Ibn Hibbaan: 14/37, No. 6165. 
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give it to yo ur SOil , Dawood?" but he denicd that and likewise 
his offspring denied (things) as wel l, and just as hc forgot, his 
offspring also fOl"go l.(I ) 

AI-Tirmidhi reports from Abu I-Iurairah that he sa id: Allah 's 
Messellge~ said: When Allah crea tcd Adam, Hc wi ped his 
back and every bei ng tha t He was go ing 10 create up 10 the 
Day of Resurrect ion fe ll from his back. He placed between 
the cycs of cvcryone of thelll a nash of light , then presented 
them toAdam, who asked , " My Lord, who are these?" He sa id , 
"These are your offspring." Upon see ing a man alllong them 
whose light betwc(!n his eyes impressed him, he asked , " My 
Lord, who is thi s?" I-Ie said , "This is a man from one o f the 
last nations of your offspring called Dawood." I-Ie asked, " My 
Lord , how long a lifespan havc you granted him?" He sa id, 
"S ixty ycars." Hc sa id, "M y Lord, give him another forty years 
{i'om my li fespan." When Adam 's lifespan drew to an cnd and 
the Angel of' Death came to him, he asked, "Are there not forty 
years of my li fe rcmaining?" He said , " Did you not givc them 
to your SO il Dawood?" He sa id: Adam delli cd and his offspring 
(likewise) den ied; Adam forgot and so his ofTspri ng (likewise) 
forgot; and Adam sillllcd and hi s olTs pring (likewisc) sinncd.m 

AI-Bukhari reports from Abu I-Iurairah that the Prophet :Jt 
said: Allah crea ted Adam with a hcight of s ixty cubit s. Then he 
sa id, "Go and grcet that group o f angels with salaam and sce 
how they respond to you, for that shal l be you r gree ting and thc 

(I) Abu Y:l' taa reporl~ il in his MlIsllad. 111453. No. 6580: AI -t-Iailhami Slales 
in AI-Majll/o' (8/197). "Abu Va'Jaa reponed iI, and it contai ns Ismaa 'eel 
ibn Raafi'. AI-Buklmri sa id he is "reliable (lltiqo"). mediocre in narrntion 
(1III1qa(/rib al-I1Od, 'elh):' whil e Ihe majorit), declared him weak. The re­
mainder orthe narr.IlOrs arc frO lTllhc narr.llors oflhe Salleell." 

(1) Hasan So"ee": AI-Tinnidh i: Book ofTafseer of Ihe QIII' '(11/: Ch. Concern­
ing SOOI'll" A I-A '/'{Ia! No. 3076. 
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greeti ng of your of Is pring," He said, "As-salaam 'alaikum" 10 
which they replied, "As-salaam 'alaika 11'0 rahlllalllllah," So 
they added in reply to him, "lI'a rahmallfllah." All those who 
enter Parad ise wi ll have Adam 's form ; and the creation have 
!lot ceased to dim inish in size (from his ti me) until now,41) 

Imam Mal ik ibn Amls report s in his 1\I/IIl1'alfa' thal 'Umar 
ibn AI-Khattab was asked about thi s Verse, "And (remember) 
when your Lord brought for th from the Children of Adam, from 
the ir backs, their seed and made them testi fy as to themselves 
(saying), • Am I not your Lord?' They said: 'Yes ! We testify' ," 
(AI-A '/"{j(' 7: 172) 

' Umar ibn Al-Khaltaab sa id: I heard Allah's Messenger ~ 
being asked about it and he said, " When Allah crea ted Adam , 
peace be upon him, He wiped his back with His Right J-Iand 
and brought out his offspring." He said , " I created these for 
Paradise, and they will do the deeds of the People of Paradise," 
A man asked , "0 Messenger of Allah, then what is the purpose 
o f working?" Allah 's Messenger ~ said, "When Allah creates 
a slave for Paradise, He causes him to do the deeds of the 
People or Paradise, un til when he dies 0 11 one of the deeds or 
the People of Paradise, he enters Paradi se, When Allah creates 
a slave for the Fire, He causes him to do the deeds o f'the People 
of the Fi re unti l when he dies 0 11 one of the deeds o f the People 
o f Ihe Fire, he enters Ihe Fire,"(2) 

All Ihese Alwdeelh demonstrate tha i Allah brought out the 
offspring of Adam from his baek like specks o r dust. He thcll 
di vided them into two groups, the People of the Right I-land 

(I) AI-l3ukhari: Book of Ill e I/{ufilll.l' of lite Proplte/s: Ch. The Creation of 
Adam, AJ1"h's sahnations be on him, and his offspring, No. 3326. 

(2) Sallet!1t Li Glmirill: Malik : Kiwah AI-Jaami': eh. Prohibit ion of Reject­
ing Predestination, No, 1661. 
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(Ahl AI-Yollleell) and the People of the Left I-land (Ahl AI­
Shill/aaf), and He said , "These arc fo r Paradise and I do not 
care, and these arc for the Fire and I do not care."!l) 

As for taking witnesses aga inst them or making them verbally 
acknowledge His Oneness, this is not ment ioned ill lhe aut hentic 
A/wdeelil. Therefore, to interpret the Verse in Soorall A/~A 'raof 
to be referring to these reports is quest ionable, as we expla ined 
thcrc,(2) and we mentioned the Ahadeerh and at/war in full 
w ith their cha ins of narrat ions and the ir wordi ngs. Therefore, 
whoever would like to verify the matter should refe r to it there. 
And Allah knolVs best. 

As for the hadeelh reported by Imam Ahmad from Ibn 'Abbas 
that the Prophet 31ii sa id, "Allah took the covenant from Adam's 
back in Na'maan the Day of' Arafah,(l) and brought fo rth from 
his loins all his offspring whom He has created and He scattered 
them before Him. He then spoke to them direc tly. He said, 'Am I 
not your Lord?' They said: ' Yes! We testify,' lest you shou ld say 
on the Day of Resurrection, ' Veril y, we were unaware of th is ' ." 
(Al-A 'maf 7: 172).(4) This hadeel" has a good: strong chain of 
narrations meeting the cri terion of Muslim. 

Anas ibn Malik reports that the Prophet ~ said, "/\ man from 
the People orlhe Fire will be asked on the Day of Resurrection, 
' I r YO LI had all that is in the earth, would you ransom yourse lf 
with it?' He will say, 'Yes. ' He wi ll say, ' J wanted from you 
that which is easier than tha t. I took a covenant froll1 you in 

( I) Sallee/' : Ahmad (No. 17207). 

(2) in hi s Taft·eer. 

(3) The printed edition of MII,madAhll/adstalcs, "NlI'lIlliall, meaning: ' Ara­
fah." Na' maan is the name of a place near 'Arnfah on the path between 
Makkah and Ta ·ir. cr, Mir'llnl AI- MaJlIa/eeh, 112 12, 

(4) Sahee": Ahmad (No. 245 1), 
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the back of Adam to not assoc iate partners wi th Me, ye t YOli 

insisted on associating partners with Me." '11 Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim report it via Shu 'bah. m 

Imam Ahmad reports thaI Abu Hura irah sa id : Allah's 
Messenger :ti said , "When the son of Adam recites a (Verse 
of) prost ra tion and prostrates, S'lIan leaves him and weeps, 
saying, 'Woe to me, the son of Adam was ordered to prosta te 
and has done so, so he shall have Paradise, while I was ordered 
to pros tra te bu t I di sobeyed. so I sha ll have the Fi re'.'"!J) 

Once Adam was made to dwell in Paradise in which he 
dwelled, regardless or whethcr it is in the Heaven or the Earth ­
as thcre is a di i'fcrell ce o f opinion which was ment ioned earli er 
- he and his wire Hawwa, peace be upon thcm, would cat from 
it in abundance and rrom wherever they liked. However, when 
they a te rrom the tree from which they had been prohibited, 
they wcre stripped or their ga rmcnts nnd sent down to the 
Earth. We have also mentioned the different opinions about the 
place where he came down. 

They also disagreed about the length o r time Ihat he spent 
in Paradise. One view is that it was just part or a day by the 
length orlhe days or this world. And we mentioned the hadeeth 
reported by Muslim 011 the authority of Abu '-Iu ra irah Ihat the 
Prophe t ~ said. " He crea ted Adam 011 the last hour 0 11 the day 
or Friday. " (4 ) 

We also mentioned the hadeelh that on tha t day " j-Ie crea ted 

(I) Saheeh: Ahm;](1 (No. 11~80) . 

(2) AI-Bukhari: Book orlhc Allfldec/ll orlhc Prophets: Ch. Creation or Adam 
'b!.' and I-lis OlTsprin!:\. No. 3334: Muslim, No. 2805. 

(3) Sallee": Ahmad (No. 9~20). 

(4) ~Ius l im: No. 2789. 



• 
168 lI'//(// I las fleell Said Regal't/illg fiu: Creatio/l uf Adalll 

~~ .. 

Adam and on that day he was sent out fro m there."(1) 

The StOlY of Adam's Two Sons: Qabeel (Cain) 
(llld Habeel (Abel) 

Allah -$; sa id , " And recite to them the story of the two sons of 
Adam in trut h; wlwl1 each offered a sacrifice, it was accepted 
fTom the one but not fTom the other. The latter said to the former, 
' I will surely kill you.' Thc former said, 'Veril y, Allah accepts 
only from those mindful of Him. Ir you do stretch you r hand 
agains t me to kill me, 1 sha ll never stretch my hand aga inst 
you to kill you, fo r I fcar Allah; the Lord or the Worlds. Verily, 
I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as we ll as yours, 
then you wi ll be one of the dwellers of the Fi re, and that is 
the recompense of the wrongdoers . But his soul enticed him 
to murde r his brother; he murdered hi m and became one orlhe 
losers. Then Allah sent a crow who scratched up the ground 
to show him how to cover the dead body of his brother. He 
said: 'Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and 
cover the dead body of my brother?' Then he became one of 
the rel110 rsefu I." (A /-/v/ci 'idail 5:27 -31 ) 

Al-Suddee has re,poned from Ibn ' Abbas, Ibn Mas'ood, and 
a group of the Compan ions thaI Adam wou ld marry off the 
male offspring of every pregnancy wi th the fema le of another. 
Habeel had wanted to marry the (twin) sister of Qabeel, and 
he was older than Habcel. The sister of J-Iabecl was more 
beautifu l (than Qabeel 's sisler), so he wanted to keep her fro m 
his brother.(2) Adam, peace be upon him, ordered him to marry 

(I) Ibid. 

(2) The vcrsion of this narrntion mentioncd in Taf~eer AI-Tabaree states that the 
sister of Qabccl was morc beautiful and so it was he who refllsed to marry 
off his sister. What is mentioned here might be a Iypogrnphica\ error. 
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her to hi m but he refused. Therefore, he ordered them both to 
make an olTering while Adam went otT to Makkah to perfO nll 
flajj. Upon departure, he requested the heavens to guard his 
SO il S but they refused. I-I e asked the earths and the mountains 
but they refused, but Qabecl agreed 10 guard them. 

When he had le ft , they bo th made their o fTering. I-labecl o fTered 
a fat lamb as he was an o\Vner of sheep, while Qabeel made an 
onering o f a bund le of crops taken from those of his crops 
Ihal were o f poor qua li ty. A fire came down and consumed the 
oITering o f I-I abeel but le ft the o ITering of Qabee l. He became 
angry and said , " I will ki ll you so tha t you cannot marry my 
sister." He responded, "A llah only accepts from those mindful 
o f Him ." 

When he threa tened to kill him, he said, " I f you do stretch 
your hand against me to kill me, I shall neve r stretch my hand 
against you to kill YOll, for I fe'lf A lIah; the Lord of the Worlds:' 
This indicates his good character and his fear of Allah, Most 
High. He refrained from responding to his brother \V ilh an ev il 
li ke the one he intended. This is as has been reported in the t\Vo 
Sa/wells that Allah's Messenger ~ said , "When two Muslims 
meet one another with their swords, then both the ki ller and the 
ki lled arc in the fire." They said, "0 Messenger of Allah , one 
was a killer, bu t what of the Olle killed?" J-Ie replied, " I-Ie was 
keen to ki ll hi s companion."f!) 

He sa id , ( " Veri ly, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself 
as well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellevs or the 
firc. and that is thc rccompcusc of the Za/illlooll . (A/~ M(f 'idall 
5:29)" ) meani ng, I want YO ll to bear lhe sin o f ki ll ing l11 e <l long 
with your past sins before tha I. This was sta led by Mujahid , A I~ 

Suddi, ibn Jarecr, and olhers. 

(1) At· Bukhari (No. 31). Musli m (No. 2888). 
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It does no t mean that the sins o ra person killed pass on to the 
kil ler simply by virtue o f hi s ki ll ing him as some people might 
understand. Ibn Ja recr has c ited 11 consenslls tha t thi s is not the 
case. 

As fo r the hadeeth quoted by sOllle who have no knowledge 
from the Prophe t ,~ that he sa id, ' 'The kill er has nol le l1 the 
killed with a s in." (I) il is without bas is, and it is not known in 
any of the books of hadeerh with an authent ic or fa ir chain of 
narrations, nor even a weak cha in of narrations. However, it 
might happen in sOllle cases that on the Day o f Resurrection , the 
ki ll ed one wi ll seek j usti ce fro m his killer and the good deeds 
oftlIe ki ll er will be insuffic ient to compensa te for thi s injust ice. 
In that case, the sins of the ki lled one will be transferred to the 
killer, as is estab lished in the Salteeh concerning a ll injusti ces,m 
murder being among the grea test of them, and Allah knows 
bes t. We have addressed all of thi s in Ta[seer, and to Al lah 
belongs all pra ise. 

Imam Ahmad, Abu Oawoocl , and At~Tirm i dhi report from 
Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqaas when the lima" befe ll 'Uthman ibn. 
'Affaan, Sa'd said , " I bear witness that Allah's Messenger ~ 
sa id, 'There sha ll occur afill1ah in which the one silt ing is better 
than the one stand ing, the one stand ing will be bellcr than the 
one walking, and the one walking will be belter than the one 
ru nn ing'." He sa id , "What if he enters my house and stretches 
out hi s hand to ki ll me?" He said, "Bc like the son of Adam."(J) 

(1 ) It is without basis as the author has mcntioned ill F(/ylll/~Q"dee/" (4/506), 
Al-iv\unallwi all ributcs it to Al- Ilazzaar in his MII.I"II(/(/ on the aUlhority o f 
Abu Hurayrah. 

(2) The aUlhor is referring to the /w(/eelh of 'the bankntpt person' reported by 
Muslim: lJook: Right ions ofPmyer and Mannerism. Chapter: Impenll is· 
sibly ofOppressioll. No. 258 t. 

(3) Sallee": Ah mad (No. 16 12) and At·Tinnidhi (No. 2 194) report it fro m 
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As fo r the other (son), Imam Ahmad report s that Ibn Mas'ood 
said: Allah 's Messenger~ sa id , "No soul shall be killed wrongly 
except that a shnre of sin for it s blood belongs to the original 
SOil orAdam, lor he was the first persall to introduce l11urder. "(l) 

At Mount Qasiyoon, north of Damascus, there is a cavern 
known as the Cavern or Blood wh ich is popularly believed to 
be the place where Qabeel kill ed I-Iabce !. Thi s is something 
that the people learned frolll the People o f' the Book, and Allah 
alone knows how tme it is. 

All ah, Most High, snys, ( "Then A ll ah sent a crow who 
sera tehcd up the ground to show him how to cover the dead 
body or his brother. I-Ie sa id: 'Woe to me! Am Inot even able 
to be as this crow and cover the dead body o r my brother'!' 
Then he became one orl he remorsefu!." ) (Al-Ma 'idah 5: 3 1) 
Some have mentioned that when he kill ed him, he carried 
him on his back ror a yea r, others have said a hundred yea rs. 
He rcmained like that until Allah sent \wo crows - As-Suddi 
report s with his isnod to the Compnni ons that they were 
brothers - who fought with one another. One killed the other, 
and so he started digg ing a grave for him . I-Ie pushed him 
into it , buricd him, and covered him up. When he saw him 
doing that, he sa id , "Woc to mc! Am 1 not cven nb lc to be as 
this crow and cover the dead body of my brother?" Then he 
became one of the rcmorsefu!' So he did as the crow did ; hc 
covered up his brother by burying him . 

Mujahid Iws stated that Qabeel received immcdiate 
punishment the day he killed his brother. His shin became 
stuck to his thigh, and his face became pointed toward the sun 
wherever it went. This was an exemplary punishment for him 

Sa"d: Abu Dawood (No. 4256) repons it on the authority of Abu Bakrah. 

(I) Saheeh: Ahmad (No. 3623). 
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fo r his sin and for his jealousy of'his own fu ll brother. 

It is reported in the hadeelll from Allah's Mcsscnger ~ that 
he said, "There is no sin morc fittin g thai A llah should mete 
out punishmcnt for it in advancc in this world nlong with 
what \-I c has stored up for it s pcrpctrator in thc Herca Oer than 
transgress ion <lnd severing the tics of kinshi p." 



The meaning of "Sheeth" is: "G ift of A llah", I-li s paren ts 
named him thus because they were blessed with him after the 
dea th of I-Iubee!. 

'Abdu llah Ibn AI-Imam Ahmad reported on the authority or 
'Utayy - who was the SOil o r Dhamrah As-Sa 'di - that he said, 
'" saw an old man speaking in AI-Madinah and I asked about 
him and they said, 'Th is is Ubayy Ibn Ka'b -#0.' I-I e (Ubayy) 
said, "When death approac hed Adam ~, he said to hi s sons, 
"0. my sons! I long ror the rrui ts orParad ise." So Ihey went out 
to search for something ror him. While they were searching, 
they were mel by the angels, who had with them Adam's 
shrouds, embalming fluid and digging tools rrom Allah, rrom 
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Paradi se. T hey sa id , "0, sons of Adam! what cia YO ll intend 
and what is it that yo u seck?" Thcy answered, "Our f~lI her is 
il1 , nnd he longs for the fruits of Paradise." T he a nge ls said , 

" Return , for the time has come for your father to die." So they 
nil came and Eve recognized them. She clung to Adam ~ 
and he sa id , HLeave me! Fo r I surely came befo rc you. Let 
mc be alone w ith the angel s of my Lord , the Most Glorified, 
Most High." Then they lOok out h is soul , gave hi s body a bath , 

shro uded the body, emba lmed it and dug a grave fo r him and 
offered h is fu nera l prayer and lowered hi m in the gnwe and 

closed the grave over hi m with ea rt h. Then they sai d, "0, sons 
of Adam! T his is 10 be you r tradi tion." It s iSllad is authenti c. t l) 

Ibn ' Asakir narrated on the au thority of ' Abdu ll ah Ibn 'Abbas 

~ that the Messenger of A llah ~ said, " The a nge ls said, 
"Allahu Akbar (Allah is Grea test)" over Adam ~ fo ur ti mes; 
ancl Abu Bakl' sa id. '"Allallll Akbar" over Fati mah four times; 

and ' Umar said, "Alla!w Akbar" four times over Abu Bakr; and 
Suhaib said , "A llallll Akbar" four times over 'U ma r." (2) Ibn 

'Asakir snid , " It was a lso narra ted by others on the au thori ty 
of Maimoon, who reported it o n the authority of' Abdu ll ah Ibn 

'Umar -#0. 

Scho lars have offe red different opinions as to where he was 
buried ; T he most favored opinion is that Adam ~ was buried 

ncar mounta in in India whe re he had descended [rom Paradise. 

It was also said that he was buried near Mount Qubais in 
Makkah. A nd it was said that when it was the ti me of the Great 

Flood, Noah carri ed the bodies of Adam and Eve in a caske t and 

( I) Narrated by Ahmad in hi s MlI,wod (20734). 

(2) Narrated by Ibn 'Asakir in a II/mfou' ronn (7/458) it contains in its iSliad 
onc Muhammad Ibn Ziyad Al- Yashkuri, who used to rabricate almdeel". 
It was also narrated by At-Hakim in AI-MII.J/adrak, but according to Adh­
Dhahabi and Ad-Daraqutni. its iSllad also contains unacceptable narrators. 
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buried them in Bail AI-Maqdis (Jerusalem). This W,IS related 
by Ibn Ja rcer At-Taba ri . They also di sagreed regarding his 
lifespan - peace be upon him : We have previously referred to 
the hadeelll reponed 011 the authority of' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 
..$. and Abu Hura irah 4c in a 11/01/00 ' fo rm, in wh ich it was 
stated tha t: " His lifespan was ordained in AI-Lall'h Af-Malljooz 
(the Preserved Table t) to be a thousand yea rs:' (I) 

This is not contradicted by what is written in the Torah, 
which states tha t he lived for nine hundred and thi rt een years, 
because thi s saying of theirs is di scred ited and rejected , 
s ince it contrad ic ts the truth which is in our hands, that 
be ing preserved from the one who was protected from error. 
In addition , it is poss ib le to reconci le th is saying of theirs 
with what is narrated in the hC/deeth - if it is correct - may 
refer to the period o f his life on Earth, afte r he was sent down 
from Paradise, that being nine hundred and thirt y solar yea rs, 
which, in lunar yea rs, wou ld be equivalen t to ninc hundred 
and fifty-seven years, To this is added the for ty-three years 
which he spent in Paradise, pr ior to being sent down to Earth , 
accord ing to wha t was said by Ibn Jarccr and othcrs. Th is 
would make a tota l of a thousand years, 

What Has Been Mentioned About idrees ;@1 

Allah, ivl OS I High , says, ( And mcntion in thc Book (the 
Qur'an) Idrccs (Enoch). Veri ly, he was a man of truth (and) a 

( I) This narration is rai sed to the level of hosol/ by other supporting narra­
tions: it was narrated by Ahmad (2270) on the authori ty of 'Abdlillah Ibn 
'Abbas ~, 
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Prophet and We rai ~cd him to a high station . ) (Som-ah M{l/J!am 
19:56,57) 

So Id rees ~ has been praised by Allah and He described 
him as being a Prophet and a 111<1 11 of truth . He is al so known as 
Idress and he was a direct ancestor o f the Messenger of Allah 
:1:5, according to what has been sa id by morc than one scholar 
of genea logy. He was the first of the sons of Adam ~ 10 be 
gran ted Prophcthood ancr Adam ~ and Shecth ~. 

Ibn Ishaq said that he was the first person to write with a pen. 
I-Ie li ved for three hundred and eight years of Adam's li fc. A 
group of pcople said that it was hc who was referred to in the 
hadeeth reporled oll lhc autho ri ty o f Mu'awiyah Ibn AI-I-I akam 
As-Su l ami ~, who reported that when he asked the Messenger 
of Allah ~ about wriling in the sand, he sa id, "There was a 
Prophet who wrote in the sand, so if they do it as he d id, that is 
pennissib le." (II 

Wi th regard to Allah's say ing: ( We raised him 10 a high 
stillion ) (SoO/'ah MlIIJ1CU1l 19:57), accord ing 10 what has been 
authentica ll y reported in the Saheehain (2) in the hadeeth of 
AI-Ism', the Messenger of Allah ;tS visited him in the fourth 
heaven. 

AI- ' Awfi reported on the autho rity of ' Abdu llah Ibn ' Abbas 
.;" Ihal hc sa id regarding the Words of Allah, Mosl High: ( We 
raised him to a high station ) (SoO/'al1 MlIIyalll 19:57), " I-I e 
was rai sed to the six th heaven and he died the re." Ad-Dahhak 
said likewisc. But the hadeeth in which it is stated that he is 
in the fourth heaven, which is agreed upon by AI-Bukhar i and 

( I) Narrated by Muslim (537). Abu Dawood (930). An-Nasa'i (1218) and 
Ahmad (23255). 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (3207) and rvluslim (162). 
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Muslim, is more correc t and it is the op in io n of Mujahid and 

o the rs. 

Some have claimed that Idrees did no t li ve before Nooh, 
rather, they say that he lived during the time of the Children 
of Isra'eel. 

A I-Bukha ri sa id , " It was mentioned on the authority of 
'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood ~ and' Abdullah Ibn' Abbas .;., that 
lI yas (Elias) was Idrees.(l) They drew support for thi s cla im 

from the hadeelh of Adh-Dhuhri , on the authority of Anas ~ 
regarding AI-Ism', in which it was stated that when the Prophet 

3i passed by him, he sa id , " Welcome, p ious brothe r and pious 
Prophet! " He d id not say as Adam ~ and Ib raheem ~ had 
sa id, " Welcome, piolls Pro phet and son!" They sa id, " Ifhe was 

a direct descendant o f him, he would have said as they did." 

But thi s does not necessa ril y prove their case, because it 

m ight be that the narrator did not remember it prec ise ly, or 
he may have sa id it by way of indu lgence and humility and 

he did not address h im as a father as Adam , the fat her of the 
mankind and Ibraheell1 , the Kllaleel, o f the Most Beneficent 
and the greates t of the UIIII- 'AzlII (2 ) - after Muhammad (may 

the Bless ings and Peace of A llah be upon them nil). 

(I) Narrated by Al-Bukhari in a IIIII'lIl1a(j form in the Book of the Ah(lcieelh 

of the Prophets. 

(2) U11I1- ·A=m: They are Nooh , Ibrahccm, Moosa, 'Ecsa und Muhammad 
(peace bc upon thcm all). 'Abdullah Ibn . Abbas said that UIIII- '~bn 

means: The Possessors or Resoluteness and Patience. 



He is Noah, SOil o f Lamak, son of Mattooshlakh, the SOil of 
Khanookh (i.c. Id rces), son of Yard, son of Mahla'ccL son of 
Qainan, son of Anush, son of Shecth, son of Adam, the fathcr 
of the manki nd ~ . 

Hc was born a hundrcd and twenty-s ix years aOcl' the death 
of Adam ~, according to what Ibn Jarecr and others have 
mentioned. 

Accordi ng to the history of the People o f the Scripture, the 
period between the birth of Noah ~ and the death of Adam 
~ was a hundred and [arty six years. BUI in fact, the time spall 
between them was ten centuries , as AI-Hafiz Abu I-Iatim Ibn 
Hibban said in his Saheeh. on the authority of Abu Umamah 
...;c, who reported that a man sa id , "0, Messenger of Allah! 
\Vas Adam a ProphetT The Prophet ~ said , " Yes; and he was 
spoken to (by Allah}." The man then asked, "And how long 
was there between him and Noah '1!.i::B?" The Prophet ~ repl ied, 
"Ten centuries." (1 ) I say: This is in accordance with the criteria 

(I) This is an uuthent il; Iwdeelh nurrated by Ibn Hibban in hi s S(lheeh (1-1/69. 
No. 6 190). 
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for acceptance stipulated by Muslim, though it was not narrated 
by hi m or by AI-Bukhari. 

It was re ported on the authori ty of' Abdullah Ibn' Abbas ~ 
that he sa id, " Between Adam ~ and Noah ~ was a period of 
len centuries - during wh ich <1 11 of the people fo llowed Islam 
(Le. submission to Allah)." (I ) 

If what is meant by a qam (ceIltury) is a hundred years, as 
appears to be the case fo r many people, then be tween them is 
a period of a tho llsand years, without doub t. But thi s does not 
negate the poss ibili ty that it could be longer, in vicw of what 
'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas specified, which was Islam, since there 
might be other latcr centuries between them, during which the 
people did not fo llow Islam. But the hadeeth of Abu Umamah 
~ proves that the pcriod is restricted to ten centuries and 
• Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas added the addilional information Ihal all 
ofthcm fo llowed Islam. 

But if the meaning ofa qam is a generation of mankind, as in 
thc Words of Allah, Most High: ( And how many generations 
have We des troyed after Nooh! ) (Soorah AI-Ism' 17: 17) and 
the Words of I-lim, Most High: ( Then, after them, We created 
other generations) (SoO/'all AI-Mu 'minooll 23:42) and His 
Words: ( And many generations in betwccn ) (SoOl-oli AI­
Furqoll 25:38)' and His Words: ( And how many a generation 
(past nations) have We des troyed bcfore thcm ) (So01'all 

M(II),{JIII 19:74). 

Thc Prophet ~ sa id : "The best of people a rc my generation," (2) 

( \ ) Th is was narrated by AI-Hakim (3654) and he dcclnred it authentic. Adh­
Dhahabi concurred with Ihis. 

(2) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6429). Muslim (2533), At-Tinnidhi (3859). 
Ibn Majah (2362) and Ahmad (3583), on the authority or' Abdullah Ibn 
Mas'ood ~. 
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the gencration. before Noah li ved long lives and based on this, 
the time between Adam ~ and Nooh ~ would be thousands 
of yea rs. And Allah knows bette r. 

In short , Allah, Most High, only sent Noah ~ when idols 
and Tawaglteet (1) had comc to be worshipped and the peop le 
had bcgun to crr and eommit acts of disbclicf. Hc, Most High, 
thcn sen I him as a mcrcy fo r the slaves; and he was the first 
Messenger sent to the inhabitants of the Earth, as the people of 
AI-Mawqif will say to him on the Day of Resurrection. (2) 

Allah has told his story, the response of his people, the 
punishment of th~ Flood which descended on those who 
d isbelieved in him and how Allah saved him and hiseompan ions 
aboard the ship (Ark) in several places in the Qur 'an. 

In Saara" A/-A 'raj, I-Ie says, , Indeed, We sent Nooh (Nooh) 
to hi s people and he sa id , '0. my people ! Worship Allah ! You 
Iwve no other ilolt (God) but lie. (La ilalta ill-Allah : none has 
the right to be wor"h ippcd but Allah) . Certa in ly. I fea r for you 
the torment of a Great Day!' The leaders of' hi s people sa id , 
'Veril y, we sec you in plain error. ' (Noah) sa id. -0, my people! 
There is no error in mc, but I am a Messenger from the Lord 
of the 'Alameel1 (mankind, j inn and all that exists)! I convey 
un to you thc Mcs~age5 of my Lord and give si ncere advice 
to YO lt . And I know from Allah what you know not. Do you 
wonder that there has eomc to you a reminder from your Lord 
th rough a man fTom amongs t YOll, tha t he may warn you, 50 that 
you may fear Allah and that YOlllllay rece ive (1Ii s) Mercy'!' But 
they be lied him, so We saved him and those along with him in 

( I) T{/\l"(Igheel: (sing. is Taghool) Those who call to the worsh ip of other 
than Allah or who arc worshipped besides Allah and they accept and are 
pleased with that \\ orship. 

(2) The wkhreej for lhl S will be given later. 
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thc ship, and We d rowned thosc who belied Ow' Ayllf (proofs, 
evidences, Verses. lessons, s igns, rcve lations, ctc.). Thl:Y wcre 
indeed a blind people, ) (SoO/'o ll AI-A '1'af7:59-64), 

Hc, Most High, says in 500rah )OOI1I1S, ( And rec ite to them 
the news ofNooh. Wht::n hc said to his peoplc: ' 0 . my people, 
if my stay (with YOll) , and my rcminding (you) of the Ayol of 
AlInh is hard on YOll , then I put my trust in Allah. So devise 
your pial , you and your partncrs, and Ict not your plo t be in 
doubt for you. Then pass your sentence on mc and g ive me no 
rcspite. But if YOll tum away ( from accepting my doct rine of 
Islamic Monotheism, (i .c. to worship nOlle but Allah). then no 
reward havc I asked or you; my rcward is only from Allah and 
I have becn commanded to be one oflhe Muslims (those who 
submilloAllah's Will)':' , (SaO/'ail )001111S 10:7 1,72) 

He, Most High, says in 500/'011 As-Sa./Jat, And indeed 
Nooh (Noah) invoked Us, and We arc the Bl.!st or those who 
answcr (the rcquest) . And We n.:scucd him <lIH.lllis I ~llllil y from 
the grcat di strcss (i ,I.!, drowning). And, hi s progeny, thcm We 
made the survivors (i .e, Shel11, Ilam and Japhcl h). And len for 
him (a good ly rcmcmbrance) among gcnerat ions to come in 
lata times: Salol/1/111 (peace) be upon Noah (from Us) among 
the 'Alameen (mankind. jinn and all that exists)!" Vcril y, thus 
Wc rcward the MIII/.\·;I1(){J/1 (those who do good - see v, 2: 11 2). 
Veri ly, he (Noah) was one of Our believing slaves, Then We 
drowned the other (disbe lievers and polytheists, c tc.) (5001'011 

As-SafJat 37:75-82) 

He, Most High, says in Soorah Bora 'alt (A IMTawbah) , ( Has 
not the story rcaeht::d thcm of those bcfore thcm? M The people of 
Noah .. Ad and Thamood, the people of Ibraheem, the dwcllers 
of Madyan (Midian) and the cities overthrown (i.c. thc pcople 
to whom Loot [Lot] preached) , to thcm camc their Mcssengers 
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with clear proofs . So it was not Allah Who wronged them, but 
they L1sed to wrong themselves ) (Soorali At-Tawbah 9: 70) 
His story has already been mentioned in Soorah YOOI/IIS and 
Soorah Hood. 

In Soora" Subliou (AI-Isra '), He, Most High, says, ( 0 , 
offspring of those whom We carricd (in the ship) with Noah! 
Veril y, he was a grateful s lave. ) (Soorall AI- Ism ' 17:3) And 
He, Most High, also said in the same Sooralz , ( And how many 
generations have We destroyed after Nooh! And Sufficient is 
your Lord as Knower of all things and Beholder o f the sins of 
His slaves. ) (Soora" AI-Isra ' 17: 17) 

He, Most High, says in Soorah Qaf, ( Denied before them 
(i.e. these pagans of Makkah who denied you, 0 , Muhammad,) 
the people of Nooh, and the dwellers of Rass, and Thamood, 
and ' Ad, and Fir'awn (Pharaoh), and the brethren of loot (lot) , 
And the dwe llers of the Wood, and the people ofTubba '; a ll of 
them denied (their) Messengers, so My Threat look effect.) 
(Soora" Qa/50: 12- 14) 

He, Most High, says in Soorah At-Tahreem ( Allah sets forth 
an example for those who disbelieve, the wife o f Noah and the 
wife of Loot. They were under two of Ollr righteous s laves, but 
they both betrayed their (husbands by rejecting their doc tri ne) 
so they (Noah and Loot) bcncfi ted them (their respecti ve 
wives) not aga inst A llah, and it was said , ' Enter the Fire along 
with those who enter ' !" ) (Soorah A t- Tahreem 66: I 0) 

As for the details o f what be fell him at the hands of his 
people, it is taken from the Qur ' an and the SIIIIfW/t and the 
trad itions. We have previously mentioned a report on the 
author ity of ' Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ";" that he said, " Between 
Adam . and Nooh : was a per iod of ten centu ries, during 
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which all or the peoplc followed Is lam." Thi s was narrated 
by AI-Bukhari. (l) We mentioned that the meaning or qam is 
"generation" or a hundred yea rs. 

Then, aner those righteous generations, it happened that the 
people or that time reverted to idol worship and the reason fo r 
that was narrated by AI-Bukhari , on the authority or 'Abdullah 
Ibn 'Abbas ~, in the ta/seer or the Words o r Allah, Most High: 
( And they have sa id, ' You shall not leave your gods, nor shall 
you leave Wadd. nor Sliwa', nor }'aghooth, nor )'a 'ooq, nor 
Nasr (names orthe idols)' . ) (Soora" Nooh 7 1 :23), in which 
he said, "These were names or righteous men rrom among the 
people or Nooh and when they died Satan incited their people 
to (prepare) and place idols at the places where they llsed to sit , 
and to call those idols by their names. The people did so, but 
the idols were not worshipped till those people (who in itiated 
them) had died and the origin or the idols had become obscure, 
whereupon people began worshipping them." 'A bdu llah Ibn 
'Abbas 4 added, "These ido ls, which had been worshipped 
by the people or Nooh ~, later becamc the idols which the 
Arabs worshipped." ' Ikrimah said likewise, as did Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah and Muhammad Ibn Ishaq. 

It has bcen confirmed in the Saheehaill rrom the Messenger 
or Allah j'5 that when Ul1lm Salamah \;" and Umm I-Iabeebah 
~t mcntioncd the church which they saw in Abyssinia in which 
there were pictures, the Messenger of A llah ;}.l said, " If any 
relig ious man dies amongst those people they will build a place 
of worsh ip a t his grave and make these pictures in it. They 
will be the worst creature in the sight of Allah on the Day or 
Resu rrection." (2) 

(I) The wkhreej for this narration has already been given. 

(2) Narrated by AI-Bukhari (427) and Mustim (528). 
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And what is mcant is tha t whcn the corruption spread on the 
earth and the scourge of worshipping idols becamc widespread 
therein, Allah sent His slave and I-lis Messenger, Nooh ~ 
to ca ll them to the worship of Allah, Alone, without partners 
and to forbid them from worshipping other than Him. He 
was the first Messenger sent by Allah to the pcople of the 
Earth, as eonfirmcd in the Sallee/will, 0 11 the au thority of Abu 
Hurairah ...t,D, who reported li-OIll thc Prophet 1i1 that he said, in 
the hadeelh of Ash-Sila/a 'all (the Intercession), "They will go 
10 him and say, '0, Adam! You arc the fat her of all manki nd, 
and Allah created you with His Own Hands, and ordered the 
angels to prost rate for YOll , and made you live in Paradise. 
Wi ll you nol intercede for LIS with your Lord? Don ' t you see in 
what (m iserable) state we are, and to what condi tion we have 
reached?' On that, Adam wi ll rep ly, ' My Lord is so Angry, 
as I-Ic has never been before and wi ll never bc in the future ; 
(besides), He forbade me (to cat from) the trec, but I disobeycd 
(Him), (J amlVorried about) myselr. Myselr. Go to somebody 
else; go to Nooh.' They will go to Nooh and say, '0, Noah! 
You are the first amongst the Mcssengers of Allah to the people 
oflhe Earth, and Allah named you a thankful slave. Do you Il ot 
see in what a (m iserable) state we nrc and to what condition we 
have reached? Will you not interccde for us wi th your Lord?' 
Nooh will rcp ly, 'Today my Lord has become so Angry, as He 
has ncver been before and will never be in the fu ture. Myself! 
Myself! " til And he mentioncd the hadeelh in its entirety. I-Ie 
also related it in the sto ry of Noah $B_ 

When Allah sent Noah ~~, hc called upon thcm to worship 
on ly Allah, Alone, without partners and 110t to worship any 
idols or graven images or any Taghool wi th I-lim and to 
acknowledge His Oneness and thc facl that nOlle has the right 

( I) NarrJicd by AI-Bukhari (3340 and 4712) and Muslim (194)_ 
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to bc worsh ipped bu t I-Ic. Thcre is no lord but He, just as He 
com manded the Messengers who came aftcr him - a ll of whom 
were from his progeny - to do, as He, Most I-ligh, says, ( And 
his progeny, thcm We madc thc survivors ( i. c. Shc l11 . I-lam and 
Japhcth ). ) (SoO/·oil As-S,ifJat 37:77) 

I-Ie said regarding him (Nooh ~~) in SOO/'cdt IbralteclII , ( 
and We placed in their oO'spring Prophethood and Scripture.) 
(Soorah Ibraheem 57:26) That is, cvery Prophet who came 
after Nooh $:9 is frol11 his progeny and likewise Ibrahccm ~. 

Allah, Most High, says, ( l ie sa id, "0, my people t Ve ri ly, I 
am 11 plain warner to you, that you should worship Allah, Alonc. 
be du ti ful to Ilim, and obey me. lie (A llah) will forgive you for 
YOllr sins and grant you a respite to an appointcd tcnll . Vcrily. 
thc term of Allah when it comes. cannot be de laycd. if you but 
knew.' lie sa id , '0, my Lord ! Veri ly. I have ca lled my pcoplc 
night and day (i .e. secre tl y and opcnly to accept thc doc trine 
of Islamic Monotheism). But a ll my cail ing added nothing but 
to (their) Right (from the truth ). And verily, every time I called 
unto thclll that You might forg ive them, thcy thrust thcir fi ngc rs 
into thei r ea rs, covered themsclvcs up with their garmcnts. 
and pers isted (in their re fusal), and magnified themselves 
in pride. Then verily, I called to thcm opcnly (a loud); then. 
ve ri ly: I proc laimed 10 thcm in publ ic and I have appealed 10 
thcm in private. I sa id (to them), • Ask forgivencss from your 
Lord; Verily, li e is O ft-Forgiving; I lc will send rain to you in 
abundance and give YOll increase in wca lth and children and 
bestow on you gardens and bestow on you rive rs. What is the 
mattcr with YO ll , (that yOll fear not Allah [ Ilis punishmcnt] 
and) you hopc not fo r reward (from Allah or YOll bc licvc not 
in I-lis Oneness), while I-Ie has created you in (dirTerent) stagcs 
(i.c. fi rst a I1l1tfit!l, then an 'alaqah and thcn a mlldhglwh '. ) 
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(Soorah Noah 71 :2· 14) 

So Allah mentioned that Nooh ~ called them to Allah in 
every possible way, both night and day, in secret and ill public, 
sometimes through encouragement and at other times th rough 
intim ida tion. But a ll of this d id not succeed with them. On the 
contrary, most of them persisted in thei r wrong-doing, tyranny 
and idol worshi p and they displayed enmity towards hi m at 
all times, be li ttl ing him and those who believed him. They 
threatened them with stoning and expuls ion and Ihey inflicted 
harm on them and tried thei r utmost 10 frustrate them in matters 
perta ining to their Relig ion: ( The leaders of his people sa id, 
"Veril y, we see you in plain error." (Noah) sa id, '0, my people ! 
There is no error in me, but J am a Messenger from the Lord of 
the 'Afameell (mank ind, jinn and all that ex ists), !" ) (Soorah 

A/-A ·rcif7 :60,6 1). That is, J am 110t as YOli c la im, a person who 
is astray; rather, J am fo llowing sound guidance, a Messenger 
fro m the Lord o r the worlds, i. e. I-Ie Who says to a th ing, " Be!" 
And it is: ( " I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and 
give sincere advice to you. And 1 know from Allah what you 
know not." ) (Svorah AI-A 'raj 7:62) This is the nature of 
the Messenger, that he is an eloquent advise r and the mos t 
knowledgeable or people regarding Allah, the Almighty, the 
All -Powerfu l. 

Among the th ings that they said to him was th is: ( " We see 
you bu t a man li ke ourse lves , nor do we see any fo llowing 
you but the meanest among us and they (too) followed you 
without thi nking. And we do not see in you any merit above us, 
in fact we think you are liars." ) (Soorah /-Iood II :27) They 
were astonished at the idea tha t a human being should be a 
Messenger and they belittled those who followed him, holding 
them to be the 111 0s t humble and despised people among them. 
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It has been sa id that they were the common cst among the 
people and the weakest of them, as Heracl ius sa id , "They (Le. 
the humble and wcak) are the fo llowers of the Messengers." (I I 

And this was only because there was no thing to prevent them 
from following the truth. 

As fo r His Words: ( without thinking ) (SoO/'all Hood II :27), 
the meaning is that simply because you preached to them, 
they fol lowed the first thing that came to their minds, without 
thinki ng and without refl ecting. This accusation which they 
made against them is in fact a thing for which they deserve 
praise - may Allah be pleased with them - because evident 
tmth does not require reflection or thought or contemplation. 
On the contrary, it requires tha t one follows it and submi ts to 
il wherever it appears, which is why the Messenger of Allah ~ 
sa id , when pra ising As-Siddeeq, "Every person whom I called 
to Islam hes itated, except Abu Bakr, for he did not hesitate for 
a moment." (2) For this reason, the people also swi ftl y gave their 
pledge of al legiance to him on the Day of As-Saqeefah,/J) without 
contemplation and without reflection, because hi s superiority 
over all others was clearly apparent to the Companions i>. 
This is why when the Messenger of Allah wanted to write a 
document regarding the subject or the Ca liphate, he abandoned 
it, saying, "A llah and the Believers wi ll reject anyone except 
Abu Bakr ~." {"')As ror what the disbelievers among the people 
ofNooh ~ sa id to him and those who be lieved in him, (" And 

(\) Narr:ned by Al-Bukhari (7), Muslim (1723) and Imam Ahmad (2366). 

(2) Narrated by Ibn Hisham in his Seerah (219 I). 

(3) The Day of As-Saqecfah: As-Saqeefah means The Shetter. On the day of 
Ihe Prophet's death, Ihe Muslims gathered togelhcr in a shelter belong­
ing to 8allu Sa'idah to choose a Caliph. The lIame of Ihe house is used 
as shonhand for the event, or the gmherillg. which was a cTllcialturning 
poilll in the history of Islam. 

(4) Narrated by Musl im (2387) and Ahmad (24589). 
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wc do not see in YOll any me rit above us." ) (Soorah Hood 
II :27) - it means: We do not see that YOll and your fo llowers 
have any virtuous status above us in you r phys ica l <l ppearance. 
your character, your provisions, or your condi tion, since YOll 
accepted thi s rel ig ion ofyoll rs. 

( " In fact we think you arc liars."lle said , "0 , my people! Tell 
me, i r I have a clear proof from my Lord. and a Mercy has come 
to me from I lim, but that (Mercy) has been obscured from your 
sight , sha ll we compe l you to .lecept it (I sla mic Monothei sm) 
when YOll ha ve a strong hatred for itT' ) (Saorall /-Iood I I :27-
28) T his is an express ion of courteousness and gentleness in 
his address to them, when cn ll ing them to the trut h, as I-Ie, Most 
High, says, ( And !'peak to himllliidly, pe rhaps he may accept 
admonition o r fear Allah . ) (Soorall Ta I-Ia 20 :44) 

He, Most High, says, ( In vite (mankind, 0 , Muhammad,) 
to the Way of your Lord (Le. Is lam) with w isdom (i .e . with 
the Divine Inspirat ion and the Qur ' an) and fair preach ing, and 
argue with thcm in a way that is bClIe r. ) (5001-011 Au-NoM 
16: 125) 

Th is is apparent In Noah 's words 10 the m: ( "Oh, my peoplc! 
Tc ll me , if I have a clear proof from my Lord, and a Mercy has 
come 10 me from I lim," ) (SoO/·"II Nood II :28) The "Merey" 
re ferred to is Prophc lhood and the Message_ ( " But that (M ercy) 
has bcen obscured from your sight. " ) (SoO/·al1 /-Iood II :28) 
T hat is, you did not understand it and YO LI were not guided 
to it, ( "Shall we compel you 10 accept it?" ) (Sooral1 Hood 
II :28) That is, shall we coerce you and force you to be lieve in 

it? ( "When you hn vc a strong hatred for it?" ) (5001-011 Hood 
II :28) That is, I have no means to make you do so in sllch 
c irclllll stances. ( "A nd 0, my people ! I ask Of YOlll10 weal th for 
it , Illy reward is from none but A llah:' ) (500/·0" Nood II :29) 
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That is, I do not req uire any paymcnt from you 1'0 1' convey ing 
to you that which will benefit you in your ea rthl y life and in 
your A rterlife. I do not seek that from anyone except A llah, 
Whose Reward is bellcr for me and more lasting than what you 
might give to me. 

( "I am not going to drive away those who have belicved. 
Surely, they arc go ing to meet the ir Lord, but I sec that you are 
a people who arc ignonl lll." ) (SoO/'all /-load II :29) It is as if 
thcy had requcsted him to send those people away from him 
and promised him tha t they would join him if he did so. But he 
refused the ir reques t and sa id , ( "Surely, they are go ing to meet 
their Lord." ) (Soorah Nood II :29) and so I fe,11" tha t if I scnd 
them away, they will complain of me to Allah, the Almighty. 
the Al l-Powerful. 

( "And I do no t say to you Ihat with me are the Treasures 
of A llah, nor that I know the ghaib (unseen); nor do I say I 
am an ange l." ) (SoO/'all /-load 11 :3 1) That is, on the cont rary, 
I am a s lave and <I Messenger. I do not possess anythi ng o f 
A llah's Knowledge, exccpt that which He has informcd me 
and I have no ab il ity to do an ything excep t thm which Allah 
has enabled me to do. Nor do I possess the power to benefit or 
inflict harm. except .IS A llah will s. ( "And I do not say of those 
whom your eyes look down upon ... .. ) (Soorall /-Iood II :31). 
Thm is. Noah's fo llowers. ( "that Allah will not bestow any 
good on them. Allah knows what is in their inncr-selves (as 
regards bel ief, e tc.) . In that case, I should, indeed be one of 
the =alimooll (wrongdocrs, oppressors, c tc.)." ) (Soorah Hood 
11: 3 1). That is, I will not testi fy agai nst them tha t they will 
n OI be rewarded by Allah 0 11 the Day of Resurrec tion. A llah 
knows better regarding them and He wi ll recompense them for 

wha t is in their hearts: if what is in them is good, then He will 
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reward them with goodness and ifit is evil, He will recompense 
them with evil, as He, Most High, says in ano ther SOOl'ah, ( 
"They said. 'Shall we believe in you. when the mcanest (of the 
people) follow you?' He said, 'And what knowledge have I of 
what they used 10 do? Their account is only with my Lord, if 
you could (but) know. And I am not going 10 drive away the 
believers. I am only a plain warner.' ) (Soorah Ash-SIIIl 'ara ' 
26: 111-11 5) 

A long time passed and the arguments between him and them 
continued, as Allah, Most High, says, ( And indeed We sent 
Nooh Lo his people, and he stayed among them a thousand 
years less fifty yC~II's (invit ing thcm to believe in the Oneness 
of Allah [Monotheism], and discard the fal se gods and other 
dcities), and the Deluge overtook thcm whilc they were 
:(IIiIllOOIl (wrongdoers. polytheists, disbelievers, e tc .) )(Soorah 
11/- 'Ankabool 29: 14) That is, throughout all thi s extended 
period of timc, nonc but a fcw of them believed. Evcry time 
a generation passed away, they would advise thosc who came 
after Ihem not to believe in him and to contest him and oppose 
him. When a 111<ln 'S son reached maturity and understood his 
words, he would advise him in any di scuss ions they had never 
10 believe in Nooh ~ for as long as he lived. 

Their nature prevented them from believing and follo wing 
the truth , which is why Noah ~ said, ( "and lhey will beget 
none bUI wicked di sbciievers." ) (Saarah Noah 7 1 :27) -
and tha l is why they said, ( They sa id, 0, Noah! You have 
disputed with us and much have you prolonged the dispute 
with us, now bring lipan liS what you threaten us with, ifyo ll 
arc of the truthful. ' lie sa id , 'Only Allah wi ll bring it (the 
punishment) on you, if l-Ic will , and then you will escape nO l. ' 
) (SaO/'oh Hood II :32,33) Thai is, on ly A llah , the Almighty, 
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the All -Powerfu l is able to do that , for it is He Who is capable 
of doing anything, and nothing is difficult for Hi m; rather. it 
is He Who says to a thing, "Be!" and it is . ( "And my <Id vice 
willl10t profi t you, even if I wish to g ive YO ll good coull se l, if 
Allah 's Wi ll is to keep YO LI astray. li e is YOllr Lord and to Il im 
YOli sha ll re turn ." ) (Soorall /-Iood 11 :34) T hat is, i f A llah 

wants to put anyone to trial (i.e. make him go astray), 11 0 one 
wi ll be able to gu ide him . It is I-Ie Who guides whol11 He wi ll s. 
and causes to go ast ray whom He wi ll s <"Ind He docs what 
I-Ie intends (o r will s). He is the Almighty_ the Mos t Wisc, the 
Knowc r of who deserves to be guidcd and who deserves to bc 
led as tray and to Him belong the mos t 1 ~1I'-reac hing Wisdom 
and the 111 0S1 irrefutabl e a rgu lllcnt. 

( And it was inspired to Noah: 'None of your people will 
be lieve exccpt those who have believed a lready' . ) (SoO/'all 
I-Iood II :36) Th is was sa id as a consolation lO him, in light 
of what they had done to him. ( And it was inspired to Noah: 
"NOlle of your people w il1 believe except those who have 
be lieved already. So be not sad because o f what they lised to 
do '. ) (Sool"{lh I-Iood II :36) I t was a consolation to Nooh ~ 
regarding his people to know that nonc of thclll would believe 
except those who had already be lieved. That is, lct it not grieve 
YO LI wha t has passed, for victory is near and the tid ings are 
wonderful . 

( "A nd constmct the ship under Our Eyes and with Our 
Inspi ration, and address Me not 0 11 behalf o f those who did 
wrong; 1hey are surely to be drowned." ) (Soora" Nood II :37) 
Whcn Nooh ~ despa ircd of their ever-becomi ng righteous 
lind successful and cons idered that there was no good in them 
and that they continued to harm him, to oppose hi m and to 
be lie him with alllhe means 1111heir disposal. includ ing words 



and deeds, he invoked Allah's Anger against thcm and Allah 
answered his invocation. I-Ie, Most High, says, ( And indeed 
Nooh invoked Us, and We are Ihc Best of those who answer 
(the request). And We rescued him and his famil y from the 
great distress (i.e. drowning) (Saara" As-Saffill 37:75,76) 

I-Ie, Most High, says, ( Then he invoked his Lord (saying); 
. / have bcen overcomc, so he lp (me)'! ) (Soorah AJ-Qalllal' 
54: I 0). So their s ins of disbe lief and iniquity and the invocation 
of their Prophet combined against them and at that point, Al lah 
commanded him 10 bui ld Ihe Ark. 

Allah, Most High, in fo rmed him that when His Punishment 
- which could not be resc inded from the evildoing people 
- descended on them, He would not be ab le to ask Allah 
about them agai n, because he might be affi icted by feelings 
of pity toward his people, when he saw with his own eyes 
the punishment inflicted on them, for bei ng informed about 
someth ing is no t the same as seeing it with one's own eyes. 
This is why .He says, ("And construct the ship under Our 
Eyes and with Our Insp ira tion , and address Me not on behalf 
oflhose who did wrong; they are surely to be drowned. And as 
he was construc ti ng the ship, whenever the chiefs of his people 
passed by him, they made a mockery of him. ) (Som'ah Hood 
II :37,38) That is. they mocked him, regarding it as unlikely 
that what he had promised them would in fact, befall them. ( 
"He said, ' If you mock at li S, so do we mock at you likewise for 
your mocking." ) (Soorah Hood II :38) That is, it is we who 
will mock you. We are amazed at your continuing di sbelief 
and stubbornness, which demands the infliction of punish men I 
on you. ( "A nd you will know who it is on whom will come 
a torment Ihat will cover him with disgrace and on whom will 
fa ll a lasting torment. '· ) (SoOl'all Hood 11 :39) It was the ir 
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nature to stubbornly di sbelieve and vehemcntly oppose him in 
the life of thi s world and likewise in the Hereafter, for they 
will deny a lso that any Messenger came to them, as narrated 
by AI-Bukhari , on the authority of Abu Sa' ced AI-Khudri 4e, 
who said : The Messenger of Allah 3.S said , "Noah iMJ and his 
people wi ll come and Allah, the Almighty, the All -Powerful 
will say, ' Did you convey (the Message)?' He wi ll reply, ' Yes, 
my Lord!' Then He will ask his people, ' Did he convey (the 
Message) to you?' But they wi ll answer, 'No, no Prophet came 
to us.' A llah will then ask Nooh ~. 'Who will bear witness 
on your behalf? ' I-Ie will reply, ' Muhammad and his people.' 
They will bear witness that he conveyed (the Message)." And 
that is thc meaning o f thc Words o f Allah , Most High: ( Thus 
We havc madc you (truc Muslims - rcal believers of Islamic 
Monotlu.! ism, true fol lowers of Prophet Muhammad J'! and his 
SlIlIIwh l lcga l ways], a Il 'asal [and the best] na tion, tha t you be 
wi tnesses over mankind and the Messenger [Muhal1lJl1ud * ] 
be a wi tness over yo u. , (SoOt'all AI-Baqarall 2: 143) The word 
wasal means just; and thi s nation will bear witness to (the tnllh 
a t) the testi mony o f its truthfu l Prophet, who is be lieved. 

Allah, Most High, says, « (Nooh) said, '0 , my Lord! I leip me 
because they deny Ill ~ .' So We inspircd hi m (say ing): ;Construci 
the ship under Our Eyes and under Our Revelat ion (guidance).' 
) (Soorall AI-Mu'millooll 23:26,27) That is, according to Our 
Command to you and in Our Sight , we shall supervise your 
construction of it and We shall instruct you as 10 the correct 
manner of doing so. ( Then, when O ur COlll ll1,md comes, and 
the f{1II1100r (ovcn) gushes fo rth water. take 011 board of each 
kind two (ma le nnd female) , and your fa mily, except those 
thereof against whom the Word has a lready gone forth. And 
address Me not in (<1\'or or lhase who have done wrong. Ve ril y. 
Ihey arc 10 be drowned. ) (Soora" Al-Mu 'lIIiIl001l23:27) 



Then Allah instructcd him that when His Command was 
enacted and His Punishment was inflicted, he should carry 
male and female pairs of every animal and all li ving crea tures, 
including those which are eaten and others, in order that the ir 
progeny might survi ve. I-Ie was al so instructed to carry his 
fami ly with him; that is, the members of his household, except 
those regarding whol11 the Word had already gone forth. That is, 
those who had di sbelieved, because the irrevocable in voca tion 
against them had already been put into effect and the infliction 
o f the Punishment had a lready been sanctioned upon them and 
that was irrevers ible. A llah could not be appealed regardi ng 
them once the grea t Pun ishmcnt had been inflicted upon them, 
as we have explai ned previously. Accordi ng to the majority of 
scholars, what is mcant by the /alllloor is the face of the eart h, 
i.e. water gushes forth from every place on earth , even the 
"ovens" which arc the places of fire. As fo r the Words of Allah , 
Most High: ( (So it was) till then there came Our COlllmand 
and the 101111001' (oven) gushed forth (water like fountains from 
the ea rth). We sa id. "Embark therein, of each kind two (male 
and femal e), and your family, except him against whom the 
Word has al ready gone forth, and those who bel ieve. And none 
believed with him, except a few." ) (Soorah Hood I I :40) This 
was a command that when the amiction (i.e. the flood) sta rted, 
he should carry a male and female of every species on board 
the Ark. 

( "A nd your fami ly, except him against whom the Word has 
a lready gone forth ." ) (Soor{dl Hood II :40) That is, those 
disbel ievers upon whom lhe invoca tion was e ffected, including 
his son, Yam, who was drowned as we sha ll see. 

( "And those who believe." ) (SaO/'ail Hood 11 :40). That is, 
ca rry in the ship those of your people who believe in yo u. 
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Allah, Most High, says, ( "And none bel ieved with him, 
except a few." ) (SoO/·all I-load 11 :40) This was in spite o f 
the long period of time and the fact that he remained among 
them and the urgent exhortati ons he made to them night and 
day, propounding to them teachings, with courteousness, 
sometimes using threats and warn ings and other times lIsing 
encouragcmcnt and prom ises. 

A llah, Most High, says, ( And when you have embarked all 
the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say, 'A ll praise and 
thanks be to A1Iah, Who has saved us from the people who are 
zalimooJl (i.e . oppressors, wrong-doers, polytheis ts, those who 
join others in worsh ip with Allah, etc.). And say: "My Lord! 
Calise me to land a t a blessed landing-place, for You are the Best 
of lhose who bring 10 land." ) (SoOl·all AI-Mu'minooIl23:28,29) 

He commanded him to praise and thank his Lord for provid ing 
him with th is sh ip and for saving him therewith ; for grant ing 
him victory over hi s people and relieving his heart of those 
who opposed him and belied him, as He, Most High, says, ( 
And Who has created a ll the pairs and has appointed for you 
ships and cattle on which you ride, in orde r tha t yo u may mount 
fi rmly on the ir backs, and then may remember the Favor o f your 
Lord when you mOllnt thereon, and say: 'G lory to Him who has 
subjected th is to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts).' 
And veri ly, to Our Lord we indeed are to retum! " ) (SoOl·all Az­
Zukhru[ 43: 12-1 4) 

Likewise, he was commanded to invoke Allah at the start of 
the events, so that he might receive goodness and bless ings and 
that hi s end might be a laudable onc. He, Most High, sa id to His 
Messenger (Muhammad) :l'$, when he migrated (from Makkah 
10 AI-Madinah), ( And say (0, Muhammad), "My Lord' LeI 
my enlry (10 Ihe c ily of AI-Madinah) be good, and likewise my 



196 Tile Story 0/ Noo" <.,.~ 
.~--~w----·------------------------~, 
exi t (from the c ity or Makkah) be good . And grant mc from 
You an authority to help me (or a firm s ign or a proof)." ) 

(Soora" AI-Isra' 17:80) 

Nooh carried ou1 these instructions: ( And he (Nooh) said. 
" Embark therein, in the Namc of Allah will bc il s moving 
course and its rC~ ling anchorage ." ' ) (50omil Hood 11 :41) 
Thai is, begin Ihe voyage by invoking Allah 's Name and end 
it in the same W:'ly. ( "Surely. my Lord is On· Forgivillg. 
Most Merciful." ) (Soora" Hood 11:41). That is, and (He 
is) the Owner of H painful Pun ishment - alt hough He is the 
On-Forgiving, Most Mercifu l - His Punishment cannot be 
resc inded fro m the sinning people; thus it was sanc tioned for 
Ihe people of Ihe Earth who disbel ieved and worshipped other 
than Him. 

A llah, Most High, says, ( So it (thc ship) sa ilcd with thclll 
<lmid the waves lih.e mountains . ) (Soomh Hood I I :42). This 
was because Al lah. Most High, sent rain from the sky, the like 
o f which the carth had not known be fore and has not seen since; 
it was li ke thc mouths of watersk ins (pouring forth). And He 
com manded the earth to bring forth wa ter from all di rec ti ons, as 
Allah says, ( Then he invoked his Lord (saying) : " I have been 
overcome, so he lp (me)! " So We opened the gates of heaven 
with water pouring f'orth. And We caused Ihe earth 10 gush forth 
with springs . So the wa lers (of the heavcn and the canh) mel 
for a mallcr predest ined. And We carried him on a (ship) made 
of planks and nail s. I (SoO/'ail AI-Qal/1ar 54: I 0-1 3) ( Floaling 
under Our Eyes. ). (SoOl'oil AI-Qamar 54: 14) That is, under 
Our Protcction, Our Watch, Our Guard and Our Observation. ( 
a reward for him who had been rejected! ) (SoO/'all AI·Qamar 
54: 14) Allah, Most High, says, ( Veri ly! When the wate r rose 
beyond il s limits (Nooh's Flood), We carried you (mankind) in 



the floating (SoO/'ali AI-Haqqall 69: II), Tha t is, in thc floa ti ng 
ship Thai We might makc it a rcmembrance fo r yo u, and the 
keen t.:;1 1" (person) may (hear and) understand it (SoO/'all Af­
I-Iaqqall 69: 12) 

A number of scholars of I{if.\'eer said that the water rose fi fteell 
cubi ts above the highest moun tai n on Earth; thi s was wha t 
was sa id by the People of the Scrip ture. It was a lso s<1id that it 
rose eighty cubi ts and that it covered the w ho le of the Earth , 
thc length and breadth of it, its plains, its rugged ground, its 
mOllntai ns, it s desert s and its sands. No living thing remaincd 
on thc face oflhe Earth, whethe r great or small. 

And il was said. "0. earth! Swa llow lip your wa te r:' and. 
"0. sky! Withhold (your rain)." And the water was diminished 
and the Decre!.! (or Allah ) was fulfilled (i.c. the destruction of 
the pt.:oplc o r Nooh. And it (the ship) res ted on MOllnt Judi . and 
it \\as said "Away wi th the people who are =alilllooll , (SoOl'(l1i 
Hood II :44). That is, when Allah had dea lt w ith the inhabi tants 
of the Earth and nonc or those who had worshipped others 
besides Allah, the Almighty, the Al l-Powerful relllai ned, Allah 
cOlllmandcd the ea rth 10 swallow its watcr and He commanded 
Ihc sky to stop raining. ( And the water was dim ini sht.:d ) - That 
is. it decreased from what it had been. And the Decree (o r 
Allah) was fulfi ll ed. ) That is, that which Allah had previously 
ordai ned, due to His All-Encompass ing Knowledge was 
inflicted upon them. ( And it was sa id "Aw<ly with the peorl!: 
who arc =alimmm. ) (Soorall Hood II :44) And a lso Allah, 
Most High, says: ~ Because of thei r s ins they were drowiled. 
then weve made 10 enter thc Fire. And they towund none to to 
help thcm ins tead of Allah. And Noah sa id: "My Lord! Lca\-c 
not onc oftht:: disbelicvers on the early If you leave them. Ihe) 
w il1m islcad your slaves. and they w ill bege t none but w icked 
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disbelievers') (SaO/·oh AII·Naah 71 :25·27) Allah, Mosl High 
answercd his supplication, nil praise and thanks arc due to Him 
and all grace proceeds from H illl and not a single onc of them 
remained . 

Then I-Ie , Most High, says, ~ It was said , "0, Nooh! Comc 
down (frolll the ship) with pcace from Us and b lessings on 
you and on the people who arc with you (and 0 11 sOllle of 
thcir offspring), but (Lhere wi ll be other) people to whom We 
shall grant their pleasures (for a time), but in the end a painfu l 
tormenL will reach them from Us.") (Soorah !-Iood 11 :48) This 
was a command to Nooh ~ when the water subsided from the 
face o f the carth and it became possible to travel across it and to 
dwell in it. So he discmbarked from the ship, which had come 
to rest after its longjourney, on the upper portion of a mountai n 
in AI-Jazecrah, which is well -known. We have already spoken 
of it when we discussed the creation of the mounta ins. ( Wi th 
peace from Us and bless ings ) . That is, disembark in safcty, 
with blessings upon you and upon thc nations that will be born 
al1crwards. That is, from your progeny, for Allah did n OI <l llow 
<lily o f' the Believers who were with him to produce offspring, 
as ide from Noah i:J~. 

Allah, Most High, says , (And, his progeny, them We made 
Ihe surv ivors. ) (As·SajJa{ 37:77) So everyone on the faee of 
lhe earth today, fro l11 a ll races of mankind, descended from 
Nooh's th ree SOil S. And they arc Shem, Ham and Jephc. Imam 
Ahmad narra ted 0 11 the authority of Abu Hurairah ...t£. thaI he 
said: The Prophet ti passed by some people from among the 
Jews who were fasting the day of 'Aslworoh, and he said to 
them, "What is thi s fast?" This is the day on which Allah saved 
Moosa ~ and the Children of Isra ' eel frolll being drowned; 
and on that day, He drowned Fir ' awn. And on th is day, the 



199 rile SI01:I' oj Nooll ~ 
.~----~~-----------------------------"'""~~> ----""" 
ship landed on ~OUll t Joodi. Nooh ~ and Moosa ~ Fasted in 
order to give thanks to Allah, the Almighty, the A li -PowerFul." 
The Prophe t ~ sa id, " I have more c laim over Moosa ~ and 
morc ri ght to fast on thi s day (than you)." Then he said to hi s 
Compan ions J;." " If anyone of you has been 1~l s tiJ1 g since th is 
morning, let him complete hi s fast and if anyone o f you has 
taken lunch with his Fami ly, let him comple te the rest of the 
day." (I) Th is lrae/eel" is supported by a narration in the Sallee". 
III But the ghareeb part is the mention of Nooh ~ also. And 
Allah knows bett er. 

As for what has been said by many ignoran t people, that they 
ate from the leftove rs of their provisions and from grains which 
they had brought with them and they ground them that day 
and applied i'''lI1id 10 thei r eyes in order 10 strengthen their 
sight. because il had become cut off by Ihe bright light, after 
hav ing been confined in the darkness of the shi p, none of thi s is 
au thentic. It is on ly mentioned in incomplete tradit ions narrated 
from the Chi ldren of Ism 'ee l. They are not to be re lied on and 
they should no t be fo llowed. And Allah knows better. 

A number of ignorant people from Persia and India have 

( I) Narrated by Imam Ahmad (8500). In its i.~lllId is one Abu Ja'far, who 
has been condemned as "weak" by a number or scholars, while others 
declared him to be tmstworthy. (In stich cases. it is the practice of the 
scholars to act upon the negati vc report. since a scholar mi glll declare 
a pcrson tmstwonhy because he has heard nothi ng negative about him. 
another scholar might know somcthing (ncgati ve) about him which the 
other scholar does not know). There is 3150 one' Abdus·Samad. who has 
been declared wcak by scholars. In addition , hi s rather is ullkl\olVl\ (0 lhe 

scholars. Another person in the chain is Shabeel. who was known to make 
mistakes. 

(2) Narrated by AI·Bukhari (2004). on the authority or'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas 
4io and by Muslim (1 130). but neither of these two narrntions mentions 
Nooh 'b!.l . 
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denied that the Oood took place, whilc others among them have 
accepted it and they sa id, " It was on ly in the land of Babylon 
and it did not reach us." They said, "We have continlled to 
inherit the land from generation to generation from the time of 
Adam ~ until our time." 

What Has Been Mentioned About the Character 
ofNooh %fl\ 

Allah, Most High says, ( Verily, he was a grateful slave. ) 
(Saarah AI-Ism' 17:3) It was said that he used to thank Allah 
for his food , his drink and all of his affairs, 

Imam Ahmad nalTated on the authority of Anas Ibn Malik ...;o 
tha t he said: The Messenger of Allah ~ said, "Verily, Allah is 
pleased wi th the slave when he eats hi s food and thanks Him 
for it and when he drinks his beverage and thanks I-lim for it"(I) 

Muslim, At-Tirll1idhi and An-Nasa ' i narrated likewise from the 
hadeelll of Abu Usamah '*'. (2 ) 

It is clear that a grateful person is the one who performs all 
ac ts of obedience, including those of the heart, ve rbal ones and 
physical ones, because gra lit ude is expressed by all of them, as 
the POCI says in AI-Bahr At-Tawee/: 

.. YOll gellerolls people have bellefittedfrom three filings from me, 

My hand, my tongue and hearl. " 

(I) This is an authentic 'llideelh narratcd by Imam Ahmad (11758). 

(2) Narratcd by Muslim (2734). At-Tinnidhi (1816) and An-Nasa'i (4/202, 
No. 6899) 
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His Advice to His Son 

Im<l m Ahmad na rrated on the authority of ' Abdull ah Ibn 
'Amr ..;:o that he sa id: We were with the Messenger of A llah 
~ when a Bedouin Illall came to him wearing a fl owing cloak , 
decorated with brocade and he ~ said, "Veril y, this companion 
of yours has humil iated ever horseman who is the son of a 
horseman (or he said : wanls to humiliate ever horseman who 
is the SOil of a horseman) and he has elevated every he rdsman, 
who is the SOil of a he rdsman." ' Abdullah ~ sa id : Then the 
Messenger or Allah ~ look hold or the edges o r his cloak and 
said , " I do not sec upon YOli the garments of a person who is 
not endowed wilh in te lligence." Then he said, "When death 
approached the Prophe t o f Allah, Noah ~, he sa id to his son, 
' I wil l convey to YO ll Illy advice : I o rde r you to do two th ings 
and I rorbid you to do two th ings. I o rder you to be lieve that 
La ita/Ill 111011011 (none has the right to be worshi pped except 
Allah), because if the seven heavens and the seven ea rths were 

placed in one hand and La iloilo illal/ah was placed in the 

other hand, La ilaha illallah would outweigh them. And if the 
seven heavens and the seven earths we re a dark circ le, it wou ld 

be fi lled by La lIaha ilIal/ah. G lory and praise be to Allah, 
because in it a re the connectio ns to everyth ing and through it 

all crca tion is sus ta in cd. I fo rbid you to commit shirk (ascribe 
part ners to A llah) and to commit kibr. , Eithe r ' Abdu ll ah or 

someone e lse sa id , " 0 , Messenger of A llah ! As for shirk, we 

know whnt it is, bu t what is kibr? Is it that one of us should 
ha ve a pair o f fine shoes w ith fine straps on them?" He ~ 

sa id , "No." T he questioner asked, " Is it that one of us shou ld 

ha ve a fine garment which he wears?" He ~ sa id , " No." T he 
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qucstioncr asked, "Is it that one of us has a camel which he 
rides?" The Prophct fi said, "No." The questioner then asked, 
" Is it that one of us has companions who si t around hi m?" The 
Messenger of Allah ~ rep lied, "No." 'Abdullah 4 or another 
person sa id, "0 , Messenger of Allah! Then what is kibr?" He ~ 
rep lied, " Ignorance o f the truth and displaying contempt toward 
people." tI ) The iSllod of this 'I(ldeelh is authent ic, though AI­
Bukhari and Muslim d id not na rrate it. 

As for his grave, Ibn Jareer and AI-Azraqi narrated on 
the au thori ty of' Abdur-Rahman Ibn Sabit or another of the 
Tab; '0011 in a IIIl1rsal (2) form, that Noah ~ was buried within 
the precincts of the Sacred Mosque (in Makkah). 

Th is is stronger and more re liable than what has been sa id by 
many o f the later scholars, who claimed that he is in a town, in 
a place known today as Kark Noah. In that place is a mosque 
which has been bu ilt because of these cla ims. And Allah knows 
better. 

( I) This is an authent ic '/{Idee/Ii narrated by Imam Ahmad (21170, No. 6547). 

(2) MUI'.w/: A chuin of namllors which does nOi include a Companion ~. 



I-Ie is Hood, son of Shalakh , son of Arfak hshad, son of Sam, 
son of Nooh . ~ . II was said tha t Hood ~ is • Abir, the son 
of Shalakh, the son of Arfakhslmd, the SOil of Sam, the son of 
Nooh ~. Thi s was reported by Ibn Jareer At-Tabari. 

I-Ie belonged to a tribe known as 'Ad, son of 'Aws, son of 
Sam, son of Noah ~. They were Arabs living in the wi ndi ng 
sand tracts (AI-Ahqaj) , which is a moun tain of sand in Yemen, 
between Oman and I-I adhramawt, in a land looking out upon 
the sea, which is known as Ash-Sh ihr. The name o f their va lley 
was Mugheeth. They lived a great deal in tents which had huge 
poles, as Allah, Most High, says, ( Did you (Muhammad.) 110t 
sec (think) how your Lord dealt with' Ad (people), of Iram, 
with lofty poles? ) (SoO/'a" AI-Fa}r 89:6,7) That is, • Ad Iram, 
who were the fi rst ' Ad. As for the second 'Ad, Lh ey came later, 
as we shall make clear in its place. The first ' Ad were' Ad ( of 
lram, with lofty poles. The like of which were not crea ted in 
the land? ) (Saara" 11 I-Fair 89:7 ,8)That is, the like of the tribe. 
It was also sn id that it means: the li ke of whose poles, but the 
correct opinion is the fonner, as we made clear in the Ttl/seer. 
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The Arabs were known bcfore Isma' cel ~ as AI- 'A rab AI­

'Aribah and they consisted of nUl1l erolls tribes, including: ' Ad, 
Thamood, Jurh ull1 . Tasl1l , Jadces, Ameem, Madyan, ImlaC] , 
Abi l, Jasim, Qahtall , Banu Yaqlun and others. 

As for the Arabised Arabs, they were of the progeny of 
Isma 'ccl, the son of Ibrahecm Af-Klmleel (peace be upon 
them both), Isma'cd , was the fi rst to speak c loquent , classica l 
Arabic and he leamed Ihe speech of the Arabs from thc tribe 
of JurhU111, who camped near his mother, I-Iajar, in the Sacred 
Precincts, as we sha ll make c lear in its placc , if A llah wills, 
But Allah made him able to speak with the utmost e loqucnce 
and powcrs of e lucidation and the Messenger of Allah *5 was 
likewisc articulate in it. 

What is lllemH is that ' Ad - the first ' Ad - were the first to 
worshi p idols aftcr the Great Flood. Their idols were three: 
Sadd , Samood and I-lara . A llah sent to them their brother, Hood 
~ and he ca lled them to Allah, as I-Ic, Most High, says after 
mention ing the peoplc ofNooh ~ and thcir casc in Soorah Al­
A 'raJ, , And to 'Ad (people. We senl) their brother I lood. He 
sa id , "0. my people ! Worship AlIah~ You have no other ilolt 
(god) bu! Ilim . (Lo ila/w il/al/ali: none has the right to be 
wor~hipped but A !lail), Will YOll not fear (A ll ah}?"" The Icadcr~ 
of those who di~bclicvcd among his people said. "Venly, we 
sec you in fooli shness and vc rily. wc think you arl.! one of the 
liars:' (llood) sa id. "0, my peoplc~ There is 110 foolishness in 
mc_ but (I am) a ~lcssenger from the Lord o f the '.lIam(!('1I 

(mankind. jilll1 anc all that ex ists)! I convey unto YOll the 
Messages of Illy Lord. and I am a trustworthy ad\'iser (or we ll 
-wisIH:r) for YOli. D,) you wonder Ihat there has come to you a 
Reminder (und nn ad\'icc) frol11 your Lord through a man from 
amongs t yo u Ihat he may warn you'! And remcmber that lie 
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madc you successors allcr Ihc pcoplc of Nooh alld increased 
you <Imply ill s l alUr~. So remcmber Ihe graces (beslowed upon 
you) li'om Allah, sO Ilwl you may be successful." They sa id. 
"You have come 10 us Ihal we should worship A llah. A lone and 
forsakc Ihal which ollr l ~lI he rs used to worsh ip. So bring us Ihal 
Whl.:fcwilh you have threa tened LIS if YOll arc of the truthful." 
(liood) sa id . "Torment and wrath have already 1~lIl en on you 
from your Lord. Dispute yo u wilh me over names whieh you 
han: named YOll and your t~lIhers. with no au thority from 
Allah? Then wait . I am with you among those who wait.·' So 
\Vc saved him and those who were with him by a Mercy from 
Us. and We cu t Ihe 1'00ts oflhose who belied Our I"l.ml (proof's. 
e\' idences. ve rses. lessons. signs. revelations. etc.). and they 
were not bel ievers (Saara" AI-A 'ra[7:65-72) 

He, Most High, says, They said , "0, lI ood! No evidence 
ha\'c you brought us. and we shall n OI leave our gods for your 
(men:) say ing! And we arc not be li evers in YO ll. All that we 
say is that some of our gods (dei ti es) have se ized you wilh 
ev il (nwdncss ).'· I II:: said , " I call A llah to w ilness and bea r you 
wilness thai I :till ti'cc li'olll that which YOLi ascribe as partners 
in worsh ip with II i111 (Al lah ). So plot aga inst mc. a ll or yo u. 
and give me no respitc. I put Illy trust in A llah. my Lord and 
your Lord~ There is not a moving ( liv ing) crcature bu t Il c has 
grasp or its fore lock. Verily. my Lord is on the Straight Path 
(the truth)." ) (SoO/·ail !-Iooel II :53-56) 

He, Most High, says in Soorah Qad Afialw/-Mu 'minooll (AI­
}\rfu 'minoon) afte r the story of Nooh's people: Thcn. after 

them. We created <I nothcr generation. And We sent 10 thcm a 
r..,1csscnger from among thclllscl\cs (say ing). "\\'orship Allah ! 

You have no other ilah(god) but llim. Will yo u not thcn be afraid 
(o r Ilim i. c. of Ili s Punishment because of worshipp ing others 



besides I-lim)?" And the ch iefs o f hi s people, who di sbelieved 
and dellied the Meeti ng in the Hereafter, and to whom We had 
g iven the luxuries and comforts of thi s life, sa id, " He is no 111 0re 
than a human be ing like you, he ca ts of that w hich yo u cal , and 
drinks of w hat you drink. If you were to obey a human being 
like yourse lves. then veril y! You indeed wou ld be losers. Docs 
he promise you that when you have died and have become dust 
and bones, yo u sha ll come out a li ve (resurrec ted)? Far, very far 
is that which you arc promised. There is nothing but our life 
o f thi s world! We die and we live! And we arc not going to be 
resurrected! lIe is only a man who has invented a lie against 
A llah, but we arc not going to believe in him." He sa id , "0 
my Lord! Ile lp me because they deny me." He (A llah) said, 
" In a li ttle wh ile, they arc sure to be regretful." So As-Sailwll 
(punishment - awful cry, etc.) overlook them with justice, and 
We made them as rubbish of dead plants. So away with the 
people who arezalil11ool1 (polytheists, wrongdoers, disbelievers 
in the Oneness of Allah, di sobedient to His Messengers, etc.) ) 
(SoO/'oil A I-Mil 'lIIillOOIl 23:3 1-4 1). 

He, Most High, says in Soorall Ha Meell1 As-Sajdah (Fllssilat) , 
( As for' Ad, they were alTogan! in the land without right , and 
they said, "Who is mightier than us in strength?" See they not 
that A llah , Who crea ted them was mightier in strength than 
they? And they used to deny Our Ayat! So We sent upon them 
furi oll s w ind in days of evi l omen (for them) that We might 
give thcm a taste of di sgraci ng torment in this present world ly 
life, bu t sure ly the Punishment of the Hereafter wi ll be more 
disgrac ing, and they will never bc helped. ) (SoO/·all Flissi/a! 
41: 15, 16) 

We wil l re late the purport o f the story gathered from these 
threads, along with what can be added to it from the trad itions. 



We have al ready mentioned that they were the first of the nations 
to worship idols after the Great Flood and this is clear from 
His Words regarding them, ( And remember that I-Ie made YOll 

sllccessors after the people ofNooh, and increased YOll amply 
in stature." ) (Sooml! AI·A '1'0/7:69) That is, He made them the 
strongest people in their time, in physique, power and bravery. 

In Soorah AI-MIl 'milloon, He says, ( Thcn, af-icr thcm, We 
created another generation. ) (SoO/'oll A/-Ml! 'lI1inool1 23:3 1) 
They were the people of Hood, according to the correct view. 

Others said lhat they were Thamood, based on the Words of 
Allah, Most l-ligh, ( So As-Sai/wh (pun ishment - awful cry, etc.) 
overtook them with justice, and We made them as rubb ish of 
dead plants. ) (Soorah A ' ·MII 'l/1inooll 23 :41) They sa id , "They 
are the people of Saleh ~, for it is they who wcre destroyed by 
As-Sai/wh. ( And as for ' Ad, they were destroyed by a fur iolls, 
violent wind. ) (Soorah AI-Haqqah 69:6) This saying of theirs 
does not rule out the possibility that they were overcome by a 
combination of As-Saihah and the furious, violent wind, as we 
shall show in the story of the people of Madyan, the Dwellers 
of the 'Aykah (Wood). For a combinat ion of punishments were 
inflicted on them, in addition to which, there is no dispute 
regarding the fact that' Ad lived before Thamood. 

What is meant is that 'Ad were alienated, disbelieving Arabs , 
who were arrogant and defiantly determined to worship idols 
and so Allah sent to them a man frol11 among them, to call upon 
them to believe in Allah, Most High, and to sincerely devote 
their worshi p to Him alone. But they belicd him, opposed him 
and belittled him, as a result of which, Allah seized them with 
the Seizing of the Almighty, (Who is) Most Able to carry out 
what he Wills. 
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When he commanded them to worship Allah, urged them to 
obey I-lim and seek forgiveness from Him and promised thcm 
that if they did so, thcy would receive a goodly reward in the 
life of this world and in the Hercafter, while threaten ing thcm 
with punishment in the life of this world and in the Hereafte r, 
should they viola te these injunctions, ( The leaders of those 
who disbelieved among his people said. ··Verily. "e sec you 
in foolishness," ) (Soorah AI-A 'raf7:66) That is, this thing to 

which you callus is foolishness in comparison with our worship 
of thcse idols, from which wc seck victory and sustenance. And 
in addi tion to th is, wc bel ieve that you are lying in your claim 
to be a Messenger sent by Allah. 

« Ilood) said, "0. m)' people! There is no foo lishness in me, 
but (I <1m) a Messenger frol1lthe Lord of the 'A lall1eell (mankind. 
j inn and all that exists)!. ) (Soora" A I-A 'raJ7:67) That is, the 
mallcr is not as you think, nor as you believe: " 1 convey 
unto you the Messages of my Lord_ and I nln a trustworthy 
adv iser (or well -wisher) to you," ) (SoO/'all A I-A 'raJ7:68) And 
conveying the Message requires that the conveyor be free from 
untruthfulness and that he makes no addi tion, nor any om iss ion 
when delivering the Message. I-lis delivery of the Message must 
also be eloquent, succinct , comprehensive and unarguable, and 
contain no ambiguity, no contradiction and no confusion. 

But in spite of his delivery of the Message in this manner 
and his advising his people to the utmost of his abi lity - and in 
spite of his compassion toward them and his intense desire that 
they be guided - he did not seek any reward or payment from 
them, ra ther, he devoted hi mself sincerely to Allah in his call to 
(belicvc in) Him and his advice to His creat ion. He only sought 
recompense frolll the One Who sent him. This is because the 
good things in this life and in the Hereafter are in Allah's Hands 
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and at His Command; that is why he said, ( "0, my pr.:opl r.: ! I 
ask of you no reward for it (the Message) . My reward is only 
frol11 1-li l11 Who crea ted mc, Wi ll you not thcn understand'!" ) 

(500,.011 /-Iood 11 :5 1) That is, you have no minds with which to 
di sti nguish (truth fro l11 error) and understand that I am inviti ng 
you to the c lea r truth to which your innate nature - in which He 
created you - bears witness; and that is the Re ligion of truth, 
with w hich Allah sent Nooh ~ and He destroyed those who 
opposed him. Now I am calling you to (be lieve in ) Him and I 
do not ask any reward from you for it. Rather, I seek that from 
Allah, in Whose Hand is haml and benefi t and thi s is why a 
Believer said in 5001'011 Yo Seen, ( "Obey those who ask no 
wages o f you (for themselves), and who a rc ri ghtly guided. 
And why should I not worship I-lim (Allah, Alone), Who has 
created me and to Whom YO ll shall be ret urned." ) (Soo/"{lll Ya 

See" 36:2 1,22) 

Among the things that the people of Hood ~ sa id to him 
was, ( "0 , I lood! No evidence have yo u brought us, and we 
shall no t leave our gods for your (mcre) saying! And we arc 
not believe rs in you. 1\ 11 that we say is that some of Ollr gods 
(deiti es) have se izcd you with evil (madness) ." I-Ie said , " I ca ll 
Allah to witness and bear you witness that I al11 frec 1"1'0111 that 
which yo u ascribe as partners in worship:' ) (500l'all I-Iood 

II :53,54) That is, yo u have not produced any supernatural 
mi racle wh ich would bear witness for yo u o f the truth of wha t 
YOll have brought. And we are not a people who wi ll abandon the 
worship of our idols simply because on your words, when you 
have brought no proo f. We do not th ink that you are anything 
but an insane person in what you claim. You have on ly been 
seized with thi s (madness) because some of our deities have 
become angry wi th you and affl icted your mind with madness, 
That is apparent from their words: ( All that we say is tha t some 
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o f our gods (de ities ) have se ized you with ev il (madness) ." lie 
sa id, " I ca ll A llah to witness and bear yo u witness that I am 
frce from that whieh you asc ri be as partne rs in worship with 
Il im (Allah). So plot against me, all o f you. and g ivc mc 110 

respi te." ) (SoO/'ali I-Iood II :54,55) This was a challenge from 
him to them, a dec la rat ion o f his innocence of any complicity 
in the worship o f the ir idols and a statement of his contempt 
for them. It is a lso a clear assertion that they can nei ther benefi t 
nor harm and that they are simply inanimate objects. If they 
can , as yo u c laim, help, bene fi t and hann, then here I stand , 
declaring mysel f innocent of them and cursing them: ( "So 

plot aga insl111c, a ll o f you , and give me no respite .") (Soorali 
Hood I I :55) That is, yo u pcople and your idols toge ther, with 
a ll o f the resources at your di sposa l and all of the power at 
your command, do not grant me a respite of a single hour, or 
even the blink of an eye, because I do not ca re about YOll and 
I do no t even think of you, nor cven look at you. ( " I put my 
trust in Allah, Illy Lord and your Lord! There is not 11 moving 
(living) c rea ture bu t He has grasp o f its fo re lock. Ve ri ly, my 
Lord is 011 the Straight Path (the trllt h)." ) (Saara" Hood II :56) 
That is, I pu t my fait h and trust in Allah and [ am supported by 
Hi m and confidcnt ofl-li s Protec tion, which does not misguide 
those who seek it and have trust in it. So I do not care abollt any 
c reature besidcs Him and I do not put my trust in anyone but 
Him, and I do not worship anyone besides him. 

This alone is a decisive proof thatl-lood :'M.' was the slave o f 
A llah and His Messenger; the people were ignorant and astray 
in their worship o f o ther than Allah because they were unable 
to infl ict any harm on him and this proves the truthfulness of 
what he brought to thcm and the fa lsity o f what they followed 
and the immorality o f the ir be licfs. It is prec isely thi s evidence 
wh ich Noah ~ cited befo re him in His Words, ( And recite 



to them the news of Noah, when he sa id 10 his people, "0 my 
people, if my stay (with you) and my remindi ng (you) o f the 
Ayat of Allah is hard on you, then I put my trust in Allah. So 
devise your plot , you and your part ners, and let not your plot 
be in doubt for you. Then pass your sentence 0 11 me and g ive 
me 11 0 respite." ) (Soorah YOOIIIIS 10: 7 1) He, Most High, says, 
( And the chiefs o f his people, who d isbelieved and den ied the 
Meeting in the Herea fter, and to whom We had given the luxuries 
and comforts of th is life, said, " He is no more than a human 
being li ke you, he eats oflhat whieh you eat and drinks o f what 
YOll drink. If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, 
then verily, you indeed would be losers. Does he promi se you 
that when you have d ied and have become dust and bones, you 
shall come out alive (resurrected)?" ) (Soorall AI-MII'milloon 
23:33-35) They thought that the idea that Allah would send 
a Messenger was far-fetched and this specious argument was 
offered by many ignorant disbelieve rs in the past and present, 
as Allah, Most High, says, ( Is it wonder for mankind that We 
have sent Our Inspirat ion to a man from among themselves 
(i.c. Prophet Muhammad ~) (saying) : " Warn mankind (or lhe 
comi ng tonnent in Hel l}.") (Sooml! YOo/IUS 1 0:2). This is why 
Hood ~ sa id to his people, ( " Do you wonder tha t there has 
comc to you a Reminder from your Lord through a man rrom 
amongst you, that he may warn you, so tha t you may fea r Allah 
and that you may receive (I-li s) Mercy?" ) (SoO/'all AI-A 'raj 
7:63). That is, it is not surpris ing, because Allah, Most High 
knows better regarding the se lection of H is Messengers. 

He, Most High, says, ( Docs he promise you that when you 
have died and have bqcolllc dust and bones, you sha ll come 
out alive (resurrected)? Far, very far is that which you arc 
promised. There is nothing but our life o r this world! We die 
and we live! And we arc not going to be resurrectcd! lie is 
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onl y :I man who has i n vent~d a lie agai nst Allah. but we arc 
no t go ing to bclic,"c in hi m: ' , (SoOl'oll AI-Mit 'millooll 23:35-
38). They expressed their belief that the prom ised Resurrection 
is far in the future and they rejected the idea that the ir bodies 
could be resurrected afler they had become dust and bones. 
They said, "Far, fa r away is th is promise. ( "Therc is nothing 
but our life of this world! We die and we live! And wc arc no t 
going to be resurrcf.:tcd!" (SoOl'oil AI-Ml{ 'minoon 23:37) That 
is, a people die and another people are born. This was the belief 
of the Dahriyyall , ( I) as some of the ignorant people among the 
zOlladiqah (2) say, "The wombs deliver and the earth swallows." 

And he said to them, with regard to that concerning which 
he had warned them, "00 you build high p;lIaces on every 
high place, wh ile you do not li \ e in them? And do you get for 
yourselves mClsal1i ' (flnc bui ldings) as if YOli wi ll live therei n 
ror clcr?" (SoO/'ah Ash-SIII/'art!' 26: 128, 129) That is, do you 
build in every elevated place great and magnificent buildings, 
such as palaces and the like, building them for fri volous 
reasons, though you have no need of them? This was because 
they used to live in tents, as Allah, Most High, says, ( Did YOll 

(0. Mulmmmad.) not sec (thi nk) how your Lord dealt with' Ad 
(people) of Iram, with lofty Jloles. the like of which wcre not 
created in the land'! And (with) Thamood (people), who cui 
(hewcd) out rocks in the va lley (to make dwell ings)'! ) (SoO/'all 
AI-Fajr 89:6-9) So • Ad ofl ra l11 were the fi rst ' Ad who used to 
live under huge poles, which supported thei r tents. 

He, Most High, says, { "A nd do you gel fer yourselves 

(I) Dah,.iyyah: The bcl iefth:1I there is nOlhi ng save Ihis abooe in which one 
person passes away only 10 be replaccd by another, and there is no Resur­
rection or Judgment. This was the "iew of the pagrlll Arabs who rejected 
thc Resurrection. 

(2) Zlll/lItiiqah: (sing. =illlleeq) Atheists, freethinkers. 
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II I(ISlIJl i '?" , (SoO/'ah Ash-S/w 'ara' 26: 129) It was said that 
masani' means palaces. It was said that it means pigeon towers. 
Il is also sa id that ilmeans water sources, 

"As i f you will li ve thcrein for ever." r (Soorah Ash­
Shu 'ora' 26: 129) That is, it is your hope that you wi ll abide 
in this earthly abode for a long time, { "A nd when YO ll se ize , 
se i/c you as tyrants? So fea r Allah, kecp your dUl y to I lim, 
and obey me. And keep your duty to !-l im. fear !-l im Who has 
aided you wilh a ll (good thi ngs) Ihal you know, l ie has aided 
you wilh ca ttl c and child ren and gardens and springs, Verily, I 
fear for you thc puni shment o f a Greal Day," ) (SoO/'all Ash­
Shll 'ara' 26: 130- 135). 

Among the things they said to him was, ( " Have you comc to 
us Ihal wc shou ld worship Allah Al one <lnd f'orsake Ihal which 
our Hlthcrs lIsed to worship , So bring LIS that wherewilh you 
have threatened us if you arc of the truthfuL" ' (Soorah A/­
A 'raf7:70) ThaI is, have you come 10 us (to ask us) to worship 
Allah , Alone, and to oppose our fathers and our forefathers 
and that which they fo llowed? I f you are truthful regarding 
whal you have brought , then bring us the punishment that you 
promise, because we do not believe in you, we will not fo llow 
you and we do not believe you. As they said, " It is the same to 
us whcther you prcach or be not o f those who preach. This is no 
111 0rc than the ra ise tales and relig ion o fl il e a llc icnts, and we arc 
nol going 10 be punished." , (Soorah Ash-SIIII 'ara '26: 136-138) 
The word in Verse 137 has been reci ted as k/w/q and k/I/{/lIq, 
According to the formcr recitation, the mcaning would be: 
What you have brought to us is no more than fabri ca tion from 
you; and you have taken it from the books of the ancients, This 
was how it was explained by more than one of the Companions 
~ and the Tabi '0011. And according to the second recitation, the 



meaning would be: This religion which we are following is no 
more than the religion of our fathers and our grandfathers and 
we will not change and we will continue to hold fas t to it. 

Both recitat ions are suited to their words, ( "and we are not 
going to be punished." ) (Saarail Asil-Slw 'ara' 26: 138) 

He, Most High, says, ( (Hood) sa id, "Pun ishment and Wrath 
have already fallen on you fcom your Lord. Dispute you with 
me over names which you have named - YOll and your fa thers, 
with no authority from Allah? Then wait, I am with you among 
those who wail." ) (SoO/'ail AI-A 'raJ7:71) That is, you have 
deserved because of these words ignominy and Anger from 
Allah; do you reject worship of Allah, Alone, without partners, 
in favor of the worship of idols, which you have carved out 
and called "gods" of your own accord and agreed upon - you 
and your forefathers - and Allah has revealed no authority for 
them? That is, He has sent down no evidence for your beliefs. 
If you refuse to accept the tnuh and insist on falsehood, it is 
all the same to you whether I forbid you to follow what you 
are following or not. So wait now for the Punishment of Allah 
which will befa ll you and that Punishment cannot be rescinded 
or prevented. 

Allah, Most High, mentioned the story of their destruct ion in 
detai l and in bri ef, as we said earlier, sllch as in His \Vords, ( So 
We saved him and those who were with him by a Mercy from 
Us, and We cut the roots of those who belied Our Ayal and they 
were not believers. ) (Saarail A I-A 'raJ7:72) 

His Words, ( And when Our Commandment came, We saved 
Hood and those who believed wi th him by a Mercy fcom Us, 
and We saved them from a severe punisment. Such were' Ad 
(people). They rejected the A)'ol or the ir Lord and disobeyed 
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His Messengers, and followed the command of every proud 
obstinate (oppressor of (he truth. from their leaders). And they 
were pursued by a curse in thi s world and (so (hey will be) 0 11 

the Day of Resurrection, No doubt! Verily, . Ad disbelieved in 
their Lord. So away with ' Ad, the people o f I-load, ) (Soorah 
/-Iood II :58-60) 

His Words, ( So As-Saihah (punishment - aw ful CI)" etc, ) 
overtook them with j ustice. and We made them as rubbish o f 
dead plants . They said: The people of Salih were des troyed 
with awful cry ) (SoOl'al1 AI-MII'minoon 23:41 ) 

As for the detail s of their destruction, when Allah said , ( 
Then, when they saw it as a dense cloud coming towards their 
valleys. they said. "This is a cloud bringing us rain! " Nay. but 
it is that (pun ishment) which you were asking to be hastcned! 
A wind wherein is a painful punishment ! ) (5001'011 AI-Ahqaf 
46:24) - this was the beginni ng or tile punishment which came 
(0 them, for they were suffering from a drought and so they 
requested rain (from the ir idols). They saw a cloud in the sky 
and thought that it was a rain of mercy (for them), but it was 
a deluge of punishment. This is why He, Most High, says, ( 
Nay, but it is that (punishment ) which YOll were aski ng to be 
hastened! A wind wherein is a pai nful punishment ! ) (Soorall 
AI-Ahqaf46:2 4) That is, from the infliction o rthe Punishment 
and that is thei r sayi ng, ( "So bring us that wherewith you have 
threatened liS if you are of the truthful." ) (Soorall AI-A 'raJ 
7:70) And there are other similar Ve rses in SOOl-all AI-A 'raJ 

He (Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar) sa id, "And Allah sent 
the black cloud which Qai l Ibn ' ltr chose (according to the 
IIac/eet" narra ted by Imam Ahmad, on the authority of AI­
Harith AI-Bakri), with the punishment it contai ned to 'Ad until 
it reached them at a va lley known <I S AI-Mugheeth _ When they 
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saw it , they regarded it as a good sign and they said , "This is a 
cloud whieh wi ll bri ng rain to us. But Allah said , ( Nay. but it 
is that (punishment) whieh you were asking to be hastened ! A 
wind wherein is a painful punishment! Destroying everything 
by the Command ori ts Lord! So they became sli ch that nothing 
could be seen except their dwellings! Thus do We recompense 
Ihe peopk who arc ;\/1!irimoOIl (polytheists. disbelievers, 
sinners, etc.)! ) (Soorah AI-Ahqaf46 :24,25) That is, it destroys 
everyth ing that it is commanded to destroy. 

Muhammad Ibn Ishaq said, "The first person who saw it and 
realized tha t it was a wind was a woman fro m ' Ad, whose name 
was Mahd. When it became clear what was ill it, she screamed 
and then fain ted. When she rega ined consciousness, thc people 
asked her, "What did you see, Mahd?" She said , " ) saw a wind 
ill it, li ke burning flamcs and in front o f it were men, leading it. 
Allah imposed it on them ( ror seven nights and eight days ill 
succession ) (Soorah AI-Haqqah 69:7). It did not leave a single 
person frolll 'Ad alive." He (Ibn lshaq) said, "Hood ~ and 
those who believed in him were in an enclosed area. Nothing 
hi t them or those with them except that which was gentle to 
the skin and pleasing to the soul. The wi nd passed over ' Ad, 
dest roying all that was between the heaven and the earth and 
marking them with stones." Then he reported the res t of the 
story. 

Imam Ahmad na rrated a hadeelh in his Mllsnad on the 
authority of Al-Harith (i. e. Jbn Hassan, or it was said , Ibn 
Yazeed Al-Bakri) which resembles this story; he said, " I sel 
out to complain to lhe Messenger of Allah 3:i abollt AI- 'A Ia ' Ibn 
Al-Hadram i and I passed by Ar-Rabazah, where [ saw an old 
woman from Banll Tameem, who was alone in that area. She 
sa id to me, ' 0 , slave of Allah! I need to reach the Messenger 
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of A Hah to ask him for somc of my needs, will you take me to 
him?' So I took her along with me to AI-Madinah and found 
the Mosque full of people. I also found a blaek fl ag ra ised 
high, wh ile Bilal was holdi ng a sword before the Messenger of 
Allah. I asked, ' What is the mattcr with the people?' They said, 
'The Prophct ~ intends to send ' Amf Ibn AI-' As (on a military 
expedition) somewhere.' So I sat down. When the Prophet ~ 
went to his house, I asked for permission to see hi m, and he gave 
me permission. I entered and greeted him. He said, ' Was there a 
dispute be tween you and Banu Tameem?' I said, ' Yes. And we 
had been victorious over them. I passed by an old woman from 
Bantl Tameem, who was alone, and she asked mc to bring her 
to you, and she is at the door.' So he allowed her in and I said, 
'0 Messenger of Allah ! What if you make a barrier between us 
and (the tr ibe of) Banu Tameem. such as the desert?' The old 
woman became angry and opposed me. So I said, ' My example 
is the example of a sheep that carried its own destruction. I 
carried this woman and did not know that she was an opponent. 
I seek refuge with Allah and 1-1 is Messenger that I become like 
the emissary of ' Ad.' So the Prophet :ij: asked me about the 
emissary of ' Ad, having better knowledge in it , but he liked to 
hear the story again. I said, ' Once, ' Ad suffe red from a famine 
and they sent an emissary (to get relief), whose name was Qail. 
Qail passed by Mu'awiyah Ibn Bakr and stayed with him for 
a month . Mu' awiyah supplied him with alcoholic drinks, and 
two female singers were singing for him. When the month 
ended, Qail went to the mountains of Tihamah and said, '0, 
Allah! YOli know that I d id not come here to cure an ill person 
or to ransom a pri soner. 0 , Allah! Give 'Ad water as You used 
to.' So black clouds came and he was called, 'Choose which 
one of them you wish (to go to ' Ad)!' So he pointed to one of 
the black clouds and he heard someone proclaiming from it, 
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'Take it , as ashes that wil ll eavc nonc in 'Ad! " And it bas been 
conveyed to me Ihal the wind sent to thcm was no more than 
what would pass through thi s ri ng of mine, but il destroyed 
them '," Abu Wa'il said, "That is true. When a man or a woman 
would send an em issary, they would tell him, 'Do not be like 
the em issary of 'Ad (bring ing disaster and utter destruct ion to 
them instead of re li ef),' (I) At-Tirmidhi recorded it thus on the 
authority of' Abd Ibn l-iul11a id, who IlmTaled it on the au thori ty 
ofZaid Ibn AI-Hubab. III 

'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood, 'Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas (may Allah 
be pleased with them both ) and more than one 11110111 from 
among the Tabi'ool/ sa id that it was a cold wind, which blew 
severely. ( Which Allah imposed on them for seven nights and 
e ight days in succession. ) (SoO/'all AI-Haqqah 69:7) That is, 
complete and sll ccess ive days. It was sa id that thc first of them 
was a Friday and it was a lso sa id that it was a Wednesday. ( 
So that YOll could see men lying overthrown (destroyed), as if 
they were hollow trunks of date-palms! ) (SoO/'ah AI-I-Iaqqah 
69:7) Allah comparcd thcm wi th hollowed out trunks of date­
palms, which have no heads and thi s was because the wind 
would come to one of them and pick him up and ra ise him into 
the air, thcn it would invert him and drop him on the to p of his 
head and shatter it and hc would remain like a body without 
a head, as Allah , Most High, says, ( Verily. We sent against 
them a furiou s wind of harsh voice on a day of ev il omen and 
continuous calam ity. ) (SoO/'aII AI-Qamar 54 : 19) That is, all a 
day of ev il omen for you and continuous pun ishmen t infl icted 
upon you. ( Plucki ng out men as irthey wcre uproo ted sIems of 
datc-palms. ) (Soorah AI-Qamar 54:20) Whoever says that thc 
day of ev il omen and continuous ca lamity was a Wcdnesday 

(I) This Iwdeellz is h(l.w11 and it was narrated by Imam Ahmad ( 15524), 

(2) This 'I(ldeelh is h(ls(l11 and it was narrated by At-Tinnidhi (3273 ), 



and based on this understanding, cons ider it to be a day of 
evil omen, is in error and contradic ted the Qur'an, because 
He, Mos t High says in another Verse, ( So We sent upon them 
furiou s wind in days of evil omen. ) (SoOl·all Fllssi/a{ 4 1: 16) 
It is well known that they were eight consecutive days; and if 
they were thcmselves evil omens, then all of the seven days of 
the week included in them would be days of evi l omen - and 
no one says this. What is meant is that they were days of cv il 
omen for thclll. 

He, Most High, says, ( And in 'Ad (there is also a sign) when 
We sent against thcmlhe barrcll wind. ) (SoOl·all Adll-Dllar;yar 
5 1 :4 1) That is, which did not produce any good, because the 
wind alone does not scalier clouds or pollinate trees. Rather, 
it is barren and no good resu lts from it, whi ch is why Allah 
says, ( it spared nothing that it rcachcd, but blew it into broken 
spreads of ro tt en ruins. ) (SoOl·all Ad-Dllariyat 5 1 :42) That is, 
like a thing tha t is decayed and vcI)' old and from which no 
benefit whatsoever may be derived. 

It has been confirmed in the Sallee/wiu on the authority of 
'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas .:;o that he reported fro m the Prophet 
:i: that he said, " I have bcen made victorious with the Saba 
(caste rly wind), and the people of 'Ad were destroyed wi th the 
Daboor (westc rl y wi nd)." (1) 

As for the Words of Him, Most High: ( And remember the 
brother of 'Ad, when he warned his people in AI-Ahqaf (the 
curved sand-hill s in the southern pari of the Arabian Peninsula). 
And surely, there have passed away warners before him and 
after him (sayi ng): "Worship none but Allah; truly, I fear for 
you the punishmcnt of a mighty Day." ) (Soorall AI-Ahqql 
46:2 1) So it is apparent tha i the' Ad referred to here is the first 

( I) Narralcd by AI-Bukhari (1035) and Muslim (900). 
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• Ad, because the context of thc Verse is s imilar to the contex t 
o f (the story of) the people of I-I ood 'f,!! and they were the firsl. 
It is also possible that the people mentioned in thi s story were 
the second ' Ad ; and Ihe evidence for thi s is in what we have 
ment ioncd and what we shall mention la te r in the hadeeth of 
'A' ishah (may Allah be pleased with her). 

As for the Words of Him, Most High: Then, whcn Ihey 
saw it as a dcnse c loud comi ng toward the ir valleys. they sa id. 
"This is a cloud bringing us rain:' (SoO/'ali AI·Ahqaf46:24), 
when ' Ad saw the cloud which was looming up in the sky, like 
a rain cloud, they thought that it was bringing them ra in , but 
it was a cloud of punishmcnt which they mistook for a c loud 
of mcrcy. They hoped that they wo uld get something good 
from it, but they received the utmost evi l from il. Allah . Most 
High, says, ( Nay, but it is that which you were asking to be 
haslelled! ) (SoO/-ail 1I1-IIIIqaf46:24)_ Th"1 is, Ihe punishmenl ; 
then He explained it in I-I is Words: 1 a wind where in is a painful 
punishment. , (Soo/'ol1 AI-Ahqaf46:24) 

It is poss ib le that the punishmcnt which affl icted thcm from 
the fur ious and violent wi nd , which continued to afflic t them 
for sevcn nights and e ight days leaving not a singlc one of 
them, followcd them even as they sought she lter in mounta in 
caves and caverns, winding around them, expe ll ing them, 
ann ihilating them and destroying their sturdily constnlcled 
houses and palaces over them, Just as they had been blessed 
with strength and power and said , "Who is greate r in strength 
than we?" - Allah inAicted on them tha t which was grea ter 
in strength and more powcrful than they - and that was the 
barren wi nd. It is possib le that at the end , this wind rai scd up a 
cloud, which those who remai ned, thought was a cloud bearing 
mercy and abundant rain fo r them. But Allah sent it agains t 
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thcm fill cd with sparks and firc. as morc than one pcrson has 
mcntioncd. This would be si milar to that which amictcd thc 
Compan ions o f the Canopy from among the pcoplc ofMadyan . 
A combination of a cold wi nd and a punishment of fire was 
infl ictcd on thcm - and tha t is thc most severe punishment, 
consisting ofd ifTcrc llt and opposing c1emcnts, accomp,lIl ied by 
the cry which was mentioned in 500mh Qad Ajlaha (50omh AI­
MIf'minoon). And Allah knows better. The apparent meaning 
of the Verse is that they saw .1I1 'aridh and what is understood 
from it linguislic<lll y is a cloud. Muslim narrated in his 5aheeh 
on the au thority of 'A' ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) 
Ihat she said: Whenever the wind was storm y, the Messenger 
o f Allah ;fi; used to say: "0, Allah! I ask You for what is good 
in it , the good which it contains and the good of that which 
it was sent for. I seek refuge with You n·om what is evi I in it, 
what cv il it contai ns, and the ev il o f that which it was sent for. " 
And when there was thunder and lightning in the sky, hi s color 
underwent a change, and he would pace in and out, backward 
and forward; and when Ihe rai n came, he felt rel ieved, and I 
wou ld notice the (sign of re lief) on his face. 'A' ishah (may 
Allah be pleased with her) asked him (about it) and he said, 
" It may be as the people of' Ad sa id, when they saw a cloud 
formatio n coming to their va lley, ( "This is a cloud bring ing us 
rain." ) (Soorall AI-IIllq'1[46:24) ( I) 

(I) Narmlcd by Muslim (899). 
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A1 ~~av'[{f(f/ 
They were a well-known tri be, who were named Thamood 

after the ir ancestor, Thamood, the brother of Jadees; they were 
both sons of 'Abir. son of lram, son o[Sal11, son ofNooh. They 
were Arabs from AI-' Aribah and they lived in AI-I-Iij r, which 
lies between AI- I-I ij az rmd Tabook. The Messenger of Allah ~ 
passed by it ( I) when he was going to Tabook with some of 
the Muslims, as we 511<111 explain later. They came aftcr the 
pco}:ic of ' Ad and like them, they lIsed 10 worshi p idols. So 
Allah sent to them a mun from among them who was Allah 's 
s lave and Messenger: Saleh, SOil of 'Ubaid, son of Masikh , son 
of ' Ubaid, son of Hajir, SO il of Thamood, son of 'Abir, son 

(\) N:lrmlcd by AI-llukhnri (3380), Muslim (2980) and illlamAhlllad (4547), 
onlhc authority of' Abdullah Ibn 'Umar .... 
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of Iram, son of Smn, son o f Noah. I-Ie ca lled upon them to 
worshi p Allah , Alone. wi thout partners and to renoullce their 
idols and riva ls (to Allah); he called upon them not to ascribe 
any partners to Him . A group o f them believed in him, bu t the 
majority of them disbelieved in him and attacked him, bo th 
phys ica ll y and verbally and they tried to kill him. They kill ed 
the camel which Allah had made as a proof against them, Allah 
seized them wi th the Seizing ofthcA lmighty, as I-Ie, Most High 
says in SOOl'all AI-A 'raJ, ( And to Thamood (people, We sent) 
their brother Salih. lie sa id , "0, my people! Worsh ip Allah ! 
You have no other ita" (god) but Him . (La ilo"o //lalla": none 
has the right to be worshipped but Allah). Indeed therc has 
come to you a clear sign (the miracle of the coming out of a 
huge she-camel from the midst ofa rock) from your Lord. This 
shc-emncl of Allah is a sign unto you; so you leave her to graze 
in Allah's ea rth , and touch her not with hann, lest a painful 
punishmcnt should se ize you. And rcmcmber when He made 
you successors after' Ad (peoplc) and gave you habi tat ions in 
thc land, you build for yourselves palaces in plains, and carve 
out homes in the mOlln tains. So rCl11cmberthe graces (bestowed 
upon you) from Allah, and do not go abollt mak ing mischicf 
on the carth:' The leaders of those who were arrogant among 
his people said to those who were cOlln ted weak - to such or 
them as bel ieved. "Know you that Salih is one sent frol11 his 
Lord?" They sa id. "We indeed believe in Lhat with which he 
has been scn t." Those who were arrogan t sa id , "Verily, we 
disbelieve in that which you believe in:' So they killcd the 
shc-camel and insolently dcfied the Commandment or thei r 
Lord and said. "0, Sahh! Bring about your threats if you arc 
indeed OIlC of the Messengers (of Allah)." So lhe earthquake 
seized them and they lay (dead) , prostrate in their homes. 
Thcn he (Sa lilt) tumcd rrol11 them and said, "0, my people! 
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( have indeed conveyed to you the Message of my Lord, and 
h.w e given yo u good adv ice but you like 110t good advisers." 
) (Soarail AI-A 'raf7:73-74)" He, Most High, says in SoO/"ail 
Hood, ( And to Thamood (people. We sent) their brother Salih . 
He said, "0, my people! Worship Allah, you have no other 
ilah (god) but I-lilll . He brought you forth from the earth and 
se ttl ed you there in, then ask forg iveness o f Il im and tll rn to 
( lim in repent,mce. Certain ly, my Lord is Ncar (to all by His 
Knowledge), Responsive." They sa id. "0. Salih! You havc 
been among us as a fi gure o f good hope (and wc w ished for you 
to be our chic f) . till this (new thing which yo u have brought; 
that we leave our gods and worship your God [A llah] A lone) ! 
Do you (now) forbid us from the worship o f what our fathers 
have worshipped? But we arc really in grave doubt as to lhat 
which you in vite us to (monotheism}," l ie said . "0, Illy people! 
Te ll me. if I hav..:: a clea r proo f from my Lord. and there has 
come to me a Mercy (Prophethood, etc,) from Ilim, who then 
can help me against Allah, if I were to di sobey I-I im? Theil you 
increase me not hut in loss, And 0. my people! This she-camel 
o f A llah is a sign to you. leave her to feed on Allah 's earth, and 
touch her not with evil intenti on. lest a ncar torment w ill seize 
you." But they klll ed her. So he said, "Enjoy yourse lves in your 
homes for three days . This is a promise (i.e . a th rea t) that will 
not be be lied." So when Our Commandment came, We saved 
Sali h and those who be li eved w ith him by a Mercy from Us, 
and from the disgrace o f that Day. Veril y, your Lord, l ie is 
the Strong, the A lmighty. And A.\'-Sailwl! (to rment - aw ful cry, 
etc.) overtook the wrongdoers, so they lay (dead), pros trate in 
the ir homes, as if they had never li ved there . No doubt! Veril y. 
Thamood disbe lieved in their Lord . So away w ith Thamood! ) 
(SoO/"ail Hood 11:61-68) 

He, Most High, says in SoO/'all Ash-Shu 'am " ( Thamood 
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(people) belied the Messenger. When their brother Salih said to 
them: " Wi ll you not lear Allah and obey Him? I am a trustworthy 
Messenger to you. So fear Allah. kee p your dUl y to Ilim . and 
obey me. No reward do I ask o f you for it (my Message of 
Islamic Monotheism), my reward is only from the Lord o f the 
·A/ameen. Will you be le ft secure in Ihal which you have hcre'! 
In gardens and springs .lI1d green crops (ficlds. etc.) and datc­
palms with son spadix. And you carvc houses out ofmoulltains 
wilh great skill. So fear Allah, keep your duty to I lim, and obey 
me. And fo llow not the command o f a/-musri/ilOl1 (i,e, thei r 
chiefs, Icaders who were polytheists. criminals and sinners). 
who makc mischie f in the land, and refo rm not." They said , 
" You arc on ly of those bewitched! You are but a human being 
like liS. Then bring us a sign if you are of the truthfuL" lie 
said , " I lcre is a she-camcl: it has a ri ght to drink (watcr). and 
you havc a right to drink (water) (each) on a day, known. And 
tOllch her not with harm , les t the punishment o f a Great Day 
se ize YOll. ' · But they kil led her and then they becamc regre tful , 
So the punishment overtook thelll , Verily, in thi s is indeed a 
sign, yet most o fth ell1 arc no\ bdievers. And ve ril y! Your Lord. 
li e is indeed the Almight y. the Most Merciful. ) (5001'011 AsII­
Shu 'ara' 26: 141 - 159) 

Allah frequently links in His Book the mention of' Ad wi lh 
that of Thamood, as in SOOl'all Bara 'all (5001'(111 A f - TalVhah), 
SOOl'all lbralleem , Soorall AI-Flirqan, Soorall Sad, SoO/'all 
Qa/, SOOl'ali AI/-Na)m and SOOl'ail AI-Fa)r, It is said that Ihe 
stol)' o r these two nations is not known to the People of the 
Scri pture and that they were not ment ioned in thei r Scripture, 
the Torah. But in the Qur ' an there is evidence that Moosa 
ifS infonned his people about them. as Allah says in SOOl'al1 
lbralleem, ( And Moosa (Moses) sa id , " Ir you disbelieve, 
you and a ll on earth together, then ve ril y, Allah is Rich (Free 
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of all wants), Owner of all Praise. lias not the news reached 
YOll , o f those before you, the people o f Noeh, and' Ad and 
Thamood? And those after them? None knows them but Allah. 
To them came their Messengers with clear proofs, but they put 
their hands in their mouths (b iling them from anger) and sa id , 
Verily. we disbelieve in Iha l with which you have been sent, 
and we arc rca lly in grave doubt as 10 that to which you invite 
us ( i.e. Islamic Monotheism)." ) (SoO/'all /bralleelll 14: 8,9). 

II is apparent that these words are en tirely those of Moosa 
~\ which he addressed to his people. But because these two 
nations were from among the Arabs, their stories were not well 
documented and no attempt was made to record them, although 
they were well-known during the time of Moosa ~. We have 
spoken in detail concerning all of this in the Tc!fseer; all praise 
anci thanks be 10 Allah , from Whom procecds a ll Grace. 

What is intended now is to mcnlion their story and their 
circumstances and how Allah saved I-li s Prophet, Saleh 
~, and those who believed in him, and how He eradicated 
those who wcre guilty of injusti ce because of their di sbelief, 
their arrogance and the opposition they di splayed to their 
Messenger, Saleh ~. Wc have already mentioned that they 
were Arabs andlhallhcy came after the people of' Ad, but they 
did not pay heed to wha t had befallen them. This is why Saleh 
:-Ml said to them, ( And to Thamood (people, We sellt) their 
brother Salih . He said , "0, my pcople ! Wors hip Allah ! You 
havc no olher ilalt (god) but Him. (La i/alla II/allah: nonc has 
the right to be worshipped but Allah). Indeed there has come 
to you a clear s ign (the miracle of Ihc eomjng oul of a huge 
she-camel from the midst of a rock) from your Lord. This she­
camel of Allah is a sign unto you; so YOll leave her 10 graze 
in Allah 's earth , and touch her not with harm. lest a pa inful 
punishmcnt should se ize you. And remember when '-Ie made 



227 The Stol"Y o{Sa/ch. rhe Pmpiter o/Tlwlllood 
.~ __ ~~ ________ ~~ ____________ ~.~~~~ L-__ ~. 

you sllccessors ailer 'Ad (people) and gave you habitations 
in the land, you build for yourseh'cs palaccs in plains, and 
carve out homes in the mountains. So remember the graccs 
(bestowed upon you) from Allah, and do not go about making 
mischief on the Earth." ) (Soorah AI-A ·raf7:73,74) That is, 
He has only made you successors aner them in order that you 
migh t pay heed to their fa te and act in a manner cont ra ry 10 
their actions. He has permitted to YO ll these lands, a llowing you 
10 build palaces in their plains. ( "And you carve houses out o f 
mountains with gre:.u sk ill .·' ) (Sooralt Ash-Shll 'ora' 26: 149) 
That is, you arc profic icnt in bui lding thclll , perfec ting them 
and preci sely exccuting (the building of) thcm, so respond to 
Allah's Bless ing with gra titude, righteous deeds and worship 
Him, Alone, without ascribing partners to Him. Bcwarc of 
opposing Him and rcfrain ing from His obedicncc, because the 
punishmcnt fo r that is an evil one. This is why he warned them, 
saying, ( "\Vi II you be left secure ill that which you have here, 
in gardens and spri ngs and green crops (fields e tc .) and dalc­
palms wi th sofi spad ix'!" , (Soorah AsII-Slw 'ara . 26: 146-148) 
That is, your provisions are nUlllerOll S, luxuriolls and ripe . ( 
' ·And you carve houses out or mountains wi th great sk ill. So 
fca r Allah . kecp your duty to Him, and abe)' me. And follo\\ 
not thc cOlllmand of (l1-lIIusr[fe('1I (i.e. their chiefs , Icaders who 
were polytheists, crim inals and sinners) , who make mischicf 
in the land, and reform nol." (SoO/'all Ash-Shu 'ara' 26: 149-
152). He also sa id to them, ( "0, my people! Worship Allah, 
you hm'c no other i/all (god) bu t Ilim . Ilc brought you forth 
from thc earth and se ttled you therein:' ) (SoO/·all Nood II :6 1) 
That is, it is I-Ie Who ereatcd you and brought you forth from 
the earth and made you to populate it (i.c. He gave it to YO ll , 
with all that it contains, such as crops and fruits), for He is the 
Crcalor and the Suslainer and it is I-Ie, Alone, without partncrs, 
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Who has the right to be worshipped. ( "Then ask forg iveness 
of I-I im and turn to Him in repentance." ) (Soorah l'lood II :6 1) 
That is, des ist from what yo u now fo llow, and engage in worship 
of Allah , A lone, because He will accept it frol11 you and pardon 
yo u fo r your s ins. f And to Thamood (people. We sent) their 
brother Sa lih. He sa id, "Oil, my people! Worship A llah, yo u 
have no other i/oh (god) but I-l im . I-I e brought you for th fro m 
the ea rth and sctt led you thc re in, then <lsk forgiveness or 111m 
and turn to I-lim in repcn tance. Certainly. my Lord is Ncar (10 
all by lI is Knowledge), Rcsponsivc." They sa id , "0. Salih! You 
have been among us as a figure of good hope (and we wished 
for you to be our chief), till thi s (new th ing which you have 
brought; tha t we leave our gods and worshi p your God [A llah) 
Alone)!" ) (Saora" Hood II :61 ,62) Thai is, we had hoped 
that your mind was unimpaired before you said these words, 
Ihat is you r invitation to us to worship Allah, Alone, w ithou t 
pa rtners and to abandon the riva ls that we used to worship 
and desist from fo llowing the religion of our fath ers and our 
grandfathers. Th is is why they said , ( "00 you (now) forb id 
us from the worship of what our fathers have worshipped? But 
we are rea lly in grave do ubt as to that w hich you invi te LI S to 
(Monothe ism): He sa id, '0, my pcople! Te ll me. if I have a 
c lear proof from my Lord, and there has come to me a Mercy 
(Prophcthood, etc. ) from Him , who then can help me against 
Allah . if I were to disobey Hi m? Then you inc rease me not but 
in loss." ) (Saara" !-load 11 :62.63) 

This was kindn ess and gentleness from him to them in his 
mode of express ion and a beaut i ful manller of inviting thcm to 
goodness. That is, what do you think, if the matter is as 1 tell 
yo u and I invite you to it , what will be yo ur excuse to A llah? 
What wi ll save you when you stand be fore Him, when you ask 
me to refrai n from invit ing you to obey Allah? 1 am unable to 
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do thi s, because it is an obligation upon me and if I abandon 
it , then no one from among you or from any other people can 
protec t me from Him or help me, So I will continue to ca ll yo u 
to A llah, Alone, with partners , un til A llah judgcs be tween mc 
and YOll. 

They also sa id to him, ( "You arc only or til e I1II1.m!tl/(//"OOIl ! " 

) (SoOl'(lh A'\"h-SII/I'a/'{l' 26: 153) Tha t is, yo u arc bewitched 
and YO ll do no t know wha t you <I re saying in your invilation 
to LI S to worship A llah , Alone. lind to abandon the worship o f 
rivals to Him . The majority o f scholars are agreed lIpon th is 
understanding, i.e . that '111I1sahhamon' means bewi tched. But 
it was a lso said that ( "o f" the III I1.W1hhanJolI" ) means those 
who have lungs. So it is as if they were saying. " You arc only 
a human being, possessing lungs." But the first explanation is 
more ap parent , because they sa id arier that , ( "You are but a 
human be ing like us." ) (Soora" Ash-SIIII 'ara' 26: 154) and 
they sa id, ( "Then bring LIS a sign if yo u arc of the truthfu!' " 
) (500/'011 Ash-Shu'ara' 26: 154) They asked him to produce 
some miracle w hich would prove the truth of what he brought 
to them. ( l ie said, " I {ere is a she-camel: it has a right to drink 
(water) . and you have a right to drink (wa tcr) (each) on a day. 
known. And touch her not with ha rm, lest thc punishment of 
a Great Day se ize you." ) (Soomh Ash-SIIl/'ora . 26: 155, 156) 

Scholars of fq(<;eer have reported that Thamood g,1Ihered one 
day in the ir meeting place and Saleh ~, came to them and 
invited thcm to Allah and hc remi ndcd titem, wa rned them, 
<Idmonished them and commanded them, but they said to him, 
"11' you bring forth far us li 'Dln this rock," and they indica tcd 
a rock therc, "a she-camel o f slich-and-sucil a description .,," 
and they described and named, and became stubborn regarding 
it , insisting that it be in the tenth month o f' pregnancy. tha t it be 
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tall and possessed of thi s attribute and that att ri bute. Prophet 
Saleh ~ sa id to them, " I f I do as YOll ask, in the manner you 
have requested, will you have faith in what I have brought and 
believe in that wi th which I have been sent?" They said, <;Yes." 
So he took their covenant and their ag reement on tha L. Then he 
went to a place of praye r and prayed to Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Powerful as much as Al lah had ordained for him, then he 
invoked his Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, asking Him 
to give what they had asked for. So Allah, the Almighty, the 
All-Powerful commanded that rock to spl it open and produce a 
huge camel, with a great hump, which was in the tenth month 
of pregnancy, as they had requested, or in accordance wi th 
the description they had given. When they saw with their own 
eyes a great thing, an amazing sight , (A llah 's) overwhelming 
Abili ty (to do a ll things) and an irrefutable proof, a large 
number of them believed, but 1110st of them continued in thei r 
disbelief, error and obsti nacy. This is why Allah says, ( but 
they did wrong by them (i.e. Allah's Signs) ) (Saara" AI-A 'raf 
7: I 03) That is, they (i.e. 1110st of them) rejected them and d id 
not follow the truth in spite of them. 

This is why Saleh ~ said to them, ( "This she-camel of Allah 
is a Sign unto you.") (SoO/'ah AI-A 'raJ7:73) I-Ie attributed it to 
Allah, as a term o f honor and veneration, as in the express ions 
" the HOllse of AII .lh" and " the slave of Allah". ( "A sign for 
you (Jews)." ) (Saarah Ali 'hllrall 3: 13) That is, evidence of 
the tTuth of what I have brought to you. ( "leave her to feed on 
Al lah's carth, and tOllch her not with evi l, lest a nen r punishment 
wi ll seize you." ) (Saarah Haad II :64) They agreed to let the 
she-camel rema in among them, grazing wherever it wished 
fro m their land and drink ing the water at fixed times. When it 
drank the wate r, it would consume thc water of the we ll that 
day and they knew their need for wate r from one day to the 
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next. It was said that they lI sed to drink it s milk and that it was 
sullicicnt for a ll ofthcm, which is why hc said , ( "It has a ri ght 
to drink (water), and you havc a righ t to drink (water) (each) 
on a day, known." ) (Sool"Oll A.~·"·SIIlI·ara ·26: 155) This is why 
Allah, Most High, sa id (to Saleh ), ( Veril y, We arc sending 
the she-camcl as a lest for thl!lll . ) (Sooralt AI-Qamar 54:27) 
That is as a test to sec whether they will believe or disbclicve. 
And A llah knew better what they would do. ( So watch them 
(Salih» (SoOl'oll AI-Qall/ar 54:27) That is, see what they will 
do ( and be patient. ) (Soora" AI-Qamar 54:27) That is, in thc 
face of the haml thcy inflict , because news will come to you for 
sure . ( And infonll thc1l1tha t the wate r is to be shared between 
(her and) them, Each one's right to drink being establi shed (by 
turns) ) (SoO/'oli AI·Qamor 54:28) But whcn this state o f amli rs 
had lasted for a long timc, the ir ciders gathered <lnd agreed tha t 
they wou ld kill this she-c<l mcl in order to be free o f it and have 
their wa ter a ll to themselves, and Satan made the ir deeds secm 
fair 10 them . Allah says, ( So they ki lled the she-camel and 
insolently defied the Commandmcnt or their Lord, and said, 
'0, Salih ! Bring about your threa ts if you arc indeed one of the 
Messengers (of Allah)." ) (SoO/'a" AI-A 'raf7:77 ) 

Imam Ahmad narra ted on the authori ty o f 'Abdullah Ibn 
lam'ah _~ that hc said, "The Messenger of A llah ~ deli vered 
a se rmon and he mentioned the she-camel and he named the 
person who kill ed it ; he sa id, .,( When the 1110St wicked man 
among them went forth (to kill the she-camel) ) (Sooroll 
Ash-Sllams 91: 12) : A violent , strong and impos ing man, who 
was a lcader among his people, wcnt forth to (ki ll) the she­
came!.';1) AI-Bukhari and Muslim narrated it from the hodeel" 
of 1-1 isham, m 

( I) I\n :unhcntic fmeleelll na1T31cd by Imam Ahmad ( 15790). 

(2) NarrJ1cd by Al-Bukhari (4942) and Muslim (2855). 



232 The SWI)' olSa/eh. Ihe Pmplief o(TlulI1lOod 
.r----~·m~wr~' ------------~~--------~--------~, 

Allah, Most High, says, ( So they killed the she-camel and 
insolently defied the Commandment of their Lord, and sa id. 
"0, Salih! Bring about you r threOl ts if you arc indeed one of 
Ihe Messenger< (of Allah)." ) (SoO/'"II AI-A 'raf7 :77) In Ihese 
words of theirs they combined extrcmc di sbelicf in a number of 
ways: Onc being th Olt they disobeyed Allah and His Messenger 
~ by doing what they had becn firmly forbidden to do, which 
was to ki ll the she-camel which Allah had made a Sign for 
them. Another was tlIat thcy were impatient for the imposition 
of Allah's Punishment upon them and they deserved it for two 
reasons: One ofthcm is tha t it was ordained upon them in I-li s 
Words, ( "A nd touch her not with ev il , lest a nca r punishment 
w ill se ize you,") (SoO/'"II Hood II :64) 

In one verse Allah says, ( great ) (Saara" As"-SJIII'ora' 
26: 156) and in anolher Verse, He says, ( pa inful ) (Soorall 
AI-A 'raJ 7:73) and both of them arc true. The second is 
their impaticnce fo r it. Another was that they be lied the 
Messenger $!l who had produced the irrefutable ev idence of 
his Prophethood and his truthfu lness and they knew this with 
certainty. But their di sbelief, their error and their willfulness 
caused them to di sbelieve in the tmlh and the infl ict ion of the 
punishmcnt on them. 

Allah, Most High, says, ( l3ul Ihey killed her, So he sa id: 
"Enjoy yourse lves in your homes fbr three days. This is a 
promise (i.e, a threat) tha t willnol be belied." ) (Soorah Hood 
11 :65) It was sa id tha. when they went to kill the she-camel , the 
first person to attm:k her was Qudar Ibn Salif- may Allah curse 
him - and he hamstrung her and she fell to the ground. Then 
they mshed upon her wi th their swords and cut her up. When 
its calf saw th is, it fled from them and climbed the highest 
mountain there and it le t out three cries, This is why Saleh ~ 
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sa id to titem, ( Enjoy yourse lves in your homes for three days, 
) (SoO/'ali Hood II :65) Thm is, three days, not including that 
day, But they also d id not believe this certain promise of his, 
Instead, in the evening or that day, they planned to kill him and 
so they went out to him , in order to kill him, like the she-camel. 
( Thcy said, '·Swear onc to another by Allah that we shallmakc 
a secret ni Qhl attack on him and his household," ) (SoO/'ali AlI­
Naml 27:49) ThaI is, we shall attack him in his home, along 
with his family and we shall surely ki ll hi m, then we shall dcny 
any knowledge of his killing, if we are asked about it by his 
kin . This is why they sa id , ( "and afterward we will surely say 
10 his ncar relatives: ' We witnessed not the des truction of his 
household, and veri ly! We arc telling the truth." ) (Soorah An­
NaIll127:49) 

Allah, Mosl High, says, ( So Ihey p laited a pial , and lVe 
planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then see how was 
the end o f their plot! Veril y, We destroyed them and their 
nation, all together, These arc thei r houses in utler ruin, for 
they did wrong. Veri ly, in this is indeed an Ayah (a lesson or a 
sign) for people who know, And We saved those who believed, 
and used to fear Allah, and keep their duty to Him ) (Sool"ah 
An·NamI27:50-53) This was because Allah, Most High, sent a 
rock aga ins l those people who had tried to kill Saleh :M1 whieh 
crushed them and kil led them in advance o f the rest of their 
people. 

( And they lay prostrate in their homes ) (SoO/'alr A/-A 'raj 
7:78) ThaI is, mot ionless corpses, wi thout souls. 

And Allah, Most High, says, ( As if they had never dwelt 
there, ) (Sooralr AI-A 'raJ7 :92) That is, as if they had never 
lived in their homes in comfort, with sLlstenance and wea lth, 
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( No doubt ! Veril y, Tlmmood di sbclieved in their Lord. So 
away with Thamood! ) (Soomh Hood II :68) Thm is, the voice 
of AI-Qadar ca lled to them. 

Imam Ahmad said: 'Abdur-Razzaq told me: Ma' mar told 
me: 'Abdu llah Ibn ' Uthman Ibn Khuthai m reported on the 
au thority of Abuz-Zubair, who reported on the authority of 
Jabir that he said: When the Messenger of Allah ~ passed by 
AI-H ij r, he said , "Do not ask for signs, because the people of 
Saleh asked for thcm and it (i.c. the camel) used to arrive by 
this path and reWm by th is path, but they deficd the cOlllmand 
of their Lord and ki lled it. It lI sed \0 drink their water on onc 
day and they would dri nk its milk on that day (and they would 
drink the water on the following day). But they killed it and 
the Cry took them and Allah destroyed all of them except for 
one man who was in Allah's Sanctuary." They sa id, "Who was 
he, Messenger of Allah?" He sa id , " He was Abu Righal; and 
when he wen I out from the Sanctuary, tha t which hac! befallen 
his people also befell hi m." This /wdeelh conforms to the 
criteria for accepw nce stipulated by Muslim, but it is not in 
any of the Six Books. And' Abdur-Razzaq also said: Ma' mar 
said: Isma'cel Ibn Umayyah ...;0 informed me that the Prophet 
~ passed by the grave of Abu Righal and he said , "Do you 
know who this is?" They replied, "A llah and I-lis Messenger 
know beller." He said, "This is the grave of Abu Righal . a man 
frol11 Thamood. He: was in Allah 's Sanctuary and the Sanctuary 
protected him froll1 Allah 's Punishment. But when he left it, 
that which had befa llen his people also befell him and he was 
buried herc_ A branch of gold was also buricd with him." So 
the people used thcir swords and looked for the golden branch 
and found it. 

'Abdur-Razzaq sa id: Ma' mar said: Az-Zuh ri said: 'Abu 
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Righal was the father of (the tribe of) Thaqee r. But this 
narration is mll/'sa/ from this source, It has been reported from 
another source in a 11II1f/tlSi/ (connec ted) form, <I S mentioned by 
Muhammad Ibn Ishaq in his SeaafT, 

( Then he (Salih) tllmed from them and said: " 0 , my people! 
I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of my Lord , and 
have given you good advice but you like not good advisers ," ) 
(SoorafT A/-A '/"0/7:79) This informs liS that Salih ~ addressed 
hi s people after the destruction had befa llen them and he had 
taken his departure from their place and was heading elsewhere; 
and he said to them, ( "0 . my people! I have indeed conveyed to 
yO ll the Message of my Lord , and have g iven yOll good advice 
.) (SoO/'afT A/-A '/"0/ 7:79 ) That is, I strove to the utmost o f my 
ab ili ty to guide you and I endeavored to do so by my words, 
my actions and my (s incere) intention: ( "but you like not good 
advisers ," ) (SoO/'afT A/-A 'ra/ 7:79) That is, your nature could 
not accept the truth and did 110t des ire it. And this is why you 
reached the situation you are now in : a painful and continuous 
punishment which will amiCI you forever, I have no ability to 
repel it from you. What was incumbent upon me was to convey 
the Message and that I have done, exert ing myse l f to the utmost 
to that end, But Allah docs as He wills. 

The Prophet's Passage Through Wadi Al-Hijr 
ill the Lalld ofThamood ill the Year of the Battle 
of Tabook 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah Ibn 
'U mar ..tc that he said: When the Messenger of Allah ~ camped 
with the people on the road to Tabook, he camped with them 
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at AI-Hij r, which was ncar to the hOllses o f Thamood and the 
peoplc sought WOlter fr0111 the wells fro m which Thamood used 
to dri nk and they l1Iade do ugh fro m thel11 nnd prepared the ir 
cooki ng po ts 10 cook mea t. BUI the Messcngcr o f Al lah ~ 
ordered them to pour out the contents of the cooking pots nlld 
give the dough to the eamels. Thcn he moved on with them and 
he camped with them ncar the wel l from which the she-camel 
used 10 drink and he forbade them from en le ring the houses 
o f the people who had been punished, saying, " I fear that you 
might be affl icted by what nnl icted them, so do 110t enter the ir 
dwe ll ings." (I) 

Imam Ahmad a lso na rrated on the authority of ' Abdullah Ibn 
'Umar ~ that he sOlid: When the Mcssenger of A llah ~ wns at 
AI-Hijr, he said, " Do not enter the dwc ll ings o f those people 
who were punished, un less YOll (I rc weeping; and if you are 
110 t weeping, then do 110 t enter the ir dwc ll ings, so tha t YO LI will 
110t be afflicted by a pun ishment simibr to that which afflicted 
them." (2) AI-Bukhari and Muslim na rrated it in the Saheeltaill 
from more than one source. (3) 

Imam Ahmad narra ted on the au thori ty of ' Amr Ibn Sa'd ..:e 
that he sa id: At the time of the Bail ie of Tabook, the people 
hastened to cnte r the houses of the people o f AI- I-I ijr; the 
Messenger o f Allah :t5 was in formed of th is and he ca ll ed to Ihe 
people, " Pray in congrcgnt ion:' 'Alllr ';" sa id: So I wenl 10 the 
Prophet :I;; and found him holding onto his camel and he was 
saying, " Do not enter the dwell ings of a people upon whom 
Allah's Wrath was visited." A Illall ca ll ed oul to him, " We a rc 
amazed at them, Messcnger of A ll nh!" I-Ie said, "Shall I not 

( I) This is an nuthcnt ic Iw(/ee/h narrated by Imam Ahmad (21117. No. 5948). 

(2) This is an authentic //(Ideelll Ilarrated by Imam Ahmad (2/ 174 , No. 54 18). 

(3) Nnrr.l lcd by AI-l3ukhari (433) and Muslim (2980). 
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inform YOll of solllcthing more amazing than that? A man from 
among you informs YOll abou t what occurred before you and 
what will be aflc r YO ll , so be stra ight and stand shou lde r-to­
shou lder, because Allah does not care aboll t yo ur puni shment 
and a people will come who w ill no t pro tect themselves from 
anything." The iSllad of this /wdeefh is hasall , 411 but thcy (the 
compilers of the Authentic Six (2)) did not narrate it. 

( I) This Iwdeefh is Iw.wm; it was narrated by Imam Ahmad (4 /227, No. 
17568). 

(2) The Authentic Six: [n Arabic As-Silwll As-Sit/ail; refers to the Imdee/II 
compilations of AI-Bukhuri, M lLsli m, Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Ma­
jah and An-Nasa 'i. 



I-I e is Ibraheem, son ofTarikh, SOil of Nahoor, son ofSaroog, 
son o f Raghu, son of Falagh, son of'Abi r, SOil ofShalakh, son 
of Kan'an, SOil of Arfakhshad, son of Sam, son of Nooh ~. 

This is the tex t of the People of the Scripture in their Scripture. 
I have marked their ages under their names in Indian numerals 
from AI-Mudad (1) and we have already spoken o f Noah's age 
and so there is no need 10 repeat it here. It was AI-Kllaleel ~ 
who was saved by Allah from the ev il s and misguidance (of his 
people). for Allah gave him his integrity and right-conduct in hi s 
carly yea rs and sent him as a Messenger and I-I e took him as a 
Klwleel (Friend) during his adult years. Allah, Most High, says, 
( And indeed We bes towed aforetime on Ibraheem (Ibraheem) 
his (portion 01) guidance, and We were Well -Acqua inted with 
him (as to his Belief in the Oneness of Allah, etc.) ) (Soorah 
AI-Allbiya' 21 :5 1) That is, he was we ll qualified for that. 

He, Most High, says, ( And (remember) Ibrahccm when he 
said to his people, "Worship Allah (A lone), and fear Ilim. that 

(I) Al-Mudad: One orthc descendants or Nooh. who sellled in Ambia. 



239 The SlOrr of Ibrahei'l1I ~ 
.~----~~--------------------------~~ ~~~' ----~, 

;s belter for you ifyoll did bUI know. You worship besides Allah 
only idols. and you only invent fa lsehood. Veril y. those whom 
you worshi p besides A llah have no power to give you pro vision, 
so seek your provision from Allah (Alone) , and worship I-lim 
(A lone), and be gra tcru l to I Ii Ill . To Him (A lone) you will be 
bmught baek. And if yo u deny. then nations be fore you have 
denied (their Messengers). And the duly o f the Messenger is 
only to convey (the Message) pla inly. See they nOI how Allah 
origina tes creation, then repeals it. Veri ly, that is casy for Allah. 
Say, "Trave l in the land and see how (A llah) orig inated creation, 
and then A llah will bring forth (resurrect) the c re'llion o f the 
Herea fter ( i.e. resurrection :'Ift er death). Veril y, All:.dl is Able 10 
do a ll things." I-Ie punishes whom lie wi ll s, and shows mercy 
to whom l ie wills, and to I-lim you wi ll be re turned. And you 
cannot escape in the ea rth or in the heaven. And bes ides Allah 
you have ne ither any wa/~\y (protec tor or guardian) nor any 
helper. And those who disbe lieve in the AyaJ of Allah and the 
Meeti ng with I lim, it is they who have no hope o f My Mercy. 
and it is they who will (have) 11 pa infu l torment. So noth ing 
was the answer of (Ibrahcem's) pcople except that they sa id, 
"Kill him or burn him:' Thcn Allah saved him from the fire . 
Veri ly. in thi s ;:Irc indeed s igns for a people who believe. And 
( Ibrahcem) said . " YOli have taken (for worship) ido ls instead of 
Allah. and the love be tween yo u is only in the life of lhis wo rld, 
bllt on the Day of Resurrection. you sha ll di sown each other 
and curse each Olher and your abode wiil be the Fi re; and YOII 
slml l have no helper.' So Loot (Lot) believed in him ( Ibrahccm's 
Message of Islamic Monothcism). I-Ic (Ibrahcem) said, .. , wi ll 
cmigrate for thc sake o f 111 y Lord . Vcri ly. I-Ie is the Almighty, 
the Mos t Wisc." And We bestowed on him ( Ibrahecm) lshaq 
(Isaac) and Ya 'qoob (Jacob), and ordained among his offspring 
Prophcthood and the Book (i.c. the Tawrah [Torah] to Moosa 
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- Moses), the Il ijee/ [Gospel] to ' Eesa [Jesus], the Qur 'an 
[to Muhammad 3S], all from thc orrspring of Ibraheem, and 
We grantcd him his reward in this world, and vcri ly, in !hc 
Hcrcaficr he is inllced alllong the rightcous. ) (Soorah Al­
'AI/koboo! 29: 16-27) 
Thcn Al lah, Most High mentioned his dispules with his father and 
his people as we shall mention, if Allah, Mosl High, wills. The firs t 
person he ca lled to Allah was his falher, who was one oflhose who 
worshipped idols, because he was the person with most righl 10 

his advice, HS Allah , Most High, says, ( And mcnt ion in thc Book 
(the Our 'an) Ibrahecl11 . Verily! li e was a man of truth. a Prophet. 
When he said to his father. "0. my father! Why do you worsh ip 
Ihat which hcnrs not, sees not and cannot ava il you in anything? 
0 , my father! Ve rily! There has comc to mc of knowledge that 
which came nOI lII lIO you. So fo llow me. I will gu ide YOLI 10 a 
Straight Path. 0, my father! Worship not 511oi/(1II (Salan). Veri ly! 
S/wiflJlI has been a rebel against the Most Beneficent (Allah). 0, 
my father! Ve ri ly! r fear lest a torment from the Most Benefi cent 
(A lIah) overtake YO Ll , so that YOll become a companion of 5/wirall 

(in the Hellfire). (Tc!fseer ,.lI-Qllrfllhi) He (his father) said , " Do 
YO ll reject my gods, 0 , Ibrahccm'! If you stop not (thi s), I will 
indeed stone yOll. So get away fro m me safe ly before I pun ish 
you." Ibraheem said, '·Peace be on you! I will ask Forgiveness 
of my Lord for YOll . Verily! l ie is mHO me Ever t-. lost Gracious. 
And I shaH turn away from YOll and from those whom YOLl invoke 
besides Allah. And I shall ca ll an my Lord: and I hope that I 
shall not be u nb l e~sed in my invocation to my Lord:' ) (SoO/'oll 
Mmyom 19:4 r -48) 

Allah, Most High, mentions the dispute and the argument 
between him and his fat her and desc ribes how he invited 
his father to the truth usi ng the kindest and most courteous 
expressions and the best advice; he explai ned to him the 
inva lidity of worshipping idols and the sin that he was 
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incurring by worshipping graven images, which cannot hear 
the supplications of those who worship them and cannot see 
where they are. So how can they ava il them anything or do any 
good for them, such as sustaining them or helping them? 

Then, alludi ng to the guidance and beneficial knowledge 
that Allah had given him, though he was younger than hi s 
father, he said, ( "0 , my fat her! Veri ly! There has come to 

me of knowledge that which camc not unto you. So follow 
me. I wil l guide you to a Straight Path." ) (Soorall Maq1am 
19:43) That is, a straight , clear, easy and true path, which will 
lead you to goodness in your relig ion and in your Hereafter. 
But when he presented this guidance to him and gave him this 
advice, he did not accept it and he did not act upon it. Instead, 
he threatened him and warned him to desist, saying, ( "Do 
you reject my gods. 0. lbrahcem'! II' you stop not (this), I wi ll 
indeed Slone YOUo" ) (Soorail Mm)'alll 19:46) II was said lhal 
the Arabic verb rajama used in the Verse means to rev ile or 
curse and it was also said that it means to stone. tl) ( "So get 
away from me safely." ) (Soorall /\lfwyam 19:46) That is, sever 
the relationship with me and prolong the separation. When he 
sa id this, Ibraheem ~ sa id, ( "Peace be on you!" ) (SoOl'all 
Mwyam 19:46) That is, nothing unpleasant will come to you 
from me and no hanll will be infl icted on you by me; on the 
contrary, you are safe from me. 

He added more kindness by saying, ( " I wi ll ask Forgiveness 
of my Lord ror you. Veri ly! lie is unto mc, Evcr Most Gracious." 
) (SoO/oail MQ/J'Q/1/ 19:47) • Abdullah Ibn ' Abbas ~ and olhers 
said it means: I-Ie is Kind 10 me, in Ihal He has guided me to 
worship Him and sincere devotion to Him and this is why he 
said, ( And I sha ll turn away from you and rrom those whom 

(I) Both meanings are linguistically valid. 



242 The SlOry o/ Ihmltc:c:m +-.1-
.~----~~~~' ----------------------~------~. 

you invoke besides Alluh. And I shall ca ll on my Lord; and 
I hope Ihal I shall nOI be unblessed in my invocation to my 
Lord." ) (Soorall MCllYOIl1 19:48) Ibrahcclll ~, had asked 
Allah to forg ive him in his supplica tions, as he had promised 
Ihat he would. BUI when it bceamc clear to him that he was 
an enemy of Allah, he declared himself innoccllI of him, as 
Allah, Mosl High, says, ( And Ibraheem's im"oki ng (of Allah) 
for his fa ther 's forgiveness was only because of a promise he 
(lbraheem) had made to him (his fath er). But when it became 
clear 10 him (Ibraheem) that he (his father) was an enemy to 
Allah, he dissociatrd himself from him. Verily, Ibrnhecl11 was 
AI-AwII'(IIt. (It has firtee ll difrcrcIl t 1l1canings but the correct one 
seems 10 be that he lIsed to invoke Allah with humi li ty, glorify 
llim and remember Him much), and was forbearing. ( T(lJ.~ee,. 

III-Q"r/l/hi) ) (SoO/'ail 111-Tmvb,,11 9: 11 4) 

AI-Bukhari narrated on the authority of Abu I-Iu ra irah .;e, 
from the Prophet ~ that he said, " Ibraheem wi ll meet his 
fa ther, AZar on tht' Day of Resurrection whose face will be 
dark and covered with dust (and Prophet Ibraheelll ~ wi ll say 
to him), " Did I Ilot tell you Ilot to disobey me?" His fat her 
wi ll reply, "Today I wi ll not disobey you." ' lbrahecl11 will say: 
"0 , Illy Lord! You promised to not disgrace me on the Day of 
Resurrection; and what will be more disgraceful to me than 
cursing and dishonori ng my father?" Then Allah will say (to 
him), "I have forbiddcn Paradise for the disbelievers." Thcn 
he will be addressed, "0, Ibraheem! Look! What is undemcath 
your feet?" He wi ll look and there he wi ll sec a Dheekh (hyena­
or an anima l) blood-sta ined, wh ich will be caught by the legs 
and thrown in the (Hell) Fire." ( 11 And this is how he narrated it 
in the sial)' of Ibra heell1 lM..~ separately. 

(I) Narnucd by AI- lJukhari (3350). 
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Allah, Most High, said, ( And (remember) when Ibraheelll 
said to his fat her, Azar, "Do you take idols as alilwh (gods)? 
Ve ril y, I see you and your people in manifest error." ) (Soorah 
A I-An 'am 6: 74) This proves that Ibraheem 's f~lther 's name was 
Azar and the majority of" those with knowledge of genealogy, 
including' Abdu llah Ibn ' Abbas .J;c, hold that hi s father 's name 
was Tarikh, whi le the People of the Scripture ea ll him Tarikh . 
It was said that he was nicknamed Azar, that being the name of 
an idol that he used to worship. 

Allah, Most High , says, ( Thus did we show Ibraheem the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth that he be onc of those 
who have faith with certainty. When the night covered him 
ovcr with darkness he saw a star. li e said . "This is my lord:' 
But when it set , he said, " I like not those that seL" When he saw 
the moon ri s ing up, he sa id, "This is my lord ." But when it set, 
he sa id : "Unless my Lord guides me. I shall surely be among 
the CITing pcoplc." When he saw the SUIl ri sing up. he sa id , 
"This is my lord. This is greater." But when it se t. hc said, "0, 
my people ! I am indecd free from all that you join as partners in 
worship with A\lah. Verily, I have turned my face towards Il im 
Who has created the heavens und the Earth J-/al1[{cm (Islamic 
Monotheism, i.c. worshipping nOlle but Allah Alone) and I 
am not of al-l1Iushrikoo/l . Ilis people disputed with him. He 
sa id , "Do you dispute wi th me concerning Allah while lie 
has guided me, and I fear not those whom you associate with 
Allah in worsh ip. (Nothing can happen to me) except when my 
Lord (A llah) will s. something. My Lord comprehends in His 
Knowledge all things. Will you not then remember? And how 
should 1 fear those whom you associate in worship with Allah 
(though they can neither benefit nor haml), while you fear not 
th,lt you have joined in worship with Allah things for which 
Hc has not scnt down to you any authorit y. (So) which of the 
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two parties has morc right to be in securi ty? I f you but knew:' 
It is those who believe (in the Onencss of Allah and worship 
none bu t lIim Alont!) and confuse 1101 their belief with :::'111111 

(wrongdoing i.c. by worshipping others besides Allah), for 
tht!m (onl y) there is security and they arc the guided. And that 
was Our Proof whidl We gave Ibrahecl11 ( Ibrahcem) against 
hi s people. We ra ise whom We will in degrces. Certa inly your 
Lord is Most Wise, All-Knowing , (SoO/·ail AI-All 'am 6:75-83) 

This was the pos ition of debating with his people and an 
explanat ion that the visible and luminous celestial bodies arc 
not deservi ng of worship bes ides Allah, the Almigh ty, the A II ­
Powerful , beeausc they are crcated, subjcct to Allah 's Lordsh ip, 
made, controlled, subservient. At times thcy ri se and at other 
ti mcs they sct, so they are absent from this world, wh ile the 
Lord is never absent from anyth ing and 110 secrets are kept from 
1-lil11 . On the contrary, I-Ie is the Eternal, the Everlast ing, Who 
never di sappears. Nonc has the right to be worshi pped but I-Ie 
and there is no lord besides Him. So he fi rst of all madc c1ear to 
them that the ce lesti al bodies did 1101 deserve to be worshipped. 

It was sa id that it was the planct Venus and then he moved 
on frolll it to the 111 0011 , which is brighter than it and of morc 
radiant bcauty. Then he moved onto the sun , which is morc 
visiblc, brightcr and more beauti ful. And he made clear that 
they arc subservien t, control led, subject to Al lah 's Dccree and 
His Lordshi p, as He, Most High, says, ' And from among '-li s 
Signs <Irc thc nigh t ilnd the day, and the sun and the 11100n . 
Prost rate not to tht; sun, nor to Ihe 11100n, bu t prostrate to Allah, 
Who created IhclI1, if you (n..:a ll y) worsh ip I-li m. ) (SoO/'oll 
FlIssi/al 4 1 :37) This is why He says, ( Whcn hc saw the stln 
ri s ing up. he sa id. "This is my lord. This is greatcr:' But when 
it sc t, hc said, "0, my peoplc! 1,1111 indeed free from all that you 
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joi n as pan ncrs in worship wi th Allah. Verily, I have turned my 
racc tow;;lf(l Him Who has created the heavens and the Earth 
Ihll1iJim (Islamic Monotheism, i.c. worshipping none bu t Allah 
Alone) and I am not o r o/·lIIl1sllrikoon." His people disputed 
wi th him. I-Ie sa id. " Do YO ll di spute with me concern ing A llah 
while lie has g uided me, and r reur not those whol11 you assoc iate 
with Allah in worship. (Nothing can happen to 111e) excep t 
when my Lord (A llah) wi ll s something. My Lord comprehends 
in His Knowledge a ll things. Will you not then rcmember?" ) 

(Sool"oll A/·AI1·o1l1 6:78-80) That is, I care not about the deities 
that you worship besides A llah , because they do not benefi t 
anything and they do not hear or understand anything. Rather, 
they arc subject to A llah 's Lordship and subscrvient to Him, 
like the ce lesti al bodies, and other simila r things. O r they are 
created and fa shioned. 

He, Most High, says in S001"O" As-SajJat, C: And. , -crily. among 
those who rollowcd his (Noah's) way (Islamic ~ l onothe i sll1 ) 

was Ibraheem. When he Came to his Lord with a pure heart 
(a tt ached to A llah , Alone, and none e lse, worshi pping none but 
Allah. Alone, true Islamic Monotheism, pure rrom the fi lth or 
polytheism). When he sa id to his rather and to hi s people, " What 
is it that which you worship? Is it raise aliI/ali (gods) other than 
Allah that you seek? Then what do you thin k aboll t the Lord of 
the 'A/ameel1?" Then he cast a glance at the stars (to deceive 
them) and he sa id, "Veril y, I am sick (with plague}." lie did 
thi s trick to remain in their tcmple or idols to destroy them and 
n01 10 accompany them to the pagans' feast. So they tlI rncd 
away rrom hi m and departed (ror rear o f the d isease ). Then 
he tu rned to thei r alillall (gods ) and said , "Will you not ca l (of 
the offering before you)? What is the matte r with you that you 
speak not?" Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with 
(his) righ t hand. Then they (the worshippers o r idols) came. 
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toward him, hastening. He sa id, "Worship you that wh ich you 
(yourselves) carve , while Allah has created you and what you 
make?" They said, "Build for him a building (i t is sa id that the 
building was like a furnace) and throw him into the blazing 
firc!" So they plotted a plot aga inst him, but We made them the 
lowest.) (Saara" As-Saffat 37:82-98) 

Allah , Most High, informs us about Ibrahccm ~" His 
Klwlee/, and He tell s us that he rebuked his people for 
worshipping idols and he scorned them in front o f thcm and 
belittled them, saying, ( "What are these images. to which 
you are devoted?" ) (Soo/'oll Af-Allhiyo ' 2 1 :52) That is , wi th 
which you seclude yourselves ~lIld to which you submit. This 
is why they said , ( "We found our fathers worshipping them." 
) (Saara" AI-AI/bi)'a ' 21 :53) They had no evidence except the 
prac tices of their fathers and their grandfathers and the idol­
worship in which they used to take part. ( He sa id , " Indeed 
you and your fath l.: rs have been in man ifest error." ) (SoOl'oh 
A I-A I/bi)'a '21 :54) This is like His Words, ( When he said to his 
fath er and to his people, "What is it that which you worshi p? Is 
it fal se alilla" (gods) other than Allah thal you seek? Then whal 
do YO ll think about the Lord of the ;AlomeellT' ) (Sooral1 As­
Saffat 37:85-87) Qaladah said that it means: What do youlh ink 
that He wi ll do with you if you meet him and you have been 
worshipping (fa lse deities) other than I-lim? He said to them, 
( He said, "Do they hear you when you call (on them)? Or 
do lhey benefil you or do they haml (you)?" They said, "Nay, 
bu t we found our fathers doing so." ) (Soorah Ash-Shu 'ara ' 
26:72-74) They admitted to him lhat lhey (lhe idols) did nOl 
hear supplications and that they could neither hann nor benefit 
and that the only thing which caused them to worship these 
idols was the fact that they were following Lhe example of their 
ancestors and those like them in error, such as their fa thers 
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and the ignorant , which is why he sa id to them, ( " Do you 
observe Ihal which you have been worshipping, you and your 
ancient fathers? Verily! They are enemies 10 me, save the Lord 
of the 'Alollleell ) (SoO/·oll Ash-SIII/ 'ara ' 26: 75-77). This is 
irrefUlable evidcnce of' the fa lseness of the di vinity which they 
claimed for their idols, beca llse he declared himsclf' innoccnt 
of them and belittles them. If thcy had posscsscd the powcr 
to harm or affec t him, they would have done so. ( They said , 
" Have you brought us the trulh , or arc you onc of those who 
play about?" ) (SoO/'oil A I-A I/bi)'o . 21:55). They asked, 'This 
spcech which you are saying to us and by which you beli ttl e 
our gods and due to which you curse our f~lIh crs - is it the 
carnest tTwh, or arc you simply playing with us?' ( Ilc said, 
" N'IY, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the carth , Who 
created them and of that I am onc of the witncsses. ,. ) (So01·o11 
AI-Anhiyo' 2 1 :56). That is, on the contrary, I say this to you 
carncst ly and truthfu lly; and your God is Allah, besides Whom 
none has the right to be worshipped. He is YOUT Lord and the 
Lord of all things, the Originator of the heavcns and the earth 
and their Creator, in a unique manner. So it is He Who deserves 
to be worshipped, Alone, withoul partners, and I bear witness 
to that. He said, ( "And by Allah, I shall plot a plan (to destroy) 
your idols after you have gone away and turned your backs." 
) (SoO/'ail AI-A I/biya ' 21 :57) He swore by Allah that he would 
pial against these ido ls which thcy worshipped a ftcr they had 
gone away to celebrate one of their pagan fes ti va ls. It has been 
mentioned that he said this to himself secretl y. 'Abdul lah Ibn 
Mas'ood ~ said, "Somc of them heard him and they had an 
annllal festiva l during which they used to sacrifi ce animals 
outside the city. His father ca llcd on him to accompany him to 
the fest iva l, but he sa id, " I am sick," as Allah, Most High, says. 
( Then he cast a glance at the stars (to deceive them) and hc 
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said, "Verily, I am sick (with plague. lie did this trick to remain 
in their temple of idols to des troy them and not to accompany 
them to the pagans fcast)." ) (SaO/·"II !ls-SoJfar 37:88,89) He 
resorted to dissimulation so Ihal he could altn in his objective, 
which wns to humil iate their idols and support Allah's Religion 
of lru th , by making clem the fa lseness of lhe idol-worship Ihal 
they practiced - and those idols deserved to be broken and to 
be humi liated. So when they wcnt out to aLtend their rest ivai, 
leaving him behind in the city, ( Then he lumed 10 their ali/mil 
(gods). ) (SaO/·oll As-SafJill 37:9 1) That is, he went to them 
hastily and in secret and he found them in a great hall. In fronl 
Of lhcll1 , they had placed a variely of foods as offcrings to them. 
and said in tones of mockery and ridicule, ( Will you 110t ca t (of 
the offering before you)? What is the malter with yOli tl1<11 you 
speak 1101?" Then he tllmed lipan them, striking (them) with 
(his) right hand ) (Saarall !ls-SaJfar 37 :9 1-93). 

He struck them wilh his right hand because it was stronger, 
more powerfu l, swifter and morc irresistible - and he broke 
them with a qaddoom. (I) ( So he broke them to pieces ) . That 
is, he smashed them all into rubble. ( So he broke thcm to 
pieccs. (all) except the biggest of them. that they might turn 
to it ) . It was said thai he placcd the adz in the hands of the 
large one, as an indication that it was envious that any of these 
smaller idols should be worshipped with it. When they returned 
from their fes ti va l and found what had befallen the objects of 
their worship, ( They said, "Who hns done this to our alihah 
(gods)? li e must indeed be one of the wrongdoers." ) . 

In Ihis there was clear evidence for them, if they had but 
sense to realize, that if these idols which they lIsed to worship 

( I ) QlIdoom or QlIddoom: An (lei: or(u/:e, which is a tool, used fo r smoothing 
rough-cut wood In hand-woodworki ng. 
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were truly gods, they would have defended themselves against 
anyone who wanted to harm them. But due to their ignorance, 
their lack of understanding, their great misguidance and their 
fooli shness, they said, ( They sa id, " Who has done this 10 our 
ali/wll (gods)? He must indeed be one of the wrongdoers." 
Thcy said, "We heard a young man talking about them who 
is ca lled Ibraheem." ) (500/'011 AI-Allbiyo' 21 :59,60) Tha! is, 
saying bad things about them, belitt ling them and making light 
of them, so it mllst be hc who has attacked them and broken 
thcm. According to 'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ood .J;e, it means they 
were rcminded ofltis words: ( "And by Allah. I shal l plot a plan 
(to destroy) your idols ancr you have gone away and turned 
your backs." ) (Saorall AI-A IIbiyo . 21 :57) ( They said, "Then 
bring him bcrore the eycs of the people, that they may testify." 
) (5001'011 AI-Al1hiya' 2 1 :6 1) That is to the Grand Assembly, 
for everyone to sec, so that they may bear witness to his words, 
hear his speech and see for thcmsclves the revenge that they 
would exact on him. This was AI-Klla/eel's main objective -
to gather the people and to establish the proof aga inst all of 
the idolaters of the fal seness of their practices, as Moosa ~ 
sa id to Fir'awn, ( "Your appointed meeting is the day of the 
festival , and let thc people assemble when the sun has risen 
(forenoon)." ) (500/'011 To No 20:59). Then, when they had 
asscmbled and brought him before them, as they had sa id, ( 
They sa id, "Arc you the one who has done this to our gods, 
0, Ibrahcem?" (lbrahecm) said, "Nay, this one, the biggest of 
them (idols) did it. Ask them, if they can speak!" ) (500/'011 

A/-Auhiyo' 2 1 :62,63) In sayi ng this, he was hoping that they 
wou ld acknowledge that these idols could not speak and that 
this idol would not say anything because it was inanimate and 
like any other inan imate object, incapable of speech. 

( So they tumed to thcmselves and said, "Verily, you are thc 
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:!.alimOOl1 (wrongdocrs) .") (Soorali Af-Al1bzya ' 21 :64) That is 
thcy blamed thcmselves for abandon ing them, without Icaving 
anyone to protec t them or gua rd them. ( Then they bent their 
heads ) (Soorah Af-Al1hiya' 21 :65) As-Suddi said that it means: 
Then they returned 10 thefill1ah (i.e. their di sbelicf) . Based on 
this, the mcaning o f thei r words ( "Veril y, you arc the zafil110011 
(wrongdoers),' ) would be: You arc the wrongdoers in your 
worship of them (the idols). Qatadah sa id , "The people became 
con fused and bowed their heads, then they said, ( ' Indeed you 
(Ibraheem) know well Ihal Ihese (idols) speak nOl") (Soorah 
AI-Allbiya' 2 1 :65) ThaI is, you know full we ll , Ibrahecm, Ihal 
these idols do not speak, so how can youordcr us to ask them? At 
Ihat point , AI-Klwleel ~ said to them, ("Do you then worship 
bes ides Allah things that can neither profit you, nor hann you? 
Fie upon you and upon that which you worship besides Allah! 
Have you Ihenl10 sense?") (Soorall AI-Allhi)'a' 21 :66,67) This 
is like His Words: ( Then they (the worshippers of idols) came 
loward him,yaziffi'oll) (SOO .. "" As-SaIJat 37:94) Mujahid said 
that it means: hastening. I-Ie said , ( "Worship you that which 
you (yourselves) carve?" ) (SoO/'ail As-SaIJat 37:95) ThaI is, 
how can you worship idols which you yourselves have carved 
from wood and stone and shaped and fashioned as you wished? 
( "WltileAl lah has created you and what you make!") (Soorall 
As-Sajjcll 37:96) Regardless or whether the Arab ic word 11/(/ 
used in the Verses is the indefinite pronoun signi fying a verbal 
nOlin, or whcther it mcans " that which" the meaning of the 
words is : You arc created and these idols arc created, so how 
can one creation worship another creation like it? Your worship 
of them is no more appropriate than their worship or you; the 
fanner is futile and invalid and so is the lalter, since worship is 
neither use ful nor obligatory except when it is worship of the 
Creator, Alone, wi thout ascribing partners to I-lim. (They said, 




