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Islam means submission, the believer 's
submission to Allah. The word expresses first and
foremost a feeling of dependency on an unbounded
omnipotence to which man must submit and resign
his will
el szt o et bt e et B b pf ol £
<
But the most important stages in its history
were characterized by the assimilation of foreign
influences
SN G s g 5 S thetos P15 L e 13
sl el F Gl Lo enf ol Gt o St $os s
‘4131‘(4;'/64.‘le,;/l}uﬁjéﬂgjl;bbmf i S
The Arabs Prophet's message was an eclectic
composite of religious ideas and regulations. The
ideas were suggested to him by contacts, which
had stirred him deeply, with Jewish , Christian and
other elements and they seemed to him suited to
awaken an earnest religious mood among his

fellow Arabs
e tlsend S5 Syt s dein T
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It is not our task to inquire into the
pathological causes that awakened and confirmed
Muhammad's sense of revelations. Harnack's
profound words came to mind about diseases that
only strike supermen who then draw from them
new life never before suspected energy that levels
all hindrances in its path and the zeal of the
Prophet or apostle
b TG (Pl a6 s o T A

£ E ST F e

The first historically effective reformer among
the Arabs was Muhammad. Therein lies his
originality, no matter how much eclectic of his
prophecy may be
z?_t/ggup’cwug‘w,ﬂjgJ_(V%Jg,:’n&’.?,f/wﬁ)ﬁ!
/,19ﬁKu,;§/;tugf9ﬁK¢771,’uQJJ?.JC;Q&J(%
L1 ST e & LTSRS s o8 T 1 £
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Thus it was with borrowed blocks that

Muhammad built his eschatological message. He

made use of Old Testament history (mostly in
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haddadic form citing from it admonitory
examples of the fate of the ancient people from it
admonitory examples of the fate of the ancient
people who opposed and
scoffed at the Warner sent to them.
Muhammad now placed himself at the end of the
chain of Prophets, he was its final link "pg 8
R P IS AL st S A LUt U
Ll S Je it T A s SEF i
SeeBUf e S PR B S e ils Pl i
Lt Sl Sk, y3rre ugﬁf.‘av;l,u’swu”f Kedl iz
SIS S nce i s L P AL
T E G S SIS, WV s
"It was in Medina that Islam became an
institution. it also became a fighting organization
whose trumpet has echoed through all the latter
history of Islam. Only yesterday Muhammad had
been resigned and long suffering, preaching
patience and perseverance to his handful of faithful
companions who had to endure the scorn of the

Meccan patricians. Now he organised military
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expeditions. He had disdained earthly possessions,
now he set about regulating the distribution of
plunder and fixing the laws of inheritance and
property. He did not, it is true cease to speak of the
vanity of earthly things, but in the meantime, laws
were laid down, institutions were created for
religious practices and to the most pressing
circumstances of social life. The rules of conduct
that served as the foundation of later jurisprudence
found their definite form here, although some of
them had been prepared by the Meccan revelations
and brought in rudimentary from to the north
Arabian date palm oasis by the Meccan
immigrants
wu"’auﬂmé,uiﬂt'fL(M@;J%m’uﬁuﬁmw.@uga
Urozf el ot dy AL 5sf. e B genierre s
_/,,.gf/&‘!r_cﬁ‘u{!‘a;ﬁKul./’umw&gjgf(v%km&‘m
e e Ll u(c,“xw_;uﬁdu/u((u/wflzf;’,/uﬂ)?@i
/uUn.;::]/,l(:"jJrM.nJTz SO Pyt 13 Siie s
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"The ritual of Prayer service which began in

the form of vigils and recitations that show links to
the traditions of Eastern Christianity, as do such
accompanying features as genuflection, prostration
and preliminary washing. Fasting originally on the
10th day of the first month (in imitation of the of
the Jewish day of atonement, Ashura, later during
Ramadan, the ninth month of lunar calendar.
Pilgrimage to Kaaba ... This last element the Quran
retains from pagan cult, but give it a monotheistic
turn and reinterprets it in the light of Abrahamic
legends. The Christian elements reached
Muhammad mostly through the channels of
apocryphal traditions, heresies scattered in the

eastern church



96 .',/;"ulé/,_yzg’;ﬁ

ZTQ"{LJI/@;‘L?}WA!)W/@!/{{@fU/lu:)L/{fg%
ZLL%){,D/M:(";’ L7 YU b

Besides Jews and Christians, Zoroastrians
(Majus ) also came under Muhammad's
observation and the Quran groups Zoroastrians
with them rather with the pagans. This religion too
did not fail to leave its marks on the receptive
mind of the Arab Prophet "pg 15
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As Islamic tradition asserts that in the Torah
Muhammad is given the epithet

The Prophet of struggle and war "This is a
correct assessment of his career
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"The warriors of Islam had as their immediate
concern the subjugation, rather than conversion of
the unbelievers " pg 27
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The Orient and Islam have a kind of extra real,
phenomenologically reduced status that puts them
out of reach of everyone except the Western
expert. From the beginning of Western speculation
about the Orient, the one thing the orient could not
do was to represent itself. Evidence of the Orient
was credible only after it had passed through and
been made firm by the refining fire of the
Orientalist work.— Edward W. Said, Orientalism
“Always there lurks the assumption that although
the Western consumer belongs to a numerical
minority, he is entitled either to own or to expend

(or both) the majority of the world resources.
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Why? Because he, unlike the Oriental, is a true
human being. No better instance exists today of
what Anwar Abdel Malek calls* the hegemonism
of possessing minorities “and anthropocentrism
allied with Eurocentrism: a white middle-class
Westerner believes it his human prerogative not
only to manage the non white world but also to
own it, just because by definition it is not quite
as human as* we “are. There is no purer example
than this dehumanized thought.
—Edward W. Said, Orientalism
“Orientalism is fundamentally a political doctrine
willed over the Orient because the Orient was
weaker than the West, which elided the Orient’s
difference with its weakness[204] .

In Introduction to his book Edward Said says
By Orientalism I mean several things, all of them,
in my opinion, interdependent. The most ‘read
daily accepted designation for Orientalism is an
academic one, and indeed the label still serves in a

number of academic institutions. Anyone who
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teaches, writes about, or researches the Orient-and
this applies whether the person 1is an
anthropologist, sociologist, historian, or
philologist-either in its specific or its general
aspects, is an Orientalist, and what he or she does
1s Orientalism. Compared with Oriental studies or
area studies, it 1s true that the term Orientalism is
less preferred by specialists today, both because it
is too vague and general and because it connotes
the high-handed executive attitude of nineteenth-
century and early twentieth-century European
colonialism. Nevertheless books are written and
congresses held with  “the Orient” as their main
focus, with the Orientalist in his new or old guise
as their main authority. The point is that even if it
does not survive as it once did, Orientalism lives
on academically through its doctrines and theses
about the Orient and the Oriental.

Q&A/Edward Said : Roots of the West's Fear of

Islam
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By KEN SHULMAN and INTERNATIONAL
HERALD TRIBUNE MARCH 11, 1996
Born into a Palestinian Christian family in East
Jerusalem in 1935, Edward Said, a professor of
comparative literature at Columbia University, has
written extensively on Middle East politics. He
.spoke recently with Ken Shulman in Percoto, Italy
-Q. Has the West's attitude toward Islam improved
since you published" Orientalism "in 19787

A. I don't think it has improved at all. In fact, it
has decidedly worsened. If you look at how Islam
1s represented today in newspapers and on
television, you see that it is still considered a
threat, something that must be walled out. The
Arab world is depicted as a place full of terrorists
and fanatics.

Instead  of  expanding, the  West's
comprehension of the Arab world is contracting.

Q. What is the history of this anti-Arab

prejudice?
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A. The prejudice was created at the same time
Islam was born, when Islam was a political and
economic threat to Europe. It is no coincidence
that Dante places Mohammed in the next to last
circle of hell in his Divine Comedy, right next to
Satan. In the Renaissance, we have the figure of
Shylock, but we also have the figure of Othello.

It wasn't just the Jew who was suspect in Christian
Europe. It was also the Arab. The Arab who was
indolent, diabolic and dishonest. On one hand, this
world of the Orient fascinated the Europeans. On
the other, it terrorized them.

https://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/11/news/qa

edward-said-roots-of-the-wests-fear-of-islam.html
Said: The sense of Islam as a threatening Other--
with Muslims depicted as fanatical, violent, lustful,
irrational--develops during the colonial period in
what I called Orientalism. The study of the Other
has a lot to do with the control and dominance of
Europe and the West generally in the Islamic

world. And it has persisted because it's based very,
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very deeply in religious roots, where Islam is seen
as a kind of competitor of Christianity.
by David Barsamian
November 1, 2001
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For the legal subject-matter in early Islam did
not primarily derive from the Koran or from other
purely Islamic sources; law lay to a great extent
outside the sphere of religion, was only
incompletely assimilated to the body of religious
duties, and retained part of its own distinctive

quality. No clear distinction, however, can be
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made, and whenever I use the term Muhammadan
Jaw, it 1s meant to comprise all ti subjects which
come within the sacred law of Islam. I feel myself
under a deep obligation to the masters of Islamic
studies in the last generation. The name of Snouck
Hurgronje appears seldom in this book; yet if we
now understand the character of Muhammadan law
it is due to him. Goldziher I shall have occasion to
quote often; I cannot hope for more than that this
book may be considered a not unworthy
continuation of the studies he inaugurated.
bl G [T

The results so gained will enable us to realize
that the  starting-point of Muhammadan
jurisprudence lies in the practice of the late
Umaiyad period,

Chapter one page 1
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A binding custom or practice of a community :
a rule of conduct or action prescribed or formally
recognized as binding or enforced by a
controlling authority
e UIE Sl
Sharia, or sharia law, is the Islamic legal
system derived from the religious precepts of
Islam, particularly the Quran and Hadith.
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It is one of the main results of the first part of
this book, that Shafi'i was the first lawyer to define
sunnah as the model behaviour of the Prophet, in
contrast with his predecessors for whom it was not
necessarily connected with the Prophet, but
represented the traditional, albeit ideal, usage of
the community, forming their 'living tradition' on
an equal footing with customary or generally

agreed practice.

Chapter one page 2
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Two generations before Shafi'i reference to
traditions from Companions and Successors was
the rule, to traditions from the Prophet himself the
exception, and it was left to Shiifi'i to make the
exception his principle. We shall have" to conclude
that, generally and broadly speaking, traditions
from Companions and Successors are earlier than
those from the Prophet.

Chapter one page 3

Goldziher, in another of his fundamental
works, 1 has not only voiced his 'skeptical reserve'
with regard to the traditions contained even in the
classical collections, 2 but shown positively that
the great majority of traditions from the Prophet
are documents not of the time to which they claim
to belong, but of the successive stages of
development of doctrines during the first centuries
of Islam. This brilliant discovery became the
cornerstone of all serious investigation of early
Muhammadan law and jurisprudence, 3 even if

some later authors, while accepting Goldziher's
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method in principle, in their natural desire for
positive results were inclined to minimize it in
practice. The importance of a critical study of legal
traditions for our research into the origins of
Muhammadan jurisprudence is therefore obvious.
This book will be found to confirm Goldziher's
results, and to go beyond them in the following
respects: a great many traditions in the classical
and other collections were put into circulation only
after Shafi'i's time; the first considerable body of
legal traditions from the Prophet originated
towards the middle of the second century, in
opposition to slightly earlier traditions from
Companions and other

Chapter one page 4

Whereas Sha.fi'i professes to follow the
traditions from the Prophet and to disregard
everything else in all circumstances, the Medinese
choose freely among the traditions from the
Prophet and from others, and even reject both

kinds altogether. Rabi' says explicitly: 'Our



131 .',/;"ulé/,_yzg’;ﬁ

doctrine is to authenticate only those traditions that
are agreed upon by the people of Medina, to the
exclusion of other places' (Tr. III, 148, p. 242). In
the opinion of the Medinese, sound reason and
analogy supersede traditions (Tr. Il1, 145 (a))

Chapter 4 page 23

On the whole we can say that the Medinese
give preference to traditions from Companions
over traditions from the Prophet. This attitude,
which is reflected in an anecdote on Zuhri and
~ali~ b. Kaisan in Ibn Sa'd (i1 2 * 135), is of course
inacceptable to Shafi'i.

Chapter 4 page 24

it was claimed that their opinions were likely
to coincide with the decisions of the Prophet: 'Ibn
Mas'O.d was asked about a problem; he replied: "I
am not aware of any decision of the Prophet on
this"; asked to give his own opinion (ray), he gave
it; thereupon one of the men in his circle declared
that the Prophet had given the same decision, and

Ibn Mas'O.d was exceedingly glad that his opinion



132 .',/;"ulé/,_yzg’;ﬁ

coincided with the decision of the Prophet. It is
therefore not surprising that traditions from
Companions supersede traditions from the Prophet,
that both kinds of traditions are mentioned on the
same level, and that traditions from the Prophet are
interpreted in the light of traditions from
Companions. Tr. III, 61,

Chapter 4 page 29

We must conclude that the reference to
traditions from Companions is the older procedure,
and the theory of the overruling authority of
traditions from the Prophet an innovation, which
was as yet imperfectly adopted by the Iragians and
consistently applied only by Shafi'i.

ch4 pg 30
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The classical theory of Muhammadan law
defines sunna as the model behaviour of the
Prophet.' This is the meaning in which Shafi'i uses
the word; for him, 'sunna' and 'sunna of the
Prophet' are synonymous. But sunna means,
strictly speaking, nothing more than 'precedent’,
'way of life'. Goldziher has shown that this
originally pagan term was taken over and adapted
by Islam, Z and Margoliouth has concluded that
sunna as a principle of law meant originally the
ideal or normative usage of the community, and
only later acquired the restricted meaning of
precedents set by the Prophet. 3 The aim of the
present chapter is to analyse in detail the meaning
in which sunna is used by Shafi'i and in the ancient

schools of law-an analysis which will be found to
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confirm the conclusion of Margoliouth-and beyond
this, to investigate the concepts which in the
ancient schools occupied the place filled in the
later system by the 'sunna of the Prophet'.

Chapter 7 page 58

The ancient schools of law shared the old
concept of sunna or 'living tradition' as the ideal
practice of the community, expressed in the
accepted doctrine of the school. It was not yet
exclusively embodied in traditions from the
Prophet, although the Iraqians had been the first to
claim for it the authority of the Prophet, by calling
it the 'sunna of the Prophet'. The continuous
development of doctrine in the ancient schools was
outpaced by the development of traditions,
particularly those from the Prophet, in the period
before Shafi'i, and the ancient schools were already
on the defensive against the rising tide of traditions
when Shafi't appeared. This contrast between
doctrine and traditions gave Shafi 'i his

opportunity; he identified the 'sunna of the Prophet'
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with the contents of traditions from the Prophet to
which he gave, not for the first time, but for the
first time consistently, overriding authority,
thereby cutting himself off from the continuous
development of doctrine before him. If the 'living
tradition' diverges constantly from traditions, this
shows that the traditions are, generally speaking,
later.

Chapter 7 page 80

a2l B L

The word sunna literally means a way, rules, or
conduct of life. It has

been used in pre-Islamic poetry as well as in
the Qur'an in the same sense.

Anyone can establish a sunna, good or bad, if it
is followed by others. As

the life of the Prophet was the model for all
Muslims to follow, the

expression "sunna of the Prophet" came into

use in the life of the Prophet
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and was even used by him. Sometimes the
norms drawn analogically from

the practice or the sayings of the Prophet were
also called sunna.

On Schacht origin of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence by Al-Azami page 36
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From the above quotations it is clear that:

1. Law was an integral part of Islam. There
was no aspect of behavior that was not intended to

be covered by the revealed law and this law was to
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be binding on all Muslims; none had authority to
alter it.

2. It was intended by Allah that His Prophet's
whole life, decisions, judgments, and commands
should have the force of law. -

authority of the Prophet does not rest on the
acceptance of the community or on lawyers and
scholars, but on the will of Allah himself

THE result of our inquiry so far has been that
the real basis of legal doctrine in the ancient
schools was not a body of traditions handed down
from the Prophet or even from his Companions,
but the 'living tradition' of the school as expressed
in the consensus of the scholars. The opinion of the
scholars on what the right decision ought to be
precedes systematically, and also historically, its
expression in traditions. 'Ve shall sec' that the
material on which the ancient lawyers of Islam
started to work was the popular and administrative
practice as they found it towards the end of the

Umaiyad period.
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Chapter 9 page 98
L LT

we examine Schacht's argument that the
concept of the sunna of the Prophet was coined by
the Iraqi school sometime in the second century
A.L" and that the sunna of the Prophet is
therefore, "simply the 'living tradition' of the
school put under the aegis of the Prophet."' 12 In
other words, the second-century scholars projected
back their theories and judgments into the mouth
of the Prophet to add authority to them.

We have seen, however, that the Quran
describes the life of the Prophet as the model that
ought to be followed, and that the word st4tma has
been used in the Qur'an in several places. 1 3
Clearly, then, the term "stm/iaofthc Prophet" must
have been in use in the time of the Prophet himself
— and this is further proved by the hundreds of
ahddith containing this usage which were current

in the time of the Prophet.
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Schacht, in fact, contradicts his own theory.
Although he wants to argue that the concept
"sunna of the Prophet" is a second-century
accretion, he quotes Goldziher, whose opinion is
that the term sunna was originally a pagan term
(hat was adapted by Islam. 14 It is difficult to see
how the tertn could be current in the pre-lslamic
era, used frequently in the Qur'an, and then not be
used again by scholars or by the community at
large until the middle of the second century.

On Schacht .. page 105

He further says

The Prophet himself gave explicit instructions
about this when he said:

"Pass on information from me even if it is only
one verse." 1 And in the same tone at the farewell
Hajj ceremony: ""Let those who are present convey
the information to those who are absent." 2
Elsewhere, we find the same order, but in the form
of prayer: "Allah fills with light a man who hears

what J say, preserves it carefully in memory, and
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passes it on to others." 3 Deputations coming to
Medina were ordered to teach their people about
the ahadith on their return. 4 Malik b. al-Huwairith
is a specific example of someone thus ordered by
the Prophet; the same order was given to the other
delegates. 5 When the deputation of 'Abdul Qais
visited the Prophet, they asked him to teach them
how they might best convey his message and teach
the people after them. Fi Various practical
arrangements were made for the diffusion of the
sunna. We find the Prophet teaching the surma
himself. 7 To facilitate memorization and
understanding, he used to repeat important things
three times." After teaching, he used to listen to his
Companions reciting what they had learned. 9
Deputations arriving from outlying areas were
given into the custody of the Medinese, not only to
be accommodated but also for education in the
Our' an and (he sunna. The Prophet asked them
questions to discover the extent of their learning.

10 Method of Learning Ahadith
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The Companions used to listen to every word
of the Prophet with the utmost care, learning the
Quran and the sunna from him, mostly in the
mosque. When the Prophet left them for any
reason, they immediately began to go over what
they had learned. This practice was described well
by Mu'awiya" and is also found in the statements
of Abu Al-Darda*, 12 culminating in the
statements of Anas, the servant of the Prophet. He
says: "We sat with the Prophet, maybe 60 persons
in number, then the Prophet taught them Hadith.
Later on, if he went away for any work then we
used to memorize it among ourselves, and by the
time we left, it had been cultivated in our hearts."
13 The Companions had the same obligations of
daily life as everybody else. So it was not
practically possible for afl of them to attend the
circle of the Prophet on every occasion. Those who
were absent therefore used to learn from those who

had been present. 14 This has been well described
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by the Companion Bara' b. 'Azib. 15 This was the
order of the Prophet, as we have seen earlier. It
therefore became a common practice among them
to inform absentees about the Prophet's sayings
and deeds. Some of them came to an agreement
between themselves to attend the circle of the
Prophet in rotation. 16 After the Prophet's
death, the pattern of transmission remained much
the same. 'Umar, the second caliph, entrusted his
governors with the duty of teaching the Our"an and
the sunna of the Prophet. 17 He used to send out
many teachers for this purpose. ,B Memorization
of hadith was consci-entiously performed, just as it
had been when the Prophet was alive. Abu
Hurairah used to divide the night into three
portions: one third for sleeping, one third for
prayer, and one third for the memorization of
hadith of the Prophet. 19 On Schacht page 109-110
One of the main conclusions to be drawn from Part
I of this book is that, generally speaking, the 'living

tradition' of the ancient schools of law, based to a
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great extent on individual reasoning, came first,
that in the second stage it was put under the aegis
of Companions, that traditions from the Prophet
himself, put into circulation by traditionalists
towards the middle of the second century A.H.,
disturbed and influenced this 'living tradition', and
that only Shafi'i securtd to the traditions from the
Prophet supreme authority.

Part two Chapter 1 Page 138

Writes Professor Al-Azami

Given such a fundamental departure from the
accepted view of Muslim choiars, it is necessary to
examine in the greatest detail the evidence

Schacht adduces to support his argument.
Before doing so, it is important to note that his
thesis is based on the silentio principle, which
assumes that if one scholar at any given time was
ignorant of a particular hadith or failed to mention
it or, rather, that if it was not mentioned by later
scholars that earlier scholars used that particular

hadith, then the hadith did not exist at that time. If
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the hadith is first found with incomplete asnad.
and, later, with complete Asnad, then the asnad has
been "improved," in other words, fabricated. In a
reductio ad absurdum, this argument would mean
that if one writer in the Middle East failed to
mention London as one of the major cities in the
world, then all other writers who mentioned it later
would be guilty of collusion in creating a fictional
city. Even allowing for the fact thai Schacht did
not have available to him many important source
books, he quotes from those that were available in
a way which sometimes appears to accept and
reject authorities arbitrarily and to ignore certain
political and geographical realities.

pages 115-116

Countering Schacht's objections on Isnad
System Professor Al-Azami writes and we find
how important they are which is reason the

western orientalist attacked them.
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In any evaluation of the isnad system one must
keep firmly in mind its centra! position in Islam.
The belief that the ahadith handed down by the

Prophet have the force of law is largely based
on Qur'anic injunctions.

These ahadith came to us from the Prophet
through chains of transmit-ters. They are, thus, the
cornerstone of the Islamic faith and the code of
ethics associated with it. Sufyan al-Thauri (d. 161
AH.) says: "The isnad is the believer's weapon;
thus, when he has no weapon, with what will he
fight? 1 Another scholar, Ibn Mubarak (d 181 AH),
says: "Isnad is a part of religion (din), and if there
were no isnad everyone would be free to report
what he wants."

An example

Abu Huraira reported (he Prophet saying: The
Imam ought to be followed.

So recite takbir when he recites it, and bow

down when he bows down.
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And when he says ("Allah hearkens to him
who praises Him")

Say ("O Allah, our Lord, praise be to thee. And
when he prostrates, you should prostrate. When he
raises [his head] you should raise yours. You must
not raise your [head] until he raises his. If he prays
sitting, you should all pray sitting.

This hadith has been recorded at least 1 24
times, with many dozens of scholars of different
localities taking part in it. It is reported by 26 third-
generation authorities, all of whom trace the
origins of their know- ledge to Companions of the
Prophet. It is found almost in the same form or in
the same meaning in all versions in ten different
locations at this time (Medina, Mecca, Egypt,
Basrah, Hims, Yemen, Kufa, Syria, Wasit, and
Taif). Three of the 26 authorities heard it from
more than one source.

page 156
The Reconstruction of {7 AP J; WOVl
Wi mrd‘ b 53 EEU e gal thoughts in Islam
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No other person in our time has done as much
to inform and influence the West’s view of the
Islamic world and the Middle East. A long career
of scholarship in the United Kingdom, followed by
decades as a public intellectual in the United
States, earned him readers across the globe. After
the 9/11 attacks, he became a celebrity: “Osama
bin Laden made me famous,” he admitted. The two
short books he published after the terror strikes
became New York Times best sellers.
WA A eSS
Bernard Lewis, an eminent historian of Islam
who traced the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

to a declining Islamic civilization, a controversial
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view that influenced world opinion and helped
shape American foreign policy under President
George W. Bush, died on Saturday in Voorhees
Township, N.J. He was 101.

His longtime partner, Buntzie Churchill,
confirmed the death, at a retirement facility.

Few outsiders and no academics had more
influence with the Bush administration on Middle
Eastern affairs than Mr. Lewis. The president
carried a marked-up copy of one of his articles in
his briefing papers and met with him before and
after the invasion of Irag in March 2003. Mr.
Lewis gave briefings at the White House, the
residence of Vice President Dick Cheney and the
Pentagon under Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld.

ILG et g

Dr. Lewis’s friendship — and ideological
kinship — with the Cold War hawk and Israel
supporting Sen. Henry M. “Scoop” Jackson (D-

Wash.) opened prominent doors in the capital,
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eventually giving Dr. Lewis favored status among
top White House and Pentagon planners before the
2003 invasion of Iraq.

Even as Dr. Lewis kept up an astonishing pace
of writing and interviews into his mid-90s, he was
often dogged by questions over his close ties to the
architects of the invasion of Iraq, including then-
Vice President Richard B. Cheney and two of
Jackson’s proteges, then-Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz and security adviser Richard Perle.

Dr. Lewis had no qualms about hard-edged
policies toward the Middle East, once famously
advising “get tough or get out,” in what some have
dubbed the Lewis Doctrine.

PRSI AIIENT Y

The Palestinian intellectual Edward Said called
him a Zionist apologist and an orientalist who
“demeaned” Arabs. To this, Lewis retorted: “If
westerners cannot legitimately study the history of
Africa or the Middle East, then only fish can study

marine biology.”
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Their spat continued for a quarter of a century.
In the view of another scholar of the region,
Charles Tripp, Lewis’s earlier work was
“substantial and influential but through his later
misguided political involvement in US policy
making, he reinforced Said’s argument about how
forms of knowledge are produced to service
power”.

The journalist Lamis Andoni depicted Lewis’s
book What Went Wrong: Western Impact and
Middle Eastern Response (2002) as “practically a
manifesto for advocates of US military
intervention”
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1940 Origins of Isma'ilism: A Study of the
Historical Background of the Fatimid Caliphate
AMS Press
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& Row
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From the beginning of Western speculation

about the Orient, the one thing the orient could not
do was to represent itself. Evidence of the Orient
was credible only after it had passed through and
been made firm by the refining fire of the
Orientalist’s work™.

—Edward W. Said, Orientalism

“Always there lurks the assumption that

although the Western consumer belongs to a
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numerical minority, he is entitled either to own or
to expend (or both) the majority of the world
resources. Why? Because he, unlike the Oriental,
is a true human being. No better instance exists
today of what Anwar Abdel Malek calls* the
hegemonism of possessing minorities ~and
anthropocentrism allied with Eurocentrism: a
white middle-class Westerner believes it his
human prerogative not only to manage the non
white world but also to own it, just because by
definition it ”’is not quite as human as*“ we “are.
There is no purer example than this of
dehumanized thought”.

—Edward W. Said, Orientalism

“Orientalism is fundamentally a political
doctrine willed over the Orient because the Orient
was weaker than the West, which elided the
Orient’s difference with its weakness[204] .

In introduction said says:

By Orientalism I mean several things, all of

them, in my opinion, interdependent. The most
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‘readily accepted designation for Orientalism is an
academic one, and indeed the label still serves in a
number of academic institutions. Anyone who
teaches, writes about, or researches the Orient-and
this applies whether the person is an
anthropologist,  sociologist,  historian,  or
philologist-either in its specific or its general
aspects, is an Orientalist, and what he or she does
is Orientalism. Compared with Oriental studies or
area studies, it 1s true that the term Orientalism is
less preferred by specialists today, both because it
1s too vague and general and because it connotes
the high-handed executive attitude of nineteenth-
century and early twentieth-century European
colonialism. Nevertheless, books are written and
congresses held with “the Orient” as their main
focus, with the Orientalist in his new or old guise
as their main authority. The point is that even if it
does not survive as it once did, Orientalism lives
on academically through its doctrines and theses

about the Orient and the Oriental.



169 .',/;"ulé/,_yzg’;ﬁ

Q&A/Edward Said : Roots of the West's Fear
of Islam

By KEN SHULMAN and INTERNATIONAL
HERALD TRIBUNEMARCH 11, 1996

Born into a Palestinian Christian family in East
Jerusalem in 1935, Edward Said, a professor of
comparative literature at Columbia University, has
written extensively on Middle East politics. He
spoke recently with Ken Shulman in Percoto, Italy.

Q. Has the West's attitude toward Islam
improved since you published "Orientalism" in
19787

A. I don't think it has improved at all. In fact, it
has decidedly worsened. If you look at how Islam
is represented today in newspapers and on
television, you see that it is still considered a
threat, something that must be walled out. The
Arab world is depicted as a place full of terrorists
and fanatics.

Instead  of  expanding, the  West's

comprehension of the Arab world is contracting.
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Q. What is the history of this anti-Arab
prejudice?

A. The prejudice was created at the same time
Islam was born, when Islam was a political and
economic threat to Europe. It is no coincidence
that Dante places Mohammed in the next to last
circle of hell in his Divine Comedy, right next to
Satan. In the Renaissance, we have the figure of
Shylock, but we also have the figure of Othello.

It wasn't just the Jew who was suspect in
Christian Europe. It was also the Arab. The Arab
who was indolent, diabolic and dishonest. On one
hand, this world of the Orient fascinated the
Europeans. On the other, it terrorized them.

https://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/11/news/qa
edward-said-roots-of-the-wests-fear-of-islam.html

Said: The sense of Islam as a threatening
Other--with Muslims depicted as fanatical, violent,
lustful, irrational--develops during the colonial
period in what I called Orientalism. The study of
the Other has a lot to do with the control and
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dominance of Europe and the West generally in the
Islamic world. And it has persisted because it's
based very, very deeply in religious roots, where
Islam is seen as a kind of competitor of
Christianity.
by David Barsamian
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Until the United States understands and
confronts Islamist ideology, it will not be able to
slow the Islamist revolution and its destructive
effects.
Fighting the Ideological War: Winning
Strategies from Communism to Islam

Katharine Gorka and Patrick Sookdheo
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Radical Islamic terrorism, they say, is precisely
what it sounds like: terrorism rooted in radical
interpretations of Islam. As a political-religious
ideology, it must primarily be combatted not at the
level of drone strikes or even immigration
restrictions, but at the level of ideas. And as a
political-religious ideology, it poses a threat to the
Judeo-Christian values and liberal democracy that
characterize Western civilization. The long war
against radical Islamic terrorism, they assert, is
nothing less than the defining struggle of our time.

America's Two-Front War of Ideas

URI FRIEDMAN

MAR 3, 2017

Washington is getting enthusiastic about an
ideological war these days: not between Democrats
and Republicans — that’s old news — but rather
between Americans and radical Islam.

An 1ideological war America must watch, not
fight

By Fareed Zakaria February 26, 2015
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Speaking in Youngstown, Ohio, on August 15,
2016,Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump gave a speech on what he unequivocally
referred to as “radical Islam.” He declared: Nor
can we let the hateful ideology of radical Islam—
its oppression of women, gays, children, and
nonbelievers— be allowed to reside or spread
within our own countries . [W]e must use
ideological warfare as well. Just as we won the
Cold War, in part, by exposing the evils of
communism and the virtues of free markets, so too
must we take on the ideology of radical Islam

The Challenge of Dawa Political Islam as
Ideology and Movement and How to Counter It

Ayaan Hirsi Ali
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