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All thanks is to Allah, whom we seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah
from whatever evil our hearts conceal and from the consequences of our evil deeds.
Whoever Allah grants guidance will never be led astray. Whoever He leads astray will
never find guidance. | bear witness that none is worthy of worship except Allah, who has
no partners, and that Mohammad is His slave and Messenger.

" O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as
Muslims [in submission to Him]. " [Chapter Aal-Imran, 3:102.]



" O mankind, be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam) and
from him (Adam) He created his wife (eve), and from them both He created many men and
women and fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (and do not
cut the relation of) the wombs. Indeed Allah is Ever and All-Watcher over you. " [Chapter
An-Nisaa 4:1.]

" O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah, and fear Him, and speak (always) the truth.
He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And
whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger sl «le 4l (Lo he has indeed achieved a
great achievement. " [Chapter Al-Ahzab 33:70-71.]

As to what proceeds: Then indeed the most truthful speech is the Speech of Allah, and the
best guidance is the guidance of His Messenger (sl 5 4:le 48l (Lo). And the most evil of
affairs are the newly invented matters. Every newly invented matter is an innovation, every
innovation is a misguidance and every misguidance is in the fire.

As to what proceeds:

Some brothers approached me and asked that | write a book on the issue of ¢y lalls i<
4L LYy (disbelieving in the tyrants and believing in Allah). | found this to be a very fruitful
suggestion as this issue is something that is misunderstood by many of the common
people of this age, despite its high importance in the religion of Islam. Even to the point
where the word «s¢ s (taaghoot: tyrant) is unknown to many!

So this book which | have named cuclshll JMeT 4o L il i ,a5 (Freeing Mankind From The
Chains Of The Tyrants (Al-Tawaagheet)), is intended to be a clarification of the many types
of =sell (taaghoot: tyrant) that exist in the world today. We have mentioned who these
ose b (taaghoot: tyrants) are, the danger they pose to mankind, and ultimately how you
reject them. We also covered many of the =l (doubts) which are brought forth by some
of the groups who confuse the general people by mis-representing proofs from the Quran
and Sunnah, takings some and leaving some. We responded by bringing the evidences in
full and putting them in their proper places.

The aim in writing this book was to mention all the levels of «s¢ k. (taaghoot: tyrants) that
are followed in our times so that it is relevant to the people. So, we mentioned the danger
of the magician and how nowadays they trick the people into thinking that they are doing
something good but are in fact engaging in i< (disbelief). We mentioned the dangers of
grave worship, answering the «lgd (doubts) of those who go to the graves seeking
intercession, and highlighting the danger of all those who call the people to worshipping
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other than Allah. We also dealt fully with the issue of ruling by other than what Allah has
revealed, mentioning the different forms that it may come and the rulings that apply in
each case.

Finally, after explaining to the reader how to reject =L (taaghoot: tyrants) we mentioned
how one truly believes in Allah. For if the reader understands these two concepts then he
will have realised and applied the true meaning of 4l ¥| 4] ¥ (There is no God worthy of
worship except Allah.)

In writing this book we have strictly followed the L.l z¢i. (Methodology of the first three
generations), by bringing the evidences from the Quran, the Sunnah and the
Understanding of the clall (L.l (As-salaf-us-salih), from both ancient and recent times. In
all cases we have brought these evidences in their original Arabic with their references so
that the reader can be assured of their authenticity.

We ask Allah that He places this work in our scale of good deeds and guides us all to the
worship of Him alone without partners and we praise Allah for allowing us to complete this
work.

Abu Abdillah Al-Hamaraawi



Allah says in Chapter An-Nahl, 16, verse 36:
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (commun/ty, nation) a Messenger
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone)' and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false
deities etc. i.e. do not worship Taghuts besides Allah)."

So every messenger was sent ordering their people to worship Allah alone and stay away
from oselall (At-taaghoot: the tyrants). This is the meaning of the kalimat-attawhid, ¥) «] ¥
4l (there is no god worthy of worship except Allah).

The statement of w.agill (monotheism, which means singling out Allah in Lordship,
Worship, and all His Names and Attributes) divides into two pillars (;,<,0):

1.The first pillar: «d| ¥ (There is no God worthy of worship)

This is the rejection of all =selsll (at-taaghoot: the tyrants), this includes jUsiill
(Satan), magicians, the ruler who does not judge by the rule of Allah, the one who invites
people to worship him, nationalism, tribalism, and man-made laws, as will be explained
later.

2. The second pillar: <l Y| (except Allah)

Belief is for Allah alone. Believing in Allah's existance, His Lordship, His right to be

worshipped alone, and His lofty Names and Attributes.

These two parts are the two ;K,i (pillars) of wagill (tawhid: monotheism). The scholars
define a pillar as being:

If it is not present, then that which it is part of is not present. But if it is present then that
which it is part of is not necessarily present, and it is within the action.

As an example we will take the Prayer. The bowing (¢<,11) is a pillar. It is a part of the
prayer, and there is no prayer for the one who did not perform the bowing (& 11).
However, if one was to just bow, we would not say that he has now completed the prayer.

So the same is so with the pillars of wagill (tawhid: monotheism). One must believe in Allah
for his wagill (tawhid: monotheism) to be correct. However this is not enough until he fulfils
the other pillar of w.ag (tawhid: monotheism) which is the rejection of the s lall (tyrants).
This is just as bowing is not enough by itself to count as a valid prayer until the person
praying performs all the other pillars like prostration (4awull), standing (sLill) and the

4



reading of Al-Faatihah (da3lall 3, s).

Rejection of all «selll (al-taaghoot: tyrants) is thus the very essence of the statement of
tawheed (4 ¥] I ¥) . This first and most important pillar of Islam will never be fulfilled
except with the rejection of «se Il (at-taaghoot: the tyrants).

Allah says in Chapter Al- Baqarah 2, verse 256:
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There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course has become
clear from the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped
the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.
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In Sahih Muslim (23) on the authority of Abu Malik Al-Ashja'ee from his father, that the
Prophet said: "whoever says «l ¥ 4] ¥ and disbelieves in whatever is worshipped besides
Allah, his blood and his wealth are prohibited and his reckoning is with Allah.”

A person can not be a believer in Allah until he fulfils the pillars of wagill (at-tawhid:
monotheism). Rejecting of the <!l (tyrants) and believing in Allah. So just to claim that
he believes in Allah is not enough, he must also disbelieve in all of the c.e skl (tyrants).

In order to obey Allah fully and follow what all the messengers came with from Nuh (w.le
adwll) to Muhammad (alw 5 4le 4l (Lo), we need to fully comprehend what e lkll (at-
taaghoot: the tyrants) are.

We will explore the meaning of «selkll (at-taaghoot: the tyrants) in light of the Quran, the
Sunnah and the understanding of the dlall (ilu]l (salaf-us-saalih: the companions and
those that followed them in righteousness), just as Allah ordered us to do in Chapter At-
Tawba, 9, verse 100:
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And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun (those who from migrated from Makka to
Al-Madina) and the Ansar (the citizens of Al-Madina who helped and gave aid to the
Muhajirun) and also those who followed them exactly (in Faith). Allah is well-pleased with
them as they are well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which



rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success.

And in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 115:
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And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger (Muhammad al. 5 4le &l (Lo) after
the Right Path has been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers'
(companion of the Messenger) way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and
burn him in Hell - what an evil destination.

What is & gLl (at-taaghoot: the tyrant)?
In order to understand what a tyrant is, we need to go back to the Arabic language.

oselll (at-taaghoot) has been taken from ik (taghaa), which means to transgress the
limits. As Allah said in Chapter Al-Haaqggah, 69, verse 11:
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Verily! When the water rose beyond its limits (s3k). We carrled you (mankind) in the
floating (ship that was constructed by Noah).

This is the linguistic meaning, as for the meaning in the religion we will firstly take the
statement of Ameer-ul-Mumineen (The Leader of the Believers), Umar bin Al-Khattab o=,
e 4l;
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Umar said: attaaghoot is ash-shaytan (Satan)
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Ibn kathir mentions on the authority of Hisaan bin Qaa'id Al-'Ubaisee that Umar said: "Al-
jibt is magic, and At-Taaghoot(the tyrant) is Ash-shaytan (satan)", and Al-Haafidh (ibn hajr)
said: "and the meaning of his statement about At-Taghoot "it is Ash-Shaytaan" is very
strong. For indeed it encompasses every evil that the people of L.lalsll (Al-jaahiliya: pre-
Islamic days of ignorance) were upon from the worshipping idols, going to them for
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judgement, and seeking aid and protection from them" narrated by ibn jarir
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And also Jaabir ibn Abdillah, the sahaabee (companion of the Messenger) said:
"euelok!l (at-tawaagheet: pl. of at-taaghoot: tyrants) are fortunetellers, the devils descend
upon them".
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Narrated by ibn abi haatim in his tafsir and likewise by al-bukhari (8/251) and it was
connected to at-tabari in his tafsir (5846) and ibn abi haatim in his tafsir (5452) from the

path of Hajjaaj on the authority of Abu Juraij: | was informed by Abu Az-Zubair that he
heard it from Jaabir bin Abdillah)
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Mujaahid, the taabi'ee (those that followed the companions) and student of Abdullah ibn
Abbaas, and from the best of the mufassiroon(Quran explainers) of the taabi'een, said: "
ot l(at-taaghoot: the tyrant) is Satan in the image of men, the people go to him for
judgement and he has power over them.”
Narrated by At-Tabari in his tafsir (8/462)
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And Imam Malik said: "« U1l (at-taaghoot: the tyrant) is everything that is worshipped
besides Allah.
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Ibn Kathir said: "At-Taaghoot(the tyrant) is Ash-Shaytaan (Satan) and whatever Satan has
beautified to mankind from the worship of other than Allah"

Summarising these statements, we have the statement of Muhammad ibn Abdil-Wahaab
in his book "The Three Principles"
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Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahhaab said: cuslgkadl (the tyrants) are many, and
their heads are five:

1. Iblees

2. Whoever is worshipped and he is pleased with that

3. Whoever calls the people to the worship of himself

4. Whoever claims to have something from the knowledge of the unseen

5. Whoever judges by other than what Allah has revealed

& g€ ali(At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): (.wls| (Iblees)

Iblees is Satan. The enemy of mankind. He is the one who caused our father, Adam to be
expelled from Paradise. Allah says in Chapter Al-A'araf, 7, verse 27:
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O Children of Adam! Let not Shaitan (Satan) deceive you, as he got your parents [Adam
and Hawwa (Eve)] out of Paradise, stripping them of their raiments, to show them their
private parts. Verily, he and Qabiluhu (his soldiers from the jinns or his tribe) see you from
where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayatin (devils) Auliya' (protectors and
helpers) for those who believe not.

Since that time Satan has been striving to mislead us, making a promise to Allah that he
will do so. Allah says in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 119:
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Verily, | will mislead them, and surely, | will arouse in them false desires; and certainly, |
will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and indeed | will order them to change the nature
created by Allah." And whoever takes Shaitan (Satan) as a Wali (protector or helper)
instead of Allah, has surely suffered a manifest loss.

Satan is the one who throws deviant thoughts into the hearts of men, commanding them to
do evil, as Allah says in Chapter An-Naas, 114, verse 5:



Who whispers in the breasts of mankind,

So the one who follows these whispers is in loss because Satan's only aim is to mislead
you up until the point where you become an inhabitant of the hellfire. Allah says in Chapter
Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 91:
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Shaitan (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from
As-Salat (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?

The believer should beware. Satan will attack you from many angles. Allah says in
Chapter Al-A'raf, 7, verse 16-17:
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[Satan] said, "Because You have put me in error, | will surely sit in wait for them on Your
straight path.
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Then | will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their
left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones (i.e. they will not be dutiful to

You)."
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Imam Ahmad recorded that Saburah bin Abi Al-Fakih said that he heard the Messenger of



Allah saying, Satan sat in wait for the Son of Adam in all his paths. He sat in the path of
Islam, saying, "Would you embrace Islam and abandon your religion and the religion of
your forefathers!" However, the Son of Adam disobeyed Satan and embraced Islam. So
Satan sat in the path of Hijrah (migration in the cause of Allah), saying, "Would you
migrate and leave your land and sky!" But the parable of the Muhajir (one who migrates) is
that of a horse in his stamina. So, he disobeyed Satan and migrated. So Satan sat in the
path of Jihad, with one's self and wealth, saying, "If you fight, you will be killed, your wife
will be married and your wealth divided.' So he disobeyed him and performed Jihad. The
Prophet peace be upon him then said; Therefore, whoever among them (Children of
Adam) does this and dies, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise.
If he is killed, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If he drowns,
it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If the animal breaks his
neck, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. (Narrated by
Ahmad, 3/484)
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Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas commented on: H_ml uu o H—‘:‘jy 5 (Then | will
come to them from before them), 'Raising doubts in them concerning their Hereafter', ﬂ
a¢ils (and (from) behind them), 'making them more eager for this life', aLaii & (from their
right), 'causing them confusion in the religion', HJ..LM o<s (and from their left), 'luring them

to commit sins'." (Tafsir ibn Kathir)
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Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, and “You will not find most of them to be
thankful”. "means, those who single Him out (in worship)." (Tafsir ibn Kathir)

And when we take the previously mentioned ahadith (statements of the Messenger) we
can understand that Satan will sit in all the paths of good and obedience, striving to lead
man astray. What we see today, from the tactics of Satan is that he will sit and cause a
person to hate Hijra or Jihad, so that the believer leaves off this two great acts of Islam. So
you will find that a person initially had the intention to do many acts of obedience, but
Satan deceived and cheated him until he lost out on that opportunity.

Satan is experienced in plotting against man. He knows which of your desires will make
the most effective target in order to pull you towards the fire. For some, they may desire
women, so Satan will push him and motivate him to look at women until he commits
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fornication. Some people desire wealth, so Satan will beautify from this life many luxuries,
regardless of whether they are permissible or not. And for the jealous woman, Satan may
cause her to dislike parts of the 4w ,.ll (Law of Allah) which Allah has made permissible
such as polygamy. So she hates that her husband takes another wife, and this hatred of
the 4w ,all (Law of Allah) may increase so as to cause her to exit the obedience of Allah.

In the well known hadith (statement of the Messenger sl wle dl sLs) recorded in Sahih
Muslim and Sahih Al-Bukhari
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And it is established in the (naaanll (saheehain: Al Bukhari and Muslim) on the authority of
Anas, in the story of Safiya's visit to the Prophet alus 4le &l sLo: that he was making
<l<te | (i'tikaf: seclusion in the masjid) and he went out with her at night to return her to her
home. He met two men from the Ansar, so when they saw the prophet they sped up. So he
said: slow down, she is Safiya bint Huyay. They said: Subhan Allah (Allah is far removed
from any imperfection). O Messenger of Allah. He said: "Satan runs through the son of

Adam like the flowing of blood and | fear that something be cast in your heart. (Muslim
2186)

When you are aware of the dangers of Satan, then you must know how to guard against
him and his plots. Protecting yourself from Satan is simple and the means to do so is
found in the Quran and the Sunnah. Allah says in Chapter Al-A'raf, 7, verse 200:
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And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaitan (Satan) then seek refuge with Allah.
Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
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It comes in Sahih Al-Bukhari (142): from Anas bin Maalik who said: when the Prophet Lo

alus wle 4l went to the toilet he used to say: "Oh Allah | seek refuge with you from the male
and female devil"
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On the authority of Anas bin Maalik who said: The Messenger of Allah sl 4le &l Lo

said: Whoever says when leaving his house "<l ¥/ 358 ¥ 5 Jsa¥ dll ole @S5 dl avus (In the

name of Allah, | rely on Allah, and there is no might or power except with Allah" then it is
said to him "you are sufficed, you are protected" and Satan will leave him.

G gsladl (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): <l Jia1 Lo yada asan sl siladl asladl
(The Unjust Ruler who judges by other than the law that was sent down
by Allah)
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lbn-ul-Qayyim said in his book "crads 1l sdel(ilaam al-muwaqqi'een) (1/53): wselall (at-
taaghoot: the tyrant): Everything with which the slave exceeds the limits in regards to
worship, following or obedience. So the =l (taaghoot: tyrant) of every people is who
they go to for judgement of their disputes besides Allah and His Messenger, or who they
worship besides Allah, or who they follow without knowledge from Allah, or who they
blindly follow whilst not knowing whether it is obedience to Allah or not. So these are the
cuc sk (tawaagheet: tyrants) of the world, if you consider them and consider the conditions
of the people, you will see that most of them have turned away from the worship of Allah
most high, in favour of the worship of =1l (at-taaghoot: the tyrant), and turned away
from the obedience of Allah and His Messenger, in favour of obedience and following of
ose Wkl (at-taaghoot: the tyrant).

And this statement although written centuries ago, is even more true today in our time, and
the examples are more. Look at the muslim world today and you will see that the pure
legislation of Allah has been replaced by man-made systems such as democracy,
communism and tribal codes. These leaders even go so far as to claiming that their
constitution is the a1l (law of Allah) despite their law being completely contrary to it! No
doubt they have chosen the rule of 4.lalall-aljaahiliyya (pre-islamic ignorance) over the rule
of Allah, while Allah says in Chapter Al-Ma'idah, 5, verse 50:
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Do they seek the judgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgement
than Allah for a people who have firm Faith.
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About this verse, ibn kathir said in his tafsir (explanation of the Quran), “Allah censors
those who leave the clear legislation of Allah, that encompasses every good and prohibits
every evil, and whoever turns away from it to the opinions, desires and the terminologies
that men have laid down with no connection to the 4w .l (law of Allah). Just like when the
people of pre-Islamic ignorance used to judge with misguidance and the ignorance that
was established from their own opinions and desires, or just as the |5l (tatars) judge from
their royal law which was taken from their king Ghengis Khan who established the z..Ldl
(yaasiq). It was taken from a compiled book of rulings derived from different legislative
systems: from the Jewish, Christian, Islamic and other systems. In it, many of the rulings
were taken solely from his opinions and desires. So it became a followed legislation, taking
preference over the rule of the book of Allah and the sunnah of the Messenger (wle <l olo
alw ). And whoever does this is a Jils (disbeliever in Allah), it is obligatory to fight him up

until he returns to the rule of Allah and His Messenger (sl 5 wle 4l (ls), so that he is not
judging by other than the 4a 21l (law of Allah) whether in a few matters or many.”

501 s oasadl 3anl o olagll ase o aaal Waa 1l pulall aculdll 57 Ladladl JUs
@l o el wae G dll wae e Blea ol O uad LAl @bl o oSl len!
oAl lalig ole dlll Ghia Al Jgauy JB JB Gubie ool ge a0 @EU e cpaa
Gl 3 i sl po by laladl L w3l o8 33 oo g 5o el (] i

. ded

13



And Al-Haafidh Abul-Qaasim At-Tabaraanee said: | was told by Ahmad bin Abdil-Wahaab
bin Najdah Al-Khootee: | was told by Abu Al-Yamaan Al-Hakam bin Naafi": | was informed
by Shu'aib bin Abi Hamzah, on the authority of Abdullah bin Abdur-rahman bin Abi Husain,
from Naafi' bin Jarir, from ibn Abbaas who said: The Messenger of Allah alu wle slo said:
"The most hated people to Allah (J~ 5 i) is he who seeks in Islam, the way of L.lalsll (pre-
Islamic ignorance), and he who sheds the blood of a muslim without any right"

(Bukhari 6882)

What has been described here by the Messenger (alw 5 wle 4l (lo) as Llalall 4 (the way
of the people of ignorance), is everything that is other than the law of Allah. Not only from
the pre-Islamic times but also what is found today from the many non-Islamic, man-made
systems.

When you take all of these verses, ahadith (statements of the Messenger) and speech of
the Salaf together, they all tell you that if the ruler is not judging by the law of Allah, then
that ruler is o2l (at-taaghoot: a tyrant). So look at the Islamic countries which have been
invaded and even those that have never had a disbelieving force reach them, they have
changed most, if not all of Allah's laws that came in the Quran and the Sunnah of the

Messenger (alws 4l il ols).

Take for example the one who steals. Allah states very clearly in a verse that can not be
mis-interpreted by the one who has intellect, in Chapter Al-Ma'idah, 5, verse 38:

LA B il e YIES L& Ly 25 Lnant 153 45,0l 3,00
Cut off (from the wrist joint) the (right) hand of the thief, male or female, as a recompense
for that which they committed, a punishment by way of example from Allah. And Allah is

All-Powerful, All-Wise.

The punishment mentioned is to cut off the hand, but you will have great difficulty in finding
a country that carries this out today. Rather the government and rulers have changed this
so that thieves are put into prison, changing the legislation of Allah. And for what reason?
They claim that they can not implement the law of Allah because the legislation of Allah
was for it's time. As for our time, although we accept they claim to accept the rule of Allah
is true, they say that it would be difficult to apply it to today's modern society. But we know
that Islam is the best and most complete religion for all of mankind in all times. They
mention many excuses that aren't even relevant, saying 'there are more important issues
to discuss than this, people are starving in the world. They make many claims and
excuses in order to dismantle the law of Allah while diverting attention away from their
disbelief. To these claims we repeat again the verse from Chapter Al-Maa'idah:
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Do they seek the judgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgement
than Allah for a people who have firm Faith.

Some of these rulers, although they may claim that they want 4 .l (the law of Allah) and
that the law of Allah is the best law, their actions do not represent this claim. Implementing
the law of Allah would be just as easy for them, but this is just a claim and they choose to
continue dismantling the law of Allah. As Allah say in Chapter As-Saff, 61, verse 2:
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O you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do?

Likewise, Allah has legislated a very just and perfect way of dealing with the inheritance of
the deceased. In Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 11:
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Allah commands you as regards your children's (inheritance); to the male, a portion equal
to that of two females.

Allah revealed this religion for all of mankind and for all times, so how can someone come
now and say that his law is unjust, like those who desire to change the inheritance laws
and make the share of the man equal to that of a woman? Allah's law is in no need of
addition as Allah mentions in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 3:
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This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion.

The religion of Islam is complete in all aspects of life. It is not merely a matter of learning
the prayer and fasting, but rather everything from foreign affairs, internal affairs,
economics, marriage, divorce, human rights, jihad, inheritance, to how one should purify
themselves after going to the toilet. Nothing has been left out.

Allah says in Chapter Al-An'aam, 7, verse 38:

We have not neglected anything in the book.
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So the one who satisfies himself by just considering the religion to be solely involved in the
matters of personal worship and they do not reject the =l (taaghoot: tyrant) of the ruler
who judges by other than the law of Allah then he is like the one that Allah spoke about in
Chapter Al-Bagara, 2, verse 85:
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Then do you bel/eve in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the
recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and
on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment. And

Allah is not unaware of what you do.
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Ibn kathir mentioned about this verse that Allah censures the Jews who were in the time
of the Messenger (alw s wle 4l (Lo) in Medina. They used to help the tribes of Aws and
Khazraj, and Aws and Khazraj were from the Ansar, but in the pre-Islamic days of
ignorance they worshipped idols and had many wars with each other. The Jews of Medina
were three tribes: Banu Qainuga and Banu Nadheer were the allies of Khazraj. Banu
Quraitha was the ally of Aws. So when war was kindled between them, each party fought
with their ally, so the Jews fought their enemies and perhaps a Jew would kill another Jew
from a different party. This was al~ (haram-impermissible) for them in their religion as is
established in their book. And they would drive them out of their homes and burgle

whatever was in there from furniture and money. Then when the war had ended, they
would free the captives to the defeated party, acting on the ruling in the Tawrah.

The Jews took the ruling of the Tawrah when it suited them to do so in the same way as

the rulers of today. They resemble the Jews when they use the rulings of Islam sometimes
but in other times go to the rulings that follow their opinions and desires.
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The obligation of ruling by the revelation is not something new, for it has been obligated on
the nations before us. Consider what Allah says about those people of the book that did
not rule by what Allah reveals, in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 44:
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Verily, We d/d send down the Torah (to Moses), therein was gu:dance and light, by which
the Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah's Will, judged the Jews. And the Rabbis
and the priests (too judged the Jews by the Torah after those Prophets) for to them was
entrusted the protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto. Therefore fear
not men but fear Me (O Jews) and sell not My Verses for a miserable price. And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun (disbelievers).
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About this verse, At-Tabari said: "whoever hides the ruling of Allah that was sent down in
His book and made to be the legislation between His slaves. So he conceals it and rules
by other than it. Like the Jews ruled regarding the two adulterers with aweaill 5 wuaill (sitting
them back-to-back with the back of their heads together and parading them around the
tribe on an animal to shame them), their forgoing the _=Ladill (the law of equality in
punishment) on the noble people who committed murder, and forcing the lower classes to
accept the L.ull (blood-money), whereas Allah made the noble and the lower-class equal in
that regard in the tawrah.

Whoever does that, then "such are the Kafirun" : because they didn't rule by what Allah
revealed and they replaced and changed the ruling of Allah, hiding the truth.

eadill Jgol (o8 Aleadl mgse (Methodology of the Pious Predecessors in

the fundamentals of interpreting the Quran)

In order to understand all of these evidences that we are mentioning, we need to return to
the <Ll z¢ie (Methodology of the pious predecessors) and explain the Quran in the same
way that they did. The principles that they adhered to had stages.
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1. The Quran explained by the Quran

2. The Quran explained by the Sunnah

3. The Quran explained by the consensus of the companions of the Messenger lo
plesg dale bl

4. The Quran explained by those that followed the companions of the Messenger

aduug dals &l (sls

These are the stages that the pious predecessors followed and it is agreed upon by
consensus that the Quran is explained in this order. So it is not for us to jump a stage or
two without exploring the stage before it. How can we explain the Quran with the
statement of other than Allah before returning to the statement of Allah? As Allah says in
Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 59:
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(And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger (
ale 5 wle &l Ls), if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more
suitable for final determination.

And this should be clear to the logical individual. For who knows best about what Allah
meant when he revealed a verse? No doubt it is Allah who knows best the meaning, and in
many issues Allah explains the same issue in many places in the Quran, introducing the
matter in a concise way and then expanding on it elsewhere. Just as in Chapter Al-
Faatiha, Allah describes Himself as:

C).:QTA-” )A;.; d.]l.:c
The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judges) of yawm-iddeen

Then Allah tells us what pall as: (yawm-iddeen) is in U1 5, 5. (Chapter Al-Infitar), 82
verse 19:
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(It will be) the Day When no person shal/ have power (to do) anyth/ng for another, and the

Decision, that Day, will be (wholly) with Allah.
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Ibn Kathir said in the introduction to his tafsir(explanation of the Quran): Indeed the most
correct way in explaining the Quran is with the Quran, as what has been generally
mentioned in one place has been expanded on in another place. So if you have exhausted
those means, then upon you is the Sunnah, for it is the explainer of the Quran and the
clarification for it. Allah says :"With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And
We have also sent down unto you (O Muhammad) the reminder and the advice (the
Qur'an), that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down to them, and that they may
give thought." And for this reason the Messenger of Allah (slw 5 wle &l sLs) said "Indeed |
have been given the Quran and the likes of it" meaning the Sunnah (Narrated by Ahmad in
his musnad, 4/131). And the Sunnah (Way of the Messenger) has been sent as revelation
just like the Quran was sent down except that it is not recited where as the Quran is
recited. So the aim is that you seek tafsir (Quran explanation) of the Quran with the Quran,
and if you do not find that then from the Sunnah(Way of the Messenger). Then if we do not
find the tafsir (Quran explanation) in either the Quran or the Sunnah, we return it to the
speech of the Sahaba(companions of the Messenger), for they were most knowledgeable
of that, due to them witnessing the cases and the situations that were specific to it. And
because of what they had of complete understanding, authentic knowledge and righteous
action, especially the scholars from them, like the four imams, the rightly guided caliphs
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(Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali), and those guided imams, such as Abdullah ibn Mas'ood.
Al-Imam Abu Ja'far ibn Jarir narrated from Abdullah (ibn Mas'ood) who said: "By the one
who there is no God except Him, there was not a verse sent from the book of Allah except
that | know who it was sent about and where it was sent down. And if | knew that there
was someone more knowledgeable than me, | would take a riding animal to reach him.
And from them, the ocean of knowledge, Abdullah bin Abbaas, cousin of the Messenger of
Allah (alw 5 wle 48l (Lo), and the explainer of the Quran, by the blessing of the du'a of the
Messenger (sl 5 wle 4l (Lo) when he said: "O Allah, give him understanding of the deen,
and teach him the interpretation(of the Quran)".

If we do not find the tafsir in the Quran, nor in the Sunnah, nor do we find it from the
Sahaaba(companions), then many of the Imams returned to the statement of the
Taabi'een(those that followed the companions), like Mujaahid bin Jabr, for indeed he was
an 4 (sign) in tafsir as Muhammad bin Ishaaq said: Abaan bin Salih informed us from
Mujaahid who said: "l presented the Mushaf to Ibn Abbaas three times from it's opening to
its end, stopping at every verse and | asked him about it (At-Tabari 1/81-90).

Allah says in the first two ayaat of Chapter Hud (11):
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Alif-Lam-Ra. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Quran and none but Allah
(Alone) knows their meanings]. (This is) a Book, the Verses whereof are perfected (in

every sphere of knowledge, etc.), and then explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is
All-Wise and Well- Acquainted (with all things).

(Saying) worship none but Allah. Verily, | (Muhammad al.s wle 48l (Ls) am unto you from
Him a warner and a bringer of glad tidings.

It is more fitting that Allah explains in detail the matters of ,ilIi (al-kufr: disbelief) and LY/
(al-eemaan: belief) in detail in His Book, as these are the matters which enter someone
into Islam, or exit them from it. So Allah does not leave any excuse for us in those matters
but rather makes them clear so that everyone can know them.

In Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 165, Allah says:
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Messengers as bearers of good news as Well as of Warn/ng in order that mank/nd should
have no plea against Allah after the Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.

Let us bring the verse from Chapter Al-Ma'idah, 5, verse 47:
O9OSISTH A LS o 551 Loy a< 2T (ya
And whosoever does not jddge by what Allah has revealed, such are
the Kafirun (disbelievers).

We can now search in the Quran to see where Allah has mentioned the same
meaning in other places.

Allah says in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 65:
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But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you (O Muhammad) judge in
all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions,
and accept (them) with full submission.
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Ibn Kathir said about this verse:
Allah, the exalted swears by His Glorious, Most Honourable Self: that no one shall attain
faith until he refers to the Messenger (sl 5 «le 4l La) for judgement in all matters.
Thereafter, whatever the Messenger commands, is the plain truth that must be submitted
to inwardly and outwardly, Allah said (and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission.) meaning: they adhere to your
judgment, and thus do not feel any hesitation over your decision, and they submit to it
inwardly and outwardly. They submit to the Prophet's decision with total submission
without any rejection, denial or dispute. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Urwah said, "Az-Zubayr
quarrelled with a man about a stream which both of them used for irrigation. Allah's
Messenger alug e 4l (Lo said to Az-Zubayr, (O Zubayr! Irrigate (your garden) first, and
then let the water flow to your neighbour.) The Ansari became angry and said, 'O Allah's
Messenger! Is it because he is your cousin' On that, the face of Allah's Messenger 4l Lo
alus 4ule changed colour (because of anger) and said, (Irrigate (your garden), O Zubayr,
and then withhold the water until it reaches the walls (surrounding the palm). Then, release
the water to your neighbour.) So, Allah's Messenger alug wle atl (Lo gave Az-Zubayr his
full right when the Ansari made him angry. Before that, Allah's Messenger sl wle atl (Lo
had given a generous judgement, beneficial for Az-Zubayr and the Ansari. Az-Zubayr
said, 'l think the following verse was concerning that case, (But no, by your Lord, they can
have no faith, until they make you (O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them.)""
(narrated by al-bukhari here: | mean in the book "At-Tafsir from his sahih from the
hadith(statement of the Messenger) of mu'ammar, and in the book "ash-sharb" from the
hadith(statement of the Messenger) of ibn juraij and also mu'ammar, and in the book "As-
Sulh" from the hadith (statement of the Messenger) of shu'aib bin abi hamza (2708),
(2362), (2361), (4585))

Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 50:

Do they seek the judgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in judgement
than Allah for a people who have firm faith.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Ahzab, 33, verse 36:
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It is not for a believer, man or Women, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a
matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and
His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in plain error.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 49:
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And so judge (you O Muhammad) between them by what Allah has revealed and follow
not their vain desires, but beware of them lest they turn you (O Muhammad) far away from
some of that which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away, then know that
Allah's Will is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly, most of men are Fasiqun
(rebellious and disobedient to Allah).

Allah says in Chapter Yusuf, 12, verse 40:
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The command (or the judgement) is for none but A//ah. He has commanded that you
worship none but Him (i.e. His Monotheism), that is the (true) straight religion, but most
men know not.

And Allah says in Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 51:
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Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Scripture? They believe in Al-

Jibt and At-Taghut and say to the disbelievers that they are better guided as regarded the
way than the believers (Muslims).

And Allah says in Chapter Ash-Shuuraa, 42, verse 21:
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Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), who have instituted for them a religion which
Allah has not allowed.
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And Allah says in Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 60:
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Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent
down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they go for judgement (in
their disputes) to the Taghut (false judges, etc.) while they have ordered to reject them.

But Shaitan (Satan) wishes to lead them far astray.

When you take all these verses together, the disbelief of the tyrant ruler becomes very
clear. Furthermore Allah describes the condition of those who turn away from the rules of
Allah in the next verse.

Allah says in Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 61:
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And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger,"
you (Muhammad) see the hypocrites turn away from you (Muhammad) with aversion.

Allah labels them as cnsslill (hypocrites: those who openly express Islam but conceal
disbelief).
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And Shaykh-ul-islam said in Majmoo'-al-Fatawa: Likewise any party that rejects from the
4 ,all (Law of Allah), just one of it's rulings, whether openly or secretly, then fighting him is
obligatory. So if they say: "we testify &l ¥/ I ¥ (there is no god worthy of worship except
Allah) and we do not pray", then they are fought until they pray. And if they were to say:
"we pray but we do not give 331l (zakah: obligatory charity)", then they are fought until
they pay zakah. And if they say: "we pay syl (zakah: obligatory charity), but we do not
fast or make hajj", then they are fought until they fast ramadan and make hajj. And if they
were to say: "we do this, but we do not leave LIl (riba: usury), nor the drinking of .l
(alcohol), nor illegal sexual intercourse, and we do not make Jihad in the path of Allah, and
we do not take the 431l (jizya: money taken from people of the book for their protection
when they reside in Muslim lands) from the Jews and the Christians" and the likes of that,
they are fought until they do those things. As Allah has said ((And fight them until there is
no fitnah (disbelief and polytheism: i.e. worshipping others besides Allah) and the religion
(worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the whole of the world]. But if they cease
(worshipping others besides Allah), then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.)) And
Allah says, ((O you who believe. Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains (due to you)
from Riba (usury) (from now onward), if you are (really) believers. And if you do not do it,
then take a notice of war from Allah and His Messenger.)) And Riba (usury) was the last
thing prohibited by Allah, but there was a group of people who became Muslim, prayed
and made Jihad, so Allah clarified that if they do not leave off Riba, then they will be at war
with Allah and His Messenger.
And it occurs in the aaaall (Al-Bukhari and Muslim), that when the Messenger (4l Lo
alws 5 4ule) died and some of the Arabs disbelieved, Umar said to Abu Bakr : “How do you
fight the people whilst the Prophet has said “| have been ordered to fight the people until
they bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and | am the
Messenger of Allah, so when they do this, their blood and wealth is spared except with a
right”?. So Abu Bakr said : “Did you not say 'except with a right', by Allah, if they were to
refuse to give me ¥lic (either a rope that is used to bind the camels leg, or a small goat),
that they used to give to the Messenger (sl 5 wle &/ sla), | would fight them.”
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Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin Ibrahim Aal-ash-Shaykh said in "tahkeem-al-qawaaneen":
Indeed from the clear major kufr (disbelief), is the descent of the cursed legislations, to a
place of that which the trustworthy spirit was sent with (the quran) to the heart of
Muhammad, to be from the warners. With a plain Arabic tongue, judging between all
creation.

So the Shaykh Muhammad bin Ibrahim, former mufti of Saudi Arabia and the teacher of
bin Baz, understood that the J1 (asl) in this matter is that judging by other than what Allah
revealed is the major disbelief that exits one from the fold of Islam.

Currently, you find that the rulers of today have changed the legal system completely,
placing democracy, communism and man made laws in the place of the pure legislation
that was revealed to our Messenger sl wle 4l (La. As the Shaykh and Muftee
Muhammad bin Ibrahim Aal-Ash-Shaykh mentioned, this is clear major disbelief as the
ruler has changed the whole system of legislation to something other than the a2l (law
of Allah). We can't say that this is a minor disbelief, but rather as the Shaykh said, is a
major disbelief that takes one out of the fold of Islam.

As for the minor disbelief that doesn't make someone exit the fold of Islam, then this is in
the case of the ruler who is still implementing the 4w .1l (Allah's law) but sometimes falls
into some mistakes where he rules contrary to the 4,2l (Allah's law), whilst believing it to
be a mistake, and follows that mistake with sincere repentance. This difference has been
mentioned by ibn-ul-qayyim, ibn taymiyyah, ibn jarir at-tabari, ibon baz and Uthaymeen as
we will explore later on.

We have already mentioned the statement of Allah in Chapter Yusuf, 12, verse 40
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The command (or the judgement) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you
worship none but Him (i.e. His Monotheism), that is the (true) straight religion, but most

men know not.
Allah states that the judgement belongs only to Him. When you understand this, you
understand why the ruler who judges by other than what Allah has revealed is a «selh

(taaghoot: tyrant) because he has returned the judgement to himself instead of Allah.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Kahf, 18, verse 26:
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And He makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule.
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At-tabari said in his tafsir (explanation of the Quran (8/212): Allah has not made anyone a
partner in his ordainment, judgement or creation. Rather He is singled out with judgement,
ordainment, administration and controlling in what he wills and likes.

S ob lanTSle g da dll i ¥ g gaall 1(AY/E) Glall clsal o ghadiall G
Lo Y»;IJ;JIJLSJL:_W Al AT L Haldls ‘Mlb‘):\_ﬂ\aSAY)LCJJ.A sung 4 eSA.IIJ_)
Ay ¥ g) dsd o8 HoSAl e g 3la waSn g olia Lo cLadll g ctepd Lo cpall g cdaya
Lo 5 Lol Yoau auyill lld (b Jaw 5 ole 5 Ma wddy Lo JST Jobls (Jaa] aSa (o4
AT ol ob L el b dl eyt ¥ sang dl aSall (€ o Loy S LY sds diiands
(clSs5 e dt 9] Sl ) oS a5 (sLof YT lganal ¥T Lol 9] oSl () (ol i
Y] il cgs JS) (oJlas dlsi 5 (il o] 4aSind o 0 40 Q3AAT Lo ) (olla3 oS
asil S il o Gpan a5 (ysio Talalad] oSad) dlsi 5 (sn i 4] 5 aSall 4 agay

(Oadll QS al) 33T ) g8 g LeSa (BT all] 341 J3) (bl adgl 5 (9386
Ash-Shingeetee said in adwaa'u-bayaan (3/82) : The meaning is there is no partner with
Allah at all in his judgement, rather the judgement is for Him alone, and there is no
judgement for other than Him at all. So the Jsxll (permitted) is what Allah has permitted,
and the /a1l (prohibited) is what He has prohibited. And the ...l (religion) is what He has
legislated. And the decree is what He has decreed. And His judgement is mentioned in His
statement: (And do not set up anything as a partner in His judgement[18:26]), which
encompasses everything which He has ordained, but first and foremost in the legislation.
And these noble verses are focussed upon the judgement being solely for Allah with no
partner which is clarified in other verses, like the statement of Allah: (The command (or the
judgement) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but
Him[12:40]) and His saying: (The command (or the judgement) is for none but but Allah.
Upon Him, | rely[12:67]), and His saying: (And in whatsoever you differ, the decision
thereof is with Allah[42:10]) and His saying: (Everything will perish save His Face. His is
the Decision, and to Him you (all) shall be returned[28:88]) and His saying: (Do they seek
the judgement of the Days of Ignorance? And who is better in judgement than Allah for a
people who have firm Faith[5:50]) and His statement: (Say (O Muhammad) "Shall | seek a
judge other than Allah while it is He Who has sent down unto you the Book (The Qu'ran),
explained in detail [6:114].)
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The Shaykh and Mufti ibn Baz said in 'wujoob tahkeem shar'i allah': There is no ;L)
(iman: faith) for the one who believes that the judgement and opinions of man are better
than that of Allah and His Messenger, or is like it or resembles it, and puts in it's place the
man-made laws and systems. Even if he believes that the rulings of Allah are better, more
complete and more just.
Ibn Baz also said: Whoever submits to Allah, obeys Him and judges with His rule, then he
is a worshipper of Allah. And whoever submits to other than Him and judges by other than
His 4w ,ll (law) then he is a worshipper of ¢l (taaghoot: tyrants) and has surrendered
to him as Allah says (Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in that
which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and wish to
go for judgement to the Taghut while they have been ordered to reject them. But Satan
wishes to lead them far astray) [Chapter Nisa, 4, verse 60]. The worship of Allah alone, the

staying away from the worship of =l (taaghoot: the tyrant) and referring judgement to
Him, is what is the realisation of the shahada (Usw; 5 sae sans 1 gl eyl ¥ sang ) Y] <] ¥).

These fatawa (verdicts) are backed up with evidences that are in complete agreement, so
we follow that which agrees with the evidence. But if we see that the scholar differs from
his fatwa (verdict), by acting in opposition to it then we only act upon the fatwa (verdict)
that was passed with clear evidence. The scholar is a human being and may make an
error in his practicing of the religion but as for the evidences, they can never be in error. So
if the fatwa (verdict) of the scholar agrees with the Pious Predecessors, then after he acts
in a way that contradicts this fatwa, then we take his fatwa (verdict) that agreed with the
evidence. We do not blindly follow the actions of the scholar as the people of innovation
do.

The aforementioned evidences do not need any further elaboration and are very clear, but

28



there are some who have a sickness in their hearts, even though they claim to follow the
methodology of the mlaJl il !l (Pious Predecessors). We have explained that the
methodology of the mllall il.!l (Pious Predecessors) was to make explanation of the
Quran with the Quran itself, once that means is exhausted we explain the Quran with the
Sunnah(Way of the Messenger). Once you have exhausted those two then we look to the
consensus of the Companions of the Messenger, and then to the opinions of those after
them. But these lost ones forget this and bypass the first two stages, when discussing the
verse:
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And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun
(disbelievers).

They do not explain it with the Quran or the Sunnah (Way of the Messenger) first but
instead go straight to the statement of ibn Abbaas.

They say that Ibn Abbaas mentioned that this is < ;50 4,4 (minor disbelief). For those sick
ones to claim that ibn Abbaas intended this ruling to apply to those rulers of today who
dismantled the law of Allah is a major injustice to the great sahabee (companion of the
Messenger), ibn Abbaas. They use this statement to say that the one who disregards the
law of Allah and replaces it with democracy is merely sinning!

We must understand that in this issue of 4l J3ii L ;3 a<a (judging by other than what
Allah has revealed), then the ruling is that this is dll ;e ¢ 5» ,ST ,6< (major disbelief that
exits one from the fold of Islam), this is the J=i1 (foundation) which must be applied in this
case. However it may be that sometimes, the leader rules by the 4,1l (law of Allah) and
establishes the commands of Allah, however occasionally he makes mistakes that cause
him to sometimes apply laws which are not according to the 4 ,ll (law of Allah), and in
this particular case it can be said the ruling is &< ;50 ,4< (minor disbelief). But this is only
an exception! He knows he is mistaken and then makes 443 (repentance) to Allah. This is
not like the one who changed and dismantled the 4w .l (law of Allah) for something else,
like democracy or secularism.

Regarding exceptions, we have a major principle: The rulings are not built upon cases of
necessity and exceptions.

As an example, Allah says in Chapter Al-Baqara, 2, verse 173:
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He has forbidden you only the Maytatah (dead an/mals), and blood, and the flesh of swine,
and that which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah (or has been slaughtered
for idols, etc., on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering). But if
one is forced by necessity without wilful disobedience nor transgressing due limits, then
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

In this verse, regarding the flesh of swine, the J.=i (foundation) is that the flesh of swine is
impermissible, however there is an exception. That is, if you are forced from necessity
then you will not be sinning. Of course we do not now say that because swine is allowed in
times of necessity that it is thus allowed at all times!

Yet this is exactly what is done by those who see a ruler who has changed the 4 all (law
of Allah) for something man-made and has completely abolished the rule of Allah, and
then they say it is )& ;s ,&S(minor disbelief)!!

This faulty claim is a lie upon Allah, and these criminals distort the meaning of the Quran
to support their belief. From the verses that they distort is the statement of Allah in Chapter
Al-Ma'idah, 5, verse 47:
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And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed (then) such (people) are the
Fasiqun (the rebellious i.e. Disobedient to Allah)
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Imam Ash-Shaatibee (4! <a ) said in Al-Itisaam: This error revolves around one thing and
that is ignorance of the goal of the 4a. !l (law of Allah) and leaving off gathering together
its parts. For those scholars who were firmly grounded in knowledge used to take all of the
4 ! (law of Allah) as if it were one whole picture.
So the matter of the scholars with regards to knowledge was to see the 4. ,ull (law of
Allah) as one big picture, using part of it with its other parts. Just like the body parts of man
are taken as a whole.
As for the matter of following the unclear verses, this involves taking the evidence
automatically or taking it firstly, even if something opposes it generally or in part. So the
singular evidence is not taken to understand the rulings of the s ,.2!l (law of Allah). So the
follower of that is a follower of the unclear verses. And no one follows the unclear verses
except the one who has a deviation in his heart.
Whoever follows the unclear verses taking from the general before looking at what is
specific. Likewise the opposite of that is taking a specific verse and applying it generally
without any evidence. So these ways are like throwing blindly and are a following of
desires.

So in the previously mentioned verse, those deviants claim that this use of the word
osiwldll (disobedient) means that this disbelief is a minor disbelief. But how does Allah
explain this word? Let us do the explanation of the Quran with the Quran and look at verse
20 of Chapter As-Sajdah (32):
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As for those who are Fasiqun (disbelievers and disobedient to Allah), their abode will be
the Fire, every time they wish to get away from therefrom, they will be put back thereto,

and it will be said to them: "Taste you the torment of the Fire which you used to deny"

Is this the description of a Muslim or a disbeliever? This verse explains the punishment
awaiting the Fasiqun and it is makes clear that they are indeed disbelievers.

Another verse they try to utilise is also from Chapter Al-Maa'idah, 5, verse 45:
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And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimun
(polytheists and wrong doers).
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And Allah explains who are the Zalimun in Chapter Al-Bagarah, 2, verse 254

Sshldal 2 & gad0
And it is the disbelievers who are the Zalimun

Again, this is very clear statement which agrees with the wording of the first verse on this
matter, that the one who rules by other than what Allah has revealed is a disbeliever who
has committed major disbelief.

We have mentioned the understanding that the dIlLall _sl.ull Pious Predecessors had. From
them, ibn Jarir at-Tabari and Shaykul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah. They truly understood the
statement of ibn Abbaas in it's context and in light of it's conditions. Those that want to
distort the speech of ibn Abbaas can not back up their claims with anything truthful. lbn
Abbaas lived in a time when the law of Allah was established, and he made a statement
regarding that time. How can any thinking person even suggest that this statement was
intended to include those that have completely replaced the s .2l (law of Allah).
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Just as ibn Jarir said: on the authority of Imran bin Hadeer who said: A people from bani
amr bin sadoos came to abu majliz laahiq bin humaid ash-shaibaanee as-sadoosee, (they
were from the khawaarij) and they said: "oh abu majliz, do you see the verses. ( And

whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun), ( And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimun), (And
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whosever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Fasiqun) are they
true?"

He said: "yes"

They said: "so do they rule by what Allah has revealed?"

(they meant the rulers and leaders of that time)

He said: "Islam is there religion which they speak with and call to, so if they leave
something from it, they know that they have earned a sin."

So they said to him: "no by Allah, you are scared"

Meaning you are afraid of the rulers and leader, and do not forget that those that asked
Abu Majliz, they were from the khawaarij who spoke with the .l (declaring to be
disbelievers) of the leaders and other than them from those who committed the major sins.
And Abu Majliz, was a strong supporter of Ali bin Abi Taalib, who the khawaarij made takfir
of.

So these khawaarij made ,.<«<ill (declared to be a disbeliever) of Ali bin Abi Taalib, who
was Ameer-ul-Mumineen(the Leader of the Believers) and judging by the rule of Allah, and
he is one of those companions who were given glad tidings of Paradise, and his high
status is well known. So when the statement of ,i< 50 ,4< (minor disbelief) was made
about these blessed generations, how can someone apply this ruling to the rulers of
today?
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And ibn Jarir said: A man said to ibn 'Abbaas about these verses "so whoever rules by
other than what Allah has revealed then he has disbelieved?". So ibn 'Abbaas said: "if he
does that then he has disbelieved but he is not like the one who has disbelieved in Allah.
And 'ataa' said about these ayaat: "the lesser kufr, and the lesser fisq, and the lesser
dhulm"
And Suday said about the general meaning of the verse, if he leaves it intentionally and he
knows then he is from the disbelievers.

And from Algama and Masrooq that they asked ibn Mas'ood about bribery. So he said: it is
from what is gained unlawfully." So they said: 'what about the ruling?', he said: 'it is
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disbelief' and then recited these verses.

These are some opinions of the scholars of the best generations, which puts the statement
of ibn 'Abbaas in the correct light. Ibn Abbaas lived in a time when the rule of Allah was
applied by the Muslim leaders and so his statement was about that time. There is no way
that he would have known that, years after his death, so many different non-islamic
systems would prevail in Muslim countries. So how can we apply his statement to the
rulers of our times?
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And ibn Taymiyyah said in Minhaaj as-Sunnah (5/131): "As for the one who implements

the ruling of Allah and His Messenger, openly and secretly, but he disobeys and follows his
desires, then he is like the disobedient ones.
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And ibn al-Qayyim said in Madarij as-Saalikeen (1/336): If he believes the obligation of
ruling by what Allah has revealed in this particular situation and he disobediently turns
away from it recognising that he is deserving of punishment, then this is jasi ,i< (minor
disbelief).

We can conclude from what has preceded that when the law is according to the 4 .l
(law of Allah), but sometimes the ruler makes a mistake and judges by other than what
Allah has revealed, then this is < ;93 ,4< (minor disbelief). But as for the sl & . (the
contemporary murji'ah), they apply this ruling to the leader of today who exchanged the
i ll (law of Allah) for something else. They equate the rulers of the best three
generations to the rulers of our times. Then they label anyone who recognises the disbelief
of those rulers as Khawaarij. But we know that the Khawaarij were those that fought Ali
and declared many of the Companions of the Messenger sl.s wle dil 4la to be ,L<
(disbelievers in Allah).

Rather the path of Ahlus-Sunnah does not cross to these extremes and it is the just path.
We are not like the Khawaarij, who declare Muslims to be ,L< (disbelievers) based on their
major sins, neither are we like the Murji'ah who do not recognise the disbelief of anyone
considering those rulers that completely dismantled the 4,2l (law of Allah) as Muslims.
We are between these two, acting on the Quran and the Sunnah(Way of the Messenger)
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and judging by it. If someone demonstrates clear disbelief, then we have no problem in
recognising this based on evidence.

As for the “a - (Murji'ah) of today, they take their irjaa’ to such an extreme level that every
time that there is an invasion of Muslim lands by the i< (disbelievers), they are the first to
side with the ,Li< (disbelievers) and aid them against the Muslims.
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The speech of the notable people of knowledge regarding the chain of
narration of ibn Abbaas: ,is (y94 ,is (minor disbelief)

We have thoroughly explained the true meaning of the narration of ibn Abbaas: i< ;40 &<
(minor disbelief) about the one who rules of other than what Allah revealed. However, we
must be aware of whether the narration is authentic or not. This narration come from a
number of chains and we will examine all of them here.
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The first chain: lbn Jarir At-Tabari said: Hanad told us, Wakee' informed us, and ibn
Wakee' informed us: My father told us from Sufyan: from Ma'mar bin Raashid, from ibn

Taawus, from his father, from ibn Abbaas, about the statement of Allah: (And whoever
does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the disbelievers.) He
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said: “It is disbelief, but it is not disbelief in Allah, His Angels, His Books and His
Messengers.”

| say: This is an authentic chain and what is apparent is that all this speech is from the
statement of ibn Abbaas (May Allah have Mercy on him). Many have been beguiled about
the authenticity of the chain. The ¢ /,4¥/ (addition of the narrator which is not part of the text
of the narration, though it appear to be) has been hidden from them, which is clarified by
the narration of Abdur-Razaagq.

Al-Imam Abdur-Razaaq said: Ma'mar informed us from ibn Taawus from his father that he
said: | asked ibn Abbaas about the statement of Allah: ( then it is those who are the
disbelievers) and he said “it is disbelief”.

Ibn Taawus said: “And this is not like the one who disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His
Books and His Messengers.”

So it is established in this clear authentic narration that his statement 'And this is not like
the one who disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books and His Messengers', is an
addition from ibn Taawus and not from the statement of ibn Abbaas, as is understood from
the apparent narration — Sufyan bin Ma'mar.

Al-Haafidh Adh-Dhahabee said: =/ s¥! (The addition to the narration) is words from some
of the narrators that enter the text of the narration, it is not clear to the one who hears it
whether it is from the hadith (statement of the Messenger) or not until another narration
comes from a different chain to give more detail between the narrations.
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What Adh-Dhahabee affirmed in this principle is clear in this narration and it is the best
example for it. The chain of Sufyaan from Ma'mar causes the one hearing it to believe that
the whole statement is from Abdullah ibn Abbaas but another evidence, the chain of
Abdur-Razaaq bin Ma'mar indicates that this is an additional wording from the statement of

ibn Taawus: “this is not like the one who disbelieves in Allah, His Angels......” So this
phrase came to distinguish this from this.
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In addition to this, is that Abdur-Razaaq is the most accurate narrator from Ma'mar and his
statement is taken when there are differences in the narrations.

Ya'qub bin Sheebah said: “Abdur-Razaaq is the most established in good precision with
regards to Ma'mar”.

And ibn Askar said: | heard Ahmad bin Hanbal say: “When the companions of Ma'mar
differ then the correct statement is that of Abdur-Razaaq”
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The second chain: Al-haafidh ibn Nasr said: Muhammad bin Yahyaa informed us:
Abdurrazaaq informed us: from Sufyaan: from a man: from Taawus: from ibn Abbas in the
statement of Allah: (And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is
those who are the disbelievers.) He said: “ ,i< (disbelief) that does not expel from the fold
of Islam.”
And this chain is weak because of the unknown man.
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The third chain: Ibn Jarir At-Tabaree said: Al-Hasan bin Yahya said: Abdurrazaaq told us:
Ath-thawree told us: from a man: from Taawus regarding the statement of Allah: (And

whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the
disbelievers.) He said: “ ,&< (disbelief) that does not expel from the fold of Islam.”
This is from the saying of Taawus and not from the saying of ibn Abbaas.
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The fourth chain: Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said: Hanaad informed us: Wagee informed us, and
ibn Wagee said my father informed from Sufyaan Al-Makkee from Taawus in the statement
of Allah (And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are
the disbelievers.). He said: “this is not the ,i< (disbelief )which exits one from the fold of
Islam.”

And this chain is authentic. It is established from it that the statement : ,5< ;50 &< (minor
disbelief) is from Taawus (May Allah have mercy on him) and not from the statement of ibn
Abbaas (May Allah be pleased with him)
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The fifth chain: Al-Haafidh ibn Nasr: Yahya bin Yahya informed us: Sufyaan bin Uyaynah
informed of from Hisham bin Hujair, from Taawus from ibn Abbaas about the statement of
Allah: (And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are
the disbelievers.) He said: This isn't the ,&< (disbelief) that is major disbelief.
All the narrators of in this chain are trustworthy except Hisham bin Hujair Al-Makkee, The
scholars of Jaxills z ol (Criticism and praise of hadith narrators). considered him weak.
On the authority of ibn Madanee: | read upon Yahya bin Saeed: “ibn Juraij informed us
from Hisham bin Hujair a hadith(statement of the Messenger)”. So Yahya bin Sa'eed said:

“It is fitting to leave him”. | said “Should | cast out his hadith(statement of the
Messenger)?” He said “Yes”
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Abdullah bin Ahmad said: | asked Yahya about Hisham bin Hujair and he considered him
to be very weak. And Abdullah said: | heard my father say: “Hisham bin Hujair Makkee is
weak in hadith”. And Al-Agalee mention him in “the weak ones”. Some of the scholars
considered him trustworthy, from them: ibn Hibbaan. Ibn Shaaheen. Ibn Sa'd and Al-
Ajalee. As for ibn Hibbaan and Al-Ajalee they were well known for being lenient in making
ambiguous men trustworthy. So we take there approval of men who are not ambiguous.
The scholars of Jaaills £ sl (Criticism and praise of hadith narrators) differed concerning
Hisham, and they differed in the weakness of Hisham bin Hujair. Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr al-
Asgalaanee said about Hisham bin Hujair: Delusion is affirmed for him, and he did not
place him at the level of those whose hadith(statement of the Messenger) are accepted if
they are alone. But his hadiths(statements of the Messenger) are good when there are
others agreeing with it. As for in this narration, there is nothing to follow it up but rather it is
solely in this narration.
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As for ibn Sa'd then his approval of a narrator was not relied upon if it differed with the

scholars, because he relied Al-Waaqid and Al-Waagqid is not relied upon as is established
in 'At-tabaqaat’
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Al-Agalee narrated in 'Ad-du‘'afaa": from ibn Uyaynah who said: We do not take from him
except that which we do not find with other narrators. Meaning that everything which was

narrated by Sufyaan from Hisham then it is a solitary narration, and if not he took it from
other than him.
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The sixth chain: Ibn Jareer At-Tabaree said: Al-Muthannaa informed us: Abdullah bin Salih
informed us: Mu'aawiyyah bin Saalih informed us: from Ali bin Talhah from ibn Abbaas
about the statement of Allah: (And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed -
then it is those who are the disbelievers.) That he said: Whoever rejects what was sent
down then he has disbelieved and whoever affirms it but does not judge by it then he is a
disobedient oppressor.
Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Hanbal said: | asked my father about Abdullah bin Salih who
wrote for Al-Laith bin Sa'd. And he said: At first he was taken from, but then later became
corrupted and doesn't have anything with him. Ibn Madeenee said: | do not narrate
anything from him. An-Nisaa'ee said: He is not trustworthy. Abu Zar'ah said: According to
me he is not from those who relied upon lies and he is good in hadith(statement of the
Messenger). Abu Hatim said: He is trustworthy and truthful from what | know. And the
Scholars of hadith(statements of the Messenger) differed in Abdullah bin Saalih, from them
are those who considered him good in hadith(statements of the Messenger), from them
are those who considered him weak, and from them who considered him to be liar. Al-
Imam ibn Hibbaan said an all encompassing statement: He is truthful in himself but the
rejected narrations are regarding a neighbour he had. | heard ibn Khuzaima say that he
had a neighbour which he didn't get on with, he would put the hadith(statement of the
Messenger) of Shaikh Abi Salih in his books in a handwriting that resembled that of
Abdullah and then put it in his house between his books. So Abdullah was deluded into
thinking he wrote it and so narrated it and that is why Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr said about him:
He has many mistakes.
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Also in the chain from Ali bin Abi Talha: and his name is Saalim bin Al-Makhaariw Al-
Haashimee. Ahmad bin Hanbal said: Ali bin Abi Talha has some things which are rejected.
An-Nisaa'ee said: there is no problem with him. Yagoob said from Sufyaan: He is weak in
Hadith. Shaamee said: He is not rejected. And as for the narration from ibn Abbaas then it
is cut off because he never heard from him. Ibn Abi Haatim said: | heard my father say: |
heard Daheem say that Ali bin Abi Talhah didn't hear tafsir from ibn abbaas. Al-Haafidh ibn
Hajr said: He reported from ibn abbaas and didn't see him. Ibn Hibbaan said he narrated
from ibn Abbaas but didn't see him. Ibn Abi Haatim said: | heard my father say: Ali bin Abi
Talhah narrated from ibn Abbaas is Jws,» (jumps narrator), for he only narrated from

Mujaahid, Al-Qaasim bin Muhammad, Raashid bin Muhammad and Muhammad bin
Yazeed.
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Ash-Shaykh Al-Albani said in As-silsilat-ud-da'eefah (6/113): It came from the path of
Sufyaan from Hishaam bin Hujair from Taawus from ibn Abbaas (It is not the disbelief that
they considered [meaning the khawaarij], it is not the disbelief that removes one from the
fold of Islam, it is a minor disbelief) This is an authentic chain upon the condition of the two
Shaykhs (al-Bukhari and Muslim). As for Hisham bin Hujair, though some considered him
to be weak, he is from the narrators used in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Ibn Hibaan
considered him to be trustworthy, as did ibn Sa'd, and Adh-Dhahabee. The approval of ibn
Hibbaan is sufficient in this matter. Some of them thought that ibn Hibbaan is not relied

upon in his approval because he was lenient, but what is correct is that ibn Hibbaan's
lenience is taken in approving the ambiguous narrators, so be aware.

In the previous statement, Al-Albani said that ibn Hibbaan's lenience is taken when dealing
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with the ambiguous narrators. But then in a different place Al-Albani made a contradictory
statement, saying that the approvals of Al-Ajalee and ibn Hibban are rejected on account
of their leniency if they differ from the other scholars. And what is correct is this second
statement of Al-Albani, because this agrees with the statements of Imam Ahmad and
many of the scholars of hadith.
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Al-Albani said in 'as-silsilat-us-saheeha (7/633): As for Al-Ajalee, he is known for leniency

in approving narrators, just like ibn Hibaan. So his approval is rejected if he differs from
speech of the scholars where there is criticism.

The narration of ibn Abbaas comes only by the way of Hisham bin Hujair. So it will suffice
us to look more closely at how the scholars considered his narrations.
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Abu Haatim said he wrote his hadith(statements of the Messenger) and this is also from
the reasons to consider his hadith(statements of the Messenger) weak and defective. This
means that his hadith(statements of the Messenger) are not taken if they are solitary but
are only taken if the same hadith(statement of the Messenger) comes from a different
narration where Hisham bin Hujair is not one of the narrators. Al-Bukhari and Muslim did
not narrate from him except when there was a narration of the same hadith(statement of
the Messenger) by a different chain which didn't include Hisham bin Hujair. The hadiths of
Hisham bin Hujair were from the hadith that were refuted in the (nauaall (as-saheehayn :
Al-Bukhari and Muslim). As for Al-Bukhari then he didn't narrate from him except one
hadith(statement of the Messenger), and that was the hadith(statement of the Messenger)
of Sulaimaan bin Daawood (!l Lagale): ((Ali bin Abdillah informed us: Sufyaan informed
us, from Hisham bin Hujair, from Taawus: | heard Abu Huraira say: Sulaimaan said:
"Tonight | will have relations with (my) ninety wives, each of whom will get a male child
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who will fight for Allah's Cause." On that, his companion (Sufyan said that his companion
was an angel) said to him, "Say, "If Allah wills (Allah willing)." But Sulaimaan forgot (to say
it). He had relations with all his wives, but none of the women gave birth to a child, except
one who gave birth to a halfboy. Abu Huraira added: The Prophet said, "If Sulaimaan had
said, "If Allah wills" (Allah willing), he would not have been unsuccessful in his action, and
would have attained what he had desired." Once Abu Huraira added: Allah's apostle said,
"If he had accepted.")) and he followed up in the kitab-un-nikah with the chain: (Mahmood
informed us, Abdur-razaaq informed us, Mu'ammar told us, from ibn Taawus, from his
father, from Abu Hurayrah)
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As for Muslim then he did not narrate from him except in two hadiths. And he did not
narrate except that there was a supporting narrations. Imam Muslim said in the kitab-ul-
hajj, baab-ut-tagsir: (Amr An-Naagid informed us, Sufyaan bin Uyaynah informed us from
Hisham bin Hujair, from Taawus who said: Ibn Abbaas said that Mu'awiya had said to
them: Do you know that | clipped some hair from the head of Allah's Messenger (may
peace be upon him) at al-Marwa with the help of a clipper? | said: | do not know it except
as a verdict against you.) and Muhammad bin Haatim informed me: Yahya bin Sa'eed
informed me from ibn Juraij: Al-Hasan bin Muslim informed me from Taawus from ibn
Abbaas that Mu'aawiyyah bin Abi Sufyaan informed him: | clipped the hair of the
Messenger of Allah (alws wle 48l (Ls) with a clipper and he was on Al-Marwah, or | saw
him clip his hair with a clipper and he was on Al-Marwah.

So some people take these narrations altogether and then consider them to be good or
authentic whereas we have shown that none of these chains (regarding minor disbelief)
can be linked to ibn Abbaas. Hisham bin Hujair is weak in hadith(statements of the
Messenger), those that considered him to be trustworthy were of those who were lenient.
As for Al-Albani saying that he is taken from and agreeing with ibn Hibbaan then he has
differed with Imam Ahmad and many scholars as we have mentioned. Al-Albani mentioned
that he is a narrator of Al-Bukhari and Muslim. This is true, but they only narrated from him
if he had a supporting narration and never took his narration to stand by itself. As for
Abdullah bin Abi Talhah then he never saw ibn Abbaas, so the narrations from ibn Abbaas
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by way of him are not considered to be authentic. To gather between these narrations and
then consider them to be ;. (having a good chain) is far remote from the method of the
scholars of hadith(statement of the Messenger), because a weak hadith(statement of the
Messenger) can not back up a weak hadith(statement of the Messenger). All the chains
are weak and there are no witnesses to strengthen it. The best that can be said about the
statement is that it was Taawus, the student of Ibn Abbaas who made this statement. So
why do the ,.all & ,. (contemporary murjiah, those that call themselves Salafi and
ascribe to the Salaf but the Salaf are free from them) still cling to this statement despite its
weakness? They are only following their desires and selectively relying upon what their
hearts have settled upon.
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What has been authentically reported in the tafsir (Quran explanation) of this verse is what
Al-lImam Abdurrazaaq narrated: Muammar informed us from ibn Taawus from his father
who said: Ibn Abbaas was asked about the statement of Allah: (And whoever does not
judge by what Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the disbelievers.) He said it is

& (disbelief).

So this is the narration that is authentic from ibn Abbaas. It should be now clear that the
raall &a 5. (contemporary murjiah) really have a crookedness in their hearts which is
demonstrated by them clinging to the unauthentic narrations and not returning to that
which has been authentically reported. We have shown in a very clear way that that which
they rely upon is weak by each of its chains. They rely on this statement ,i< ;55 5K (minor
disbelief) and ignore all the authentic hadith(statement of the Messenger) and clear ayaat
on the matter. This is something very strange indeed for people who claim to call to the
Quran and Sunnah!
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When is z 9, (rebellion) against the ruler permitted?
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From the undisputed matters that there is no difference of opinion in with the scholars of
the _il.ll (as-salaf: the pious predecessors), is that the methodology of the dcleally Ll Jai
(Ahlus-sunnah wal-jamaa'ah: The people of sunnah) is ¢ s,a1!l (Al-Khurooj: Rebellion)
against the ruler if he disbelieves or changes the legislation. But the difference is in ¢ s Al
(Al-Khurooj: Rebellion) against the Muslim ruler when he is oppressive, disobedient or
calls to 4cus (innovation). Those scholars (of the contemporary murji'ah) who say that the
ruler who does not judge by what Allah has revealed, changing the legislation of Allah, that
he is not a il (kaafir: disbeliever), in order to enter him into the category of the
oppressive or innovative ruler and create an argument in the difference of zs,all (al-
khurooj: Rebellion) against him. So from the most importance results of their speech is the
justification of leaving of s a1l (al-khurooj: Rebellion) against the rulers of our time by
saying they are oppressive rulers and saying the z s, all (al-khurooj: Rebellion) leads to
corruption and affects the sscall (ad-da'wah: inviting to Islam).
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Ibn Hazm said in (Al-ljmaa’): It is known that the most blessed of the 4.la.sll (As-Sahaba:
Companions of the Messenger) and the rest of the aL.ull (Al-Salaf: Pious Predecessors) on
the s a1l as: (the day when fighting took place at al-harrah in 63AH), they went out against
Yazid bin Mu'aawiyah and that ibn Zubair and those who followed him from the best of
people went out against him. Also, that Al-Hussain bin Ali and those that followed him from
the best of the Muslims went out against him. May Allah be pleased with those that
rebelled against him, and curse those who killed them. And that Al-Hasan Al-Basaree and
the senior (wulill (at-taabi'een: the second generation of Islam) went out against Al-Hajjaaj

with their swords.
Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr said in Al-Fath (8:651): The historians have agreed that the place of Al-
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Harrah is where 80 of the companions of the Prophet (alws wle 4t L) realised death and
after that no one who fought in badr remained. And the reason was that the people of Al-
Madinah did not keep the 4. (pledge of allegiance) to Yazeed bin Mu'aawiyah when the
corruption he had done had reached them. So the Ansar were led by Abdullah bin
Hanthalah bin Abi Aamir and the Muhaajiroon were led by Abdullah bin Mutee' Al-
Adawee. Then Yazeed bin Mu'aawiyah sent Muslim bin Ugbah Al-Maree to them with a
large army and he defeated them and the blood and wealth of Al-Madeena was permitted.
Ibn Hanthalah was killed along with many of the Ansar. That day, Anas (the Sahaabi) was
in Basra and the news reached him and caused him to feel sorrow for what afflicted the
Ansar, so Zaid bin Argam wrote to him while he was in Koofa: to console him of this
outcome of this issue, that the one who is going to the forgiveness of Allah is not felt sorry
for. So Anas ceased feeling sorrow for them.
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And from those who censured ibn Al-Mujaahid, agreeing on this issue: AlQaadhee 'lyaadh
Almaalikee, who said: And some of them responded to him using the rebellion of Al-
Hussain bn Ali (may Allah be pleased with him), ibn Zubair, and the people of Al-Madinah
against the Bani Umayyah. Also the rebellion of a great group of (xaslill (second generation
of Islam). And the first generation against Al-Hajjaaj with ibn Al-Ash'ath. Taking this view
was his saying: (Don't argue with the people who have the power) upon the just leaders.
And the most famous ruling on the rebellion against Al-Hajjaaj was not just because of sin,
but rather from what differed with the legislation and what was apparent from i<l
(disbelief)
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Some people argued for the permissibility of z a1l (Al-Khurooj: rebellion) against the
oppressive ruler generally. Others restricted the ruling on the one whose oppression is
excessive and changes the legislation. No one from them said that Yazeed is correct and

that Al-Hussain was unjust. And | don't know from any of the Muslims a saying, approving
the killing of Al-Hussain (May Allah be pleased with him). Whoever claims that upon a
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Muslim then it is not verified, and whoever approves it then he is not from Islam at all.
[Al-Awaasim wal-Qawaasim, Part 8, page 12]
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Likewise, Al-Jasaas mentions that the senior (aulill (second generation) rejected Al-Hajjaaj
with the sword when he said “Al-Hasan, Sa'eed bin Jubair, Ash-sha'bee and the rest of the
oslll (second generation) would talk the livelihood from the hands of those oppressors,
because it was a right for them in the hands of the oppressive people. So how can it be
from the angle of allegiance and they had struck the face of Al-Hajjaj with the sword, and
rebelled against him with 400 reciters who were from the best of the ¢yulill (second
generation) and their scholars. So they fought him with Abdur-rahman bin Muhammad bin
Al-Ash'ath in Al-Ahwaaz, then in Al-Basrah, then in dir-ul-jamaajim on the side of the

Euphrates, near Al-Koofa. So they deposed Abdul-Malik bin Marwaan, cursing them and
freeing themselves from them.

iy ULl 7 aadl &5 o) (o8 Luga¥ ) gl gle Ea Y o pan Il wae B (pa WIS
(§ 5l ooy ol ool oals earatlly i s JUial LBl LuIST 1T 4l )
oo anly Jiy aly dae iy Ll elalall ping) e DAI1 oo % Sine 3,8 T LIS ol Sk
clgadll oY5a Lalsl] ! whally ila e 1ia dag A ol 4 (;L“&ll o lgaad pdll clalall
oo €1 Gsiahl Lol " el ool o JIB Bael Lon 53 gt it a5 Baad¥ o s L]
T 088 bl ST Crag fgoms alos 0 4liy o U ] e TS0 4 Jans Lilsie (6,
ol | AL Tals Lalall goa el el oy oS il & ST crog cdonlin (ya Junil g
e il orlandl oalall ¥sa 55186 rill 4l o by saed! dases wlal g1 ellis
Jal b " il JlBs " ig, S 3 Glsandly [olacy digd e 3 3ol lslga 03 ol
llas JoeT (2 1 Laseas (ol Lagi alel Lo dlsi cagllia (od € 5m a0 Yy paghils a3
o 155 Yy aaghils " o e JUg M ladl ags (Sl aSAl o agie yeal Y
¥ Eials sl (03wt yuaiy oSall (o aaysn ole aashil agalil (oleg opls Do pellid

[ Soukall e s Sugagall clllly U] " S5all agiile) g cliaall
Similarly, when Abdur-rahmaan bin Al-Ash'ath revolted against the Umayyads during the
leadership of Al-Hajjaaj the oppressor, the major scholars of that time stood by him, from
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the likes of Sa'eed bin Jubair Ash-sha'bee, ibn Abi Laila and Abu Bukhtari. And ibn Kathir
mentions that a military unit from the recitors (meaning the scholars and jurists) stood with
him and no one of the scholars who stayed and didn't stand with him said that his ¢,
(rebellion) was impermissible. The lectures that these scholars delivered in front of the
army of ibn Al-Ash'ath gave a trustworthy interpretation of their opinion. Ibn Abi Laila said:
“O believers! Whoever sees aggression carried out and evil being called to, and then
rejects it in his heart then he is safe and free. Then whoever rejects it with his tongue then
he is rewarded and he is better than his companion, and whoever rejects it with his sword
so that the Word of Allah be uppermost and the word of the oppressors be low then that is
the one who has come across the path of guidance and light and in his certain heart. So
fight those innovators who are ignorant of the truth and don't know it so they act with
aggression and reject the truth.” And Ash-Sha'bee said “O people of Islam! Fight them and
harm will not take you in your fighting. For by Allah | don't know a people of the earth
working with injustice more than what they are doing. So make haste!* And Sa'eed bin
Jubair said “Fight them and there is no sin in fighting them, clearly and surely. And upon
their sin fight them, on their oppression in judgement, their compulsion in religion, their
abasing the week and their killing the Salah.

[Al-Khilaafah wal-malik lil-mawdoodee naglan 'an At-Tabari]
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And Imam Abu Haneefah helped and facilitated anyone who rebelled against the
oppressive ruler in his time, like Zaid bn Ali when he rebelled against the Khaleefa so Abu
Haneefah supplied him with money. He advised the people and ordered them to stand by
his side. This is what Al-Jasaas mentioned in this issue: “His case in the issue of Zaid bin
Ali is well known, as is his giving money to him, and his secretly issuing a verdict to the

people about the obligation of helping him and fighting with with.” [Ahkaam Al-Qur'aan of
Al-Jasaas]
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As for Imam Maalik then ibn Jarir narrated from him that he gave a verdict that the people

make the 4.l (pledge of allegiance) to Muhammad bin Abdillah bin Al-Hasan, who
rebelled in the year 145AH. It was said to him “We are bound by the .. (pledge) to Al-
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Mansoor” So he said, “Indeed you were only forced and the forced one has no 4.
(pledge)”. So the people gave the 4au (pledge) to him due to the speech of Imam Malik.
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Ibn Abi Ya'laa mentioned in a narration from Imam Ahmad: “Whoever from them calls to
deas (innovation) then do not answer him. And if you have the ability to remove him then do
so. [Tabagaat Al-Hanaabilah 2/305]
g\_é |iag @ adadl Lo - 3eudll Jyass Y ‘;l.ogl Jl S agg - @MJAJI Lasliall ade ‘achl Jls
Slacadl Jlyg ¢ aleadll yglag ¢ Glgandl dia Lindg ¢ lonall i Junles 13) Lold ¢ Geudll 4uls
S ¥ 1ia o nial e as M BLAN caiigy ¢ Dlaall cadily  Geiall ol

oS ol Ols «Slasdl Hladli ¢ B ygall olivally s e Tlsiy ¢ say S oSl Gl ¢ pBlaL
ouldl L Lulay T aaglls Jlsa ¥l Losleaog ¢ sloall GlL0 Y] Sednll o) lgbiu ¥ eld
b sty Lae ST 5alill a8lell GIS L8 ¢ desly o Loy 4o (sliae « aal] (gaduia
bS] JLEd Ty suall gaady Jy ¢ @8alls J2 Ll § g S8 ¥ 5 ¢ gdsill JLaial
Al-Juwainee, one of the Imams of the Shaafi'ee madhab said — and he mentioned that the
leader is not removed due to 3..éll (disobedience), meaning, that this is infrequent ..
(disobedience). But as for if he does ;,L.ac (a greater disobedience), aggression is spread
from him, corruption becomes apparent, the rights are negated, services are removed and
betrayal seen clearly then this aggravating issue must be cured and if it is possible, seize
his hand and appoint another person with considered attributes, so make haste. But if it is
not possible as showing force will only cause spilling of blood and severe fighting, then the
people should assess what they are rushing towards. testing it with the result of this reality.
So if the result of that reality is more than what was expected, then enduring what is
expected is obligatory. And if not then there is no justification in working for this benefit.
Rather seek aid in patience and pleading to Allah.

The scholars had a difference of opinion as to whether the unjust ruler can be rebelled
against. However, they all agreed on the obligation to remove the ruler who has committed
apostasy by not judging by the rule of Allah. As we shall prove in the following evidences.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Anfaal, 8, verse 39:
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And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and polytheism: i.e. worshipping
others besides Allah) and the religion will be all for Allah alone.

49



ald S cpall 60 (S JUEH G dl] 3] ey
Ibn taymiyyah said in majmoo' fatawa (28/544): and the religion is obedience, so if some of
the religion is for Allah and some of it is for other than Allah, then fighting is obligatory until
the religion, all of it is for Allah.

Ibn Tamiyyah said this statement about the one who changes just some of the 4a ,all (law
of Allah). If they change just a part then it is obligatory to fight them. Today we do not have
rulers just changing a part, rather they implement entire legal systems that are in complete
opposition to the 4w ,all (law of Allah).
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And al-haafidh said in al-fath (13/132): and he summarised: he (meaning the khaleefa) is
expelled because of the kufr (of dismantling the law of Allah) by consensus, so it is
obligatory on every Muslim to stand for that. So whoever has the strength to do that then
he will be rewarded and whoever compromised his religion for a worldly benefit then upon

him is sin. And whoever was unable, then it is obligatory for him to make 3_~a (migration)
from that land.
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Ash-shawkaanee said after speaking about the < (disbelief) of the who goes to other than
the 4a .21l (law) of Allah for judgement, that for them Jihad is —als (obligatory) and fighting
is obligatory on everybody until he accepts the rulings of Islam, completely and judges

between them with the pure 4w !l (law of Allah), and leaves all the c.<clsk1l (taaghoots:
tyrants) (ad-dawaa'ul-aajil, page 25)

It should now be clear to the sincere reader that the ruler who has changed the da .l
(law) of Allah has committed a most disgusting act of apostasy. Not only has he committed
,4S (disbelief), but he is forcing man-made laws on all those who are underneath them,
subjecting them to a worst kind of oppression. On account of this, removing this evil is als
(obligatory).
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So, z9,~ (rebellion) against the ruler who rules by other than what Allah has

revealed is wal9 i (an obligatory matter), and it is from the matters of ordering
with the good and forbidding the evil.

Allah says, in Chapter Aal-imran, 3, verse 104:
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Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-
Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding Al-
Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who are
the successful.

And in Chapter Aal-imran, 3, verse 110:

[

Jal oale fs wb u,s-ww J&l' o2 sy dﬁ)—*lL‘ Lol 5 ol wﬁ' ‘ul BRI
Crsieudl] ,A-A;fﬁ sl agie PRI i
You [true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers of Prophet Muhammad and
his Sunnah (legal ways, etc.)] are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you
enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained) and forbid Al-
Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), and you believe in Allah.
And had the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) believed, it would have been
better for them,; among them are some who have faith, but most of them are Al-Fasiqun
(disobedient to Allah - and rebellious against Allah's Command).

And in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 78:

l3lSy lyeme Loy JJ'J e onl sty isls Sl (ale a5 o0 15,8 Sadl ol

Q\g_ﬂ:_a

-

Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were cursed by the tongue of Dawud
(David) and 'lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). That was because they disobeyed (Allah
and the Messengers) and were ever transgressing beyond bounds.
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And in Sahih Muslim (110): On the authority of Tariq bin Shihab, and this is the
hadith(statement of the Messenger) of Abu Bakr, who said: The first person to begin with
the 4. Lall (sermon) on the day of eid before the prayer was Marwan, so a man stood
before him and said: "the prayer is before the sermon!", so the narrator said: he left what
was known before, and Abu sa'eed said: as for this then he (the man who forbade this) did
his duty. | heard the Messenger of Allah say: "Whoever from you sees a <i. (munkar:
polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden) then he should change it with his
hand; then if he is not able to do so, then with with his tongue; and if he is not able to do
so, then with his heart; and that is the weakest of faith."

In this hadith(statement of the Messenger) Marwan, the leader, changed just one aspect of
the sunnah. The sunnah of the sermon of eid. Even though it is not obligatory to listen to
this sermon, and one may leave after the prayer, Marwan changed it so that people would
be more attentive and listen to him. However a man stood up and fulfilled his duty of
highlighting the fact that he had brought forward something which should come after the
prayer. So this was the case with something that isn't an obligation. As for today, we see in
Muslim lands, that many banks have entered into the country, operating with clear al,~
(prohibited) LI (interest) transactions, likewise clubs serving alcohol have been opened,
and fornication and drugs are widespread. This is all by the permission of the ruler, who
has changed something which was ./,~ (prohibited) and made it permissible This is no
doubt a greater evil than the one who changed something w.aiw. (recommended).

b ) diay o3 o L Y ] Jgey O fagrins o dlilase et (04) plase manis o
AT 5] a5 1o el iy iy G9dah L olaaly (anlea Gl (o d GIS Y] (oL Ll
9 «Crede s sam adaala fad Gosekh Y Lo (sladys  Gslads ¥ Lo (oles L dsla aauny (e
L Glas¥l oo lld el 5 Guals (150 548 Glesly adaala (o g (oo 548 walis anaala

"Jaa

k) ;l.g-‘z(l Olaln ad 18yl L"sj.mj'zfl Jlas H—J‘ alia ISl easleadl s gsidl JLs
9 Ogalall s g an;latl aapne JB 5 acne IS e 685 pdll Glaldl 5 agilisl
In Sahih Muslim (50): On the authority of Abdullah bin Mas'ood: that the Messenger of
Allah sl wle il ols said: "There was not a prophet sent by Allah in the ummah before
me, except that he had from his ummah a group of ;s,ls= (disciples) and companions,
who follow his sunnah and his command, and then —isla aasa s ilaS (Others come after
them with evil), who say what they do not do, and they do what they are not commanded
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to do, so whoever struggles against them with his hand then he is a believer, and whoever
struggles against them with his heart then he is a believer, and whoever struggles against
them with his tongue then he is a believer, and there is not even the size of a mustard
seed of faith besides that."
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So in this issue, we will clarify the ruling of whoever left Islam from the "rulers. From
whatever angle this = s,a (rebellion) is from. From ruling by other than what Allah revealed,
or changing the 4a,& (sharee'ah: law of Allah), or prohibiting what Allah has made
permitted, or permitting what Allah has prohibited, or mocking the religion, or fighting Islam
and the Muslim because of their ;a1 (Ad-deen: religion), or permitting <ulelall (secularism),

or spreading the destructive methodologies from democracy, communism, and other than
them from the man-made laws, or allying with the disbelievers, helping them and aiding
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them against the muslims. For that reason the scholars from the past and present have
mentioned that the rulers who are obligatory to obey, they are the scholars and the jurists
and the rulers who order with obedience to Allah. Not those that order evil and forbid the
good and judge by other than what Allah has revealed.

Ibn Abbaas said about the statement of Allah: (and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority): this means the people of s (understanding) and religion. Jaabir said: They are
the people of understanding and knowledge. Abdullah bin Ahmad said: The people of
obedience to Allah are those that teach the people the meaning of their religion and enjoin
the good and forbid the evil. So Allah made obedience to them obligatory upon the slaves.
And ibn kathir said: Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated from ibn Abbaas: (those in authority) means
the people of understanding and religion, and what is apparent is that it this is general for
anyone who is in authority from the scholars and leaders.

Ibn hajr said: At-Teebee said: The verb (obey) was repeated in (Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger) as an indication of the Messenger being obeyed independently, and it was not
repeated in (those in authority), an indication that there is found amongst them, he who it
not obligatory to obey. Then Allah clarified that in His statement: (if you differ in anything
amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger) as if it was said: "if they do not
act upon the truth, then do not obey them and return what you differ with them in to Allah
and His Messenger.

Ash-shawkaani said in his tafsir of the verse (those in authority), they are the leaders,
sultans, judges and everyone who has a legal authority and not a disbelieving authority.
Ibn Mundir said: There is consensus that there is no authority of the i< (disbeliever) over
a muslim.

And ibn taymiyyah said: whoever permits the following of a legislation other than the
legislation of Islam, then it is obligatory for him to be removed and obeying him is al,~
(prohibited) because in this situation, he deserves the attribute of disbelief.

Proving that there is no authority for the ,i< (disbeliever) over the muslim is the statement
of Allah in Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 141:
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And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the believers.

We find in our times, many people claiming that they follow the way of the dllall Cilull (As-
Salaf-us-As-Salih: First three generation of Islam). But at the same time they call to the
obedience of disbelieving rulers. In fact they choose to ignore the disbelief of these rulers,
raising them to the level of believers in a way similar to the Murji'ah of the past. They utilise
very specific texts of the Sunnah to satisfy their aims, without referring these texts to other
statements in the authentic Sunnah. From these texts, is the hadith(statement of the
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Messenger) reported in sahih bukhari, hadith no. 6723:
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On the authority Anas bin Maalik who said: The Messenger of Allah said: "listen and obey,
even if there is over you an Abyssinian slave, whose head is like a raisin.”

This is an authentic hadith(statement of the Messenger) no doubt. But what is the
methodology of the allall _alull (pious predecessors) in explaining this hadith (statement
of the Messenger)? Do we rely on this hadith (statement of the Messenger) alone, without
considering the many other authentic texts that speak about the same issue? Of course
not! Rather the methodology of the mll~!l Lil.ll (pious predecessors) was to return the
hadith(statement of the Messenger) to the other authentic texts. We explain the
hadith(statement of the Messenger), with hadith(statement of the Messenger). Often in the
Sunnah, you may find one hadith(statement of the Messenger) talks about an issue in a
very general manner, but then when we search, we find other &uslai (ahadith: statements
and actions of the Messenger) that mention more specific rulings about that matter, as an
explanation to the more general hadith(statement of the Messenger).

We will mention a hadith(statement of the Messenger) with a similar wording:

On sann e daadd Bhaa JB &latl o ga A Baa JB Le¥) sie o sans B nAld

s aSle Jarical gls ¢ lasll dam o8 Jshs ] Jseny citocs J5hs Gam caacs JE fpana
(VAVo)ealuill 61,9 . lsanhly o [saaruld dali) QLS aSa 98 lian

Muhammad bin Abdil-A'laa informed us: Khalid (and he is ibn-ul-haarith) informed us:

Shu'bah informed us: from Yahya bin Husan who said: | heard my grandfather say: | heard

the Messenger of Allah say in the farewell pilgrimage: "if an abysynian slave is over you,

ruling by the book of Allah, then listen to him and obey."
(narrated by an-nisaa'ee no. 7815)

This hadith(statement of the Messenger) clearly obligates obedience to any Muslim ruler.
But this obedience is not unrestricted, as some from the murji'ah of our times (those that
claim to be Salafi but are far from Salafiyya) would lead you to believe. Indeed you find
they only ever quote the shortest wording of this hadith(statement of the Messenger), to
confuse the believers until they follow a <l (taaghoot: tyrant). The condition is simple.
That the obedience is only to what agrees with the book of Allah. The belief of Ahlus-
Sunnah is clearly far from that of the ¢ ,lsa1l (al-khawaarij). The z,lsa 1l (al-khawaarij)
rebelled against Ali bin Abi Taalib. Not only did they rebel against the Muslim ruler, but they
rebelled against a companion of the Messenger (sl 5 4:le 4l (ls), who had been given
glad tidings of jannah! There is not a believer on this earth that disagrees about the belief
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of Ali bin Abi Taalib. So this is the dg,a (khurooj: rebellion) that is not permissible. When a
ruler is judging by the book of Allah, then even if he makes some mistakes due to his slgia|
(iftihaad: forming of a legal position based on the interpretation of Quran, Sunnah,
Consensus and Analogy).

Also, it is important to note here how the contemporary murji'ah confuse the people by
easily applying the label of 'z ,lsa (khawaarij)'. We know that the = ,lsa (khawaarij) rebelled
against Ali, a clear Muslim ruler. This is not the same as the one who rebels against the
ruler which has committed & (apostasy) by judging by other than the rule of Allah.

In order to not be misled by those who falsely label the sia4ill Ja1 (people who
single out Allah in worship) as zylsal/ (al-khawarij) thereby confusing the general
masses who do not know the religion, we will mention some of the signs of the
zJlsaJdl (al-khawarij) here to understand who they were as mentioned in the sunnah
and the statements of xilall ilodl (Pious Predecessors).
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Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri: When 'Ali was in Yemen, he sent some gold in its ore to the
Prophet alus wle &l sla. The Prophet alus 4le 4l (Lo distributed it among Al-Agra’ bin
Habis Al-Hanzali who belonged to Bani Mujashi, 'Uyaina bin Badr Al-Fazari, 'Algama bin
'Ulatha Al-'Amiri, who belonged to the Bani Kilab tribe and Zaid Al-Khail At-Ta'i who
belonged to Bani Nabhan. So the Quraish and the Ansar became angry and said, "He
gives to the chiefs of Najd and leaves us!" The Prophet alus wle & sls said, "l just wanted
to attract and unite their hearts (make them firm in Islam)." Then there came a man with
sunken eyes, bulging forehead, thick beard, fat raised cheeks, and clean-shaven head,

and said, "O Muhammad! Be afraid of Allah! " The Prophet alus «le 4l (Lo said, "Who
would obey Allah if | disobeyed Him? (Allah). He trusts me over the people of the earth,
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but you do not trust me?" A man from the people (present then), who, | think, was Khalid
bin Al-Walid, asked for permission to kill him, but the Prophet alus «le 4l (Lo prevented
him. When the man went away, the Prophet said, "Out of the offspring of this man, there
will be people who will recite the Quran but it will not go beyond their throats, and they will
go out of Islam as an arrow goes out through the game, and they will kill the Muslims and
leave the idolators. Should 1 live till they appear, | would kill them as the Killing of the
nation of 'Ad."

SEH OIS L lsadl talis g e dbtl (s dltl Jgeny JB UG o851 o2l ol e
On the authority of ibn Abi Awfaa that he said: The Messenger of Allah (alw 5 wle &l ls)
said: “The Khawarij are the dogs of the Hellfire.” (Ibn Maja)
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The z,lsall (Khawaarij) broke off as a big group from the army of Ali, when they were
returning from ¢din (Saffeen) to 44s<Il (Koofa). In many narrations there number is said to
be over ten thousand, some say twelve thousand, some sixteen thousand, some sixteen,
eighteen or fourteen thousand.

They broke off from the army before they reached 4s,<Il (Al-Koofa). This split would
discomfort the companions of Ali and frighten them, so Ali advanced what remained of his
army upon his obedience until they entered 41l (Koofa).

The Leader of the Believers, Ali was keen for them to return to the main body of the
Muslims, So he sent ibn 'Abbaas to them to debate with them. And this is what ibn abbaas
narrated, he said: So, | went out and | visited them at midday while they were eating.

So, | greeted them and they said, “Welcome, oh son of Abbaas! What has brought you
here?”

| told them, “I have come to you from amongst the companions of the prophet, the
Muhajiroon and the Ansar and from the son of the uncle of the prophet who is his son-in-
law. And upon them descended the Quran; they are more knowledgeable about it than you
and there is not one of them (the companions) amongst you. | have come to convey to you
what they say, and to convey to them what you say.”

A group amongst them said, “Do not debate with the Quraysh because verily Allah, says:
“Nay! But they are a quarrelsome people.” [Chapter Al-Zukhruf, 43:58]

Then a group of them turned towards me and two or three of them said: “Verily, we will
speak to him.”

So | said, “Come forward, what is the grudge you have against the companions of Allah's
messenger and the son of his uncle?”

They answered, “Three points.”

| asked, “And what are they?”

They said, “One of the points is that he had men judge in a matter of Allah while Allah
says: “The judgment is for none but Allah.” [Chapter Al-An'aam, 6:57] What have men got
to do with the judgment?”

| said, “This is one point.”

They said, "As for the second point, then he fought and he did not take captives nor did he
take the war booty. If they were disbelievers, then their captives are permissible for us and
if they were believers then their captives are neither permissible to take nor was it allowed
to fight them (in the first place).”

| said, “This is the second point, and what is the third point?” Or he said something similar.

They said, “He should remove the title of 'Leader of the Believers' (Amir al-Mu'mineen) and
if he is not the 'Leader of the Believers' then he is the 'Leader of the Disbelievers' (Amir al-
Kaafireen).”

| asked, “Do you have any points other than these?”

They replied, “These are sufficient for us.”
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| said to them, “Do you understand that if | read to you from the book of Allah and from the
Sunnah of His prophet that which refutes what you say will you then return (back)?

They said, “Yes.”

| said: “As for your statement that 'Ali had men judge in a matter that was for Allah; then |
will read to you from the book of Allah, where Allah has delegated His judgment to men
regarding the eighth of a quarter of a dirham. Allah, to judge in this matter, commanded the
people. Do you not understand the saying of Allah “Oh you who believe, do not Kill the
game while you are in a state of »l,~Y¥! (lhram: the state one enters when going on
pilgrimage) and whosoever of you kills it intentionally, then the penalty is an offering
equivalent to the one he killed, as judged by two just men among you.” [Chapter Al-
Ma'idah, 5:95] And it is from the judgment of Allah that He delegated men to judge in this
matter. If Allah willed, He could have judged in this matter but He allowed men to judge.

| ask you by Allah, is it better that men judge in something regarding reconciliation in
disputes and in preventing bloodshed or regarding the hunting of a rabbit?”

They said, “Of course, this is better.”

“And regarding a woman and her husband (Allah says): “If you fear a breach between the
husband and wife, appoint two arbitrators: one from his family and the other from hers.’
[Chapter Al-Nisaa, 4:35], Is not men judging in reconciling disputes and in the prevention
of bloodshed better than men judging regarding the private parts of a woman? Have we
finished with this point?”

They replied, “Yes.”

| said, “As for your statement, 'He fought but did not take captives and did not take war
booty,' then would you take your mother (in Islam), Aa'ishah, as a captive, making her
permissible for yourselves for that which you make permissible from other than her while
she is your mother? If you say, 'We make permissible from her that which we make
permissible from other than her,' then you have committed disbelief. And if you say, 'She is
not our mother,' then you have also committed disbelief: “The prophet is closer to the
believers than their own selves, and his wives are their mothers.” [Chapter Al-Ahzab, 33:6]
And so you are between the two ill judgments. So, which of them do you want to take?
Have we finished with this point?”

They replied, “Yes.”

“As for 'Ali removing the title of 'Leader of the Believers', then | will give you something that
will please you; verily, the Prophet of Allah al.s w.le 4l 4L contracted an agreement with
the (<1l (Al-Mushrikeen: the polytheists) on the Day of w.uaall (Al-Hudaybiyyah), and the
Prophet alu 4le 4l sLs said to 'Al:

“Write, oh 'Ali: This is what Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, agrees with.”

They, the <,utl (Al-Mushrikeen: polytheists), said, 'lIf we knew you to be the messenger
of Allah, we would not have fought you.' So the Messenger of Allah said: Oh Allah, indeed
You know that | am Your messenger. Erase it, 'Ali, and write: This is what Muhammad lbn ,

1y

60



Abd'Allah agrees upon.” | swear by Allah that the Messenger of Allah is better than 'Ali and
even he erased his own name, and erasing his name does not erase his prophet-hood.
Have we finished with this point?”

They said, “Yes.”

So 2,000 of them came back while the rest of them rebelled and fought, based upon their
misguidance, and the Muhajiroon and Al-Ansar fought them.

(narrated by Al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak)

It should now be clear who the ¢ ,lsall (khawarij) are as mentioned by the statements of the
Messenger aluyg e 4l ols and the @lall Ll (The Pious Predeccesors). These ¢ sl
(khawaarij) fought Ali who was judging by the law of Allah. Ali was one of the ;padl )l clala
(Rightly-Guided Caliphs), he was promised Jannah and loved Allah. They declared people
to be disbelievers on the basis of their major sins, labelling almost everyone who does not
agree with them as being out of the fold of Islam. Their first argument was that they said
Ali had men to judge, using the verse in Surah Al-An'aam as evidence. It is true that the
judgement is for only Allah alone. But when you see what the ¢ ,lsa1l (khawaarij) were
asking for, you will realise that they expected the Book of Allah itself to stand and speak
and judge between the people. This, no doubt, is impossible! Rather men need to judge by
the book of Allah and the Sunnah, taking and applying it's evidences.

So when the ,aall ©a 40 (contemporary Murji'ah, those that claim to be Salafi) say that Jai
4.l (The people of sunnah) are like the ¢ ,lsall (khawaarij), they have not understood that
the ¢, lsall (khawaarij) were declaring people to be disbelievers by falsely applying a verse
of the Quran to the one of the best of the Muslim Rulers. The ¢ ,lsall (khawaarij) were not
explaining the Quran with the Quran, nor did they use the evidence of the Sunnah. So
Abdullah ibn Abbaas explained the error of their way and showed them the true
interpretation of the evidences by explaining them with Quran and Sunnah.

The ¢, lsall (khawarij) would kill the Muslims and then be lenient to the kufar. They would
cause splits within the Muslim Ummah, dividing them and making them weak. From their
characteristics are.

1. They fight the Muslims, whether it be with their speech or physically.

2. They are lenient towards the kuffaar, even going so far as to praise them.

3. They label the Muslims as i< (disbeliever), 3.Ls (disobedient), or ¢ ii. (innovator),
without a right.

4. They fought against the Khalifa, Ali, who had been given glad tidings of Jannah.

5. They come out from the deen like an arrow exiting a bow.

6. They make .55 (declaring one to be outside of the fold of Islam) of everybody except
them.

7. They reject parts of the sunnah, claiming to rely on the Quran alone, like their rejection
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of the stoning of the adulterer.
8. They do not see the understanding of the Sahaba as holding any weight.

Once you know the characteristics of the khawarij then it should be clear to you that when
we see the one who stands up against the apostate ruler, establishing the rule of Allah and
doing what is obligatory upon him then he is far away from the methodology of the
khawarij. So for these ,aall & . (cOntemporary murji'ah) who claim they are upon the
methodology of the mdlall _il..ll (as-salaf-us-saalih: first three generations of Islam) to
come now and label the carriers of tawhid as khawarij is a huge deception and
misdirection.

Even some of the scholars disagreed as to whether the Khawarij are Muslims or not. We
already mentioned the hadith(statement of the Messenger) that if the Messenger would
see them, he would kill them like sle ('Ad) as mentioned in the hadith(statement of the
Messenger), and sle (‘Ad) were Kufar. So how can we compare those that work to
establish tawhid and the rule of Allah in the land, enjoining the good and forbidding the
evil, fighting in the way of Allah, to these khawaarij who never fought in the path of Allah
at all.

So do not be deceived by those who claim to follow the methodology of the _ilL.. (salaf).
The methodology of the Salaf is free from them. They speak against those who defend the
religion and label them with such terms. Look across the world how many lands have been
stolen, how many children have been made orphans, how many wives have been
widowed? Our lands have been stripped of their resources and dignity. To this day you see
numerous atrocities continuing in the land of the first qgibla, Palestine, yet these people do
not care about them and label as z,lsa1l (khawarij) anyones who wants to defend the
religion!

When you analyse the characteristics of the z,lsatl (khawaarij) mentioned, it becomes
clear who is more like them. Who do you see today that label anyone who is not with them
as being a ¢ «iw (innovator)? Who do you see today attacking the Muslims and leaving off
the ,L< (disbelievers)? And you should know that the attack is not only physical but can be
verbally as well. Who do you see that are so lenient with the ,li< (disbelievers) and the
cntlsh (tawaagheet: tyrants) that they will stand by them whenever the Muslims are
attacked and praise them? Who do you see falsely explaining the Quran, taking verses out
of context and not explaining them according to the methodology of the rdlall (il (pious
predecessors)? If you ponder for a moment, you will notice that it is those very jaall &a 50
(Contemporary Murji'ah) who label the <. JaT (people of Sunnah) as ¢ ,lsall (khawarij).
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If the ruler has totally dismantled the law of Allah, then he has exited from the religion.
Rebelling against him and removing him is obligatory. We have already mentioned some of
the proofs that obedience to the ruler is on the condition that he is a Muslim, judging by the
rule of Allah. In addition to this we have the following hadith(statement of the Messenger).
e Loyl T tlide GAT Laad JU8 colinglid ol Lles B cusladl o 8ulae oo g
) alws L(TVEV) @ Lol de 3ata . ola s 4ad d] o aSuie dalsy LS 1955 1Y)
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From 'Ubaadah bin As-Saamit who said: the Prophet (slw 5 «le il sls) called us so we
pledged allegiance to him, so he said regarding what he had from upon us: "That we
pledge upon hearing and obeying, in what we like and dislike, in our hardship and our
ease, and we should not dispute the authority of its people unless we saw an lals |,5<
(open disbelief) upon which we had a ;La ,: (proof) from Allah.
(Agreed upon. AlBukhari 6647. Muslim 3926. Ahmad 23834)

Again, the obedience is not without a condition. By reflecting on this hadith (statement of
the Messenger) we know that when we see a clear i< (disbelief) from the leader, such as
ruling of other than what Allah has revealed, then upon us is zs,a (rebellion). About this,
we narrate the understanding of the dlLall Cilull (pious predecessors) regarding when the
ts,~ (rebellion) is wals (Obligatory) and when it is not.:
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An-nawawi narrated in the explanation of Muslim (12/229) from Al-Qaadi 'lyyad: If ,i<
(disbelief) came upon the ruler and he changes the legislation, or he innovates, he loses
his leadership and obedience to him stops and it is obligatory on the Muslims, to stand
against him, removing him and nominating a just leader if it is possible. If that does not
happen except from a group of people, then it is obligatory on that group to take out the

K (disbeliever), and it is not obligatory to remove an innovator except when they think
they have the ability to do so.
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And Shaykh-ul-Islam said in majmoo'-al-fatawa: Likewise any party that rejects from the
sharee'ah, just one of it's rulings, whether openly or secretly, then fighting him is obligatory.
So if they say: "we testify(atl ¥I I ¥) and we do not pray", then they are fought until they
pray. And if they were to say: "we pray but we do not give ;5,1 (zakah: compulsory
charity)", then they are fought until they pay (<11 (zakah: compulsory charity). And if they
say: "we pay 5Kyl (zakah: compulsory charity), but we do not fast or make hajj", then they
are fought until they fast ramadan and make hajj. And if they were to say: "we do this, but
we do not leave L Il (riba: usury), nor the drinking of ,.all (alcohol), nor illegal sexual
intercourse, and we do not make Jihad in the path of Allah, and we do not take the 4 all
(jizya: money taken from people of the book for their protection when they reside in Muslim
lands) from the Jews and the Christians" and the likes of that, they are fought until they do
those things. As Allah has said ((And fight them until there is no 43 (fithah: disbelief and
polytheism: i.e. worshipping others besides Allah) and the religion (worship) will all be for
Allah Alone [in the whole of the world]. But if they cease (worshipping others besides
Allah), then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.)) And Allah says, ((O you who
believe. Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains (due to you) from Riba (usury) (from
now onward), if you are (really) believers. And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war
from Allah and His Messenger.)) And Ll (usury) was the last thing prohibited by Allah, but
there was a group of people who became Muslim, prayed and made Jihad, so Allah
clarified that if they do not leave off L,!I (usury), then they will be at war with Allah and His
Messenger.
And it occurs in the (rausall (saheehayn), that when the Messenger (alw 5 4le dl lo)
died and some of the arab disbelieved, Umar said to Abu Bakr : How do you fight the
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people? And the Prophet has said (I have been ordered to fight the people until they bear
witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and | am the Messenger of
Allah, so when they do this, their blood and wealth is spared except with a right). So Abu
Bakr said : “Did you not say 'except with a right', by Allah, if they were to refuse to give me
Ylse (either a rope that is used to bind the camels leg, or a small goat), that they used to
give to the Messenger (alw 5 wle 4l (Ls), | would fight them”. Umar said: “By Allah, it not
except that | saw Allah widen the chest of Abu Bakr towards fighting, so | knew that it was
the truth.”

Both An-Nawawi and ibn Taymiyyah state that zs,a (rebellion) is obligatory in the
circumstances mentioned. Moreover, ibn Taymiyyah mentions that this becomes an
obligation if just one part of the 4. !l (Allah's legislation) is changed. So how about the
one who completely removes the 4,1l (Allah's legislation) and puts democracy or
communism in its place? No doubt they are more deserving that they be fought. It is
amazing that when some of the ,aall & . (murji'ah of today( will see this statement, they
will declare us to be from the ¢z ,lsa (khawaarij), yet all we are saying is that we agree with
Imam An-Nawawi and Shaykh-ul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah. So if it is as these 4ia . (murji'ah) of
our times say, then it must be that they claim these two great Imams are from the ¢ lsall
(Khawaarij). But we know they will never say this, so it is upon them to abandon attacking
the brothers of 4.l Jai(Ahlus-Sunnah) and repent to Allah (b g €ilas).

We have already mentioned how the deviants will distort the texts to suit their desires.
Indeed, they even go so far as to distort the words of Allah, as in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4,
verse 59:

O AN % - ,wt,
éjd\)& Gw LS‘s fs.\.c‘).u u;u Ysim )0'2” LS"[ﬁlﬁ Jd.u.“)” y_Jclj 4.1.|| Jujal bul; u.hA.” LGAL&
O you Who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of you (Mus/lms) who
are in authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His
Messenger, if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for

final determination.
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir: And for this reason Allah, Most High said : (Obey Allah)
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meaning: follow his book. (Obey the Messenger) meaning: take hold of his sunnah. (And
those of you (Muslims) who are in authority) meaning in whatever they order with from
obedience to Allah, not in disobedience to Allah, because there is no obedience to a
created thing, if the act is in disobedience to Allah, as has came in the authentic
hadith(statement of the Messenger): "Obedience is only in is,» 1l (good things/acts of
obedience)".

The obedience is therefore not unconditional. If that created being, such as a ruler, has
changed just one part of the 4a .l (Legislation of Allah) and legislated something not from
it, then there is no obedience to this ruler. This ruling is of course more affirmed when it is
regarding the ruler who has completely changed Allah's perfect 4w ,.ill (legislation). In
Allah's Most Beautiful Speech, we see that Allah mentioned the word "Obey" when
speaking of Himself and the Messenger. But when mentioning the people in authority Allah
did not mention 'obey' again but rather says "and". Showing that obedience to Allah and
His Messenger is unconditional and unrestricted, whereas obedience to those in authority
can only be done in what agrees with obedience to Allah and His Messenger e il oLo
als. We also see that Allah said "of you", and the translator did well to mention that this is
referring to the Muslims only, for the ,L< (disbelievers) are not of us. Which is further proof
that obedience is not to the ruler who has committed apostasy and exited the fold of Islam
by ruling by other that the rule of Allah.
5 Ll o Ball Gasa elyal oSule (sSondll Ugay JB UG dsrans ol e
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On the authority of ibn 'abbaas who said: the Messenger of Allah aluy 4le 4l (Lo said:
"There will be leaders over you who will delay the prayers beyond their times and will
innovate in the religion." | said: “So what will | do?”. He said "You ask me, O son of the
mother of Abdullah, what you will do? There is no obedience to the one who disobeys
Allah". (collected by At-Tabaraani in 'al-kabir' and it is an authentic hadith(statement of the
Messenger))
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On the authority of Abdullah bin Mas'ood, that the Prophet sl wle & slasaid: "There will
be men after me who have authority of your affairs who will extinguish the sunnah and act

upon 4euas (innovation), they will delay the prayer past its time". | said, "O Messenger of
Allah! If | approach this time what do | do?" He said, "You ask me, O son of the mother of
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Abdullah, what you will do? There is no obedience to the one who disobeys Allah".
(collected by ibn maajah with an authentic chain, and ibn hibban in his 'sahih', and Ahmad
in his musnad, and At-Tabaraani in 'al-mu'jam al-saghir',)

So the ¢y, all (rebellion) against the ruler who has disbelieved is an obligation as proved by
the evidence which have been mentioned. The only difference of opinion came with
regards to the ruler who is unjust and oppressive. Some scholars said he is fought and
other said he is not.

In our times the ,.aall s 11 (contemporary murjiah) have taken this difference of opinion in
the issue of the unjust ruler and transferred the ruling over to the ruler who has committed
< (disbelief), which is something which the scholars of the past have never done.

We have mentioned the <ia,1/ (Murjiah) many times due to the danger they present
to the ummah. It is important that we mention their characteristics and history here
so that you are aware of them and stay clear of their deviation and misguidance.

ol JB Gl dada e dal Al g Joadl AT U nY) g\jj AUl 6& ela Yl
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<la, ¥l (Irjaa’) linguistically means: postponing. And technically it means postponing the
actions and removing them from the reality of ;L¥I (imaan: faith). Ibn Kathir said in
clarification of the reasons for the s LI (murjiah) being named with this name “...they were
called <, (murjiah) because they bring forward the sayings and postpone the actions”
And they are many different factions and groups by how they define ;,Lu¥/ (eemaan: faith).
Al-Ash'aree numbered them as 12 groups, the most famous of them are two.
Yo ari ¥ il asealy Leallly 51530 Olas¥ 5T o il ps ¢ elgall Bim o (LY
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The first group were the :Lgidll &a 5 (the murjiah of the jurists): They were those who says
that LY/ (faith) is testifying with the tongue and belief in the heart, it doesn't increase or
decrease. And righteous actions are the fruits and branches of LY/ (faith). Imam At-

Tahaawee (rahimahullah) said in a clarification of this methodology: “and ;LY (faith) is
testifying with the tongue and belief in the heart, and all that is gathered which is authentic
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from the Messenger of Allah (alws wle 4/ sls) from the legislation and the clarification is all
true, and LY/ (faith) is one. And it's people in it's foundation are the same. The virtue
between them is from awe, piety and opposing the desires and gathering between all that.
(Al-Ageedat ul-Tahaawiyyah)
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The second group are the {a . (murjiah) of rhetoric and whoever followed them from the
Matureedees and Asharees. Al-Fadayl bin lyyadh said: “The people of :l~,¥I (irjaa) — of
the jurists — say: ;LY (faith) is speech with no action, and the Jahmites say: LY/ (faith) is
knowledge with no speech and no action, and 4.l Jai (the people of sunnah) say: ;LY
(faith) is knowledge, speech and action.” (Tahdheeb Al-Aathar At-tabaree 2/182) And
Wakee' bin Al-Jaraah said: There is not a big difference between the speech of the egall
(Jahmiyya) and the sl LI (murjiah). The 4.¢all (Jahmiyya) say: ;LY (faith) is knowledge in
the heart, and the 4,11 (murjiah) say: Testifying with the tongue.” Meaning with belief in
the heart. (taken from the same source as to what preceded)

sl LSS g canlsn Jani ol ol iy 40y e 1] U5 Tuagadl ": seal ale¥ ! Js

(AT sl JYAT) " (il Lay oy JEE ¢ 4, e a8
And Imam Ahmad said: “ L.e¢all (the jahmiyyah) say (about ;L] (belief) if he knows his
Lord in his heart and he doesn't act with his limbs (he has ;L] (belief), and this is &<

(disbelief); for Iblees knows his Lord, as He said: “O my Lord! Because you misled me” (Al-
khilal Al-lawhah 96)

solll usd 9 oalaagdl dilass O3 )3 agise LRI dal .
1. The 4ia,l (murjiah) of the jurists: From them Dharr bin Abdillah Alhamdaanee
and Qais Al-Maasir
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Ishaaq bin Ibrahim said: “| said to Abu Abdillah — Meaning Imam Ahmad : Who was the
first to speak in the issue of LY/ (faith)? He said: They say the first to speak in it was
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Dharr” (Masaa'in Al-lmam Ahmad of Ishaaq bin Ibraahim (2/162)
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Al-haafidh narrated from Al-Awzaa;ee that he said: The first one to speak in -l ,¥I (irjaa’)

was a man from the people of al-Koofa who was called Qais Al-Maasir. (Tahdheeb At-
Tahdheeb 7/490)

And it is said it was Saalim Al-Aqtasee and Hammaad bin Abi Sulaimaan

Ol 9o (i pgdl 94 9 (adsill dia 5o .Y

2. The 4 s (murjiah) of rhetoric and he was Al-Jahm bin Safwaan
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Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr said in Fath-ul-baari' (13/346): Al-Jahm bin Safwan was a man from
the people of desires, he never sat with a scholar, nor was he known for seeking
knowledge. He only sat with the people of desires. And at the head of them was Al-da'd
bin Dirham who was slaughtered by Khalid bin Abdillah Al-Qasree due to his 4sasy(herecy)
and negation of the attributes of Allah. So Al-Jahm was with his ignorance. So they said to
him: “Describe your Lord for us, the one you follow, O Jahm, and with which sense of the
senses you know him, do you see Him or do you touch Him......etc?!” So he remained
quiet for a time and didn't answer them, then he fabricated a statement about Allah and
answered them with it, so he said: “He is this air, with everything, in everything and is not
free of anything” (Ar-rad 'Ala Al-Jahmiyyah waz-zanaadiqgah of Imam Ahmad, page 65).

And there was no acceptance of his speech in his life or after he death, rather he lived,
being pursued by the leader, up until Salm bin Ajooz killed him, working for Nasr bin Siyar,
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and he said to him: “O Jahm! | am not killing you because you fought us, with me, you are

more disgraceful than that, but | heard you speaking with a false speech. Allah has given

me a covenant that | don't give up except that | kill you.” So he killed him.
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The < 4. (murjiah) are three categories, as Shaykh Al-Islaam ibn Taymiyyah mentioned in
Majmoo' Al-Fatawa (7/194-195): The first category: Those that say ;,L.¥/ (faith) is solely in
the heart, then from these are who enter into it the actions of the heart and most of the
groups of the 4 5 (murjiah) are these. From them are those who don't enter it into ;LesY!
(faith) like Jahm bin Safwan and his followers.
The second category: Those that say it is solely speech on the tongue and that is the
statement of the 4./ <II (al-karaamiyyah).
The third category: Those who say that LY/ (faith) is affirmation of the heart and speech
on the the tongue and this is the statement of the < 11 (murjiah) of the jurists.
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The Shaykh and Imam, Abu Al Qaasim Allaalakaa'ee said in his book 'Sharh Usool I'tiqaad
Ahl As-sunnah wal-jamaa'ah' (volume 3, page 840): 1813 — From Muhammad, From
Uthmaan who said: Hanbal informed us: Abu Abdillah informed me: Abu Umar At-taweel
Ad-darir informed me: Hamaad bin Salama, on the authority of Ataa' bin Al-saa'ib: on the
authority of Sa'eed bin Jubair who said: The likeness of the <a,1I (murjiah) is like the
Seslall (Sabians)
Narrated by Abdullah bin Ahmad in As-sunnah (1/312, 323,338)
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1814 — On the authority of Ataa' bin As-saa'ib who said: Sa'eed bin Jubair mentioned the
4a, 11 (murjiah) and struck for them an example and said: The likes of them is like the
Oaslall (Sabians), they came to the Jews and said, 'what is your religion?' They replied,
'Judaism'. They said, 'What is your book?' They replied, 'The Torah'. They said, 'So who is
your prophet?' They said, 'Moses'. They said, 'What is for whoever follows you?' They
said, 'Paradise'. Then they went to the Christians and said, 'What is your religion?' They
said, 'Christianity'. They said and what is your book?' They said, 'The gospel'. They said '
and who is your prophet?' They said, 'Jesus'. Then they said, 'And what is for the one who
follows you?' They said, 'Paradise'. They said, 'So we are between these two religions'.
Narrated by Abdillah bin Ahmad in 'As-sunnah' (664), and ibn Battah in Al-lbaanah (1217)

(VVYeVL V) ! o s oy dllase sl
1816 — Al-Hasan bin Uthman told us, Ahmad bin Ja'far said: Bashr bin Musa said:
Mu'aawiyah bin Amr said, from Abu Ishaaq that Al-Awzaa'ee said: Yahya bin Abi Kathir
and Qataadah said: There is nothing from the desires more feared with them upon the

Ummah than <= ¥/ (al-Irjaa’)
Narrated by Abdullah bin Ahmad in 'As-sunnah' (707,613)
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189 — Al-Qaasim bin Ja'far told us: Muhamad bin Ahmad bin Hammaad said: Ali bin Harb

said: Ibn Fudail informed us from his father who said: | heard Al-Mughairah bin Utaibah
say: From Sa'eed bn Jubair who said: <ia,L/ (The Murjiah) are the Jews of the Qiblah.
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1827 — Muhammad in formed us, Da'laj informed us, Ahmad bin Ali said, Muhammad bin

Mahl As-sarkhasee said: Al-Humaidee said: Ma'n bin Eesaa informed us that a man in
Madinah who was called Abul-dawriyah saw :L,¥/ (irjaa’), so Maalik bin Anas said don't
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marry them.
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1828 — Muhammad bin Abdillah bin Nu'aim said — by permission — that Muhammad bin
Saalih bin Haani' said: Abu Sayyid Muhammad bin Shaadhaan said: | heard Muhammad

bin Aslam say: | heard Yazeed bin Haaroon say: Whoever calls to <L~ ¥/ (irjaa’) then prayer
behind him is repeated.
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1806 — Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Baseer told us, Uthmaan bin Ahmad said: Hanbal
informed us, Abu Abdullah informed us: Mu'ammal informed us: Sufyaan informed us:
Sa'eed bin Saalih (meaning Al-Asadee) informed us: Ibraahim said: The trial of the <a s
(murjiah) is more feared on this Ummah than the trial of the 4s,/;¥/ (Al-Azaarigah — and

they were a group of the khawaarij)
Narrated by Al-Khalaal in 'As-Sunnah' (901) and Abdullah bin Ahmad in 'As-Sunnah' (617)
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And Al-lmam Az-Zuhree (May Allah have mercy on him) said: No innovation was

innovated in Islam, more harmful upon its people than this, meaning -l ,¥! (irjaa’)
[Al-lbaana 2/885 of ibn battah, and Ash-sharee'ah 2/676 of Al-Aajuree]
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Shaykh-ul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah (May Allah have mercy on him) said: “The <Ll (murjiah)
and the likes of them from those who followed their way, obeyed the leaders unrestrictedly,
even if they weren't righteous.”
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Sufyaan bin Uyaynah (May Allah have mercy on him) was asked about :Lx ¥/ (irjaa’), so he
said: “ls, ¥l (irjaa') is on two sides: People who preceded the command of Ali and
Uthmaan, so those have gone. As for the 4a 1/ (murjiah) of today, they say LY/ (faith) is
speech and not action, so don't eat with them, don't drink with them, don't pray with them
and don't pray upon them” [narrated by At-Tabari in Tahdheeb Al-Aathaar 2/181]
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Al-Khalaal narrated from Abu Daawood that he said: | said to Ahmad — meaning ibn

Hanbal - : Are the <a . (murjiah) prayed behind? He said “If they call to it then don't pray
behind them” [Al-masaa'il war-rasaa'il 2/370)
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From Abu Bakr Al-Maroodhee who said: | heard Abu Abdullah — meaning Imam Ahmad —
say: The ;oI (murji), if he argues then don't pray behind him [Al-masaa'il war-rasaa'il
2/370]

So those were the opinions and the understanding of the wlla 1l il Il (Pious
Predecessors) about the dangers of the < LI (Al-murjiah), such that they not mixed with,
nor prayed behind. The ,all &a . (cOontemporary murjiah) are on the same methodology
of those that we have mentioned because they remove the actions from LY/ (faith), so
that no matter what action you do, you still remain a believer according to them. This is
contradictory to the evidences as we have mentioned regarding the case of the one who
does not rule by the rule of Allah. So they differ with the rIlLall _il.ull (pious predecessors)
in the area of ,i&lls LY/ (belief and disbelief), saying even if a man never prayed, fasted
or gave in charity then he can still be considered to be Muslim so long as he says the
Shahada.

As for &ull Jai (the people of sunnah), they explain ;Lo¥! (faith) as ¢, lsall Jacs olaadlls Jos
<L slsie |y (speech with the tongue, actions of the limbs and belief in the heart)
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Ali bin Abi Taalib (May Allah be pleased with him) said: Speech does not benefit except
with action. Action does not benefit except with speech. Speech and action does not
benefit except with intention. Intention does not benefit except with agreement with the
sunnah. (collected by ibn Battah in 'Al-ibaanah' 2/103,1089) and likewise Abdullah bin
Mas'ood said the same that Ali bin Abi Taalib said.
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Sa'eed bin Jubair said: Speech is not accepted except with action. Action is not accepted
without speech. Speech and action are not accepted without intention. Speech, action and

intention are not accepted without an intention that agrees with the sunnah. (collected by
Al-laalakaa'ee 1/20.24)
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Ma'qgal bin Ubaidillah Al-Abasee said Salim Al-Agtas came to us with <L~ ¥/ (irjaa’) , so he
was taken from us with a severe taking, then | went to madinah and sat with Naadi', | said
“They say we spread the obligatory prayers but we do not pray. And that alcohol is
prohibited but we drink it, and that marrying the mothers is prohibited but we want that” So
he took his hand from his hand and said “whoever does this is a sK (disbeliever)”

(Collected by Abdullah bin Ahmad in 'As-sunnah' 1/383.831 and Al-Khalaal in 'As-sunnah'
4/29)
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Al-Imam Ash-Shaafi'ee said (Allah be Pleased with him) : There is consensus from the
4Llawall (companions), sl (second generation) and those who followed them that they
said LY/ (faith) is speech, action and intention. And one does not benefit the rest except

with the others. (majmoo' al-fataawaa, 7/209, Usool I'tigaad Ahl assunna of Al-laalakaa'ee,
5/956)
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Bukhari said: | wrote from 1000 or more of the scholars, and | did not write from anyone
except he who said that ;LY (faith) is speech and action. And | did not write from the one
who said: LY/ (faith) is speech. (Sharh I'tigad Ahl-us-sunnah of Al-laalakaa'ee, 1/193,
320)
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Shaykh-ul-Islaam ibn Taimiyyah said in Ageedat-ul-waasitiyyah: And from the principles of
the dcloally Liudl Jal (Ahl-us-sunnah wal-jamaa'ah) is that the religion and LY/ (faith) is
speech and action: Speech of the heart and tongue, and action of the heart, tongue and
limbs.

We will now mention the proofs from the Quran and the Sunnah that supports this
consensus, that ;LY (faith) consists of three parts that can not be separated: speech on
the tongue, action of the limbs and belief in the heart.
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Faith with the Ahl-us-sunnah wal-jamaa'ah: Speech with the tongue, Belief in the

heart and Actions of the limbs. It increases with obedience and decreases with
disobedience

1. Belief of the heart is a part of ()Laa¥/ (faith)
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Belief of the heart: It is 'speech of the heart', which is knowledge, believing and knowing.

Along with 'actions of the heart', which is yielding and submission. Believing alone which
does not accompany actions of the heart, is not ;LY (faith).
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Shaykh ul Islam ibn Taymiyyah said in his book of LY/ (faith) (291-2): Believing with the

heart is from LY/ (faith), and believing must be along with something from love and awe
of Allah. If not, then the belief that is not with something from that is not considered ;,L..¥!
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(faith). Rather it is like the belief of Pharaoh, the Jews, and Iblees. This is what the iL..!l
(predecessors) rejected from the belief of the Jahmiyyah.

Allah mentions the speech of the heart in Chapter Muhammad, verse 19:
Sl LA <l ) ) Y &l
So know, [O Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah and ask forgiveness for your
sin

This is simply the heart knowing that Allah is the only one deserving of worship. Even
Pharaoh was not so arrogant as to think that he was the king of the universe, but rather
knew that Allah was the Lord of all the worlds.

This is why speech of the heart is not enough and so must come with actions of the heart
such as submission to Allah. As Allah mentions in Chapter Lugman, verse 22:
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And whoever submits his face to Allah while he is a doer of good - then he has grasped
the most trustworthy handhold.

Similarly in Chapter Al-Ma'idah, verse 81, Allah negates LY/ (belief) for those that took
the disbelievers as allies. This was not a negation of the speech of the heart but rather
was speaking about the actions of their heart And aIIegiance is an action of the heart.
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And if they had believed in Allah and the Prophet and in what was revealed to him, they
would not have taken them as allies; but many of them are defiantly disobedient.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Hujaraat, 49, verse 14:
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The bedoums say, "We have beI/eved. " Say, "You have not [yet] believed; but say
[instead], 'We have submitted,’ for faith has not yet entered your hearts. And if you obey
Allah and His Messenger, He will not deprive you from your deeds of anything. Indeed,
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'idah, 5, verse 41:
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O Messenger, let them not grieve you who hasten into disbelief of those who say, "We
believe" with their mouths, but their hearts believe not
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And from the sunnah is what came in the famous Hadith(statement of the Messenger) of
Jibreel, when he asked the Messenger (aluy wle 4l (ls) @ “Inform me about LY/ (faith),
so the Messenger (aluy wle &l sls) said: “ ;LY (faith) is: That you believe in Allah, His
angels, His books, His messengers, the Last Day and that you believe in the pre-decree,
the good of it and the bad of it.” Narrated by Muslim.

2. Statements on the tongue is a part of (Las¥/ (faith)
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Statement with the tongue: And it is mentioning the statement of Islam (There is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah), then tasbeeh
(saying subhanAllah), takbir (saying Allahu akbar), tahleel (saying la hawla wa la quwwa
illaa billah), praising Allah, sending blessings on His Messenger, supplication and all the
other forms of remembrance (including reciting the Quran and other than that). [Al-eemaan
of ibn mundah 2/262]

Allah says in Chapter Al-Baqara, 2, verse 136:
Al GLT 18
Say, [O believers], "We have believed in Allah
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And the hadith (statement of the Messenger) in Sahih Muslim (21) from the
Hadith(statement of the Messenger) of Abu Hurairah << 4l s ,: The Messenger of Allah (
alug wale 4l oLo) said: | have been commanded to fight the people until they say 'there is
no deity worthy of worship besides Allah', so when they say 'there is no deity worthy of
worship besides Allah' then their selves and their wealth are sparred from me, except with
a right and their reckoning is with Allah.

3. Actions of the limbs is a part of ()Laa¥/ (faith)

The consensus of 4.l Jai (The People of Sunnah) is that actions are part of LY/ (faith)
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and can not be separated from it. Without action there is no belief. We will mention here
some of the proofs from the Quran and the Sunnah.

And this is the point of contention between 4.l Jai (The People of Sunnah) and &a ! (the
murjiah), because most of the 4ia ,» (murjiah) don't enter the actions of the limbs into ;LaY!
(faith).

Some of them use very detailed explanations in order to confuse the people. But it is in the
issue of LIl (disbelief) that their real situation becomes clear. For they say that the actions
do enter into LY/ (faith), in agreement with 4i.ll Jai (The People of Sunnah). But when
they see someone who never prays, fasts or does any action, they do still consider this
person to have ;L¥I (faith) and his lack of action just means (with them) that there is a
lack of completeness in his ;L¥/ (faith). So, they consider the one who is not Muslim to be
Muslim. This is the opposite of the ¢ ,lsatl (al-khawaarij), who say that the one who
commits the major sins such as fornication, has exited the fold of Islam.

These two groups are very dangerous so you should beware of them.

AIIah says in Chapter Al- Bayinnah 98, verse 5:
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And they were not commanded except to |;|/orship Allah, [being] sincere to Him in religion,
inclining to truth, and to establish prayer and to give zakah. And that is the correct religion.

AIIah says in Chapter Al-Hujjaraat, 49, verse 15:
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The believers are only the ones who have believed in Allah and His Messenger and then

doubt not but strive with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah. It is those

who are the truthful.
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Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr Al-Asgalaani narrated in 'Al-Fath’, in the chapter of 'Umoor- uI -eemaan’
from the Hadith (statement of the Messenger) that was narrated by Abdurrazaaq and other
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than him from the path of Mujaahid that Abu Dharr asked the Prophet (aluy wle <l (ls)
about ;,LYI (faith) so he recited to him {Righteousness is not that you turn your faces
toward the east or the west, but [true] righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the
Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to
relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler, those who ask [for help], and for freeing slaves;
[and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah; [those who] fulfil their promise when they
promise; and [those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and during battle. Those are
the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the righteous.}
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It is narrated by Al-Bukhari (2863) from the hadith(statement of the Messenger) of Ibn
'‘Abbas that he said a delegation of Abdul Qais came to the Messenger of Allah (4l Lo
alus «le) and said: Messenger of Allah, verily ours is a tribe of Rabi'a and there stand
between you and us the unbelievers of Mudar and we find no freedom to come to you
except in the sacred month. Direct us to an act which we should ourselves to perform and
invite those who live beside us. Upon this the Prophet sl.s «le &l 4Lo remarked: |
command you to do four things and prohibit you against four acts. (The four deeds which
you are commanded to do are): Faith in Allah, and then he explained it for them and said:
Testifying the fact. that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah, that Muhammad is
the messenger of Allah, performance of prayer, payment of Zakat, that you pay Khums
(one-fifth) of the booty fallen to your lot, and | prohibit you to use round gourd, wine jars,
wooden pots or skins for wine.

4. HLaa¥I (faith) increases with obedience and decreases with disobedience
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Al-Bukhari said in the book of LY/ (faith): ;L¥/ (faith) is speech and action, it increases
and decreases.

AIIah says in Chapter AI Ahzaab, 33, verse 22:
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And when the believers saw the companies, they said, "This is what Allah and His
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Messenger had promised us, and Allah and His Messenger spoke the truth." And it
increased them only in faith and acceptance.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Fath, 48 verse 4:
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It is He who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the believers that they would increase

in faith along with their [present] faith. And to Allah belong the soldiers of the heavens and
the earth, and ever is Allah Knowing and Wise.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Anfaal, 8, verse 2:
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts become fearful,

and when His verses are recited to them, it increases them in faith; and upon their Lord
they rely
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Sufyaan bin Uyaynah was asked about ;LY (faith), does it increase and decrease? He
said: Do you not read the verses: (But it increased them in faith) (We increased them in

guidance) in other places. It was said: So it decreases? He said: there is nothing that
increases except that it decreases (Ash-sharee'ah of Al-Aajuree 2/65)
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Once Allah's Apostle went out to the L~ll Musalah (a place outside to offer the prayer) of
'Id-al-Adha or Al-Fitr prayer. Then he passed by the women and said, "O women! Give
alms, as | have seen that the majority of the dwellers of Hell-fire were you (women)." They
asked, "Why is it so, O Messenger of Allah ?" He replied, "You curse frequently and are
ungrateful to your husbands. | have not seen anyone more deficient in intelligence and

religion than you. A cautious sensible man could be led astray by some of you.”
(Hadith Bukhari 293)
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And in Sahih Muslim, in the chapter 'Clarifying the decrease of LYl (faith) with
disobedience and it's negation from the one who is involved in disobedience by negating
its perfection (57): On the authority of Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) that
the Messenger of Allah (alwy e 48l (L) said: The fornicator does not fornicate when he

fornicates while he is a believer, the thief does not steal, when he steals while he is a
believer, and he does not drink alcohol when he drinks it while he is a believer.

This Hadith (statement of the Messenger) makes clear the decrease of ;LY (faith) for the
one who sins. However, the z_lsall (khawaarij), took this Hadith by itself to prove that
anyone who commits major sins has exited the fold of Islam. However, upon us is to take
all the evidences together. We know that in the time of the Messenger (aluws wle 4l (Lo)
there were few companions that committed adultery and received the punishment for that,
however they were still considered to be believers. As in the hadith found in Sahih Muslim:
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Imran bin Husain reported that a woman from Juhaina came to Allah's Apostle (may peace
be upon him) and she had become pregnant because of adultery. She said: Allah's
Apostle, | have done something for which (prescribed punishment) must be imposed upon
me, so impose that. Allah's Apostle (may peace be upon him) called her master and said:
Treat her well, and when she delivers bring her to me. He did accordingly. Then Allah's
Apostle (may peace be upon him) pronounced judgment about her and her clothes were
tied around her and then he commanded and she was stoned to death. He then prayed
over her (dead body). Thereupon Umar said to him: Allah's Apostle, you offer prayer for
her, whereas she had committed adultery! Thereupon he said: She has made such a
repentance that if it were to be divided among seventy men of Medina, it would be enough.

Have you found any repentance better than this that she sacr ficed her life for Allah, the

81



Majestic? (Sahih Muslim, Kitab Al-Hudud, 4207)

So this Hadith shows that the one who commits that major sins has caused ;,L..¥/ (faith) to
decrease. But it does not negate his LY/ (faith) as the ¢ ,sall (al-khawaarij) claim. If the
person commits fornication, whilst claiming it is permissible, then only in that situation does
he become a i (disbeliever). However if he sins, recognising that what he has done is
wrong then he is still a Muslim, however he is putting his LY/ (faith) in the position of
being decreased.
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The 4Llsall (companions), sl (second generation) and Noble Scholars agreed upon
the saying that ;,L..¥/ (faith) increases and decreases.
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Mu'aadh bin Jabal said: Sit with us, we shall believe for an hour — meaning we will mention
Allah (Narrated by ibn Abi Shaibah in 'Al-Iman’, pg. 15,17, and Abdullah bin Ahmad in 'As-
sunnah' 1/368, no. 796)
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Umair bin Habib Al-Khatmee (May Allah be pleased with him) said: LY/ (faith) increases
and decreases. It was said to him: What is its increase and its decrease? He said: When

we mention Allah, praise Him and have awe of Him then it increases, and when we are
heedless or neglectful, then this is its decrease.

(3l
Imam Ahmad (May Allah have mercy on him) said: ;LY (faith) is speech and action, it
increases and decreases (sharh usool i'tigaad ahl-us-sunnah of Al-laalakaa'ee)
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Disbelief according to Ahl-us-sunnah wal-jamaa'ah is speech with the tongue, belief
in the heart and action by the limbs
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Linguistically ,&II means to cover and conceal. Ibn Faaris said: The kaaf, the fa and the ra,
the root points to one meaning, which is covering and concealing. (mu'jam muqgaa'yis al-
lughah of ibn Faaris. Volum 5,191)
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Allah said (like the example of a rain whose [resulting] plant growth pleases the ,LéSJI) The

LI means the tillers. That is because they conceal the seeds in the earth (tahdheeb al-
lughat of Al-azharee, vol. 4, pg. 3162)

And in the legislation: Ar-Raaghib Al-Asfahaanee said: ,iKll (the disbeliever) generally is
known by whoever denies the oneness of Allah, the prophethood, the 4. .l (Allah's Law)
or all three of them.
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Ibn-ul-qayyim said: ,i<I/ (Disbelief) is rejection of what is known that the Messenger (sle
alug wule 48l) came with whether in the issues that are called knowledge or actions. So

whoever rejects what the Messenger came with after he knew that he came with it then he
is a i (disbeliever) in the smallest part of the religion to its largest part.
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I (disbelief) in the legislation is the opposite of LY/ (faith), so it is speech, action and
belief. Shaykh Al-Islam said: iUl (disbelief) is the absence of LY/ (faith) in Allah and His

Messenger, whether there be with it denial or no denial. Rather even with doubt, or turning
away out of envy, pride or following some desires instead of following the message.
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Shaykh-ul-Islam: said Whoever said with his tongue a statement of i< (disbelief)
intentionally, without a need, knowing that it is ,i< (disbelief), then he disbelieves with that
statement openly and secretly. It is not permissible that it is said that he can be a believer
secretly, so whoever says that has exited the fold of Islam. Allah says: (Whoever
disbelieves in Allah after his belief... except for one who is forced [to renounce his religion]
while his heart is secure in faith. But those who [willingly] open their breasts to disbelief,

upon them is wrath from Allah, and for them is a great punishment) (Majmoo fatawaa
3/975)
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And ibn Taymiyyah said (3/975): Whoever mentions a statement of disbelief then the anger
of Allah is upon him and he will receive a great punishment. Because of that, he is a
disbeliever, except the one who is forced and is full of belief. But whoever is forced and his
heart is accepting of disbelief then he is also a disbeliever. So whoever mentions a
statement of disbelief becomes a disbeliever except he who is forced, so he says with his
tongue a statement of disbelief while his heart is full of belief. Allah says about the ones
who mock: (Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after your belief.)
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And Al-Barbahaaree said in 'Sharh-us-sunnah' (81): And no one from the people of the
Qiblah are exited from the fold of Islam until he rejects a verse from the book of Allah or he
rejects something from the narrations of the Messenger of Allah (alws wle 4l Ls), Or if he

slaughters to other than Allah. So if he does something from those things then it is
obligatory upon you to exit him from the fold of Islam.

84



Oleallls ¥ g8 (3953 Sl

Disbelief can be with the statement of the tongue

QEQQI%AS¢HAA;A¢p @il Sdias 931 JB lsyundi (o8 dlll dan; LIS o slae JBS
Ll LTy Lsdas Lo )T Y1 o5 Lel,S o7 Lo @8l e oy JBE :lslE 6,0
Al gy ] adily Log 3 laadl Ll dulas ) ()5 ((opesmme ) 148 (o) (s a3S
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir: Abu Ma'shar Al-Madani said from Muhamad bin Ka'b Al-
Qurathee and others who said: A man from the hypocrites said, | have never seen like
these reciters of ours! They have the hungriest stomachs, the most lying tongues and are
the most cowardice in battle.' This statement was conveyed to the Messenger of Allah L=
alwg «le 4ll, so he came to the Messenger of Allah and he was departing and riding his
camel, so he said, 'O Allah's Messenger! We were only engaged in idle talk and jesting,'
so the Messenger of Allah al.s wle 4l sLorecited, ("Was it at Allah, and His verses and His
Messenger that you were mocking") 9:65." Allah said, (Make no excuse; you disbelieved

after you had believed.) (If We pardon some of you, We will punish others among you)
(because they were criminals).
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Shaykh-ul-Islam said: So He clarified that they were ,l< (disbelievers) by their statement,
even though they didn't believe it. (As-saalim Al-maslool vol. 3, pg. 976)
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Al-lImam An-nawawi said in Rawdat-At-taalibeen: Apostasy occurs by the statement which
is ,& (disbelief) whether it arose from belief, stubbornness or mockery.
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From the disbelief in statement is supplication to other than Allah from the saints and the
righteous men.

Allah says in Chapter Yunus, 10, verse 18:
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And they worship other than Allah that Wh/ch neither harms them nor benef/ts them, and
they say, "These are our intercessors with Allah " Say, "Do you inform Allah of something
He does not know in the heavens or on the earth?" Exalted is He and high above what
they associate with Him
Allah says in Chapter Faatir 35, verse 14:
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If you invoke them, they do not hear your suppllcat/on; and if they heard, they would not
respond to you. And on the Day of Resurrection they will deny your association. And none
can inform you like [one] Acquainted [with all matters].
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The scholars agreed that if a person makes a statement with his tongue which is a
statement of < (disbelief), then he is i (disbeliever). And as ibn Taymiyyah mentioned,
it does not matter whether that person believed in this statement or not. We do not have to
look into the condition of that persons heart, as they have disbelieved inwardly and
outwardly as we have quoted from the scholars of the dlall _al.ull (Pious Predecessors).
This statement of disbelief is an independent < (disbelief) which stands as i< (disbelief)
by itself without any intention or action. As for the < LI (murjiah) they claim that we have
to look into the situation of the heart of the one who says this statement of ,i< (disbelief).
This is a direct opposition to the hadith (statement of the Messenger) that came previously.
The man insulted the religion, but he claimed that he did not intend to do this and was
merely joking. The Messenger (alus wle &l sls) did not accept this excuse from him. So
how can these ,all X, (Contemporary Murjiah) give an excuse for every person who
makes a statement of i< (disbelief)! This is far from the _il.!l z¢is (methodology of the
Pious Predecessors) which they claim to follow. By their belief they cause a huge danger
to the common people who fall into i< (disbelief). By saying that these actions do not exit
them from the fold of Islam, the one that does this action feels safe and does not fear
repeating this action. This is the case with the common person, as for the ruler, the
implications are greater. He will believe that he can demolish the law of Allah and rule by
man-made laws while still remaining in the fold of Islam. So how will he ever repent?

Their belief becomes more clear in the issue of ,i<ll (disbelief) as the o all éa s
(contemporary murjiah) do not consider any statement to exit one from the fold of Islam
without questioning the persons intention first. So you may find one will call upon Jailani or
Badawi and he feels safe in his action as the scholars of the <.a . (murjiah) still consider
him to be in the fold of Islam.
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Disbelief can be with the belief of the heart

Allah said in Chapter AI Maa'idah, 5, verse 41:
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O Messenger, let them not grieve you who hasten into disbelief of those who say, "We
believe" with their mouths, but their hearts believe not

Allah said in Chapter Al-Munaafiqoon, 63, verse 1:
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When the hypocrites come to you, [O Muhammad)], they say, "We testify that you are the
Messenger of Allah." And Allah knows that you are His Messenger, and Allah testifies that
the hypocrites are liars.
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Disbelief can be with the actions, like prostration or slaughtering to other than
Allah, or allying with the people of polytheism and aiding them against the Muslims.

Allah says in Chapter Al-An'aam, 6, , verse 121:
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And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allah has not been mentioned, for indeed, it
is grave disobedience. And indeed do the devils inspire their allies [among men] to dispute
with you. And if you were to obey them, indeed, you would be associators [of others with

Him].

And Allah says in Chapter Al-Fusilat, 41, verse 37:
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And of His signs are the night and day and the sun and moon. Do not prostrate to the sun
or to the moon, but prostate to Allah, who created them, if it should be Him that you
worship.
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Muslim narrated on the authority of Ali bin Abi Taalib who said: The Messenger of Allah
alasg 4l &l sls informed me with four words: Allah curses the one who slaughters to other

than Allah, Allah curses the one who curses his parents, Allah curses the one who protects
a criminal, Allah curses the one who changes the boundaries.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 51-53:
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O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Chr/st/ans as allies. They are [in
fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them among you - then indeed, he is

[one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the wrongdoing people.
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So you see those in whose hearts is disease hastening mto [association with] them,
saying, "We are afraid a misfortune may strike us." But perhaps Allah will bring conquest
or a decision from Him, and they will become, over what they have been concealing within
themselves, regretful.
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And those who believe will say, "Are these the ones who swore by Allah their strongest
oaths that indeed they were with you?" Their deeds have become worthless, and they

have become losers.
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Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said: Abu Ja'far said: When Allah r;lentioned: (And whoever is an ally to
them among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them.) He meant that whoever allies with the
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Jews and the Christians to the exception of the believers then indeed he is from them. He
says: So whoever allies with them and aids them against the believers, then he is from the
people of their religion and their way, because he doesn't ally with any one of them except
that he is pleased with him, his religion and what he is upon. So if he was pleased with him
(the disbeliever) and his (the disbeliever's) religion then he opposes what differs with him
and angers him, and his ruling becomes the same as his (the disbeliver's) ruling.
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And ibn Jarir said in his tafsir: Abu Ja'far said: And the correct position with us is what is
said that: Allah mentions the prohibition for all the believers to take the Jews, the
Christians and other than them as helpers and allies again the people who have ;L.Y!
(faith) in Allah and His Messenger. Allah informed us that whoever takes them as helpers
and allies besides Allah, His Messenger and the believers, then he is from them in his bias

against Allah, His Messenger and the believers. And Allah and His Messenger are free
from him.
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Ibn Kathir said: (And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease...) A disease of
doubt, hesitation and hypocrisy. (they hurry to their friendship,) meaning, they rush to offer
them their friendship and allegiances in secret and in public, (saying: "We fear lest some
misfortune of a disaster may befall us.") They thus offer this excuse for their friendship and
allegiance to the disbelievers, saying that they fear that the disbelievers might defeat the

Muslims, so they want to be in favour with the Jews and Christians, to use this favour for
their benefit in that eventuality!
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Shaykh-ul-Islam said in majmoo'-ul-fatawa (18/300): A group does not apostate from Islam
except that Allah brings a people that he loves who strive for Him and they are the sl
5, 9aill (the victorious group) up until the establishment of the hour. That is clarified by the
fact that he mentioned this along with the prohibition of allegiance with the &<l
(disbelievers), He (Most High) said: ((O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and
the Christians as allies. They are [in fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to
them among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the
wrongdoing people.¥ So you see those in whose hearts is disease hastening into
[association with] them, saying, "We are afraid a misfortune may strike us." But perhaps
Allah will bring conquest or a decision from Him, and they will become, over what they
have been concealing within themselves, regretful.)) to his statement: ((O you who have
believed, whoever of you should revert from his religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of
them] a people He will love and who will love Him)) So the ones who are addressed with
the prohibition of allying with the Jews and the Christians are the same ones who are
addressed with the verse of apostasy. It is known that this encompasses all of the
generations of the i (Ummah: People of Islam). That is when He prohibited allegiance
with the <!l (disbelievers) and clarified that those who ally with them from the ones
addressed, then they are from them, making clear that whoever allies with them and
apostates from the religion of Islam, then this does not harm Islam in any way. Rather,
Allah will bring a people that He loves and they love Him, so they will ally with the believers
and not the LI (disbelievers). They will strive in the path of Allah and not fear the blame
of the blamers, as Allah says in the first matter: (But if the disbelievers deny it, then We
have entrusted it to a people who are not therein disbelievers.) So those that didn't enter
Islam, and those who exited the fold of Islam after entering into it, they do not harm Islam
in any way. Rather Allah will establish those who believe in what His Messenger came with
and He will make them victorious until the establishment of the hour.
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The Shaykh, Sulaiman bin Abdillah bin Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahaab: If the people
display agreement with the (<, .21l (polytheists) upon their religion, fearing from them, to
humour them or to compromise with them for a benefit, or to ward off their evil, then he is a
K (disbeliever) like them. Even if he hates their religion, despises them and loves Islam
and the Muslims. This is if it is just for those reasons, so how about if he was in a powerful
land and invited them and entered into obeying them, displaying agreement with their false
religion.
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And the Shaykh said: And | will mention some proofs upon that with the aid of Allah: The

first proof is the statement of Allah: (And never will the Jews or the Christians approve of
you until you follow their religion.)
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Also the Shaykh said when explaining the verse: ((And they will continue to fight you until
they turn you back from your religion if they are able. And whoever of you reverts from his
religion [to disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever - for those, their deeds have
become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and those are the companions of the
Fire, they will abide therein eternally.)) So Allah informs us that the ,L<!I (disbelievers) will
not cease fighting the Muslims until they convert them from their religion if they are able.
And Allah did not permit them to agree with them out of fear for ones self, wealth or
honour. Rather He mentioned that the one who agrees with them to ward off their evil after
they have fought him, then he is an xi,. (apostate). And if he dies upon that after the

oS aldl (polytheists) have fought him, then he is from the people of the hellfire who will
abide in there. So how about the one who agrees with them without any fighting? If the
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one who agrees with them after they fought him doesn't have any excuse, then you know
that those who go to them and rush towards endorsing them without any fear or fighting,
then it is more appropriate that he has no excuse and that he is an «i,- (apostate) i<
(dlsbqllever)
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Ibn Jarir said about the statement of Allah ((Give tidings to the hypocrites that there is for
them a painful punishment % Those who take disbelievers as allies instead of the
believers. Do they seek with them honour [through power]? But indeed, honour belongs to
Allah entirely.) : “Give tidings to the hypocrites’ those that take the people who disbelieve
in Me and blaspheme My religion. “Those” = meaning: helpers and allies = “instead of the
believers”, meaning: from other than the believers = “Do they seek with them honour
[through power]?’, Allah is saying, do they seek with them power and strength by taking
them as allies instead of the people who believe in me? = “But indeed, honour belongs to
Allah entirely’ , Allah says: Indeed those who take the (. ,iKlIl (disbelievers) as allies
seeking honour with them, then they are degraded. Why don't they take allies from the
believers, then seek honour, power and victory from Allah, the one who has the honour
and the power, the one who honours who He wills and abases who He wills, so He
honours them and gives them power?

Allah says in Chapter Al-A'raaf, 7, verse 175:
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And recite to them, [O Muhammad], the news of him to whom we gave [knowledge of] Our
signs, but he detached himself from them; so Satan pursued him, and he became of the
deviators.
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About this verse. lbn Kathir said in his tafsir: Ali bin Abi Talhah also reported that Ibn
"Abbas said, "When Musa and those with him went to the city of the tyrants (Jerusalem),
the cousins of Bal'am and his people came to him and said, "Musa is a strong man, and
he has many soldiers. If he gains the upper hand over us, we will be destroyed. Therefore,
supplicate to Allah that He prevents Musa and those with him from prevailing over us.'
Bal'am said, "If | supplicate to Allah that He turns back Musa and those with him, | will lose
in this life and the Hereafter.! They persisted with him until he supplicated against Musa
and his people, and Allah took away what He bestowed on him (of knowledge). Hence
Allah's statement, {but he threw them away; so Satan followed him up}.

This man did not support the ,L< (disbelievers) but rather he only made dua. This is what
caused him to be followed up by ;U..ull (Satan) and to become a 5K (disbeliever). What

about the Muslims who physically or financially aid the < (disbelievers), some of them
even joining their armies, of their own free will, travelling to the lands of the Muslims, killing

Muslims for a small worldly benefit. These people are more deserving of the title of ,L<
(disbeliever). As Allah mentioned in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 97:
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Indeed, those whom the angels take [in death] while wronging themselves - [the angels]
will say, "In what [condition] were you?" They will say, "We were oppressed in the land."
The angels will say, "Was not the earth of Allah spacious [enough] for you to emigrate

therein?" For those, their refuge is Hell - and evil it is as a destination.
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Al-Bukhari related in his Sahih that Muhammad ibn 'Abdu'r-Rahman Abu'l-Aswad said,
"Conscription for an expedition was forced on the people of Madina [by Ibn az-Zubayr] and
| was put in it. | met 'lkrima, the freed slave of Ibn 'Abbas and told him. He forbade him to
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do that in the strongest possible terms. Then he said, 'Ibn 'Abbas reported to me that some
of the Muslims were with the idolaters to increase the size of the idolaters in the time of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. An arrow would be shot
and hit one of them and kill him, or he would be struck a blow and killed. Then Allah
revealed, 'Indeed, those whom the angels take [in death] while wronging themselves'
(4:97)"
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Ibn Kathir said: Ibn Abi Haatim said: Ahmad bin Mansoor Ar-ramaadee informed us, Abu
Ahmad — meaning Az-zubair — informed us: Muhummad bin Shareek Al-Makki informed
us, Amr bin Deenaar informed us, from lkramah from ibn Abbaas who said: A people from
Makkah accepted Islam and they were hiding their Islam. So on the day of Badr the
polytheists brought them out with them so some of them were afflicted by the action of
others. The Muslims said: These are our Muslim companions and they were forced, so
they sought forgiveness for them, so the verse was sent down- (Indeed, those whom the
angels take [in death] while wronging themselves) to the end. He said: So he wrote to the
rest of the Muslims with this verse that there is no excuse for them.

In this case some Muslims stayed with the i< (disbelievers) and did not migrate to

Madinah. They were then forced by the (< ,a. (polytheists) to fight the Muslims and as a
result some of them were killed. So the companions recognised that they were forced and
so sought an excuse for them, to which they were informed that there is no excuse. It

should be then clear that the one who is not forced and joins the army of the ,l<
(disbelievers) in order to gain a world benefit then he has disbelieved and can not have
any excuse at all. It is not correct for one to say that there could be the excuse of having to

gain an islLx. (advantage) as Allah clearly states in Chapter An-Nahl, 16, verse 106-107

that gaining a worldly benefit can not be an excuse for committing ,&<I!l  (disbelief):
|;Lj;siu’c’,;wuﬂwmm;gliiﬁsj; S f,;ymw mwmuﬁsw
‘o oﬂ//v/ //}/ /o 0 -

Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his be//ef... except for one who is forced [to renounce
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his religion] while his heart is secure in faith. But those who [willingly] open their breasts to
disbelief, upon them is wrath from Allah, and for them is a great punishment;

I A ugn ¥l T sOAY e Gl SEAH 10a5lul St Ul
That is because they preferred the worldly life over the Hereafter and that Allah does not
guide the disbelieving people.
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Ibn Kathir said: And As-suddee said: When Al-Abbaas, Ageel and Nawfal were captured,
the Messenger of Allah (alws 4le 4l (Lo ) said to Al-Abbaas “Ransom yourself and your
nephew”. He said: O Messenger of Allah do | not pray to your giblah and bear witness to
your sslgs (testimony of faith)? He said: “O Abbaas, you quarrelled and you have been
overcome. Then he recited the verse to him : (("Was not the earth of Allah spacious
[enough] for you to emigrate therein?" For those, their refuge is Hell - and evil it is as a

destination.)) Narrated by ibn Abi Haatim

The Messenger al. «le 4l (Lo did not give an excuse to Al-Abbaas who was captured.
Even though as Al-Abbaas mentions, he makes the sslei (testimony of faith) and prays.
So don't be fooled by the so-called Shaykh who appears on television or in the masijid
dressed with the manners of Islam. If he calls to allying with the i< (disbelievers) than he
is one of them as has been proved by the previously mentioned evidences.
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Al-Alaamah ibn Hazm said in 'Al-mahalla' (12/138) : It is correct that Allah's statement: (
And whoever is an ally to them among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. ) is only
upon the apparent because he is a il (disbeliever) from the category of the ,L<
(disbelievers). And this is a truth that no two people from the Muslims differs about.
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Ash-Shaykh bin Abdul-Wahaab said in his text 'Nullifiers of Islam': Eight: Supporting the

polytheists and aiding them agains the Muslims, and the evidence is the saying of Allah:

(And whoever is an ally to them among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed,
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Allah guides not the wrongdoing people.)
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Ash-Shaykh Abdul-lateef bin Abdur-rahman bin Hasan Aal Ash-shaykh in 'Ad-durr-us-
sanniyyah fee fataawa an-najdiyyah (8/326): So how about the one who aids or brings
them to the Muslim countries, or praises them or prefers them with justice over the people
of Islam. Choosing their money, houses, allegiance and loving their victory, then this is
clear apostasy by consensus. Allah says (And whoever denies the faith - his work has
become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.)
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Ash-Shaykh Abdul-Aziz bin Baaz (May Allah have mercy on him) said in his Fatwa (1/273)
The scholars of Islam have agreed that anyone who aids the ,l< (disbelievers) against
the Muslims or supports them with any type of support then he is a s (disbeliever) like
them as Allah says: ( O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians
as allies. They are [in fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them among

you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the wrongdoing people. )
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Ash-Shaykh Saalih bin Fawzan bin Abdullah Al-Fawzan said in 'Sharh risaalat ad-dalaa'il
fee hukm muwaalaat ahl-alishraak’, page 22: If someone is secure in a Muslim land and

the disbelievers are pulled into the Muslim lands and come with their armies to invade the
Muslim lands, like what occurred in the end of the Abbasi Caliphate, when the Shi'a ibn
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Algamee, the minister of the Caliph, and another filthy shia, Naseer-ud-deen Al-Toosee,
brought the Tatars into the Muslim lands. Whilst they claimed Islam, they planned for them
and enabled their takeover of the Muslim lands. So he apostates from Islam, even if he
hates the religion of the non-Muslims.

So allying with the ,Us (disbelievers), bringing them to the Muslim lands so that they
can invade and slaughter the Muslims is a Wl (&« z 5« ST ,4s (major disbelief that
exits one from the religion) and this is Ul (= z )30 olas i (disbelief of action that
exits one from the fold of Islam) as agreed upon by all the scholars of the past and
present, and by all the 41 (Ummah: nation) except by the one who Allah has blinded
his insight.

Likewise the spy who allies with the ,L< (disbelievers), reporting to them in order to cause
harm to the Muslims, to gain a small worldly benefit, falls under this same ruling.

AIIah says in Chapter Al-Mumtahanah, 60, verse 1:
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O you who have believed, do not take My enemies and your enemies as allies, extending
to them affection while they have disbelieved in what came to you of the truth, having
driven out the Prophet and yourselves [only] because you believe in Allah, your Lord. If
you have come out for jihad in My cause and seeking means to My approval, [take them
not as friends]. You confide to them affection, but | am most knowing of what you have
concealed and what you have declared. And whoever does it among you has certainly
strayed from the soundness of the way.

als Loy 05T as ol G185 Lyl S Jal e OS5 ccroaled] oo oy OIS Tia Glals
le aliog dle dlil olin &l Jsny ade Lali . oladial Gula IS S gl (i yd oo oSG
cots3al 5uatlly paleadl aling dde dlil hn ol 5als cagall Lelal (ads L & gid
I o3 e 3150l e dingg (LS (S 1ia Gbla aand "Uyud agale ac caglll” Ly
iy S35l ¢ [aagye o] by dole dtl olo dlil Jouuy ole ade Loy pgalay @S0 Ja
SUSI A8 3T, 3T b Gad dleal Lol olli (le doun, il allals [y ansic

97



The story of Hatib bin Abi Balta'ah is the reason behind revealing the beginning of this
honourable Chapter. Hatib was among the Early Emigrants and participated in the battle of
Badr. Hatib had children and wealth in Makkah, but he was not from the tribe of Quraysh.
Rather, he was an ally of "Uthman. When the Messenger of Allah decided to conquer
Makkah, after its people broke the peace treaty between them, he ordered the Muslims to
mobilise their forces to attack Makkah, and then said, (O Allah! Keep our news concealed
from them.) Hatib wrote a letter and sent it to the people of Makkah, with a woman from
the tribe of Quraysh, informing them of the Messenger's intent to attack them. He wanted
them to be indebted to him so that they would grant safety to his family in Makkah. Allah
the Exalted conveyed this matter to His Messenger , because He accepted the Prophet's
invocation to Him to conceal the news of the attack. The Prophet sent someone after the
woman and retrieved the letter. This story is collected in the Two Sahihs (Al-Bukhari and
Muslim).

The ,all &a 4. (contemporary murjiah) use this story as a proof for the one who is spying
on the Muslims, saying that the Messenger (sl 4le &l sLa) did not kill Hatib bin Abi
Balta'ah, so therefore spying in order to aid the i< (disbelievers) against the Muslims is
merely a sin and not ,i< (disbelief) according to them. But let us see what the scholars of
the ddlall Cilull (Pious Predecessors) said about the spy.
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Shaykh-ul-Islam said: Whoever rushes to the camp of the Tatar and joins them has

apostated and his wealth and blood are lawful (to take). (Narrated from Ad-durur Al-
Sanniyyah 8/338, and majmoo' ar-rasaa'il an-najdiyyah 3/35)
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Ibn-ul-gayyim said: And in it, meaning the story of Haatib, is the permissibility of killing the
spy even if he is Muslim, because Umar asked the Messenger of Allah (sl e 4l ols)
permission to kill Haatib bin Abi Balta'ah when he sent his communication to the people of
Makkah. And the Messenger of Allah (alus «le 4l (Lo ) did not say: Killing him is not
permissible because he is Muslim, rather he said: “You do not know, perhaps Allah has

overlooked the wrongs of the people of Badr”. So he said “do as you wish”. So he
answered with that there was something preventing him being killed, which was his
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witnessing of Badr, so this answer shows that the killing of the spy does not have the likes
of this impediment. This is the Madhab of Malik and one of the positions of the Madhab of
Ahmad. (Zaad-ul-ma'aad 3/423)
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The 'Alaamah Badr-ud-deen Abu Muhammad bin Ahmad Al-Ainee said in his book
'Umdat-ul-qaari sharh sahih al-bukhari' about this hadith(statement of the Messenger): Ad-
daawoodee said: “The spy is killed and the killing was only negated from Haatib because
of what the Prophet (alws wle dil (L) knew from him”. And ibn Wahm from the Maalikees
said: “He is killed except if he repents”. And from some of them: “He is killed if it is a habit
of his”. And ibn Al-Maajashoon said that. And ibn Al-Qaasim said: “He is beheaded
because his repentance is not known”.
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Ash-Shaykh Sa'eed bin Wahb Al-Qahtaani said: | heard Shaykh Abdul-Aziz bin Abdillah
bin baaz say: This hadith(statement of the Messenger) is great and in it is the prohibition of
spying if that involves harm to the Muslims or there is no benefit to the Muslims. And
spying in what harms the Muslims is a reason for killing the spy. But this man (Haatib bin
abi balta'ah) has a doubt and this is that the Prophet (alws «le 4l sLo) brought forth an
excuse for him from two matters: This issue not being clear to him , And him being from
the people that fought in Badr. As for he who does this from the Muslims then he is killed

because this is apostasy from the religion except in the case of Haatib. May Allah be
pleased with him.
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And ibn Baaz also said in Fataawa Islaamiyyah Jam' Muhammad bin Abdil-Aziz 3:
Question five from Fatwa No. 6901: As for the the i< (disbelievers) who are fighting the
Muslims then it is not permissible to aid them in anything. And aiding them against the
Muslims is from the nullifiers of Islam, as in the statement of Allah: (And whoever is an ally
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to them among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them)

Haatib fought in Badr and a verse was revealed about him, so his case is not like the spies
of today in any way. Now the revelation is complete and who from these spies can claim to
have the same merits as Haatib? So those that compare these two are in a major error.
Especially now in this age, the spies present a great danger to Muslims. They aid the <
(disbelievers) by secretly recording and translating the communications of the Muslims and
even sit in the mosques waiting for the moment to pounce on their prey, dressed in clothes
of the Muslims, growing the beard and praying in the front row. While at the same time
they are hacking the phones of brothers and seeking to aid in imprisoning them. They are
so deluded to think that are in the fold of Islam! How can they be, whilst all the scholars
agree that they have disbelieved and deserve to be killed? This case is in no way similar to
the case of Haatib, and comparing these lowly people to him is in reality an insult to Haatib
ibn Balta'ah, the Sahaabee, who had an illustrious history fighting in the path of Allah. The
Messenger (sl «le 4l sla) did not state that it was impermissible to kill the spy, but
rather Haatib had an excuse, which was known by the Messenger due to the revelation
still being sent down. But now the revelation has ceased and we do not have anything to
tell us the individual situation of the hearts of the people. So we can not compare the
exceptional case of Haatib to the spy of today. There are many clear proofs about the
impermissibility of spying and the one who bases their opinion just on this hadith
(statement of the Messenger) while ignoring the clear proofs is someone who has a
diseased heart. As Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'idah, 5, verse 52
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So you see those in whose heatrts is disease hastening /nto [association with] them,
saying, "We are afraid a misfortune may strike us." But perhaps Allah will bring conquest
or a decision from Him, and they will become, over what they have been concealing within

themselves, regretful.
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And it came in Sahih Muslim, in the 'Chapter of Killing the spy and whoever kills him then
he has his belongings': Zuhair bin Harb told us, Umar bin Yunus al-Hanafee told us:
Ikramah bin Ammaar told us: lyaas bin Salama told us that Salama bin Al-Akwa' said: We
fought the Battle of Hawazin along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him).
(One day) when we were having our breakfast with the Messenger of Allah (may peace he
upon him), a man came riding a red camel. He made it kneel down, extracted a strip of
leather from its girth and tethered the camel with it. Then he began to take food with the
people and look (curiously around). We were in a poor condition as some of us were on
foot (being without any riding animals). All of a sudden, he left us hurriedly, came to his
camel, untethered it, made it kneel down, mounted it and urged the beast which ran off
with him. A man on a brown she-camel chased him (taking him for a spy). Salama (the
narrator) said: | followed on foot. | ran on until | was near the thigh of the she-camel. |
advanced further until | was near the haunches of the camel. | advanced still further until |
caught hold of the nose-string of the camel. | made it kneel down. As soon as it placed its
knee on the ground, | drew my sword and struck at the head of the rider who fell down. |
brought the camel driving it along with the man's baggage and weapons. The Messenger
of Allah (may peace be upon him) came forward to meet me and the people were with him.
He asked: Who has killed the man? The people said: Ibn Akwa'. He said: Everything of the
man is for him (Ibn Akwa").

The ,all 4ia s (contemporary murjiah) claim that we can not apply the ruling on a person,
unless if we know the situation in his heart. But as we mentioned the revelation has now
ceased and so we have to rule by what is apparent from his deeds. This has been affirmed
by the statement of Umar (May Allah be pleased with him).
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It came in Sahih Al-Bukhri in the 'Book of Witnesses': Al-Hakam bin Naafi' told us: Shu'aib
informed us, from Az-Zuhri who said: Hameed bin Abdur-rahmaan bin Awf told us that
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Abdullah bin Utbah said: | heard Umar bin Al-Khattaab (May Allah be pleased with him)
say: People were (sometimes) judged by the revealing of a Divine Inspiration during the
lifetime of Allah's Apostle but now there is no longer any more (new revelation). Now we
judge you by the deeds you practice publicly, so we will trust and favour the one who does
good deeds in front of us, and we will not call him to account about what he is really doing
in secret, for Allah will judge him for that; but we will not trust or believe the one who
presents to us with an evil deed even if he claims that his intentions were good.

And this is confirmed in the authentic sunnah.
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And Muslim narrated in the 'Book of Zakaat', the 'Chapter of the Khawaarij and their
characteristics', Qutaibah bin Sa'eed told us: Abdur-rahman informed us from Ummaarah
bin Al-Qa'Qaa': Abdur-rahman bin Abi Na'eem told us that he heard Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri
say: 'Ali b. Abu Talib sent to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) from
Yemen some gold alloyed with clay in a leather bag dyed in the leaves of Mimosa flava. He
distributed it among four men. 'Uyaina b. Hisna, Agra' b. Habis and Zaid al-Khail, and the
fourth one was either Algama b. 'Ulatha or 'Amir b. Tufail. A person from among his
(Prophet's) Companions said: We had a better claim to this (wealth) than these (persons).
This (remark) reached the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) upon which he

said: Will you not trust me, whereas | am a trustee of Him Who is in the heaven? The news
comes to me from the heaven morning and evening. Then there stood up a person with
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deep sunken eyes, prominent cheek bones, and elevated forehead, thick beard, shaven
head, tucked up loin cloth, and he said: Messenger of Allah, fear Allah. He (the Holy
Prophet) said: Woe to thee. do | not deserve most to fear Allah amongst the people of the
earth? That man then returned. Khalid bin Walid then said: Messenger of Allah, should |
not strike his neck? Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) said: Perhaps he may be observing
the prayer. Khalid said: How many observers of prayer are there who profess with their
tongue what is not in their heart? Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon
him) said: | have not been commanded to pierce through the hearts of people, nor to split
their bellies (insides). He again looked at him and he was going back. Upon this he (the
Holy Prophet) said: There would arise a people from the progeny of this (man) who would
recite the Qur'an glibly, but it would not go beyond their throats; they would (hurriedly) pass
through (the teachings of their) religion just as the arrow passes through the prey. |
conceive that he (the Holy Prophet) also said this: If | find them | would certainly kill them
as were killed the (people of) Thamud.

By saying that we have to look into the hearts of the people to establish the ruling on them,
then the ,~all &a . (contemporary murjiah) have deviated from the texts of the sunnah
and the understanding of the noble companions. They have differed with the .l Jai
(people of sunnah) in their understand of i< (disbelief), claiming that disbelief can only
occur through outwardly rejecting Islam, confirming what is in their hearts. Whereas the Jai
41l (people of sunnah), follow the narrations, and judge by what is apparent from the
deeds and sayings of a person.
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Al-lmam Humaidee said (As-sunnah of Al-Khilaal (3/586. 1028) and Al-laalakaa'ee
narrated in Sharh Al-Usool I'tiqaad Ahl-us-sunnah 5/957. 1593) said: | was informed that a
people say whoever affirms Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj but doesn't do any of that until
he dies, or he prays reclining his back, with his back to the giblah until he dies, then he is a
believer if he hasn't rejected that and knows that leaving that is in his L/ (faith), he
affirms the 24,4 (obligatory duties) and the obligation to face the giblah, then | say that this
is clear ,i<(disbelief) in Allah that opposes the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of His
Messenger and the actions of the Muslims. Allah says: (inclining to truth, and to establish
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prayer and to give zakah. And that is the correct religion). Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said:
Whoever says this then he has disbelieved in Allah and has rejected the order of Allah and
what the Messenger (sl wle 4l Ls ) has come with.
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Shaykh-ul-Islam said in Majmoo'-ul-Fatawa (7/557): “So those who speak with the view of
Jahm and as-Saalihee have made it clear that insulting Allah and His Messenger and
saying that Allah is one of three and every other statement of disbelief is not internal
disbelief, but it is in reality an outward indication of disbelief and despite this it is possible
for this one who insulted to be one who acknowledges Allah, unifying (his belief and
worship) for Him and a believer in Him internally. So when the proof is established against
them, either by way of textual evidence or a consensus on this issue, they reply, “This
means that such acts necessitate internal rejections and that ;,L.¥/ (faith) necessitates the
absence of that”
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And Shaykh-ul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah in Majmoo'-ul-fatawa (7/621): It became clear that the
Religion requires both Words and Actions, and that it is impossible that a person is a
believer in Allah and His Messenger by his heart, or by his heart and tongue, and yet did

not perform any of the apparent obligations; neither prayers, or zakah, or fasting, or
anything else from these obligations.
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Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin Abul-Wahhaab in 'Ad-Durur As-sinniyah fee Al-
Ahwabah An-najdiyyah (2/124)' and 'Majmoo' Ar-rasaa'il wal-masaa'il an-najdiyyah
(4/37): There is no difference of opinion between the Ummah that Tawheed must be
in the heart (that is with knowledge), with the tongue (that is with statement) and
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with the actions (that is by executing the commands and the prohibitions). So if
anything is missing from this then the man is not Muslim. If he affirms Tawheed but
does not act upon it then he is an obstinate 5ls (disbeliever) like Pharaoh and
Iblees. If he acts with tawheed openly but doesn't believe in it inwardly then he is a
clear &ilws (hypocrite), who is more more evil than the ,ils (disbeliever), and Allah
knows best.

The extreme <a - (murjiah) of nowadays say that even if the person abuses Allah and His
Messenger then we need to look into the situation of his heart before we declare him to be
a 8K (disbeliever). This is not the case as explained by Shaykh-ul-Islam because the
reality is that actions are a part of LY/ (faith). Although the ,aall s ,. (contemporary
murjiah) claim that they believe that actions are a part of ;LY (faith), this is just a claim.
For if they were true in their claim then they would never say that if someone commits
clear and apparent i (disbelief) by their action, that we have to see the affair of the heart.
Whereas only Allah knows the matters of the heart. As Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida,
5, verse 7: ) o
Indeed, Allah is Knowing of that within the breasts.

We have spoken about the ruling of allying with those < (disbelievers) that are fighting
us. Islam is the religion of justice so as for the ,Li<lII (disbelievers) who do not fight us and
do not abuse us, then we treat them with the good manners of Islam, treating them nicely,
as Allah says in Chapter Al-Mumtahinah, 60, verse 9:
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Allah only forbids you from those who fight you because of religion and expel you from
your homes and aid in your expulsion - [forbids] that you make allies of them. And

whoever makes allies of them, then it is those who are the wrongdoers.

And Allah says in Chapter Lugman, 31, verse 15:
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But if they endeavour to make you associate with Me that of which you have no
knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this] world with appropriate
kindness and follow the way of those who turn back to Me [in repentance]. Then to Me will
be your return, and | will inform you about what you used to do.
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On the authority of Asmaa' Bint Abi Bakr she said "My mother came to visit me one day. At
that time she was still a polytheist and there was a pledge between the Prophet, and
Quraish. | requested the Prophet's religious verdict and said: “Oh Prophet of Allah, my
mother came to visit me, seeking my help; should | keep a good relationship with her?”

The Prophet sl wle 4l Lo said“Yes, keep a good relation with her”. Reported by Al-
Bukhari and Muslim
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The types of major disbelief
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Al-lmam Ibn-ul-Qayyim (madaarij-us-saalikeen 1/337) had the opinion that the major
disbelief was of 5 types:

1. Disbelief of denial

2. Disbelief of pride and refusal with attestation

3. Disbelief of avoidance

4. Disbelief of doubt

5. Disbelief hypocrisy
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And Shaykh-ul-Islam ibn Abdil-wahab agreed with him in Ad-durur As-sanniyyah (71)
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And Imam Al-Baghawi mentioned that disbelief is of four types
1. Disbelief of denial

2. Disbelief of rejection

3. Disbelief of stubbornness

4. Disbelief of hypocrisy

1 waasill Jgall j4s (Disbelief of ignorance denial)
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Ash-Shaykh Haafidh ibn Ahmad Al-Hakamee (May Allah have Mercy on him) in his book
'‘A'laam As-sunnat-ul-manshoorah li-i'tiqaad at-taa'ida an-naajiyyah al-mansoorah': It is
what is apparent and hidden like most of the < (disbelievers) of the Quraish and those
before them from the nations that Allah talked about in his statement: (Those who deny
the Book and that with which We sent Our messengers - they are going to know,)

2 Bl s sbilg yLshiul J4sg(Disbelief of pride and refusal with
attestation)

Allah says in Chapter Al-Bagarah, 2, verse 34
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And [mention] when We said to the angels, ”Prostrate before Adam", SO they prostrated,
except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and became of the disbelievers.

3 u9aall ,4s (disbelief of rejection)
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It is the concealing of the truth and the absence of submission to it openly with the

knowledge of it inwardly, like the i< (disbelief) of Pharaoh and his people in Moses. And
the disbelief of the Jews in Muhammad (sl wle <l olo)

Allah says about the i< (disbelief) of Pharaoh and his people in Chapter An-Naml, 27,
verse 14:
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And they re/ected them, Wh/le the/r [inner] selves were convmced thereof, out of injustice
and haughtiness. So see how was the end of the corrupters.

And Allah says about the Jews in Chapter Al-Baqarah, 2, verse 89:

2. L
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but [then] when there came to them that which they recognised, they disbelieved in it;

3 uale¥isss g (Disbelief of avoidance)
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Avoiding the remembrance of Allah as Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdil- Wahhaab said in
‘Nullifiers of Islam': Avoiding the religion of Allah so he does not learn it and he doesn't act
upon it, and the proof is the saying of Allah: (And who is more unjust than one who is
reminded of the verses of his Lord; then he turns away from them? Indeed We, from the
criminals, will take retribution.)
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Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahab said: Disbelief of Doubt and it it the Disbelief of
conjecture, the proof is the saying of Allah most high: ( And he entered his garden while

he was unjust to himself. He said, "I do not think that this will perish — ever.)

5 @il 859 (Disbelief of hypocrisy)
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This is the absence of affirmation and action of the heart while having an apparent
submission to be seen by the people, like the < (disbelief) of Abdullah bin Salul and his
group and those that Allah said about them: ( They [think to] deceive Allah and those who

believe, but they deceive not except themselves and perceive [it] not. *# In their hearts is
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disease, so Allah has increased their disease )

Y 44U (The Minor Kufr)

All these previously mentioned categories are the 4l ;e ¢ 50 <Y1 &I (the major disbelief
that exits one from the fold of Islam).
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As for the Minor Disbelief then this is every sin that Allah has named as disbelief whilst still
affirming ;L] (faith) for the one who does it, either by a text or by consensus. For example
the statement of the Messenger (aluy wle 4l (Ls ) in Sahih Al-Bukhari on the authority of

Jarir that he (alws wle 4l slo) said: “Do not (become infidels) revert to disbelief after me by
striking the necks (cutting the throats) of one another (killing each other)”
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Al-Haafidh ibn Hajr: The meaning is don't do the actions of the ,L< (disbelievers) so that
you become like them in that they kill each other.

So in the hadith(statement of the Messenger) reported in Sahih-al-Bukhari, the Messenger
(plews wle dl sLs) names the killing of each other, Muslims killing Muslims is a type of <
(disbelief). However, we have a verse in the Quran where Allah names those believers that
fight and kill other as 'believers'. Allah says in Chapter Al-Hujaraat, 49, verse 9:

Lo Isalials 1SESE Gpaadll Gre EEL o
And if two factions among the believers should fight, then make settlement between the
two

Allah names these two parties that are fighting to kill each other as believers, giving them
the quality of ;L..¥I (faith), so long as they do not judge that killing the Muslim is Jja
(permissible). So by naming these two parties with LY/ (faith), we know that they have
not committed ,<¥I ,i<ll (major disbelief), but rather they have committed ,io¥! i<l
(minor disbelief).
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Al-Bukhari narrated: Abdullah bin Maslamah told us, from Malik, from Zaid bin Aslam, from
Ataa' bin Yassaar, from ibn Abbaas who said: The Prophet (alws wle &l oLo) said: "l was
shown the Hell-fire and that the majority of its dwellers were women who were ungrateful."
It was asked, "Do they disbelieve in Allah?" (or are they ungrateful to Allah?) He replied,
"They are ungrateful to their husbands and are ungrateful for the favours and the good
(charitable deeds) done to them. If you have always been good (benevolent) to one of
them and then she sees something in you (not of her liking), she will say, 'l have never
received any good from you."

In this hadith(statement of the Messenger), the Sahaba, who were most knowledgeable of
the religion asked 'Do they disbelieve in Allah' because they understood from the speech
of the Messenger ';,,&.' that they had committed L& (disbelief). But the Messenger (4 Lo
alws wale ) directed them to the reality of the situation, that the < (disbelief) being spoken
about is the oY1 &Il (minor kufr) that does not exit one from the religion.

Besides these examples there are other verses and ahadith(statements of the Messenger)
that mention i< (disbelief) for the ones that carry out particular actions. It is not possible
for someone to state without an evidence that this ,i< (disbelief) is minor except if they
have a proof from the Quran and Sunnah or a scholarly consensus which indicates that.
So when a text comes which describes the one who does this action as still having L)
(faith) then this i< (disbelief) is the ,axs¥! ,i<Il (minor kufr) which does not exit one from
the fold of Islam.

Y 3ldudl (Minor Hypocrisy)

It is important to mention that not every type of hypocrisy is an act which takes one out of
the fold of Islam.
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Al-Bukhari narrated in the book of belief: Qabeesah bin Ugbah told us: Sufyah told us,
from Al-A'mash, from Abdullah bin Marrah, from Masrooq, from Abdullah bin Amr that the

Prophet (alws wle 4l (L) said: "Whoever has the following four (characteristics) will be a
pure hypocrite and whoever has one of the following four characteristics will have one
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characteristic of hypocrisy unless and until he gives it up. Whenever he is entrusted, he
betrays. Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie. Whenever he makes a covenant, he proves
treacherous. Whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent, evil and insulting
manner."
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Al-Haafidh said in 'Fath-ul-Baaree' in the commentary to this hadith(statement of the
Messenger): An-Nawawi said: This hadith(statement of the Messenger), many of the
scholars considered it ambiguous because this betraying is found in the Muslim who it is
agreed upon that he doesn't have the ruling of ,i< (disbelief). He said: And there is no
problem in it, rather its meaning is authentic and what is said by the hadith(statement of
the Messenger) authenticators: Its meaning is that this is a betraying hypocrisy and the

one that does it is like the (niilis (hypocrites) in this betrayal and he is behaving with their

manners.
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And Al-Haafidh said: And it is in Abu Daawood and At-tirmidhee from the hadith(statement

of the Messenger) of Zaid bin Argam abridging his statement “If the man makes a promise

to his brother and he intends to fulfil it but then doesn't fulfil it, then there is no sin upon

him

Summarising and refuting the belief of the jall dia s (contemporary
murjiah)

The belief of the a1l (murjiah) differs greatly with the belief of 4.l Jai (The People of
Sunnah) in the issue of ,i!ls ;L¥! (faith and disbelief). &ull Jai (The People of Sunnah)
agree that LY/ (faith) is speech, action, and belief. So by not entering the speech into
Slea¥l (faith), these L . (murjiah) differ greatly from the belief of 4i..!l Jai (The People of
Sunnah). While at the same time they claim to follow the <iL.!l z¢is (methodology of the
pious predecessors). So their danger is even greater, for if one is not aware of their signs
then he may follow them believing that he is following the —al..!l z¢is (Mmethodology of the
pious predecessors)! The ,all 4ia s (contemporary murjiah) confuse the people by saying
that actions enters into LY/ (faith), but they do not intend the same meaning as 4!l Jai
(The People of Sunnah). The belief of <..ll Jai (The People of Sunnah) is that actions are
a {aall L yi (condition of validity) of LY/ (faith). This means that there is no LY/ (faith)
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for the one who doesn't have any actions. The .sll 4ia . (cOntemporary murjiah) say that
actions are a JLXII L& (condition of perfection). This means that the actions are just
something which perfect the LY/ (faith).

As for the issue of i< (disbelief) then they only consider JMail (to permit what Allah has
forbade) and _.XX5 (disbelief in the heart) to be the disbelief which exits one from the fold of
Islam. So by doing this they do not make .G (describing a person with apostasy) of the
one who deserves to be labelled as a sKK (disbeliever), thus they are the opposite of the
c_lsa (khawaarij), as the ¢, lsa (khawaarij) are those who exit the Muslims from the fold of
Islam. They rebelled against Ali, considered many of the companions of the Messenger (
aluy wule Al sla) to be disbelievers. The ,aall &a e (contemporary murjiah) utilise the
statement of ibn Abbaas ', ;50 ', despite its weak chain of narration in order to say that
the ruler who has dismantled the law of Allah is still a Muslim. Even the one who is
supporting the i< (disbelievers) who are invading the Muslim lands and taking whatever
they can, they refer to this one as a Muslim ruler in order to legitimise his rule. The leaders
then do not see the danger of their actions, and thus never change and never rule by the
rule of Allah. The ,waall &a,. (contemporary Murjiah) confuse the people by using the
authentic proofs about the unjust ruler with the case of the apostate ruler. Then they
accuse the ones who perform the obligatory z s,a (rebellion) against the apostate ruler as
being z_,lss (khawaarij). While we know that the z,lsa (khawarij) rebelled against Ali.
Rather the brothers who fight against the apostate rulers love Ali and all the companions.

The belief of 4.l JaT (People of Sunnah) is between these two extremes, and agrees with
the scholars of the salaf from the past to the present. That is to only make ,.é< (describe
someone with apostasy) upon the ones who have committed acts of <¥I ,a<ll (major
disbelief) as proved by the Quran and the Sunnah.

The ,wall &, (contemporary murjiah) even support the spy who secretly hides amongst
the Muslims, working against them for the ,L< (disbelievers), seeking to imprison them.
They compare Hatib ibn Balta'ah who fought in Badr and who the Messenger declared
innocent, to these spies who side for the < (disbelievers) in order to gain a worldly
benefit. And if this is not allying with the L (disbelievers) then what is?!

By legitimising this act with the verdicts, many of the youth are confused into harming the
Muslim community by recording everything that occurs in the mosques and listening in on
the private conversations of people. This is clear ,& (disbelief) and we have mentioned the
proofs to this previously. So don't be confused if you find these people appearing to be
from the Muslims, praying in the front row, fasting supererogatory fasts and memorising
the Quran. This will not benefit them. Hatib ibn Balta'ah was cleared by the revelation
while it was still being sent down. No one from these spies will ever have the same
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privilege so we can not apply this special case to all of them.
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The verdict of the permanent committee of scholars refuting the beliefs
of the j,aall dia 0 (contemporary murji'ah) and their books, forbidding
from the young generation and the people to follow them and listen to

them.

In explaining what we have mentioned and to demonstrate that this is not merely an
academic discussion but rather has relevance to our present time. We have brought some
of the verdicts of the permanent committee of scholars that expose the methodology of the
saall éa . (contemporary murji'ah), demonstrating that although these people claim to be
upon the lall Calull zgis (methodology of the pious predecessors), that they are far from
it and pose a great danger in misleading sincere people to their corrupted way.

YN0V a3, e 3y 1y Lualall Egmnll Tudlall Lialll g 538

Hagrolad (odi dania ) 5 (LudSHl 4688 (e pdadll ) (S e il ) (ams Jlw 10w
@b s by pud Jaall T e elas Y cade () Slseas Lagils ¢ aladl s (ole
oo Uyae il ole oSl da (oiug delaadly Goadl Jal l) el sy (OLan
Olu aalill a5 g cquandl dil an ;) Loayudy IS ol Léladly o diasi ol ad¥] @
Ll e 3l el 8 8 pand GulST) fada o6 L

Gon (adSOl 48 o pdadll ) GBS o Gl o ¢Sl oo BSI Bl Gl a2y
(ool Lo ole S gian wadilgag Ganlo o slalall IS () LT Load qalall fsa (gle
iSills ggaadl S8 S g any Cpdll Jbld) geadl da 1l ade ole 4dlie ol -1
Lall Jal aule Lo A 1iag (22 4o 2 uila 6 o ) b Lo (aldll JMatin Yy
celadlyg Jadllyy Jsilhs el 0sSs LA () (e delaalls

Sua (118 /13 Glglls laadl ) (o - JlS &) dan; - i3S ol (e JAUT (o8 4dy a0 -2
Mas 15 o dubla gd 3

(248 o oo 138 Gl el wie (o € Buulid) (o8 (qenl H1a a1 ) 1S ol (e
el il dan ;) - S (ol das Lo 4 aagy ol oS3 uasll (o] Esa 1 e
Gola ] s 31 18 - 17 o (o -(odlad dll] dans ) - das Gl w3l G (ole o5 -3
aliie |y diyae e OIS 3] Y] DA adlw¥ ] frat wie (y6Ks ¥ Juakl oSl 5 LT QBT

113



ade 3L sd - dil dan - a0l e ¥ e U5 s 1ias il
Basll ade oo La) 1iag aali LS aguadag e loadly 2l Jal ol

aSal ) il (of -alll dany - anall o sene sl dlall dalecs alyl diiyas -4
51 o il e 1 iy geatl] 5 LSl QB gl ae 3 ( Eenaisll gl
e Laadly Ll JaT Buls (oo 8, 5S3l @l y b Guadl] T odg sy gl IS

) cladiall b LS dhaing ¥ Lo agadS Juoaty alall Jal o S5 e oIS (e dlalas -5

109 .1 duils 108

(2l 110 21 Lusla

(1T 50a) i Laligs cdltl J3iT Lo i aSa11 e cpsgill OIS @8 T LS -6
ble iag - adlll - davill dgalice ud Dlaadl sdn (o wagdll Gudat Llall 1 oo

- oSA GBS 6 1 wileasS LT aay (el dans ) Ll ULyl ole gMBYLy -7
Loyt ¥y Lagasks Seas ¥ GuliSI cpda o g8 Ladlall Lalll 5l 1igd - S0 LS dlay
o9y dudi o8 ] E,LLQQT LogilS mn iy ety yadilly Jalull oo Logad L ‘Laglglal ¥y
.“SJ-HA-A-LI L_é‘).tiw M - A4
Q: Some people ask about the two books entitled "Al-tahdhir min Fitnat Al-takfir (the
Warning Against the trial of Pronouncing Disbelief)" and "Sayhat Nadhir (the Cry of the
Warner)" compiled by "Ali Hasan Al-Halabi. The two books call to the Madh-hab (school of
jurisprudence) of Irja', which holds that actions are not a fundamental condition upon which
the soundness of Iman (Faith) depends, and relate this opinion to Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-
Jama’ah (those adhering to the Sunnah and the Muslim main body). The author based the
two books on distorted transmissions from Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, Al-Hafizh Ibn
Kathir, and others (may Allah be merciful with them all). The advisors hope to see
clarifications of the material of the books so that readers will be able to differentiate
between truth and falsehood.
A: After studying the two books, the Committee found that the book entitled Al-Tahdhir min
Fitnat Al-Takfir, compiled by "Ali Hasan Al-Halabi where he added to the sayings of
scholars in the introduction and commentaries, includes the following:

1. The author based the book on the invalid and innovated Madh-hab of Al-Murji'ah (a
deviant Islamic sect), who limit Kufr (disbelief) to denial, rejection, conscious Istihlal
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(believing that what is prohibited is to be made lawful) as seen on page 6, commentary 2,
and also page 22. This opinion opposes that of Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-dama’'ah who believe
that doctrinal disbelief, actions, statements, and/or doubt entail Kufr.

2. The author distorted facts when transmitting from Ibn Kathir (may Allah be merciful with
him) from Al-Bidayah wal Nihayah 13/118, where he stated in his commentary in page 15 -
as cited

from Ibn Kathir: "Verily, Genghis Khan claimed that Al-Yasiq was revealed by Allah and
that is why they were regarded as Kafirs (disbelievers)." When referring to the stated page,
the saying claimed to be Ibn Kathir's (may Allah be merciful with him) was not found.

3. He fabricated lies against Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah be merciful with him)
in pages 17-18, where he falsely related to him the claim that ruling by other than what
Allah has revealed was not considered Kufr by Sheikh-ul-Islam unless it is done out of
knowledge, belief, and Istihlal. This is sheer fabrication against Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn
Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him), who promoted the Madh-hab of the Salaf
(righteous predecessors), Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah, which is already mentioned;
however, this is the Math-hab of Al-Muriji'ah.

4. He fabricated the meaning intended by the knowledgeable Sheikh Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim (may Allah be merciful with him) in his treatise "Tahkim Al-Qawanin Al-Wad'iyyah"
(Seeking the Rulings of Man-made Laws), as he falsely claimed that the Sheikh considers
conscious Istihlal a condition for Kufr, although the statements of the Sheikh plainly
indicate that he followed the opinion of Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah.

5. He commented on the statements of the people of knowledge and implied that these
statements mean what they do not mean, as in page 108, commentary 1; page 109,
commentary 21; and page 110, commentary 2.

6. The book also lessens the sin of ruling by other than what Allah has revealed,
particularly on page 5, commentary 1, claiming that paying special attention to enforcing
Tawhid (belief in the Oneness of Allah) in this area is considered an imitation of the
Rafidah (a Shi'ah group denying the caliphates of Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq and "Umar ibn Al-
Khattab and making accusations against them and many other Companions of the
Prophet), and this is a grave mistake.

7. On examining the second book entitled "Sayhat Nadhir", the Committee found that it is a
supporting tool for the contents of the first book. Accordingly, the Permanent Committee
believes that it is not permissible to print, publish, or distribute the two books because of
the falsehood and fabrications they contain. We advise the author to fear Allah for himself
and for Muslims, especially the youth, and endeavour to acquire knowledge of the
Shari'ah (Islamic law) at the hands of scholars trusted for their knowledge and beliefs.
Knowledge is a trust which should not be spread unless it is in accordance with the Qur'an
and the Sunnah (whatever is reported from the Prophet). The author must renounce these
opinions and highly shameful approaches in distorting the statements of the people of
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knowledge. It is known that returning to the truth is a virtue and a cause of dignity for
Muslims.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions!
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The Standing Committee for Knowledgeable Research and verdicts looked into the book
'Dabt-ut-daabit fee Al-eemaan wa nawaariduh' of Salih Az-zahraani : So it was found to be
be a book that calls to the methodology of irja', because it doesn't consider the apparent
actions to enter into the reality of LY/ (faith). It is not permissible to spread or publish
this book, and it is obligatory on the author and the publisher to make repentance to Allah

and we warn the Muslims from this book consists of from the false methodology, defending
their belief and protecting their religion.
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Fatwa no: 20212: warning against the book "Ilhkam Al-Tagrir fi Ahkam Al-Takfir" of Al-
Muraad Shukree:
Q: These days, | came across a book entitled Ihkam al-Taqrir fi ahkam al-Takfir by Murad
Shukry, a Jordanian writer. | found that this writer was not a scholar nor did he study the
sciences of Shari'ah (Islamic law). In his book, he promoted the false doctrine of the
extremist Al-Murji'ah, which recognizes only one form of Kufr (disbelief), which is Kufr of
denial.
A: After reading the book mentioned above, it becomes clear that it confirms the doctrine
of Al-Murji'ah and promotes that there is only one form of Kufr, namely Kufr of denial and
rejection. The book exposes this heinous doctrine in the name of Sunnah and Shar'y
evidence as if it were the opinion of the scholars of the Salaf (righteous predecessors). On
the contrary, this reflects the author's ignorance of the truth and it confuses and misleads
young Muslims into believing that this is the opinion of the Salaf and competent
researching scholars of this Ummah, where as it is the doctrine of Al-Murji'ah who say that
sins do not affect one's Iman (Faith). According to them, Iman is just the inner belief and
Kufr takes place only by denial. This is negligence which is the opposite of the false
doctrine of the Al-Khawarij that goes to the other extreme in Takfir. Both of them are two
false and heinous doctrines that clearly lead to false results. Allah (may He be exalted)
guides Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah to the truth, the correct doctrine and the moderate
belief beyond the two extremes, stressing that a Muslim's honor and religion are inviolable
and it is not permissible to declare anyone a disbeliever without truth substantiated with
evidence. Such a sound belief confirms that Kufr may take place through sayings, actions,
abandonment of actions, beliefs and doubt, as proof from the Qur'an and Sunnah as
support. Therefore, it is not permissible to publish or print this book or to claim that its false
contents are based on sound evidence from the Qur'an and Sunnah or represent the way
of Ahl-ul-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah. The author and publisher of this book must repent to Allah,
for repentance wipes out sins. A person who does not have deep knowledge of the
Shari’ah should not engage in similar issues so that he may suffer harm and corrupt
disbelief more than the benefit and reform that he has wished to gain.
May Allah grant us success. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and Companions.
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When is z 9, (rebellion) against the ruler not permissible?

It is not permissible to make z 9,a (rebellion) against the ruler who is judging by the
rule of Allah even if he has some errors, so long as he is ruling by the @l
(Allah's legislation) that Allah has sent down.

We have already narrated the hadith (statement of the Messenger) collected in Sahih

Bukhari, Hadith no. 6723:
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On the authority Anas bin Maalik who said: The Messenger of Allah alig wle &l (Lo said:

"listen and obey, even if there is over you an Abyssinian slave, whose head is like a raisin”.

This and all the texts we have mentioned can be taken as proof that zs,a (khurooj:
rebellion) against the Muslim ruler is not permissible. Even if he be an oppressor that takes
your wealth and beats your back as mentioned in the hadith(statement of the Messenger):
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And in Sahih Muslim(3938): Hudhaifa bin al-Yamaan said: | said: "O Messenger of Allah!
Indeed we were in bad times, so Allah came to us with good. So we are in good now. So is
there after this good time, bad times?" He said: "Yes". | said: "After that bad time, will there
be good?" He said: "Yes". | said: "After that good time will there be bad?" He said: "Yes". |
said: "How?" He said: "There will be after me leaders that do not follow my guidance and
they do not follow my sunnah (teachings of the Messenger). And there will be amongst
them men who have the hearts of devils in the bodies of men". | said: "What shall | do (in

that time), O Messenger of Allah, in that time?" He said: "You listen and obey the leaders,
even if he beats your back and takes your wealth. Then hear and obey."
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Muhammad bin Abdil-A'laa informed us: Khalid (and he is ibn-ul-haarith) informed us:
Shu'bah informed us: from Yahya bin Husayn who said: | heard my grandfather say: |
heard the Messenger of Allah say in the farewell pilgrimage: "if an abysynian slave is over
you, ruling by the book of Allah, then listen to him and obey."

(narrated by an-nisaa'ee no. 7815)
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On the authority of Husain from his mother who said: | heard the Messenger of Allah give

the sermon in the farewell pilgrimage saying: O people! Fear Allah! Hear and Obey! Even
if there is Abyssinian Slave commanding over you ruling with Allah's book.’
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Imam Ahmad (1/82) narrated from Ali who said: The Messenger of Allah sent a troop
under the command of a man from the Al-Ansar. When they left, he became angry with
them for some reason and said to them, 'Has not the Messenger of Allah ordered you to
obey me?' They said, 'Yes'. He said, 'Collect some wood,' and then he started a fire. The
people almost entered the fire, but a young man among them said, 'You only ran away
from the Fire of Allah's Messenger. Therefore, do not rush until you go back to Allah's
Messenger, and if he commands you to enter it, then enter it." When they went back to

Allah's Messenger, they told him what had happened and the Messenger said, “Had you
entered it, you would never have departed from it. Obedience is only in righteousness.”
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Abu Daawood (2727) narrated with his chain from Abdullah bin Umar that the Messenger
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of Allah said: Hearing and obeying is upon the Muslim man, in whatever he loves or hates
so long as he isn't ordered with disobedience to Allah. So if he is ordered with
disobedience then there is no hearing and no obeying.
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From 'Ubaadah bin As-Saamit who said: the Prophet (slw 5 «le il sls) called us so we
pledged allegiance to him, so he said regarding what he had from upon us: "That we
pledge upon hearing and obeying, in what we like and dislike, in our hardship and our
ease, and we should not dispute the authority of its people unless we saw an lals |,5<
(open kufr) upon which we had a ;la ;. (proof) from Allah.

(Agreed upon. AlBukhari 6647. Muslim 3926. Ahmad 23834)

When we take all the hadith(statements of the Messenger) that have been previously
mentioned, it is clear that these ahadith(statements of the Messenger) are not talking
about the apostate ruler who rules by other than what Allah has revealed. Rather they are
talking about the severely oppressive ruler who is judging by the rule of Allah. So even
under such a biting, hard rule, ¢z s, (rebellion) is not permissible So it is not permissible
to rebel against the one who judges by the rule of Allah. Rather if they rule by the law
of Allah, establishing his laws, spreading justice and establishing the Jihad, then it is
obligatory to obey him. The warning for the one who rebels against the Muslim ruler who
judges by the rule of Allah is mentioned in the hadith(statement of the Messenger):
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Abu daawood narrated (3758)with his chain on the authority of Abu Dharr who said: The

Messenger of Allah said: "whoever splits from the jamaa'ah by the length of a handspan
then the bond of Islam has been taken from his neck."

This warning is for the one who rebels against the Muslim ruler. The murji'ah of today who
claim to call to the methodology of the Salaf-us-Salih claim that this hadith(statement of
the Messenger) obligates obedience to the apostate ruler and use it as a tool to attack Jai
deLaally &uull (@hlus-sunnah wal-jama'ah) and call them ¢z lsa (khawaarij), but this can not
be the case as we have already proved that ¢ s,a (rebellion) against the non-muslim ruler
is an obligation.
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As for personally judging by the rule of Allah, then we need to judge our disputes in all
matters by the rules of Allah and not go to =l (taaghoot: the tyrant) to settle them. It is
well known in our times that when a man and woman wish to contract a marriage, they will
do so according to the 4a. .1l (Legislation of Allah), seeking witnesses, perhaps going to
the Imam of the Masjid to conduct the proceedings. But then when there is a break-up or
divorce, they go to the non-muslim courts so that each party can gain as much financial
benefit as they can under the kuffar's legal system. Rather the Muslim must submit to the
law of Allah in all situations and not find any enmity in his heart towards those rulings. As
Allah says in Chapter Al-Ahzaab, 33, verse 36:
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It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a
matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and
His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error.
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Cadfghall asa (o8 | glao (adll ¢ geudl cLals (Observations and refutations of
the belief of the contemporary murji'ah regarding the understanding of
ruling by other than what Allah revealed and the strike to the scholars of
evil that enter into the ruling of the tyrant)

oY1 dgaidl (The first doubt)

The contemporary murji'ah claim that those that have chosen man-made laws such as
democracy, secularism, communism and tribalism over the sharee'ah have only committed
a minor kufr or a sin based on the statement of ibn Abbaas: ,i< ;s ,8< (kufr less than
major kufr). This statement was made by a ==~ (companion), who lived in the time of
the best three generations, when the leaders ruled by the 4., (Legislation of Allah). So
the contemporary murji'ah try to confuse the people by applying this ruling to the rulers of
today. This causes the general masses to falsely believe that ruling by democracy,
communism or secularism is just a small matter that does not exit one from the fold of
Islam. So these corrupt scholars have become a tool to be used by the rulers to give
legitimacy to their rule of kufr.

We have mentioned many evidence from the Quran and Sunnah which proves the kufr of
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the ruler who rules of other than the 4 .21l (law of Allah). So this is not a small matter as
they claim. We have also looked at the statements of many of the al..ll(Pious
Predecessors) regarding this issue such as ibn Jarir:
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Just as ibn jarir said: on the authority of Imran bin Hadeer who said: A people from bani
amr bin sadoos came to abu majliz laahiqg in humaid ash-shaibaanee as-sadoosee, (they
were from the khawaarij) and they said: "oh abu majliz, do you see the ayaat. ( And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun), ( And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimun), (And
whosever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Fasiqun) are they
true?"
He said: "yes"
They said: "so do they rule by what Allah has revealed?"
(they meant the rulers and leaders of that time)
He said: "Islam is there religion which they speak with and call to, so if they leave
something from it, they know that they have earned a sin."
So they said to him: "no by Allah, you are scared"
Meaning you are afraid of the rulers and leader, and do not forget that those that asked
Abu Majliz, they were from the khawaarij who spoke with the takfir of the leaders and other

than them from those who committed the major sins. And Abu Majliz, was a strong
supporter of Ali bin Abi Taalib, who the khawaarij made takfir of.
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And ibn taymiyyah said in manhaj as-sunnah (5/131): "As for the one who implements the
ruling of Allah and His Messenger, openly and secretly, but he disobeys and follows his
desires, then he is like the disobedient ones.
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And ibn al-gayyim said in madarij as-saalikeen (1/336): If he believes the obligation of
ruling by what Allah has revealed in this particular situation and he disobediently turns

away from it recognising that he is deserving of punishment, then this is ,asi ,i< (minor
kufr).
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Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin Ibrahim Aal-ash-shaykh said in "tahkeem-al-gawaaneen":
Indeed from the clear major kufr, is the descent of the cursed legislations, to a place of that

which the trustworthy spirit was sent with (the quran) to the heart of Muhammad, to be
from the warners. With a plain Arabic tongue, judging between all creation.
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Shaykh Al-Uthaymeen said in 'Explanation of the Three Principles' pg 154-155: Ruling by
what Allah has revealed is from Tawhid-Ar-Ruboobiyyah, because implementing the rule of
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Allah necessitates His Lordship, as well as the completeness of His Dominion and
Administration. For this reason Allah named those that follow other what Allah has
revealed, as taking Lords by following them. As Allah said: {They take their rabbis and
their monks to be their lords besides Allah, and (they take as their Lord) Christ the son of
Mary; yet they were commanded to worship but One Allah: there is no god but He. Praise
and glory to Him: (Far is He) from having the partners they associate (with Him).} [Chapter
At-Tawbah, verse 31], so Allah called this taking of Lords when they set them up as
legislators along with Allah. And He named those who followed them as worshippers.when
they humbled themselves before them and obeyed them in whatever differed with the rule
of Allah, Most High and Exalted.

And 'Adee bin Haatim said to the Messenger of Allah (alw 5 «le &l 4Lo) : “Indeed they
didn't worship them.” So the Prophet (slw 5 «le 4l (Ls) said: “Rather they prohibited the

allowed (J~) and they allowed the prohibited (»/~) , so they (the Christians and Jews)
followed them and this is their worshipping of them.”

When you understand that, know that whoever rules by other than what Allah reveals, and
wants to make judgement to other than Allah and His Messenger, then these verses show

the negation of ;LY ! (Eemaan: belief) from him, and the verses show his disbelief, wrong-
doing and disobedience.
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And he said (page 158): So we say: Whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed,
degrading and despising it, or believing that other than the 4,21l (law of Allah) is more

correct than it, or more beneficial for the creation, or like that, then he is a ;e s a0 [, 6K

LI (disbeliever who has committed a disbelief which exits him from the fold of Islam).
From those are the ones who place legislations that differ with the Islamic legislation to be
a way for the people to follow. For indeed they do not place these un-Islamic legislations
except because they believe that they are better and more beneficial for the the creation.
So it is known by necessity from the intellect and from the natural disposition of a person
that people do not turn away from a way to a way that differs from it except for the reason
that they believe that what they have turned to is better, and what they have turned away
from is deficient.

124



02%, . 220

wT Cygaesn Cadll 3] 55 0T s odlad g Jad : ¥ ael] Lla (VoV-Voo . a) (LG
150855 T Ly yal uiy cys Ll () L&A o7 5 s AS oo J33T Ly ) I Loy (5350
el 1% Sl U530 Go () (165 W (s 15153 {asnd 90 2l o1 S0l B8 o

2. Fgo0 0og 0 B . g $ so. . 4 - 0. I T I ¥ R Y T P
dj;@ = ‘mq_ﬁ..&.ﬂ Caodd La_) Laas ﬁe_\:\LuA.I |JJ d“.\S.Q}{ldj..Lua clie g %ﬁAL\.ll &a:\.b
I 4 4 I I e

0f20. o 0., © 28 . e By 2.0 . E . g3 i 8 (0 ° & 0.2 0 < . 2 0 -
M //. o -~ “/ - “/ /G /‘; /‘;/ ; - -
029, o 02 ¥ . o0gf0 .

. i B8, % o (f 2,8 2 & 0 o o - Z - 28 © 2 . 2. .
3) il oy ) 3L E Ot 3] Jgay o Gl Go 5 { Gl Y58 a0 gl Sy e

CISPRTF) S (O T PO 1§ O [V L v P PP oL W JOPA Pl AT

[Vo-e ad¥ ! elowill 8, 9] { Laales
1oliiay Golslio aa g Gl creall o¥5a (Jlas d] Cings

onny s @llad il aSa I Lo US gag e Lall ) aSaill 06y 1 Gsan pgsl oY)
d o aSa ole eliiely Lk 548 dlsenys dll a<a Al Lo Y caling ule &l olo
NPT O VS PPN TR IR B PN [P I [ . VP IRTL R I POUR | PR SN |
s sely lsas Jgwasdl (s ) J5T Lo ) lsen 13 agsl -4l

Osdlas lgsla-pgaiin (e Jia 07 Lhas-agunl ol Loy Luvmay gnna 13] agsl (EIG
OB lSAIL aSag MYl alSaT agll (2850 e JS Gadsilly Glaand Y] ul)l Lo agll
el JloaY 38l londl s elld 5 die Tacy Lot dallad

o Lo alay - dlas - 4l olivall dlliy cpdeaill lal cpead] Y58 - dilan - Hia o3
Y58 aguadil (o8 agd Jolg agdans o i Sols (Qlsls Lo CAIAS joal oy igiSh Lag agasls
bl e e pa ¥ Esaill & Uadl ga 060 T dsml Jlasy) oo LSl 5T o a5 Ll
Locad gy el calins anle dlil oloo il aun () 3,05 Y1 Gaudi ol daysll
Lysel D Y] Glad ] eay ¥ 4T 1550

by dale il ol cdltl Jgeny o] € 153 US (0 aSIaH 6K 0T Y

125



Sl gT leh g sdudtig aSa Lo Jsals anlidll Jumny O e Gl
And he said (page. 155-157): So as for the first group: Like the statement of Allah (Most
High): {Have you not seen those who claim to have believed in what was revealed to you,
[O Muhammad], and what was revealed before you? They wish to refer legislation to
Taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; and Satan wishes to lead them far
astray. } {And when it is said to them, "Come to what Allah has revealed and to the
Messenger," you see the hypocrites turning away from you in aversion.} {So how [will it be]
when disaster strikes them because of what their hands have put forth and then they
come to you swearing by Allah, "We intended nothing but good conduct and
accommodation." } {Those are the ones of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts, so
turn away from them but admonish them and speak to them a far-reaching word. } {And
We did not send any messenger except to be obeyed by permission of Allah. And if, when
they wronged themselves, they had come to you, [O Muhammad], and asked forgiveness
of Allah and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah
Accepting of repentance and Merciful. } {But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe
until they make you, [O Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have
judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.} [Chapter An-Nisaa, verse 60-65]
So Allah described these people that claim to believe, that they are _,sislie (Hypocrites), by
the following attributes.
Firstly: They want that judgement to be to «elll (at-taaghoot: the tyrant), and that is
everything that differs from the rule of Allah and His Messenger (slw swile atl (lo),
because whatever differers from the rule of Allah and His Messenger is Lk (exceeding
the bounds) and transgression against the rule of the One who owns the rule and to Him
returns the command. All of it is for Allah. Allah says: { Is it not His to create and to
govern? Blessed be Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds! } [Chapter Al-A'raf,
verse 54].
Secondly: When they are called to what Allah has revealed and His Messenger, they
deviate and turn away.
Thirdly: That when they are afflicted with a trial that their own hands have earned — from
that is that they stumble from their own doing, they come swearing that they only wanted
good conduct and accommodation. Like what has happened today, with laws being judged
by that differ from the rule of Islam claiming that it is for a good cause, to agree with the
conditions of contemporary times.
Then Allah censures from these that claim to believe and have the mentioned attributes,
because Allah (Most High) knows whats is in their hearts and whatsoever may differ from
what they say. And He ordered His prophet that he turn away from them. And speak to
them with good words. Then He clarified that wisdom of sending the Messengers that they
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be obeyed, not other than him from the people whether they have strong intellects or
expansive knowledge.
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And he said (page 157): The Second Type: So like His (The Most High's) statement: { And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun
(disbelievers).} [Chapter Al-Ma'idah, verse 44], and His statement: {And whosoever does
not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong
doers).} [Chapter Al-Ma'idah, verse 45], and His statement: {And whoever does not judge
by what Allah has revealed (then) such (people) are the Fasiqun (the rebellious i.e.
Disobedient to Allah)} [Chapter Al-Ma'idah, verse 47]. Have these three descriptions been
sent about one thing? With the meaning that whoever judges by other than what Allah
reveals then he is Disobedient, Wrong doing, Disbeliever(sLs oIl 3KS). This is because
Allah (Most High) has described the disbelievers with allll (az-zulm: wrong-doing) and
S«udll (al-fisq: disobedience). As Allah says: {And it is the disbelievers who are the Zalimun}
[Chapter Al-Bagarah, verse 254], and He (Most High) says: { for they rejected Allah and
His Messenger, and died in a state of perverse rebellion } [Chapter At-Tawbah, verse 84].
So every kaafir is an wrong-doer and disobedient.
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And he said (page 158): And whoever does not judge by the rule of Allah and He does not

degrade or despise it, and he doesn't believe that other than it is better than it, then he is a
alls (oppressive, wrong-doer) and he is not a kaafir, and the levels of his wrong doing differ
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depending on what is ruled and the means of the rule.

So after mentioning these different types of rulers, the Shaykh summarises when each
ruling applies, what is the foundation of this matter and exactly when we can say that it is
S 90 ,4S (kufr less than major kufr). So we do not cut up his statements and only take
that which agrees with our position as the contemporary murji'ah do today. Rather we have
presented all of his speech and conclude with what he concluded with:
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He said (page. 159): And there is a difference between the issues that are considered
legislation as a whole and the issues which are specific, that a judge has ruled with other
that the rule of Allah. Because those issues that are considered a whole general
legislation, are not possible to be from the previous type (minor disbelief), but it is only the
first type (the major disbelief that exits one from the religion), because he legislated in
opposition to Islam, and so only legislated because he believes that what he legislated is

better than Islam and more beneficial for the servants as has been indicated in what has
preceded.

The scholars from the past until the modern day have agreed upon what this statement of
S 40 ,8S (kufr less than major kufr) applies to. They agreed that the ruler who judges by
the 4a ,&ll (law of Allah) but sometimes makes mistakes then he has committed minor
disblief. But this ruling can not be applied to the one who completely replaced that da. .l
(law of Allah). How can it apply to this situation when all the scholars have agreed on that
the one who has dismantled the the law of Allah has exited the fold of Islam?

So these ,~all &a . contemporary murji'ah apply this ruling to those that have completely
changed the law of Allah to different systems of disbelief, from democracy and other than
that. While at the same time they say that the ruler who does this is still a Muslim. It is the
scholars of the contemporary murji'ah (!l {ia ;) who have made this ruling that have
caused the rulers throughout time to not fear changing the rule of Allah, whilst Allah has
clearly warned in Chapter Al-Ma'idah (5):
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And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun
(disbelievers).

128



We have demonstrated that the scholars throughout history, old and new have all agreed
on this simple fact, agreeing with the verse, that any ruler who does not rule by what Allah
has revealed then he has committed a major disbelief that exits him from the fold of Islam.
Whereas these .2l &a . (contemporary murji'ah) scholars they continue to support and
back up the apostate rulers. This in turn leads the general people to understand that the
rulers are Muslims and so no change is needed. When there is a group that calls to the
truth and recognises the apostasy of these rulers, these corrupt scholars label those
people calling to the truth as z,lsa (khawaarij), so that all the people begin to gather
against them. They then advise people to side with the kuffaar, speaking against the
Mujaahiddiin and working against them. So how will the rule of Allah ever be established if
the people remain on this understanding? When will the Muslim lands be free of the evils
that these rulers have brought into them? Such as alcohol, prostitution and banks that
operate with interest.

4l 4gaill (The second doubt)

This is their taking a part of the texts of the Quran and Sunnah and not connecting them to
other texts on the issue, using them to obligate obedience to any ruler even if he is a kaafir
who rules by other than the rule of Allah. They take the verse in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4,
verse 59:
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O you Who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of you (Mus/lms) who
are in authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His
Messenger, if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for

final determination.

The scholars of the contemporary murji'ah cut this verse off, so that the rulers are obeyed
unconditionally without referring to Allah and His Messenger as the verse commands us to
do.

The scholars of the Salaf did not have this same understanding that the contemporary
murji'ah bring. This is because they took all the evidences, treating the sharee'ah as one
body as mentioned by Imam Ash-Shaatibee:
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So the matter of the scholars with regards to knowledge was to see the sharee'ah as one

big picture, using part of it with its other parts. Just like the body parts of man are taken as
a whole.
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And Shaykh ul Islam ibn Taymiyyah said: If the Scholar distinguishes between what the
Messenger alss wule 4l 4Ls said and what he did not say, then he will need to understand
his intentions and comprehend what he said, and gather between the Ahadith (statements
of the Messenger) and bring together every thing in it's place. So he gathers between what
Allah gathered between Him and His Messenger. And he separates what Allah separated
between Him and His Messenger. This is the knowledge that benefits the Muslims and
accepting that is obligatory. This is how the scholars of the Muslims ruled like the Four
Imams and other than them.

For this reason the scholars did not see that the ruler should be obeyed unconditionally as
we have previously mentioned. As for the ,all 4 . are not following the methodology of
the pious predecessors and the scholars of the past. They do not join all the evidences
together but rather they take evidences alone, separating them from it's proper place and
not taking them as a whole. So this is why the general people are tricked into thinking they
are following the evidences.
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir: And for this reason Allah, Most High said : (Obey Allah)
meaning: follow his book. (Obey the Messenger) meaning: take hold of his sunnah. (And
those of you (Muslims) who are in authority) meaning in whatever they order with from
obedience to Allah, not in disobedience to Allah, because there is no obedience to a
created thing, if the act is in disobedience to Allah, as has came in the authentic
hadith(statement of the Messenger): "Obedience is only in s,2 1l (good things/acts of
obedience)".
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By taking these evidences and cutting them off so that the full understanding of them is
hidden, and not connecting them to other evidences in the Quran and Sunnah, these
corrupt scholars obligate the people to follow a =<l (taaghoot: tyrant) in any matter that
he orders. So then the people think that they have no excuse but to commit evil because
they were commanded with it. They may even think they are doing good by obeying this
evil!

Allah says in Chapter Al-Baqarah, 2, verse 159:
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Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs and guidance after We
made it clear for the people in the Scripture - those are cursed by Allah and cursed by

those who curse,

So these corrupt and evil scholars, conceal the evidence, taking a part and leaving a part,
just to support their disbelieving leaders, whilst at the same time they are well aware of all
these evidences. Then you have the poor ones who take from them, following blindly
without knowing whether there is a basis for their speech or not, who are even more
enthusiastic in calling to their misguidance, labelling every scholar and mujaahid (one who
fights for the sake of Allah) who calls and fights for the truth as a 4=, (khaarijee). If only
they reflected on this verse, perhaps they would be more inclined towards taking the whole
of the religion rather than just a part of it.

About these evil scholars, Allah says in Chapter Al-A'raaf, 7, verse 175-176:
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And recite to them, [O Muhammad], the news of him to whom we gave [knowledge of] Our

signs, but he detached himself from them; so Satan pursued him, and he became of the
deviators.
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And if We had willed, we could have elevated him thereby, but he adhered [instead] to the
earth and followed his own desire. So his example is like that of the dog: if you chase him,
he pants, or if you leave him, he [still] pants. That is the example of the people who denied

Our signs. So relate the stories that perhaps they will give thought.
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About this verse. Ibn Kathlr sald in h|s tafsir: Ali bin Ab| Talhah also reported that Ibn
"Abbas that he said, "When Musa and those with him went to the city of the tyrants
(Jerusalem), the cousins of Bal'am and his people came to him and said, Musa is a
strong man, and he has many soldiers. If he gains the upper hand over us, we will be
destroyed. Therefore, supplicate to Allah that He prevents Musa and those with him from
prevailing over us.' Bal'am said, "If | supplicate to Allah that He turns back Musa and those
with him, | will lose in this life and the Hereafter.' They kept luring him until he supplicated
against Musa and his people, and Allah took away what he bestowed on him (of
knowledge). Hence Allah's statement, {but he threw them away; so Satan followed him

up}.

These corrupt scholars know the religion and its proofs. They are not ignorant, yet they
cover up the truth and rather than just misguiding themselves, they confuse the general
people who follow them and respect them. And as we proved from the previous verse.
They have no excuse and can not say they were compelled to do so.

Al dgaidl (The third doubt)
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Using the story of Yusuf as an evidence for the permissibility of
entering the democratic parliaments of & ¢< s taaghoot
There are a group of people who support the Muslims entering parliament and put
themselves forward to be voted for to become government ministers. They use the story of
Yusuf »lll wle as an evidence, saying that he worked as a minister for a disbelieving king
who did not apply the law of Allah.
When you consider the evidence in its entirety you will see that they are lying upon the
Prophet Yusuf sl «.le in order to support their position. As is always the way with the
people of innovation, they are taking the verses which are «lglitis (not entirely clear)
without seeking the explanation of the .<~. (entirely clear) verse.
The methodology of the wllall Lilll (pious predecessors) is to use the «<x. (entirely clear)
verses to explain the «lgliis (not entirely clear) verses as mentioned by Allah in Chapter
Aal Imran, verse 7:
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It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad)], the Book; in it are verses [that are]
entirely clear - they are the foundation of the Book - and others not entirely clear. As for
those in whose heatrts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is not entirely
clear, seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]. And no one knows
its [true] interpretation except Allah. But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in it. All
[of it] is from our Lord." And no one will be reminded except those of understanding.

So we have a very clear verse in Chapter An-Nahl, verse 36, explaining what every
Messenger was sent to call to:
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And We certainly sent /nto every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid

Taghut."

If every Messenger was sent to warn the people from the worship of s lk!l (taaghoot:
tyrants, how can it be imaginable that a Messenger of Allah would work implementing the
laws of a cyse Uall (tyrant)?!

What truly shows the resolve and commitment of Yusuf ad.ull «.de, is his story whilst in a
state of weakness. He remained committed to calling the people to the worship of Allah
alone, and to only follow the laws of Allah, whilst he was imprisoned. As Allah says in
Chapter Yusuf, verses 38-40:
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And | have followed the religion of my fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And it was not
for us to associate anything with Allah. That is from the favor of Allah upon us and upon
the people but most of the people are not grateful.
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O [my] two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, the One, the
Prevailing?
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You worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and your

fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah. He has
commanded that you worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of the
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people do not know.
This was in a time weakness. Proclaiming clearly that legislation and worship is purely for
Allah. So how could someone suggest that when in a position of power and authority that

Yusuf adtl wale would not implement what he called to.

Allah mentions the authority given to Yusuf in verse 56 of Chapter Yusuf:
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And thus We established Yusuf in the land to settle therein wherever he willed. We touch
with Our mercy whom We will, and We do not allow to be lost the reward of those who do
good.

Allah mentions that Yusuf »3L.ll wle had establishment in the land, doing as he pleased,
operating a 'country within a country'. There isn't a minister in parliament today that can
claim to operated in that way. Rather if they do not follow the legislation of the disbelievers
like they have sworn to do, then they will be removed from their position and perhaps be
placed in jail!

AIIah further explains what establishment in the Iand means in Chapter Hajj, verse 41:
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[And they are] those who, if We give them author/ty in the land, establish prayer and give

zakah and enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome
of [all] matters.

So establishment in the land can not be without establishing the religion and law of Allah.
A clear example of thls is in the tafseer of verse 76 of Chapter Yusuf:
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He could not have taken his brother W/th/n the religion of z‘he king except that Allah willed.
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Ibn Jarir said: Yunus told me: Wahb informed me that Ibn zaid said about the statement of

Allah: (He could not have taken his brother within the religion of the king), He said: It
wasn't in the religion of the King that a thief be taken (as a slave) for stealing. He said:
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This was in the rule of the prophets, Ya'qub and his progeny, that a thief be taken as a
slave due to his theft.
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And ibn Jarir said: Ibn waki' told us: Amr told us, from Asbaat, from As-sudee: (He could
not have taken his brother within the religion of the king): within the rule of the king.

It should be therefore clear that the situation of the ministers in todays parliaments is
nothing like the situation of Yusuf sl «.le. Yusuf had authority in the land, operating a
country within a country, applying the laws of Allah and not following the laws of the king.
So it is very insulting that those who support democracy would claim that Yusuf syl wle
would be doing anything other than applying the law of Allah. How can they cast the
aspersion that Yusuf ad..l «.le would work to support the cellll (tyrant) and his laws,
whilst he was only sent to warn the people away from the worship of «se !l (tyrant)?
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Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir: And the king accepted Islam upon the hands of Yusuf.
Mujaahid mentioned this.

Indeed those that call to democracy in this way are even more dangerous that the clear
disbelieving secularists. This is because the clear disbelieving secularists make it clear
that they are not following Islam, so it is easy for the common person to stay away from
them.

But these groups that claim to be calling to Islam whilst at the same time calling to
democracy, using a faulty ,..s (tafsir: interpretation of the Quran) from themselves are
more dangerous than the clear secularist. This person, calls t0 <l (idols) whilst
disguising it as Islam and the way of the Prophets and Messengers. But know, that the
way of the Messengers is very clear, as Allah says in Chapter An-Nahl, verse 36:
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And We certainly sent /nto every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid

Taghut."”
& & Uadi(Taaghoot: The Tyrant): The Magician (= Lwll)

In Chapter Al-Bagarah, 2, verse 102:
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They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved,
teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut
and Marut, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said,
"We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these
(angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but
they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they learn that which
harms them and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic)
would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they sold
their ownselves, if they but knew.

Allah mentions that the angels told the people to not commit disbelief by learning magic,
which means that to learn magic is an act of disbelief and this is why the scholars have
agreed that the magician is a i< (disbeliever).
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And Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahaab says in 'kitab-ut-tawhid": "and that the magician
is a disbeliever"

Allah says in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 51:
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Have you not seen those who were given a portior/; of the Scripture? They believe in Jibt
(magic) and Taghut (Tyrants) and say to the disbelievers that they are better guided as
regards the way than the believers (Muslims).

Nowadays, we see many magicians in the Muslim lands and elsewhere, Allah says about
them that they "would have no share in the Hereafter". It is amazing that some people who
claim to be from the Muslims will visit these magicians to gain some benefits of this life
whilst selling their next life. As for the magician, then they regularly enlist the help of the
Jinn (devils), serving them in order to gain their favour and their help. The Muslim should
beware, as many people who claim to offer .5, (legal incantation using the Quran), are in
reality just tricking the Muslim into entering into some part of magic. So you should
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recognise the difference between the 43, (incantation) which is legislated and that which is
&, (shirk: polytheism), using the help of the Jinn (devils).

The permissible 4.5, (incantation) is that which is done using the Quran and authentic
supplications from the Sunnah as has been mentioned by the Messenger (s wle 4l (Lo

e

G el ey by L Blaladl (o o355 S tellls 0y ise e plons om0 cla LS

(YY) 5 0S5 ol Lo o3l Gl ¥ S, ole g el JUGd . elld o 55
As has come in Sahih Muslim (2200): On the authority of 'Awf bin Maalik: We used to do
3, (incantation) in L.alall (pre-Islamic ignorance), so we said, “O Messenger of what do
you think of that?” He said “Present your <L, (incantations) to me. There is nothing wrong
with them as long as they do not involve . (shirk: polytheism).”

As for the fraudulent magicians who trick the people, you should be able to recognise
them, so we will list some of their characteristics here:

1. They may live in extreme filth.

2. They may be very unhygienic.

3. They may request very specific types of animals (e.g. Such as a goat with a black spot
and cut on the left leg). This will then be used as a sacrifice for the jinn.

4. They may ask for a part of the person such as hair or saliva.

5. They will be enthusiastic in asking for the names of family members from the person
seeking the help.

6. They may ask that you do something to insult or debase Islam, such as standing on the
Quran or insulting Allah. This is of course an act of disbelief for the one that does it.

7. They will use words which are not understood by anybody, whereas legal 4.3,
(incantation) will be in clear Arabic that is understood by everybody.

8. They may draw strange symbols or write down letters which appear to have no sense or
meaning to them.

Such is the evil consequences of magic and likewise it's ,i< (disbelief), that the prescribed
punishment for the magician is a most severe one.
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In Sahih Al-Bukhari, from Bajaala bin 'Abada who said, Umar bin Al-Khattab wrote that
they kill every male and female magician. He said: So we killed three magicians.
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It is authenticated from Hafsah that she ordered the killing of a servant girl of hers who had
performed magic on her, so she was killed. (narrated by Abd-arrazaq 10/180 and Abdullah
bin Ahmad)
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On the authority of ibn Mas'ood who said: | heard the Messenger of Allah say: Incantation
(meaning that which is done with unlegislated means), amulets (put around the neck to
save one from evil eye) and bewitchment (done to create love between partners) are shirk.
(narrated by Ahmad 1/381, ibn majah 3530,abi dawud, bayhaqi)

Nowadays there are magicians that take a lot of money from the husband or wife claiming
that they can make them love each other, but it is only Allah who can do this and therefore
the magician is a ol (taaghoot: tyrant), claiming to have power that only Allah has. Also
you find someone may claim to make amulets using Quran but in reality they put some
statements of shirk in the amulet in order to do some type of magic. All these are acts of
disbelief in Allah.
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On the authority of ibn Abbaas who said: The Messenger of Allah said: "Whoever gained
some knowledge of the stars, has gained a part of magic"

The Messenger (sl 5 wle 4l (L) made it very clear that fortune-telling is a part of magic.
The fortune-teller does indeed suggest something very evil. They claim to know something
that even the Messenger of Allah did not know! Knowledge of the unseen. Allah says in
Chapter Al-An'aam, 6, verse 50:
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Say (O Muhammad): "l do not tell you that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor (that) |
know the unseen; nor | tell you that | am an angel. | but follow what is revealed to me by
inspiration." Say: "Are the blind and the one who sees equal? will you not then take

thought?"
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And in Chapter Al-An'aam, 6, verse 59:
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And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He. And
He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record.

A\N

So whoever claims that anybody has knowledge of the unseen other than Allah, then he
has disbelieved in the text of the Quran. Whether they be a fortune-teller, palm-reader,
astrologer, or read tea leaves, all this is making a claim to knowledge that is solely with
Allah.

Loy S 038 Sy Loy Baad Lilye of LalS (31 00 ) B il e Gnally 85058 (ol e
On the authority of Abu Hurairah and Al-Hasan, from the Prophet(alw s wle 4l (Ls) who
said: "Whoever comes to a fortuneteller and believes in what he says, then he has
disbelieved in what Muhammad has been sent with" (narrated by Ahmad 9604)

This is a very dangerous matter! How many people do you see today who read their
horoscope in the newspaper and just because they were born in a particular part of the
year they start to believe what has been written about them? They then may even change
their plans for that day out of fear for what may happen. You even find some of them who
will feel uneasy if they do not read their horoscope for that day.

In the same way you see the bride, who gives her name and her fiance's name to a
woman who will calculate for them the likelihood of their marriage to succeed. All of this is
from the Magic which was mentioned before. But what about the one who looks into these
matters out of curiosity? Then we have the following hadith(statement of the Messenger):
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On the authority of Safiyah, from some of the wives of the Prophet (sl 5 wle dil 4ls), that
the Prophet (sl 5 wle 4l (Lo) said: "whoever comes to a fortuneteller and asks him about
something, then his prayer is not accepted for forty days".

139



& g Uall (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant):

"odedisdalbie oJ pubidiles (0" 9"0SIy 92 9 uas (0 7 (“Whoever is
worshipped and he is pleased with that” and “Whoever calls the people
to the worship of himself”)

The first shirk to appear in the world was s1all d i (Shirk with the graves)
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In Sahih Al-Bukhari on the authority of ibn Abbaas who said: There were ten centuries

between Aadam and Nuh. All of them upon Islam.

Shirk did not exist until the time of Nuh (sl 4ule). After that shirk was introduced to the
people through their exaggeration with pious men. Allah mentions in Chapter Nuh, 71,
verse 23:
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"And they have said: 'You shall not leave your gods, nor shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa’,
nor Yaghuth, nor Ya'uq, nor Nasr (names of the idols);
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On the authority of ibn Abbaas: These were names of righteous men from the people of
Nuh, so when they passed away, Satan inspired to their people to erect statues in honour
of them in the places where they used to sit, and to name them after these men. So they

did this but these statues were not worshipped until those people passed away and the
knowledge was lost so the statues were then worshipped.

The first shirk that ever appeared on the face of this earth began by the people
exceeding the limits with righteous men. So it is the oldest type of shirk and we should
all be well aware of it and what it leads to. Yet today you find many people taking this
matter very lightly, falling into exactly the same thing that the first polytheists of the world
fell into. The name may have changed but the actions are the same! People no longer
worship Wadd or Suwa', but have put in their place duall gl Jailani and ¢yl ol
Badawi. Calling upon them and staying by the side of their graves to seek intercession to
Allah.

140



agad Slo 13] ags elilgl) ¢ dll Jgmny JUES senll (o Lgad &y Lo o & S35 Litaall (a0

N O RRWSRAEN]
It came in the (=.~n.nll (as-saheehain) on the authority of Aa'isha that Umm Salama
mentioned to the Messenger of Allah that in Abyssinia she saw a church full of pictures
and statues. He said: "When a righteous man or pious worshipper among them dies they

build a place of worship over his grave and set up all kinds of pictures and statues. They
are the worst of all creatures before Allah.”

Ibn ul-gayyim said: It is obligatory to demolish the domes that are built on the graves
because they are founded upon disobedience to the Messenger.

How many people all over the world have fell into this? You find that callers invite
worshippers in their thousands to visit the graves of the pious men. On top of these graves
there is often a masijid, which the people pray and make —(ie| (i'tikaaf) in. You even find in
some places that sk (tawaf: circumambulating) is made around these graves and
animals slaughtered for the sake of their inhabitants. All of this is shirk and the people who
take part in these practices are ;< .. (polytheists), even though they claim to be from the
people of Islam. This is because they have contradicted the meaning of «l ¥| | ¥ (la ilaha
illa Allah). They have nullified this statement by not making their worship for Allah alone
and by not rejecting the <l (taaghoot: tyrant). So when they make slaughtering or du'a
to these pious men, then are giving a part of their worship to other than Allah. Allah has
named these people as disbelievers in Chapter Al-Mu'minoon, 23, verse 117:
L elsy ¥ m‘a_’f,’m@m Luua_,ij;,uf’yﬁu ] wl@élu;;
And whoever invokes besides Allah another deity for which he has no proof - then his
account is only with his Lord. Indeed, the disbelievers will not succeed.

Satan in his plotting, led people to the worshipping of other than Allah by exploiting their
desire to honour these righteous men. But then the people exceeded the limits of
honouring them until they worshipped them. It was precisely this exceeding the limits
which caused the Christians to worship ‘'lesa (s3uull wle). Allah says in Chapter An-Nisaa,
4, verse 171:
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O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Do not exceed the limits in your réligion,
nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah ‘lesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary),
was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, ("Be!" - and he was) which He
bestowed on Maryam (Mary) and a spirit (Ruh) created by Him; so believe in Allah and His
Messengers. Say not: "Three (trinity)!" Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the only)
One llah (God), Glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He) above having a son. To Him belongs
all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a

Disposer of affairs.

(FY1)

From ibn Abbas who heard Umar bin Al-Khatab say on the minbar: | heard the Prophet
say "Do not exaggerate with me as the Christians over exaggerated with ibn
Maryam. Verily | am His slave, therefore say, 'Slave of Allah and His Messenger" (Bukhari
3261)
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Malik narrated in his muwatta': that the Messenger of Allah said: "O Allah! Never turn my

grave into an idol to be worshipped. Allah's wrath intensified on a people who turn their
Prophet's graves into Masaajid".

The Quran and the Sunnah makes it clear that to worship other than Allah is shirk.
Whether it be the worship of men or objects. Those extreme L.is.!l sufis of today that go to
graves asking for intercession, making sacrifice and tawaf, have no doubt fell into the
same worship that the Arabs were engaged in prior to the Messengership of Muhammad (
sl 5 wale 4l oLs). However they bring many excuses to justify their worship. From these
excuses is that they say "these ayaat are not talking about us! The pagans worshipped
idols. We only seek intercession through pious men, ". In this statement they have not
understood the origins of this shirk. We have already mentioned how the people of Nuh
began by exceeding the limits with their pious men and then they fell into the worship of
their five idols. As for the pagan Arabs, Allah says in Chapter An-Najm, 53, verse 19:

AT APy

142



Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza (two idols of the pagan Arabs)

So these sufis say that "Al-Lat was an idol, we do not worship idols". Let us look at the
sunnah for who Al-Lat is:
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On the authority of ibn abbaas about the statement of Allah: (Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza), Al-Lat
was a man who used to mix a sweet food for the pilgrims.

So the idols of the pagan Arab were also men, until Satan inspired people to the worship
of them.

Once the grave worshipper accepts that the Quran and sunnah forbids the worship of
men, then they come with another excuse. They say "we do not worship them, we just
want to gain nearness to Allah and use them as intercessors". But if we look at the Quran,
we see that the pagan Arabs had exactly the same excuses

Allah says in Chapter Hud, 11, verse 18:
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And they worsh/p beSIdes Allah thlngs that hurt them not, nor prof/t them, and they say:

"These are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do you inform Allah of that which He knows
not in the heavens and on the earth?" Glorified and Exalted be He above all that which

they associate as partners with Him!

And Allah says in Chapter Az-zumar, 39, verse 3:
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Surely, the re//g/on (i.e. the Worsh/p and the obedlence) is for Allah only. And those who
take Auliya' (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): "We worship them only that they

may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning that wherein

they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.

Allah refutes this excuse and clearly describes it as shirk.
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This calling upon the dead necessitates a filthy belief. That belief is that the dead must be
able to hear the call of the grave worshipper. Allah says in Chapter Faatir, 35, verse 14:

s e
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If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear not your call, and if (in case) they were to heatr,
they could not grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will
disown your worshipping them. And none can inform you (O Muhammad SAW) like Him
Who is the All-Knower (of each and everything).

Again, in this verse, Allah describes the calling of the idol worshipper as a type of worship.
Even if we examine the issue intellectually, you know that in a room of just 10 people, you
would not be able to hear and discern each individual persons speech. So how can we say
that an inhabitant of a grave can hear each person, understand it and then carry out their
requests? It is only Allah that is all-hearing, as for those who inhabit the graves, they are
themselves in need of gaining nearness to Allah.

AIIah says in Chapter Al-Isra, 17, verse 57:
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Those whom they call upon [like ‘lesa (Jesus) - son of Maryam (Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra),
angel, etc.] desire (for themselves) means of access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of
them should be the nearest and they ['lesa (Jesus), 'Uzair (Ezra), angels, etc.] hope for
His Mercy and fear His Torment. Verily, the Torment of your Lord is something to be afraid

of!

As for who is considered to be «sel(taaghoot: a tyrant), then as mentioned by Shaykh
Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahab, it is the one who called to his own worship or is pleased with
it. If someone is worshipped but is not pleased with that then he is not =l (taaghoot: a
tyrant), just as we do not say that 'lesa (adull wle) is o2l (taaghoot: a tyrant). Allah says
in Chapter AI-Anbiyaa 21, verse 101:
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Indeed, those for whom z‘he best [reward] has preceded from Us - they are from it

far removed.

& g€l (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): <aib ¢l (Nationalism)
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Nationalism is defined as when the people make their -, ¥l (allegiance and
disassociation) for the sake of their nationality. They may love a person because he is from
the same country as him, even if he is a criminal or a disbeliever. Some of them may even
die for the sake of this nationalism but when it comes to the religion of Allah, then they
would never give their lives in the same way. Allah says about them in Chapter At-Tawba,
9, verse 24:
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Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your kindred, the wealth that you
have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you
delight ... are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in
His Cause, then wait until Allah brings about His Decision (torment). And Allah guides not

the people who are Al-Fasiqun (the rebellious, disobedient to Allah).

As occurs in the hadith(statement of the Messenger) in Sahih Al-Bukhari:
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On the authority of Abu Musa who said: A man came to the Prophet and said: "The man
who fought for the booty, the man who fought to be mentioned, and the man who fought to

be seen. So which one has fought in the cause of Allah?" The Prophet said: "Whoever
fights for the word of Allah to be upmost then this is in the path of Allah"

And AIIah says in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 76:
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Those who believe, fight in the Cause of Allah, and those who disbelieve, fight in the
cause of Taghut (Satan, etc.). So fight you against the friends of Shaitan (Satan); Ever
feeble indeed is the plot of Shaitan (Satan).

So from this verse we understand that either man fights for the sake of Allah or they fight
for what else is mentioned in the verse, and that is << !l (At-Taaghoot: the tyrant).
As for the defensive jihad that is fought when the disbelievers come to invade a Muslim

145



land, then this fighting is not done for the country but rather it is done so that the religion of
Allah remains established in that land.

One should also not become confused and think that it is blameworthy to have natural love
for ones country. This is not the issue here, the issue is when someone make
indiscriminate allegiance and disassociation for their nationality.
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It came in the fatwa from the permanent committee for research and -Lis¥/ (verdicts) (no
6310, 1/145): That whoever does not differentiate between the Jew, the Christian, the rest
of the disbelievers and the Muslims, except for the reason of nationalism, and makes their
ruling one, then he is a _sKK (disbeliever).

This is the similar to the one who divides the Muslims, based on their nationality while
Allah says in Chapter Al-Hujraat, 49, verse 10:
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The believers are nothing else than brothers (in Islamic religion). So make reconci/iation
between your brothers, and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy.

And in Chapter At-Tawba, 9, verse 71:
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The believers, men and women, are Auliya' (helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of
one another.

So it is our faith that binds us together and not our country. It is this nationalism which
actually ends up in dividing the Muslims and thus makes them weak against the attacks of
the disbelievers.

& g lall (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): <alid (Tribalism)

Similar to nationalism, is tribalism and just like tribalism it is when someone makes their
allegiance and disassociation for the sake of their tribe, whether they be an oppressor, a
criminal or a polytheist. This is just as the people in L.lalsll (pre-islamic days of ignorance)

used to do, as the arab used to say: "help your brother whether he is an oppressor or
oppressed", something referred to as L.lalall sscu (a call of the days of ignorance).
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Ahmad and Abu Daawuud narrated from Abu Huraira that the Messenger said: Allah has
taken away the arrogance of (jaahiliya: pre-Islamic ignorance) and its pride with ancestors,
SO a person is either pious believer or a doomed evildoer. All the people are children of
Adam and Adam was created from dust. They will leave the pride in their forefathers
otherwise in the sight of Allah, they will be worse than the dung-beetle that takes up faeces
in it's nose.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Hujaraat, 49, verse 13:
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O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations
and tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is
that (believer) who has At-Tagwa [i.e. one of the Muttaqun (pious). Verily, Allah is All-

Knowing, All- Awatre.

Allah has made us tribes and nations, and there is no harm in knowing your ancestors and
who you were descended from. The issue here, as with nationalism is when you make
your <l 5 Yl (allegiance and disassociation) for the sake of pride in your tribe. We see
many people these days doing this. In some countries where a man may have killed many
Muslims, aiding the disbelievers to come into the country and attack the religion, then his
tribe will surround him and protect him, despite the fact that he is a <l (taaghoot:
tyrant)!

Allah says in Chapter Al-Qalam, 68, verse 25-26:
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(25) Shall We then treat the (submitting) Muslims like the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists
and disbelievers, etc.)?

(26) What is the matter with you? How judge you?

This nationalism and tribalism are two of the most common types of «sell (taaghoot:
tyrant) present today. They are both very dangerous as they can affect the one who is
ardent in worshipping Allah alone, sincerely without partners. He may not worship graves
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and he may reject the apostate leaders but at the same time suffer severely from tribalism.

& g Uall (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): b/ dasudl (Democracy)
Democracy is a word which came from the Greek language, that means "that the people
rule for themselves, and that the legislator is the people, and not Allah".

Democracy is a means of glorifying secularism which is based on "separating the religion
from the matters of state". They believe in the well-known saying « i L 5 juaidl jnidl Lo g o
"leave what is for Caesar for Caesar (politics, legislation, foreign affairs), and what is for
Allah for Allah(meaning worship is confined to the church, the priest stays in the church
and does not come out to talk about political affairs)". So although this statement came
from the secularists who fought the Christians, the secularists of today who claim Islam
have brought it as a motto to be used for legislation in Muslim lands. There aim is to
separate the .4l (the religion) from political issues and confine the religion to the masijid,
leaving the Imams to only talk about matters of worship. Whereas it is clear from the 3 ;...
( biography of the Messenger) that the Messenger al.s «.le &l Lo and His rightly guided
Successors dealt with all issues to do with the Muslim state, from internal economics, to
foreign affairs.

Today we even see these people entering the mosques and spreading their message of
disbelief, stating that we must enter the democratic process in order to benefit the
Muslims. This is nothing but a lie and a delusion. Can disbelief and allying with &gl
(taaghoot: tyrants) ever benefit the Muslims? Rather it can only bring about the wrath of
Allah. Allah says in Chapter Al-An'aam, 6, verse 116:
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And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah’'s Path.
They follow nothing but conjectures, and they do nothing but lie.

Democracy gives the power to the majority. As we have seen, if the majority wants
homosexuals to be permitted to marry, then they will marry. If the majority wants to forbid
the woman to cover herself, then the woman will be forbade from covering herself. We
have seen this already, and those that call to democracy from the Muslim community are
not being honest about the true meaning of democracy. They will twist the meaning of
.54 (Islamic Counsel) saying that this is the same of democracy! Why then do we not call
it a shooraa? No, democracy is not ,s& (shooraa: Islamic Counsel), which is why it is not
called as such. Democracy is an entire :na (religion) covering many different aspect of life.
Whereas Allah says in Chapter Az-Zumar, 39, verse 3:
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Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah only.
& g€l (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): das oidl (Communism)

In the Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx writes "Communism abolishes religion" and it can
be seen in the Communist societies that have existed, like China and Russia, that the
suppression of religion and the disbelief in any God was a main feature of their systems.
They disbelieve in Allah and have no religion. Yet some Muslim countries in the past
welcomed this system and forced the people to accept it. How can they accept a system
which follows the same belief that Allah mentions in Chapter Al-Jathiya, 45, verse 24:
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And they say: "There is nothing but our life of th/s world, we die and we live and nothing
destroys us except Ad-Dahr (the time). And they have no knowledge of it, they only
conjecture.

And Allah says in Chapter At-Tur, 52, verse 35-36
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(35) Were they created by nothing, or were they themselves the creators?
(36) Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Nay, but they have no firm Belief.

Due to their ridiculous belief, Allah says about them in Chapter AI A'raf, 7, verse 179:
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And surely, We have created many of the jinns and mankind for Hell. They have hearts
wherewith they understand not, they have eyes wherewith they see not, and they have
ears wherewith they hear not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more astray, those!
They are the heedless ones.

Another feature of communism is that it abolishes property ownership, making all people

equal. But the Quran affirms justice, giving each person their right, and does not blindly
make everyone equal, as in Chapter An-Nisa, 4, verse 11:
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Allah commands you as regards your children's (inheritance); to the male, a portion equal
to that of two females.

& g€l (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): Tribal law

From one of the aspects of L.lalsll (pre-Islamic ignorance) which has been carried on to
this day is the ruling by tribal customs which oppose the 4w ,&ll (Allah's law). We have
already mentioned the many proofs condemning ruling by other than what Allah has
revealed and as Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5, verse 50:
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Do they then seek the /udgement of (the Days of) Ignorance? And who is better in
judgement than Allah for a people who have firm Faith.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Baqara, 2, verse 165:
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And of mankind are some Who take (for worship) others beSIdes Allah as rivals (to Allah).
They love them as they love Allah. But those who believe, love Allah more (than anything
else). If only, those who do wrong could see, when they will see the torment, that all power
belongs to Allah and that Allah is Severe in punishment.
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Ibn ul gayyim said in madaarij-as-saalikeen: So whoever loves besides Allah something,
like he loves Allah, then he is from those who have taken rivals besides Allah. And this

rival is in love and not in creation or lordship, as no one from the people of earth affirm this
type of rival.
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And ibn Tamiyyah said in minhaaj as-sunnah an-nabawiyyah (5/130): and there is no
doubt that the one who does not believe in the obligation of ruling by what Allah has
revealed upon His Messenger, then he is a disbeliever. So whoever permits judging
between people by what he sees to be just without following what Allah has revealed, then
he is a disbeliever. Because there is not a nation except that it was ordered with ruling with
justice and there was justice in their religion that could be what the leaders see.
Rather many who ascribe to Islam rule by their customs that were not sent down by Allah
like the tribal systems and orders from the respected people from them and they see that
ruling by this is more appropriate than the Quran and Sunnah, and this is ,i< (disbelief).
For indeed many people have accepted Islam but along with that they do not judge except
by their customs that was ordered by their respected people. So these, if they know that it
is not permissible to judge except by what Allah has sent down, then they do not
implement that, rather they make permissible to judge with what opposes what Allah has
sent down, then they are disbelievers, otherwise they are ignorant.

So these laws that they have invented is =l (taaghoot: a tyrant). Many people from the
people who pray, follow this legislation which has been invented by their tribal chiefs. If
they do this then they have not truly rejected =52 s (taaghoot: the tyrant).

< g€ lall (At-Taaghoot: The Tyrant): suaill asY/ (ulas (The United Nations)

You have to know that The United Nations do not judge by the law of Allah, rather they
judge by man-made laws. They make many injustices, chopping up the borders of the
Muslims lands and ignoring whatever killings go on there, despite them producing this
corruption themselves. We see many people nowadays, when they have a dispute they go
to this ol (taaghoot: tyrant) for judgement. But we are not in need of them, for our ;.
(religion) is complete, as Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, verse 3:
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This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion.
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How do | reject & s< s (taaghoot: tyrants)?

Rejecting «s¢ W (taaghoot: tyrants) is done in many ways and has levels.

1. To dislike them
2. To have enmity towards them
3. To be completely free from them

Allah says in Chapter Al-Mumtahina, 60, verse 4:
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Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim (Abraham) and those with
him, when they said to their people: "Verily, we are free from you and whatever you
worship besides Allah, we have rejected you, and there has started between us and you,
hostility and hatred for ever, until you believe in Allah Alone," except the saying of Ibrahim
(Abraham) to his father: "Verily, | will ask for forgiveness (from Allah) for you, but | have no
power to do anything for you before Allah. "Our Lord! In You (Alone) we put our trust, and
to You (Alone) we turn in repentance, and to You (Alone) is (our) final Return,

And Allah says in Chapter Az-zukhruf, 43, 26-27:
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(26) And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said to his father and his people: "Verily, |
am innocent of what you worship,

(27) "Except Him (i.e. | worship none but Allah Alone) Who did create me, and verily, He
will guide me."

And Allah says in Chapter Az-Zumar, 39, verse 17:
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Those who avoid At-Taghut (false deities) by not worshipping them and turn to Allah in
repentance, for them are glad tidings; so announce the good news to My slaves,

Allah says in Chapter An-Nahl, 16 verse 36:
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (Commun/ty, nation) a Messenger
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone)' and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false
deities etc. i.e. do not worship Taghuts besides Allah)."

Allah has ordered us to be far from «s¢ L (taaghoot: tyrants).
4. To call them by the name that Allah gave them, " Kuffaar"

As Allah says in Chapter Al-Kaafiroon, 109, verse 1:
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Say (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)to these Mushrikun and Kafirun): "O Al-Kafirun
(disbelievers in Allah, in His Oneness, in His Angels, in His Books, in His Messengers, in
the Day of Resurrection, and in Al-Qadar, etc.)!

And Allah says in Chapter Al-Maa'ida, 5 verse 44
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And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the Kafirun
(disbelievers).

Allah mentioned that they are disbelievers, and mentioned that we should say to the
disbeliever "O Al-Kafirun", so that is what is upon us to say to the ¢k (taaghoot: tyrant)

5. To fight them

Allah says in Chapter AI Anfaal 8 verse 39
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And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and polytheism: i.e. worshipping
others besides Allah) and the religion (worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the whole of
the world]. But if they cease (worshipping others besides Allah), then certainly, Allah is All-
Seer of what they do.

And Allah says in Chapter An-Nisaa, 4, verse 76:
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Those who believe, fight in the Cause 01: Allah, and thc;se who disbelieve, fight in the
cause of Taghut (Satan, etc.). So fight you against the friends of Shaitan (Satan); Ever
feeble indeed is the plot of Shaitan (Satan).

As we previously quoted from the scholars of the —iL..1l (pious predecessors), if you are
able then you must fight them.
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In Sahih Muslim (23) on the authority of Abu Malik Al-Ashja'ee from his father, that the
Prophet said: "whoever says 4l ¥ 4] ¥ and disbelieves in whatever is worshipped besides
Allah, his blood and his wealth are prohibited and his reckoning is with Allah.

Shaykh Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahhab said: and this is from the greatest that clarifies the
meaning of «l ¥] 4| ¥, for he (the Messenger) did not make pronouncing it sufficient to
spare the blood and wealth, neither did he make knowing its meaning with its
pronunciation sufficient to do that, neither was confessing that, nor that he doesn't call
upon others besides Allah, rather taking his wealth and blood is not prohibited until he
adds to that, disbelief in whatever is worshipped besides Allah (oseUsIlL L,i<Il), so if he
doubts or he holds back then taking his blood and wealth is not prohibited. So what a big
issue this is! And what is clearer than this? And what a proof to cut off the one who argues!
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In Sahih Al-Bukhari (25): On the authority of Umar: that the Messenger of Allah said: "I
have been ordered that | fight the people until they bear witness that none has the right to
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be worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and they
establish the prayer and pay the zakah, so when they this, there blood and there wealth is
spared from me except for a right from Islam and the reckoning is with Allah".

Conclusion

For a person to believe in Allah he must first reject =l (taaghoot: the tyrant). And belief
in Allah comprises of four parts.

1. &) g2 93 OLaa¥ | (belief in the existence of Allah)

Allah says in Chapter Al-Imraan, 3, verse 190:
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Verily! In the/creation/ 5f ;he héavens /and /the/ eartiv, and in/the alte;nation of /;ight and day,
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.

And Allah says in Chapter Al-Anbiya, 21, verse 22:
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Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods besides Allah, then verily both
would have been ruined. Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above

what they attribute to Him!
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"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns (type of

creation made from smokeless fire) and all that exists)." The Lord is the Owner and the

One who does as He wills. And the 'Alamin is the plural of 'Aalam and it is everything

which exists besides Allah. And 'Aalam comes from 'sign' as ibn Al-Mu'taz said:

How strange is the one who disobeys Allah.....Or how the rejectionist rejects Him
And in everything there is a sign........ Indicating that he is one

So if you look at the everything that exists in the universe then it indicates the existence of
Allah

2. i g3 3 OLaay ! (belief in His Lordship)
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That is to believe that Allah is the only creator, the only owner of everything and the only
administrator of the universe.

Allah says in Chapter Al-A'raf, 7, verse 54:
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Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinns (creation of Allah made from smokeless fire) and all that exists)!

And Allah says in Chapter Yunus, 10, verse 31 and 32:
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(31) Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can there be, save
error? How then are you turned away?

(32) Say (O MuhammadSAW ): "Who provides for you from the sky and from the earth? Or
who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from the dead and brings out
the dead from the living? And who disposes the affairs?" They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will
you not then be afraid of Allah's Punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Allah)?"

3. 4 ol (HLaa¥! (belief in His Worship)
You must believe that only Allah deserves to be worshipped.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Anbiyaa, 21, verse 25:
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And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) but We inspired him

(saying): La ilaha illa Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but | (Allah)], so worship
Me (Alone and none else)."

And Allah says in Chapter AI-Faatihah 1 verse 5:

You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything).
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Allah says in Chapter Al-An'aam, 7, verse 162:
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Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying
are for Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns (a type of creation of Allah made from
smokeless fire) and all that exists).

And from the types of worship are slaughtering, fasting, prayer, hajj, vowing, and dua. All
these are for Allah alone.

Allah says in Chapter AI Insaan 76 verse 7
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They (are those Who) fU/fI/ (their) vows, and they fear a Day Whose evil will be wide-
spreading.

And Allah says in Chapter Ghafir, 40, verse 60:

Sl s Sl siake o 0 pSiad Gl 5 y aSI et (sde ] ;’si; JLE,
And your Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamlc Monotheism)] (and
ask Me for anything) | will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My
worship [i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)]
they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!"

And Allah says |n Chapter Aal-imran, 3 verse 97:
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And Hayjj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a duty that mankind owes to
Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's conveyance, provision and residence);
and whoever disbelieves [i.e. denies Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah), then he is a disbeliever
of Allah], then Allah stands not in need of any of the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns).
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On the authority of Abdullah ibn Abbaas who said: | was behind the Messenger of Allah
one day and he said: "O boy! Indeed | will teach you some words: Be mindful of Allah, and
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you will find him in front of you. If you ask, ask of Allah; if you seek help, seek help of
Allah. Know that if the nation were to gather together to benefit you with anything, they
would benefit you only with something that Allah had already prescribed for you, and that if
they gather together to harm you with anything, they would harm you only with something
Allah had already prescribed for you. The pens have been lifted and the pages have
dried." (narrated by at-tirmidhi 2516 who said it was a hadith hasan)

Allah says in Chapter Al-An'aam, 6, verse 17:
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And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but He, and if He touches you with
good, then He is Able to do all things.

4. Llhs 9§ dilawils (Las¥/ (Belief in His names and attributes)
Which means singling out Allah in His names and His attributes.
This is comprised of two things:

1. Affirmation - everything that is affirmed for Allah from His names and His attributes
which He has qualified for Himself in the Quran and the Sunnah.

2. Negating any similarity to Him. Not making any likeness with His names and attributes.

As Allah says in Chapter Ash-shoora, 42, verse 11:
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There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.
So here Allah says that there is no similarity to Him with the creatures, while at the same

time He affirms Hearing and Seeing for Himself. But this Hearing and Seeing is nothing
like the Hearing and Seeing of the creatures, even though the name is the same.

So we do not negate these attributes as some of the deviant groups do from J.still Jaf (the
people of distortion). They claim that if these attributes are affirmed then we are making a
likeness to the creation. But Allah affirmed these attributes for Himself and He knows best

about how to inform us about them. So we affirm them as they are.

Also we do not be one like the w.xill Jai (those who likened Allah to the creation), as these
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people most resemble the polytheists by giving Allah's attributes to the creation.
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So it is obligatory that we believe in what Allah has described Himself with in His
book and upon the tongue of His Messenger, without distortion, negation,
describing how and without making any likeness to the creation.
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Shaykh ul Islam ibn taymiyyah said: distortion is in the texts, and negation is in the belief,
and describing how is in the attribute, and making a likeness is in the attribute except that
it is more specific than describing how.

Distortion (-4 ,a3) comes in the text. Because those that do this, will actually change the
wording of the text. Allah says in Chapter Al-Fajr, 89 verse 22:
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And your Lord comes with the angels in rows,

The §,cL:¥! (Asharee) and the 4. 53Ul (Maaturidee) read this verse and change it to say,
"And the command of your Lord comes with the angel in rows".
And by doing this they actually negate the Coming of Allah.

AIIah says in Chapter Al-Ma'idah, 5, verse 64:
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The Jews say: "Allah’s Hand is tied up (i.e. He does not give and spend of His Bounty)."
Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for what they uttered. Nay, both His Hands
are widely outstretched. He spends (of His Bounty) as He wills. Verily, the Revelation that
has come to you from Allah increases in most of them their obstinate rebellion and
disbelief. We have put enmity and hatred amongst them till the Day of Resurrection. Every
time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it; and they (ever) strive to make
mischief on earth. And Allah does not like the Mufsidun (mischief-makers).

So Allah affirms for himself two perfect hands which are unlike anything in His creation, yet
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some deviant groups, they do not affirm for Allah a hand, but rather say it means His
Power. How do they say what Allah has given them no authority to say? They deny what
even the Jews affirm! For the Jews at least affirm one hand for Allah, but these deviant
group say Allah has no hands!

Allah says in Chapter Ta Ha, 20, verse 5:
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The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawa (rose over) the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits
His Majesty).
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A man came to Imam Malik bin Anas and said: "O Abu Abdallah, 'The Most Beneficent
Istawa (rose over) the Throne' how did He rise?"

So Imam Malik said "rising is not unknown, and the how of it is uncomprehendable,
believing in it is obligatory, asking about it is an innovation, and | do not see except that
you are an innovator"

This man asked about something which is impossible for the human mind to comprehend
and he asked about something that the Sahaba never asked about so Imam Malik saw
him as an innovator.

Allah ascended above His throne and is not mixed up with His creation like some of the
deviant groups claim. They say that Allah is one with His creation. This belief contradicts
the texts of the Quran and the Sunnah. Rather He is separate from and high above His
creation, while He knows all that goes on in the creation, right down to the smallest atom.
As Allah says in Chapter Al- An aam, 6, verse 59:
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And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He. And
He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Mujaadila, 58,verse 57:
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Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on
the earth? There is no Najwa (secret counsel) of three, but He is their fourth (with His
Knowledge, while He Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh heaven), nor of five but
He is their sixth (with His Knowledge), not of less than that or more, but He is with them
(with His Knowledge) wheresoever they may be; and afterwards on the Day of
Resurrection, He will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of
everything.

Allah says in Chapter AI A'raf, 7, verse 180:
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And (all) the Most Beaut/ful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the
company of those who belie or deny (or utter impious speech against) His Names. They
will be requited for what they used to do.
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Ibn-ul-qayyim said: the truth about slal] is it leans toward shirk, and denying of attributes.
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On the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of Allah said: "Allah has 99 names,
100 less one. Whoever enumerates them will enter jannah.”

But we do not understand from this that Allah's names are restricted to 99. As occurs in
the hadith(statement of the Messenger):
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"l ask you by every Name that you have named Yourself with, or which You revealed in
Your Book, or which you taught to anyone from amongst Your creation, or which you
have kept to yourself in the knowledge of the unseen" (Ibn Hibbaan, 972)
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aaa gill 28 (The Virtue of Tawheed)

Allah says in Chapter Al-Bagarah, 2, verse 256:
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There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become distinct from the
wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the
most trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
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Mujaahid said (the most trustworthy handhold) means ¥/ (faith), and al-Sudee said:
sy (al-islam). (narrated by At-Tabari (5/421)

Al LYl 5 s tall L,a<II (disbelief in the tyrants and belief in Allah) is the religion and it is
belief. That is why the one who has not fully rejected =l (taaghoot: the tyrant) has not
yet truly entered Islam. And for the one who actually reaches this objective, then there is a
great reward for him in this life and in the next.

Allah says in Chapter Ash-Shura, 42, verse 23:
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That is (the Paradise) whereof Allah gives glad tidings to H/s s/aves Who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds. Say (O Muhammad
SAW): "No reward do | ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you."

And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him an increase of good in
respect thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (the deeds of
those who are obedient to Him).

Allah says in Chapter An-Noor, 24, 55:
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Allah has promised those among you who bel/eve, and do righteous good deeds, that He

will certainly grant them succession to (the present rulers) in the earth, as He granted it to

those before them, and that He will grant them the authority to practise their religion, that
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which He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam). And He will surely give them in exchange a
safe security after their fear (provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not associate
anything (in worship) with Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the Fasiqun
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah).

If you look at the narrations from the time of the 4.l=—!l (companions of the Prophet Lo
alas ll 4ll), you see the evidence of Allah fulfilling His promise. They had strong belief in
Allah and rejected all =2 s (taaghoot: tyrants), so Allah aided them with victory throughout
the land, defeating the superpowers of their time, the Romans and the Persians.

Allah says in Chapter Aal-imran, 3, verse 173:
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Those (i.e. believers) unto whom the people (hypocrites) said, "Verily, the people (pagans)
have gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them." But it (only) increased

them in Faith, and they said: "Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer
of affairs (for us)."
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Al-Bukhari narrated with his chain from ibn Abbaas : "Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and
He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us).", He said this is Ibrahim when he was put in the
fire. And He said it is Muhammad, when they said " "Verily, the people (pagans) have

gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them. But it (only) increased them in
Faith”

If we look back at the time of Musa and his followers, they were oppressed in the land and
weak financially and in status, yet they were victorious against . s< 4 (Pharaoh), due to
their belief and them being the carriers of wagill (monotheism) at that time. Allah says in
Chapter Ash-Shua'raa, 42, verse 51-66: )
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"Verily! We really hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins, as we are the first of the
believers [in Musa (Moses) and in the Monotheism which he has brought from Allah]." (51)
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And We inspired Musa (Moses), saying: "Take away My slaves by night, verily, you will be
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pursued." (52)
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Then Firaun (Pharaoh) sent callers to (all) the cities (53)
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(Saying): "Verily! These indeed are but a small band. (54)
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"And verily, they have done what has enraged us; (55)
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"But we are host all assembled, amply fore- warned." (56)
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So, We expelled them from gardens and springs, (57)
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Treasures, and every kind of honourable place. (58)
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Thus [We turned them (Pharaoh's people) out] and We caused the Children of Israel to
inherit them. (59)
i i
So they pursued them at sunrise. (60)
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And when the two hosts saw each other, the companions of Musa (Moses) said: "We are
sure to be overtaken." (61)
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[Musa (Moses)] said: "Nay, verily! With me is my Lord, He will guide me." (62)
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Then We inspired Musa (Moses) (saying): "Strike the sea with your stick." And it parted,
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and each separate part (of that sea water) became like the huge, firm mass of a mountain.
(63)
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Then We brought near the others [Fir'aun's (Pharaoh) party] to that place. (64)
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And We saved Musa (Moses) and all those with him. (65)

Allah says in Chapter Ghafir, 40, verse 51:
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Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who belleve (in the
Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism) in this world's life and on the Day when the
witnesses will stand forth, (i.e. Day of Resurrection),

When you look at the battle of ,. Badr, you see that the polytheists outnumbered the
Companions by a factor of three to one. But the companions were successful and went on
to spread the Islamic Empire from the East to the West. And this was all due to them being
rewarded by Allah for their strong s..iall (belief).

This was the reward for the believers in this life, as for in the hereafter then Allah promised
the believers delights that have not even been imagined.

Allah says in Chapter Al-Bagarah, 2, verse 25:
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And give glad tidings to those who believe and do righteous good deeds, that for them will
be Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise). Every time they will be provided with a fruit
therefrom, they will say: "This is what we were provided with before," and they will be
given things in resemblance (i.e. in the same form but different in taste) and they shall
have therein Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates or wives), (having no menses, stools,
urine, etc.) and they will abide therein forever.

And Allah says in Chapter Yunus 10, verse 26:
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For those who have done good is the best (reward, i.e. Paradise) and even more (i.e.
having the honour of glancing at the Face of Allah) Neither darkness nor dust nor any
humiliating disgrace shall cover their faces. They are the dwellers of Paradise, they will
abide therein forever.

And Allah says in Chapter AI-Qiyaama 75, verses 22-23:
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[Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant,
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Looking at their Lord.

And this is the greatest reward for the believers in paradise. Looking at the Face of their
Lord who they believed in when they could not see Him. So Allah rewards them by
allowing them to see Him.

As for the disbelievers in Allah, then they will never see their Creator as Allah says in
Chapter Al-Mutaffifin, 83, verse 15:
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No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.
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It is necessary for the testimony 4l ¥l 4l ¥ (there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah) to be with 7 conditions, and this testimony does not benefit anyone
except with all of these conditions.

1. Jgall (oS0l alall
Knowledge which negates doubt, and the proof the saying of Allah in Chapter
Muhammad, 47, verse 19:
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So know (O Muhammad SAW) that La ilaha ill- Al/ah (none has the r/ght to be worshipped
but Allah), and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men and
believing women. And Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of rest (in your
homes).
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In the Sahih from Uthman that the Messenger of Allah said: "whoever dies knowing that
there is no god worthy of worship except Allah enters Jannah.

So it is not accepted from the person that he says the testimony but he does not know
Allah and how to single Him out in worship. Knowledge, is therefore a very important
condition.

2. cleill oSLul cpdalf
Certainty that negates doubt, and the proof is the saying of Allah in Chapter Al-Hujarat,
49, verse 15:
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Only those are the believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and
afterward doubt not but strive with their wealth and their lives for the Cause of Allah.
Those! They are the truthful.
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And in the Sahih, | testify that there is no god worthy worship except Allah and | am the

Messenger of Allah. A slave does not meet Allah with these two, not doubting in them,
except that he enters paradise.

Sincerity which negates shirk, and the proof is the statement of the Messenger 4 Lo

ploy dale
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In the Sahih from 'Utman bin Maalik from the Prophet who said: Allah has forbidden upon
the fire whoever says there is no god worthy of worship except Allah, seeking with that His
face.

4. QIsU SLl Bacall
Truthfulness which negates lying, and the proof is the statement of Allah in Chapter Al-
Ankaboot, 29, verse 3:
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And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly make (it)
known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make (it) known (the falsehood
of) those who are liars, (although Allah knows all that before putting them to test).

LGl sle

And from the sunnah: what is established in the (suaall (saheehain: al-Bukhari and
Muslim): on the authority of Mu'aadh bin Jabal from the Prophet: there isn't anyone who
testifies that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is His slave
and messenger, truthfully from his heart, except Allah makes him impermissable upon the
fire.

5. o<l 48l daal
Love which negates hate, and the proof is the saying of Allah in Chapter Al-Bagara, 2,
verse 164
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And of manklnd are some Who take (for worship) others bes:des Allah as r/vals (to Allah).
They love them as they love Allah. But those who believe, love Allah more (than anything
else). If only, those who do wrong could see, when they will see the torment, that all power
belongs to Allah and that Allah is Severe in punishment.
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And from the Sunnah, what is established in the Sahih, on the authority of Anas, from the
Prophet al.ys w:le dl oL Who said: "There are three that whoever has them has found the
sweetness of faith: that Allah and His Messenger al. wle &l oL~ are more beloved to him
than anyone else, that a man loves a person for nothing except the sake of Allah, and that
he hates that he returns to disbelief like he hates that he be thrown into the fire.

6. & yill (oLl aLadY |
Submission which negates leaving off, and its proof is the statement of Allah in Chapter
An- Nisaa 4, verse 125
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And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e.
follows Allah's Religion of Islamic Monotheism); and he is a Muhsin (a good-doer - see
V.2:112). And follows the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham) Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism - to
worship none but Allah Alone). And Allah did take Ibrahim (Abraham) as a Khalil (an
intimate friend)

7. 5l 3L J gadl

Acceptance which negates rejection, and the proof is in Chapter An-Noor, 24, verse 51:
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The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are called to Allah (His Words, the
Qur'an) and His Messenger (SAW), to judge between them, is that they say: "We hear and
we obey." And such are the prosperous ones (who will live forever in Paradise).

What we have mentioned in this short book is a summary of the belief that it is obligatory
for every Muslim to have. It is this belief which has been based on following the
understanding of the llall Cilull (Pious Predecessors) . For indeed you find in this time
many people claim to be following the methodology and understanding of the allall aliulf
(Pious Predecessors) , but they in reality do not understand the basic fundamentals of that
methodology, for they do not even recognise the «sel (taaghoot: tyrant) that they have
been ordered to reject as part of the first obligation in Islam, the testimony that nothing is
worthy of worship except Allah (<! ¥] <! ¥).

May Allah make us from those who reject =l (taaghoot: tyrants) in all its forms,
believing in Allah with the authentic belief and obeying His Commands, making our religion
sincerely for Him. We ask Allah to aid us in making His Word uppermost by giving the
Muslims power and unity in the land. We ask Allah to accept our efforts and give us good
in this life and in the hereafter.
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