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The Day of Resurrection: The Tenth Event 
The Bridge 

                       (Ṣ  āṭ)  s t       g  st  t      v   H ll  v         p  pl    ll    ss t  g t t  P     s .    ut  t, 

 ll   ( ىل عت ) s ys: 

                                                                                

And there is none of you except that he will pass over it. This is with your Lord a decree which must be 

accomplished.[Sū    M  y m, 19:71] 

‘   ullā  I n M s’ū , Q tā   ,  n  Z y  I n  sl m  xpl  n   t  s v  s  t  m  n t      ss ng  f t   bridge. Others, 

 n lu  ng I n ‘   ās,  xpl  n   t  t  t   s     s t  s        ll  nt   t   f     ut   ll    s v   f  m  t. 

    p  p  t (                   ) said: 

                                                                                                              

   n t       g    ll    pl      v   H ll  n   nt    ss  n   ll    p  m tt  .    y (t   m ss ng  s)   ll s y, “O   ll  , 

s v  (us), s v  (us).” [113] 
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Scholars have differed as to the exact nature of this bridge. Some say it is a wide path over which people will cross 

       ng t  t       s t  y      n t  s l f .    y s y  t  s          us  t        “    g ,” t k n  t f    v lu , m  ns 

just that and becaus   ll  ’s m ss ng   (                   ) described it as being slippery and elusive. They 

understood that the bridge must be somewhat wide because a very narrow path would not be described with the 

specific Arabic words (slippery and elusive) that th  p  p  t us  .    n  sk      ut t       g , t   p  p  t (        

           ) said: 

                                                                                                               

It is slippery, elusive with hooks and grapples, and broad spikes and curved thorns.[Recorded by al-Buk ā ī  n  

Muslim] 

 n   n t      īt  n    t    y   ū Hu  y   , t   p  p  t (                   ) said: 

                                                            
                                                                                

     

It has hooks like the thorns of al-S ’ ān (a place in Najd) except that no one but Allah 

knows the huge size of them. They will seize people according to their deeds.[Recorded 

by al-Buk ā ī  n  Musl m] 

Ot    s   l  s s    n ,  t  s   tu lly   v  y n          g  just  s   s   m   n      īt  

n    t    y   ū S ’ī   l-K u  ī (  هنع هلل  يض )  n          s   : 

                                                                               

He informed (or: It has reached) me that the bridge is sharper that a sword and thinner than a hair.[116] 

Here we come to a question: How is it possible for people to actually pass over a bridge like this? The answer is that 

the events and things to occur in the hereafter cannot be compared to or measured based solely on what we know of 

things of this life. Allah is capable of anything, and we do not know exactly how people will cross it. Will they cross in 

groups or one at a time? Allah knows best. 

But regarding this issue—whether the bridge is wide or narrow—it is not incumbent on people to accept one position 

over the other because both groups of scholars have strong points. 

Crossing the Bridge 

No one will cross the bridge except the believers. As for the disbelievers, they will    t k n st   g t t  t   f   .     

  l  v  s   ll    ss  t        ng t  t         s   s    n t      īt  n    t    y   ū S ’ī   l-K u  ī (           ) t  t 

t   p  p  t (                 ) said: 

                                                                                                   
                                                                

                                            

The believers will cross: some as fast as the blink of an eye, some like lightning, some like the wind, some like a bird, 

some like horses, and some as fast as camels. Some people will be safe a secure, some will be scratched but 

delivered, and others will fall into the fire of Hell.[Recorded by al-Buk ā ī  n  Musl m] 



The speed at which a person crosses is obviously not by his choice. If it were, naturally everyone would want to cross 

quickly. Rather, the passage across is according to the speed at which he used to accept religious teachings in this 

life. So whoever was always quick to accept the teachings of the messengers, he will pass quickly over the bridge. 

Whoever was slow to accept them will pass slowly over the bridge. It is a suitable reward and the reward is according 

to the deed. 

Some people will be seized by hooks that are on the bridge and, again, this will only be according to their deeds. As 

f   t   p  p  t’s st t m nt, “ t   s   ll f ll  nt  t   f     f H ll,”  t  s un   st    t  t t   f     nt        s nn  s   ll  fall 

is the same fire the disbelievers will be in. However, these believing sinners will still not experience the same 

punishment as disbelievers will. Some scholars have even said that this fire will be cool and safe for them just as the 

fire was cool and peaceful on Prophet Abraham. [118] 

However, what is more apparent is that this is not the case; the fire will likely be hot and painful but not as intense as 

the heat the disbelievers in Allah will experience. As a side note, the points on the body upon which believers 

prostrate during prayer will never be touched by the fire just as it has been r p  t    y t   p  p  t  n “Ṣ  ī   l- 

Buk ā ī”  n  “Ṣ  ī  Musl m.” [119] The places of prostration are those that touch the ground: the forehead, nose, 

palms, knees, and the toes. 

In      īt   n “Ṣ  ī  Musl m,” t   p  p  t (                   ) also said: 

                            
                                                                                                    

                              

                                                    

Their deeds will carry them (over the bridge) while your prophet is standing on the bridge saying, “My Lord, save 

(them), save (t  m).” Some s  v nts’ deeds will hinder them so much that a man will be unable to pass over except 

while crawling. [Recorded by Muslim.] 

 n   n “Ṣ  ī   l-Buk ā ī:” 

                                            

…unt l the last of them crosses being dragged.[Recorded by al-Buk ā ī] 

    f  st  f t   p  p  ts t     ss t       g    ll    Mu  mm   (                   )  n  t   f  st  f  ll   l g  us n t  ns 

  ll      s n t  n  s t   p  p  t (                   ) said: 

                                                                                                                                                                 

I and my nation will be the first to be allowed to cross it. On that day, no one will speak except the messengers and 

the prayer of the messengers that day will be, “O  Allah, save (us), save (us)! [Recorded by al-Buk ā ī] 

I n   ym yy   s ys, “ ft   t  y    ss, t  y   ll st p  t       g /pl tf  m   t   n P     s   n  t   f     n  t  y   ll 

s ttl   ny un  s lv    ssu s   t   n t  ms lv s.” 

This area is a small bridge or platform, and this settling of disagreements between them is not the major settling of 

affairs and retribution that occurs between people on the Day of Resurrection. Instead, this particular reconciliation is 

to resolve any bad feelings, grudges, or  ng   t  t m y st ll   m  n  n p  pl ’s     ts. S   n   s ns , t  s  s   p      



of purification because the major settling of disagreements does not necessarily remove all feelings of resentment 

  t  n p  pl ’s     ts. 

So this bridge or platform between Paradise and Hell is to purify the hearts so that the believers enter Paradise 

  v ng n      f  l ngs f    n   n t     s  ll   ( ىل عت ) s ys: 

                                                                                                                      

Enter it with peace, safe and secure. And we will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment, (so they will 

become) brothers, on thrones facing each other.[Sū     l-Ḥ j , 15:46-47] 

   ut t  s     g    f    P     s , t   p  p  t (   ل              :   s (   

                                                                                                                                                                      

                                   
                                                                                  

                                     
                 

                      

When the believers are delivered from the fire, they will be detained at the bridge between Paradise and the fire to 

settle whatever injustices may have occurred between them in life. When they have all become refined and purified, 

entrance into Paradise will be granted. And I swear by the one in whose hand is Mu  mm  ’s life, each individual will 

recognize his home in Paradise even more so than he does his home in this life. [Recorded by al-Buk ā ī] 

 

Footnotes 

[113] Recorded by by al-Buk ā ī  n  Musl m.          ng  f Musl m  s    v ; t        ng  f  l-Buk ā ī  s: 

                                    
                                                               :                           

The bridge of Hell will be placed and I will be the first to be permitted. The supplication of the messengers that day 

will be, “O  Allah, save (us), save (us).” 

[116] R         y Imām   m    n   m  fū’ f  m m  n ng s m     īt  s   l  s     pt  t  s    ng “   s  ” t  t   

st tus  f  n   tu l st t m nt  f t   p  p  t   ms lf (                   ). Imam Muslim also mentioned it in his authentic 

  ll  t  n  s     mm nt t   n t       īt . 

[118] This is when the disbelieving people attempted to burn Abraham for destroying their idols. About this, Allah says 

 n Sū     l- n  yā, 21:68-69: 

                                                                                                                                       

They said, “Bu n him and support your gods if you are to   t.” We (Allah) said, “F   , be coolness and safety upon 

Abraham.” 

[119]        īt ,           y  l-Buk ā ī  n  Musl m,  s: 

            
                                                                 

                                                                                            

                                                                            
                                



When Allah wants mercy for someone from the people of the fire, he commands the angels to take out whoever used 

to worship Allah. So they (the angels) will recognize them by the marks of prostration because Allah has forbidden 

the fire from destroying the marks of prostration. 
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