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Itban bin Malik Al-Ansari, who was one from Bani Salim, saying,
“l used to lead my tribe of Bani Salim in prayer. Once | went to
the Prophet 3 and said to him, ‘I have weak eyesight and at times
the rainwater flood intervenes between me and the mosque of
my tribe and | wish that you would come to my house and pray at
some place so that | could take that place as a place for praying
(mosque).

He said:

‘Allaah willing, | shall do that.’

Next day Allaah’s Messenger # along with Abu Bakr .,
ame to my house after the sun had risen high and he asked
ermission to enter. | gave him permission, but he didn't sit till
e said to me:

‘Where do you want me to pray in your house?’

pointed to a place in the house where | wanted him to
ray. So he stood up for the prayer and we aligned behind him.
e completed the prayer with Tas/im and we did the same

The children in the house should not be left alone as soon
s they can distinguish the left from the right. Hisham bin Sa’d
" ported: We entered upon Mu’adh bin Abdullah bin Khubayb
I-Juhani <. He said to his wife: When (at what age) should a boy
ray? She replied: Some person of us reported: The Messenger

2] Al-Bukhaaree.






“Verily, the rising by night {for Tahgjjud prayer) is very hard
and most potent and good for governing (the soul), and
most suitable for {(understanding) the Word {of Allaah).”
[AlI-Muzammil (73):6]

“Make it a point to observe Tahajjud prayer, for it was the
practice of the pious gone before you (and it is the means
whereby you can find) nearness to your Lord and (seek)
expiation for the sins and (find) prevention from evil.”*"!

‘Amr bin Abasah % reports that he heard the Prophet #£ say:

“The closest that a slave comes to his Lord is during the
middle of the latter portion of the night. If you can be among
those who remember Allaah, the Exalted One, at that time
then do so.”1%

Narrated Abu Umamah «: “It was asked: Allaah's Messenger,
hich supplication is most readily answered? He said:

At-Tirmidhee.
Al-Hakim.
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“Recite the Qur’aan, for on the Day of Resurrection it will
come as an intercessor for those who recite it. Recite the two
bright ones, Al-Baqarah and Surah Al-imran, for on the Day
of Resurrection they will come as two clouds or two shades,
or two flocks of birds in ranks, pleading for those who recite
them. Recite Surah Al-Baqarah, for to take recourse to it is a
blessing and to give it up is a cause of grief, and the magicians
(sorcerers and other evil people) cannot confront it.”*")

Special mention of Surah Al-Baqarah

JREEEIN

“Do not turn your homes into graves as the Shaytaan flees

[51] Muslim.
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from the homes where Surah al-Bagarah is recited.” 3%

And:

“Recite Surah Al-Bagarah in your homes as Shaytaan does
not enter a home where Surah Al-Bagarah is recited.” 1!

He # also mentioned the merits of reciting the last two Verses
of Surah Al-Bagarah, when he said:

“Indeed, Allaah, the Most High, wrote a book before He
created the Heavens and the earth by two thousand years
and it is by the Throne. He sent down from it two Verses to
finish Surah Al-Bagarah with them. If they are recited in an
abode for three nights, the Shaytaan will not come near it.”>¥

[52]  Muslim.
Al-Haakim.
[54] Ahmad in As-Sunan.
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eats, Shaytaan says: ‘There is no place for you to spend the
night here and there is no food to eat here’ If he enters his
home and does not remember the name of Allaah while
entering; Shaytaan says: ‘There is a place for you to spend
the night. If he does not remember the name of Allaah
while eating he says: ‘There is a place for you to eat and
spend the night.”*!

Prayer for Leaving the Home

The Prophet # said:

“If a man leaves his home and says: ‘In the Name of Allaah,
I place my trust in Allaah and there is nor power except
with Allaah. (Bismillah tawakkaltu ala Allaah wa la Hawla
wa la guwwata illa bi-Allaah) It will be said to him: ‘You are
guided, defended and protected’ Shaytaan will go away from
him and another Shaytaan will say to him: ‘Think! How can
you deal with a man who has been guided, defended and
protected?”"!

[56] Muslim.
[57] Abu Dawood.






Building the Home: Features of the Home

Responsibilities

A Muslim home is built upon individual and collective
responsibilities. These responsibilities are given in a structure of
laws designed to create order and harmony in the home. The
first and foremost responsibility shared by all and which must
be enforced by those in authority in the home is the worship of
Allaah and Allaah alone. Allaah says:

$o X N) o0 BT S o

“And i {Allaah} created not the jinns and humans except they
should worship Me {Alone).” [Adh-Dhaariyaat (51):56].

The Muslim home is a trust and responsibility that parents /
guardians shoulder, because they are the foundation and the
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shepherd over the house of her husband and his children
and is responsible for them. The servant is a shepherd over
his master’s property and is responsible for it. The man is
responsible for his father’s property. Every one of you is a
shepherd and every one is responsible for his flock.”!!

In this brief but comprehensive statement, the Messenger of
Allaah 4z has captured the essence of our different responsibilities
as members of the community. He has likened our responsibilities
to that of a shepherd and if we look closely at the shepherd, we
would see how appropriate the similitude.

The man is a shepherd over members of his family and is
responsible for them: The shepherd start to gather his flock by
selecting good breed to rear. This has been covered previously
under the chapter on “Choosing the right partner”. Then, the
shepherd is responsible for the protection of his flock from
physical dangers.

Allaah 4% says:
C L Y B o

=2

LN

td s

’/‘(7 ,i:
& Amfsany Al

ISy

Lt:\

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allaah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their
means.” [An-Nisaa’ (4):34].

The shepherd protects his flock from all sorts of danger, both
physical and otherwise. So also is the man responsible for the

[60] Al-Bukhaari (Adab Al-Mufrad) & Muslim.
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Halaal is not restricted to the food itself, but also to the wealth
that is used to provide it.

Allaah’s Messenger # said:

“Itis enough a sin for a man that he withholds the subsistence
from one whose master he is.”[¢%

And while carrying out his responsibilities of feeding or clothing
his dependants, he should avoid providing for them from Haraam
proceeds, he should remember the warning of the Messenger of
Allaah # that:

“And any flesh that has been fed on Suht'®*! has more right to
go to the fire of Hell.”154

Abu Hurayrah & reported Allaah 's Messenger # as saying:

“O people, Allaah is Good and He therefore, accepts only
that which is good. And Allaah commanded the believers as
He commanded the Messengers by saying:

[(62] Muslim.
[63] Every prohibited object.

(64] Tabaraanee.






‘Messenger #z said:

“Of the Dinar you spend as a contribution in Allaah’s path,
or to set free a slave, or as a Sadaqah given to a needy, or to
support your family, the one yielding the greatest reward is
that which you spent on your family.”1*°l

The other members of the family are at once part of the flock
iand shepherds too just as the Messenger of Allaah # has said.
iConsequentIy, they too should take care of what has been put in
Etheir care. As part of the flock, they owe the head of the home
gone important duty: obedience. The only qualification to this
obedience is that it has to be in that which is good and not in
iopposition to what Allaah has commanded.

Allaah’s Messenger 4z said:
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“A Muslim has to listen to and obey (the order of his ruler)
whether he likes it or not, as long as his orders involve not one
in disobedience (to Allaah), but if an act of disobedience (to
Allaah) is imposed one should not listen to it or obey it.” 1°"

[66] Muslim.
;[67] Al-Bukhaaree.
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