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All praise is for Allaah; may peace and salutations be upon the Messenger of Allaah, his family and all his
companions. Thereafter,

There is a lot of discussion regarding the night of Mid-Sha’ban (i.e. 15th Sha’baan) and its virtues. | will
not list the evidences nor discuss the various opinions, rather my objective is only to clarify what | know
from the Madhhabb of the people of knowledge and firmness, and at the head of the people of knowledge
is Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah). The discussion regarding Mid-Sha’baan will focus on
four main points:

1. Its virtue
2. Specifying its night for [voluntary] prayers
3. Fasting the 15th of Sha’baan
4. Celebrating it
Its virtue

Regarding the virtue of Mid-Sha’baan, there are various Ahaadeeth from the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi
wa sallam) regarding it, that Allaah descends on that night, however there is much speech regarding the
[lack of] authenticity of these Ahaadeeth. Also, the divine descent of Allaah is not specific to the night of
mid-Sha’baan, rather Allaah (the Glorified) descends every night as has been established by Mutawaatir
Ahaadeeth [1] from the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam). This Hadeeth has been narrated by over
28 companions.

So whoever authenticated and accepted the Hadeeth [of Allaah descending of the night of Mid-Sha’baan]
considered this as a virtue of this night i.e. Allaah specifically descends on the night of Mid-Sha’ban just
as he descends on the day of ‘Arafah.

However, the mere mention of a virtue does not mean that we should legislate acts of worship from
ourselves, unless there is a clear authentic Hadeeth from the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam).
Also, if this virtue [of Allaah descending on the night of Mid-Sha’baan] was established then it would have
been narrated to us via Mutawaatir Ahaadeeth just as the narrations of Allaah descending in the last third
of every night have been narrated.

Spending the night of Mid-Sha’baan in Prayer

A group of scholars considered this to be correct, however a group amongst the accomplished scholars of
Tahqgeeq (critique and analysis) clearly mentioned this action as a Bid’ah for which there is no basis from
the actions nor statements of the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam).

So praying at night is not an issue as long as this is done without specifying the night of mid-Sha’baan to
the exclusion of other nights, because the correct opinion is that there is no special virtue for specifying
the night of Mid-Sha’baan. Even if some of the Salaf did this, however it was not the practice of the large
majority of the Salaf that they would spend the night in prayer; neither has it been established from the
Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) that he used to specify its night with Prayer. Had this been
authentically narrated, then the ardent desire of the companions would have meant they narrated this to
us from the Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) or the Four Rightly Guided Caliphs (may Allaah be
pleased with them).

Regarding the two previous points: Even if we negate the virtue of Mid-Sha’baan and praying at night,
however this should not necessitate division and discord, because the difference of opinion regarding it is
due to it being an issue that requires investigation and there is permitted difference between the scholars.

And both the opinions have been held by scholars who are recognised and they have an esteemed status
in the religion and understanding. However the correct opinion is that it is not established, and the opinion
of the large majority of scholars is that its virtue is not authentically established nor should it be specified
with night prayers.

Fasting 15th Sha’'baan




As for fasting the day of Mid-Sha’baan, then there is no basis for it in the Sunnah, there is no evidence
establishing or proving this action. Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah [2] said: “As for fasting the day of
Mid-Sha’baan on its own, there is no basis for it, if fact specifying it is Makrooh”. [3]

Celebrating it

As for celebrating the night of mid-Sha’baan then this is a Bid’ah (innovation)according to the agreement
of the scholars of the Muslims; there is no recognised scholars who considered the legislation of
celebrating the night of Mid Sha’baan, Laylat Al-Qadr or the night of the 27th of Rajab. [4]

All of this is Bid'ah (innovation) and misguidance for which there is no allowance from Allaah nor His
Messenger (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam).

And Allaah knows best. May peace and salutations be upon our Prophet Muhamad, his family and
companions

Written by
Badr Ibn ‘Alee Ibn Taamee Al-Utaybee
Thursday, 12th Sha’baan 1437h

Footnotes

[1] Mutawaatir Ahaadeeth refers to Ahaadeeth which have been narrated by a large number of
trustworthy narrators, such that there is no doubt regarding their authenticity.

[2] Igtidhaa As-Siraat Al-Mustageem 2/138

[3] Ibn Taymiyyah intended by this that specifying the 15th of any Islamic month is disliked, rather a
person should fast the 13th, 14th and 15th of the month as has been authentically narrated from the
Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam). As for specifying only the 15th of every Islamic month, then this is
Makrooh (disliked), and so the 15th of Sha’baan enters into this.

[4] Another innovation has arisen that people hold festivities and celebrations on the 27th of Rajab
because of Al-lsraa Wal-Mi'raaj. Please refer to: Al-Israa Wal-Mi'raaj and the innovation of 27th Rajab
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