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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

n the Name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Most

Merciful. All praises are for Allah the Lord of the
universe, the most Merciful most Kind. Master of the day
of judgement. Most Merciful most Kind. You alone we
worship and you alone we ask for help. Guide us along the
straight path. The path of those who have earned your fa-
vour. And not the path of those who have earned your anger

and went astray. Ameen. And praise and salutations on our

ALY

and his noble and pure family and

liege-lord the Prophet

the stalwart scholars of this ummabh.

THE FORTY HADITH GENRE

The virtue for memorising forty hadiths can be traced back

to the Prophet 42:." Although scholars of hadith have criti-
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cally analysed the hadith and discussed its defects, it func-
tioned as an impetus for them to create the forty hadith
genre. It maybe the scholars’ sincerity to carefully practice
the Prophet’s 4 sunna on the one hand and their scepti-
cal caution to attribute any dubious material to him on the
other that they did not strictly include forty hadiths in their
collections. For example imam an-Nawawi includes forty-
two hadiths in his collection and imam Ibn Hajar include’s
forty-five hadiths in this collection. Nevertheless, the major
motivation for collecting forty hadiths has been devotional
with a few exceptions. For example to gain some finan-
cial benefits from Sultan Ahmad III, the Ottoman scholar
Osman Zade Ta’ib wrote a forty hadith collection on the
virtues of good health and presented it to the Sultan when
he recovered from an illness.

Scholars have collected forty hadiths on a whole range of
topics. These included from one theme only to a number of
themes. An-Nawawi identifies a few of these themes such as:
fundamentals of religion (usiil ad-din), Islamic law, jihad, ex-
hortation and intimidation (farghib wa tarhib) and etiquettes

(adab). Some of the collections translated and published by

<0
w U~
o

Turath Publishing include: Loving the Prophet’s 4 family
(al-Kattani), virtues of the Prophet’s wives (Ibn “Asakir), ex-
cellence of the Qur’an (‘Ali al-Qari) and legal judgements

(as-Suyuti). Other topics include as-Sulami’s (d. 422/1031)
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Introduction

forty hadith on sufi morals, Aba Nu‘aym al-Isfihant’s (d.
430/1089) Kitab al-arbam ‘ala madhahib al-muhagqigin min
as-siafiyya, and Muhiyyuddin ibn al-Arab?’s forty hadith a/-
Ahadith al-Qudsiyya.

In addition to compiling topical collections, the scholars
also compiled forty hadith collections with regards to spe-
cial features in the usnad. For example, Aba Sa'd Ahmad Ibn
Muhammad al-Malini (d. 412/1021) compiled a forty hadith
collection where all the shuykh in the isnad were sufis called
Rutab al-Arba‘in fi shuyakh as-sifiypa. Similarly ‘Abdullah
al-Furawi (d. 530/1136) started of the trend of narrating
hadiths from forty different shuyukh. This feature was later
developed by Abt al-Futah at-T21 (d. 555/1160) who col-
lected forty hadiths from forty shuytkh going through forty
Companions. Finally Ibn ‘Asakir’s teacher Aba Tahir as-
Silafi further developed it in his Autab al-Arba‘in al-Mustaghn?
bi TIa’yin ma fiki ‘an al-Mu‘in by narrating from forty shuyakh
from forty different towns. Imam Ibn Hajar’s al-Imta” fi al-
Arba‘tn al-Mutabayyinat as-Sima“ follows the above pattern,
since he narrates from 40 Companions through 40 shuyukh
in a myriad of places such as Makkah, in front of the Ka'bah,
between the rawda and minbar, Cairo, Damscus, Bayt al-

Maqdis and many more.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

From where he sat in the house of al-Kharrabi near mount
Safa the scenery was awe-inspiring. He could see people
flocking towards the black stone situated in the eastern cor-
ner of the Ka'ba. He was listening to his first hadith lectures
delivered on the Sakih al-Bukhari by Shaykh ‘Afif ad-Din. Just
moments before, the twelve year old Ibn Hajar had led the
people in tarawih prayer. This first lesson sowed the seed of
love for hadith in the young Ibn Hajar’s heart to the extent
that he reached the heights of excellence. As-Suyuti calls
him the adh-Dhahabi of his time. He says, ‘He is the imam of
the hadith scholars of his time, the hafiz of Egypt, its great-
est hadith scholar, nay, the greatest hadith scholar ever to
have lived.” He drank from the well of Zamzam and prayed
to Allah to make him like adh-Dhahabi. Allah accepted his
prayer and he surpassed adh-Dhahabi in knowledge.*
Imam Abu al-Fadl, Shihab ad-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Ahmad al-Kinani al-Asqalani was
born on 22 Sha’ban 773 hijri (18 February 1372) in the old
quarters of Cairo. He is famously known as Ibn Hajar which
was either the name of one of his forefathers Ahmad or the
latters father’s name. He came from a pious and scholarly
family. His father Shaykh Nuar ad-Din Ali (d. 777) was a
mufti and his father’s paternal uncle Fakhr ad-Din ‘Ali was
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a shafi faqih and the head mutfti of Alexandria. Ibn Hajar’s
mother died when he was very young and his father died
when he was four. He was looked after by one of his guard-
ian al-Kharrabi who looked after him and educated him
and had an everlasting effect on him. He started maktab
when he was five and memorised the Qur‘an in a very short
time. He memorised the entire surah Maryam in a day. He
also memorised Ibn Hajib’s small treatise on figh.

After al-Kharrobi’s death, he was looked after by Ibn
al-Qattan who introduced him to the scholar Siraj al-Din
al-Bulqini. Some of his famous teachers include al-Bulqini,
Ibn al-Mulaqqin, al-‘Iraqi, Nur al-Din al-Haythami, ‘Izz
ibn al-Jama'a and the famous lexicographer Majduddin
al-Fayruzabadi (hadith g5). Some of his famous students
include as-Sakhawi, Qasim ibn al-Qutlubugha, Kamal ibn
al-Humam and Zayn Zakariyya al-Ansari. Imam as-Suyuti
says that he used to frequent the gathering of Ibn Hajar as a
child with his father. He may have also heard some hadiths
from him although he does not remember. Ibn Hajar died
in 852 while as-Suyati was born in 849. In addition to his
scholarly activities, imam Ibn Hajar also took the public of-
fice of the chiet gadi of Cairo. Despite having an aversion
to engage in politics, he took the office of qadi no less than
seven times.

Imam Ibn Hajar wrote over 3oo hundred books, some
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as small as the current book and others going into volumes
covering topics as wide a range as hadith to Arabic grammar
and poetry. Indeed he was a poet by temperament. The most
famous of his books is Fath al-Bari the commentary of Sahih
al-Bukhari. Ash-Shawkani says about it, ‘Hijra is no longer
required after Fath.” Ash-Shawkani uses the same words of a
Prophetic hadith to praise the Fath al-Bari. By it the Prophet

&> meant that it was no longer necessary to emigrate (Aijra)

after the conquest (fath) of Makkah. Ash-Shawkani intended

by these words that it was no longer necessary to travel

for knowledge since hafiz Ibn Hajar has already done the
hard work for us in Fath al-Bari. Upon studying the vari-
ous commentaries of Sahifi al-Bukhart prevalent in his time,
Ibn Khaldton (d. 8o9) says that the Muslims still have a
debt that they must pay to imam al-Bukhari for writing the
Sahih. Imam as-Sakhawi, Ibn Hajar’s student says that if Ibn
Khaldton had the opportunity to study the Fath al-Bari he
would have conceded that this debt has been paid.

In addition to the a/-Imta’, Ibn Hajar also has a number

of other forty hadith collections such as:

1. Al-Arba‘un al-Ashariyat al-Isnad ila as-Sahaba
Al-Arba‘un fir Rad* al-Mujrim ‘an Sabb al-Muslim
Al-Arba‘an al-Mumtaza bt Awalt Shuyakh al-ljaza
Al-Arba‘an al-Muntaga min Awali Muslim ‘ala al-Bukhart

sl S
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5.  Al-Arba‘in min Masma® Ibn ‘Abd ad-Daim min at-larghib
l1 at-"Taymi

6. Duya’ al-Anam bi Awalt Shaykh al-Islam al-Bulgini

7. Al-Awali at-Taliya li Mi‘ab al-Aliya

8. Mukhtasar al-Imta® bi al-Arba“in al-Mutabayina bi Shart

as-Sima’

Imam Ibn Hajar’s fame wasn’t unchallenged and unri-
valled. Many scholars interrupted his work as a qadi. His
arch-nemesis was his fellow colleague at the al-Mu’ayyid
school, the famous hanafi scholar and commentator of Sahi/
al-Bukhari Imam Badr ad-Din al-‘Ayni (d. 855). Academic ri-
valry between them was perhaps due to a number of factors:
firstly both of them held the office of chief qadi; Ibn Hajar of
the shafis and al-Ayni of the hanafis. Secondly both of them
wrote a commentary of the same book and finally both of
them used their commentary to give leverage to their madh-
dhab. Since al-‘Ayni wrote his commentary called ‘Umdat
al-Qari after Ibn Hajar, he had the benefit of studying and
criticising the latter’s work. Ibn Hajar wrote two rebuttals
afterword called Intigad at-1arid and al-Istansar ‘ala at-Tawn
al-Mukhtar. In there, Ibn Hajar accuses al-‘Ayni of plagia-
rising his material. ‘AbdurRahman al-Basiri (d. 1935), a
Libyan scholar made a study of their differences in his book
Mubtakirat al-Laalt wa ad-Durar fi al-Muhakama bayn al-Aynt
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wa Ibn Hajar. Al-Basiri identified 344 points of contentions
between them. Those who have analysed both the commen-
taries have said that al-Ayni’s grasp of lexicography, gram-
mar and language is much better than Ibn Hajar. Their ri-
valry can be summed up in the following light incident.
One day Ibn Hajar saw the minaret of the al-Mu’ayyid
school, where both he and al-‘Ayni were lecturers, damaged.
Ibn Hajar took this opportunity to have a go at al-Ayni and

wrote the following couplets:

oAl 525 Gl asbe L G Agell LY e el
ol e ol o o s sl 2 1 e el as s s
Splendour belongs to the mosque of our master al-Mu’ayyid
Its minaret shines with beauty and adornment
Inclining away from the middle course, it says, ‘Wait,
Nothing is more injurious to my body than the evil eye
(al-ayn)V’

(The word al-‘ayn (evil eye) is a pun on the name al-‘Ayni)
Upon hearing this al-Ayni retorted with couplets of his own:
JM\}&‘&L@L@JM}. . Q_&J\M\wjj_xssju

A minaret when it is polished it looks like the bride of beauty

Its destruction is according to the decree and will of Allah.
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They say that it has suffered from the evil eye, I say, wrong,
Nothing but the bad quality of the stone (a/-hajar) caused
its destruction!’

(The word al-hajar (stone) is a pun on the name Ibn Hajar)

Imam Ibn Hajar died of a terminal illness which lasted for
two months. He died on Friday night on 28 Dhi al-Hijja 852
hijri (2 February 1448) and was buried in al-Qarrafa, Cairo,
now famously known as the City of the Dead (madinat al-
mawta). The caliph of the time led his funeral prayer. Imam
as-Suytutl mentions that ash-Shihab al-Mansari told him
that he was present at Ibn Hajar’s funeral. It started raining
and Ibn Hajar’s body began to get wet. Capturing the mo-

ment, Al-Mansiri recited the following couplet;

U Z9N | Ppy{ WV Y:3 | RS- | S VG VN | IO Wi W

— ‘J* bw O8 L. L§J I\ Or <J_“ (:J_@JU

The clouds have shed tears of rain on the chief qadi

Thus the solid pillar of stone got ruined

ABOUT THE BOOK

The Imta’is a fine, yet simple example of imam Ibn Hajar’s
finesse in hadith. Imam Ibn Hajar did not make the topics
of the hadith his main focus but the wnad. This is why when
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one reads the Imta‘, one will not get a feel for the logical
arrangements of the topics. They are haphazard and range
from figh to history. The brilliance of imam Ibn Hajar lies
in his arrangement of the usnad. Firstly the collection is a
composition of 45 hadiths the author heard directly from his
teachers. This is the first important value of this book which
is also expressed in its title. There is a difference of opinion
among the scholars of hadith regarding the best mode of
receiving hadith from one’s teacher. Some are of the opinion
that it is to present (‘ard) one’s materials to the shaykh by
reading it to him (gira’at ‘ala ash-shaykh). This is expressed
by some scholars using the phrase ‘garatu ‘al@’ or more com-
monly ‘akhbarana’. Imam Malik was of the opinion that if
the student is confident with his material and competent to
relay it back to the teacher without making major mistakes
then it is better to present it to the teacher. However, the
majority of the scholars are of the opinion that listening
(szma‘a) to the teacher recite the hadith is the superior mode
of reception. This is expressed using the phrases ‘samtu’ or
more famously by some as ‘haddathana’. However the early
scholars such as Abu Hanifa, at-Tahawi and al-Bukhari did
not make any semantical distinctions between the terms
haddathana and akhbarana. Ibn Hajar seems to be following
the opinion that audition (sima‘a) is superior to presentation

(‘ard) hence the title of the book. Nevertheless, there is more
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than one example in the collection where Ibn Hajar reads
to his shaykh (guwra‘ati ‘alayh, hadith 5, 9, 17, 21, 29) or some
other students read while Ibn Hajar is listening in the gath-
ering (qura atan ‘alayh wa an asma’, hadith 15). However this is
an exception and not the rule.

It was the practice of our teacher shaykh Hashim Patel
(may Allah give him health and long life), professor of
Hadith at Darul Uloom Bury, UK to recite the text of the
Sunan Abu Dawiid while all the students listened to him. His
argument was that it is a more accurate and blessed practice
for the teacher to recite the text than the student to recite to
him. This was opposite to the practice of our other shuytkh
of hadith who made the students recite the text to them.
Obviously one can appreciate the pedagogical value in their
approach. May Allah bless all our shuyukh and give them
good health.

Coming back to the Imt¢a’, imam Ibn Hajar heard each
hadith from a different teacher. In this sense the collection
can be called a mujam of Ibn Hajar’s shuyukh. Mujam is a
type of hadith collection where an author arranges his ma-
terials according to the names of his teachers. Famous in this
genre are the three mujams of at-Tabarani. Ibn Hajar’s eru-
dition can really be appreciated when we realise that each of
the hadiths narrated in the collection, in addition to being

received from 45 different shuyukh, is also narrated from
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45 different Companions of the Prophet .. The chapter
headings are named after the Companions 4. In this sense
it can be called a musnad of the sahaba. The musnad is a genre
of hadith collection where the material is organised accord-
ing to the names of the Companions +£. The most famous
musnad 1s the Musnad of imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal.

The al-Imta” starts with a special hadith narrated by
“Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-As which is known as al-musalsal
bi al-awwaliyya. The musalsal is a special type of isnad where
a particular feature is repeated throughout the entire snad.
This particular isnad is known as awwaliyya because it is
the first hadith that the Companion ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn
al-As & heard from the Prophet 4, and it is the first hadith
that his student heard from him and the first hadith that
his student’s student heard from his student and so forth in
all subsequent generations. It is still the practice of hadith
teachers today to initiate hadith lectures with it. This was
also the practice of our shuyukh. Hadith number g5 is an-
other extraordinary example of the musalsal. 'This particular
hadith is known as al-musalsal bi al-Muhammadiyya, meaning
every single narrator in the wnad is called Muhammad. It is
a blessed usnad and should be read with uttermost reverence.

After the first hadith, the next 10 hadiths are narrated
from the 10 Companions who were promised paradise

(al-‘ashara al-mubashshara), starting with the four Caliphs.
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The Companions are: (1) Abt Bakr, (2) “Umar, (3) “‘Uthman,
(4) ‘Ali, (5) Talha ibn “Ubaydullah, (6) az-Zubayr ibn al-"Aw-
wam, (7) Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, (8) Said ibn Zayd, (9) ‘Abd
ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, and (10) Abu “Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah
#%. The following 28 hadiths are alphabetically arranged
according to Companions. Each letter of the alphabet rep-
resents a Companion. Some of these are very famous Com-
panions such as Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah (hadith 16) while others
are nearly unknown for example Hazim ibn al-Harmala
(hadith 17). Hadiths 40 and 41 are narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn
“Umar and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas respectively. This along-
side, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-As (hadith 1) and ‘Abdullah
ibn Mas“ad (hadith 29), completes the inclusion of the four
‘Abdullahs (‘abadila al-arba‘a) in the Imta".

The final hadith (45) has a lengthy discussion on the sta-
tus of the hadith regarding the virtues of 40 hadiths. Ibn
Hajar narrates this hadith from a female teacher of his by
the name of Maryam bint Ahmad as-Sa‘diyya. Another fe-
male teacher of his Sara bint Taqiuddin as-Subki features in
the discussion. The book closes with some poems related to
the virtues of studying for knowledge, a prayer to Allah and
the status of hadith scholars.

This long introduction to the logical arrangement of
the collection will help readers to appreciate the effort that

imam Ibn Hajar put into such as small opuscule. However,
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with such fancy and elaborate materials comes a trade off.
In order to maintain the unique nature of this collection,
Ibn Hajar had to rely on wnads that ranges the entire gamut
of hadith classification from sound (sak#h) to fabricated
(mawdi’). This does not mean that the actual hadith is fabri-
cated. It just means that the particular isnad that he used in
this book is not sound. For example the usnad of hadith g9 on
ascribing false hadiths to the Prophet 4 is weak despite the
fact that the hadith is the only undisputed rigorously sound
(mutawatir) hadith at our disposal. This is purposely done to
maintain the distinguishing characteristic of the opuscule.
Imam Ibn Hajar is aware of this and this is why he supple-
ments every hadith with a long discussion on its snad paths
and variant wordings.

Finally shaykh ‘Abdul ‘Aziz the muhaddith of Delhi
writes in Bustan al-Muhaddithin that every hadith of the Imta’
is supplemented with a poetical couplet encapsulating the
essence of the hadith. This is missing from our manuscript
of Imta". Maybe the shaykh had another manuscript at his
disposal. Here is the translation of the section of Imta" from
the Bustan for the readers benefit. The Bustan has been trans-
lated and published by Turath Publishing as T#e Garden of
the Hadith Scholars.

He related them from forty shaykhs from forty

Companions, and from among them the ten who were
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promised the Garden, and after each hadith he mentioned
some appropriate lines of poetry. For instance, after the sec-
ond hadith, which is: “After the statement of sincerity (the
shahadah), people have not been given anything like health,”
he says:

There are two things whose like an intelligent man
has not been given in our vanishing abode:
Someone who has Allah make easy for him

the testimony of sincerity, and health.

He says after the third hadith, “Actions are according to in-

tentions”:

Actions are according to intentions in every matter in which it
is possible obligatorily.
They spoke well. Do good, and if you cannot, then inten-

tion is enough.

He said after the fourth hadith, “There is no Muslim man
who attends a prescribed prayer and performs purification

and its bowing well and with humility. . .”:

Do purification well and be humble in obedience,

coming to rest in all raka‘ahs.
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It is expiation for what you did before

of minor wrong actions. Good actions. . .

He says after the fifth hadith, “He forbade to drink stand-

b

mg .

When you want to drink, sit down and you will settle
like the stones of the people of the Hijaz.
They have soundly transmitted drinking standing,

but it was to make clear that it is permissible.

He says after the sixth hadith, which is the hadith of Dimam
ibn Tha'labah:

Persevere in the sound sunnaks and you will obtain a reward
and Allah will be pleased with you and you will profit.

If you confine yourselves to the obligatory prayers, then let it be
without abstaining from supererogatory prayers; you will

have success.

He says after the seventh hadith, which is the hadith of the

good news of the ten promised the Garden:

The guide gave good news of the Gardens of ‘Aden to all

of a group of Companions each of whose excellence
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is well-known. Sa‘id, Zubayr, Sa‘d, Talhah, “Amir,
Abu Bakr, “‘Uthman, Ibn ‘Awf, ‘Ali, “Umar.3

EDITORIAL WORK

I have made some major structural changes to the original
arrangement of the text. This is to make the book accessible
for people at all levels of knowledge. Isnads of all hadiths
have been truncated and taken to the appendix. This is
so that the original text does not look cluttered. Only the
names of Ibn Hajar’s shaykh and the Companions have
been kept in the actual text. I have used three dots [. . .] in
the text to show the ellipsis. Similarly, Ibn Hajar’s discus-
sions on the hadiths (which mainly relate to technical hadith
points) have been relegated to the appendix with its transla-
tion. Readers wishing to study the usnads or Ibn Hajar’s dis-
cussions on the hadiths will find them in full in the appendix.
I have done this for all hadiths except three: hadith 1 known
as al-musalsal b1 al-awwaliyya, hadith g5 known as al-musalsal
bt al-Muhammadiyya and hadith 45 which is the final hadith
of the collection where Ibn Hajar discusses extensively the
status of the ‘forty hadith’ hadith.

Further to the above, I have also added a small com-
mentary after each hadith where I thought it was necessary.

I have also provided small biographical information for
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all of the Companions in the book. The biographies have
been taken from Ibn Hajar’s book al-Isaba fi tamyiz as-sahaba.
Finally I pray to Allah that he makes this book a means for
our guidance and success in the hereafter.

Dear Lord, Hallowed be they name, lay not on us a
burden greater than we have strength to bear. Blot our sins,
and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. Thou art our
Protector; help us against those who stand against Faith.
Peace and salutations be showered on your Prophet ¢ and

his pure family and the pious savants of this ummah. Ameen.

MANSUR ALI

September 2014
Caerdydd, Cymru
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