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Introduction

What is Arabic ‘grammar’?

Arabic ‘grammar’ will mean different things to different people.

To learners of Arabic as a foreign language it might mean
the fundamentals of the language: whether there are genders,
whether the noun or the adjective comes first, how the verb
changes in the past and future, etc.

To more advanced Arabists and scholars it might mean the
higher-level subtleties of Modern Standard or Classical Arabic.

To native speakers, it usually conjures up a subject studied at
school, often hazily remembered lessons analysing sentences
with a view to being able to spell and pronounce formal Arabic
correctly.

What this book means by ‘grammar’ is a progressive
knowledge of the structure of Arabic from the basic building
blocks to some, but by no means all, of the more subtle nhuances
of Modern Standard Arabic.

Levels of formality

Learners of Arabic generally appreciate the difference between
the various spoken Arabic dialects and the universal Modern
Standard Arabic. What is not so well understood is that Modern
Standard itself can be spoken and written at different levels of
sophistication.

Although most Arabs can communicate in a form of
standard Arabic and are aware that formal Arabic is
pronounced with additional case endings, only scholars, media
presenters and public speakers use these endings routinely.

This book includes Case Notes sections with additional
explanations and activities covering the grammatical case

Introduction vii

endings used in formal, literary and religious Arabic. These
grammatical cases are similar to those found in languages such
as German or Russian, but in Arabic are not usually
pronounced in less formal contexts. You can use the book
without reference to the Case Notes if you wish initially to
acquire a more general understanding. Alternatively, you can
study the Case Notes sections if you have an interest in this
aspect of Arabic grammar and want to learn about it from the
beginning.

How to use this book

This is a reference and activity book for all beginners and early
intermediate students of Arabic, whether studying in a group or
by themselves. The book can also be used independently to
improve understanding of the basics of grammar or to gain an
overview of the structure of the Arabic language.

The book has a built-in progression. Explanations and
activities draw only on structures already covered in previous
units. Work your way through the units and measure your
progress step by step. Alternatively, if you are already studying
Arabic you can use the relevant part of the book for extra
practice on a particular point of grammar.

The main part of the book is divided into 20 units, each
concentrating on an aspect of Arabic grammar. The units
feature:

e clear structural explanations

* more than 100 stimulating activities to practise particular
grammar points

» optional Case Notes explaining formal case endings (see
above)

e end-of-unit In Summary, highlighting the most important
points of the unit for easy reference.

Answers to all the activities are also included in the final

section of the book.



viii Introduction

Arabic script

It is beneficial to acquire familiarity with the Arabic script and
the short vowel marks before studying this book. However, the
complete alphabet is provided here for reference.

final medial initial isolated letter
L L | | <l alif
- - - — b ba’
S e =3 el 5 ta’
S < iy S 5 tha’
= =~ = c e Jim
~ - — C > ha’
"G S A C A kha’
XY A J 2 Jias dal

XY Ry 3 3 Ji3 dhal
> > 9 2 oy ra’
> > 5 sl zay
o —- — o (e SIN
g i — U o= shin
g — —_— o= slo sad
g -N g U Jls dad
N da Ls 3N A ta’
iy e 4 3 b za’
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final medial initial isolated letter
& - - & € gayn
é. A < & o€ ghayn
"y "y -5 S <5 fa’
3 3 3 3 BB qaf
el < < <l S kaf
J al i J o lam
‘m - -0 e e mim
> —_ - %) O3 NUN
a + - & <a ha’
5 5 I 3 sty waw
s —= = € b ya’
45 fatha a dash above the letter, pronounced as a short
‘a’ after the letter, e.g. ... ba
Cas damma a comma-shape above, pronounced as a short
‘U’ after the letter, e.g. ...2s bu
8 ywS kasra a dash below, pronounced as a short ‘i’ after
the letter, e.g. ... bi
Or6Suw sukan a small circle above showing that no vowel

follows the letter, e.g. < bint (girl)

34 shadda a small ‘w’ shape above showing that the
letter is doubled, e.g. s bunn (coffee beans)

a4es madda a wavy symbol written_over an alif and
pronounced a, e.g. &l anisa (young woman)

(Note: These symbols are not generally included in modern
written Arabic. This book uses them where necessary for clarity.)
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Arabic grammar



The Arabic root
system

Arabic is a language based on a system of ‘roots’. In English,
we often refer to the ‘root’ of a word to mean its origin, for
example the root of the English word ‘engineer’ is the Latin
ingenium, meaning ‘skill’.

The Arabic root, or juwss masdar, refers to the core meaning
of a word. This core can usually be identified by three root
consonants (non-vowels). For example, the sequence of three
consonants ,/.s/ . s/f/r (in this order, reading the Arabic script
right to left) carries the meaning of ‘travel’. A word which
includes the sequence of letter ,/38/_ s/f/r is likely to have
something to do with travelling. For example:

journey _):4;” safar

he travels J_QLau_li yusafir
ambassador J,_\.n./u.. safir
traveller J:Qijo musafir
embassy SJu:u.- sifara

All these words are derived from the root ,/$/_ s/f/r. Notice
how the root letters always appear in the same order. Any
additional consonants or vowels before, after or between the
root letters modify the meaning according to different general
patterns. The feminine ending & (ta’ marbata) is never part of
the root and the most common additional consonants are am,
wesand o t.

The Arabic root system 3

The emphasis on root consonants means that vowels,
especially short vowels, are of secondary importance. The
pronunciation often varies between Modern Standard Arabic
and spoken dialects. For example, 3%, (‘he writes’) would be
pronounced yaktub in Modern Standard, but could be yuktub or
yiktib in dialect. The meaning is generally conveyed by the
consonants rather than the vowels.

Much of Arabic grammar is concerned with how the root is
manipulated to create different related meanings. As you
become more familiar with the patterns and structures, you will
be more able to identify the roots and to manipulate them
yourself.

Activity 1

Can you identify the three root letters in each of the following
sets of words? What do you think the general core meaning
could be?

1 book o laS kitab
office g_;SS:o maktab
writer/clerk 3LS katib

library 3\_\3&& maktaba

2 lesson uu\):'.s dars
teacher uu;:o mudarris
study Mb/.& dirasa
school & ydo madrasa
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4 Unit 1

3 broken JJ_H..Q maksar
fragmentation 2SS taksir

it was broken )/..H/S_.! inkasar
nut cracker SJL‘:S kassara
4 player g_._J:C.y lagib
playing field _ud.a malgab
toy L.aj lug ba
games u\.ﬁ-‘i alg ab

Words with doubled root letter

Some Arabic words have the same second and third root letters.
When this is the case, they are sometimes written together with
a shadda doubling sign () and sometimes separately,
depending on the type of word:

3 jadid (new) = root letters o/3/7; j/d/d

S kull (all) = root letters J/ /& /11

s
Words with four root letters

A few Arabic words have four root letters. Sometimes these are
four different letters, for example dan JS tarjama (translation),
where the root letters are a/g /,/= t/r/j/m, but often they are

a repeated pair, for example JI 15 zalzal (earthquake), where
the root letters are J/5/J/) z/l/z/\.

Words of foreign origin

Gernerally loan words such as ssal, rady (radio) or =i,
intarnat (internet) fall outside the Arabic root system.

The Arabic root system

B

In summary

e Most Arabic words have a sequence of three root
consonants which is connected with a particular
core meaning.

* Vowels and consonants are added around the root
to create related words and structures.

* The most common additional consonants are am,
o sand o t.

* Some words have the same second and third root
consonants and a few have four root consonants.

* Roots are the building blocks of the Arabic language
and are helpful for guessing the meaning of
vocabulary.



Gender: masculine
and feminine

Arabic nouns (words that name people, objects « or 1deas) are
either masculine ‘)SJ—O (mudhakkar) or feminine o..a-i\,-a (mu’annath).

~ chair (masculine)

L;u.v‘)}s kurst
table (feminine) 345Ls ma'ida

It is not difficult to tell the difference between masculine and
feminine words. Feminine words usually fall into one of two
categories:

1 Words with the feminine ending 3 a (ta” marbuta), for example:

car SJ\;:UJ sayyara
bag 3_;:\3/; hagiba
aunt (maternal) LA khala

nurse (female) M)M mumarrida

2 Words referring to female people but not ending in & a, for
example:

- girl < bint

- mother ‘z| umm

Gender: masculine and feminine

In addition, there are a small number of words which are
feminine and don't fit into either of the two feminine
categories. Most of these are names of countries, natural
features or parts of the body that come in pairs, for example:

leg
sun

desert

Egypt

Activity 1

Decide if these words are ‘)SJ—O mudhakkar or _4..\9,4 mu‘annath
and tick the correct box, as in the example:

10

11

12

o< kitab
eal ukht
= bayt
UasaS gamis
ialay dajaja
ol ab

als walad
8ldl al-giraq
g oL sharig
& g SUra
Cme gayn

g Laial ijtimag

Ja ijl

shams

u.l—é.l::u

;:[)A_.A sahra’

book
sister
house
shirt
chicken
father
boy
Iraq
street
picture
eye

meeting

D0 MisT

P

K

Iy Ny I Ay ey Ny I I Ay <

A\

DDDDDDDDDDDD%’*

o
M
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Case Notes In summary

Arabic has different levels of formality and complexity. In
certain contexts, particularly Quranic or Classical Arabic but
also sometimes in more formal Standard Arabic, you will see

= Arabic has two genders: masculine and feminine.

' and hear additional grammatical endings. These endings * Most feminine nouns end in 3 (ta marbuta) or, if
 represent the case of the noun (nominative, accusative or not, they refer to female people, e.g. < (bint).
i genitive) and whether it is definite or indefinite. The endings
change depending on the function of the noun in a sentence. ; ¢ Other nouns are generally masculine.
N Isolated nouns are usually shown with the neutral u—'.J—‘:‘ ¢ [In more formal Standard and Classical Arabic
‘ (tanwin) ending showing they are indefinite (‘a/an’). (s 933 additional grammatical endings may be seen and
|

(tanwin) literally means ‘putting a ntin on’ and for this reason is
sometimes called nunation. It is written as a small symbol above
the final letter (- ) and pronounced un:

heard on Arabic nouns.

a boy J.b waladun
a girl csas bintun

If a noun ends in & (ta’ marbata), the tis pronounced before
the (s 33 (tanwin):

£ [
a car 3,Law sayyaratun
® -
a nurse 4 yao mumarridatun

Cya.933 (tanwin) is not normally added to foreign loan words
such as ,3 sasaS kumbyatir (computer).

Optional Activity
Put the (s 913 (tanwin) on these nouns and say them out loud.

So9 4 oosad 1
3‘)\_“:.“.5 :\..A‘Q..JZ
e 6 S 3




1t al- (the)

Arabic has no separate word for ‘a’ or ‘an’, as in ‘a chair’ or ‘an
apple’. So 9\_"\/5 (kitab) means ‘a book’, uss_c (maktab) ‘an
office’, etc.

To make a noun definite (‘the book’, ‘the office’, etc.), you
need to add 4! (al-) meaning ‘the’. I (al-) is written joined to the
word it refers to and is the same for both masculine and
feminine:

o ..\]:9 walad (a boy) - J.‘J_H al-walad (the boy)
=4, bint (agir) — el akbint (the girl)

UA:\.A/:Q qamts (a shirt) — (,a_x.o_i.‘* 81} al-qamTs (the shirt)
Z-Aéia hagiba (a bag) — 4.8~ 1l al-hagiba (the bag)

Sun letters diwadill g ,adl and moon letters

4 yaddl G gl

Nouns starting with certain letters of the Arabic alphabet cause
the pronunciation of ! (al-) to change. The ‘I’ is assimilated and

instead the initial letter of the noun is pronounced twice - and
written with a shadda () if the vowel marks are included:

&

a\ﬂ.m- sayyara (acar) — 3,Lawdl assayyara (the car)

J.QJ nahr (ariver) — ‘).g_l_” an-nahr (the river)

2l al- (the) 11

The letters which cause this pronunciation assimilation are
called ‘sun letters’, diwaiidl <5 ¢ alh (al-huraf ash-shamsiyya), as
Uw (shin) is itself an assimilating letter. Note that only the
pronunciation is affected by sun letters. The spelling of I (al-)
doesn’t change. Half the 28 letters of the alphabet are sun
letters.

The remainder of the letters are called 44 2811 5 4 ;=
(al-huraf al-qamriyya), as 3 (gaf) is not an assimilating letter.

:(sun letters) A_u.u.a...u.]l S 9 JAJ'
Sdb b misdne o

:(moon letters) &y yadll 3 4 ;)
goepdddteetcew!

Activity 1
Write these nouns with the article ! (al-) and then say them out
loud, as in the examples.

~ (al-kurst) g.m)s.ﬂ LS"""JS

_(as-sarit) 3 puadt 5y yew




72 Unit 3 M al- (the) 13

al-mumarrida 3._.42)_4_@." hiya I-mumarrida 3\_42:‘).4.4." ;’_A

(the nurse) (she [is] the nurse)

Case Notes

When a noun is made definite (for example, by adding I al-),

=t the neutral (nominative) case ending above the final letter
- becomes a damma (=) pronounced -u (-tu if the noun ends
in 3):
a boy .\.b waladun the boy ._\.\‘9J| al-waladu
QJ\’.LA

8 <3 2 w
acar &_law sayyaratun the car SJL).U..N as-sayyaratu

Optional Activity
Put the definite neutral case ending on the answers you gave
for Activity 1 and say the words out loud. For example:

1 7 Gaall al-miftahu (the key)

£ In summary

e _il (al-) is the Arabic equivalent of ‘the’ and is always
. ‘ written joined to the following noun: «., bayt

- deass 8
= (house); =l al-bayt (the house).
e There is no separate word equivalent to ‘a/an’.
Elision : ¢ Half the letters of the Arabic alphabet assimilate the
If M (al-) comes directly after a vowel, the ‘a’ of I (al-) will drop ] , ‘I of "al-": a3l at-tin (the figs).
out, or elide, leaving just the ‘I'. Again, this affects only the
pronunciation and not the spelling: * The ‘a’ of ‘al-’ is not pronounced if the previous word
. ' ends in a vowel: =l s fi I-bayt (in the house).
al-bayt il fi l-bayt =saodl o8 SR yt( )
(the house) (in the house) ~



and non-verbal
sentences

Pronouns are words such as ‘I’, ‘it’ or ‘you’ which replace
names Or nouns in a sentence.

Arabic has more pronouns than English since it has different
versions for masculine and feminine, singular and plural, and
even special dual pronouns for two people or things.

Singular pronouns

Here are the singular pronouns.

C,

i ana
you (masculine) /c;.ui anta
you (feminine) /c;_si anti
he, it (masculine) :;A huwa
she, it (feminine) ;?TA hiya

Activity 1
Cover the pronouns above and then join the Arabic to the
English, as in the example.

he, it (masculine) , ;aai
| G
/ -2
she, it (feminine) /// 94
you (masculine) d [
you (ferninine) - /c_,_‘i

Pronouns (singular) and non-verbal sentences 15

Non-verbal sentences

You can construct non-verbal sentences in Arabic that do not
require the equivalent of ‘am’, ‘are’ or ‘is’. The subject, either a
noun or a pronoun, can be followed directly by the rest of the
sentence:

I [am] Yasmin. u,_s,o.w\_\__ (Y
ana yasmin.
Yousef [is a] teacher. uu:)..\-o - PP

yusaf mudarris.

My aunt Nadia [is a] nurse. 2_‘4:):4_4; le..s\_} u_"d\A
khalatT nadya mumarrida.

The dog [is] in the garden. Adyaaldl S %_J/S.“
al-kalb fT |-hadiqa.

You [are] Ahmed’s father. aanl \}3' =l
anta abu ahmad.

Activity 2
Fill in the gaps, as in
the example.

v é
.0‘)\_44.' ‘A| 3 <
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16 Unit 4 Pronouns (singular) and non-verbal sentences 17
Acltlwty 3 s . s In summary
Write out these sentences again using 54 Or ca, asin the , i
example.
o2 e * & huwa means he or it for masculine nouns;
’0‘“3‘-\"}“ .wJJA _\AA‘ 1

=2 hiya means she or it for feminine nouns.

There are masculine and feminine forms of ‘you’:
=) anta (masculine) and ;;.3! anti (feminine).

There is no direct equivalent of ‘is’, ‘am’ or ‘are’
(verb ‘to be’ in the present).

ol 35 Ukl 4

Sentences can be formed without the verb ‘to be’:
u«..;..s.o & huwa mudarris (He [is a] teacher).

R WA JERW )

Case Notes

Look at these non-verbal sentences with the case endings

included:
-2 w8
He's a teacher. -ute oA huwa mudarrisun
£ £ 2 <
You’re a nurse. A yan sl anti mumarridatun

The girl is in the house. .ol 5 =) al-bintu fi I-bayti
g s (S -2 Y

All of the case endings in italics are neutral, or nominative —
-un for indefinite and -u for definite — except =l where the
ending changes to -j after s f1(in). You will learn more
about this in Unit 8. For the moment, it is enough to know
that the case ending will be nominative unless there is a
reason for it not to be.




Plurals and plural
pronouns

Many aspects of elementary Arabic grammar are
straightforward, but plurals require explanation and practice.
The first point to make is that Arabic plurals refer only to
three or more people or items. For two people or items, there is
a separate dual form, although this is not always used in less
formal Arabic. The dual form is covered separately in Unit 13.

Plural pronouns

In addition to the singular pronouns, there are also five plural
pronouns:

we Z,:.; nahnu
you (masculine plural) ‘;_u| antum
you (ferninine plural) u_\._s' antunna
they (masculine) ‘A.A hum
they (feminine) u—“ hunna

Although there are separate masculine and feminine plural
forms of ‘you’ and ‘they’, the masculine is the most common. If
a group of people is mixed male and female, the masculine
form is used. The group must be entirely female for the
feminine plural to be used. (Spoken dialects sometimes ignore
even this difference and use the masculine form throughout.)

Plurals and plural pronouns 19

Plural nouns: introduction

Arabic nouns can be made plural in one of two ways:

e By adding a suffix (ending) to the singular noun, similar to
the way English adds ‘-s’ to ‘tree’ to produce ‘trees’ or ‘-es’
to ‘box’ to produce ‘boxes’. This is called the sound plural
(al-jamg as-salim ‘».\JL....II c.a;.").

* By changing the internal vowels of the singular word,
similar to the way English turns ‘mouse’ into ‘mice’ or
‘man’ into ‘men’. This is called the broken plural (jamg
at-taksir ;0SS fas)

However, whereas ‘mouse/mice’ is the exception in English,

the broken plural is common in Arabic and accounts for the

majority of plurals, particularly of basic words.
The simpler sound plural will be covered in this unit and the

broken plural in Unit 11.

Sound plurals

There are two sound plurals, formed by adding external suffixes:
» sound masculine plural
+ sound feminine plural

Sound masculine plural
The sound masculine plural is formed by adding , 4 -tn or
Cys -n to the singular noun:

u...j,h\.o mudarris — Qy;u mudarristn / u.;s.u.'j).}.c mudarrisin

(male teacher) (teachers)
The alternative (ys -in ending is used in particular structures
which will be explained later in this book.

The sound masculine plural (SMP) is used almost exclusively

with words describing groups of males or mixed males and
females, for example when referrmg to jobs and nationalities:

w\A.A muhasib — W‘A& muha5|bun / u.u.m\a.o muhasibin
(accountant) (accountants) :

Slye giragqly — Q‘,;\_“el_,n CiréquDn/Q._‘;jl‘,s giraqiyin
~ (Iraqi) (Iraqis)
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Note that not all words describing male people can be made
plural using the SMP. Some use a broken plural (see Unit 11).

Activity 1

Complete these sentences using the plural of the words in the
box, as in the example. (All of the words can be made plural
using the sound masculine -0n ending.)

engineer uu/d.l.e_io muhandis
carpenter Jl;:s najjar
baker 5UGA khabbaz

: Egyptian é;_).u:,c Mmusriy
French l;u.._‘:):a faransiy

- QG yuld AD

Plurals and plural pronouns

21
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Sound feminine plural

The sound feminine plural (SFP) is formed by adding =l -at to
the singular. If the singular word ends with the feminine -a (g),
this should be removed before the SFP is added:

4yia junayh (pound) — =lgaia junayhat (pounds)
{5 yas mumarrida (nurse) —» =Lsyae mumarridat (nurses)

5,Usw sayyara (car) — =l ,Usw sayyarat (cars)

Unlike the name ‘sound feminine plural’ suggests, this ending is
not used exclusively to make feminine nouns plural. It is a common
plural and is used with both feminine and masculine nouns,
although not generally with nouns referring to male people.
There are two main groups of nouns with which the SFP is used.

SFP with all-female groups of people
The SFP is used for groups of three of more females:

i.),ue mudarrisa — =l yae mudarrisat
(female teacher) (female teachers)

K:_;_BIJ/:. giragiyya — QL:\_;[)& giraqgiyat
(female Iraqi) (female Iraqis)

Activity 2

Make these sentences feminine using the SFP, as in the example.
Osrwlals an
Osable Had 2
O \,;.4.‘.4_3:):9 a3
$ O e e—‘-" 4
OseiesS Had Y s

Plurals and plural pronouns 23

SFP with masculine and feminine non-human nouns
The SFP is commonly used with a variety of masculine and
feminine words referring to objects or ideas.

ials) zujaja (bottle) » wlalal zujajat (bottles)

¢ Laialijtimag (meeting) — «lelaialijtimagat (meetings)

Olsaa hayawan (animal) — =Gl gas hayawanat (animals)

ad lugha (language) — =4l lughat (languages)

s‘)\:_l.l-u sayyara (car) — c;IJ\_:s.u.. sayyarat (cars)

a8 thallja (fridge) — = LaMS thallajat (fridges)
Unfortunately there are no hard-and-fast rules for knowing
which nouns use the SFP, although you will get a better feel as

your knowledge of the structure of Arabic increases. You need to
learn each word individually with its plural.

In informal contexts you may also hear and see foreign loan
words with the SFP <l -at ending:

Osaals tilifan — =L ge. 8 tiliftinat

(telephone) (telephones)
JBﬁJAS kumbyatir — QI)}&&.}A’S kumbytirat
(computer) {(computers)

Non-human plurals

Plural pronouns such as g.s hum anc? U:A )hunna are only used
when referring to humans, e.g. , g 30 aa hum mudarristn
(they're teachers). With non-human plurals, Arabic uses the
feminine singular pronoun, e.g. i3l 3 ;_A S R u—.’i
ayna az-zujajat? hiya f1 th-thalaja (Where are the bottles? They’re
in the fridge).
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This feature extends to all grammatical structures, such as
verbs and adjectives (which will be covered in later units). The
feminine singular is used with all non-human plurals whether
the nouns are originally masculine or feminine in the singular.

Activity 3 . ) .
Make sentences using ga huwa, . hiya, pd hum or ya hunna,
as in the example. )

Plurals and piural pronouns

Case Notes

Plural nouns also have case endings. The neutral nominative
ending for the sound feminine plural is -un/-u as it is for
singular nouns:

d w
nurses QLAJM mumarridatun
4 »
the nurses QLAJ_AAll al-mumarridatu

However, the nominative ending for the sound masculine plural
is -an for both indefinite and definite:

teachers u\’.l.uj)..}_o mudarrisan

the teachers Org syl al-mudarrisan

The sound masculine plural is one of the few instances of the
case ending being written as part of the main script and
universally pronounced.

Optional Activity
Make these words plural and pronounce them with the
indefinite case ending:

(male engineer) L)a._\.t./@:o 5 (bottle) Ialaly 1
(car) SJL;w 6 (baker) J\:;.; 2

(female teacher) uu yulo 7 (animal) o)) sa~ 3
(meeting) &LA;.A‘ 8 (language) L4

25




26

In summary

There are two types of plural in Arabic, external
‘sound’ plurals and internal ‘broken’ plurals. There
are no precise rules governing which plural is used
for a particular noun.

The sound masculine plural (SMP) is formed by
adding (, 3/ ys -Gn/-Tn to the singular and is used
with nouns referring to groups of people.

The sound feminine piural (SFP) is formed by
adding ol -at to the singular (after any 3 ta
marbata has been removed). The SFP is used with
groups of females and to make certain other
masculine and feminine nouns plural.

Arabic grammar treats any non-human plural as
feminine singular. So you must use the feminine

singular pronoun _a hiya with the plural of objects:

ol (o5 o Sl Ul

(Where are the cars? They are in the street.)

Unit 5

Demonstratives

Demonstratives are the equivalents of the English ‘this’ or
‘that’, as in ‘this house’, ‘that boy’.

Arabic demonstratives change according to whether they are
describing a feminine or a masculine word:

this (masculine) 11a hadha
this (feminine) 83 hadhihi
that (masculine) &l13 dhalika
that (feminine) SlS tilka

The demonstratives go in front of the noun with the article
Al

this boy Mgl 1ia hadha l-walad
this girl <l s34 hadhihi I-bint
that house candl el dhalika I-bayt
that city Cuaall S tilka I-madina

Notice how the a of ..l (al) elides as the demonstratives all end
in a vowel (see Unit 3).
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Activity 1
Fill in the gaps with the correct Arabic demonstrative to match
the English, as in the example:

this man ‘_J;:)." V.

—_

this bag Z_\tx_iaJl 2

that newspaper S..x::‘)/%.ﬂ 3
that teacher w;:&:ﬂl 4
that nurse L‘S::A;ﬁ 5

this pen ﬁ]:i_" 6
this river)g_/"dl 7
that shirt s adll 8

The demonstratives can also be used with an indefinite noun
without 1! (al) to form a sentence:

This [is a] boy. Mg 134 hadha walad.
That {is a] city. Alsaa El5 tilka madina.,

You need to be careful. As you already know, Arabic has no
separate word for ‘a/an’ or direct equivalent of ‘is/are’. This
means that only the presence of I (al) indicates the difference
between:

_a) this book <IN 13 hadha I-kitab

b) This [is a] book. .%,\:\S lAa hadha kitab.
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If you want to say ‘This is the book’, etc. you need to add sa
huwa (masculine) or _a hiya (feminine) after the
demonstrative: i

This [is] the bag. Agadall & sla
hadhihi hiya |-haqgiba.

That [is] the man. . Ja 1 g4 13

dhalika huwa r-rajul.

Activity 2
Write sentences to match the pictures, as in the example. Pay
special attention as to whether the object is near (“this”) or far

away (“that”).




30
Unit 6

Case Notes

If the case endings are added to demonstrative sentences, the
ending will vary according to whether the noun is definite
(with “al’) or indefinite:

This is a boy. .49 13a hadha waladun.

coutige Ja Ll 13

hadha r-rajulu muhandisun.

This man is an engineer.

That is a river. 4> ¢l dhalika nahrun.

Remember that if a noun ends in 3 (ta marbata), the ta
becomes “untied” before a case ending and is pronounced as
a 't’ (see Unit 2):

@ -
tilka I-bintu mumarridatun.

b‘).A_tS 4_;_;_\4_" FRY

hadhihi I-madinatu kabtratun.

That girl is a nurse.

This city is large.

Optional Activity
Put the case endings on these sentences:

J
f

alslaa 1
el 2 K

Sha s, 1aa 3
i y0e 83A 4 (

BaaS dadadl ells 5
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Demonstratives with the plural

Remember that Arabic distinguishes between human and non-
human plurals. Non-human plurals are grammatically

feminine singular (see Unit 5).
So, for non-humans, the demonstratives will be the same as

the feminine singular, i.e. sia hadhihi and U3 tilka:
olelaiaYlisia
hadhihi I-jtimagat
hadhihi zujajat.

Aan o whliwd elis

tilka s-sayyarat muriha.

these meetings
These are bottles.

Those cars are comfortable.

When talking about people, you will see the following plural
demonstratives:

these (human plural)
those (human plural)

these nurses

Those are the teachers.

The plural demonstratives are difficult to spell and pronounce.

Y%A ha'ulai
élf\_bi ula’ika

ha’ula’i I-mumarridat

LOgepaall o elil

ula‘ika hum al-mudarrisan.

As a beginner, the most important aspect is learning to

recognise them.
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Activity 3

Look at the pictures and decide if the sentences are true or false,

as in the example:

x|

.e.LEIJ.A1

Bas s sla 2

coaaal 1A 3

e Jal el 4

.C.\I‘)L—\.‘a* é:M 5

NS ey 7

0O o o o o O

olsyae clilyis

Demonstratives
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In summary

Arabic demonstratives change according to
whether the noun is masculine or feminine,
singular, plural or dual.

The most common demonstratives are:

masculine singular: 134 hadha (this); <113 dhalika (that)
feminine singular and non-human plurals:

sda hadhihi (this); ¢ls tilka (that)

Plural demonstratives are only used with nouns

referring to humans:
«Y¥’5a ha'ula’i (this); ¢lil o) ula’ika (that)

The meaning changes depending on whether the
noun has the article 1} al-:

ol gll 13a hadha l-walad (this boy)

.2l 5134 hadha walad. (This is a boy.)



Adjectives and
descriptive sentences

Descriptive words such as ‘beautiful’, ‘new’ or ‘heavy’ are
known in English as adjectives.

A feature of Arabic adjectives is that many display common
patterns. One of the most basic of these patterns is a fatha (a)
after the first consonant and a long . (i) between the second
and third consonants: i

beautiful jamil |
=

. ugly gabih
new jadid KTREN
old gadim ‘._\_3_3_‘5
heavy thagil Jass
light khafif TP
big/iarge kabir PR
small saghir ads
tall/long tawrl Juols
short qasir aead

Adjectives also often begin with _» ma- or . mu- (the equivalent
of the English past participle as in ‘broken’ or ‘burnt’ — see
Unit 19):
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broken maksar DoaSs

happy masrar BB
famous mash-har JJ.G_.:L:o
married mutazawwij C;:):'ijo
suitable munasib g_}.u..l\_\;

Position and agreement of adjectives

In English, adjectives are placed in front of the noun they
describe: ‘beautiful river’, ‘new teacher’. In Arabic, descriptive
words are placed after the noun and must ‘agree’ with it. In
other words, if the noun is feminine, the adjective must also be

made feminine, usually by adding &:

(a) beautiful river nahr jamil Joan 55
(a) beautiful girl bint jamila dian oy
(a) new teacher mudarris jadid NENEN uaj)q..o
(a) new car sayyara jadida IR SJL;..a

These descriptive words can be used to describe a noun directly,
as in the above examples (known in Arabic as da.all as-sifa),

or as the predicate of a sentence (known in Arabic as ;s.all
al-khabar, “the news”). ,xall al-khabar is the part of the sentence

that carries the information:

The river [is] beautiful. an-nahr jamil. ‘st_a; gyRt)

The car [is] new. as-sayyara jadida. .84s4a EJL;AM
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Activity 1
Look at the list of adjectives on pages 34-5 and then fill in the

gaps to match the pictures, as in the example. (There may be
more than one possible answer.)

Adjectives with definite nouns

If an adjective is describing a definite noun with _If al (‘the’) as

ilrlx CrHJI al-bayt (the house), then the adjective must also have
al:

- the new teacher al-mudarris al-jadid asaall w;..u.ll

~ the beautiful picture as-sara al-jamila iiandl 5, gunll
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When a noun has a possessive ending, as in . bayti (my
house), the noun is definite since we know which house is referred
to. In this case, the adjective will also need to begin with I al:

Bl A jaall o a8 g ol o8 sl S
baytT al-jadid fi sharig garib min al-madrasa al-kabira.

My new house is in a street near to the large school.

More details on possessive endings can be found in Unit 10.
If there is more than one adjective, they can all be added after

the noun, usually separated by  wa- (‘and’):

Susans 5 3,mS A0
madrasa kabira wa-jadida

peailly Jandl e S

al-kurst al-jamTl wal-gadim

a large new school

the beautiful old chair

You need to be very careful about where you place Jl al- and
saa /1ia hadha/hadhihi as the structure, and so also the
meaning, will be affected:

a beautiful river Jaan g
nahr jamtl

the beautiful river Jaasdt 4l
an-nahr al-jamfl

The river is beautiful. Jaen gl

an-nahr jaml.

~ This is a beautiful river. Jaan g0 1aa
hadha nahr jamil.

Jaen il 13a

hadha n-nahr jamil.

This river is beautiful.
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Activity 2
Match the Arabic with the English:

a) a large car C;Jlo da 0 haa )
By 9 s B parall ma Y
sgaall g Y

N T JRPRENI | FCN [ 3
daydS By ,all sia 0

f) The small girl is happy. B aaS SJ‘.;«: A
Alaen ddall Y

b) the famous river
¢) The bag is light.
d) This newspaper is old.

€) This man is married.

g) The new house is ugly.

Adjectives with plurals

Plural adjectives are used only with people. Remember that
non-human plurals are always treated as feminine singular
(see Unit 5) and so will be followed by a feminine singular
adjective:

a long meeting ijtimag tawil Jesle g Laial
b ol otelazal

long meetings ijtimag at tawila

the broken bottle  az-zujaja al-maksara 8 selall dalay i

the broken bottles  az-zujajat al-maksira 3, guall slalasl

Plural adjectives for describing people can often be formed
using the sound masculine and sound feminine plurals (see
Unit 5), but some of the basic adjectives have broken plurals
which need to be individuailly learnt (see Unit 1 1). For now it is
enough to understand the basic principle and recognise the
difference:
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Lebanese boys Ot sl
awlad lunbaniyan

E o
new engineers o Hewdigo

muhandistn judud

cluwliall ols jasll

al-mumarridat al-munasibat

the suitable nurses

Activity 3 ) ‘ '
Read this description of Nadia (dsu3) from Beirut (= g a2) in
Lebanon. Use the correct form of the adjective in brackets to

complete the paragraph, as in the example.
9o (e &auls
(D22S) B Liyoo =g
(Jaas) 3

w 2

Z_.J_.J._;:ou_'q'&_w‘)q.a%.\\_]

U] I (J;u-u:)
5 (p203)
il e (2938)

praally ( SUL)

Lub (aas)
e yaalls Lglae 3
*bfm masna = factory

Colours

Adjectives describing the basic colours have a somewhat
different pattern to other adjectives. They begin with a (1) and
have another ‘a’ between the second and third consonants:
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Jal ahmar (red). They have their own special feminine form
(also used with non-human plurals).

colour masculine

red yan | ahmar
biue 3,5l azraq
green »<aal akhdar

~ yellow  a.alasfar

black 39wl aswad
white =l abyad
Activity 4

ferinine + plural (non-human)
¢l yax hamra’

£Ls,5 zarqa’

¢l ax khadra’

el 8~ safra’

13 g sawda’

elag 2y bayda’

Make sentences as in the example. You can colour the objects
first if you prefer. (Note: pens = » M3l aglam)

TN
LN r:\el red 2

OSSP < TV \/\>/> green 1

% ook yellow 3

;\—l‘ black 5

L= Y e

‘56‘—-(0‘1"
Yoy yellow + blue 7

T

Cﬁ 5
‘g black + white 8
A \‘)cé)
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Case Notes

Case endings for adjectives match that of the noun described:
a beautiful river :J:LAA 34_. nahrun jamiun
the old newspaper }K_a__u_i.!l 3as,all al-jaridatu I-qadimatu

In the following sentences the descriptive word is jaall
al-khabar (the predicate), and so it is indefinite:

This river is beautiful.  Jyas gl 1ia hadha n-nahru jamilun
The newspaper is old. iAﬂ_\_a 84y ,all al-jaridatu qadimatun

Colours are an exception. The nominative case ending is -u for
both indefinite and definite:

a red pen 3_5_;? :;.LE galamun ahmaru
this yellow book a.a¥) LUK 13ia hadha I-kitabu I-asfaru

Optional Activity
Put the case endings on the sentences in Activity 2, for example:

(hadha r-rajulu mutazawwijur). “C\;‘):Lo UAJ_H laa

In summary

¢ Arabic adjectives are placed after the noun they
describe and agree with the noun, usuaily adding -a
(3) for a feminine noun and non-human plurals.

e The definite article I al- should be added to the
adjective if the noun described is definite.

e The plurals of adjectives are used only when
describing people.

» Adjectives describing basic colours have a distinctive
pattern and their own feminine forms, e.g.
ahmar/hamra’ ;l_,.a;/J.a.aI (red).



Describing position

Words such as ‘under’, ‘in’ and ‘on’ are used to describe position.

Common words used to describe position in Arabic include:

o oy
. on sle gala
~under =aS tahta
above 345 fawga
in front of ‘;LAI amama
_ behind ¢l wara'a
. next to —lay bijanib
~ between o bayna
~ from O min

1o S ila

Arabic positional sentences work in a similar way to English ones.
Note that since many of the positional words end with a short
or long vowel, the a of the following al- elides.

Describing position 43

The newspaper [is] on the chair. .u_..u)}SJI 1o Bas yall
al-jarida gala I-kursi.

There [is] a dog under the table. .3u5Lall cias LIS cllia
hunaka kalb tahta |-ma’ida.

Oaaall b Taliall

al-manama fi I-bahrayn.

Al-Manama [is] in Bahrain.

le gala (on) and ) ila (to) can also be combined with Cyaas
yamin (right) and L., yasar (left):

The school is on the left. Dbl e T yaall
al-madrasa gala I-yasar.

o -

We went to the right. el M Ual

dhahabna ila {-yamin.

Activity 1
Draw the objects in the correct position to match the sentence,
as in the example:

RN Builall e LIS Gl ¥

———
=
‘
i
|
.
|
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3 ouonf ool /ol

Aadall 5 Al Y Nadia is from Beirut in Lebanon.

4 5 g [V [ A [ 358 /5 i

There’s a small picture above the window.

5 Tpsn/Uisad [Lanss/ N

We went to an old town.

6 ALt/ g SI [ Min ] Sle [

ol Lalany 5ol 0
el e

There's a heavy bag on the table.

Activity 3
Look at the scene below:

Lhall o Jlal 2
oS

Activity 2
Rearrange the Arabic into sentences to match the English
meaning, as in the example.

1 spaall /L aall feligh /ity
Ayt ol Jdeed) SLLS

The new bank is next to the school.

2 g [Jemid [ 2l [ etigee [ 3

Faisal is an engineer in the car factory.
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Now choose the correct word from the box to complete the Look at these example sentences with the case endings added:
description of the scene on page 45, as in the example. i
The newspaper [is] on the table. .zaslall Jle 543 ol
3 : le 3 o < -jart a l-ma’‘idati.
C\V&‘\JZ Slia Sges ¥ B.es 3 s al-jaridatu gala I-ma’idati
7 N B
There [is] a dog in the house. .=l 8 LIS SJlia
al3a £ 5okl p2as o aaldl hunaka kalbun fi I-bayti.
i s - PP < PO He is a teacher in a new school. .3asan duwjae o3 z)u:')._\.a\,.m
{museuny - &)L“" s SR & o huwa mudarrisun fi madrasatin
a‘-»i i e dlyganzall L jal dlia jadidatin.
3 ; 3 . : Remember that case endings are not normally added to words
j . Sadl s . " - hot Y aaded
3 e u-‘\A_' """""""""""""""""""" e of foreign origin such as ssul, (radyd) or , o2l (tilifan).
'd:\"'%J S Sl Caniadl ey Optional Activity
| i Read th tences with the case endings and say what they
‘:LA %JS-" (with) & JAJJ' me(jan ineSEigS}Tir;hE.f I 4
Qé—\-" N (airplane) S‘);Ua GJL\.AJ Z_wJJ.A.” u—e - ~]| \
dUasbant Gy ol dlha e sl 5 Buslall e als ollia ¥
‘ s (woman) 35l oty ezl s alell ¥
‘ Loaall el ¢
il Daall 5 Jean g0 Jlaa ©
| Case Notes s
3 Slass . Saa 2\
! The grammatical case endings of nouns and adjectives change Al ol was pms ) ]

after positional words. The nominative endings (t)un (:) or
‘ (t)u (<) on the noun or adjective become (t)in (7) or (t)i ().

In summary
I . as genitive in English. The genitive is used after prepositions ‘

| \a/‘vr:I(Ij é’;i';'\?e”raegv‘i’r?rgzi(ta{‘g)When describing possession which s Positional words such as 8 f7 (in) and < ¢ala
(on) describe position.

" | . These case endings are known as s ;o majrar in Arabic and
|
|

| under a table taht ma’idatin 8a5ls cuns
i in the old house fi l-bayti I-qadim/ f:\._\:q_" el D s Arabic positional sentences are formed in a similar
| ‘ ' ) way to English ones.

behind the cars wara’a s-sayyarati JC Y OO | %




Forming questions

Questions are relatively simple to form in Arabic. There is no
special question form, such as the English ‘do/does?’ or ‘did?”,
and the order of words is generally not affected.

Yes/no questions

Questions requiring only the answer ‘a.z_s nagm (yes) or ¥ 1a (no)

can be made in one of two ways:

1 Adding a question mark at the end of a statement (or orally
adding a question tone). This is most common in less formal
Arabic:

Khartoum is in Sudan? COhaguadl o8 sha 2l

al-khartam f7 s-sadan?

This car is new? $8asan 3, sia
hadhihi s-sayyara jadida?

2 Adding the question marker a hal (or less commonly i a) in
front of a statement:

Is the cat in the house? Sl o8 adaail Ja
hal al-gitta f7 I-bayt?
Is there a bank near el e S el lia o
the office? hal hunaka bank garib min
al-maktab?
Are you Mahmoud? Cugane call

a-anta mahmad?

. 49
Forming questions

Note that | a is written as part of the following word, as are all
Arabic words that consist of only one letter.

Activity 1

Answer the questions as in the example.

Question words

Other questions begin with a specific question word, such as
Q/u.j ayna? (where?) or u,e m;an? (who?). In this case, the
question markers fa hal or | a are not used:
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Where’s Damascus? Logw 58 oA SBien Ol

It’s in Syria. ayna dimashq? hiya fi sariya.

Who's this? : (o138 913a o
This is my brother. man hadha? hadha akhr.

Some of the more commonly used question words include:

where? S’Q_j ayna

who? § e Man

what? §13Le /Ls ma/madha
why? ¢13Lat limadha
when? ¢ sie mata

how? ¢a.S kayfa

how many? ¢a< kam

how much? (price) Q‘;S_. bikam

which? ﬂ’é;i ayy

Note that there are two question words meaning ‘what’. $Ls ma is
used with a following noun and $13s madha mainly with a verb:

. What's your address? selilgic Lo ma gunwanak?

What are you doing? ¢Jass 13Ls madha tafpal?

S“{S kam (how many?) is followed by a singular noun. In
addition the noun has a special ending - -(t)an known as tanwin
al-fath. This ending carries the meaning of ‘as to’ or ‘regarding’
and is written on an extra alif (1) if the noun does not end in ta’

Unit 9

Forming questions S

marbita. This is one of the few examples of the system of- Arabic
case efldings affecting the basic spelling and pronunciation. The
Case Notes in this unit will give you further details, or you can.
just remember when to use tanwin al-fath on a case-by-case basis:

How many boys?  $luly o kam waladan?
How many schools? L UPNIN ‘aS kam madrasatan?

(In less formal spoken Arabic tanwin al-fath is not usually
pronounced.)

Activity 2

Fill in the appropriate question word, as in the example.

RUWERON | g B R N

*
—
-

.gsi baa Shia

o 1«

EOMRIN| g L RVP
olgaia Luaay Gadll §(figs) Sasd)
i Bl ealita

(o]

sabs 8 Syme I (did you go) caald

> < A

EURUPO u:ai (because) % ¢ ymo A aald
Activity 3 '
Now make questions to suit the answers, as in the example.
Soal e ol L Olaseadl 5o BTN
Aol (o 58 ¥
Baslall e slalay Ve Sla ¥
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ol 55, g

AAIEN el ddan il o
(The party is at 3 o’clock.)

Dpaall (3 eliy ia ans
Al sani KV

-
Case Notes

The third, and final, case in Arabic is known as aill an-nasb,
or the accusative. The indefinite accusative is vowelled with two
fathas () and pronounced (t)an. '?‘{S kam (how many?) is
followed by a singular noun in the indefinite accusative.

An unusual feature of the accusative case is that the indefinite
ending is written on an extra alif ( } alif tanwin). The exception
is if the noun already ends in the feminine 3 ta marbata:

how many men? ?Sl%) aS kam rajulan
how many cars? ';.‘EJL;.‘. ‘;S kam sayyaratan

Optional Activity
Ask how many there are of the following items, as in the

example. Remember to use a singular noun with the
accusative case ending:

o g Hw @S

Forming questions

In summary

¢ Yes/no questions can be;made by adding a
question marker (Ja or I) to a statement. Question
markers are not generally used in less formal Arabic,
with the tone of voice being used to convey a
question.

e Other questions can be formed by putting specific
question words such as S‘Q_j ayna? or §_é.S kayfa?
in front of a sentence without changing the word
order: $ juas Al caad auS kayfa dhahabta ila
misr? (How did you go to Egypt?).

. S“»;S kam? (how many?) is followed by a singular
noun (written with an extra alif if it has no &):
9'(:\:;_3 ‘;S kam baytan (how many houses?).

53



Possession: idafa
(dals)) and attached
pronouns

To express possession, as in ‘Anwar’s book’ or ‘the manager of

the company’, Arabic puts two or more nouns directly together
in the order possessed + possessor:

Anwar’s book 3l LS kitab anwar
Mohammed’s son Jana ! ibn muhammad
the door of the house caall L bab al-bayt

This type of construction is known as asls) idafa, literally
meaning ‘addition’.
Only the final noun in an idafa can have the article ! al-:

the son of the manager seuadl ol
ibn al-mudir

the son of the manager puadll 500 ol
of the department ibn mudtr al-gism

the son of the manager of CJLA:t_};JI pead ypue Ol
the sales department ibn mudir gism al-mubrg at
(‘department of sales’)

The meaning will change if the last noun is indefinite:

the manager of a department ‘M.._E 2de mudir gism

the door of a house e ol bab bayt

Possession 55

Feminine words in idafa

If the first word in an idafa ends with & a (t& marbata), the ‘t’ is
pronounced:

Anwar’s car JJsi SJl;ua sayyarat anwar

Mohammed’s wife Jama dia ) zawjat muhammad

the village school & ,8ll & ,us madrasat al-garya
Activity 1

Look at the pictures of Anwar and Zainab surrounded by their
possessions. Make sentences, as in the examples.

-9 CdS 10 N Ty PE PPNV
(hadhé kalb anwar.) (hadhihi darrajat zaynab.)

Plurals in idafa

Generally, plural words can be put into possessive idafa in the
same way as singular words:

the president’s cars s, O")L:Lw sayyarat ar-ra’ls

bottles of cola ¥ < olala )y zujajat kala
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Activity 2
Form idafa contructions for these English possessive phrases, as
in the example

However, the sound masculine plural g Un/ s 1n ending, as in
uA.qu_La/uJ.qu_La mudarristin/mudarrisin (teachers), changes
when in an idafa:

e If the SMP is the first word in an idafa, it loses the final On,
but it may be either 4 G or (¢ T depending on the sentence (see
Case Notes for more detail).

* If the SMP is the final word in an idafa, the (s T ending is
always used. 3

1T Ahmed’s new car Sudadaxtt domi 3l

2 Jihan’s old pen
the engineers of the factory

4 the boy’s heavy bag

Where are the boy’s Sl !l guuyue Cpal

teachers? ayna mudarrist l-walad? 5 Mohammed’s white shirt

I spoke to the company’s A0 wlas NS 6 the bakers of the town

accountants. kallamtu *muhésibT sh-sharika.

7 the window of the small house

Opwsigall 5SS A mad 8 the company of the Iraqi engineers
dhahabtu ila maktab

I went to the office of
the engineers.

al-muhandisin
Case Notes
You have met the genitive case used with prepositions of place

Adjectives and idafa in Unit 8. The genitive case is also used for possession.

As a rule, you can’t separate words in an idafa, so any adjective
will come at the end even if it describes the first word. The
adjective will match the gender of the noun it is describing and
will have the article JI al- if the noun is definite:

The second noun in an idafa (and any subsequent nouns) will
have the genitive case ending, -(t)in for an indefinite noun, or
-(t)i for a definite noun, while the case of the first noun will
vary depending on the sentence:

This is the door of RUIPOS] _,l_, RV

 the town’s beautiful river

- the beautiful town’s river

the small boy’s bicycle

the boy’s small bicycle

Jaaadl Tisuall L3

nahr al-madina al-jamil

Lpan ) Lguall g
nahr al-madina al-jamila

el ol ol dal)s

darrarajat al-walad as-saghir

Soniall sl 3aly

darrarajat al-walad as-saghira

the house. hadha babu I-bayt..

He opened the door sl UL 35

of the house. fataha babg I-bayti.

E‘SJ‘}“ g\)&d—ﬁ D

hiya mudiratu sharikatin.

A a0 ilan Ll
jalasna bi-janib mudirati sharikatin

She’s the manager
of a company.

We sat next to
the manager of
a company.
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| Sound masculine plural

In the accusative and genitive cases, the O -un ending of the

SMP changes to ys -Tn. Therefore the (e -t ending is used
for the second noun in an idafa or after a positional word:

the office of the O digall _\:&A

engineers maktabu I-muhandisin

| sat next to the FTVPINON | IR cds
teachers. jalastu bi-janib al-mudarrisin.

When the SMP is the first noun in an idafa, the case ending will

Where are the boy’s Sl gl gy Oyl
teachers? ayna mudarrisd l-waladi?
LRSS | PR C P

jalastu bi-janib mudarrisT I-walad/.

I sat next to the
boy’s teachers.

S— JE—

vary depending on the sentence. In addition, the O nis dropped:

Attached pronouns

The Arabic equivalent of ‘my’, ‘your’, ‘his’, etc. are endings

attached to the word being referred to: =K kitabi (my book);

Liiy bayt(u)na (our house). The main attached endings are:

my

1
your (masc.) &l -ka (-ak)
your (fem.) &L ki (-ik)
his 4. -hu (-uh)
her L -ha
our L -na
your (pl.) ‘;S -kum
their (masc.) \“4' -hum
their (fem.) Cse -hunna

]

Possession 59

In more formal Arabic, possessive endings other than 7 (my)
should be preceded by a vowel representing the appropriate
case ending (see Case Notes panels). However, in a less formal
context, alternative pronunciations are used which avoid
having to take account of these case endings. These are given in
brackets in the examples below. Compare the formal
pronunciation with the informal in brackets:

your (masc.) book LS kitabuka (kitabak)
~ your (fem.) house  ¢&liyy baytuki (baytik)
Where’s his office? 94418, Q_J ayna maktabuhu (maktabuh)?

She’s in her house. i S hiya f1 baytiha (baytha)
2 S ANy Y Yy

As a learner you can choose to use the informal, while
recognising the formal pronunciation.

As with idafa, the 3 is pronounced when an attached pronoun is
added. It will also be spelt as a regular &:

his car GJl_iua sayyaratuhu (sayyaratuh)
our bag Liind~ hagibatuna (haqibatna)

their school A yle madrasatuhum (madrasathum)

in formal Arabic, « -hu (his) and ‘;4_/1;9_ -hum/-hunna (their)
change to -hi and -him/-hinna after the sound i or ay:

in his car 45‘)\_:\.“.. Q_e 1T sayyaratihi
They went to their .ag3ss M | 5443 dhahab ila baytihim

house.

They went to it. .42l 15183 dhahabd ilayhi
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Activity 3
Put the correct possessive ending on the nouns, as in the

example. Use the informal or formal pronunciation as you
prefer.

baytuhu (baytuh) 4o = oa + <y )
=aa+du,u ¥

= ol + Jla v

=gsatals g

= Ui+ 5,0 o

Activity 4
Make septences using possessive endings, as in the example
Use the informal or formal pronunciation as you prefer.

ana fi baytiha (baytha) .lge B Ll .2u0 oy, Y SR
Saaad L3S 13 Ja ¥

e olailaa Y Y

ol 5 cSaall ol 8

ol mall UL o

S ld jaall Lada i 0

A paall e a3 LS G aig A wiss ¥

fela o) Jla i< A
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Ownership

The Arabic prepositions ! li- (for/belonging to), __\_;./r. ginda
(at/chez) and t Maga (with) are used with a noun or Rossessive
ending to express the equivalent of ‘to have’. J li- and sie ginda
express general ownership, whereas . maga implies you have
the thing with you:

I have a brother. Ci (shie gindr akh.

Fatima has a large car. '
li-fatima sayyara kabira.

Do you have a pen Tald clas Ja
{with you]? hal magak qalam?

Notice that J li-, like all other one-letter Arabic words, is written
joined to the word following. The vowel changes to . la- before the
possessive pronouns s -hu (his), La -ha (her) and o~ -hum (their):

laha kalb aswad.

She has a black dog.

They have a house in Lad s (o8 o gl
France. ‘ lahum bayt fT faransa.
Activity 5

Join the Arabic to the equivalent English, for example a) 1.

a) I have an aunt whose name is May.  .sa3aa S_,l;;...... g:‘y \
b) Do you have a dog? Ol Ay
olakll dlas Ja ¥

ol daie Ja

.‘;;L.o Lgaw! ddla L,_SJ A\
K siie Ja v

¢) Does he have a dog?

d) We have a daughter and a son.
e) Do you have the book?

f) My mother has a new car.

g) The engineers have a large office.
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-
f Case Notes

Nouns vyith a possessive ending are definite and will carry the
appropriate case ending in formal Arabic:

our house L\:X:u baytuna

in our house Ly % baytina

his car REJL;.W sayyaratuhu

under his car /4/3‘,1_:“‘. <al taht sayyaratihi

The soun i i : i
soul d masculln_e plurall Io§es the final ;, when a possessive
ending is added, as it does in idafa constructions:

the bank and its ;wLa.Aj el
accountants al-bank wa muhasibahu
We are with our L yae ro O
teachers. nahnu maga mudarrisina.

In summary

* Arabic puts two or more nouns directly together in
the order possessed + possessor to express
possession, e.g. Jl;dl <y bayt an-najjar (the
carpenter’s house). This type of possessive
construction is called i3l idafa.

* Only the last word in an Ll idafa can have J) al,
even though the first noun is definite.

* Endings are added to Arabic nouns to convey the
meaning of ‘my’, ‘your’, etc.: 2 baytrt (my house).

. 7! li-, J4ie sinda and &= Maga can be used with
?ouns or E)OSS(Essive endings to express ownership:
4alle 3, aanal li-muhammad sayyara ghalya
(Mohammed has an expensive car).

Plurals: broken
plural

Remember that there are two basic types of Arabic plural:

e sound plural (‘A.“_u.t." C“%‘" al-jamg as-salim):
sound masculine plural (SMP) -an/-In: w4 mudarris (teacher)
— Oy yde/ ) s yae mudarrisan/mudarrisin (teachers)
sound feminine plural (SFP) -at: 5 Ui sayyara (car) = ol
sayyarat (cars)

* broken plural (,awS3ll pos jamg at-taksir), formed by
changing the internal vowels of the singular word, similar to
the way English turns ‘mouse’ into ‘mice’ or ‘man’ into ‘men’.

Unit 5 explained how the sound plural is formed. This unit will
look at broken plurals.

Forming broken plurals

Many basic Arabic nouns cannot be made plural using either
the SMP or SFP. They are made plural by using the broken plural
(GauSal paa jamg at-taksir). Although this system may at first
seem random, there is method in the ‘breakage’.

To form a broken plural you need to identify the (usually) three
root consonants of a noun (see Unit 1). This can often be done by
ignoring long and short vowels and any & (ta’ marbuta):

K kalb (dog) = root = ./ J / &
wals sahib (friend/owner) = root= o/ ¢ / =
Lle sulba (box/packet) = root= o/ J/ ¢

The root letters, always in the same sequence, are then put into
a number of different patterns to form plurals:
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K kalb (dog) — <UL kilab (dogs)
wablee 5ahib (friend/owner) — Lla.al ashab (friends/owners)
Lle gulba (box/packet) — u.fc. gulab (boxes/packets)

You can see that the plural of K kalb (dog) takes the root
letters and adds a kasra (i) after the first root letter « and a long
a between the second and third root letters (J and <) to
produce IS kilab (dogs). This plural pattern is known as
the Jlas figal pattern in Arabic grammar, with the consonants
J/ ¢/ < representing the three root letters. (The root J / g/ s
carries the meaning of ‘to do’ or ‘to make’ and this is why it
is used in Arabic grammar to represent the generic root.) So,
the pattern used to produce the plural _la sl ashab (friends/
owners) is known as the JLasl afg¢al pattern and the pattern
used to produce ull gulab (packets) as the  Ja%s fugal pattern.
There are a dozen or so significant broken plural patterns. At
the beginning you will need to learn each noun with its
individual plural, although later you will begin to develop an
instinct for which pattern to use.
For the sake of convenience, we have devided the patterns
into groups, starting with some of the most common.

Broken plurals: group 1

© Plural pattern Example
Jlas figal
Jlasl afgal
; d:_o fugal
J a5 fugal

K kalb (dog) = UM< kilab
b 53hib (friend/owner) — wlaaiashab
i4le pulba (box/packet) — e gulab

<3 bayt (house) — &, 44, buyit

Plurals: broken plural

Activity 1

65

Complete the chart below, using the appropriate plural pattern.

Plural pattern
Jsas fugl
JLA_QT afgal

Plural
\

Y

¥ s suwar (pictures)

A

Jsabs fugal
0

JLas figal
v

A

VA

J\_ui afgal

¢

&l aflam (films)
-

uaj lugab (toys)
JLA.}A jimal (camels)
&l 4L mulak (kings)

VY

V& £ saiu shuyakh (sheiks)

Broken plurals: group 2

Plural pattern
J;fe fugul
J;._QT afg ul
- Jel s fawagil
| ;ﬁfuialé’

Example

Singular

<l bank (bank)
4]:9 walad (boy)

8 9« sUra (picture)
a3 qasr (palace)
‘;_Le_'e film (film)

Jia jabal (mountain)
Ll lugba (toy)

A

\ -

o haram (pyramid)

\Y

< kitab (book) — 3K kutub

¢2s shahr (month) — g2l ash-hur

g o\ sharig (street) = ¢ ;) i shawarig

<7 =1
359 wazir (minister) = ¢l 5 9 wuzara
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Activity 2
Match the singular to the plural, for example: Vg) .
Criw (@) (company share) pgs )
sl (b) (town/city) Laais ¥
e (C) (road/way) 3,k ¥
35k (@ (ring) asla ¢
;lﬁi (e) (ambassador) 4. 0
Sl go () (president) s, 3\
aged (9) (capital city) Laale V
allsx (h) (prince/emir) .ol A
pealse () (ship) Liai 4
el (j) (table) sa5lo \ +

Now cover up the left-hand column and try to say plurals out
loud after the singular.

Other broken plurals

There are other broken plural patterns, such as Olnas
qumsan, the plural of a3 qamis (shirt), or plax khiyam, the
plural of dasa khayma (tent). These are best learnt as and when
you encounter them.

A few words have four root letters (see Unit 1) and the plurals
of these words tend to be similar to the Jelys fawag il pattern:
Wais fundugq (hotel) — 3.3 fanadiq (hotels).

Using broken plurals in sentences

Don’t forget that only humans are treated as plural in Arabic

gramrmnar. The plural of non-human objects and ideas is treated
as feminine singular:

67
Plurals: broken plural

Singular Plural

AREY) oA hum wuzara
(They are ministers.)

. s3& o hiya kutubr.
(i'hey are my books.)

30 oa huwa wazir.
(He’s a [gov.] minister.)

. 2SS g4 huwa kitabr.
(ft's my book.)
OseSlse l)5) YA
ha’ula’” wuzara’ ¢iraqiyyun.
(These are Iraqi ministers.)

B ) 1ia
hadha wazir giraqi.
(This is an lragi minister.)
35 5Ts a3Ladl 1ia B0 st ‘.,:.bgu sla
" hadha khatim mustawrad.  hadhihi I-khawatim mustawrada.

(This ring is imported.) (These rings are imported.)

Activity 3

Make these sentences plural, as in the example:

cAlce y9adl oD Jaas yaGi 1aa

ol o33, Lt Y

okl Lalan Ll Y

Cagandl 18 ol €

Jash Jan dlia 0

el i 1

Srae usall V
Boaadt 5 asgdl A
Bailall e ayadll R B Y

aa)y By swm ada Ve
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Case Notes

Case endings can be added
to plural nouns in much t
/ way as to singular nouns: e same

house L‘o:u baytun
| houses ::;\,.H buyatun
in the town gaall 9 fil-madinati
in the towns Oaall u-; fi I-mudunj

Exceptions are a few .
. plural patterns which don’t hay -
(nunation) in the indefinite, e.g. e tanwin

/ Jelss fawag ilu ;ASIJ.’; khawatimu (rings)
| a3l sall al-khawatimuy (the rings)
#las fugala’u ;I‘,f)f, wuzara'u (ministers)

b - R
el,50 al-wuzara’u (the ministers)

Optional Activity
Write the case endings on
your answers to Activit
the sentences out loud, e.g: Y 3 andread

hadhihi I-qusary jamilatun. Jiliea Sseaill sia \

* Many Arabic words are made plural using internal
’ ,
broken’ plurals rather than external ‘sound’ plurals.

. Bro!cen plurals are made by putting the root letters
of singular nouns into different plural patterns.

* There are a dozen or so common broken plural
patterns. The plural of individual words cannot
easily be predicted by a beginner although certain
patterns will emerge.

Comparative and
superlative

The comparative and superlative are used to compare objects or
ideas. The comparative in English is formed using -er with
shorter adjectives or more with longer ones: faster, more
comfortabile; the superlative using -est or most: fastest, most
comfortable. Similarly, Arabic has a different method of
forming the comparative and superlative with short, basic
adjectives and longer, more complicated ones.

Forming the comparative

Arabic forms the comparative in one of two ways:

1 J.a_ﬂ afgal pattern

The _jasl afgal pattern is used with short, basic adjectives with
three identifiable root letters. An alif is added before the first root
letter and a fatha (a) between the second and third root letters:
kfkff’;; xS kabir (big) — J_\Si akbar (bigger)

Jaes jamil (beautiful) — J_a;i ajmal (more beautiful)

: J2sb tawit (long/tall) — JJJJ atwal (longer/taller)

Some adjectives share the same second and third root letter (see
Unit 1). These are written together in the comparative with the
fatha (a) moving after the first root letter:

wsaa jadid (new) = Jald ajadd (newer)

© asd4i shadid (strong) — =1 ashadd (stronger)
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If the final root of the adjective is (5 or , this changes to alif
maqsdra (a written as (¢) at the end of the comparative:

Zrli ghant (rich) — u_;.ci aghna (richer)
s hilw (sweet) — u.l;i ahia (sweeter)

2 JJSI akthar + noun

Longer adjectives cannot generally be made into a comparative
using the Jasl afgal pattern. Instead <1 akthar (more) is used
with a noun carrying the special tanwin al-fath (Z -an) ending we
have already met after ‘?ﬁi kam (see pages 50-2). Remember
that this ending carries the meaning of ‘as to’ or ‘regarding’ and
is written on an extra alif (1) if the noun does not end in ta’ marbita:

54U ,3<T akthar ifadatan (more useful — ‘more as
to usefulness’)

LLL:_]I J_“.Si akthar intisharan (more widespread)

ai e JJSi akthar mula’imatan (more suitable)

As a beginner, it is enough to recognise this. Later you will be
able to form similar comparisons using the appropriate noun.

Activity 1
Make these adjectives ctomparative, as in the example.
] (ugly) peass
(small) ,ua.n ¥
(short) ,uns ¥
(light) _a,aa ¢
(heavy) Ju3s o
(old) azas
(many) ;S Y
(fast) ag yu A

) 71

Comparative and superlative
Comparing things
The comparative doesn’t generally change for' mqsculme .
feminine or plural. The equivalent of than as in bigger than is
Cyo min (literally ‘from’):

The palace is older than  .uauall (4o €¢§|.‘,‘A_q.|l )

the mosque. al-gasr agdam min al-masjid.

This car is faster than ALl ells N & ol S‘)l__%...,.dl. T(J.A

that car. hadhihi s-sayyara asrag min tilka

s-sayyara.

o PR P
My house is bigger than  .&iy u_o‘)_\sg?_\:u .
yo)LlJr ﬁouse. ? baytt akbar min baytak (baytika).

The attached pronouns, as used for possession (see Unit 10), can
also be used with ;s min:

I’'m taller than her. Lgie Jobl Ul

ana atwal minha.

| They're faster than us. Lo gyl e
' hum asrag minna.

Activity 2

Mine’s better than yours! Use the comparative to do a bit of
boasting, as in the examples. ;
e Jobl Bl — (L UGl

I'm taller than you! I'm tall.

TELT WIS &J—“‘i ol = A L;_'U\—,w
My car is faster than your car! My car is fast.
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LS FT N FOV-E 3

i canad O
e BT
e sobly
oS caila A

Activity 3

i\low make as many sentences as you can comparing the
eacher and the accountant in the picture, as in the examples:

rowlaall cpe Jslal uSaall
al-mudarris atwal min al-muhasib.
- The teacher is taller than the accountant.

. bayt al-muhasib akbar min bayt al-mudarris.
he accountant’s house is bigger than the teacher’s house.

Comparative and superlative 73

The superlative

The most common ways in Arabic to express a superlative, as
in ‘the fastest’ or ‘the most beautiful’, is either to put the
comparative in front of the noun:

SJL:\M CJ.wi asrag sayyara (the fastest car)

gYe J.a.-.;i ajmal nahr (the most beautiful river)

or simply to add the article ! al to the comparative with the
meaning ‘the fastest one’, ‘the most beautiful one’, etc:

CJ_.:}N al-asrag

JA;ﬁﬂl al-ajmal
Activity 4
Choose a phrase from the box to fill the gaps in the sentences.
hJJAJ‘ L’_.Q . B \

o Y 9Aaa3a Adall sia Ja Y

£ okall B lia ¥

‘,ALJA‘IQSJ‘,?_L.A).A;M;JG

sl B S\
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The dual

The accusative indefinite ending/—(t)an is added to the noun
when it is used in the structure &I akthar (more) + noun.
This means the extra alif tanwin will appear if the noun does
not end with 3 taa marbdta (see Case Notes, Unit 9):

aUs) ,i<H akthar ifadatan (more useful)

on

' Case Notes
|
!

Arabic grammar regards the plural as referring to three or
more. There is a special dual form when referring to two.
The dual ending o/l -an/-ayn is added to a noun to express

the meaning of ‘two’.

e J_“.Si akthar intisharan (more widespread)

The superlative, e.g. 4l &Jwi asrag walad (the fastest boy), is
an 4sLs idafa structure (see Unit 10). So the second noun
will have the genitive ending -(t)in:

W< kitab (book)

o }&J“i asragu waladin (fastest boy) | N
o</ LS kitaban/kitabayn (two books)

JIPEN ;.a;‘)i arkhasu jaridatin (cheapest newspaper)

i€ kutub (three or more books)

The context will dictate whether the ;I -an or (y» -ayn ending is
used, in a similar way to the sound masculine plural .
alternative endings ¢ -Un/ s -in. (Note that spoken dialects
generally use the (,u -ayn dual ending in all contexts.)

3 In summary

If a word ends with 3 ta marbata this is pronounced when the

* Arabic has a special comparative form: Jas! afgal, dual ending is added:

e.g. J.Si akbar (bigger).

L . i madina (town)
* (= minis used to compare two things, e.g.: "

-ro »+S] akbar min... (bigger than...). = Oraiasde/ s madinatan/madinatayn (two towns)

* Longer adjectives that can’t be put into the fasl Oas mudun (three or more towns)

afg al pattern are made comparative by using }'Si
akthar (more) + noun with _ (t)an: Z‘JLBL,.'?ST akthar
ifadatan (more useful).

The dual is often used when talking about parts of the body, as
many of these come in pairs:

A ii e /M, rijlan/rijlayn (two legs)
* Jasl afgal + (indefinite) noun = superlative (the  Jay rijl (leg) Ol /Oy
-est/most): uy ;<1 akbar bayt (the biggest house). ~ £ yad (hand) O/ Olas yadan/yadayn (two hands)
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Activity 1

Make the dual to match the pictures, as in the example.

J' Dual pronouns

| covered in Part 2). Unlike the dual noun ending, this is a feature
| of Standard Arabic but rarely used in spoken dialects.
Dual pronouns are similar to the plural, but with a long a:

you (two) Lassl antuma

they (two) Lea huma

The dual in sentences

The main uses of the final dual ;s -ayn ending are:

‘1 * when the dual noun is after a positional word or preposition
* when the dual noun is the last word in an idafa

* when the dual noun is the object of a verb (see Unit 14).

The dual

They are the two

= ambassadors.

I'm in front of the
two houses.

My sister bought two

books from the market.

This is the office of
the two engineers

Where are her two
daughters?

Both the schools of

77

Otherwise the (,} -an ending is generally used, although you
should be aware there are exceptions to this.

huma s-saffran.

Oatanl alad Gl

ana amama I-baytayn.

ishtarat ukhtt kitabayn min s-stq.

O digall L3S 1

hadha maktab al-muhandisayn.
stalsyy oyl

gayn bintaha?

OB,aas Luoadl W yae
madrasata I-madina kabtratan.

The dual also has its own pronouns (and verbal forms which are

 the town are large.

Notice that when the dual is the first word in an idafa or has a
possessive ending, it loses the final , (n) in a similar way to the
sound masculine plural.

Case Notes

The dual case endings are comparable to the sound masculine
plural (see Units 5 and 10). As with the the sound masculine
plural, the dual is one of the few instances when the case
ending is written as part of the main script.

The () -an ending is nominative and the O -ayn ending is
accusative and genitive. As the accusative is used for the object
of a verb and the genitive is used after positional words and
for the last word in an idafa, the ’,o -ayn ending is used in
these contexts.
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What do these sentences mean? Match the Arabic to the
equivalent English.

1 { Activity 2
i

a) I found the two boys BuSlall cas lEalay elia
behind the door.
b) My clothes are in the OBalu, 550w Laic u_\.o A .
o bags Arabic verbs
©) They are the two Saudi woldl el ual gl Sua s ¥
engineers.
d) There are two bottles under Agally &= sand &
the table.
: e) Mona has a car and OLasad) luaigall Laa 0
‘ | two bikes.
H f) Ahmed is with his parents. Oatadaldl 5 jwn o 0

* Arabic has a special dual ending used when
referring to two items or two people.

® The ending ()i -an or (,4 -ayn is added to the noun:
O/ 54y baytan/baytayn (two houses).

* The dual ending loses the final /, n when it is the
first noun in an idafa: <Ll Wiy, bayta I-malik (the
king’s two houses).

|



Past verbs

Arabic sentences can be either verbal or non-verbal. It is
possible to express many basic concepts without using a verb:

We are in the bank. el (s s
nahnu fi I-bank.

My mother is in school L_,AI R PRV | g u_ai

with my brother. ummt fi I-madrasa mag a akhi.

This chair is very old. Jaa aaad pw SHHaa

hahda I-kurst gadim jiddan.

The ministers have a Jag ¢ Laial ;1‘)3:911
meeting tomorrow. lil-wuzara” ijtimag ghadan.

To go beyond this type of elementary statement, however, you
need to understand how the Arabic verb system works.

There are only two basic tenses in Arabic:

. ‘;_u:\_.a;” al-madr (past)

* ¢ oLaall al-mudarig (imperfect, used to express the present
and future)

Grammatically, it makes sense to begin with the past tense as it

is simpler.

Basic verbs in the past tense (singular)

Verbs are categorised into basic and derived forms. Basic verbs
are ‘no frills” verbs generally based around three root

Past verbs 81

consonants (see Unit 1). Derived forms manipulate the root
consonants, adding extra letters before and between them, to
create different but related meanings. Units 14-16 will present
basic verbs in the two tenses; Unit 17 will cover the derived forms.

The :,:A huwa (he/it masc.) past tense shows the verb in its
simplest form:

He found the key. .z liaall aay wajada I-miftah.

: He opened the door. .ol 55 fataha I-bab.

The three root letters of the verb are each followed by a short
fatha (a) vowel. If we remove thq final -a and add the ending &
-tu, the verb will then refer to Ll ana (I):

| found the key. £ saall Suay wajadtu I-miftah.

| opened the door. .Ul =.~3s fatahtu |-bab.

You do not have to use the pronoun Gl ana or \;A huwa since the
ending of the verb will tell you who is carrying out the action.

Here are all the singular endings for past verbs:

example ending

s

(I opened) fatahtu G+ R (TR S Ry
(you m. opened) fatahta s ta = you (m.) =l ‘
(you f. opened) fatahti /c,\:x:\_é -t you (f.) /c,_ai ‘
(he/it opened) fataha C_CLG -a_— he/it ¢a
(she/it opened) fatahat on5e -at ol she/it  ca
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You may have noticed that all the singular past verbs except
= fataha are spelt the same - =a35 - and only distinguished
by the short vowels that are not usually written in modern
Arabic. When reading Arabic without vowels you will need to
pay close attention to the context to decide on the meaning and
pronunciation.

The common part of the past tense that appears before the
individual endings is the ‘stem’. This is usually vowelled with
two fathas: C_I_e fatah (opened), aa s wajad (found). However,
sometimes the second vowel is a kasra: 99*‘“ sharib (drank),

p—aw samig (heard).

Activity 1
Use one of the verbs in the box with the appropriate ending to
fill in the gaps in the sentences, as in the example:

a3 dhahab (went) < sharib (drunk) ris fatah (opened)

oala jalas (sat) aa g wajad (found) bA./U.l samig (heard)
A Sl (si) »
S e (s2) ¥
Sr\aaall (coi) Ja v
NS (sa) ¢
L (o) 0
Coaal 3 % aat (esl) Ja 2
eIl e L (Li) v

* yaall al-khabar = the news item
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Word order

When the subject (the ‘doer’) of the verb is mentioned, it
generally comes after the verb in Standard Arabic:
verb + subject + rest of sentence

Fatima opened the door. ol dadbls cinis
fatahat fatima al-bab.

The Prime Minister attended & aall 1,5 4! u:.:gu A
the exhibition. hadara ra’fs al-wuzara’ al-mag rad.

Activity 2 ; .
Sarah (3,Lw) is a teacher. What did she do yesterday (_uel ams)?
Match the sentences with the pictures.

e yal) ¢ Laial V- WRWT | Y T
Jeaddl M eiad

(sl Glans ah i

Baslall 5\9_0 EJE;}S-" SJLu ;:;:A%J
Agin I (returned) cias g

E_a.u‘)..\.o.“ %}\—3 Q/AK:QJ
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| Activity 3

As with pronouns, masculine plural verbs are more common

Now imagi ;

yesterdayg'alne you are Sarah and give an account of your day since all members of a group need to be female for the feminine
’ - .. } i plural to be used. Learn the masculine first; the feminine plurals

byl M Gusl e ad 3 as U shaded in the table are mainly for recognition. There are also
. . special verb endings for the dual. However, these verb endings

Basic verbs in the past tense (plural) are relatively uncommon and so will be covered later in Unit 20.

Here are the plural endings for the past tense. Remember that .

:hli plﬁral forms are used only with people; non-human plurals Plural verbs in sentences

ake the femini i i
minine singular (s hiya) form of the verb. A quirk of Arabic grammar states that if a verb comes before a

plural subject the verb will be singular, but if it comes after the

. subject it will be plural. This can mean a switch in mid-sentence:
example ending

(we opened) fatahna Lia3s  -na s we a’ VS gty salll (N Gl ¥l ol
i dhahaba l-ashab ila n-nadi wa-shariba kala.
i (you m. pl. opened) fatahtum aiais  -tum ‘4}3 you (m. pl.) ‘é;_.l The friends went (m. sing.) to the club and drank (m. pl.) cola.

- (you £. pi. opened) fatah SEa% - s R 4
pi-opened) fatahtunna (iass -tunna (5 you (f pl) o35 However, the verb will still be feminine if the subject is

feminine:

(they m. opened) fataha | g=55% -0 |y they (m.) ‘;as

.L}_ubSM gars Crala g Jonall Ls_!IE:,\_;_._H NP
rajagat al-banat ila I-fasl wa-jalasna gala |-karasr.

The girls returned (f. sing.) to the classroom and

We sat on the steps. R le Ll
°bs ) l - ; sat (f. pl.) on the chairs.
jalasna gala s-sullam. ~ :

(they I opened) fatahna 38 -na ¢, they (%) Z,m

They (m.) attended . &‘ i Y1 1 g A Unsurprisingly given their complexity, most of these rules are
. - ignored in everyday speech and the masculine plural often used

the meeting.
throughout, even for females. As a learner you can get away

hadard l-ijtimag .

You (m. pl.) heard the ) S P with the same when you speak, but should be prepared to
news yesterday. samist . f khe recognise the more correct standard versions and eventually to
R ‘ ; f— gm al-khabar ams. ‘ use them yourself in written and formal spoken Arabic.

Note that there is a silent | alif written after the 9 waw of the ‘;A

form of the verb: | sais fataha. This is purely a spelling Questions

conventi i ’ . : . . . .

i (a:z;l a?-d is n?t pronc?unced. Don’t confuse it with the There is no special question form of the verb in Arabic. You can
sative) alif sometimes written on the end of nouns use the question marker {a hal or any of the other question

e.g. It - :
(e.9. lals waladan - see Unit 9). words (see Unit 9) with the relevant part of the verb:
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Did you go to the bank? Selidl M eaad Ja
hal dhahabta ila I-bank?

He found the key. sl is s wajada I-miftaha.

You (m. pl.) heard ool Al ‘;:W
the news yesterday.  samigtum ai-khabara ams.

When did they go out? N FENGEN L’_:Lo matta kharaju?

 Where did Ahmed hear S yeall saald o ol Remember that after a preposition, the genitive case endings

the news? ayna samiga ahmad al-khabar? are used (see Unit 8 Case Notes):
| went to the town.  .daaall M Caaad
Activity 4 dhahabtu ila I-madinati .

Make these sentences and questions plural, as in the example. Optional Activity

e A X A i th sentences and then read them
-aaelt (I 1gund peaadl M ad N Z/Latr:;zhde case endings on these

ol e A Y
??;L;J“?_'e)_y;ﬂ@d.n,i

N RSV I ¢ ol Bass
Lelaial Lujoall &y 0

St saa Ja

glaia¥l a0

ol s, %HJuﬂ ;(_};J Sal
Al o A eaad v

S Lty a1l 55 A

P [ RCTNVAN ¢

S8 oladd Jasl ok Vgl S LS Wl day ¥

In summary

Activity 5§

Say these out loud in Arabic and then write them down.
1 I went to the bank yesterday.

2 She drank a cup of coffee.

3 Did you (masc. pl.) ﬂnd_ th(? key? ¢ The past tense of basic verbs is made up of a three-
4 We attended the meeting in the factory. o . . di howing the
5 Ahmed heard the news in the restaurant (\z:.jaa.” al-matgam). consonant St/eerIth different en lngf > o 9

6 They (masc.) sat down next to the teacher. subject, e.g. n3s fataha (he opened), «=adis fatahtu

(I opened), | 3=35 fatahd (they opened).

* There are two basic tenses in Arabic: ‘__’.‘;:LAJI (past)
and ¢ ,Laall (imperfect, used for present and future).

Case Notes

j if i i first i entence:
The subject ("doer’) of a verb, if included, will have the * The verb often comes firstin a s

nominative case ending. For the object (‘receiver’) of a verb,
the accusative is used: -an for the indefinite (with the extra alif
tanwin [ if the noun does not end in 8) and -a for the definite:
The minister attended I_cL.a::;! ol s
a meeting. hadara l-waziru ijtimag an.

Aalal Oay) caais fatahat zaynab al-khazana
(Zaynab opened the safe).

* Plural verbs are only used with people. Non-human
plurals use the feminine singular (‘?_A) verb.



Present/future verbs

The second Arabic verbal tense is the imperfect or & JL.“::Q_H
al-mudarig, used for describing present and future events.

Like the past tense, the imperfect verb changes depending on
the subject (‘T', ‘you’, ‘he’, etc.). However, in the imperfect tense
these changes are preﬁxes (letters on the beginning of the root
stem), sometimes combined with endings. For example, oo
yashrab, means ‘he drinks’; this changes to w3 tashrab for ‘she
drinks’ and O3 _ius yashrabdna for ‘they drink’. The common
element is o shrab which can be described as the ‘stem’ of
the present tense. In this case, the three root letters are sh/r/b
and there is a fatha (a) after the second root letter.

Basic verbs in the present tense (singular)

Here are all the singular endings for present verbs, using the
verb C—"“" yaftah (open):

example ending  prefix
(1 open) aftah(u*) gl a-1 i
(you m. open) taftah(u) C_/‘qu'. ta- 3 |
(you f. open) taftahina yun5as na Gy ta- ;J;i
(he/it opens) yaftah(u) oy ya- oA
(she/it opens) taftah(u) cfs.ﬁ ta- 3 .

* The full pronunciation includes a final u, but this is not heard
except in formal contexts.
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Notice that the present verb for | (you masc.) is exactly the
same as for ca (she/it).

The middle vowel in the present stem of basic verbs can change.
The vowel can be:

 fatha, as in cfs.s;\ yaftah (open),
e kasra, as in M yaghsil (wash), or
e damma, as in K yaskun (live).

Every day she opens 431540l C—"““ J.. U<
the safe. kull yawm taftah al-khazana.

Do you (m.) go to S’SJ\_;;.JL_a Liayaall M a5 o
school by car? hal tadh-hab ila -madrasa bis-sayyara?

Iwash myfacein  Aalia s St
- the morning. aghsil wajhr sabahan.

~ Where does he live? €% ol ayna yaskun?

Activity 1
Change these sentences to match the subject in brackets, as in
the example.

(o) Lalin aga s Juuis (Ka) )
el lgen 5 Juuas
(5a) sl 3 oKud (L) ¥
(o) $¥S Loas ¥
(B) ol pe R (5) £

v

(eol) Seaall o Gaa)aS [Se 0

(e30) 8oLl aall I 530 Liady 0
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Activity 2

Read about Nadia’s routine below and fill in the gaps with one
of the verbs from the box.

(plays) _als (goes) —als (eats) K5 (drinks) S

(sits) Ludas (lives) Sus  (returns) =5 (washes) Juis

Lo o2 JS 5,8l 5 Luls
Ll M SN P WA e
e S P 5 o3Il
A Ze Ll e

& 9
o Lolaal

a plate of beans = tabaq fal J g5 (3uls*

park/garden = hadiga 48, g~ **

Now imagine you are Nadia and change the routine to Gf ana

(D. Start like this:
cos Z)ALZ." ‘?.ﬂ é&mi
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Basic verbs in the present tense (plural)

Here is the plural for present verbs. The shaded feminine plural
is mainly for recognition. Learn the masculine plural first.

example  ending prefix
(we open) naftah(u) é'\.s; na- 5 O
(you m. pl. open) taftahtina ;, =333  -Ona s ta- 3 ‘éui
(you £ pl. open) taftahna [,=is3 -na g, ta- 3 u:‘—‘i

(they m. open) yaftah@ina , gaiay -0na ya- ‘us
(they f. open) yaftahna (yaiss -na g, ya- f_)_A

Notice that the prefix for ‘you’ verbs is always 3 and the prefix
for ‘they’ is . The ending shows the gender and number:
Oo -Una for masculine plural and ¢, -na for feminine plural.

~ We attend a meeting . usai o ga US Lelaial ans

every Thursday. nahdur ijtimag an kull yawm khamis. f

They (masc.) live in IR SR BT
~ Baghdad. yaskunana fT I-baghdad.

Do you (masc. pl.) drink $lalis 543 5o is Ja

. coffee in the morning? hal tashrablina qahwa sabahan?

On Friday my friends ! u_s\.;..ai aly Laaall po
Srias 5oL s palaalt

~ and eat pizza. yawm il-jumga yadh-hab ashabi

- go to the restaurant

ila I-matgam wa-ya'kulina bitza.

e
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Activity 3

Make these sentences plural, as in the example. Remember:
1 if the verb comes before the subject it will be singular.

2 Use a feminine singular verb (i.e. 3 ta-) for non-human plurals.

cAnemlt poy 3okt G sbuiiy Aaaatl a gy 8, 00alt i

...al;i_g%r"o,_’;swi\’
il I oalS Ja ¥

bl s, LK 0
sl oland Lokl A<all e i

Activity 4

Complete these sentences describing what these people do and

where they work. Use the verb faa, yagmal (to work) with the
correct prefixes and endings. The first is an example.

cAuyde B (femng uyde s

Present/future verbs 93

Talking about the future
The imperfect is also used for talk/ing about the future, often
preceded by the future indicators —. sa- or 3 g sawfa:

. We're going to the poall Laaall N TR
museum today. sa-nadh-hab ila I-mathaf al-yawm.

Ahmad is going to 0l pe il sand Caly S g
~ play tennis with Nadya. sawfa yalgab ahmad tanis maga nadiya.
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Attached pronouns with verbs

The pronouns used on the end of nouns to describe possession,
e.g. Wiy bayt(u)ha (her house), can also be used with verbs.
(The vowels in brackets are pronounced in more formal Arabic.)

Aaantla g Lgbay
yaghsil(u)ha yawm al-jumg a.

REDEN | [PRP-31 WO [y I
yaghsil as-sayyara yawm al-jumg a.
He washes the car on Friday.

laall 3 sumall Uoal

sa-ashrab al-gasir fi |-masa’.

He washes it on Friday.

elaall 3 aysnb
sa-ashrabuh(u) fi I-masa’.
I'll drink it in the evening.

samig nahum fT |-hadiqa.

I'll drink the juice in the evening.

Asaad) 3 LY Gaaw
samig na l-aTfal fi [-hadiga.
We heard the children in the park.

LI B N N

We heard them in the park.

The ending = (my) changes to 9_. -nT (me) when attached to a verb:

- Did you hear me on the Comoldl 5 Saaw Sa
. radio (lit. “in the radio’)? hal samig tanT fT r-radyG?
Activity 5§

Change these sentences using attached pronouns, as in the
example.

oS Cond LA g S a3 Tadll By
Srsall Guay Ja ¥

olalan Lab s clis ¢

52301 5 m sad 0

Lelaial Gy rdan as IS

bl b oY Y Liaa v

(after an hour) de L say L paal A
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Notes about verbs in spoken Arabic

In general everyday spoken Arabic drops the final short vowels
and , na on the end of verbs. This means that (s yas
tashrabina (you fem. drink) becomes tashrabi, and (g2 yus
yashrabtina (they drink) becomes y}ash rabd. In the past tense 3%
fataha (he opened) becomes fatah; w.ais fatahtu (I opened) and
=sais fatahta (you, masc. opened) both become fataht. However,
ol fatahti (you fem. opened) does retain the -i ending.

The masculine plural is generally employed for all plural or
dual subjects in spoken Arabic, meaning the feminine plural
and dual verbs are only really a feature of Standard Arabic.

{ In summary

. &J\_.;:.;Jl al-mudaris (the imperfect) is used to
describe both present and future events.

* The imperfect of basic verbs is formed with different
prefixes and endings around a three-consonant
stem, e.g. @.e; yaftah (he opens), c:lei aftah
(1 open), (), 9~idy yaftahiina (they open).

¢ The future indicators _w sa- or % ¢.s sawfa are often
added before an imperfect verb when describing
future events: %,.AQCL.» sa-ashrab (F'll drink),
o35 3 sw sawfa nakhruj (we'll go out)..

e Attached pronouns can be added to verbs as well as
nouns, e.gd. ?.AL.\A./A;U samig nahum (we heard them).
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Irregular verbs Activity 1 B
Change these past tense sentences to refer to everyday activities,
as in the example:

-ﬁ)m‘qém..sgéaﬁus ol 5 ddas Laag
Ll Kl W eada) ¥
ol A (her trip) Lgida , 4500 CI- VNP o

Baslall e 2 Gaall lyun )y €
Most irregularities in Arabic verbs occur when one of the three

) . g -7 s
root consonants of the verb is either 4 waw or (¢ ya. These two : (the dough) (raaall 5L 555
letters a.re con51dereq weak', effectively meaning they c.an SUREI B aall bawy S\
change into vowels in certain word patterns and sometimes -
drop out altogether.
O}?ther irreg?llarities come about when a verb is ‘doubled’, Hollow verbs = a as the second root letter. They
having the same second and third root letter, or has hamza (e) Hollow verbs have 5 waw or 5y = 3 i iddl
fth t t ! are called ‘hollow’ because the ¢ waw or @ yain the m} d e_
as one ot the root consonants. often changes into a vowel. This can be a long vowel (a, G, 1) or a
short vowel (a, u, i). This category includes some common verbs.
Weak verbs There are two main types of hollow verb, depending on the
Weak verbs fall into three categories: middle root letter, and these are shown below. The I?SS common
5 Waw or (s ya as first root letter (assimilated verbs) feminine plurals are shown in grey. Leave these}z)untll after you
5 Waw or Zs ya as middle root letter (hollow verbs) are familiar with the rest of the parts of the verb.

S Waw or (¢ ya as final root letter (defective verbs)

Hollow verbs with § waw: d’i—l/__/’dlj (to say)
Assimilated verbs

imperfect past . .
Most assimilated verbs in common circulation have 5 waw aqul Jﬂi quitu =18 Gl
rather than @ yaas the first root letter. These verbs are o taql J o83 quita =45 you (m.) =l
relatively simple to remember and are irreqular only in the - i o u () el
imperfect tense, where the § waw drops out altogether: e taqalina (o83 quiti =13 youth) =
yaqul J sis gala J& he/it g
(he finds) yajid aay ¢ (he found) wajada s taqul J 455 qgalat =38 she/it ca
& C (N Gl o8 ulna Luls we yal
(we arrive) nasil Loy ¢ (we arrived) wasalna Lila 4 S naqt "’bﬁf 9 . 4
’ taqulina _, st 435 quitum 2315 you (m. pl.) ais
(they describe) yasifina *y sausy * (they described) wasafi | gaus. taaulna 153 aqultunna 515 you (f. pl) o5l
34 yas QS 94 |99 g ; g O ]

, L i altina =y of 45, ala 1 4Is they (m.) a
(she weighs) tazin 0,35 ¢ (she weighed) wazanat =35 4 e yaquliina &, ¢ 485 qala 1 5] ot

yagulna 2,15, quitna .13 thoy (£) Cea
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B ’ Activity 2 ' .
Hollow verbs with ¢ ya: yihay/,Us (to fly) Choose one of the hollow verbs in the box to fill the gap m.each
imperfect i past sentence. Make sure you change the verb to match the subject.
_ i s 8 Note these time phrases which will show which tense you
aur yeko tirt =k ! L" should be using: )
tatir jabaS tirta =,k you (m.) =5l yesterday ams _yusl
tatirina 'y adas tirti o= o you (f.) &l tomorrow ghadan .
yatir sl tara 5tk he/it sa every day kull yawm o g3 K
tatir ks tarat =, she/it - next year as-sana al-qadima &sol8}l &l
natir ekt tima Lk we "A"‘ ' last month ash-shahr al-madi _o.alall WRA|
tatirana , g ,alaS tirtum \;3):19 you (m. pl.) ‘af‘\_ﬂ
tatirna _, ,da3 tirtunna i)j)io you (f. pl.) :J:ui i B . ..
i ’ , S fl sle (to return) S /L1 (to visit)
yatiriina ), g yalas tara 15, they (m.) aa = _/‘)LL: (tofly) J}H/ ( 27 /
yatirna _, ,lay tirna 5 b they (£.) :):a ‘_b_i;./d\j (to say) c—_-)-t;:/t\-t (to sell) ‘)JA;/JLO (to win)

With a few exceptions, hollow verbs fit into one of the two

el 3,80 Side i) )
patterns shown above. Note: ol 5y A o (

* the past verb for sa, 4 and aa has along i in the middle Jue anauall & L —w(as) ¥
for both types of hollow verb . K
* the other past verbs have u or i in the middle Somol <S50 e ols S0 (e0l) Ja ¥
¢ the imperfect verb is characterised by a long a for verbs with . ws ( ) :JS 3
3 waw as middle root letter and a long T for those with (s ya 3ol o (apples) ¢ \asll A pse
as middle root letter. ‘«j_& ‘;S‘)\,;Lu» (9_5) f o
We will fly to London . aolall & guu¥1 50 i1 b alall gl aiynal a5, () 1
Yy - a}-}"“ &) ¢ o -
next week. a-natir ila lund l-usbag al-qadim, 1%
ext wi sa-natr ila lundun al-usbag al-gadim Uiy 39 5,500 o5 BV
I'said to my husband  «!Liy Luay o gy) 05 i . i ; .- PRE A
A (o > : e Lall el tennis cup) il Lol Lisa
‘Let’s go’. qultu I-zawjT ‘haya bina!’ s <* ( i
He sold his ticket eyl sossse L An important hollow verb is ¢, <3 / 1S kan/yakan (to be).

to Zaynab. bag a tadhkiratuh li-zaynab. Although many statements in the present don’t include the

3 - b ‘to be’, it is needed in the past and the future:
They return from ool L juall o 50 aas ver

school by bus. yag aduna min al-madrasa bil-bas.
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I 'am in the bank today. PSRN o wi
ana fi I-bank al-yawm.
[ was in the museum el LIS TS = K
yesterday. kuntu fT I-mathaf ams.
Il be in the office Tae o<l oo s
- tomorrow. sa-akan fT I-maktab ghadan.

The present tense of the verb ‘to be’ is used following Jli- (in
order to), ;| an (that), and other similar words:

| ~ We went to the party t.s.r\A.;aic:o O Alaal W Liyad
in order to be with dhahabna ila al-hafla li-nakan
our friends. maga ashabna.

The fish has to be fresh. *LajUs elawdl & 5<0 o Lag
(‘It is necessary that yajib an yakdn as-samak tazijan.
the fish is fresh.”)

" the extra alif is added after the verb ., s<; yakan (see Case Notes Unit 14)

Activity 3

Change these sentences to refer to the past, as in the example.
- Euasdt b 'Cas el ST
— Ajeall 3 5aS Y
— 80 gl & (resident) Taais %,_‘;_«.T Y
— Awaall sSpat
o Seliy 3 ol Ja o

Now write them again in the future, e.g.:

- pouaatt 8 5 eSlu
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Activity 4

Read this passage where
Hajj Khayri (g;ﬁa CL‘;“
al-hajj khayr) is telling
his grandchildren (slaal
ahfad) why he thinks
the internet has made
life easier. (hajj is a term
of respect for someone
who has been on the
pilgrimage to Mecca.)

W N

5

coolaa¥ g Tl s
:;i@_}g\,i(buy\g)(é)mg ol Bouw (oo =30 ALy
SJ/SA/S (to buy) ¢l yiul }C,\.\./A:\ ) g e s B 5 o
OIS Alia aadlll ats ad 05 0 Il Ly sabal
(we paid) Liass Agaall g s (_\:u._s Ql‘),_d/a_ﬂ ZS))fu L
WS any Gy s0923 (when) Gaa Ll | gILS 2% 3 S50 UAS
€839 yo 5,5l & Shl Al
Lol L53 1a 1lay ¢ sl s8s s oYY (laughed) das
W3 ,845 el yad
Where did Hajj Khayri want to travel a few years ago?
Who did he want to visit there?
Where did he have to go to buy the ticket?
How long did they tell him he would have to wait before his

ticket was available?
Why do you think the children find this funny?

Now underline all the examples of hollow verbs you can find in
the passage.
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Defective verbs

Defective verbs have 4 waw or (s ya as the final root letter. There
are several different types, but the most common feature is a
long vowel in place of the third root letter. Here are some examples:

QSH/LS;‘% jara/yajrt (to run)
sea/les daga/yads O (to invite)
(sias/ sEas Masha/yamshi (to walk)
(swre/ guss Nasiya/yansa (to forget)

=/ o rama/yarmi (to throw)

| s<iu/\SE shaka/yashka (to complain)

The detailed rules for how to spell and form defective verbs are
somewhat complicated and need to be learnt individually by
consulting a comprehensive Arabic grammar or verb reference.
However, as a rule of thumb the imperfect is largely consistent,
whereas the the final long a vowel in the past will often turn
into aw or ay before an ending which begins with a consonant:

(we complained) shakawna U s<&  « (he complained) shaka (<
(I threw) ramaytu &uas, +— (he threw) rama g

(you pl. walked) mashaytum ‘13_3.34:5 + (he walked) masha s

Other irregular verbs

Other irregularities arise from:

* the second and third root consonants being the same letter
(doubled verbs)

* one of the roots being hamza (¢)

Doubled verbs
Doubled verbs sometimes combine the second and third root
letters with a shadda (—), e.g. :s; radda (he answered), and
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sometimes separate them, e.g. a3, radadtu (I answered). The
rule determining this is:
¢ third root letter followed directly by vowel (long or short)

= combined
e third root letter not followed directly by vowel = separate

If you take any part of the present/future or past verb tenses
and apply the rule above, you can work out how to form the
appropriate double verb. For example:

result subject tense root

radadna Guss,  Oas st (answer) s [ s [,
dallat =1 D s>Lall (show/prove) J [ J [ o
yazunn(u*) -k s golasl (think) & [ & [ b
tashukkiina o, K5s  anl g laall (doubh o [ o [ Gu

* For the purposes of deciding whether or not to write the doubled root together,
any final u in the imperfect ¢ ,L.s.l is taken into account (see Unit 15)

The result of applying this rule is:
* doubled verbs in the imperfect ¢ ,L.a.ll are almost always

written with a shadda ()
* doubled verbs in the past osLall are written with a shadda for
54, gaand ad but with séparate letters for the other subjects

Activity 5
Complete this chart of doubled verbs, as in the example.

result subject tense root
(radadtu) :’_’,_\33 Lal g.u':\_.a.“ (answer) o / 3 /)
Ll g laalt (doubt) d [ & [ Gu
a3t & Laall (showsprove) J [ J [ o

O pobaall (think) & [ & [ b
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ul g.éLAJI (count) / 3 / &
- L_;‘ALA_“ (strelch) o / ) / &
pa bl Goin) o [ & [ o>

Activity 6

Now use six of the verbs you formed in Acthlty 5 to fill the gaps
in this picture story about an air hostess (32,20 mudifa) and
her passengers (ULSJ rukkab), as in the example. Don’t worry
about understanding every word, just try to get the gist and
work out which verb might fit in the gap.

/]/J@’Q Sy [ =

LY,

LW aay Gaasliall (Iordered)ga.n.\lel.d wduhy 1AW, alEslag
J.:.A_Ls H_s_c _4.54...‘ u.:‘\, (ChCCS(.’) Lue.; uu_!J._Luu «. ClA».\.” L)“"J'A"'“'

dplaalt 55 sai. «l(vegetarian) 5L\ Gl

=2
= °

o &N LEE,  slaa US Ly LS, JUs R AT R VAN

a1l (their voices) H_ﬂ‘yai A el B my memory) 5 S15 o8

el e glaalh 1603, JSG Y Bl gile wpalll JSTY . 5Ls Ui
((!C\_}‘_\Jl KU uK «‘.'QA’F L C‘%d-“
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Verbs with hamza as root letter

It is possible for verbs to have hamza (¢) as one of the root
letters. These verbs are not strictly speaking irregular, but there
are some aspects which need clarification:

1 When a verb has hamza as the first root letter, e.g. ._\;L-/_sai
a’khadha/ya’khudh (to take), the Ll ana part of the imperfect
is written with a special madda sign above the alif (7). This is
pronounced as long a:

(I take) akhudh AT = Jal + |

(1 eap) akul J<T = JKT + 1
2 The hamza may be written in a number of different ways:
e on an alif: 1, e.g. a1, ya’khudh (he takes)
e on a waw: 5, e.g. skl nabtu’ (we slow down)
¢ on a ya with no dots: z;/_i , e.g. ‘a:u.o sa’ima (he loathed)

You will begin to get a feel for how to spell hamza as you
become more familiar with individual examples.

Very irregular verbs

There are a few verbs which display more than one irregular
feature (e.g. weak and have hamza as a root letter), and these
can behave unpredictably. Common examples are the verbs ‘to
see’: GJJ/L;IJ ra’a/yara, and ‘to come”: F‘_SAJ/GLA ja’a/yajr.

Do you (m.) want to see Q?Iﬁiﬂl 3 gj dys Ja

the pyramids? hal turid an tara al-ahram?
Where did she see s, cj:) sl
the mouse? ayna ra’at al-fa’r?
We come here prdSUac an
_ every day. najr’ huna kull yawm.
| came yesterday but | Jaal _g.;i N S ol Lﬁia
didn’t find anyone. ji"tu ams wa-lakinnt lam ajid ahadan.
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Activity 7

With the help of the glossary read this passage about what
Bashir (,aia) does every day. Decide if the sentences below are
true or false. Remember to read for gist and not worry about
understanding every word.

1

VN W N

10

Bashir is Lebanese.
He’s a football coach.
In the past he was an accountant in a bank.
Every morning he drinks a cup of coffee ...
... and eats a sandwich.

He takes the bus to the tennis club.
He only teaches tennis to girls.

He teaches them how to hold their
rackets.

In the evening he sometimes visits
his mother.

Sometimes he plays chess with his
friends.

Ly |

olall 3 o] & Do O 585 (ol (b (il G 0e sty
deadl Soaall Blaa o s oW Sy s 5 Laigs OIS

o3 s i S sl Laid iy U550 wp s US £ lue
oadll ol I el sl

5,51 53 wobaall G sSias S S lidly 0¥ g Cheay udy
Lty 5,SH e elien Jaias Ayl 33

fo bl Caly 5f 438 5550 Glaaly axs (M yaty gsay sluall P

life = hiya s~ coach = mudarrib _._,.u ,

rackets = madarib oolas to hold = yamsik cluca;
ball = kura 3 ,S better = afdal Jiasi
chess = ash-shataranj C_‘)ja:un sometimes = ahyanan L.L_.;I f

Now imagine you are Bashir and change the passage to L ana.
Begin like this:

RROUT XYL [P V- (W VR k1

In summary
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Irregularities in Arabic verbs usuatly stem from one
of the three root consonants being s waw or 5 ya
(‘'weak’ letters).

Assimilated verbs have a weak first root (almost
always ¢ waw) and are mainly regular, except that
the initial 4 waw drops out in the imperfect:

Jas/ Jo g wasala/yasil (to arrive).

Hollow verbs have a weak second root and are
characterised by a long or short vowel in the
middle, e.g. Jis/J\S qala/yaqal (to say);
sabes/ s tara/yatir (to fly).

Defective verbs have a weak third root and are
characterised by a long vowel or dipthong (ay or
aw) in place of the third root consonant, e.qg.

(] ghas masha/yamshi (to walk).

Other irregularities are caused by a doubled second
and third root letter, e.g. 3,g/3, radda/yarudd (to
answer), or by hamza (¢) being one of the root
letters, e.g. dSLJJSi ‘akala/ya’kul (to answer).



Introduction

The Arabic root system shows itself most clearly through the
forms of the verb. By adding additional letters before and
between the three root letters different, but related, meanings
are created. For example, s darasa means ‘he learnt’, but
when the middle root letter is doubled to create _u s darrasa
the meaning changes to ‘he taught’. In a similar way | | ¢3S
katabld means ‘they wrote’; the addition of an alif after the first
root letter produces | 3351< kataba ‘they corresponded with’; the
further addition of ta in front of the first root produces | ¢ 3L<5
takatabd ‘they corresponded with each other’.

The derived forms are referred to by Arabists as Form II, Form
111, etc. (Form I being the basic verb form). Native speakers will
usually refer to them in the ¢ ,Lall (imperfect) form using the
root Jas (to do).

There are nine derived forms altogether in modern Arabic
(II-X), but Form IX is rare. Each form has a past and imperfect
pattern connected with it, for example the doubling of the
middle root letter in _u 3 darrasa is Form II, whereas the
addition of an alif after the first root letter in | 3:5\< kataba is
Form III. It is important to realise that although the derived
forms add letters before and between the root consonants, the
prefixes and endings which show the subject of the verb remain
the same as they are for the basic verbs: uf)/_\ darrasa ‘he taught’;
)Cu-u;d darrastu ‘I taught’; LL.uS.J darrasna ‘we taught’; etc.

In theory every root could be put into all ten forms, but in
practice an individual root will have only particular derived
forms in common circulation. This unit will give you an
overview of the forms and present some useful examples. Don’t
expect to master all the detail straight away. As you begin to
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feel more comfortable with the system of derived forms and
their related meanings, you will find they are a helpful way of
expanding your vocabulary.

The eight commonly used derived forms fall into three groups
which share characteristics:
e Forms !, IIl and IV
e Forms V and VI
s Forms VII, VIII and X
Each derived form has meaning patterns connected to it.
Although these meaning patterns will not always be obvious in
individual derived verbs, they are a good general guide and can
help you to guess at the meaning of unknown vocabulary.

Forms I1, IIT and IV

e Form Il doubles the middle root letter

* Form III adds a long a after the first root letter

e Form IV adds a short a (i) before the first root letter in the past
tense

Forms II, 111 and IV are all vowelled with fathas in the past tense

and with the sequence damma/(fatha)/kasra in the imperfect.

This table shows the patterns using the root letters jas:

example € Jlaall g.u.:LA.“

(to heat) ‘_,;m;/u;w yufag gil Jakh faggala Jas 1T
(to travel)/)/_'el_y..;/;qu yufagil Jelay fagala Jels 11T

(o take oug 53 [Toal il Jady  afpala Jadl 1V

e Form Il is often used for actions carried out on
someone/something else:

‘):/‘QAZS yujahhiz = ‘to make something ready’, or ‘to
prepare’ (basic form = JQA_) yajhiz ‘to be ready’)

It can also intensify the meaning:
J;.S:‘ yukassir = ‘to break something into pieces’, or ‘to
smash’ (basic form = J.....S;‘ yaksir ‘to break”)
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e Form III can carry the meaning of trying to perform an action:
CS—'L“-'; yusabiqg = ‘to try to be in front’, or ‘to race against’
(t;asic form = ... yasbiq ‘to be in front/to precede’)
Or of doing somethiflg with somone else:
:J,sl_{_a yuhadith = ‘to talk to someone’, or ‘to converse with’
e Form IV, like Form 1], is used for actions carried out on
someone/something else,
uu:‘.?i_t yujlis = ‘to cause someone to sit down’, or ‘to seat’
(basic form = _ulay yajlis ‘to sit down’)

~ We heat the bread in Cyoall o Al AL

the oven. nusakhkhin al-khubz f1 I-furn.
. They travelled to Jordan S ally oo, St
- by boat. safaru ila l-urdunn bil-markib.

 The girl took out the trash. .&IL5H =il e Al
akhrajat al-bint az-zubala.

Note that the vowelling of derived forms does not vary as it
does with basic verbs. For example, a Form II verb in the
imperfect will always be vowelled J;;q__‘ yufag gil, and a Form

IV verb in the past tense will always be vowelled J,._'el gff_glg.
Activity 1

Look at these derived verbs and decide if they are Form 11, III or
IV, as in the example.

Form II nazzafa ales / yunazzif s_i.!c_t; to clean
ajlasa L)..];i / yujlis uﬁ.:\.;_‘i to seat

hadatha & ol / yuhadith :,:ﬂ_«.; to converse with
jahhaza ;.GA / yujahhiz\}zé.; to prepare

hawala Jsla / yuhawil JQ\A; to try

akhbara sal / yukhbir a0 to inform

sallaha cj:.a / yusallih cj..a; to repair

sabaga 3ulw / yusabiq 5.;\.“..; to race

kassara :;...S / yukassir;‘../ﬁ; to smash
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Activity 2

Match the Arabic sentences to the English, trying to guess at the
meaning of the verbs from words you already know with the
same root letters.

a) Bashir coaches the children in the club.  $=) saal) J;Af? Ja)

b) We feed the birds. AosUall Lusss M o sosben ¥

¥

¢) They travel to France by airplane. .E;.s\_\_ﬂ - .\)’\,FYI BE-NREPNTE

d) I treat guests as my friends. elgudt L yaall ‘).A.AAJ ¢

e) Do you photograph animals? ‘;.\\A._ai_i g_éj__ﬁ&l bLoLc.i °
) The nurse brings the medicine. ol LJS:,: A
Activity 3

Put the sentences in Activity 2 into the past, for example:
hal sawwarta I-hayawanat? =L gaadd g Ja )
(Did you [m.] photograph animals?)

Forms V and VI

example CJl Sl &,a;:t.uu
(10 speak) SiaSs [Eias  yatafagpal JaiS, tafaggala Jads V
(to cooperate) 5 s\aka [ 5lad yatafagal Jelaly tafagala Jelds VI

Forms V and VI both add ta (3) before the first root letter. In the
past tense, Form V = ta (5) + Form I[; Form VI = ta (3) + Form III.
In the imperfect tense, Forms V and VI are vowelled throughout
with fathas (a).
e Form VI often carries the meaning of doing something
together as a group:
yatag awan Ol = ‘to help each other’, or ‘to cooperate’
(root: s = help/aid)
e Form V tends to be intransitive (i.e. actions not carried out on
something/someone else).
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Do you speak Arabic? QuJ.aJl
hal tatahaddath al-g arabiyya?

o O ss Baad el 5ol foLas
- two days and cooperated ! das s lslass
~+ on the peace plan.

The ministers met for

tagabala l-wuzara’ li-muddat
yawmayn wa-tagawanu fi
khittat is-satam.

Activity 4
Read this story about Mr Jones ({5 o= ._L\.u.n_”) and underline all
the Form V and V1 verbs you can see.

bl\,.\.u.n.o 4_\_\‘)’._"?.\.;;; ‘LJJ\AJJ)LJL)AJJPJ_L&L“

Las (because he) MY ey JS r— e.m.u (his level)
| SEraE Ty S ULA.\S.\I JSJ_u

S Al
W PPV AT

C\_:u‘:)) (O el ".s)Lu.-_“J (greetings) M| UJ.‘.B\_;ER;

il 3500 e GuSaall 53 ga sl JUL daadl

o 9o Baal «yeall clion o8 e 33 9 dappropriate)
Now try to guess the meaning of the verbs you underlined from

the context. Write the verbs in the present and past next to the
English below, as in the example.

learn M/@ meet up practise

remember progress exchange

Forms of the verb 113

Activity 5

Change these sentences according to the subject in brackets, as
in the example.

(o) Laaall plas, ol Jslaa \
Ay yalt elati i Jled
(L) 2 al) olalll 55 ga uall K35 Y

(o) Lamsll o slolaiy el Joliss tua ¥
(2] €l g laon :0slsls &
() ool 5,00 e Jla o

(el) opilt lian I3 e Ha

Forms VII, VIII and X

5 example &JL‘A.aM g.«.bLA_“ ’
(to be broken) S [ 53l yanfagil Jadis  infagala Jadol VI
(to meet) C_:aia_g/c_/azai yaftagil Ja5s,  iftagala Jassl v
(to enquire) alaius [alatiwl  yastafgil Jadiuy istafpala Jadiud X

Forms VII, VIII and X all start with i () in the past tense and are
all vowelled with two fathas (a) and a kasra (i) in the imperfect.
Form VII also adds n ((,) before the first root letter; Form VIIl
adds ta (5) after the first root letter; and Form X adds sta (Sw)
before the first root letter.
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* Form VII is often passive:

‘)“S_‘__‘/J“.S_‘l inkasara/yankasir = ‘to be broken’
(LS [ S kasara/yaksir = to break)

* Form VIII is a common verbal form. However, the meaning
patterns are more diverse and difficult to pin down. It can
have a reflexive meaning (performing an action on oneself):
i / C_AJ.AI ijtamag a/yajtamig = ‘to collect yourselves’ or
‘to meet up’ (t,o_?.__‘/ca; jamag a/yajmag = to collect)
Lj::;:ug/J;J:ul ishtaghala/yashtaghil = ‘to occupy yourself’ or
‘to work’ (Jas shughl = occupation/work)

* Form X can mean to consider something to have an
attribute. For example:

M/Q@i istahsana/yastahsin = ‘to consider good’, or
‘admire’ (s hasan = good)
or to ask for something:

‘ah:u.._h‘/?_\.x:;.....l istaglama/yastag lim = ‘to ask for

information’, or ‘enquire’ (‘;J::. ¢ilm = knowledge)

Don’t forget that the meaning patterns are for general

guidance. Some derived verbs have no obvious connection with
these patterns.

Activity 6

Fill in the missing entries in this table, as in the example:

Form Present/future Past Meaning
Vi yaqtarib o :):\:Qg igtaraba ;.,';Cé' to approach
X yastamtip aSaiun to enjoy

Vil inqalaba L1331 to be overturned
yastamis aoiuws  istamaga paiul to listen

yastahsin yusiio to admire

ibtakara <5, to create

istakhdama aaaiul to use
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Activity 7

Look at these example sentences:

They listened to the saalull 3 LAY M sasin)
news on the radio. istamag U ila l-akhbar f1 r-radya.

We use the internet in LaSe 5 e, ¥l AS pudiud
our office. nastkhdim shabakat al-intarnat
fT maktabna.

The car approached the L’_au:LA)-“ g oLl e ;J\;AJI gt
main street. iqtaribat as-sayyara min
ash-sharig ar-ra‘isi.

Did you enjoy the party? $alaaily catetwl Ja
hal istamtag ta bil-hafla?

Now decide how you would say these in Arabic:
Do you (masc.) use the internet in your office?
They use the internet in their office.

The bus approached the main street.

We approached our house.

I listen to the news on the radio.

Did you (pl.) enjoy the film (‘,g_m)?

Ak W=

Irregular verbs in derived forms

Weak and doubled verbs have varying features in the derived

forms, depending on the particular root and form.

‘It is not possible to list all the variations here. However, there
is some general guidance which will help you to recognise
irregular verbs in the derived forms:

e Hollow and doubled verbs are regular in Forms I, III, V and
VI. The weak middle root s waw or (s ya' in hollow verbs does
not change into a vowel and the second and third root letters
of doubled verbs remain separate:

Jstah /Ul hawala/yuhawil (to try); Form III: root h/w/l Jo~

.s:s);s//ql:, raddada/yuraddid (to repeat); Form II: root r/d/d 4,
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- Making verbs
- negative

LJ\,L;:;_J/LJ\,L;: yatanawal/tanawal (to deal with); Form VI: root

n/w/l Js

* Hollow and doubled verbs are irregular in Forms IV, VII, VIII
and X. The irregularities are similar to the basic verb form,
with hollow verbs replacing the second root letter with a long
or short vowel and doubled verbs often combining the second
and third root letters:

<=’/ Sl ahabb/yuhibb (to like); Form IV: root h/b/b cua fect t egative
. _ . Imper ect tense n

= The imperfect tense ¢ ,L.aall used for prese_n.t and future

* Defective verbs with 5 waw or ¢ ya’ as the final root letter are statements is made negative by adding ¥ |a in front of the verb:
irregular in all the forms, ending in the characteristic long
vowel: Tif the vowel preceding the third root letter in the o
regular pattern is kasra and a if the vowel preceding it is fatha: (we don’t travel) la nusafir J:q\_mi Y« (we travel) nusafir ,stua

gﬁé/sﬁl ishtara/yashtari (to buy); Form VIII: root sh/r/y S (I don’t like) 1a uhibb ;;i Y « (I like) uhibb :_,/;i
u‘n.t;/u.]a.ci agta/yug ti (to give); Form IV from root e/tly e

i [ ) 3wl istaraha/yastarth (to rest); Form X: root r/w/h s

(he doesn’t take) la ya’khudh l:.L; Y « (he takes) ya’khudh 3al,

- 1 don't like ice-cream. 2SS Yl UAT Y
la uhibb al-ays krim.

The cook doesn’t prepare RN NN RVEwS |

salad. la yajahhiz at-tabakhkh as-salata.

* Arabic features derived forms of the verb which

modify the meaning of the root. ! They don't live in tents. .‘5\1\5- 9_9 UJ.AS.ug Y
{a yaskunana fT khiyam.

¢ There are eight derived forms in common use. They
are produced by placing additionai letters before

and between the root letters. 5 Activity 1 ' _
Make these sentences negative, as 1n the example.

* Forms Il and Il share characteristics, as do Forms V Ayaadl M ou i g ¥l Labls 3als )
and VI, and Forms Vil, VIt and X. 7 A ' ol ...3335" Aalold Al Y
* An individual root will have particular derived forms 1t 5 (W N

in common circulation.

W

Lyl &aasi ¥
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Activity 2
Complete these sentences using the picture prompts, as in the
example:

{ like cats but ...). ... g;‘SJJ AN L_\:.i v ’”/
(I don’t like dogs). . MSH iy X ‘ﬁ

iS5 3545 il @ iw \
x &
LA LSl Hilld & ﬂ Y
X ol
Sty Lsalas¥l (e oy ¥ ABC v
X ool

vy

BRSPS THPON W WSV IS Weal " oY - E

BPUAL S PRCH N WOR | I PIIY “g @ 0

x ¢
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Past tense negative
The past tense .slall can be made negative in two ways:
Ls + past verb: ::.\_)‘)::u Lo ma sharibtu (I didn’t drink)

al + present verb: okl ! lam ashrab (I didn’t drink)

‘;] is more common in Modern Standard Arabic.

When the present verb follows ?J the parts of the verb ending in
O (;_\_KI, ‘;i.ﬂ and ?‘A) lose the final _,:

you (fem.) didn’t drink = 3 i ‘;J lam tashrabt

they didn't go = *s3aly o1 lam yadh-haba

you (pl.) didn't meet up = *1 ,LLES & lam tatagabalu

* The silent alif is a spelling convention and is not pronounced.

We didn’t go to the . ol {aadl I ads o
party yesterday. lam nadh-hab ila I-hafla ams.

The journey didn’t  .Aeluw b Oy DASH U, 3,305 N
last more than half lam tastaghriq ar-rihla akthar min

. an hour. nisf saga.

They travelled to the agaSls San el Mgyt
Red Sea, but they .Z\:s_!,/e_li s 500l A gaaiun al
didn’t listen to the safard ila I-bahr al-ahmar
weather forecast. wa-lakinnahum lam yastamigu ila

l-nashra al-jawwiyya.
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Activity 3
Fill the gaps with the correct form of the past verb in brackets,
as in the example:

Sty Uaall M (wad)  cedd BT alall g sl 50

s Gias (L) N
al Lty 3 et (M 1555 () el ¥
(s0ap) & saluall (a2)
Ayl b etiaY D, (i) KISy
(Japan) Ll M (Gel) o ealall Caaall 3 8
Ada L (pieial) al L3
Bagaa 55w s gans (s530l) Luslall i o
Leelad 5,0l (possu) NRNNP
(0ea) 5 el G (pasin) plpa
. (toy) il

Activity 4

Read the story about what happened to Mr Abbas (.l _'s\_"uaS(l)
on a journey last summer, and decide if these sentences are true
or false.

Mr Abbas likes travelling by boat.

Last summer he went on a boat journey lasting two days.

He wasn’t well prepared for the journey.

He booked a private cabin.

He didn’t bring any seasickness medicine.

He listened to the weather forecast on the television.

He told the ship’s doctor he wants to see a picture of a boat.

N W=
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ool Damy ¥ &3 5 5,5l 53ld o Dl ulie SLELY
ey 5 Soally 53l 555U 3aly o alall Caneall
dudd Sgay ol Y (torture) olie ;) =olS as g j_)il.u/S

el Sl L3 (himseln)

L S1ally adaiad ¥ Ul WSoalt conbl ulie 3L U
Casall ans Slin 3 oS 5e s a sl Of waf Y LT 53S0

Activity §
Now imagine you are Mr Abbas and retell the story. Start like
this:

PR PY-FEY NPT BT
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o«wd ‘not to be’

To make non-verbal sentences negative, there is a special verb
ol laysa, meaning ‘not to be’. This unusual verb looks like the
past tense, but has a present meaning:

(I am not) lastu st ()

(vou m. are not) lasta cud (=51)

(vou f. are not) lasti . (CJA')

(he/it is not) Iaysa/;_,....i] i\,.a)

(she/it is not) laysat C..uA:L‘ (L;")

(we are not) lasna Uil (o)

(vou pl. are not) lastum \;L..._\ (‘a.:_.i)

: (they are not) laysi | geua! (fﬁ)
Heisn'tin the house. .cuaadl 8 ual laysa fil-bayt.

I'm not Nadya. Aol il lastu nadiya.

She’s not a nurse. A yas cuwnd laysat mumarrida.

e The negative of a present verb is formed by adding %
in front of the verb: el ¥ la agrif (I don’t know).

¢ The negative of the past tense is formed by either:
— adding Ls in front of the past verb:
=:3€ Ls ma katabtu (I didn’t write), or
- addin ?l in front of a present verb:
<3SI al lam aktub (1 didn’t write)
fJ is more common in Modern Standard Arabic.

e There is a special verb (..l laysa, ‘not to be’, used
to make non-verbal sentences negative.

n
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Nouns and
adjectives formed
from verbs

By now you should be developing a feel for how root sequences
are the foundation of Arabic, on which the richness of the
language is built. You have seen these roots in action in the
derived forms of the verb and the broken plurals. It is also
possible to put the roots into other patterns to produce nouns
and adjectives with associated meanings.

Nouns of place
Many nouns describing places where particular things happen
are formed using the Jaa. mafgal pattern:

é.mz:c masnag (‘place of manufacture’, i.e. factory), from
the root e (manufacture/make)

<3< maktab (‘place of writing’, i.e. office/study), from the
root i< (write)

Ja 4 madkhal (‘place of entry’, i.e. entrance), from the
root Ja o (enter)

In other words, by adding - ma before the first root letter and
fatha (a) after the second root letter, a noun of place is created
associated with the particular root sequence.

There are some minor variations possible in the pattern.
Occasionally, the second vowel is a kasra (i) as in u...:L;.A maijlis
(‘place of sitting’, i.e. council), and sometimes the pattern ends
in 3 as in &4 madrasa (‘place of study’, i.e. school).
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If the verbal noun comes directly before another noun, as in
elall 5 shurb al-ma’, it will not have the article ! al as this is
an 4slal idafa construction (see Unit 10).

As well as being used for general concepts such as ‘going’ and
‘entry’, verbal nouns are widely used in Arabic in place of a
second verb. For example, ‘1 want to go to the museumn’ can be
expressed in Arabic as ‘I want that I go to the museum’ using L‘,i
(that), or a verbal noun can be used in place of the second verb:

urid an adh-hab ila I-mathaf. .cdasall 1) _adl of ol

urid adh-dhahab ila I-mathaf. .aasall I Sladdl ay )l

Likewise,
_ Bashir likes to play ot Cald i S
tennis. yuhibb bashir lagib at-tanis.
~ lwentto the hospital to . Jla 5,30  asduall I Euad
~ visit my uncle. dhahbtu ila I-mustashfa li-ziyarat
khalr.
Activity 2

Rephrase these sentences using a verbal noun from the table on
page 125, as in the example.

- aeaiadl 35la ) W o .M‘JJ\}JC)?J&J&)\
R PR TN IV

g:& (message) ZULHQ _:Si C)i AJ_JT Ay
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Verbal nouns: derived forms

Unlike basic verbs, the patterns for verbal nouns from the
derived forms are predictable, with only Form 11l having an
alternative. This table shows you the verbal nouns for the
different forms. Some of the examples may already be familiar
and these can help you to remember the patterns.

Exarnple Verbal noun Verb Form
preparation tajhiz g3 tafeTl Janss Jagh/ Jas f
dispute khilaf <8 Ja figal Jlas Jelay/ lels i

Econversation muhadatha &ala’ mufagala ilelas or
information iglam &3e! ifeal Jlas| J:q_q;/da_qi v
progression taqaddum ?.5_\33 tafag ¢ ul .Jin.ﬁ tJ:i;Q:\.:\/‘_J_!;Q:I \
cooperation tagawun (yslas tafagul Jelss  Jelasy/Jelas VI |
withdrawal insihab _lawsl infigal Jlaas! Jaais/ Jasil Vil |

meeting ijtimag & Laial iftigal Jlais! Jaiay/ Jassl VIl

: use/usage istikhdam alaail istifpal Jlasic) Jadf/Jadiu) X -

Verbal nouns from the derived forms tend to form their plurals
using the sound feminine plural =\ (-at):

-~ meetings ijtimagat =lelaial

preparations tajhizat <)jagas
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Passive participles are formed using the pattern | gais mafgl: What is happening tomorrow?
What do his coach and his friend think of Mimo?

(something) broken makstr , gu<o  «  to break yuSs/uS -Oosalivall Sablull Lgaly
e W GUaLl gass Jale Soa LSls

what alladl ulS

(something) drunk mashrib o iue  todrink i/ o i

(something) washed maghstl Jgwio ¢ towash Juwss/Juue

These participles can E)e used as elrther no’uns ’or ad]ectn_/es, f,or Alia 56 o slae i 2 s aly garer

example , 3.Ss makstr can mean ‘broken’ or ‘a broken item’. : 3 . R o

In the derived forms, active and passive participles are formed W gad ¢ T ggd el aal

by taking the imperfect verb and: He e < >

* replacing the intitial _s yu- or s ya- with —» mu-

* using a final kasra (i) for the active participle and a final e gars.agllio sy Moy Al sasorn
fatha (a) for the passive participle - - -

alalls Oaall oK) Sate g yusS | |

trainer mudarrib o a0 ¢ trains yudarrib o ,a

trained (person) mudarrab u::_\io i sl g-‘ Olalu sane usns Ja .55 Ly
((cgra-w\_.\-a." N
viewer mushahid 4:45\_.":.; « views yushahid salis
viewed (item) mushahad sals " Match these Arabic words in the broadcast
to their English meanings, as in the example.
capable (person) mutamakkin ;,Sais <+ is able yatamakkan K3y - a) World Cup Ostalics )
‘L enabled (item) mutamakkan {,s:;.s.aw 5 b) capable d“"‘ \
¢) understandable LY
user mustakhdim 39';:1“..; + use yastakhdim auaiuy d) disappearing Deeie £
used (item) mustakhdam asiSie i : ¢) wayward S
I , f) reasonable g_a:;_o 1
Activity 5 g) viewers poess V
elas Hlab gans ) g¢duall e U u-“:‘A! h) I wonder ‘»;‘,JJAL A
The famous football player Mimo Sultan has completely . L s
disappeared! i) urgent OSate

j) wronged sr by
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Unit 19

insummary

Different nouns and adjectives can be formed from
verbal roots.

Nouns of place use the pattern (fags mafgal.

Verbal nouns vary for basic verbs but follow
predictable patterns for the derived forms.

Active and passive participles describe the doer and
the receiver of an action.

For basic verbs active participles are formed using
the pattern Je\s fagil and passive participles using
the pattern J sads mafg al.

Active participles and passive participles for the
derived forms both begin with _» mu-. The active
ends with kasra, e.g. 3953.,...:4; mustakhdim (user),
and the passive with fatha: el\';:m; mustakhdam
(used).

Dual verbs

You have already seen in Unit 13 how Arabic has a dual ending
o) -an or (,a -ayn which is added to nouns when referring to two
of something. There are also special verb endings for ‘they” and
‘yvou’ when the subject is dual.

o) -an is added to the imperfect verbs:

he travels JsLu:s yusafir —
they two travel () sl yusafiran

~ you cooperate yatagawan (,slass —*
you two cooperate yatagawanan ;L sLaty

In the past, the dual ending is | -a:

he attended y.~ hadara — they two attended | yua~ hadara

~ you drank cs yiu sharibta — you two drank a3, i sharibtuma

The dual verb is relatively uncommon but you should at least
be able to recognise it when you come across it. In English, it is
often translated using the word ‘both’:

They both live in Cairo. Soalal s UKL Laa

huma yaskunan fT I-gahira.
S ol Lailas 13Ls
madha fagaltuma ams?

- What did you both do
. yesterday?
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As with plural verbs (see Unit 14), if the verb comes before the
dual subject, it will be in the singular:

Aaall 03 BHLaT, ¢ Laaa ¥ o) sll saa
- hadara al-waziran al-ijtimag wa-tagawana fT I-khitta.
 The two ministers attended the meeting and cooperated
on the plan.

Activity 1

Rewrite these sentences in the dual, as in the example.
T yokall M GLALNT e SEessall (a3 T )
S s (B SuS Ja ¥
8563 Olaid oy Jalll Gula ¥
ol < Jana s uﬁ'j)“}“ 2
$ gl Chall &30 Sl S o

2

Slaba ¥ (Gl JSYI e Ulall gl

¢ Arabic verbs have a dual form used with two subjects.

* In the imperfect tense, dual verbs end in ;,}-an, e.g.
OlsLuls yusafiran (they two travel), o 5buws
tusafiran (you two travel).

* In the past tense, dual verbs end in | -a, e.g. | 5L
safara (they two travelled), La5 3\ safartuma (you
two travelled).

Answers to
activities
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UNIT 1
Activity 1

Answers to activities

1 o/e/é k/t/b (core meaning: writing)

2 w/,/0 d/r/s (core meaning: studying)

3 ,/ul & k/s/r (core meaning: breaking)
4 /g /J Vg /b (core meaning: playing)

UNIT 2
Activity 1

1 jSu (masculine) 2 u_‘\,,o (feminine) 3 )S.u (masculine)
4 )S.Lo (masculine) 5 g_,_s\,a (feminine) 6 JSM (masculine)
7 )Sd.o (masculme) 8 &5 \,_o (femmme) 9 JSAA (masculme)
10 &85 (feminine) 11 &35 (feminine) 12 <4 (masculine)

Optional Activity

s
saratun 3 g

sayyaratun SJL;“ 5

®

gaynun (ne

UNIT 3

Activity 1

as-stra 3 guall
al-mumarrida &3 yaall
at-tin - (a3l
al-khayma dazall

Optional Activity
as-suratu ’SJJJAJl
al-mumarridatu i_.A;_a_dl
at-tinu Z):‘JJI
al-khaymatu iAesjl

X N O

X N o »n

K

qamisun oaad 1
dajajatun dalay 2

baytun "c,\:u 3

al-miftah 5811
ad-dajaja dalaall 2

al-qalam o134l 3

al-bayt =l 4

al-miftahu o \3aall 1
ad-dajajatu f'\;;.l;;..dl 2

al-galamu ‘;.LEJI 3

al-baytu =\l 4
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UNIT 4
Activity 1
he, it (masculine) - c;..si

she, it (feminine) ...

you (masculine) -

you (feminine) -

Activity 2
iauall s Gl 4 comyde Sanl
Léf; b 5 sl Bl 2
) Bk ;.f =l 3
Activity 3
ol 3 a4 oo 581
ASuadl 8585 As yan a2
Bolaadl 8 a6 golidl 553
UNIT 5
Activity 1
ool p2 4 O getigee pal
D95 pa s O3 ran w2
g 55 a3
Activity 2 ) ..
Sob s Gl 4 colawlas yal
olas € Has Y5 olislhe Has 2
.c)Lw:A.lq:o i;& 6 O\—i‘-‘ﬂ-‘:}/—‘ ufA 3
Activity 3 y
Aaadall PRI Aawlas 2 ]
el L_r‘ s 6 QJJ\A_\ ‘;A 2
.&_)LJ:JIL}_BL}_A7 L-ALAJMU.AS

ATM\A-AJ_A4
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Optional Activity

muhandisiin Jy gwaigos 5
sayyaratun L‘J‘)\_i\.w 6

mudarrisatun ;\_w:)d& 7

ijftimag atun ‘::,\L.CL_A;AI 8

UNIT 6
Activity 1 )
s yeall ells 5
alail a6
sedtiaa 7
oasasll @15 8
Activity 2 .
Boliw alls s
Jdayliae
daoella 7
s a0 534 8
Optional Activity
L;J—n sla 4

AmaS Ladall olls 5

Activity 3

Answers to activities

zujajatun :—_;\AL;)1
khabbazan (5L 2
hayawéhétun :*JLKI\,&; 3
ughatun =l

Ja,M 13a 1
Aaydadl sia 2
Buu,all dlls 3
el ol 4

Al ety 2

1X 2¢v 3X 4¢v 5X 6X 7¢v 8¢V

UNIT 7

Activity 1 (suggested answers)

S Zalasll sia 5
oars oiNAA 6
AuoaS daaallsia 7

sk seall 1ia 8

il sl a1
RTINS B PRV
JSYVPEr- I UL RV
Alian =aadl sl

AW N
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Activity 2
AN b)Y OV do e\ HY g ¢
Activity 3
Adaan s 5,508 Lgae oy - Son O 40l
3500 ey Bomhen L 0B s Lol
00U pantl ghaally SU T e 53
A,ually Llae (33,55 (o Eals3te
Activity 4 )
ela g a MY 838 5
elyaa olalasll s3a 6 elyan 5,00 sia 2
28,5 ehytin ol saa 7 ks Tandall 538 3

sy LAl LIS 134 8 3o aldlh laa 4

T
E:

saal LLKiaa 1

Optional Activity
“ & CJ,M J;)_H 138\
e E,lie VB g e 5 sl il ¥
Aauss Lsaly gteall Heall ¥
eas® sl sl €

UNIT 8

Activity 1

You should have drawn the following objects on the pictures:
. a bottle under the chair

. a dog on the table

. a pen in the bag

. cars in front of the house

. a bed next to the door on the right

. a window between the cupboard and the chair

AW

Activity 2
- R poall Sl spandf i
Ol (8 oom (e 403
AU 398 3, 5,50 Hlia 4
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ey Liyue N Liyald 5
oS e 185 i dlia 6

Activity 3

Answers to activities

ehos Jush oo Jlia cdads ellia g Ll iy 5 50 g li lia
il 5508 Ljue dlia Ciasall alal &ab)s o ulyy ciaiall

.daiall

o5 IKH s ol Jaan s apad o lia Ciatall ey e

el 553 550 liay ol b

RERTPR O REEVPIUS-WIN TSN WO | D PRCH A W RV G- A | B

Optional Activity

(The girl is in the school.) .&wu yaall o5 :ul__;_“ \

(There’s a pen on the table.) .;;:Ldl Lf“" ;:.L; Slia ¥

(The boy is between the window and the door.) .:;L,.“\, ;J\:xM| Cos :ﬂjﬂ ¥
(We went to the town.) .&3suall JLigad ¢

(There’s a beautiful river in the town.) .F_Q.A_dl U_s U__s_a; 3@.: s ©
(There’s a new factory beside the river.) .:)Q_L“ g_a.l\A:l :34:. ,‘C_IJA-A la

UNIT 9

Activity 1
R Y
ol alsl g8 ¥ 5
...\‘,,....i‘,_a, N6

Activity 2

.L')J:)L:\_‘LH‘YZ
.;L.Al:\_ggs_&s‘;.a_.ﬁ:*»

Blal A eV SV oSG0 oSt LY LY ol

Activity 3
falanl 1.0
SLpaall 5 oy Jlia Ja
Soanl LIS 1L V

Qw'w&u' \

?gﬁiyﬂ\'

$3aslall Jle dala; oS Y

5, Laudl 0l £

Answers to activities

Optional Activity
slals oS ¢ HETCE
sLlS oS 0 iaada oS Y

Ly oS 1 Siaxs aS ¥

UNIT 10
Activity 1 (example sentences)
dand 3,00 s34
aaa ald lia

Activity 2
e Y dan s yayad 5
Losall 50a 6
sadall ca i Als 7
Sadhyadl Ganigall A<,5 8

Activity 3 i
sayyaratl 5 ,law 0
madinatuna Liiisae 1\
(madmatna)
kalbuki (kalbik) LISV
baytukum (baytkum) ?Sa_u"“ A
Activity 4
oanl a0
] P | S LN
Activity 5

a1 bt OV Y oY H\

FIRTRR P SRRV
woin) ddad sia

agantl sand 35U 1
saill ylgan al5 2

tA.aAA."J.wA:\-G-A3
Jaiill o gl Laydia 4

baytuhu (baytuh) 43 \
madrasatuhum agiw ;4e Y

(madrasathum)
haluka (halak) il ¥
galamuha (qalamha) Lgals ¢

gy 5 T
cauliS1aa Ja ¥
LelsS1aa Y Y

ol 3 ags, b £

9)°

141
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UNIT 11
Activity 1

afg al JL:.J o qusﬂrjyai‘a ¢ fugal J;io Y awlad .N\,lg Y bunak é.l\,.';_ \
malik elfs Y+ figal JLas & jamal Jox A fugal Jas V jibal Jlia
fug Ol Jyu Ve shaykh c.:\:u VY ahram {;'J.A'; VY fugal JJA; AR

Activity 2
Vg) Yo Yd) £€h)y o)) Ab) Vi) Ae) 4a) V)

Activity 3
elan Ly Alian 5 gendll s3a N
Eolsmdl b =Ll ¥
CeiK ala Calll Y
f3usaadl g_a)l_ﬂ u:" 3
Aok Jla dlia o

Oseas Gamaall V
Boeadl b alaYI A
Al gall e Tayusl 5K A

PR .
.;.a..ag:)‘)\g.u:e._&A\’

Optional Activity
slan BS0n Alian enidll oaa Y
s yene (s guanyuall V folsid) 3 S Y

Sreadl b al,aYI A
il gall le Lapaal J5KH A

K ata, Al Y
$Easaatl L;“Mji sl &

A e 83 N Aok Jha a0

UNIT 12
Activity 1

gowl A STV ausi Jaslo (aale ,iasly il ¥ sl

Activity 2
lelie gyl GI A telie a2f iy
el U o A2 350 VO teliiae Ge Jaad 0ae ¥
lela3la oo poST asla A telinda e (8] inda E

Answers to activities 143
Activity 3 (example sentences)
laall LIS G ST uSaall LIS
coslaall Ligda G JBT Lu)uall Lda
claall Gared o pudl ujaall Gaged
ol el sl
oyl con e Jand culaall ey
C ol 55U e g el s dal et 55U
Activity 4
Lgae 3SHE cmpadl ¥ JBYIY alye sl
ediges aad U a3Vl o
UNIT 13
Activity 1
Siialafoliale ¥ GulS/OLIKY e o lae )
Oy [ Ol VG fOEn 0 Gausle [0S0 €
C:-efu\-;w/o\—b\;w A C)e:‘%J/C):"L%J v
Activity 2
aY bV 9o &Y eF e
UNIT 14
Activity 1
iap A ATV e\ 2iad 0 Loh £ sumy ¥ocnda ¥ sl \
Activity 2

cdaayaall (M Guel eiad Tulae 3 L0 Y
Fjaall UL iy ¥

Baslall 398 SIS, mua s ¥
S e sl 8

(sl Oladd eyl ©

Jeadsth M eias

O yall g LaTal oyudan uyall ang V

L M ans A
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Activity 3
Samy Aayaall Gl miaiby Gy aall ) Geel Saad iw)ue U
Saad sl Hlaid Bl S e Suada Builall 358 K
i ol @an s Caepaall g Lalal & paa Gupad) aas  Juaidll
Activity 4

g laiad §uan o paall M sval )
Solll 2 U5ke G gu)aall aay Gl el e lsala ¥
Laal ey I UGyad v iSall 3 Lads ¥
oS g sty Kala 5l oY oY1 <35 A aadlalaaw Ja t
Activity 5
gl 3 g Laia Y Liyan t ol il I Zrad )
ankaall b s daad pan 5948 Olads s h ¥
Lol ilan guda SrGaall aSuay Ja ¥
Optional Activity
Sanaall 3 eat s Ja t AN EVG T
Lelaial Lujuall o yuan 0 dniallouay ¥
Bsed olais Janl Lon ekl s LS Ml aas ¥
UNIT 15
Activity 1 . )
A [P SRX O Labon Logas JuudS N
Sl e g 5AS e 0 S (b K ¥
Bolaadly aall M i) ads $YsS Gaahs ¥

Activity 2
s Bab KUy Lagan s uudS pse US 358080 3 Lo0ls s
o g ss Jemdll 3 GalaSy G 3L Ll () alS ol ua,
Apandl 5 Lpalaal e Caliy VoS Bala) s L3I e Ll ool

Activity 3
oS Gypanlis Bgandl NV Y ak £ Kaaatl sy 3oLl 5 sl )
ol <aes OUSHE 0 olasy 8 S Y
.E;Lruot;.gjy)z‘;\,ﬁ,jidlwtj?);‘\ Seliat M o seals Ja ¥
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Activity 4
ardas 5 Jaras b 58 0 Tuujae b Jeras usie 58 )
i b oslans G5l a8 N Rue B Jaxiy Rupae (o8 ¥
(siies 8 Glansg oldhes Ga Y iy (3 Jenas culae 5o ¥
T B

Activity 5
sl 3 Gaaw 0w SH eas Labiaag )
Ay yda pse JS T ‘Saag Ja ¥
ol 5 aatinan V il e ¥
Al say 4again A Aable Leilus ¢

UNIT 16

Activity 1 ) ) .,
g S aalaaiase SN
abin aSall (M ol 050 S ¥
ool (Ml 2‘%“4“—"!&3{‘9{;&“
bl e £ Gaall Ggams pse S &
Oeaalt SUAN 530 a s JS © 3
ORI el by (M Jems p0 ST
Activity 2
SHBA LIV s LN alE 0 Gt e ¥ e Y Soe )

Activity 3

Future Past

el 3 o sSUa Y AN RS- SERT

R-OFGRON | - B e Wl 4 Fuuuall UK Y

RERPPUR B S OV /R EN SN </ [ URPETN B OV ARPEEN JERIE S 4
Ayaall 5 053K £ Aayaall B 1IS €

Celiay (5 GaisSiw Ja 0 Seliyy 5 e Ja o
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Activity 4

1 He wanted to travel to London (,s31); 2 He wanted to visit his
brother, Shalabi; 3 He had to go to the airline company office

(O ulath 25,5 (3%,) in the centre of town (uall ko y); 4 He had to
wait three days (‘z\_iti 4393); 5 The children find waiting three days for a
ticket funny as they’re used to instant internet purchases.

coolind g ua F Ll U

e o U, £ s 6‘@-.*—:3' ot Ol Bam oo =i BV,
i w il atn AT 558 550 N g yabl 3,505 o) Bl codsin
a3 5,530 oyad Liads «_umuamg_qlmunﬁuusﬂ_,& \<
((.a.s_g_;‘,_aa_,s_dlw&u?\_!lu)b_u_gwa‘gu S b IE

@BS35 elyhd alal T5WS e tLan (ol sl any oYYl dain

Activity 5
|94.-_od - e =aae :',ja_:}.; u_"\:L\/S efii QJ:J:)
Activity 6

» - - @

I‘;A:.J:'\ 1')1530 duie Lose ¥ Saa, ¥ IRV
Activity 7
1V 2X 3X 4X 5v 6V 7X 8V 9X 10V

¥ -5

Umuugsuuu_gudyw\_.b‘wul@u@lw“u
el Lol Bl ¢ ol ol ¢ ynngwdsuwws
ST a8 T Gty pii JST5 wslin Glass ol ippe US £ lua

ol 5ol M bl

B3 55SH 553 wolidall (5 5Suas i Ul 30U Caal

lasty 58I e clisey Jsdls ASall

o g5l ol ol 5l 531 ol i M asel laaall 3

glaal

UNIT 17

Activity 1
Form II; Form IV; Form 1II; Form II; Form IiI; Form IV; Form II; Form III; Form Ii

r—-————-———————i
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Activity 2

a¥Y bV og¥fF de eV HE

Activity 3

eyl s yaall o aal € S Llguall &, en Ja )

& Gyl Bl 0 S50l L s g el ¥

) ekl LR NPRIRU S P VR

Activity 4

JS o e-\-‘-\-' o) giuce Apy sall e—‘*—u o dslas Sy oo s et
u‘"u“L““ JLET, s Al h_,\_«_\S_H‘,S.s.‘_s ul,J\,La_‘ Sy e
REVERT O DRI P TS B PR veL T JUP I abo e
clhen Jo e ;*.33-&9 sl 350 e Gusaall 35 St Sl
e 3 Baad (gl

learn afas, /alas meet up oL, /LS practise woais /o)
remember js_c.f/js_\: progress ?:Cq:.__s/‘a:ﬁ: exchange Joliiy /oS
Activity 5
ol g luon 1 als8 & gadl alazs o Jslad )
eliall 3500 e 1t 0 Al LK S S Y
RRTEU N UVPEI Fe B PRCTPT o U WERU BUPLRI I S G VR NP ¢

Activity 6

Form Present/future Past Meaning
vill yaqtarib s 3%, iqtaraba 13l to approach

X yastamtig aiaiun istamtag a aiaiwl to enjoy

vII yangalib i35, ingalaba 133 to be overturned
v yastamig s ot istamag a aaiwl to listen
X yastahsin (unSan  istahsana Guuali to admire
v yabtakir ;<G ibtakara ,<5,! fo create
X yastakhdim asaS.,  istakhdama paaial to use



Activity 7
Lty e a8l € 9eliie 8 e i W1 A st Ja )
.ﬁdulg,;)us‘yl M gl 0 LagaiSe b e YIS () gotiiian Y

Salidlls alatatil Ja Nl iyl g Ll e Gt o usl Y
UNIT 18
Activity 1
oAl b Al A S Y 6 PR PSR PR ERVR
Jeadll 3 5Y5Y) Gulay Y 0 Fyualt M
Aaall LAl G s, Y abin cgay sand Jusy, ¥ Y
Agaall ki b oKed YN Ll aiasivy
Activity 2
alalhull Heaau Yo z_‘ufmwﬂ;yv NV QUCA LR
AL atatn Y A5l 3l Y Y
Activity 3

A /Ul t ASY aa3feiad Y gl fh iy
oS flonaion N ausiin fs 301 0

Activity 4

1X 2¢ 3¢V 4X 5¢v 6X 7X

Activity 5
o) el Cipall il ¥ IS 85U i o
‘\J.:;JUJ\S uJAJJdeAJ@USJAJ\-}Uﬂ‘.&HJbJJLH'JA'
y.u,n u\,;llah,u_dlg\l I‘,J LA\AQ‘)A_Q‘)AA"AJ
<<-a3—.‘-“d*ege\+>g‘%sf °JJ-“=L;°L5JI

UNIT 19

Activity 1
BalisV oyl 0 polaet LSl Y Jalas ¥ ullass
olas A eV
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Answers to activities 149

Activity 2

el G oAl Dald g wdaall 55005 Ay )
Lol po calll Lo Sad o el W oladl oy 3 Y
iSall M sogadl Linde an ood Al LGS a )l ¥

Activity 3

‘My life is a struggle. My husband is a journalist in the Ministry of
Information and his mission in life is the fight against hypocrisy and
corruption.

Our one disagreement is that he doesn’t find the time to help me in
preparing the food, or teaching anything to the children, or in mending
this or cleaning that. Just as remembering occasions, talking to the family
and sending flowers are all only my responsibility.’

oo Sl (5 amlluys 2 MV 5,005 (3 rae (205 T BS Shso
sbodlly S sk S

((.(;5..\:-\, t-i' g?_a:\.l‘}.uu_o L@.‘SJJ.AJMWJ—N&SJ bewY‘ MJLA_@J

Activity 4
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Activity 5§

It’s the World Cup tomorrow. Mimo’s coach thinks he’s wayward and his
behaviour irresponsible, but his friend thinks it’s the coach’s fault.
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