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24- Ruling on throwing leftover food in the garbage and spreading newspapers to eat on

Q 1: Is it permissible to spread newspapers and put food on them. If it is not allowed,
what should we do after reading them? -~

Q 2: As for leftover food, some people put it in boxes, etc., and then put it out on the
street for animals to eat; however, trash collectors put it in garbage cans with other
trash. The question is: Is it permissible to throw out the food with other trash?

A 1: It is not allowed to spread the newspapers and eat on them or wrap things in them or
humiliating them by any means if they contain some Ayahs (Qur'anic verse) or any mention of Allah
(Exalted be He). If the case is as mentioned, then it is obligatory to keep them in a proper place, burn
them, or bury them in clean earth.

(Part No. 23; Page No. 41)

A 2: If there are poor people who are in need of this food, then one must give it to them; otherwise,
it should be put in a place far away from abuse so that animals can eat it. If this is not possible, then
it should be kept in boxes or plastic bags or other containers and the municipalities should obligate
the trash collectors to put it in clean places so that animals will eat it or some people will take it for
their animals. This is done in order to keep the food away from being abused and wasted.

Source: Fatwas of Ibn Baz
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