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85- Pessimism about Safar is a characteristic of Jahiliyyah

Q: It is known that many people are pessimistic about the month of Safar regarding
many affairs. Such people, for example, do not conclude marriage contracts during Safar.
Moreover, many people believe that it is not permissible to break a stick, knot ropes, or
entwine fingers when concluding a marriage contract for this leads to failure of the
concerned marriage and disharmony between the spouses.

Since all the foregoing are beliefs bearing on "Agidah (creed), could you please advise
and clarify the ruling on it? May Allah guide us all to all that He loves and is pleased with.

~“ A: Pessimism about Safar is not permissible. It is a characteristic of Jahiliyyah ( pre-Islamic time
of ignorance).

(Part No. 28; Page No. 357)

Safar - just like all other months - does not bring good or evil, as good is only from Allah (Glorified be
He) and evil is predestined by Him. Moreover, it is authentically re ported that the Prophet (peace be
upon him) annulled the concept of pessimism when he said: (There is no "Adwa (contagion, disease

transmission naturally by itself not by the Decree of Allah), nor is there any Tiyarah (evil omen), nor
is there any Hamah (pre-Islamic superstitious belief that the bones of a dead person turn into an
owl), nor is there Safar (the month of Safar was believed to bring bad luck during Jahiliyyah).)

(Agreed upon by Imams Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The same applies to pessimism about entwining fingers, breaking a stick, etc., when concluding a
marriage contract. Such beliefs are false, baseless, and thus they should not be adopted by a
Muslim. May Allah grant us all success!

Source: Fatwas of Ibn Baz
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