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Q. 75. What is Al-ICahanah? And what is the ruling on 
going to a Iahitt? 

A. AI-ICrrlrnnul? is dcrjved from .4i-Trlknhl1ul~. which rncnns to 
fabricate - lies, or to seaxch for lhc truth in wclys which arc 
ivithoi~t a n y  basis. During ~ h c  .!nhil!jyai.r, i t  was thc work of 
people who used to be contacted by the devils who would 
eavesdrop on ~ ~ 1 1 a t  w a s  said in the heavcns and  inform the 
penple of il. Thcn thc people would take the words that wcre 
convcyrd to them h l  thaw devils, and add things lo jt, ~ h c n  
they would tell the people. So if anything {hey had said 
occurred. ~ h c  p~r-rplc rvould bc deccjved by thcnl and rzfcr to 
thcnl for judgements in matters between the~n, and they would 
beck Lnowledgc of what the f u ~ u r e  hcld from rhem, which is 
why we say that a I<ukrirr (5rc.r) i+  onc who informs about the 
unsecn knondedlrc nf the future. 

As for those who go to a Kahill, zhcy arc divided into three 
~atesur ie j :  

fi.)That he eoc-s to the mkri/r and hc asks him, but hc docs not '". ,t*v: "~8 
, w  <- - - 
.. bclievc him. This is unlawful, and thc punishrnc.11~ for. onc who - - 

docs so is that his praycr is not accrptctj for l'orty cdays, as 
conf irrneci by a Rudilll in S~zhih Afuslin~ in which I hc PI ophe t :g, 

"Whoever W P H I  to a s t ~ r  and a s k d  him snmeilling, his prayer will 4 
n~lt bu acicpled jil;lr fm (y da~a.  rlr.kri-v n ~ h i x .  "I I 

I 

: 2 .  That he gous to the Kahin to  aslc hiin abuut somcthing, and he 
! belic\c.s what hc 1eHs him. T l ~ i s  is an aCl nf r i i ~ h r l i ~ f  in AIIdh, ~ h c  
I Almighty, the All-Powerful, because hu has believed in his clairn 

to know thc unseen, 2nd t~eliuvir~g ;l h u i : ~ a n b c i n ~  who clilirns to - 
I ' Rcpnrled by Muslim i n  rht. Book SaIul~~ions ,  in tIlc (Ihdprcr on thc 

Unl~wfulness 01' Al-Kflhanul~ and Visiting the 1Cghin ( 2 2 3 0 ) .  
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"May you be in Igrnonriy! f i ~ t  carlrldt c,~ct*ed your limiis. "I ' 
So, these are the three po<sible uircumstanccs of' a person who 
visits a Ihkrin: 

1. That he comes and dsks him wizhout belie\.inn him, and 
L-  

without intending to m a k c h i s c a s e s  - ffc,rbiddc!~. 
- 

The punishment of the one who does it is thathis praycl- is ]lot 
acccpted thr forty nights. 

2. Thd t 11c asks hirn and he believus him and this is disbelicsi in I 
4 / 

AIlSh, Ihr Alinighty c he Ail-Powerful, and it is incurr~bent upon 
a perstln whu docs so to repent and return to Allill, the Alrnighly, 
the All-Pvwcrful. I f  he does not, he dies as a disbeliever. 

3. That hc grief th him and asks hirn in order lo  ~ c s t  him and to 
makc his case clear to the pcol3le and there is nc) objcction to 
this. - 
Q. 76. What is the ruling on worship i f  it is combined 1 - - 
with l?iya?12] 

A. Ttlc ruling on worship which is combined with R i y ~ '  is r h a t  
i t  is said: The combination of Riya' (with worship) is in thrcc 
forms: 

1. Thac the primary rnotivc behirld the worship is to bc seen 13y -1 
the people, such as one who prdys to bc sccn by the people, i l l  

1 

order to be praiscrl hy rhcn~ lor his praycrs and this invalidates 
the act of worship. 4 

I ' I  Rcportcd by Al-Rukhari in rhc Book i ~ i  Funeral\, in thc Chaptcr: Lf a 
Young Boy Embract.5 Idam and Thcn Dics, Shrluld H e  bc t'raycd Over 
( L 354)  and by Mu5lim in  he Book nf Trials, in I hi. Char~lcr:  hlcntion 
of Ibn Sayyad (2q24). 

[ 2 1  Rip': To ~lcrform a righleous deed with thu inlrri~ion 01 bcing w e l l  

aitd prai5c.d IJ! the people. 


