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I t  is a separate seclusion, as one may say: "Evevone came 
except fur a donkey." There arc surlle gcoptc of knowledge 
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The Permanent Committee 

Asking the Soothsayers and Sorcerers is Unlawful 

My father was rnentaNy ill, and the period of h i s  
sickness lengthened, which included goirtg hack and 

forth fnlm the hospitaI. Some of my relatives told me to go 
to a woman who h e w  a cure for i ~ ~ e n t a l  illnesses. They also 
said: "Give your name ur~ly, and she will tell you what his 
sickness is and what the appropriate medicine is." 1s it 
lawful for us to go tc~ tlus nfclrnan? 

This woman and her like, are unlawful to go to, ask, and 
believe in, because shc is oF the snot'hsayers, and 

sorrerrrs, who dainl the knowledge of the unseen, and use the 
Jinn to help them in the cures and their claims. I t  i s  
authrnticallf rcp,rtcd that the Prophet sjri said: 

* -  I :'P , ' a * * >  - j,< , , ,: 
nrrulff?% 
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((We who visits a forhrnetelier and cunsults him, --_ no pr~zyer of 

his would bc acc&for jbrty days. )i"l - 
It is also at~thentirnlly reported that the Prophet sajd: 

[I1 Sad 38 :73-74. 
Muslim nn. 9.%30. Alunad 4 :68 and 5 :380. - 



aHe who visits a fortuneteller or a seer and believes him, has 
certainly denied uihilr w i ~ e a l e r l  0 Muhmnmad (& .fi['l 

The traditions in this meaning are manv. Your duty is to warn 
those people who go to them, and nht to ask them nor to 
believe in what they say, and to report them to the authorities, 
so that they can be punished with what they deserve. For if 
you do not report then1 to the authorities, much destnrction 
shall be made, and some weak people rnay fall to them, by 
asking and believirig them. 

- The Prophet & said: c 2 s$ ;j L$ 
J? , , -. , a $ , , I cr"' , xi- +, ,. , , 

-, %> :9 1 ulJ anyone of you sees something evil, he should change it by 
i ~ i s h ~ n d ; i f k ~ i s n o t 3 k t o h s o , f h e n w i f l 1 h i s t o n g u e ; m 1 d  ' ?ifheof able to do this, then rarlith his hmrcandis  is the k\ 

Indeed reporting them to the authorities is of the means to 
stop an evil by your hand, and is wcaking together on good 
deeds. 

Ibn Baz 

The Ruling on Swearing by the Prophet & 

*\B It is the habit of some people to swear hy the Prophet 
& o r  other created he i~~gs  and it has become 

commonplace and they do not thGk anything of i t. What is 
the ruling in this regard? 

7['1 ALw 1)atwd no. 3904, At-l'irlnirhi no. 135,  1bn Mqah no. 630 and 
Ahmad 2 :40Y. 47h. - ,  

$'I Muslim n u  49, At-Tirlai~hi n o  21 72,  Ahmad 1 4 9 ,  52-54 nod  An- 
Nasa'i nu. 50 I I . 


