
The Ruling on Selling Amulets and TaIismans 

All praise be to All& and may peace and blessings br upon His 
Messenger and upon all his family and Companions. As for 
what follows: 

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Resrarch and Legal 
Rulings read the following questinn from His Excellency, the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of the Interior, to His 
Eminence, the Director, the text of which is as follows: 

2 ,,. "The aforementioned presents to the Govenlrnent of 
the District of Riyadh s n  application for penuission to 

sell amulets and talismans in the marlet. as the Board of 
. - > -  

Ordering Good and Forbidding EviI has request;- 
obtain a prrn~it from your ~xcellency, once the at>vlicat~t 

I I 

has satisfied the rules and conditions' laid down to nrotect 
L 

uitjze~is from exploitation. I request by this communication 
of ours that you will look into this matter and determine 
whether it is possible to grant permission for those who 
fulfill the conditions laid down in this matter. 

With salutations to Your Excellency." 

The Committee replied as follows: 

A verdict has already been given prohibiting the writing 
of the Qur'an, or Proketic s a y s s  or the like on - .. 

thinks as paper or dishes and then covering them with water " 
which is then drunk by a sick person, hopingto be cured of his 
illrress. This p r a c t i c e m o  what we know - has not 
been confirmed from the ~rochet  &, nor horn the Well-. 
Guided Caliphs, nor from the Companions, may Allah he 
pleased with them. And all goodness comes from fullowing his 
guidance &, the guidance of his Caliphs what the rest of his 
Companions follo\ved, may Allah be pleased with them. 

What follows is the text of that  verdict: 

The Book of creed 93 
- _- - .- .- -- 

The Prophet & permitted incantations -- From the Qur'an, from 
words of re tnembrmce (of AllAh) and from supplications, so 
lung as they did not contain Shirk -- or words whose meanings 
are not understood. T~%'-~o~I what was narrated by 
Muslin1 in his Sahih, on the authority of 'Awf bin Malik, who 
said: We used to make incantations jn the pre-Islamic 
i~morance and so we said: "0 Messenger of Allih! What do 
;u think of this?" He said: 
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 show me your incan&tions; there is no objection to thosf 
incantations which do not contain shirk. )['I 

The scholars are in agreement that incantations axermjssiblr. -- . - 

so long as are in keeping -. with the above .. _ mentioned 
criteria and so long as it is believed that they are-a,-c_aKse tha t  

\I 

pro\ldes the Decree of A1lShL the  
Most H i ~ h .  As for hanging something around the neck or u - - - 

*attaching it to any part of the body, if it i s  not --- fmm the 
Qur'an, then it is forbidden; indeed, it is Shirk, as it is narrated 
bv Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, on the authGty of ' lrnran bin 

/ 

Husain, may Allah be pleased with him, that: The Prophet & 
sawT a man who had a brass ring on his arm. He asked hirn: 

akl%at is this? n 

The tnw answered: "I am wearing it for cephalic weakness." 
He replied: 

~Remdire it, Jor it will not increase you in anything except 
uledkness, nrtd you should die while you are wearing- if, you 

l1 I Muslin, no. 2200 and Abu Dawud no. 3886. 



And Imam Ahmad alst) narrated on che authority of 'Uqbali 
bin ' A n ~ r ,  i iuy Allah be pleased with him. from the Prophet & 
that he said: 

I !  

W o e v e r  wore an amulet, A1fSh will no! pmfecf him and 
udomer wort senslwlls us a tdisnran, A(l& will not ktvp him 
safe. a['] 

It  i s  also narrated hy Imam Ahmad: 

([He who wears an a m u l ~ f  commits Shirk. I)['-! 
I t  i s  reported by imam4 Ahmad and Ahu i h w d  on the 
authority of 1bn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, that 

said: I he~rd  Allah's Messenger g. sal~ing: 
. . 

.u Verily, incnntalions, mnukts md Tiir~alnh (9peIIs) rre d l  
f u m s  of Shirk.uLgl 

If what is \vurr[ cuntainq Qur'anlc Verses, the correct view is -- --- - . Jha tGira l soGtZ fur three reasons: - - - -  ------- 

I .  Based upon the general understanding of the Hadiths of the 
I'rophct & which forbid wearing amulet,, aud  there is no 

--- evidrncr for- any rsceprions from this. 

2. I'revmtion ----- of hsnn, -- for i t  d l  icsd to the wearing amulrts 
trm do nat contain Qir'anic V ~ E .  

'I I bn Majih no. 35.3 L and Ahmad 4 :443 * 
Allmad 1 : 154 and Ai~u Ya6b no 11 5 9  See AV~j,nuiz-Z~w'~ri  1 : 103 

1 3 '  AhrnaiI 4:154 and A - H a k ~ m  4.11 7 

I'" A h m d  1 -18 1 . Nnl Dnwd no 3883 and Ihn hlajah n o  3510. 
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3. Thst those things which are o worn mill be subiected to 
dishonor when a person answers the call of nature while 

Owcaring it, or cleans his priicatc parts, or p~rforms scxlial 
intercourse and sn on. 

As for the practice of writing! Surnhs or Verses from the Qur'an 
on tablets, d i s h ~ s  o r  sheets of paper and then washing them in --- 
wGer or saffron or other things and then drinki~~g the wash - 
water, in the hope of re r~ iv inp  hlrssings. or an increase in 
knee or an expansion of w e e g w d  health, or 
.n"tajit - or t h a e ,  it has not been confirmed from the Prnphrt 
#& t at hedid such things for hi&€ or for othns, nor that he 
prr~~ii~lul i l  for any of his Companions, m3y ALllh br pleased 
with them, nor that he allowed i t  for his pcople, although the 
reasons that niigltt warjnnt that cxistcd. .Nor-has it been 

recorded in a w  authentic narration - to our knowlcdg - from - -...--._-- -- -- C-A 

any of the Companions, may AllW be pleased m-inh thcn~,  that 
t h y  did i t  or permitted otgcrs to  do it: Based upon this, it i s  ---- - - 

3iGG-t; - : - 1 6 i i - G s i L ~ a c t i c c s  and to do without them, iur  --- - - - - - -- .-- 

favor of t h o ~  incantations from the Qur'an and the beautiful -- - 

Names of Alliih which have been cndorsed by thc ~han ' ; i im 
and those remembrances of AllGI) and Prophetic supplications 
and the like, which have been authentically reported and 
whosc meilnh~gs are understood and which are free from Shirk. 

In this way one mixht draw nearer to Alldh, the Most High 
thtough the practice of wh~rt is lrgal, in the hope of atninhlg 
rc\~arcl and that Hl5h might rclieve him vt' his surrolV, remove 
his afflictions and bless him with useful knowledge. This is 
suHlcicnt, and whuevcr suffices hinrdf uith what Allah has 
made lepl for him, Alhh nil1 cause him to he needless of other 

, than that. And 1Ulih is the Granter of success. 

Based upon thih, this man shollld not be given s license to sell 
jnca~~tations w t alis~nans; rather, he shnllld be prevented O-oni 

' s d l i ~ ~ g  them. And m y  peace ~ n d  hlcssi~~gs be upon our 
_ - - -  
LA' Slruri'rrk : Isl;imic law 


