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would never be successful. l l '  ' 
In another version narrated by Ahmad, the Prophet @ said: 

' m[s5$iL';;I udy .., 

([He who wears an amulet commits shirk. N~~~ 
It i s  also narrated by Ahrnad and others that Ibn Mas'ud, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: I heard the Messenger of Allih 
saying: 

M Verily, icantations amulets and ~ i w a l a h ~ ~ ~  are shirk. nL4I 

If the worn amulet contains Qur'anic words, then i t  is, 
prohibited according to the preponderant opinion for three 

d 
--..- 

reasons: -- 
1. The general prohibition of wearing any lund of amulets 
according to the prophetic traditions with nb exception. 

2 .  Leaving no excuse for wearing amulets that contain other 
than ~ u r ' i n i c  formulas. - 
3. Amdets that are worn are usually subject to disrespect by- 
taking them into washrooms, or hearing them du;ing an 
intercourse or the like. 

As for writing a Surah or a Verse on a slate or on a sheet, and - 
washing the writing with water and saffron, to drink that 
water, fur the hope ot gaining blessings, l&owledge, wealth, -. 
good health-or the Lke, we have never heard that such was 
done by the Pmphet &, fot- himself or for someone else. He 
neither-prrrnitted any of his Companions to do so, nor did he 

-- - 

[I1 Ihn Majah no. 353 1 and Ahmad 4 :445. 

Ahrnad 4 : 154, Abu Ya'Ia no. 1 759 atld Al-Hakim 4 :4 1 7 .  

13] Tiwdkh,  a spell which is uscd to make tnan lovc his wife, or thc other 
way round. 

14] Ahu Uawvud no. 3883, Ahtnad 1 :381 and Al-1 lakirn 4 418.  
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give the permission to his Ummakr to do so, even though the 
needs for doing so are existent. 

Based on the above, it is better -- to avoid ----- d o 3  so, and be 
content with what is authentically approved .. of incantations of 
Qur'anic recitation, the beautiful Names of Allah, he 
authentic supplications, or the like, whose meaning are clear 
and they are free from the blemishes of Shirk. 

--L 

One should seek nearness to Alhh by doing only the 
permissible things for the hopc of gaining reward, relief, and 
gaining beneficial laowledge. This should be sufficient, and he 
who is content with what Allrth has legitimized, Nlah renders 
him free from the need of someone else. It is only Allih Who 
grants success. 

The Permanent Committee 

Offerings to Other than Allah is Major Shirk 

, Seelcing nearness to Allah by slaughterix sheep by the 4 ra 
_-- . people is customary -- among my people. 

I obT-ecarne more adamant. ~-said: 
 h hi$ is Shirk." They said; "We do worship All ah in the best 
manner! What is wrone with visiting AIIdh's ~wlijla',L'j and - 
say in our supplication, '0 AIliih, w i a s k  You by ;he right of -. 

the pious slave of YOU;<, so-and-so. Cure us, or relieve -- us 
from srlch and such misfortune." I said to them: "There is - - - - . - -. - . - -  - 

room for intermediaries in our religion." They said: 
"Leave us alone," My question is: What do you think is the 
best remedy for those people? What can I do to them? And - 
how d o  I combat this innovatjon? 

It is known, from the proofs of t.he Qur'an and Sunnah 
to other than 
other creatures, 



Fatau~a Islarniyah 

is Shirk and practices of pre-lslamic era and the pagans. Allsh, 
m a l t e d ,  says: 

942q ~ $ m  5.. - w 0  , ,d, 

W -, yJ ;Y 4I.z; d&, g; 4% 2; 9) 
i;?; yj a<,, + , 

. , Jm~!9~J44 
fSay, 'My Salah, and o f ~ i n g ,  and my fife, and ~ t y  death 
are all for All&, the Lord of the worlds. H e  has no partner. 
And so am I commanded, and I am the first of the 
~ u s l i m s  .)['I 

Allah, GLorir~us is He, clalifies in this Verse that sacrificing to 
othcr than Alhh is  S h i l l ,  just as performing the prayer to other 
than Him. Ailah, the Eualted, says: 

, * 0' r n 2 a a  4, ,,;. sc; + j  + ssi* 
4Wc lrrtzje given ou Al-Kdwthar. So, pray to your Lord and 
offtr sucrIfice. + PY 

In this Surah AllAh, Glorious is He, instructed his Prophet & 
to pray to His Lord, and sacrifice to Him, contrary to the 
people of Shirk, who pray and slaughter to other than All&. 
All*, the Exalted says: 

*dJ$-, +./ ,>, ,,, 4:i1 -+ gj , b- YI d2 +,$ 

4And your Lord has decreed that you s l l o ~ ~ l d  worship n o ~ w  
other f h n  ~ l l i h ,  +I3] 

He also says: 

4 : ~  $1 'j 51 i , ~ ,  i$ G+ 
*And they are commanded orrly fo worship All&, being 
sincere to Him. )[41 

There are many Verses that convey this meaning. 

adjuration by the right or the honor of any human. 

Hence, it is not permissible for the Muslims to innovate a type c ~ \  

m 
of Tawassul (adjurntjon) which Allah, the Exalted, does not - 

* * h  

And the Prophet said: 

#I+ i~1h-1 initiafes something in his matter of iwr5  that is no/ 
fiortt it, shall have it rejected , ~ ~ ' 1  



His statement 'shall have it rejected', means that it shall not be 
accepted by Allah from the  one who introduces it. 

It is incumbent upon the Muslims to restrict themselves only 
to what Allah has legitimized, and to beware of what people 
innovate. 

As for the legtimate T a d  it is adjuring Allah by His 
Names and Attributes. I t  can be effective by upholding the 
beliefs in His Oneness, dojng good deeds, charitable dona tjons 
and by believing in All& and His Messengers. It is Allfih who 
grants success. 

lbn Baz 

k'Q Legitimate and IIlegitimate Amulets 
'\ % "" Q - 'Abdulah bin Mas'ud, may Alldh be pleased with him, 

said: I heard the Messenger of Allah & say: 

u;; 59,; +,j 331 L I U  
$ 

~ V t ~ r i l y ,  incantations, amulets and Tiulalah irre shirk.n[ll 
Jabir, may A l l h  be pleased with him, said: "I had an uncle 
who usid to trrai  people with incantations for the 
scol-pion's sting. When the Prophet forbade incantations, 
he cnmr to him and asked him: "0 Messenger of Allih, You 
have forbidden incantations, a11d 1 treat those who are stung 
by scorpjol-rs with incantations. He & said: 

w A 
I+;$ ,,@ ;k\ ,& , j\ * '  Pi" j.u 
e =a 
-4- { [Hr  who can help his brother, let hinl do S L I . ~ ~ ~ ]  

How do n!e compromise between the Hadith which forbids, 
A and that which permits? And what i s  the ruling on wearing 
Cn s . - 

Ahu Dawud no. 3883, h r n a d  1 :38 1 and Al-t lnkirn 4 :418 

[21 Muslim nu. 2 199. 

a n  amulet containing Qur'anic words on the chest of the 
affected person? 

The forhidden formulas for incantations are those .- 

ing other than Allih, or 
ncantations that are free from such 

ma: 
' u n ~  The P14aphet said: w' \-' 3 " ~ '  

uThere is no harm i)t incantations ws long as they do not 
include Shirk.n['] mukf l  /1 4-+.9 

AY + he & said: 

f i  ko-h% 
((He who ran help his brother, ic t  {rim do so.uL2l 

-- 

AM~ 
((No incantation for other than t k  elrvious y e  or u ~ ~ ~ o m u . ;  

This means the most affective and beneficialincantatin~,is 
T l i 5 ~ x h W U S i i n  these two cases. The Pl-nphet & was 

w t e d  with incantation, and __ 11; treated others wiLh it. 

g amulets by children and patients, i t  i s  not 
permissible. Such are called 'trinkets.' But the most valid 
opinion i s  tkat they are a form of Shirk, and unlawful, because 

. the Prophet & said: 

(p, @; 6 2;; $;; Ls 3,  +<! $ f&$3N 

F' .. , 

' I Muslim nn.  2200. 

l2I  Muslim no. 2199. 

' ' I '  Al-B~tkhari no. 5705 and Muslim no. 220. 





FA 
A sacrificial animal-killed by such a person is unlawful to  eat. 
But he who believes that they are only a means of iealing, and 
that Allah is the One Who extends benefit and causes h a m ,  
and that He makes such thing beneficial, then such a person is 
a Mushrik who commits lesser -.--- Shirk. For in reality these 
amulets are neither legal nor normal causing means of healing, 
but are only imagined to do so. 

Some scholars have excluded amulets that contain Qur'anic 
Verses, and permitted them. They restricted the Hadiths in 
which the Prophet @ forbade using amulets containing other 
than the Qur'an. But the right verdict is the Prophetic which is 
opposed by no other tradition that exempt o&nd of amulet 

'or another. Allowing amulets also leads to disrespecting &e 
Qur 'an. 

A sacrificial animal which is killed by a person who wears an 
amulet containine Our'an is lawful. That is because he onlv " - 

'believes that the Qur'an is effectual, and this does not cast him 
out of the folds of Islam. Moreover. the Our'an is the Speech - 
of Allah, the Exalted, and His speech is one of His ~ttr ibi tes .  

,-h -- r The Permanent Committee 

' 1 '  Ruling on wearing Amulets 

Does wearing an amulet with the Qur'an or other than 
that make a person a disbeliever? 

a Amulets that people wear fall into t-wo categories: 

1 .  Those that contain Qur'an 

2. Those that contain other than the Qur'an 

As for the first tvwe. it i s  not vermjssible to wear them. This is 
J I  ' I 

the view of Ibn ~ a ? u d  and Ibn 'Abbas. and it anvears to be * 1 1  

the view of Huthayfah, 'Uqbah bin 'Amr and Ibn 'U-. It is 
also the view of in,  among them are the 
companions of Ibn Mas'ud, I t  is a reported view of= 

The Book of Creed. 45 - -- 

that is chosen by most of his followers, and the latter 
generations of them are firm on it. This view is based upon 
what is narrated by Imam Ahmad Abu Dawud and others that 
Ibn Mas'ud said that he heard All2h's Messenger & saying: 

N;> $9,; pJ\j & \  L i H  f 

6 
i? 

(( Verily, incantations amulets and Tiwalah are Shirk. uill 

Shaykh 'Abdur-Rahman bin Hasan Aal Ash-Shaykh, may All3h 
have mercy upon him, said: "I say that this i s  correct due to 
three points that indicate it: 

1. The generality of the proof without any restricting texts. 
-C__- 

2. Closing dff the means that would lead to wearing the things 
that :, . : not the same. 

3. While wearing such things, there is no doubt that one HI1 
carry it when using the bathroom, cleaning the private parts, 
etc." 

The second view is that these are allowed. This is the view of 
'Abdullah bin 'Arnr bin Al-'As, and i t  is apparent from what is 
reported from 'A'ishah, may All* be pleased with her. It is 
also the view o=7aLfar Al-Baqir and Ahmad according to 
one narration from him. As for the Hadith: 

~Verily, incantations, amulets and Tiwalah (spells) are 
shirk. H 

They consider it to refer only to the types that contain Shirk. 
The Permanent Committee 

... - -- ' ' I Abu Ilawud nu.  3883, Ahmad no. 1 :381 and Ibn Majah no. 3530. 
''I Abu thwud no. 3883, Ahmad no. 1 :381 and Ibn Majah no.  3530. 



Seeking Treatment from Witchcraft 

* ,,. There are some people who claim that they apply 0 spiritual healing to patients. When I visited one of 
them,- he said to me: "w& your name, and your mother's 
name, and come tomorrow." When I came to him the next 

a day, he said: "You are suffering from such and such 
C? sickness, and your cure is such and such." One of them 
\ 

rJ claimed that he used the Words of AIlgh for healing. What  

p do you think of those people? And what is the ruling on 
consuIting them? 

A, -' 
,It is obvious that he who applies this for healing deals 
with Jinn, and claims the k n o w l e d w i s  - 

not i~&issible to seek healing horn nor to consult him. The 
Prophet & condemned this sort of people saying: - 

uHe who visifs a forhneteller land consults him, no prayer of 
his would be acceptedfor fmty days .R['] 

'+It is authentically reported in Inany Hudiths that the Prophet F 
' forbade visiting, consulting or believing soothsayers, M 

'rr Q Cfirtunetrllers or sorcerers. He & also said: 
Q % 

E denied what was revealed to Muhammad (g). N ~ " I  + x i  
6; r$;f Whower la s claims to the knowledge of the unseen through 

geomancy,lJ or through asking a patient what is his name, or 

[I1 Muslim no. 2230 and Ahmad 4 :68, 5 :380. 
12] Abu nawud nu .  3904, At-Tirrnithj no. 1 35, Ibn Majah no. 639 and 

Ahmad 2 :408,476. 
r31 Geomancy, divination by means of a figure made by a handfuI of earth 

thrown down at random, or by figures of lines formed by a number of 
dots made a t  random. (The Random House Dictionary) 
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his mother's name is, or the names of his relatives, is a 
soothsayer, or a sorcerer, whom the Prophet @. forbade 
consulting and believing. 

Ibn Baz 

Obscure AmuIets 

My respected Shaylsh, 1 found a written piece of paper 
on the road, and wanted to remove it, so that people 

I would not trample on  it. I looked at it to know whether it 
contained Qur'an, so I cbuld take it, I found the following 
text in it. Please explain it to me its meaning, and is it 
permissible or not? It reads: 

P 

1 (These words should be engraved on a gold ring, and 
i smoked with incense, and amber, and worn in a state of 
I perfect purity. Continue mentioning AIl&'s Name after 

every Salah 1130 times for a week after Fajr prayer on first 
1 ~rida~ 'of  the month, and end it on Thursday, after Isha' 
I prayer. Thereafter mention the two names after every 

obligatory prayer as many times as possible. This ritual has 
i; amazing secrets. It is an invaluable practice whose secrets 
: you should never reveal to your own son nor anyone else, so 

that they may not be used improperly for harming the 
worshippers of Allah.) 

5 
C 5 B Whatever is mentioned in the question is unlawful and 
t 
s= -, should not be used in an amulet, nor is it lawful to  follow 

the iAstructions mentioned in that paper, for i t  contains 
: obscure engravings. It may contain polytheistic formulas, and 

because it contains illegitimate formula for remembrance for a 
designated period of time which is not endorsed by the Islamic 
law. It also mentions two unknown names. All of this is 
unlawful, and he who happens to wear such a thing should rid 
himself of it, and erase the engravings on the ring which 
should not be smoked with incense. He should repent to Allih 



from this thing. We ask d l i h  to grant us safety and sound 
state of affairs, and may He exalt tllz mention of our Prophet 
Muhammad, his household, a i ~ d  his CO tnp~;ll~io;ll~s. 

The Permanent Committee 

Seelung Treatment from Witchcraft 
and Ignorant People is not allowed 

When a persorl suffers epilepsy, he goes to some Arab 
healers, who communicate with Jinn, and make weird 

movements. 'They gjve a patient amulets for a period of 
time, and say he is possessed, enchanted, or the Iilce. Such 
hrders treat the patient, and heal him, but they receive 
money in return. What is the ruling on such practices? And 
what is the ruling on seeking remedy by amulets containing 
Qur'anic Verses, then soaked in water for drinking? 

There is no harm in treating an epileptic. or possessed 
-. 

7 .  person with Q u r  auc Verses and legitimate medical 
remedies, if the person who treats those ~atients  is known to 

q uphold a sound creed, and a cnmmitted believer. As for 
M seekinp heln from those who claim the kr~owled~e of the 
\ U L 0 

+ unseen,or who c_omrnunicate n i t h  J i m ,  lir ttle urnlatans who 
-C--- 

are ignorant and are unknown. and whose met hod of healing is 
A - obscure, i t  is not permissible to cnnsult them! nor to seek 
! \ -  -1 
M +remedy from them, because the Prophet & said: 
\ - 

$ We who visits a fortunefeller and consults him, no prayer of 
his would be accepted for for9 days. 

2 5 r , 6 He also said: 

[ ' I  h l r ~ d i m  no.  2230 and A l ~ n ~ a ~ i  4:68, 5 :380. 
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aHe u~lw visits a forfurleteller or a seer and believes him, has 
certainly denied what was revmled to Muhammad (& .,I1 

The other relevant Hadith signifies the prohibition of 
consulting soothsayers and diviners and believing them. 

It is those who claim the knowledge of the unseen, aud seek 
the help from Jinn, or whose behavior is indicative of this fact. 1 
Et is those people whom the Prophet & described their work as -.- ------ 
the work of Satan, saying: 

* - 

- 
The scholars explained that the Nushrah is an incantation or 
"amulet used in pre-Islamic ig11oranc6 to deactivate w i c .  
kvery remedy that is sought from diviners, soothsayers, or 

- -% 
hoaxes falls under Nushrah. 

Hence, it should be known that remedies for all ailments and 
epileptic fits. nr the like, are ordy permissible when they are , - 
legaliy pursued thnjugh penaissible means, such as reciting 
Qur'anic Verses and supplications on the and blow in^ - - 

, -, 
v ~ e  mouthzn him3'he Prophet @ said: 

((7here is no harm in seeking protectiun by such means, as 
long as t h q  do not involve shirk. n / 

He also said: 

Abu D m d  no. 3904, At-Tirmithi nos. 135, 639, Ahmad 2 : 4 M  and 29% 
476. 

1 2 '  Abu Dawld no. 3868 
I" '  Muc!irnno. 2200. 



uO worshippers of Alldt!, seek medical help, but newer use an 
unlawful thing for remedy. a[  'I 

As for writing Verses and legal supplication with saffron in 2 
clean late, or clean paper, then to he washecl for the patient -- - h e  washing, there i s  no harm in t h a t  Many of the 
Pious Predecessors did so, as scholar lbn Al-Qapim, may h l  

L- 

Allah pant him his mercy, asserted in his book %r'dul-Mu'ub 

u 
a good practicing ̂ Muslim. I t  is Allsh Whn grants success. 

Ibn Baz 

Seeking Remedy by the Qur'an 

* ,,= What i s  the ruling on seeking remedy by the Qur'an, 'Q supplications and amulets? 

It is permissible to seek remedy by thc Qur'an according 
to the following Hadith which is narrated by Abu Sa'id 

AI- Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: 

"A group of the Companions of the Prophet g went in a trip, 
and stopped by an Arab tribe whom they asked to 
accornrnid'ate thek. but the neonle of that tribe refused. It so . . . . .  . 

&ppened_that the chicf af ha; tribe was stung. His @$- 
tried their best to heal him b-unable to do so. They said 
to each other: 'Would that we seek help from those transients. 
They may have something.' They came to them, and said, '0 
tleoide, obr chief is stung,-and wk tried our best to heal him to - - 
no avail. Can you d; something about it.' One of the 
Companions said, 'Certainly, by ~ l k h  I use incantations. But 
vou refused ro acconhodate us when we aslccd vou. 1 will not 
J J 

recite anv incalltations for him unless vou nromise us a 
J J A 

reward.' They agrccd to give them a herd of sheep. The man 
went to the chief, and recitrd Surak Al-Fatihah while spitting 

__I- 

-. . 

''I Abu Dawud no. 387-1 
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on him. The chief recovered as though his ties were undone, 
and began walking as if nothing happened to him." Abu Sa'id 
said: "They gave the reward whidl thev promised them. Some 
of the Companions suggested that ihrv should divide the 
sheep. But the person doing the incantations said, 'Do not do 
that until we go to the Messenger of Allah #g and repart to 
him what had happened, and see what he will order us to do. 
When they came to the Messenger of Allih @. He asked the 
man doing the incantations: 

uHmu did you know that Surah Ai-Fahhah could be used for 
incantation? You did the right thin . Divide the sheep among 
yourselves, and give me a share. r 1  ' !? 

The Hadith signifies the legitimaq of seekin-g rerfiedy by the .- 
Qur'an. As for the m l e t s  that contain ~ur'anic  verses, it is 
7 

not perkissible according to m o p i n i o n  of scholars. And it is 
Allah who grants success. May He exalt the mention of our 
Prophet Muhammad, his household, and his Conlpat~ons. 

The Permanent Committee 

The Books Al-Hisn Al-Hasin, Hirz Al-Jawshan 
and the like 

'Regal-ding incantations and talismans, i f  they are from 
the Qur'an, what is the ruling on them? And what is 

the ruling if 1 were to carry with m e  the book AI-Hisn AI- -- 
Hmin or the book Hirz Al-J~wshan or As-Sabcl'ul-'Uqud As- 
Slflnvrnllwivnlr? And is it true, as these rooks claim, that they 
%are usefill in protecting against the evil eye and envy etc.? 

h 

- - - - - 
I I hl-Hukhari no.  2276 ,  Muslim no. 2201, Abu Dawud no. 3418 and At- 

Ti~mithi nos. 2063, 2064. 


