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All praise is due to Allah, whom we seek His help and forgiveness.  We seek 
refuge with Allah from whatever evil our hearts conceal and from the 
consequences of our evil deeds.  Whoever Allah grants guidance will never 
be led astray.  Whoever He leads astray will never find guidance. 
 

 

 

I attest that none is worthy of worship except Allah, who has no partners 
 

 

 

And I attest that Muhammad is the final slave and Messenger of Allaah 

 
The Tawheedology Book is a Tawheed made easy book which gives the Muslim 

bright knowledge in regards of his creed and his conviction, most of its 

information is brought to you from the book called “Attawheed Al-Muyassar” 

narrated by Sheikh Abdallah bin Ahmad Al-Huwail, and presented by Sheikh 

Abdallah Al-Jabrain & Sheikh Khalid Al-Muslih.  

Other information in this book is brought to you from Shiekh Salih al-Fawzan’s 

book (The Concise Commentary on The Book of Tawheed), along with 

information added by the translator himself, and some help from www.qsep.com 

*All Muslims have the right to teach from this material, and to translate it to 

other languages.  

If you have any questions or remarks please email the translator directly, and he 

would be more than pleased to assist or listen to your remarks. 

Team.on.mission@gmail.com 

 

Wa Jazakum Allahu Khaira 

mailto:Team.on.mission@gmail.com
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Chapter 1 

(Tawheed & its types) 

 

For everything being in the skies and on the surface of this Earth is a purpose 

from the one Creator, and for us living here there are reasons, one major and 

many minor, the major reason is followed by minor ones, the minor reasons like 

sleeping, eating, and working are actions that we must take to enhance our 

ability to fulfill the major one, the major reason is obligated on all mankind, and 

that is to worship the All-mighty Allaah as he confirmed in his Glorious book: 

ٍَب َِّ خَيَقْذُ َٗ ُِ إِىَّب ٗالإّظ اىْجِ َٞعْجُذُٗ ىِ  
And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship me 
(Alone). 

 

Hence if Allaah created us for that cause, then he must have set forward some 

foundations of submission so that we can worship him in the manner that pleases 

him, to this matter I ask myself, is it possible that one may worship Allaah along 

with other gods? 

Logically speaking, I positively see that it is possible indeed, but…is that what the 

All-mighty Allaah demands? Does he command man to worship an idol or 

another man or is that a whisper from the devil’s plan? Indeed this is something 

that we sure need to understand. 

Come with me to the Prophet Muhammad’s invitation to Islaam, when he was 

sent to the pagans in Makkah to deliver the message, he asked them whether 

they believe in Allaah or not, they said we do believe in Allaah, he then asked 

them, if so, then why do you worship other gods besides him? They replied: we 

only worship these gods so that they can get us closer to Allaah. 

These people made an approach, to worship false gods to get closer to Allaah 

who is closer to them than their veins in their throats. Yes Allaah is nearer to you 

than your Jugular vein is; do you know what your Jugular vein is? The Jugular vein 

is a vein in your neck that plays a major role in your logical sense. 
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The All-mighty says: 

ۖ  

And indeed we have created man, and we know what his own self whispers to 
him. And we are nearer to him than his jugular vein (by Our Knowledge). –  
Qāf, V.16 
 

But keep in mind that Allaah is not physically that close to you because he is 
literally above his throne, but he is that close to you only by his knowledge. 
 

So the major reason is to worship Allaah by singling him out, and that is where 

the word Tawheed stands. Tawheed in Arabic language is the source of making 

something single. 

 

Example: 

- If you were to say that no one shall exit the mosque except for Ahmad, 

then you are singling out Ahmad in exiting the mosque. 

 

Hence, after knowing this it becomes an obligation upon us to single out the All-
powerful Allaah in the following three categories: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tawheed Arrabubiya. 

Tawheed Al-Aluhiya. 

Tawheed Al-Asmaa’ Wassefat. 
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Type of Tawheed 

 
Definition 

 

 
Evidence from the Quran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ar-rabubiya 
(Lordship) 

 
 
 
To single out Allaah with the 
actions of:  
 
Creation. 
Providing sustenance. 
Giving life. 
Causing death, and all of the 
types of regulation and 
administration of the 
heavens and earth. 

 
ُٔ أَلا ٍْشُ اىْخَيْقُ ىَ َٗالَأ  

(Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment) 
 

ِٔ َٗادِ ٍُيْلُ َٗىِيَّ ََب َٗالَأسْضِ اىغَّ  
And to Allaah belongs the dominion of the 

heavens and the earth 
 

ِْ قُوْ ٍَ ٌْ َِ َٝشْصُقُنُ ََبءِ ٍِ ِْ َٗالَأسْضِ اىغَ ٍَ َْيِلُ أَ  َٗالَأثْصَبسَ َْعَاىغَ َٝ
ِْ ٍَ َٜ ُٝخْشِجُ َٗ َِ اىْحَ ِٞذِ ٍِ ََ ُٝخْشِجُ اىْ ِٞذَ َٗ ََ َِ اىْ ٍِ ِٜ ِْ اىْحَ ٍَ  ُٝذَثِشُ َٗ

ٍْشَ َُ الَأ َٞقُ٘ىُ٘ ُٔ فَغَ َُ أَفَلا فَقُوْ اىيَ رَزَقُ٘  
Say (O Muhammad): "Who provides for you 
from the sky and from the earth? Or who owns 
hearing and sight? And who brings out the 
living from the dead and brings out the dead 
from the living? And who disposes the affairs?" 
They will say: "Allaah." Say: "Will you not then 
be afraid of Allaah’s Punishment (for setting up 
rivals in worship with Allah)?" 
 

 
 
 
 

Al-Aluhiya 
(worship) 

 
To single out Allah with 
worship so that none 
besides him is worshipped. 
Ex: Prayers, fasting, Hajj, 
trust, fear, hope, love, 
slaughter, and all other acts 
of worship. 
 

 
ٍَب َِّ خَيَقْذُ َٗ ُِ إِىَّب ٗالإّظ اىْجِ َٞعْجُذُٗ ىِ  

And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans 
except they should worship Me (Alone). 
 

َٔ َٗاعْجُذُٗا ِٔ رُشْشِمُ٘ا َٗىَب اىيَّ ْٞئًب ثِ شَ  
Worship Allah and join none with Him in 
worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al-Asmaa’ Was-sifat 
(Names & Attributes) 

 

 
To describe Allaah & naming 
him with whatever he 
described and named 
himself with, and with 
whatever his messenger 
(Salla Allahu Alayhi 
Wasallam) 
Described and named him 
with in the authentic 
narrations, and to affirm 
that for Allaah without 
resemblance to the 
creation, and without false 
interpretation of any of that 
or negation. 

 
ْٞظَ ِٔ ىَ َِثْيِ ْٜءٌ مَ َ٘ شَ ُٕ َِٞعُ َٗ اىْجَصِٞشُ اىغَّ  

There is nothing like Him and He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Seer. 
 
 

ِٔ ََبءُ َٗىِيَّ ُٓ اىْحُغَْْٚ اىْؤَعْ َٖب فَبدْعُ٘ َِ َٗرَسُٗا ثِ َُ اىَّزِٝ  فِٜ ُٝيْحِذُٗ
ِٔ ََبئِ َُ أَعْ ْٗ َُ مَبُّ٘ا ٍَب عَُٞجْضَ ََيُ٘ َٝعْ  

And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to 
Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the 
company of those who belie or deny (or utter 
impious speech against) His Names. They will 
be requited for what they used to do. 
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1) Tawheed is the greatest pillar of the five pillars of Islam, and it is 

not possible that one can become Muslim without singling out Allaah (in 

all three types), and approving his worship to Allaah alone, and denying all 

false deities.  

2) Tawheed is the greatest of all tasks, and it is the first of all 

duties. It comes before all deeds due to its great status, and it is the first 

thing that we shall call others to, the Prophet Salla Allaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam said 

to Moaz when he sent him to Yemen: (You are heading to people of the 

book “Christians”, let it be that the first thing you call them to is to single 

out Allaah.) 

 

Important Benefits 

1) All three types of 
Tawheed are mandatory, he 
who believes only in one or 
two of the three types has 
not yet singled out Allaah. 

2) Even though the 
polytheists who Prophet 
Muhammad (Salla Allaahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam) was sent 
to believed in Tawheed Ar-
rabubiya, they knew that 
Allaah alone is the creator, 
the one who gives life, and 
the one who causes death, 
and they still were not 
considered as Muslims. 

3) Tawheed Al-Aluhiya was 
the mission of all prophets, 
because it is the 
fundamental that which all 
deeds are based on, and  
without fullfilling the belief 
in it all deeds are worthless. 
If Tawheed Al-Aluhiya is not 
fulfilled, it's opponent will 
then be fullfilled which is 
Shirk (Polytheist). 

The importance & merits of 

Tawheed  
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3) All acts of worship are unaccepted without Tawheed; it is the 

condition of its acceptance & the worship isn’t called worship unless 

Tawheed is involved just as the prayers aren’t called prayers unless 

Wudu’u (purification) is involved. Worship without Tawheed becomes Shirk 

(Polytheism), damages all the deeds, and causes the person to be of the 

dwellers of fire. 

 

4) Tawheed is the reason for security and guidance in the dunya 

(this worldly life) & in the Akhira (the hereafter), and the proof of that 

from the Quran is: 

َِ ُْ٘ا اىَزِٝ ٍَ ٌْ آ ٌْ َٝيْجِغُ٘ا َٗىَ ُٖ َّ ََب ٌٍ إِٝ ٌُ أُٗىَٰئِلَ ثِظُيْ ُٖ ُِ ىَ ٍْ ٌْ اىْؤَ ُٕ َٗ َُ ْٖزَذُٗ ٍُ  
It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him 
Alone) and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong i.e. by worshipping 
others besides Allah), for them (only) there is security and they are the guided. 

 

Ibn Kathir (The Quran interpreter) said: (The meaning of this verse is that 

those who devoted all acts of worship to Allaah alone “according to the Quran 

and Sunnah”, without associating any partners to him are the secured ones 

on the Day of Recompense, and are well guided in this life and in the 

hereafter. Who meets Allaah with pure Tawheed is offered pure security 

and pure guidance. Shirk is the greatest oppression, and Tawheed is the 

greatest justice.) 

 

5) Tawheed is the reason for entering Janna (Heaven), and it is a 

reason for being saved from hell-fire. The prophet Salla Allaahu Alayhi WA 

Sallam said: (Allaah has prohibited the fire from burning whoever says “La 

Ilaha Illa Allaah” with devotion.) 

 

6) Tawheed is salvation from the distress of the dunya (this life) 

and Akhira (hereafter).  

 

 

 

 



 
 

8 
 

Ibn Ul Qayyim (a great Muslim scholar) said: (Tawheed is the helper of both its 

enemies and its friends). 

 

- As for its enemies: It is the salvation of the distresses and hardships 

of this life. And the proof of that is: 

 

َُ ٌْ ُٝشْشِمُ٘ ُٕ ٌْ إِىَٚ اىْجَشِ إِرَا  ُٕ َّجَب ََب  َِ فَيَ ُٔ اىذِٝ َِ ىَ ٍُخْيِصِٞ  َٔ ُ٘ا اىيَ  فَإِرَا سَمِجُ٘ا فِٜ اىْفُيْلِ دَعَ
And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their Faith pure for Him 

only, but when He brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their 
worship to others. 

 

- And for its friends: It is the salvation of the distresses and hardships 

of this life and the hereafter. There is nothing that fights hardship and 

distress like Tawheed does. When Prophet Yunes was swallowed by the 

whale he was not saved from that distress until he said: (La Ilaha Illa 

Anta Subhanak Inny Kuntu Min ath’thalimeen), and that is when Allaah 

commanded the whale to spit him out to the land, only after he 

declared that there is no God other than Allaah. 

 

7) Tawheed is the wisdom behind the creation of mankind and jinn. Allaah 

says in the Quran:  

ٍَب َِّ خَيَقْذُ َٗ ُِ إِىَّب ٗالإّظ اىْجِ َٞعْجُذُٗ ىِ  
And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship me 
(Alone). Quran: Adh-Dhariyat: 56 

 

- Not a single prophet or messenger was sent, nor were the books 

revealed, nor were the laws obligated on mankind except that Allaah 

should be singled out and should be worshipped alone. 
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Chapter 2 

 (A deeper look on Allaah’s proofs of Tawheed) 

We previously discussed the three foundations of Islaam, identified each one, 

and explained the importance of Tawheed. We should by now realize that all 

three types of Tawheed are different necessities of becoming a Muslim.  Moving 

forward, we will go over two points that are very important and are related to 

Tawheed Ar-Rabubiya regarding Allaah’s power in existence.  

We all know that it is Allaah alone who gave all things the power to move and to 

change, and that nothing happens in creation except what he allows to happen. 

In recognition of this reality, Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wasallam) 

used to often repeat the exclamatory phrase “La Hawla wa Laa Quwwata Illaa 

Billaah” meaning, there is no movement nor power except by Allaah’s will. 

The basis for the rabubiyah concept can be found in many Qur’anic verses.  For 

example Allaah says: 

ۖ  

Allaah created all things, and he is the agent on which all things depend. Az-zumr, 

V. 62 

 

No calamity strikes except by Allaah’s permission. At-Taghabun, V. 11 

The Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wasallam) further elaborated on 

this concept saying, “Be aware that if the whole of mankind gathered together in 

order to do something to help you, they would only be able to do something for 

you, which Allaah had already written for you. Likewise, if the whole of mankind 

gathered to harm you, they would only be able to do something to harm you 

which Allaah had already written would happen to you.  
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Thus, what man conceives as good fortune and misfortune are merely events 

predestined by Allaah as part of the tests of this life. Within the good things of 

this life there are severe tests of one’s faith in Allaah. Likewise, in the terrible 

events of life there are tests as well. 

ۗ  

Surely we will test you with fear, hunger, loss of wealth and life and the fruits of 

your work, so give good news to those who are patient. Al-Baqara, V.155 

So that is the first point, and it is to affirm that all mankind is being tested with 

good and evil.  

When Adam was commanded not to eat the fruit he was under trial, when 

Ibrahim was commanded to slaughter his son Ismail he was under trial, when you 

and I wake up every morning and come to work, from the moment we wake to 

the moment we sleep we are being tested.  

When we obey Allah, and be patient to his trials and tribulations we get 

rewarded tremendously and throughout the test if disobedience or impatience 

occurs, then the All-mighty Allah becomes unpleased, and whenever he becomes 

unpleased with an action that the individual has committed he provides no 

reward for that specific action. 

So belief in Tawheed Ar-rabubiya necessitates that the Muslim firmly believes 

that he will be put under trials and tribulations.  

The All-Powerful Allaah asks in the Quran, in Surat Al-Ankabut, verse 2 & 3 – 

ۖ

 

Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and 
will not be tested. And we indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah 
will certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and those who 
are liars.  Al-Ankabut, V. 2 & 3 
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That was the first point, as for the second point it consists of two evidences on 
Tawheed, lets will go back to the verse that proves the purpose of creation: 
 

 

Allaah says: 

 

And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship me 
(Alone). Quran: Adh-Dhariyat: 56 

 

The Arabic word ُِ َٞعْجُذُٗ  abd – The best definition of‘ عجذ comes from the root ىِ

(‘abd) is slave. Another word that ‘abd can be derived to is عجبدح ‘ibadah – A 

definition of the word (‘ibadah) is worship. The Arabic common name عبدالله (Abd-

Allaah) means slave of Allaah, and the word عجبدح ‘ibadah literally signifies 

surrender or submission. 

In the Ayah (verse) above Allaah defines the purpose of life by pointing out the 

reason of creating the Jinn & Ins. The Jinn is Allaah’s creation that he had created 

way before the Ins (Mankind), the Jinn are created of fire, and they eat, drink, get 

married, live, and die just as we do, there are the righteous of them, and there 

are also the evil of them. Satan the devil is originally a jinny as Allaah described 

him in the holy Quran: 

 

And (remember) when we said to the angels; "Prostrate to Adam." So they prostrated 
except Iblis (Satan). He was one of the jinns; he disobeyed the Command of his Lord – 

Al-Kahf, V. 50 

 

The  اوس Ins which is the root of اوسان means mankind, and the word اوسان means 

human being. 

Allaah All-mighty favored the Ins over the Jinn in creation, and has honoured the 

Ins as well. Allaah says: 
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And indeed we have honoured the Children of Adam – Al-Isra’a, V. 70 

 

The children of Adam are only of mankind اوس no Jinn can be the son of Adam 

because Adam is the first human creation, and no son of Adam can be of the Jinn 

because they are two different creations. The Jinn are unseen to the sons of 

Adam, but the sons of Adam are visible to the Jinn. The Jinn can see us, but we 

can’t see them. Even though the jinn and Ins are different in many things, Allaah 

gives them the similarity in purpose of both of their creations, and that similarity 

is to submit to Allaah alone. 

 

And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship me 
(Alone). Quran: Adh-Dhariyat: 56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the lessons drawn from this verse? 
It is an obligation upon the Jinn & Mankind to devote all acts of worship to Allaah 
alone. 

It explains the wisdom behind the creation of both. 

Only Allaah deserves to be submitted to, and to be worshipped. 

Allaah does not need his creatures for he is the Self-Sufficient, but his creatures 
do need him. 

This verse also proves that Allaah is All-Wise in his actions. 
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Allaah also says: 

 
And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to 

your parents – (Al-Quran, Al-Isra’a, V.23) 

 

The Arabic term  (Qaddau) is a past tense verb that litterally means 

commanded.  (Rabbuka) means your Lord, it is derived from the word  

(Rubb) which is best defined as sustainer and cherisher. So to put this 

interpretation in a better form we can say that  means: (And your 

Sustainer and Cherisher has commanded you). 

 (Al-la) is a negative word that negates what comes after it, and (Al-la) doesn’t 

mean Allaah. The word  (Ta’abudoo) comes from the word  (‘Ibadah) 

which signifies worship. So when Allaah says:  he means that you do not 

worship, and then he says:  (illa) which means that there is an exception, so 

first he commanded us not to worship anything when he said  , and then 

the sentence continues because if it had stopped right there then his command 

would be for us not to worship anything, but that isn’t what Allaah wants from 

us, and we were sure of this as soon as we saw the word  (illa) which means 

except. After the word (Illa) it says  (Eeyah) and  means: him. 

 

And your sustainer and cherisher has decreed that you do not worship except 
him. – (Al-Quran, Al-Isra’a, V.23) 
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The Arabic word  (Wa) means and. 

  (Bil-walid-ayni) comes from the word  (Waalid) which is derived from 

the root  (Walad), Walad means son, and Waalid means father. As for the 

mother, she is called  (Waalida), and when we combine both mother and 

father we say  which means parents – In Arabic Language when the word 

begins with the definite Article  (Al) it means (The). So  (Al-Walid-Ayni) is 

interpreted as (The parents), and in the verse above we can see that the letter  

(Ba) is attached to  & this  is a preposition that signifies (to),  

 means to the parents. 

The word  (ihsana) is derived from the root  (Husun) which means 

good. which is the third level of Islam, and it is to worship Allaah as if you 

can see him, and this is a level that not many people attain. Its best definition is 

(to perfect), and what Allaah mean by the verse above is – And to your parents 

perfection “be perfect”. 

 

 

And your sustainer and cherisher has decreed that you do not worship except 
him and to your parents perfection in treatment “be perfect”. – (Al-Quran, Al-

Isra’a, and V.23) 
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The Greatest Good Deed Vs. The Greatest Sin 

 
 

- If worshipping Allaah alone without worshipping anyone else is the best 
action of goodness that Mankind & Jinn can commit, then that signifies 
that worshipping other than Allaah is the worse action Mankind & Jinn can 
commit. 

 
- If being perfect to the parents is the second best action of goodness that 

Mankind and Jinn can commit, then that signifies that being bad (rude, 
impolite, disobedient, and etc.) to the parents is the second worse action 
Mankind & Jinn can commit. 

 

 

What proves that associating partners besides Allaah & being bad to 

the parents are the greatest sins? 

2333

161 

On the authority of Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn Al Aas (may Allah be pleased with 
him), who said: The prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 
Among the major sins are: Association of anybody with Allah, disobedience to 

parents, killing of a person, and taking a false oath (perjury). (Bukhari) 
 

 

And your sustainer and cherisher has decreed that you do not worship 
except him and to your parents perfection in treatment “be perfect”. – 

(Al-Quran, Al-Isra’a, and V.23) 

What are the lessons drawn from this Quranic verse? 
Tawheed is the first decree enjoined by Allaah on Mankind.  

The verse conveys the same meaning expressed in the Testimony of Faith.  

The verse affirms the significant merit of fulfilling the parents’ rights of respect 
and perfect treatment. 

The obligation of showing perfection when dealing with parents. 

The prohibition of being undutiful or ungrateful to one’s parents. 
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Chapter 3 

 
(There is no God Worthy of Being Worshipped besides Allaah) 

 

Definition Proofs from Quran Pillars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No deity deserves 
to be worshipped 

except Allaah. 

 

ُ  
Allaah bears witness that there is no 
god except he, and so do the angels 
and the knowledgeable. He upholds 
justice there is no god except he, the 
mighty, the wise- The-Quran, Al-Imran, V. 18 

 

 
To negate that there is 
no other God اىٔ لا  – 
 
Meaning to deny the 
worship of all what is 
being worshipped 
besides Allaah. 

 
 

 

Therefore, know that there is no god 
except Allaah- The Quran, Muhammad, V. 19 

 

 
To prove that there is 
Allaah الا الله –  
 
Meaning to devote all 
worships to Allaah alone 
without ascribing 
partners with him. 
 

Benefit of saying it 
 

Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet, Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam said: "Renew your faith." "How can we renew our faith?" 
they asked. The Prophet, Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam, said, "Say 
always, `La ilaha illa Allaah'." 

[From Ahmad, with a sound isnad. Quoted in Fiqh us-Sunnah compiled by as-Sayyid 
Sabiq, vol. 4, Ch. 6.]  
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Allaah says: 

 

He who disbelieves in the idols (or anything being worshipped besides Allaah) 
and believes in Allaah has grasped the firmest tie that will never break- The 

Quran, Al-Baqara, V. 256 
 

 

Explanation: 

- He who denies that all false deities deserve to be worshipped has grasped 

the firmest tie that will never break, but he can only grasp it on one 

condition, and that is if he believes that Allaah alone deserves to be 

worshipped. 

 

What is the benefit of grasping the firmest tie that will never break? 

- The benefit is that this person shall receive from Allaah pure guidance, and 

no one can take this guidance away but Allaah. 

 

 

 

 
Proof of denying that 
there is no other 
deity اىٔ لا  that 
deserves to be 
worshipped- 

 

 

Proof of devoting all 
worships to Allaah 
alone- 
 

 

 The Result 

 

  He 

who disbelieves in the 
idols (or anything being 
worshipped besides 
Allaah). 
 

 

 and believes in 

Allaah. 

 

 

has grasped the firmest 
tie that will never break.   
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Allaah also says: 

 

And (remember) when Abraham, said to his father and his nation: 'i am quit 
from what you worship, except him who originated me, for he will guide me- 
The Quran, Az-zukhruf, V. 26-27 
 

 
Proof of denying that 

there is no other 
deity اىٔ لا  that 
deserves to be 
worshipped- 

 

 

Proof of devoting all 
worships to Allaah 

alone- 
 

 

The Result 

 

 
And (remember) when 

Abraham, said to his 
father and his nation: 'i 
am quit from what you 

worship 
 

 

 
Except him who 
originated me 

 

 
For he will guide me 

 

 

Explanation: 

- After Ibrahim denied that the idols deserve to be worshipped he approved 

that only his originator Allaah is the one who deserves worship, and he was 

guided in this life due to that belief, and he will be guided in the hereafter 

due to that belief. 
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The Testimony (La ilaha Illa Allaah) does not benefit who says it 

unless he fulfills the 8 conditions: 

The Conditions of (La ilaha Illa Allaah) 
 

1. Knowledge – of its meaning, negation and affirmation. 
 

 

Therefore, know that there is no god except Allaah- The Quran, Muhammad, V. 19 

 
2. Certainty - It is a perfect knowledge that counter-acts of suspicion and doubt. 

 

 

The believers are those who believe in Allaah and his messenger and have not doubted, 
and who struggled in his way with their possessions and themselves. such are those who 
are truthful – The Quran, Al-Hujurat, V. 15 

 
3. Sincerity - that negates Shirk. 

 

 

Yet they were ordered to worship Allaah alone- The Quran, Al-Bayyina, V. 5 
 

4. Truthfulness – The truth that permits neither falsehood nor hypocrisy. 
 

 

Do people think that they are left alone by saying: “We are believers”, and will not be tried? We 
tried those who have gone before them. Allaah knows those who are truthful and those who lie- 
Al-Quran, Al-Ankabut, v. 2-3 

 
5. Love – Love for it, and its meaning & happiness with adhering to it. 
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And among the people are those who take to themselves rivals, other than Allaah, 
loving them as Allaah is loved. but those who believe are more loving to Allaah- Al-Quran, 

Al-Baqara, V. 165 

 
6. Submission – to its rightful requirements, the duties that must be performed with 

sincerity.  
 

 

Turn to your lord and submit unto him- The Quran, Az-zumr, V. 54 

 
7. Acceptance – Acceptance that contradicts rejection. 

 

   

For when it was said to them: 'there is no god except Allaah, ' they would become 
arrogant, and said: 'are we to renounce our gods for the sake of a crazy poet? '- The 

Quran, As-saffaat, V. 35 
 

8. Denial that other deities deserve to be worshipped. 
 

 

He who disbelieves in the idols (or anything being worshipped besides Allaah) and 
believes in Allaah has grasped the firmest tie that will never break- The Quran, Al-Baqara, V. 

256 

Hadiths regarding the Testimony of Faith 
 
The Prophet- Salla Allahu Alayhi Wa Sallam – said: Allaah will save a man of his community the 
record of whose sins fills 99 books, each book extending as far as the eye can see. Against all this 
will be weighed the one good deed that he has, which is his witnessing that there is no god but 
Allaah and that Muhammad is His Messenger, and it will outweigh all the rest. The Prophet – 
Salla Allahu Alayhi Wa Sallam -- then said: "Nothing is of any weight with Allah's Name." 
[The hadith begins: innallaha sayukhallisu rajulan min ummati...] Narrated from `Abd Allah ibn `Amr ibn al-`As by 
Ahmad, Tirmidhi (Iman 17 - hasan gharib), al-Hakim, and Bayhaqi in Shu`ab al-iman 
A friend of the companion of the Messenger walked in on `Ubada ibn al-Samit at the time of his 
death & began to cry, so Ubada said: "Why are you crying? By Allaah, if I were asked to testify I 
would testify for you, and if I were given intercession I would intercede for you, and if it were in 
my power I would certainly help you! By Allaah, I never heard a hadith from Allaah's Messenger 
in which there was benefit for you except I narrated it to you, all but one: and I shall narrate it to 
you now since I am about to breathe my last. I heard Allaah's Messenger say: "Whoever 
witnesses that there is no god but Allaah and that Muhammad is Allaah's Messenger, Allah 
forbids the Fire from touching him." 
 Muslim and Tirmidhi narrated it. 
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 ٗ أشٖذ أُ ٍحَذاً سع٘ه الله

)The Testimony that Muhammad Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam is the 

Messenger of Allaah( 

 

Definition Proofs from Quran Pillars 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The firm belief 
from the deep 
heart that 
Muhammad is the 
slave and 
Messenger of 
Allaah sent to 
mankind and Jinn. 

 
 
 
 

. 

 

 

Verily, there has come unto you a 
Messenger (Muhammad) from 
amongst yourselves (i.e. Whom you 
know well). It grieves him that you 
should receive any injury or difficulty. 
He (Muhammad) is anxious over you 
(to be rightly guided, to repent to 
Allaah, and beg Him to pardon and 
forgive your sins, in order that you may 
enter Paradise and be saved from the 
punishment of the Hell-fire), for the 
believers (he is) full of pity, kind, and 
merciful- Attawba V. 128 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admitting that he was 
sent with Allaah’s 
Message. 

 

 
Allah knows that you are indeed His 
Messenger- Al-Munafiqoon V. 1 
 

 
The belief that he is a 
slave to Allaah. 
 
 

Benefit of believing so 
 

After the person dies, he/she will be asked three questions, and 
one of these questions is: What did you used to say about the man 
named Muhammad? If the person used to have a firm belief in 
him, then he will say: I witnessed that he is the slave & Messenger 
of Allaah. If he does so say that, then he has passes the major test. 
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The Testimony (Muhammadan Rasool Allaah) does not benefit who 

says it unless he fulfills the 4 conditions: 

The Conditions of (Muhammadan Rasool Allaah) 
 

1. The firm belief in what he (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) has conveyed. 
 
Explanation- To believe in every detail that he taught about Allaah with no doubt about it. 
 

 
2. Obeying all his commands. 

 
Explanation- Allaah gave commands to the Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allahu Alayhi wa Sallam) 
to give to us, and he who obeys Muhammad’s commands has obeyed Allaah’s commands. 

 

 
3. Avoiding all what he has prohibited. 

 
Explanation- There are things that the Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam) told us (through his teachings) to avoid, if we do not avoid what he has 
prohibited us to do, then we did not yet witness that he is the Messenger of Allah (with 
firm belief). 

 

 
4. To worship Allaah in the same manner & way that he (Salla Allahu Alayhi 

wa Sallam) has commanded us to. 
 
Explanation- To avoid innovations in worship, and to adhere to the Sunnah.  
 
 

 

Afterall, the testimony of faith to the believer is like a diamond key with sharp 
teeth that can unlock a golden gate, a gate that cannot easily be found, and when 
it unlocks its silent, it has no sound, the testimony of faith is like a bullet proof 

vest for the person in a war, and more it’s like water for a person on the 6
th

 floor 
of a building caught on fire, and last but not least it’s like air for a person on the 
highway who has a flat tire, that in this respect only if its conditions are fully 
followed. 
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Chapter 4 

(Shirk “Polytheism” & its types) 

The All-Mighty Allaah says, in Surat Al-Hajj, V.73: 
 

َٝخْيُقُ٘ا رُثَبثً  ِْ ِٔ ىَ ُِ اىيَ ِْ دُٗ ٍِ  َُ َِ رَذْعُ٘ َُ اىَزِٝ ُٔ ۚ إِ َِعُ٘ا ىَ ٍَثَوٌ فَبعْزَ َْبطُ ضُشِةَ  َٖب اى ُٝ ُٔ ۖ َٝب أَ ََعُ٘ا ىَ ِ٘ اجْزَ َٗىَ ب 
ََطّْيُ٘ة َٗاىْ ُٔ ۚ ضَعُفَ اىطَّبىِتُ  ْْ ٍِ  ُٓ ْْقِزُٗ َٝغْزَ ْٞئًب ىَب  ٌُ اىزُثَبةُ شَ ُٖ َٝغْيُجْ  ُْ َٗإِ  

 

O people here is an example for you to listen to: The idols and the people being 
worshipped besides Allaah all together cannot create a single fly, and if the fly 
took anything from these idols or people being worshipped, then they would 
never be able to get it back. Both are weak, the seeker, the one being 
worshipped, and the sought, the fly itself.  
 
The gigantic disease that has spread amongst the nations is what we will talk 
about today, the disease that all prophets were sent to rescue their people from, 
a disease that the devil blows into the hearts of his followers, it is something that 
we are in danger of falling into, it is a catastrophe for its followers, it is inevitable, 
it is something that will last to the Day of Judgment, and to the very moment 
Israfil blows the trumpet, it is what we call in our language: Shirk, associating 
partners with Allaah, may Allaah protect us. 
 

Shirk in English is polytheism, and that is the belief in the existence of more than 
one God. It is a duty for us to know Shirk, understand it, and study it well… so that 
we don’t fall into it. 
 

Ibn Abbas said: (There were ten centuries between Adam and Noah where all the 
 people had the Tawheed belief.)

 

 

So how did Shirk 1
st

 appear on this Earth? 
 

Sit back and hold on really tight to the feather of faith as we take a ride on the 
wing of Islam and go back in time to the days of the very first Messenger Allaah 
has ever sent, The Prophet Nuh. 
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Before Nuh was sent, there were five righteous people named: Wad, Suwaa, 
Yaghuth, Yao’oq, and Nasra. These people had the Tawheed belief, and they loved 
Allaah much, when they all died, their people created idols of them and kept 
these idols as a memorial for them,  after many years have passed when the 
newer generations  saw the idols they thought that these people were Gods, and 
that these idols must be worshipped. 
 

Allaah then sent Nuh to those people to warn them about worshipping the idols, 
so when Nuh went to them he said: 
 

ٌٍ ًٍ عَظِٞ ْ٘ َٝ ٌْ عَزَاةَ  ْٞنُ ِّٜ أَخَبفُ عَيَ ُٓ إِ ْٞشُ ٍٔ غَ ِْ إِىَـٰ ٍِ  ٌْ ٍَب ىَنُ  َٔ ًِ اعْجُذُٗا اىيَ ْ٘ َٝب قَ  
 

"O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him. Certainly, I 
fear for you the torment of a Great Day!"  
 

Nuh kept warning them for 950 years, but the people disbelieved, and only few of 
them ended up believing in Allaah, so Allaah commanded Nuh to build an ark and 
to put his followers on this Ark, and then Allaah saved Nuh and the believers, 
however there was not a single disbeliever on the surface of this Earth that lived 

 after seeing Allaah’s punishment.

 

Shirk is the greatest  evil deed that Allaah hates, it is oppression  )ظلم(to one’s self, 
because the Mushrik is giving a portion of his worship to others who don’t 
deserve to be worshipped, and to that Allaah says in Surat Fatir, V. 13 & 14: 
 

َِٞشٍ ﴿ ِْ قِطّْ ٍِ  َُ َْيِنُ٘ َٝ ٍَب   ِٔ ِْ دُِّٗ ٍِ  َُ َِ رَذْعُ٘ ُْ رَذْع٣١َُٗاىَزِٝ ٍَب ﴾ إِ َِعُ٘ا  ْ٘ عَ َٗىَ  ٌْ ََعُ٘ا دُعَبءَمُ َٝغْ ٌْ ىَب  ُٕ ٘
ٍِثْوُ خَجِٞشٍ َْجِئُلَ  ُٝ َٗىَب   ۚ ٌْ َُ ثِشِشْمِنُ َٝنْفُشُٗ ٍَخِ  َٞب ًَ اىْقِ ْ٘ َٝ َٗ  ۖ ٌْ  اعْزَجَبثُ٘ا ىَنُ

 

And those, whom you call upon instead of Him, do not own even a Qitmeer (the 
thin membrane over the date stone). If you call upon them, they do not hear your 
call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant your request to you. 
And on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping them.  
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Words Definitions 
“Linguistically” 

Definitions 
“Religiously” 

 
Poly 

 

 
More than one, or 
excessive. 

 

 
The belief in the 
existence of more than 
one, or excessive Gods. 

 
 
 

Theism 

 
Belief in the existence of 
a god or gods, especially 
belief in a personal God 
as creator and ruler of 
the world. 
 

 
 
 

Shirk 
 

 
 
 

Associating 

 
Associating others 
besides Allaah (in things 
only Allaah can do). 
 

 

 

Sections of Shirk 
 

 
Shirk Akbar (Major Shirk) 

Open and apparent 

 
Shirk Asghar (Minor Shirk) 

Concealed or hidden 
 

To associate anyone with Allaah as his part 
(to believe in more than one God). 
To associate Allaah’s attributes with 
someone else. (Attributing, considering, or 
portraying Allaah’s knowledge or might to 
being those of anyone else. 
Major Shirk expels the person from Islam. 
 

 
 
All verbal or physical actions (deeds) that may 
lead to major shirk, or which is described as 
being shirk.  
Minor Shirk doesn’t expel the person from 
Islam. 
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Shirk Akbar VS. Shirk Asghar 

 

Shirk Akbar Shirk Asghar 

Expels one from Islam. Does not expel one from Islam. 

Causes the one who is committing it to 
remain in Hell forever. 

Does not cause the one who is committing it 
to remain in Hell- if he enters it all. 

 
 
Nullifies all of the person’s deeds. 

Does not nullify all of the person’s deeds. 
Rather, the showing off and doing actions 
for the sake of worldly reasons only nullify 
the deed which they are mixed with. 

Makes the blood (i.e. Life) & wealth of those 
who commit it lawful. 

Does not make these two things lawful for 
the Muslim to take. 

 

Types of Shirk Akbar (Major Shirk) 

Types Evidences Translation of Evidence 

 
 

Supplicational Shirk 
 

Note: 
Calling others for help that only 
Allaah can provide is considered 
Shirk. 

 

 

 
And when they embark on a 
ship, they invoke Allah, making 
their Faith pure for Him only, but 
when He brings them safely to 
land, behold, they give a share of 
their worship to others-  
Al-Ankabut V. 65 

 

 
 
 

The Desire & intentional 
Shirk 

 
Note: 
Worshipping Allaah for (only) 
the benefits of this life, and 
disregarding the provisions of 
the hereafter is Shirk. 

 

ۖ

 

 

Whosoever desires the life of the 
world and its glitter; to them We 
shall pay in full (the wages of) 
their deeds therein, and they will 
have no diminution therein. They 
are those for whom there is 
nothing in the Hereafter but Fire; 
and vain are the deeds they did 
therein. And of no effect is that 
which they used to do- Hud V. 15-16 

 
 
 



 
 

27 
 

Types of Shirk Akbar (Major Shirk) 

Types Evidences Translation of Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Obedience Shirk 

 
 

Note: 
Obeying the scholars in what is 
unlawful is considered 
worshipping them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ۖ

ۚ  

 
 
 
 
They (Jews and Christians) took 
their rabbis and their monks to be 
their lords besides Allah (by obeying 
them in things which they made 
lawful or unlawful according to their 
own desires without being ordered 
by Allah), and (they also took as 
their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam 
(Mary), while they (Jews and 
Christians) were commanded (in the 
Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel 
(Gospel)) to worship none but One 
Ilah (God - Allah) La ilaha illa Huwa 
(none has the right to be 
worshipped but He). Praise and 
glory be to Him, (far above is He) 
from having the partners they 
associate (with Him)."- At-touba, V 31 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Love Shirk 
 

Note: 
Having too much love for 
someone more than Allaah is 
considered Shirk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ۖ

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And of mankind are some who 
take (for worship) others besides 
Allah as rivals (to Allah). They 
Love them as they love Allah. But 
those who believe, love Allah 
more (than anything else)- Al-

Baqara, V 165 
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Examples of Shirk Akbar & Shirk Asghar 

 
 
 
 
 

Shirk Akbar 
 Apparent  

 
Slaughtering for other than Allaah’s sake, 
asking for things from others while Allaah is 
the one who provides, making vows to get 
closer to others besides Allaah. 
 
What does vow mean? 
Vow means making it obligatory upon oneself to do some 
good act, or to refrain from doing an act which it is better 
not to do, for the sake of, or for the pleasure of Allaah. 
 

 
 

Shirk Akbar  
Hidden  

 
The Shirk of the Hypocrites, and their 
showing off. The secretive fear and that is to 
fear others besides Allaah in things that only 
Allaah has power over. 
 

 
 

Shirk Asghar  
Apparent  

 

 
Swearing by other than Allaah, saying: if 
Allaah wills and if you will, and saying: If it 
wasn’t for Allaah and so and so. 
 

 
Shirk Asghar  

Hidden  
 

 
Doing good things with the intention of 
being complimented & not for Allaah’s sake. 
Seeing an evil omen. 
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The History of Shirk 

Ibn Abbas (May Allaah be pleased with him) said: (There were ten centuries 

between Adam and Noah where all the people had the Tawheed belief.) 

When did the Shirk 1st appear on Earth? 

- When the righteous people died, Noah’s people started worshipping 

them, and made idols out of them, and then Allaah sent Noah to 

invite them to Tawheed. 

Appeared with Musa’s people: 

- When Musa promised his people that he will be back in thirty days, a 

man named as-samiree brought an idol to them, and convinced them 

that this idol is Musa’s God. 

Appeared after Jesus: 

- When Isa (Jesus) was risen to the heavens, Paulus, a Jew, pretended 

that he was Christian, tricked the Christians, changed the true 

message of Isa, and so many followed him. 

Appeared on Hijazi lands: 

- When Amro ibn Luhi brought idols to the (The Hijazi) Arab lands, he 

changed the Prophet Ibrahim’s religion, and commanded the people 

to worship the idols. 

Appeared in this Ummah (Prophet Muhammad’s Alayhi Assalatu wassalam Nation): 

- When the Shi’a’s built on the graves, and created many innovations. 

- When the extremist Suffi’s took their scholar as lords. 
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The Danger of Shirk  

 

 

 
Allaah does not forgive whoever dies as a Mushrik without repenting. 
*Mushrik: Polytheist. 

 
ۚ  

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He 
forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases, and whoever sets up partners 
with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin- An-nisa’a 48 

 

 
The Mushrik’s life and belongings are halal (lawful) for the Muslim. 
 

 
 

Then when the Sacred Months (the 1st, 7th, 11th, and 12th months of the Islamic 
calendar) have passed, then kill the Mushrikeen (see V.2:105) wherever you find them, 
and capture them and besiege them- At-touba, V 5 

 

 
Allaah doesn’t accept any good deed that the Mushrik commits, and all his 
good actions are worthless. 
 

 
  

And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad), as it was to those (Allaah’s 
Messengers) before you: "If you join others in worship with Allaah, (then) surely (all) 
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers."- Az-zumr V 65 
 

1 

2 

3 
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The Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him said, “The first people who will be 
 consumed by the fire are three: A scholar who has learned the Qur’an by heart, a 

mujahid (soldier for Allah) who was killed in the path of Allah, and a very rich 
man. The first to be called to account will be the reciter of the Qur’an. Allah will 
ask him, “Did I not teach you what I sent down to My Messenger?” He will say, 
“Yes, My Lord.” And Allah will ask him, “What did you do with this?” He will say, “I 

 used to stand reciting by night and by day, hoping for your reward.”
Allah will say, “You lied,” and the Angels will say, “You lied,” and then Allah will 
say, “But you only wanted for people to say, so and so is a reciter of the 
Qur’an. And they had already said it. Take him to Hell.” Then the rich man will be 
brought and Allah will ask him, “Was I not generous to you to the point that you 

 were not in need of anyone?”
He will say, “Yes, My Lord.” Allah will ask him, “So what did you do with what 
I gave you?” “My Lord, You provided me with wealth, and I spent it on the poor, 
hoping for your reward and for Paradise.” Allah will say, “You lied.” And the Angels 
will say, “You lied.” Allah will say, “Rather, you wanted them to say that so and so 

 is a generous man. And that is what they said. Take him to Hell.”
Then the man who was killed in the path of Allah will be brought. Allah will 
ask him, “Why were you killed?” He will say, “My Lord, I went out to battle for 
your sake and I fought the enemy until I was killed, hoping for your reward and 
for Paradise.” Allah will say, “You lied.” And the Angels will say, “You lied.” 
Then Allah will say, “Rather, you fought so that people would say so and so is a 

 brave man, and that is what they said. Now take him to Hell.”

 

 

 
Entering Janna (heaven) is unlawful for the Mushrik, and his final home is 
hell fire for eternity. 
 

 
ۖ  

Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allaah, then Allaah has forbidden 
Paradise for him and the Fire will be his abode. And for the Zalimoon (polytheists and 
wrongdoers) there are no helpers- Al-Maeda V 72 
 

4 
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Chapter 5 

A deeper look on Allaah’s proofs of Shirk 

Allaah All-Mighty says: 

  
 

Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He 
forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases- An-nisa’a 48 
 

 

The Arabic word  (inna) in English means (Verily or indeed), Allaah pointed out 

the word  to draw attention to what is to be said after it.  

If Allaah were to say  without using  then the sentence 

would have just been a regular sentence. But he said  (inna 

Allaah la yaghfiru ay yushraka bihi) meaning: “Verily, Allaah forgives not that 

partners should be set up with him in worship” and this is to confirm that there 

are no exceptions in forgiveness if the person dies associating partners along with 

Allaah. And then the verse continues when Allaah says:  (wa yaghfiru) 

meaning: “And he forgives”  (ma doona thalik) – “Anything other than 

that” - Allaah will no way forgive any of his slave’s sins who die as polytheists 

without repenting to him before death approaches them, but he forgives all 

other sins (other than Shirk) – to people who committed all evil deeds and never 

sought forgiveness from Allaah before death – he may forgive these people if 

their hearts are clean from Shirk. 

 (wa yaghfiru ma doona thalika liman yashaa’) he will 

forgive all other sins only to whom he wills out of his bounty and wisdom. 
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Purpose of revelation of this verse 

The purpose that Allaah revealed this verse to the Prophet Muhammad (Salla 

Allaahu Alayhi wa sallam) was because the Prophet (Alayhi Assalatu wasallam) was 

reciting another verse to his people: 

ۚ  
 

Say: "O My slaves who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil 
deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allaah forgives all sins- Az-zumr  

V 53 

 

 

And then one of the people asked the Prophet (Alayhi Assalatu wasallam): O 

Messenger of Allaah, even Shirk? 

So Allaah Almighty then replied to that man’s question with another revelation 

confirming that Allaah shall not forgive the great sin, Shirk, but he will forgive all 

other sins only to whom he wills. 

  
 

Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He 
forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases- An-nisa’a 48 
 

 

General Meaning 
 
The All-Powerful Allaah’s aim is to warn the people against approaching any act 
of Shirk. Allaah, to whom belongs all perfection and majesty, stresses that those 
who assign partners to him and remain so till death will never be pardoned. On 
the contrary, he forgives the sins of those whom he wills with the exception of 
Shirk. 
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Allaah, glory to him, says:  

  
 

And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said: "O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) 
one of peace and security, and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.- 

Ibrahim V.35 
 

 

When we see the two words in the Quran  (Wa ith) we should keep in mind 

that this means (and remember when),  (Qala Ibrahimu) means 

(Ibrahim said), and Prophet Ibrahim here is not speaking to a human, rather he is 

speaking to his Lord and the approach of speaking to Allaah All-Mighty should be 

through either prayer or supplication, and then Ibrahim makes two requests, the 

first one is: 

  (rabbi ijaal hatha al-balada aminan) meaning: (o Lord 

make this city (Makkah) one of security.), And the second request is: 

 (wajnubni wa banneya an naabud al-asnam) meaning: 

(and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.) 

 

General Meaning 
 
Ibrahim invoked the All-Mighty Allaah to keep him and his sons away from the 
worship of idols, which is deemed as a great source of mischief. 
 

 

Purpose of invocation (keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols) 
Due to Shirk being the major sin, and Ibrahim not knowing how his life would end 
(whether he would die a Muslim or Mushrik) this matter made him fear the fact 
that him and his sons could possibly die as idolaters where their destiny would be 
hell fire for eternity. 
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Lessons drawn from the two verses 
 

- Shirk (polytheism) is the gravest sin, as it will never be forgiven unless one 
turns to Allaah in repentance. 

- If anyone commits any sin other than polytheism and dies before 
repentance, his affair will be absolutely referred to Allaah All-Mighty, who 
may grant him forgiveness or punish him in the Hereafter. 

- The Muslim must express his fear of Shirk, for Ibrahim who was 
distinguished by demolishing idols at his time, was afraid of falling into 
such a grave sin. 

- The permissibility of invoking Allaah for removing tribulations. He is the 
one to be besought for help and support. 

- It is permissible to invoke Allaah for oneself and on behalf of one’s 
offspring as well. 

- The verses refute the allegation of some ignorant people that the Muslim 
nation is not susceptible to fall into acts or forms of Shirk. Those people 
felt safe from it and thus ignorantly fell into its darkness. 

 

 

 

 
Study of Hadith related to Shirk 

 

 
The Prophet Muhammad (Salla 
Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) said: “The 
most dreadful sin I am afraid you may 
commit is minor Shirk.” He was, then, 
questioned about it. Thereupon, he 
said: “It is (offering your good deeds) 
in ostentation, Allaah tells those 
people on the Day of Recompense go 
to who you used to show your good 
deeds off to in your first life, then see 
if you shall find your reward with 
them.” (Related by Ahmed) 

 
 ِٔ ْٞ ُٔ عَيَ َُّ سَعُ٘هَ الِله صَيَّٚ اىيَّ ِِ ىَجِٞذٍ أَ َُ٘دِ ثْ ٍَحْ  ِْ عَ

ٌْ اىشِّشْكُ  ْٞنُ ٍَب أَخَبفُ عَيَ َ٘فَ  َُّ أَخْ ٌَ قَبهَ: "إِ َٗعَيَّ
َٝب سَعُ٘هَ الِله؟  ٍَب اىشِّشْكُ اىْؤَصْغَشُ  َٗ اىْؤَصْغَشُ" قَبىُ٘ا: 

َٗجَوَّ ُٔ عَضَّ  َٝقُ٘هُ اىيَّ َٝبءُ،  ٍَخِ  قَبهَ: "اىشِّ َٞب ًَ اىْقِ ْ٘ َٝ  ٌْ ُٖ ىَ
 ٌْ ْْزُ َِ مُ َٕجُ٘ا إِىَٚ اىَّزِٝ ٌْ ارْ ِٖ ََبىِ َٛ اىَّْبطُ ثِؤَعْ إِرَا جُضِ

 ٌْ ُٕ ْْذَ َُ عِ َٕوْ رَجِذُٗ ّْظُشُٗا  َٞب فَب ّْ َُ فِٜ اىذُّ رُشَاءُٗ
".جَضَاءً  

 
(. ٗصححٔ الأىجبّٜ )صحٞح اىجبٍع، 23680، سقٌ  5/428أخشجٔ أحَذ )

(1555سقٌ   
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Explanation 
 

 
The Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) mentioned (through his 
teachings) that Shirk (polytheism) is of two sections: Major & Minor, and in this 
hadith he was addressing his fear to his Ummah (nation); the Prophet’s major 
fear was that the people of this Ummah will fall into the category of the Minor 
Shirk, which is committing good deeds with the intention of showing off in front 
of whoever sees him committing those deeds. 
 
Whoever commits good deeds in order to show off, on the Day of Recompense, 
Allaah does not reward the person for those good deeds. Rather The Exalted 
Allaah will tell the person to go to those whom he showed off in front of, and ask 
them to reward him instead, which they will not be able to because only Allaah 
can reward the creatures in the Hereafter. 
 

 

 

General Meaning 
 

 
Out of his pity and mercy for his Ummah, The Messenger of Allaah was always 
keen to guide people to the right path, and warn them against all that is evil. He 
(Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) warned Muslims about performing devotional 
acts in order to show off or to get people’s admiration. He deemed showing off 
as an act of Minor Shirk, which would render all acts of worship, performed in 
such a way, null and void. 
 
The Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) expressed his anxiety 
about the righteous Muslims who offer good deeds and warned against 
pretentious display. 
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Lessons Drawn from the Hadith 
 

 
- A true believer should be anxious about falling into minor Shirk, since the 

Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) expressed his anxiety 
in this hadith, and warned Muslims against it. 

- The Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) was 
compassionate and keen to guide his nation to the straight path. 

- Shirk is categorized into major and minor. The former is defined as setting 
rivals to Almighty Allaah whereas the latter is confined to acts designated 
as Shirk according to the Quran or the Sunnah without reaching the 
degree of major Shirk. They may be compared as follows: 

- The Major makes the persons entire deeds void, whereas the Minor only 
renders acts contaminated with impure intentions null and void. 

- While retainers of the Major Shirk will abide in Hell for eternity, 
perpetrators of Minor Shirk will not. 

- A perpetrator of Major Shirk is regarded as a repudiator of Islam while the 
holder of any act or form of minor Shirk is regarded as a Muslim. 
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Chapter 6 

(The Fundamentals of Islam & the Nullifiers of the Religion) 

 

Hypothetically speaking, suppose one day you are walking in the street, and you 
see a man that you’ve seen before but until now you don’t know anything about 
him, you stand next to him, but for some reason you choose not to speak to him, 
you want to be his friend, but you decide to just walk away without getting to 
know him. 
Question: When you walk away without getting to know him, would he remain a 
mysterious man to you? Yes, because you want to know him, but you don’t know 
him because you chose to walk just away. 
My point is that when an individual wants to get to know somebody there are 
three simple (W’s) that must be asked, and that is “WHO – WHAT – WHERE” 

Who are you? What do you do? Where are you from or where do you work? 
 

Naturally, when you want to get closer to someone, it is important that you get to 
know him. 
 

Allaah all-mighty introduces himself with these three W’s in Surat Al-Aaraf, V.54: 
 

َٰ٘ٙ عَيَٚ اىْعَشْػِ ُٝغْشِٜ ٌَ اعْزَ ًٍ ثُ َٝب َٗاىْؤَسْضَ فِٜ عِزَخِ أَ َٗادِ  ََب ُٔ اىَزِٛ خَيَقَ اىغَ ٌُ اىيَ َُ سَثَنُ ُٔ  إِ َٝطّْيُجُ َٖبسَ  َْ ْٞوَ اى اىيَ
َٗاىْ ُٔ اىْخَيْقُ  ِٓ ۗ أَىَب ىَ ٍْشِ ٍُغَخَشَادٍ ثِؤَ  ًَ َٗاىُْجُ٘ ََشَ  َٗاىْقَ َْظَ  َٗاىشَ َِحَثِٞثًب  َِٞ ُٔ سَةُ اىْعَبىَ ٍْشُ ۗ رَجَبسَكَ اىيَ ؤَ  

 

Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in Six Days, and 
then He (rose over) the Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty). He brings the 
night as a cover over the day, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars 
subjected to His Command. Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. 
Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 
 

Who is he? Indeed your Lord is Allaah.  
 

What does he do? He created the heavens and the earth in Six Days, He brings 
the night as a cover over the day, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars 
subjected to His Command.  
 

Where is he? عَيَٚ اىْعَشْػ َٰٙ٘ ٌَ اعْزَ  then he (rose over) the Throne (in a manner &  ثُ
that suits His Majesty) 
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Now you know what you need to know, so you know and you have the 
knowledge, and this means that Allaah is no longer mysterious. But a question 
remains unfolded, how did you get to know him? Was it by reading his book, or 
seeing his signs? It doesn’t matter either way, if you know Allaah, then that only 
means that you searched for him, and that is where seeking knowledge stands. 
 
 
The Prophet Muhammad said: "If anyone takes a road in search of knowledge, 
three things will happen as a benefit for this person: Allaah will cause him to 
travel on one of the roads of Jannah. The angels will lower their wings in their 
great pleasure with one who seeks knowledge. The inhabitants of the heavens 
and the Earth and (even) the fish in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the 
learned man. Now a question triggers my mind, I say…What kind of knowledge do 
you think the Prophet Muhammad is talking about, Knowledge of the latest 
blackberry, Knowledge of the newest range rover, or knowledge of something 
else? How about knowledge of Allaah, How about knowledge of Islaam, how 
about knowledge of the Prophet Muhammad? Isn’t this beneficial knowledge 
that we need to know? It is beneficial knowledge that we need to know, and that 
is where the fundamentals of Islaam stand. 
 

The Fundamentals of Islam are three, and they are as follows: 
 

- Knowledge of Allaah. 
- Knowledge of the Islamic religion. 
- Knowledge of the Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam). 

 

Now, why do we need knowledge of these three Fundamentals? Why? Because 
they are the first questions that the person is asked after death, in the Grave: 
Who is your Lord? مه ربك ؟ 

What is your religion?  ما ديىك؟ 

What did you used to say about the man named Muhammad? 

 ماذا كىت تقول في محمد؟

If the believer, in his first life believed, and followed, then he will be able to 
answer these questions. And if the person, disbelieved, rejected, or believed but 
didn’t follow, then he will not be able to answer any of these three questions.  
If he answers the three questions, then he has passed the test, and is admitted 
into Heaven, and if he fails to answer these questions, then he is of the losers and 
whoever fails the test will be admitted into Hell fire for eternity. 
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Allaah, the All-Powerful says in the Glorious Quran: 
 

َّ ََب رَشَمْذُ ۚ مَيَب ۚ إِ ََوُ صَبىِحًب فِٞ ُِ ﴿﴾ ىَعَيِٜ أَعْ ْ٘دُ قَبهَ سَةِ اسْجِعُ٘ ََ ٌُ اىْ ُٕ َٖب ۖ حَزَٰٚ إِرَا جَبءَ أَحَذَ َ٘ قَبئِيُ ُٕ ََخٌ  َٖب مَيِ
َُ ُٝجْعَثُ٘  ًِ ْ٘ َٝ ٌْ ثَشْصَخٌ إِىَٰٚ  ِٖ َٗسَائِ  ِْ ٍِ َٗ  

 

Until, when death comes to one of them (those who join partners with Allah), he 
says: "My Lord! Send me back, “So that I may do good in that which I have left 
behind!" No! (Allaah’s reply) It is but a word that he speaks, and behind them is 
Barzakh (a barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected- Al-Muminoon, V. 
99-100 
 

The Jannah that the believer is admitted to, isn’t the final Jannah that he will live 
in for eternity, and the Hell-fire that the disbeliever is admitted to isn’t the final 
Hell-fire that he will live in for eternity either, after death the soul lives in a Barrier 
between the final life and the first life, and if the person is admitted into Heaven 
while in the barrier, then he will be admitted into a greater Heaven when the Day 
of Resurrection comes, as for the disbeliever, when he enters the Hell-fire in the 
barrier, on the Day of Resurrection, the Hell-fire that he will live in for eternity will 
be much greater, and the punishment will be more painful. 
 

َٝزَغَ  ٌْ ٍِ ىَ ِْ ىَجَ ٍِ َٖبسٌ  ّْ َٗأَ  ٍِ ْٞشِ آعِ ٍَبءٍ غَ  ِْ ٍِ َٖبسٌ  ّْ َٖب أَ َُ ۖ فِٞ َُزَقُ٘ ُٗعِذَ اىْ ِْ ٍَثَوُ اىْجََْخِ اىَزِٜ  ٍِ َٖبسٌ  ّْ َٗأَ  ُٔ َُ َٞشْ طَعْ
ََ ِْ مُوِ اىثَ ٍِ َٖب  ٌْ فِٞ ُٖ َٗىَ ٍُصَفًٚ ۖ  ِْ عَغَوٍ  ٍِ َٖبسٌ  ّْ َٗأَ  َِ َْشٍ ىَزَحٍ ىِيشَبسِثِٞ َ٘ خَبىِذٌ خَ ُٕ  ِْ ََ ٌْ ۖ مَ ِٖ ِْ سَثِ ٍِ ٍَغْفِشَحٌ  َٗ شَادِ 

ٌْ ُٕ ٍْعَبءَ ًَب فَقَطَّعَ أَ َِٞ ٍَبءً حَ َٗعُقُ٘ا   فِٜ اىَْبسِ 

The description of Paradise which the Muttaqoon (pious) have been promised is 
that in it are rivers of water the taste and smell of which are not changed; rivers 
of milk of which the taste never changes; rivers of wine delicious to those who 
drink; and rivers of clarified honey (clear and pure) therein for them is every kind 
of fruit; and forgiveness from their Lord. (Are these) like those who shall dwell 
forever in the Fire, and be given, to drink, boiling water, so that it cuts up their 
bowels?- Muhammad, V.15 
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1
st

 Fundamental 
Knowledge of the Sustainer & Cherisher 
Knowing that, your Lord is your Sustainer and Cherisher who has nourished you 
and fostered you with his bounties. 
Knowing that, he is the only one who deserves to be worshipped, without 
ascribing partners to him. 

- Acknowledging him from his signs and the rest of his creation. Some of his 
signs are: 

- The day, the night, the sun, and the moon. Some of his creations are: 
- The seven skies, the Earth, and everything in between. 

  

2
ND

 Fundamental 
- Knowledge of the Islamic religion, the only religion that is accepted from 

Allaah. Islam is, Submission of one’s will to Allaah alone, worshipping him, 
and negation of all false deities. 

The levels of the religion are three: 
 
3rd Fundamental 
Knowledge of the Prophet Muhammad 

His name and background: 
He is Muhammad son of Abdullah son of Abdulmuttalib son of Hashim, and 
Hashim is from Quraysh, Quraysh are of the Arabs, the Arabs are of the 
descendants of Ismael the son of Ibrahim peace be upon them both.  
He was 63 years old, forty years before prophet hood, and twenty three years as a 
Messenger and Prophet. 
He was Prophesized with (Iqraa’), and was sent with (Al-Muddatthir), and both 
are revelations which you will find in the Quran. 
His Country: Makkah. 
His Migration: Madinah. 
His invitation: 
Allaah sent him as a warner for the polytheists and a caller to Tawheed. 
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Hence, this leaves us with a few issues that need to be understood: 
 

1) What happens with Mankind after Death? 

The human’s soul will remain in the Barzakh “The Barrier” until the Day of 
Resurrection, and when the trumpet is blown by Allaah’s Angel “Israfil” every 
living thing will die, and it will be blown once again, and everything that died will 
resurrect. 
  
2) Why is it called The Day of Resurrection? 

It is called Day of Resurrection because every human being and living thing that 
died will be resurrected on that Day. 
  
3) Then why is it called The Day of Judgment? 

It is also called The Day of Judgment because everything that resurrects on that 
Day will be Judged by The Creator, and if the living person has lived according to 
the Creator's laws, then he will be on the safe side, but if the resurrected person 
has lived his first life according to any other law and disregarded the Creator's law, 
then his Judgment will result in punishment. 
 

4) What are a few clear signs that prove that the world will end  
- Each day is 24 hours, and after the 24 hours are over the Day Ends. 
- There are four seasons, each season lasts about 3 months, then as the new 
season comes in the previous one is put to an end. 
- Humans are born, they grow, they become mature, and they get old, and die; 
some die young, and others die old but at the end all lives come to an end. 
 

5) What happens if I turn away from Allaah’s religion? 
 

ٍَخِ   َٞب ًَ اىْقِ ْ٘ َٝ  ُٓ َّحْشُشُ َٗ ْْنًب  ٍَعِٞشَخً ضَ  ُٔ َُ ىَ ِْ رِمْشِٛ فَإِ ِْ أَعْشَضَ عَ ٍَ َٗ  

﴿ ََٰٚ ٌَ حَشَشْر٣٢١َِْٜأَعْ ْْذُ ثَصِٞشًا ﴿ ﴾ قَبهَ سَةِ ىِ َٗقَذْ مُ  ََٰٚ ﴾ ٣٢١أَعْ  

َٗمَزَ قَبهَ مَزَ َٖب ۖ  َْغِٞزَ َْب فَ َٝبرُ ْْغَٰٚ  ٰىِلَ أَرَزْلَ آ ًَ رُ ْ٘ َٞ ٰىِلَ اىْ  
124. "But whosoever turns away from My Reminder (i.e. neither believes in this 
Quran nor acts on Its orders, etc.) Verily, for him is a life of hardship, and we shall 
raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection. “He will say:"O my Lord! Why have 
you raised me up blind, while I had sight (before)." (Allah) will say: "Like this, Our 
Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, Came unto you, but 
you disregarded them (i.e. you left them, did not think deeply in them, and you 
turned away from them), and so this Day, you will be neglected (in the Hell-fire, 
away from Allahs Mercy)." 
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Overall, if knowing general things is just a great way to live life, imagine how great 
it is to know things regarding your religion, your Deen, which is your whole way of 
life, imagine that. 
 

There is nothing greater than seeking knowledge of Islam and knowing its 
fundamentals, and if you realize that you are one of those who are truly seeking 
knowledge, then know that you are a lucky man, who is close to Allaah, because 
you kept  balance between both, dunya and Akhira. 
However, the Kuffar only know things of this dunya, if you ask him about Akhira 
he knows nothing. 
 

Allaah says: 
 َُ ٌْ غَبفِيُ٘ ُٕ ِِ اىْآخِشَحِ  ٌْ عَ ُٕ َٗ َٞب  ّْ َٞبحِ اىذُ َِ اىْحَ ٍِ ِٕشًا  َُ ظَب َُ٘ َٝعْيَ  

They know only the outside appearance of the life of the world (i.e. the matters 
of their livelihood) and they are heedless of the Hereafter. 
 
 

The Nullifiers of the Religion with proofs 
 

There are plenty of nullifiers of Islam, but the most dangerous ones are 
ten, and they are as follows: 
 

1. Shirk “Polytheism”. 
 

ۚ  
Verily! Allaah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners in worship with Him, 

but He forgives whom he pleases sins other than that, and whoever sets up 

partners in worship with Allaah, has indeed strayed far away- An-nisaa’, v. 115 

 
2. Placing intermediaries between one’s self and Allaah, calling unto 

them and asking intercession from them, and asking reliance in them. 
 

3. Not holding the polytheists to be disbelievers, or having doubt 
about their disbelief or considering their ways and beliefs to be 
correct. 
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4. The belief that there is an existing guidance that is more complete 
than the Prophet Muhammad’s (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam). 
 

5. Hating something that the Messenger came with, even though the 
person may act upon it, he has still disbelieved. 
 

6. Mocking or ridiculing any part of the Messenger’s Religion or its 
rewards and punishments. 
 

 

Say: "Was it at Allaah, and His Ayat (proofs, evidences) and His Messenger that 

you were mocking?" Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had 

believed- At-toubah, V.65 

 
 

7. Sorcery, which includes magic spells that cause a person to hate 
something he seeks after or love something he doesn’t seek after, 
performing it or being pleased with it both are nullifiers. 

 

 

Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching 

men magic- Al-Baqara, V.102 

 
 

8. Supporting and assisting the polytheists against the Muslims. 
 

ۗ  

And if any amongst you takes them as Auliya, then surely he is one of them. 

Verily, Allaah guides not those people who are the Zalimoon (polytheists and 

wrongdoers and unjust)- Al-Maeda, V.51 

 

9. Believing that it is permitted for some people to be free of 
implementing the Sharee’ah (Islamic law) of Muhammad (Salla 
Allaahu alayhi wa sallam). 
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And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, 

and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers- Al-Imran, V.85 

 

10.  Turning away from Allaah’s religion, not learning it or 
implementing it. 

 

ۚ  

And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of the Ayat (proofs, 

evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of his Lord, then he turns aside 

therefrom? Verily, We shall exact retribution from the Mujrimoon (criminals, 

disbelievers, polytheists, sinners, etc.)- As-sajda, V.22 
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Chapter 7 

(Kufr) 

Kufr “Infidelity” 

Terminology 

Kafir “Male infidel”, Kafira “Female infidel”, Kuffar/ Kafireen/ 

Kafiroon “Plural Infidels” 

The All-mighty Allaah says in the glorious Quran: 

 

The Day when man will see that (the deeds) which his hands have sent forth, and 
the infidel will say: "Woe to me! Would that were dust!" – An-naba’, v.29 

 

Note 

All creatures will resurrect on the Day of Recompense, Mankind, Jinn, animals, 

and even insects, and then Allaah commands the animals to turn into dust, and 

when the infidels see this they will say: Woe to me, i wish that I were dust.  

What is Kufr “infidelity”? And how many types of Kufr exist? 

 

Kufr “Infidelity” 
 

Linguistically To cover up. 

Religiously Anything that is against Islam. 

 

Types of Kufr 
Major Kufr 

Minor Kufr 
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Major Kufr: 

It is the Disbelief in Allaah and his messengers either with or without 

denying. 

 

The Ruling of Major Kufr: 

It expels the person from Islam. 

 

Sections of Major Kufr: 

 

 
1. The Kufr of Denial. 

 

 

ۚ

 

 
And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allaah or denies the 
truth (Muhammad and his doctrine of Islamic Monotheism and this Quran), when 
it comes to him? Is there not a dwelling in Hell for disbelievers (in the Oneness of 
Allaah and in His Messenger Muhammad)? Al-Ankabut, V.68 
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2. The Kufr of Arrogance. 

 

 

  

 
And (remember) when we said to the angels: “Prostrate your selves before 
Adam.” And they prostrated except Iblis (Satan), he refused and was proud and 
was one of the disbelievers (disobedient to Allaah). Al-Baqara, V.34 

 

 

 

 
3. The Kufr of Doubt. 

 

 

 

 
And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride and disbelief) unjust to 
himself. He said: “I think not that this will ever perish. “And I think not the Hour 
will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, (on the Day of 
Resurrection), I surely shall find better than this when I return to Him.”– Al-Kahf, V. 

35-38 
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4. The Kufr of Aversion. (Noah’s Story) 

 

 

 

 
But those who disbelieve turn away from that whereof they are warned-  
Al-Ahqaf, V.3 

 

 
5. The Kufr of Hypocrisy. 

 

 

  

 
That is because they believed, then disbelieved, therefore their hearts are sealed, 
so they understand not- Al-Munafiqoon, V.3 

 

 

Minor Kufr: 

It is the disobedient act that was identified as Kufr in the Quran and in The 

Sunnah, and hasn’t been mentioned as Major Kufr. 

The Ruling of Minor Kufr: 

It is haram “unlawful”, and it is of the major sins, but does not expel the 

person from Islam. 
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Examples of Minor Kufr: 

 
1. The Kufr of Grace. 

 

 

 

  
And Allaah puts forward the example of a township (Makkah), that dwelt secure 
and well content; its provision coming to it in abundance from every place, but it 
(its people) denied the Favors of Allaah (with ungratefulness). So Allaah made it 
taste the extreme of hunger (famine) and fear, because of that (evil, i.e. denying 
Prophet Muhammad) which they (its people) used to do- An-nahl, V.112 

 

Note: 

When mankind is graced with Allaah’s bounties, and denies that Allaah is 

the one who bestowed that grace upon them, Allaah doesn’t let that grace 

last long, he punishes them with hunger and fear for what they have 

denied, and takes that grace away from them due to their disbelief. 

 

 

 
2. A Muslim killing another Muslim. 

 

 

  

'Abdullah narrated that: The Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa sallam) 
said, "Abusing a Muslim is Fusuq (an evil doing) and killing him is Kufr (disbelief)." 
Volume 1, Book 2, Number 46 

 

http://www.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=5079
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3. Attacking someone’s lineage. 

 

 

  

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa 
sallam) said, “Two things people do have disbelief in them: attacking lineage of 
others…” (Muslim) 

 

 
4. Wailing over the dead. 

 

 

  

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa 
sallam) said, “Two things people do have disbelief in them: ……….., and wailing 
over the dead” (Muslim) 
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Chapter 8 

(Nifaq) 

 

Nifaq “hypocrisy” 

Terminology 

Munafiq “hypocrite”, Munafiqa “Female hypocrite” 

Munafiqoon/Munafiqeen “Male Hypocrites”, Munafiqat “Female 

hypocrites”. 

The All-mighty Allaah says in the glorious Quran: 

ۚ

ۚۗ

ۚۚۖ  

The hypocrites, men and women, are from one another, they enjoin (on the 
people) Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief and polytheism of all kinds and all that Islam has 
forbidden), and forbid (people) from Al-Maroof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all 
that Islam orders one to do), and they close their hands (from giving (spending in 
Allaah’s Cause) They have forgotten Allaah, so He has forgotten them. Verily, the 
hypocrites are the Fasiqoon (rebellious, disobedient to Allaah). Allaah has 
promised the hypocrites; men and women, and the disbelievers, the Fire of Hell, 
therein shall they abide. It will suffice them. Allah has cursed them and for them 
is the lasting torment. 
 

Note: 

A hypocrite is characterized by enjoining evil on people and forbidding good, 

which is the opposite of what a Muslim does, hypocrites are the biggest enemies 

of Islam, and for them will be nothing but Hell fire for eternity. 
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What is Nifaq “hypocrisy”? And how many types of Nifaq exist? 

 

Nifaq “hypocrisy” 
 

Linguistically Hiding something and keeping it mysterious 

Religiously Showing others that one is a Muslim while 
hiding his disbelief. 

 

Sections of Nifaq 
Doctrinal Major Nifaq 

Practical Minor Nifaq 

 

Doctrinal Major Nifaq: 

It is the Major Nifaq where the one who upholds it displays Islam and 

conceals infidelity or Polytheism. 

The Ruling of Major Nifaq: 

This type constitutes absolute apostasy, and condemns those who uphold 

it to the lowest level of Hell-Fire. 

Types of Doctrinal Major Nifaq: 

1. Denying the Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa sallam). 

2. Denying some of the Prophet’s teachings. 

3. Hating the Messenger (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam). 

4. Hating some of what the Messenger (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa 

Sallam) was sent with. 

5. Rejoicing over the decline of the Deen of the Messenger (Salla 

Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam). (Being happy that Islam is falling). 

6. Resenting the prevalence of the Deen of the Messenger (Salla 

Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam). (Hating that Islam is defeating other 

religions).  
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Practical Minor Nifaq: 

That is one who possess a trait of the hypocrites while retaining faith in the 

heart. 

The Ruling of Minor Nifaq: 

This doesn’t constitute apostasy, but it is considered as a means to it. A 

person who upholds it combines both, faith and hypocrisy. When the latter 

prevails, he becomes a sheer hypocrite. 

Examples of Practical Minor Nifaq: 

1. Telling lies. 

2. Breaking promises. 

3. Betraying entrustments. 

4. Behaving treacherously in a treaty. 

5. Behaving immorally when disputing. 

6. Being lazy to attend congregational prayer in the Masjid. 

7. Showing off his good deeds. 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wa Sallam) said: "Four 

traits, whoever possesses them is a sheer hypocrite. And whoever 

possesses one of them would possess a trait of hypocrisy until he 

relinquishes it. When he is entrusted, he betrays trust, and when he 

speaks, he lies, when he enters into a treaty, he behaves treacherously, 

and when he disputes with others, he behaves immorally." [Agreed upon] 

A person, who combines these traits, has indeed combined all evil and all 

the traits of hypocrisy. But he who has one of them, he possesses a trait of 

hypocrisy. A person may possess traits of both goodness and evil, as well 

as Eemaan, Kufr and hypocrisy, he would deserve rewards and 

punishment in accordance with the traits which necessitates wither of 

them, such as being lazy to attend congregational prayer in the Masjid, for 

this is a hypocrite's behavior. Hypocrisy is evil and very dangerous of 

which the Companions were scared. Ibn Abi Malikah said: "I have met 
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thirty of the Companions of the Messenger (Sallallahu alaihi wa-sallam), all 

of whom were afraid of falling into hypocrisy." 

The All-mighty Allaah says in the glorious Quran: 

ۚ

 

So let not their wealth or their children amaze you (O Muhammad); in reality 
Allaah’s Plan is to punish them with these things in the life of the this world, and 
that their souls shall depart (die) while they are disbelievers. They swear by 
Allaah that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they are a people 
(hypocrites) who are afraid (that you may kill them). 
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Chapter 9 

(Al-Wala’ & Al-Bara’: The Love & Hate for Allaah’s sake) 

 

Al Wala' Wal Bara' is an Arabic phrase. Within the context of Islam, the phrase 

means, on one hand, drawing near to what is pleasing to Allaah and His 

Messenger and, on the other hand, withdrawing from what is displeasing to 

Allaah and His Messenger (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wasallam). 

 

What does this love and enmity exactly mean?  

1. Al-Wala’: Loving for the sake of Allaah means to love Allaah and to show 

loyalty to Him by following His Sharia. It means to love all that is good and 

permissible in the Quran and Sunnah.  

- This type of love requires one to defend Allâh’s Deen and to preserve it. It 

is to love those who are obedient to Allaah and to defend and assist them.  

 

2. Al-Bara’: Enmity for the sake of Allaah signifies showing anger towards those 

who oppose Allaah, His Messenger (Sallallahu alaihi wasallam), His Deen, and the 

believers.  

- It is to struggle and fight against them in order to uphold and spread the 

way of Allaah and His Messenger (Sallallahu alaihi wasallam). There is a 

brilliant example of this in Ibrahim (alaihi-salaam), as narrated by Allaah in 

the Quran:  
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Allaah Al-mighty says in the Glorious Quran: 

 

 

 
 

There is a good example for you in Ibrahim and those with him when they told 
their people: Surely, we disassociate ourselves from you and all that you worship 
beside Allaah. We have done with you. And there has arisen between us and you 
enmity and hate forever until you believe in Allaah Alone. Al-Mumtahinah V.4 

 
 

The Importance of Wala’ & Bara’ 

1. It is considered an Islamic Fundamental. 

2. It is the tightest bond of faith. 

3. It is from Millat Ibrahim and Millat Muhammad peace be upon them both. 

 

The Sections of Wala’ 

There are two sections of Wala’: 

1. Tawalli. 

2. Muwalaa. 

 

Tawalli means loving Shirk (polytheism) and the Polytheists, loving Kufr 

(Infidelity) and the Kuffar, defeating the Muslims and being on the side of the 

enemies. 

The Ruling of Tawalli-  

It is considered Major Kufr and its person is an apostate. 
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The Proof to that is Allaah’s saying: 

 

And if any amongst you takes them as Auliya, then surely he is one of them-  

Al-Maeda, V.51 

Muwalaa means loving the Kuffar and the Mushrikeen for worldly benefits, and 

without defeating the Muslims and being on the side of the enemies. 

The Ruling of Muwalaa-  

It is lawful, and is of the great sins. 

The Proof to that is Allaah’s saying: 

 

O you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies (i.e. disbelievers and 
polytheists, etc.) as friends, showing affection towards them- Al-Mumtahinah, V.1 

 

Signs of Muwalaa of al-Kuffar 

1) Dressing like them, and speaking as they speak. 

2) Travelling to their countries for pleasure. 

3) Living in their countries while you can live in an Islamic country. 

4) Being involved in their holidays, or helping them celebrating it. 

5) Naming one’s self or children a non-Muslim name. 
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Types of people and their right as to amity and hate 

People in Al-Wala’ and Al-Bara’ are of three kinds: 

1. Those who should be loved completely without any hate. They are the 

genuine, faithful believers such as the prophets, the siddiqun (those 

followers of the prophets who were first and foremost to believe in them 

like Abu Bakr as-sideeq), the martyrs and the righteous starting first with 

Prophet Muhammad (Salla Allaahu Alayhi wasallam) whose love is 

obligatory more than loving one’s self, sons, parents and the rest of 

mankind. Second, loving the wives of the prophet (Salla Allaahu Alayhi 

wasallam) “the mothers of believers”, and his companions. 

 

2. Those who should be hated completely without any love at all. Those 

who are the non-believers, the hypocrites and the polytheists. 

 

3. Those who should be loved in one way and hated in another way. Those 

which love and hate are joined amongst them, they are the ones who are 

Muslims but they committed major sins. So, they should be loved for their 

faith and hated for the sins they committed. Loving them requires advising 

them to be righteous and directing them to the right path. But they 

committed a sin, we should advise them to quit and repent to Allaah. Also 

it is forbidden to see them commit a sin without telling them to stop it but 

we should not hate them completely without any love because they 

committed a major sin. 
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Chapter 10 

(Al-ibadah – The Worship) 

 

What does Ibadah mean? 

Linguistically, the term Ibadah in Arabic dictionary means submission or 

surrender. 

Religiously, it incorporates many definitions as follows: 

Ibn Taymiya defined worship as: “It is a comprehensive term that encompasses 

all what Allaah loves of words and deeds whether inward or outward.” 

Ibn ul-Qayyim said: “Worship is the utmost degrees of love to Allaah while 

accompanied by complete surrender.” 

Sheikh ibn Sa’di gave many definitions to the term Ibadah including: “love and 

submission to Allaah are the essence and core of worship. The complete love and 

submission to Allaah is the reality of worship. If these two concepts or any of 

them is missed, it is not considered a true worship. This is because submitting 

oneself to Allaah is the core of worship which cannot be achieved except through 

a perfect love out of which the love of everything else follows.” 

 

The pillars of Al-Ibadah 

1. The love. 

2. The fear. 

3. The hope. 

 

The Conditions of Allaah accepting one’s worship 

1. Ikhlas “Sincerity.” 

2. Worshipping Allaah as the Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him did. 
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Proof from Qur’an and authentic Hadith on these two 

conditions- 

Proof on Sincerity 

 

And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allah, and worship none 
but Him alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him) – Al-Bayyina V. 5 
 

Proof on following the Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him 

Allaah's Apostle peace be upon him said, "If somebody innovates something 
which is not in harmony with the principles of our religion, that thing is rejected" 
Hadith - Bukhari, Volume 3, Book 49, Number 861. Narrated Aisha 

 

Al-Ibadah is of two types- 

1. Universal Worship – it is the submission to Allaah’s universal 

command, and it consists of both, the believer and the disbeliever; 

Meaning that everyone in the universe is a slave of Allaah due to them 

being created by him. 

Proof from Qur’an of Universal Worship- 

 
There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Beneficent (Allah) 
as a slave – Maryam, V. 93 
 

2. Legal Worship – It is the submission to Allaah’s lawful commands, like 

the prayers, fasting, and well behaving, Etc… 

Proof of legal worship- 

 
And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Allah) are those who walk on the earth in 
humility and sedateness- Al-Furqan, V. 63 
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Important rule in Tawheed of Worship- 

Any action that is considered Ibadah must be devoted to Allaah alone otherwise 

the action would be considered worshipping someone else, which is Shirk. 

Proof on Tawheed of Worship- 

 

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him – Al-Israa’ V. 23 
 

Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship - An-Nisaa’ V. 36 
 

Examples 

Supplication is worship; supplicating to other than Allaah is considered 

associating partners with him, which is Shirk. 

Fear is worship; fearing other than Allaah in things that only Allaah deserves to be 

feared from is Shirk. 

 

 

 

 

 

The End 

  

 

 

 


