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Introduction

All praise is for Allah, Lord of all that exists. O Allah, send
prayers and salutations upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, his companions, and all those who follow his
way until the Last Day.

Allah (&) said:
A A o NE Y el & T ol et B
4@ 30 5l 58 Ls S
“Say: 'O ‘Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed
against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)!
Despair not of the Mercy of Alldh, Verily Alldh forgives
all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”™"}

Indeed, Alldh (&) has opened the door of repentance to
every sinner. The Prophet () said:

B NG @ S B G an g 00 @l

“O people, repent to Alldh (3&), for indeed, 1 repent to
Allgh (28) 100 times every day.”™

[tis truly encouraging to know that the door to repentance
is always open, but what is more, Alldh (&) is actually
happy when one of His slaves repents. It is important to
note here that the keys to repentance are that a sinner must

e
21 Qur'én 39:53.
1 Muslim: 2702.
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desist from his sin, feel regret for having perpetrated it, and
then make a firm resolve not to return to it.

Who among us does not sin? And who among us does all
that is required of him in the religion? It is an undeniable
fact that we all have shortcomings; what distinguishes
some of us from the others, what raises some of us above
the others, is that the successful ones among us are those
who repent their sins and ask Alldh () to forgive them.
Sadly, some people are guilty of thinking in this manner:
“Those I see around me perpetrate minor sins, while I am
guilty of perpetrating major sins, so what is the use of
repenting!” True, such a person does well by finding fault
with his own self, yet he makes a grave, ruinous error
when he loses hope, when he underestimates Allah’s
Forgiveness and Mercy. To be sure, the door of
repentance is open both to the perpetrator of minor sins
and to the perpetrator of major sins. In regard to
repentance, the following beautiful Hadith should
inspire hope in us all: Ibn Mas‘Gd (<) narrated that the
Prophet (&%) said:

o\

Haly 46 B 555 o5k 05 425 5 o 135 il
AN I 1 R A SR HAR TN o3
S8 SB 2l o @G Gl & ) 0T 16
5155 41535 SUD s al) dte Elo g i) Ben G 2 I
gl 135 3 a0 e 135 25 A5T 26 2l

(o313
“Indeed, Allah is more happy with the repentance of His
slave than a man who stops in a barren, desolate land;
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with him he has his riding animal. He then goes to sleep.
When he wakes up, (he realizes that) his mount is gone.
He searches out for it until he is on the verge of dying (for
the mount was carrying his supplies and provisions). He
then says, ‘I will return to the place wherein I lost it, and I
will die there.” He went to that place, and he was then
overcome by sleep. When he woke up, his mount was
(standing) right beside his head: on it (still) was his food,
his drink, his provisions, and the things he needed. Alldh
is more happy with the repentance of his believing slave
than the aforementioned man when (he finds) his mount
and his provisions.”m

This Hadith clearly illustrates that no one should become
so hopeless that he refrains from repenting to Allah (3%).
In the early pages of this book, I will relate to you some
stories that illustrate the vastness of Alldh’s Mercy. Glad
tidings, then, to every Muslim who constantly and
consistently hastens to repent to Alldh (¥) and to ask
for His Forgiveness.
I sincerely hope that you will benefit from this book. And
[ ask Alldh (48) to grant all of us knowledge, action, and
success in both abodes - the abode of this world and the
eternal abode of the Hereafter.
The author,
Muhammad Abduh Mughawiri

B
M Al-Bukhari: 6308 and Muslim: 2744
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The Mercy of Allah

12

To all confused and hopeless souls do I present this
Hadith, which makes clear to us the vast Mercy of Allah

(¥%) and encourages us to repent to Him:

Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (4:) narrated that the Prophet (&%) said:

z 5 -
5 -~
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“Among those who came before you was a man who killed

[,
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99 people. He then asked to be guided to the most prolific
worshiper from the inhabitants of earth, and he was
directed to a monk. He went to him and told him that he
had killed 99 people, and he asked whether it was possible
for him to repent. The Monk said, ‘No.” The man killed
him, thus making him his 100th (victim). He then asked
to be directed to the most knowledgeable of earth’s
inhabitants, and he was guided to a scholar. He went to
him and told him that he had killed 100 people, and he
asked whether it was possible for him to repent. The
scholar said, “Yes, and who will stand between you and
repentance. Go to such and such land, for in it dwell a
people who worship Allah (3), so go and worship Allah
(38) with them. And do not return to your land, for it is
indeed a land of evil.” He left, and when he reached the
halfway point of his journey, he died. The angels of Mercy
and the angels of Punishment disputed with one another
(in regard to his case). The angels of Mercy said, ‘He came
to us repentant, advancing with his heart towards Allah
(38).” But the angels of Punishment said, ‘Indeed, he
never performed any good deeds.” Then an angel came in
the form of a human being, and both groups of angels
asked him to judge between them. He said, "Measure the
distance between the two lands. Whichever land he is
closer to is the land that he is closer to (in terms of being of
its people). They then measured the distance and found
that he was closer to the land that he was heading
towards, and so it was the angels of Mercy who then took
his soul.” ™!

Al-Bukhari: 3470 and Muslim: 2766.



