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Bilal, the Abyssinian
FOREWARD

Hypocrisy is living well in the West. How else doene
explain the demonization of Islam, a culture ofqeegiety and
enlightenment by cynics in the Occident? While ynasestern
societies found escape from tyranny through pitctwedfare
and violent revolution, they have been quick torgdhe use of
even vaguely similar remedies to liberate oppregsedples
throughout the world and have, in fact, supporteal politics,
policies and methods of criminally repressive reggnto their
own selfish ends. The tragic irony is that Muslinawve suffered
exponentially at the hands of westerners, whosewnatimg 13
century ancestors found escape from the Dark Agdy o
through gifts bestowed upon them by Muslim schelars
scientists, artisans and theologians. The genfudluslim
polymaths, from al-Farabi to ibn Sina, al-Kindi tbn al-
Haythem, ibn Rushd to al-Ghazzali are precious sliapwater
in an ocean of Islamic scientists and philosophkédrsse ideas
quite literally swept a stagnant, reactionary Eerogo its much
cherished Renaissance.

Keystone methods and modes of thought as well as
institutions, libraries, hospitals and universitiggurished in
Europe after being introduced by Muslims. Resulyant
Europeans incurred a cultural debt to Islam thexehzeen loath
to repay, choosing instead to slant, distort oroignislamic
influences in their great revival rather than emhbrg this
fundamental truth: medieval Europe needed Muslio&ick
start their science, art and culture, much as tddey may need
Islam to avert their rather advanced moral andtgpirdecline.
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One of the hallmarks of western repression isIthsion
that “race,” supposedly expressed as physical cterstics like
skin color, eye shape and hair texture among aqtleensfers
superiority or inferiority on individuals, rendegrthem ripe for
systematic, generational exploitation, sometimegsh wihe
blessing of religious authorities. Church sanctbrracism
validated the Crusades; religion underwrote Colusigobrutal
genocide of native populations in the New World anovided
the template for future conquests and the scourdge
imperialism; Christian missionaries, who gave dadoples
their Bibles in exchange for their lands, were bsltlhck troops
and the spiritual tricksters who prepared nativeubations to
accept lingering colonialism as salvation; churtlapels were
integral to the slave castles that lined the GulfGuinea;
segregation and apartheid both enjoyed church stppo
America and South Africa; secular Israel defiledala tradition
with deadly intent in the Holy Lands. In westeiants, religion
has often been a bludgeon supporting the murddrgpscrisy
of racial supremacy and its destructive global neac

Despite the Abrahamic faiths—Judaism, Christiaaityg
Islam—insistence on the indisputable Oneness oCtleator, of
creation and of humankind, Islam is unique amoregnthn its
historical demonstration of social and ethnic eqydtom the
time of our Noble Prophet Muhammad (p) to now. Mlhe
ordering of societies along supposedly “racialebrhas sullied
the very heart and soul of western cultures, tineless message
of Islam, articulated on the tongue and in the difehe Prophet
(p), brought the legislation of equality to the N faithful,
who in turn introduced it, through faith and preeti to the
world. No better example of brotherly love’s tre@sdence
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over socio-ethnic differences exists than that hed virtuous
Prophet of Islam’s long and fruitful relationshipithv an
Abyssinian slave he chose as the first Mustwradth-dthin or
caller to prayer, Bilal ibn Rabah (r). It is taghstoried bond
between the Prophet (p) and a most faithful Belighat our
noted scholar and beloved teacher, Dr. Abdur-Raheh&Mmeha,
turns his attention to illuminate the braided stismf Muslim
law and pristine Islamic practice. The result isnamorable
narrative as bountiful in its assembly of Quramd & raditional
proofs of Islamic equality and tolerance as itnsestablishing
the ascension and triumph of the African Bilal owecipient
Arab racialism and bigotry.

Dr. al-Sheha’s reverent examination of the lifetiog
virtuous Bilal is buttressed by wholly engaging,hclarly
commentaries on equality in Islam and unity of hoknad. His
writing is made more attractive by the power of @igity as he
deftly makes the liberating point, citing copiousdence from
the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of our HonorablepReb (p),
that piety, or its lack, confers either honor ashainor on each
of us. Expanding on this encompassing theme oéldéguhe
firmly underscores both the necessity and the mesipdity of
equality under law (Shari'ah) which both rewardsl aunishes
in equal measure, sanctifies the blood of the Musls well as
his/her property and belongings, grants equal acte#llah’s
bounties and rites of worship. These principleijrsnly rooted
in Islamic culture, are bedrock to the faithful apvide a
tangible framework for the poignant story of Bildle model of
faith and forbearance; Bilal, the calm, the resglBilal, the
companion of the Holy Prophet (p); Bilal, the baofeBani
Jumah and Umayyah ibn Khalaf; Bilal, whom Dr. akBa
reminds us, “honored not only Islam, but all huihah And of
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whom ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (r), when speaking of ABakr,
Sheikh al-Sheha further discloses, would say, “Sakr is our
master and the emancipator of our master.” Thes&nsents,
among countless others affirming and reaffirmingenth
conferring the title of “Master” on a former slaveast the
notion of equality—in cellular form—within the Musi
ummah. So that Islam, unlike other world religiohgs not
suffered the divisive contradiction of segregateatship, as is
clearly witnessed daily irmasajid or mosques worldwide,
where the ranks of prayerful believers assembléowit regard
to “race,” class or caste. Or where the anhag| or pilgrimage
to the Muslim holy sites, the largest annual pitgage in the
world, is a viable, vital testimony to the strengthe beauty of
Muslim equality, unity and faith.

With this outstanding treatment of the life and iabc
significance of Bilal ibn Rabah’s position withihe Prophet’'s
contemporaries, even the most cynical of criticxasved by
Sheikh al-Sheha’s spirited accounts of the devaiomclusion
exemplified by Muhammad (p) and his Companionagthey
established the first Islamic Republic based sabelyhe Qur’an
and the Traditions of the Prophet (p), traditiorigcl are firmly
in place today and give lie, in the most basic famtlamental of
ways, to crass charges of Muslims as “terrorists,”
“Europhobic,”misogynists,” and “tyrants.” On theontrary,
Islamic culture, firmly rooted in equality and bnethood,
stands in the light of history as a way to Peaagh bn this
world, and in the world to come.

Truth is the enemy of hypocrisy. This latest wbykDr.
al-Sheha, in casting light on the exemplary, huntifdeof Bilal
ibn Rabah (r), honorable friend of the Prophet Muhead (p),
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lends itself to the continuing global dialogue tphald the
dynamic elements of the world’s fastest growingdgreh, and
breathes life into the idea of piety as an achievalay of life.

Professor Kamal Hassan Ali
Westfield State College
December 30, 2009
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Introduction

A society is doomed to failure when it is based on
ignorance and anarchy. This fact becomes more appamhen
people are void of moral conduct and racial tengamgh. In a
society like this, the strong will oppress the weald the rich
will exploit the poor. Under circumstances such thsse,
Prophet Muhammag® came forth to mankind with the Message
of Islanf. It spread rapidly. At first, many rejected it amikd
their best to stop it from spreading. Oppressomakquite well
that this meant an end to their reigns over theeg#n
population. Islam, the Message of God, frees the# @od mind
from being enslaved to any individual.

One of the key characteristics of the Message lafgs
that it instructs people to seek education andcsd aside all vile
acts. Racial supremacy -in all of its forms- wasngished, for
all people stand equal before God Almighty. Supéyip
according to Islam, is not achieved by one’s colace and
ethnic origin; on the contrary, it is only achieviough piety.
The more one is God-fearing, the more beloved #reyto God.

! Some translate it as 'peace be upon him'. Thislaton is incorrect; the
correct translation is, may Allah exalt his mentiamd render him and his
household safe and secure from every derogatang.thi

2 |slam is a way of life, which is both private apdblic. It is an inclusive
term meaning: acts of worship, political practieeyd a detailed code of
conduct, including hygiene or etiquette matters.

8



Bilal the Abyssinian — One Light, Many Colors

Chapter 1: Other Systems

A Muslim stands firm to fight all forms of oppressi
immoral behavior and ignorance. Racial tensiongdbas skin
color, race and sex dissipate in Islam. These koc#adies
were very common in the pre-Islami¢akkan society, as they
are today in the West.

Before the advent of Islam people worshipped idoézle
from stone or wood. It was quite common for a perso
enslave his fellow brother-in-humanity in laboricsshemes to
exhaust him financially and physically. The Proppetlarified
that no one was superior to another; all were efjadre God.
The Prophep said:

“O people! Indeed your God is one, your father is e,
and there is no superiority to an Arab over a non-Aab
or to a non-Arab over an Arab. A red skinned person
is not superior to a black skinned person, nor is élack

skinned person superior to a red skinned person.”
(Ahmed)

Brahman India

The scriptures used by the Brahman Indians cleadie
mention of a caste system whereby some peoplecargdered
superior to others. According to them, Brahma ewathe
Brahmin people from his mouth. He created Kisdatriyafrom
his arm and th&aishyafrom his thigh and th&hudrafrom his
feet. At the top of this fourfold system is the Bman and at the
bottom is theShudra According to their scriptures;One
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occupation only the lord prescribed to the Shudra serve
meekly even these (other) three castes [varnas”.

Ancient Greece and Rome

In Ancient Greece and Rome the nobles believed
themselves to be created from a substance unléteoftthe rest
of creation who they called ‘BarbariafsAristotle spoke of the
Barbarians in a very detrimental manner, sayifigpe nature
of a barbarian and a slave is one and the samé.”

He also said:“The lower animals cannot even
apprehend a principle; they obey their instincts. Mture
would like to distinguish between the bodies of femen and
slaves, making the one strong for servile labor, & other
upright, and although useless for such services, efsl for
political life in the arts both of war and peace. Ad doubtless
if men differed from one another in the mere formsof their
bodies as much as the statues of the Gods do fromem all
would acknowledge that the inferior class should bslaves of
the superior.”

Jews and Christians

The Jews and Christians -before the advent of Iskaw
themselves as the chosen family of God. They betiev

% This term refers to the following meanings, "uneréd”, "uncivilized" or
"speaker of a foreign language".

* Republic for Aristotle volume 1.

® Book 1, chapter V of ‘The Politics’.
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themselves to be special. They gave the nayeetoshav® to
anyone else, whether they were atheists or geneoal
believers. They claimed that they were the only soméo
deserved to be served, so they exploited otheomatiAllah
clarifies this in the Quran saying:

“And among the People of the Scripture is he whof i
you entrust him with a great amount [of wealth], he
will return it to you. And among them is he who, ifyou
entrust him with a [single] silver coin, he will nd
return it to you unless you are constantly standingver
him [demanding it]. That is because they say, ‘Theris
no blame upon us concerning the unlearned.’And

they speak untruth about Allah while they know
[it].” (3:75)

The interpreter Ibn Kathir said‘What lead them to
rejecting the truth was that they claimed, "We haveno sin in
our religions from consuming the wealth of the ignmant,
who were the Arabs. God has made it lawful for us.”

Some among the early monotheists belittled all rothe
nations and viewed them as being of a lesser cléksy
asserted that all among humankind were their slaxdah
clarifies to us their nature and explains at theeséime that all
humankind are equal. He says:

“But the Jews and the Christians say, ‘We are the
children of Allah and His beloved.” Say, ‘Then why

® Literally it means a Gentile who is a "resideriea! living under Judaic
law.

" The early Jews did not consider it a sin to ghie apper hand over a
gentile or a pagan.
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does He punish you for your sins?’ Rather, you are
human beings from among those He has created. He
forgives whom He wills, and He punishes whom He
wills.  And to Allah belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth and whatever is between them,
and to Him is the [final] destination.” (5:19)

The Arabs

The Arabs held the same belief and viewed themsedge
superior to all other races of people. They crowtieaselves
as Arabs and referred to other races as ‘non-Arahst
considered them worthless. The Prophetarified to them the
mistake of their ways and the fallacy of this belide said to
his Companions:

“It is not appropriate for one to say that | (i.e. Prophet
Muhammad)am better than (Prophet Jonahyounus bin
Mat'ta.” (Bukhari)

The Prophet's words are like guiding lights botin floe
Arabs and for all nations, to show how one is tspeet all
others. The Companion, lIbn Umar, may Allah be mdasith
him, related that the Prophgtaid:

“I saw in my dream many black sheep gathering
together with white ones.” He was asked, ‘What ishe
interpretation of this dream O Prophet of Allah?’ He
said: ‘Non-Arabs will share in your Deerf and your

8 The word translated as religion'Beeri, which in Arabic commonly refers
to a way of life.
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lineage.” The Companions exclaimed, ‘the non-Arabs!
The Prophet p then said: ‘If Iman (faith) was tied to a
star, it would have been claimed by men from the o
Arabs.” (Haakim)

People come from many racial backgrounds and Heaie t
individual moral elements. Every person has unique
characteristics, and perfection belongs to God ghtyi alone.
Imperfection is an inherent nature in man, except the
Prophets and Messengers for they perfectly convetyed
Message of God to their respective nations. Thesaggs of
Islam had a great effect on humankind with the ltebat they
began to treat one another, in varying degrees, n@gpect.

Al-Mustourad al-Qurashi® said, while | was with Amr
bin al-Aast | told him that | heard the Prophgtsaying:“The
Final Hour will not be established till the Romansare the
greatest people in number.” Amrt said, “if this is the case, it
is because they (the Romans) are merciful to theikind.
When an affliction befalls them they are the quickst to
regroup. They stand together and fight fiercely. Tley are
good to orphans, poor, weak, and do not tolerate &
wrongdoing of their rulers.” (Muslim)

The Messenger of Allalp was sent to efface the caste
system that was in place in society. He was senfrde
mankind from the servitude they showed to men andhake
them worship God alone.

® Pronounced Ra'dee-Allah'who an'whpit means:‘may Allah be pleased
with him.’
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Chapter 2: Equality in Islam

Rulers and their subjects are all equal before hAlla
Regardless of the subtle differences between peaplésiam
every Muslim is a brother to his fellow Muslim. Théck and
white, the Arab and non-Arab are all the same.Aays:

“O mankind, fear your Lord *°, who created you from
one soul and created from it its mate and dispersed
from both of them many men and women. And fear
Allah, through whom you ask one another! and the
wombs!? Indeed Allah is ever’® over you, an
Observer.” (4:1)

The origin of all humankind is their father, AdamWhen
the Christians said that Jesus son of Mary wasdmeof God,
Allah, the Exalted, said:

9 The Arabic word for Lord isRubb’ It means, the Creator, the Fashioner,
the Provider, the One upon Whom all creatures didentheir means of
subsistence, and the One Who gives life and calesgb.

j.e., request favors and demand rights.

12j.e., fear Allah in regard to relations of kinship

13 When used in conjunction with Allah’s attributethe word “ever”
(occurring repeatedly throughout tt8sirahand elsewhere, such asSarah
al-Ahzal) is quite inadequate in imparting the sense oftinaation
expressed by the wortkana” in Arabic, which indicates “always was, is,
and always will be.”
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“Indeed, the example of Jesus to Allalf is like that of
Adam. He created him from dust; then He said to im, ‘Be,’
and he was.”(3:59)

Allah, the Exalted, also says:

“And of His signs is that He created you from dust;
then, suddenly you are human beings dispersing
[throughout the earth].” (30:20)

All of humankind is from one father and one mother,
Adam and Eve. Based on this, there can be no viduene
over the other on account of one’s race. Accolgintere is
no reason for people to show off and boast or tittlleeor scoff
at another, or worse, for anyone to enslave anatitgvidual.
The Messenger of Allap said:

“Allah has taken away from the customs of the
Jahiliyah era (pre-Islamic era). One is not to show off
by boasting who their fathers are. All people arerbm

Adam and Adam was created from soil (earth).”
(Ahmed)

And further is this regard, Allah, the Exalted, say

“And mankind was not but one community [united in
religion], but [then] they differed. And if not for a
word*® that proceeded from your Lord, it would have

14i.e., regarding His creation of him.
15 Allah’s decree to allow time on earth for His diea or not to punish
anyone before evidence has come to him.
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been judged between them [immediately] concerning
that over which they differ.” (10:19)

As humankind increased in number they spread athess
land and on account of this their languages ndyutscame
diverse and their cultures formed and they chamges#in color.
Based on these differences, people’s ideologiedugtty
changed and at times their belief systems werectaffe Allah
sent the Prophets and Messengers to guide humabhkicid to
the belief in the Oneness of Allah. He, the Exalsays:

“And We certainly sent into every nation a messenge
[saying], ‘Worship Allah and avoid taghut’*® And
among them were those whom Allah guided, and
among them were those upon whom error was
[deservedly] decreed. So proceed [i.e., travel] thugh

the earth and observe how was the end of the dengt
16(36)

Islam does not judge a person by his/her outerappee.
The Prophep said:

“It may be that a shaggy-haired, dusty person who
people don’t consider as being much is so beloved t
Allah that were he to make an oath by Allah, Allah
would fulfill it for him.”  (Haakim)

Since it is known that some may exploit these thffiees
of the race, color, language, culture to belittlhens, the

Prophetp said:

16 False objects of worship

16
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“Allah created Adam v from a scoop of soil (earth)
that was taken from all parts of the Earth. The sos of
Adam came forth bearing the marks of that soil from
its various sources; of them are those who are red
skinned, white skinned, black and yellow. Among tha
are those who are good natured and evil.(lbn Hibban)

All people, regardless of their skin color, langeag
country of origin stand equal before Allah. Allahge Exalted,
says:

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male
and female and made you peoples and tribes that you
may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you
in the sight of Allah is the most righteou$’ of you.
Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.” (49:13)

The Prophep said:

“The lineage that each of you is related through isiot
a shame upon anyone. You are all the sons of Adamg
one is favored upon the other, and the most honorad
of you before Allah is the most religious and those/ho
do the good works.”(Ahmed)

Allah has made us into nations and tribes, no ae i
favored over the other; no race is better thanother. He has

7 Literally, “he who has the mosaqwa” i.e., consciousness and fear of
Allah, piety and righteousness
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made you like this so that you get to know one lagotAllah,
the Exalted, says:

“And We have certainly honored the children of Adam
and carried them on the land and sea and providedof
them of the good things and preferred them over muc

of what We have created, with [definite] preference”
17¢70)

This honorable status is for all of mankind. It nst
specified for a race over another or for a grougr@nother.

Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And it is He who has made you successors upon the
Earth and has raised some of you above others in
degrees [of rank] that He may try you through what
He has given you. Indeed, your Lord is swift in

penalty; but indeed, He is Forgiving and Merciful.”
6:165)
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Chapter 3: Equality among Humankind

All of humankind have been created to worship Allah
alone and to live on this Earth and to earn thieelihoods
therein. Allah has made people of different sol@akls so that
they would benefit from others in terms of earnitigeir
livelihoods. Allah, the Exalted, says:

‘It is We who have apportioned among them their

livelihood in the life of this world and have raisel some

of them above others in degrees [of rank] that they
may make use of one another for service. But the
mercy of your Lord is better than whatever they

accumulate.’ (43:32)

Based on this, to Muslims, all among humankindeayeal
in the following:

a. Protection of common rights regardless of one’s eqac
ethnicity or color.Every human is to enjoy freedom as
is outlined in the religion. This form of freedom i
distant from animalistic desires.

When a person opens himself up to all base dedmes,
would actually lower his status beneath that of dh@mnals, if
not worse!

b. People are equal in terms of lawThere is no
differentiation on account of ethnicity, color oexs
Allah says:“O you who have believed, it is not

19
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lawful for you to inherit women by compulsion®

And do not make difficulties for them in order to

take [back] part of what you gave them® unless
they commit a clear immorality [i.e., adultery]. And

live with them in kindness. For if you dislike them-

perhaps you dislike a thing and Allah makes
therein much good.” (4:58)

The Prophep said:“O people one of the things that
destroyed the previous nations is that when the ric
would steal, they would leave that person alone, bu
when a poor stole, they would make sure to get
their full right from him. By Allah, if Fatimah the
daughter of Muhammad stole something, | would
have cut off her hand as well."(Muslim)

c. People are equal in terms of responsibilities, reda
and punishment.
Allah, the Exalted, say§So whoever does an atom's
weight of good will see it. And whoever does an
atom's weight of evil will see it.”(99:7-8)

d. People are equal in human honoA person is not to
be harmed on account of their color, sex or belief.
Allah, the Exalted, says‘And do not insult those
they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Alleh
in enmity without knowledge. Thus We have made
pleasing to every community their deeds. Then to

18 The deceased man’s heirs have no rights of margagtherwise over his
widow.
19 At the time of marriage asahr dowry).
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their Lord is their return, and He will inform them
about what they used to do.(6:108)

e. People are equal in the sanctity of their blood,
properties and belongings.
The Prophep said:“Indeed your blood, wealth, and
honor is inviolable as this day is inviolable, ashis
month is inviolable, as this city is inviolable. Lé

those who are present inform those who are not.”
(Bukhari)

f. People are equal in terms of seeking public office.
It has been said'Whoever uses an individual and
appoints him over a group, and in the group there
are those who are more rightful, he has indeed been
treacherous to Allah, the Messengerp and the
believers.” (Haakim)

Adi bin Amira al-Kindi said: 'l heard the Messengér
Allah p say:“Whoso of you is appointed by us to a
position of authority and he conceals from us a
needle or something smaller than that, it will be
considered as a misappropriation (of the public
funds)and he will required to produce it on the Day
of Requital.”

Adi 1 said: “A dark-complexioned man from the Ansar
stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, take back
the duty you have given to me.” He sald/hat has
happened to you?'The man said: ‘I have heard you
say what you have said! Hesaid:‘l say that (even)
now whoso from you is appointed by us to a
position of authority, he should bring everything,

21
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be it something big or small, and whatever he is
given (by us)he may take, and what he is not given
he should refrain from taking it.” (Muslim)

The Prophep considered the loss of trust a sign of the
end of societies, and it is a sign of the closenéske
Final Hour.

Abu Hurairaht said:“While the Prophet was sitting
in session teaching people, a Bedouin came to him
said: ‘When will the Final Hour be established?’
The Prophet continued talking to the people and
after he finished, he asked: ‘Where is the one who
asked about the Hour?” The Bedouin said: ‘I am
here O Messenger of Allah!” The Prophet, may
Allah praise him, said: ‘When trust is lost, the Fnal
Hour will be established.” He asked, ‘How would it
be lost?” He said: ‘When public matters are put
under the responsibility of people who are not

responsible, wait for the hour to be established!”
(Bukhari)

g. People are equal in terms of using what has been
placed at our disposal by the Creator.
Allah, the Exalted, says‘O mankind, eat from
whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and good and
do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he ie
you a clear enemy.”(2:168)

h. People are equal in terms of worshipping Allah
alone. Everyone is a slave to Allah regardless of their

22
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race, ethnicity, skin color and language. Allahe th
Exalted, says:O mankind, worship your Lord, who
created you and those before you, that you may
become righteous.”(2:21)

The religion of Islam has come to eradicate alhferof
racism. It is mentioned in the narration of Abu @dhpbwho was
a freed slave from the people of Persia: “I foughth the
Prophetp at the battle of Uhud and I struck a polytheistl &n
yelled at him, ‘take it from me and | am the Persimy!” The
Messenger of Allalp turned towards me and sai,ou should

say, take it from me and | am from the boy from theAnsar.”
(Abu Dawood)

The Prophep encouraged him to tie his root back to the
Ansar, it was more beloved to him then saying that he tha
‘Persian’. Although the Companion was a PersianPtuphetp
was very keen that one’s love and hate and alliseceith the
religion of Islam, far from racial ties.

The Prophetp showed great love and affection towards
Bilal who was from Abyssinia and Suhaib the Rontde.even
said about Bilal that he was from the peomé Jannah
(Heavenly Abodé€f. He gave the glad tidings afannah to
Abdullah bin Salam who was a Jewish convert tanisla

We also see that the Prophet was not irresolutesnwh
people from his own family did not believe, he disted
himself from them. Look at his uncle, Abu Lahab,opwvhen he

20 Bykhari.
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showed open enmity towards Prophet Muhammadihe
following chapter was revealed concerning him:

“May the hands of Abu Lahab be ruined, and ruined &
he. His wealth will not avail him or that which he
gained. He will [enter to] burn in a Fire of [blazing]
flame, his wife [as well] — the carrier of firewood

Around her neck is a rope of [twisted] fiber.”
(Chapted 11

Abu Lahab was highly revered in his tribe and wa®iag
the most noble of people in terms of lineage.

The Quran also informs us of Lugman, the Wise. Hs w
from an African background, and had great wisdom.eftire
chapter in the Quran bears his name. In it hisigidnd merit
are mentioned. There are other chapters in therQiat have
been named after Prophets and Messengers, sucbadms axd
Abraham, and families, such as the family of Imradary,
Joseph, Jonah and Muhammad, among others. Mustioite
these chapters in their prayers. This serves tifimaathat we
are all equal before Allah.

The Prophetp spoke of a pious king who lived in
Abyssinia, the Negus. He said about hffdp one is wronged
by him.” When he died, the Prophptperformed prayers for
him. Some said, ‘Shall we perform prayers on thlaygsinian?’
At this the words of Allah were revealed:

“Indeed, among the People of the Scripture are thes
who believe in Allah and what was revealed to younal
what was revealed to them, [being] humbly submissav
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to Allah. They do not exchange the verses of Allaor a
small price. Those will have their reward with ther
Lord. Indeed, Allah is swift in account.” (3:199)

The Prophetp said: “Ask Allah to forgive your
brother,” and he stood with the Companions and pragd for
him and he said ‘Allah Akbar’ four times.” (Bukhari)

The issue of equality in Islam is not just a wntt@atter
that is not applied. Whatever the Proppgireached, he would
apply. Look at Osama b. Zaid, who was dark in caxiph.
The Prophep would take him along with al-Hasan and s&y:
Allah love them, for | love them.”! A'ishah, the wife of the
Prophetp said: “It is not befitting for a person to dislikisama,
for | heard the Messenger of Allahsay:‘Whoever loves Allah
and His Messenger, let them love Osama.{Muslim)

The Prophep appointed Osama over the army that was to
attack Rome. Under his command were a number of the
Companions. Some of the companions felt that Osemms
unfit to lead the expedition and they spoke amotigainselves.
When the Prophgt heard this he addressed the people saying:
“If you speak ill of him, you would have spoken illof his
father before him. He is indeed worthy of this posion and
he is among the most beloved of people to me&Agreed Upor¥®

Before the expedition headed out, the Proghdied and
when they were ready to go, Umar came to Abu Bakg was
appointed Caliph and conveyed to him some of theems he

21 Bukhari
22 This means the narration is both in Bukhari andshiu
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had heard. He said to Abu Bakr, “Some Companioimk tthat
someone who is older and more skilled should lelad t
expedition.” At this Abu Bakr said: “May your mothi®se you,
O Umar! The Prophep appointed him and you want me to
remove him? By Allah, O Umar, if the wild animalsowd
come upon me to eat me | would still send the anmly Osama
as its head.”

The young commander took his troops and Abu Balg wa
walking beside Osama. He felt uncomfortable and saiAbu
Bakr, “O Caliph of the Muslims! Either you ride algside of
me or | will come down to walk beside you!” Abu Baaid,
“By Allah, you will not come down, nor will | ridewhat is
wrong if | make my feet dusty for the sake of AllaRle then
took the permission of Osama to let Umar remainirukkvith
him to take care of the affairs of Madinah.

The Prophetp was the most honorable of all people in
terms of lineage, his tribe was the most honorailevell. Yet
the Prophet said to his companions:

“Do not adulate me as the Christians adulated Jesus
son of Mary. | am only the slave of Allah and His
Messenger.”(Bukhari)

The Prophet married Osama to his relative, Zainab
daughter of Jahsh. The Proppetaid:

“If someone comes seeking marriage, and you are
content with his manners and religion, then get him
married; if you do not, there will be great evil ard
corruption the earth.” (Tirmidthi)
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He p would always ask about his companions. Abu
Hurairah said that there was a black woman who dvailgan
the Masjid. The Prophai then asked about her and they told
him that she had died. The Proppetaid to them';You should
have informed me!” They belittled the affair of that person
thinking she was not that important. He sdiihow me the
grave!” They showed it to him, and he prayed for l@ukhari)

He p would give out many gifts. Hakeem b. Hizaam said,
“Muhammadp was the most beloved of people to me before the
advent of Islam. When he became a Prophet and tdeft
Madinah, a garment was found that belongedt Yazef®
valued at 50 Dirham, so | bought it to give itagift to the
Prophetp but the Prophet refused to take it from him and he
said:“We do not take gifts from polytheists. If they insst on
giving something, we take it only after paying foiit.” (Haakim)

When he came to Madinah | saw him wearing it. Hmth
gave it to Osama, and Hakeem, upon seeing it wiing@ said
to him, “Are you wearing the garment Dhi Yazef?” He said,

“I am better thanDhi Yazen and my father and mother and
better than his father and mother!”

It is indeed Islam that made him think with thisneiset.
Every Muslim realizes that they are all equal befaéllah,
regardless of their color, language and ethnicity.

% Dhi Yazenwas a king before the advent of Islam.

27



Bilal the Abyssinian — One Light, Many Colors

Chapter 4: Racist Statements are Unacceptable

The Prophep used to talk to his companions, joke with
them, and listen to their needs. He would corregt errors he
saw them doing especially when they were raciatakes. Abu
Hurairaht said: “Two people swore at each other, and one of
them scoffed at the other by ridiculing his mothHris reached
the Prophet, may Allah praise him, and he calledrttan and
said: ‘Did you scoff at his mother?’ and he kept repeating it.
The man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, ask Allahdmive me.’
He said to him!Raise your head and look about, you are not
better than any individual regardless whether he iof a red
or black skin color. No one is better than the otheexcept
through piety.” (Ibn Rahawaih)

The Prophep would not stand for another to make fun of
anyone else in his presence. Once while his Coropangot
together in a sitting and the Proplpelhad yet not come, Khalid
b. al-Walid, Abdurrahmann b. Auf, Bilal b. Abi Rdhaand Abu
Dharr were among those in attendance. The only skirkned
companion present was Bilal the Abyssinian. He begggeaking
and Bilal corrected him. Abu Dharr, due his angeclaimed,
“Even you, O son of a black woman, try to corre@?hBilal
got up, visibly upset at what was said, and sd&y. Allah | will
report you to the Prophet.” He went to him and infed him of
what was said and the Proplpebecame very angry. Abu Dharr
rushed to meet the Propletaind said “Assalamu Alaika (peace
be upon you), O Prophet of Allah.” Abu Dharr sdidam not
sure if he responded to my greeting due to hiseexdranger.”
Then he said*O Abu Dharr! Have you ridiculed him on
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account of his mother? Indeed you are a man in whorthere
are traits of the pre-Islamic era!” Abu Dharr wept and said:
“O Messenger of Allah, ask Allah to forgive me.” Hft the
Masjid weeping and when he saw Bilal, he put hiadhen the
ground and said to Bilal, “O Bilal, | will not movigEom my
position till you put your foot on my head. You atke
honorable and | am the disgraced.” Bilal wept, &s$ed the
cheek of Abu Dharr and said: “A face that has pabst to
Allah is not to be stepped on; rather, it is tkissed.”(Bukhari)

Bilal was a great man. The Prophesaid to him:*O
Bilal, inform me of a deed which you have done angou
believe it to be the greatest in the sight of Allghfor indeed |
heard your footsteps in Heaven!” Bilal said, “The most
beloved deed that | did for the sake of Allah iatttvhenever |
made wudhu (ablution), | would make whatever prdyeould
after it.” (Bukhari)

The Prophep revered these individuals so much that he
would frequently sit with them. One day while Bjl&uhaib and
Ammar were sitting with the Prophgt an emissary from
Quraish came and upon seeing these Companion$imitthey
said: “We want you to give us a time whereby we sirwith
you. We want the Arabs to know our status and ha@mar the
delegations come to you, but we are embarrassegpebale see
us with you while these poor individuals sit witlowy” The
Prophet said, “All right,” and he called Ali to we&i down
something to this effect. But before anything haygak the
command of Allah came down:

“And do not send away those who call upon their Lod
morning and afternoon, seeking His countenance. Not
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upon you is anything of their account and not upon
them is anything of your account’ So were you to
send them away, you would [then] be of the
wrongdoers. And thus We have tried some of them
through others that they [i.e., the disbelievers] nght
say, ‘Is it these whom Allah has favored among us?s
not Allah most knowing of those who are grateful?
And when those come to you who believe in Our
verses, say, ‘Peace be upon you.” Your Lord has
decreed upon Himself mercy: that any of you who dee
wrong out of ignorance and then repents after thaand
corrects himself - indeed, He is Forgiving and
Merciful."” (6:52)

The Prophep tossed aside the letter he was about to have
written for them and said: “Peace be upon you. Yloand has
decreed upon Himself mercyibn Majah)

24 No one is held accountable for the deeds or imtestof another. That is
left to Allah’s judgment.
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Chapter 5: Story of Bilal the Abyssinian

Let us hear the story of Bilal who was a mere slave
before his conversion to Islam and after his cosiearbecame a
‘master’ of Islam. He was honored in Islam to bes#n to call
the Adthan(call to prayer).

Whenever Umar mentioned Abu Bakr he would say,
"Abu Bakr is our master and the emancipator of our
master." (Bukhariy Umart gave the title "Our Master" to Bilal
who was very dark in complexion, had a slenderdhuilas very
tall, thick-haired and had a sparse beard, as ibeschby the
narrators. Whenever he was praised he would lowsehéad,
and weep saying, "Indeed, | am an Abyssinian. Ydatg | was
only a slave!"

So who is this Abyssinian who was yesterday only a
slave? He was Bilal son of Rabah, the one who ¢faweall to
prayer. Out of every ten Muslims, from the begimgnof Islam
until today and until Allah wills, we will meet sem, at least,
who know Bilal. That is, there are hundreds of imils of
people throughout the centuries and generations liew
Bilal, remember his name, and know his role justhey know
the two greatest Caliphs in Islam, Abu Balkand Umart!

If one was to ask a child in his first years ofnpary
school about Bilal, he would answer, ‘He was the& avho
called theAdthan’ He was the slave whose master would torture
him with hot burning stones and he would chant,d@One’,
‘God is One.’
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Before Islam, Bilalt would tend to his master’s sheep and
livestock for a handful of dates. Had it not been Islam, it
would have been his fate to remain a slave, wangeamong
the crowd until death brought an end to his lif@wever, his
faith proved to be true, and the magnificence @& thligion
which he believed in gave him, during his lifetinaed in
history, an elevated place among the great andenwian of
Islam. Indeed, many human beings of distinctiorespge, or
wealth have not obtained even one-tenth of the irtatity
which Bilal, the Abyssinian, gained. Indeed, thadsl color of
his complexion, his modest lineage, and his contdxep
position among people as a slave did not depriag hihen he
chose to embrace Islam, of occupying the high plelcieh his
truthfulness, certainty, purity, and self-sacrifigaalified him
for.

The people of Makkah thought that a slave like IBila
would neither have power over anything, nor becamghing.
But he went beyond all expectations and possessaat taith
that no one like him could possess! He was an Abigss of
African ethnicity. His mother was as well from Alysia. Her
name was Hamaama and she was a slave to Umayydialaf
al-Jumahi in Makkabh.

The news of Prophet Muhammad's messagdedaihe
ears of Bilalt. In fact, the Prophet was the buzz of Makkah;
people from every walk of life were talking aboutnh It so
happened that he was doing some work and his makieg
with other noblemen of Quraish were sitting. Thesrevtalking
about the Prophet and his Message. His own mddteayyah
bin Khalaf spoke quite harshly about the Proppeand his
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words were usually filled with anxiety, rage, andlice! As he
listened in he found out about the characteristicéslam. He
also heard from them that Muhammad was a nobleman,
trustworthy and very loyal. They said to one angthe
"Muhammad was never a liar, magician, or mad, beihave to
describe him this way so that people will abandsnréligion.”

Bilal heard them whispering about the reasons witiabsed
them to challenge and antagonize him. The reas@re as
follows:

First was their allegiance to the religion of thaithers;

Second was their fear over the glory of the Qurakich was
bestowed upon them because of their religious stadua center
of idol worship and resort in the whole of the AmmbPeninsula;

Third was the envy of the tribe &dani Hashimthat anyone
from among them would claim to be a prophet or egsr.

After hearing so much about the religion of IslaBilal
accepted it and converted to Islam. It did not tkdwey before
the news of his embracing Islam was spread. It avakock to
the chiefs of Bani Jumah (the tribe who owned Rildimayyah
ibn Khalaf, the owner of Bilal, considered it a @rshame and
disgrace but he said mockingly: “It does not matlédre only
one who will accept Islam is this slave!” Howevdrg direct
opposite occurred. Islam spread and the practicdodditry was
brought to an end.

Bilal, honored not only Islam, but all humanity. He
resisted the harshest forms of torture. Allah méda an
example of the fact that blackness of skin and bgedwould
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not decry the greatness of the soul if it found fagh and
adhered to its Creator. Bilal gave a profound lestp those
during his time and afterwards as well; freedom smgremacy
of conscience could not be bartered either for gold
punishment, even if its quantity was enough totfi# earth. He
was stripped naked and laid on hot coals in ordenake him
reconsider and denounce his faith, but he refudedwould be
taken out in the heat of the day and his body wdeadiragged
on top of the burning stones. A huge stone thdt sewveral men
to lift would also be placed on his body and ch&kis savage
torture was repeated every day until the heartsoofe of his
torturers took pity on him. They told him, “If yapeak well of
our idols, we will let you free.” The Quraish didtrwant it to
be said that they were unable to convince or foaitbebring a
slave out of Islam. Even with this, Bilal refusettiehe began to
repeat his lasting chant: “God is One, God is Oh#$’torturers
shouted at him, imploring him, “Mention the nameAlLaat
and Al-'Uzz&®™ But he answered, “God is One, God is One!”
They asked him to simply repeat after them, bustafed at
their request saying: “I am unable to properly pnamce what
you want me to say!”

So Bilal remained in his state and was tortured evere
severely. By sunset they tied a rope around hik aad ordered
their boys to take him around the mountains andetgr of
Makkah. Bilal continuously chanted “God is One, Go®ne!”

When the night fell, they told him, “Tomorrow, yaull
speak well of our idols and we will leave you aloiée are
tired of torturing you, and now the task is so cemsbme that it

% The names of two idols that were worshipped belfgatm.

34



Bilal the Abyssinian — One Light, Many Colors

seems to us that we are the tortured ones.” Béahained
resolute; he shook his head and said, “God is Goé,is One!”
Umayyah Ibn Khalaf kicked him and exploded withyfuand

shouted, “How unlucky | am! What a wretched slawel yare!

By Al-Laat and Al-'Uzza, I'll make you an examplar fslaves
and masters.” But Bilal answered with the holy gneas and
certainty of a believer, “God is One, God is On&Hey were
playing a game with Bilal. One of the Polytheisthovnwas
present played the role of a sympathizer and he: Saake it

easy, Umayyah. By Al-Laat, he will not be torturedain.

Indeed Bilal is one of us; his mother is our slgiré He will not

be pleased to talk ill about us or to ridicule wxduse of his
conversion to Islam." But Bilal gazed at their kyjncunning
faces and with complete calmness that shook thetently, he
chanted “God is One, God is One!” The next day |Bias

taken in the open sun and extreme heat. Bilal kwbhat was to
come and he was patient, brave and knew that iéfmained in
this state, a great reward awaited him in the Hexea

Abu Bakr as-Siddigt went to them while they were
torturing him and shouted at them, "Are you Killieg man
because he says, ‘Allah is my God!” Then he shdust
Umayyah ibn Khalaf, “Take more than his price amdl lsim
free.” It was as if Umayyah was drowning and hadgta a
lifeboat. It was to his liking and he was very mystbased when
he heard Abu Bakr offering the price of his freed@mnce they
had lost all hope that he would ever leave Islamd &s they
were merchants, they realized that selling him wmagre
profitable to them than his death.

They sold him to Abu-Bakr and he then emancipated
him immediately, and Bilal took his place amongefrmen.
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When Abu Baker put his arm around Bilal, Umayyaid da

him, “Take him, for by Al-Laat and Al-' Uzza if yauwad refused
to buy him except for one ounce of gold, | wouldédaold him
to you.” Abu Bakr realized the bitterness of despand

disappointment hidden in those words. It was apiaigp not to
answer, but because they violated the dignity &f than who
had become his brother and his equal, he answenealyyah
saying, “By Allah, if you had refused to sell himcept for a
hundred ounces, | would have paid it.”

After the Hijrah of the Messeng@r and the Muslims to
Al-Madinah the Messenger enjoined that a call taypr be
called. Who was to be given this honor to call phnayers? It
was none other than Bilal, who had called out ¢kint years
before while he was being tortured, “God is Oned &One!"
He was chosen by the Messenger that day to bérshedller to
prayer in Islam. With his melodious voice, he fillehe hearts
with faith and the ears with awe when he called:

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest
Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest
| bear witness that there is no true god but Allah
| bear witness that there is no true god but Allah

| bear witness that Muhammad is the MessengerlahAl

| bear witness that Muhammad is the MessengerlahAl
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Come to Prayer

Come to Prayer

Come to Success

Come to Success

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest
There is no true god but Allah

Subsequent to this, the Muslims and the polytheists
engaged in battle. The Battle of Badr was the tiattle that
took place between them. The Messenger of Aflahade the
slogan of the Muslims during this momentous cortiban:
“God is One, God is One!” In this battle 70 werdekl and 70
were taken as prisoners of war. The noblemen oaiQurwere
finished off. Umayyah ibn Khalaf, who had been Bilanaster,
did not want to go out of Makkah to face the MuslirSo he did
not prepare himself. His friend Ugbah ibn Abi Muaias upset
so he made a point of going to see him while he sitigg
amongst his people and he gave him an incense rbandgesaid
to him, “O Abu Ali, use this. You are one of the men.”
Umayyah shouted at him saying, “May Allah make yand
what you came with ugly!” After this he found no waut.
Ugbah ibn Abi Muait had been the greatest suppodier
Umayyah throughout the ordeal of Bilal and otherakve
Muslims. And on that day, he himself was the one wiged
him to go to the Battle of Badr where he would diest as it
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would be the place where Ugbah would die! It idytmamazing
how Allah executes His command.

Umayyah reached his demise at the hands of norex oth
than Bilal. When the fighting began between the sies, and
the Muslims began shouting, “God is One, God is!Omae
heart of Umayyah sunk! These were the same wosislave
used to repeat yesterday under torture and todegcked the
battlefield from all sides and was the cry of amiremation of
people! Umayyah thought to himself, had Islam sprea
quickly amongst people! The swords clashed in thitléo and
the fighting became severe. As the battle nearsdeitd,
Umayyah ibn Khalaf noticed Abdurrahmann bin Aufe th
Companion of the Messenger of Allah. He soughtgefwith
him and asked to be his captive, hoping that tlusld/save his
life. Abdurrahmann accepted and granted him refiige took
him and walked with him amidst the battle to thacel where
the captives were held. On the way Bitalnoticed him and
shouted, “The head dfufr (disbelief), Umayyah ibn Khalaf!
May | not be saved if he is saved!” He lifted hvgosd to strike
Umayyah, but Abdurrahmann bin Auf shouted at hi@ Bilal,
he is my captive!" Bilat thought, “A captive while the war was
still raging? A captive while his sword was stilibing from
the blood of Muslims? This could not be!” Bilal liead that he
would not be able to attack Umayyah himself sodiked on his
fellow Muslims, “O Ansaar! The head &fufr, Umayyah ibn
Khalaf! May | not be saved if he is saved!” A baosfdMuslims
approached and surrounded Umayyah and his son, waso
fighting with the Quraish. Abdurrahmann bin Auf ¢unot do
anything. He could not even protect his armor, White crowd
removed. Bilal gazed long at the body of Umayyahpviell
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beneath the smashing swords. Then he hastenedfemaim
shouting, "God is One, God is One!”

| do not think it is our right to examine the vietwof

leniency in the case of Bilal during this occasilfrihe meeting
between Bilal and Umayyah had taken place undercihgr
circumstances, we would have been allowed to alsk i show
mercy and leniency, and a man like him in faith prety would
not have withheld it. But they met each other am bhattlefield,
the swords were blazing and the killed were falliHg saw him
in the arena of battle and fighting. If Umayyah sable to, he
would have killed Bilal. It is unfair for one toy#o Bilal under
the circumstances, ‘Why did you not forgive him?’

The days went by and Makkah was conquered. The
Messengerp entered it, gratefully saying, "Allah is the
Greatest," at the head of 10,000 Muslims. He heddedhe
Ka'bah immediately. It was filled with many idoksach for one
day of the year. As the Prophedestroyed them, he called out
“The truth has come and falsehood has vanishedEver since
that day, there has been no Uzza, no Laat and mafduMan
bows down only to worship Allah, the most High. The
Messengep entered the Kabah accompanied by Bilal. He had
hardly entered it when he faced a carved idol sspreng
Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) drawing lots. In anger he said,
“May Allah kill them. Our ancestors never drew lots
Ibrahim was not a Jew or Christian, but he was a toe
Muslim and was never a polytheist.”Then he ordered Bilal

% The names of three idols that were worshipped befdam.
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to ascend to the top of the Kabah to call the Rraye called
the Adthan. How magnificent was the time, place accasion!

Life in Makkah came to a standstill, and thousanéls
Muslims stood motionless, repeating in submissigenée
words of the Adthan after Bilal while the Polythteisvere in
their homes hardly believing what was happening Phophet
p addressed them sayifi@o, you are free!” (Ibn Hisham)

Bilal T lived with the Messenger of Allath and witnessed
all the Battles with him, calling to Prayer and ebsng the rites
of this great religion that took him out of darkads light and
from servitude to freedom. With each passing dayal Br
became more beloved to the Proppetvho described him as
“one of the inhabitants of Paradise.”

But Bilal T remained just as he was, noble and humble to a
fault, always considering himself “the Abyssiniamo only
yesterday was a slave.” One day he was propositgdairls
for himself and his brother, so he said to theinda, “I am Bilal
and this is my brother, we were two slaves from gdyia. We
were astray and Allah guided us. We were two slavesAllah
emancipated us. If you agree on us marrying youghters, all
praise is to Allah; if you refuse, then Allah i®tGreatest.”

Whenever Umar ibn Al-Khattab mentioned Abu Bakt
he would say;Abu Bakr is our master and the emancipator
of our master.” (Bukhari) That is to say, Bilal.

The Messengep passed away and Abu Bakr As-Siddiq
took the command of the Muslims after him. Bitalvent to the
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Caliph of the Messenger of Allgthand said to him, "O Caliph
of the Messenger of Allah, | heard the MessengeAlZh p
saying,“The best deed of a believer is Jihad in the caus#
Allah.” Abu Bakrt said to him, "So what do you want, Bilal?"
He said: “| want to go in the path of Allah and dhehat cause.”
Abu Bakrt said, “And who will call the Adthan for us?” Bilal
said, with his eyes overflowing with tears, “I willot call the
Adthan for anyone after the Messenger of Allah."uABakr T
said, “Stay and make the Adthan for us, Bilal.”aBit said, “If
you emancipated me to be for you, | will do whati yeant, but
if you emancipated me for Allah, leave me to Whorwds
emancipated.” Abu Bakrt said, "I emancipated you for Allah,
Bilal' He then let him go on his way. The last @#nme called
the Adthan was when the Commander of the Faitifmhar
visted Shaamand the Muslims begged him to ask Bilal to call
the Adthan for them. They wept as they never dibree and
Umart most strongly.

Bilal T died in Syria, fighting in the cause of Allah js he
had wanted.
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Conclusion

Look at the greatness of Islam, and the happiness o
finds in their heart when they embrace it. This giapess
remains in the heart and makes one forget abouheallpains
and troubles that they may have been through iin fikkes. The
joy the Muslims feel upon applying their faith & fgreater than
any materialistic joy one can possibly experiencehis life. If
you really want to experience this happiness inr yibel you've
got to take that bold step. Witness what Abu SuflganHarb
said: “Heraclius upon receiving a letter from Preph
Muhammadp called for us while we were i8haanf’ He said:
"Heraclius’ messenger found us somewhere in the Gager
Syria area, so he took me and my companions tlya and we
were admitted into Heraclius’ presence. We found Imn
sitting in his royal court wearing a crown, surrounded by the
senior Byzantine dignitaries. He said to his transitor. ‘Ask
them whom amongst them is a close relation to thean who
claims to be a prophet.”™

Abu Sufyan added,

“l replied: ‘1 am the nearest relative to him.” He
asked, ‘What degree of relationship do you have wit
him?’ | replied, ‘He is my cousin,” and there was one
from the tribe of Abd Manafin the caravan except myself.
Heraclius said, ‘Let him come nearer.’” He then ordesd

%" This is a historic region in the Middle East boidgrthe Mediterranean. It
is generally considered to include the modern state Syria, Lebanon,
Palestine, and Jordon.
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that my companions stand behind me near my shoulder
and said to his translator, ‘Tell his companions that | am
going to ask this man about the one who claims toeba
prophet. If he tells a lie, they should contradicthim
immediately.””

Abu Sufyan added,

“By Allah! Had it not been for shame that my
companions brand me a liar, | would not have spokethe
truth about him when he asked me. But | consideredt
shameful to be called a liar by my companions, sotbld the
truth.”

“He then said to his translator, ‘Ask him what kind
of family he belongs to.” | replied, ‘He belongs ta noble
family amongst us.” He said, ‘Has anybody else amgst
you ever claimed the same before him?’ | repliedNo.” He
said, ‘Have you ever blamed him for telling lies bere he
claimed what he claimed?’ | replied, ‘No.” He said,'Was
anybody amongst his ancestors a king?’ | repliedNo.” He
said, ‘Do the noble or the poor follow him?’ | repled, ‘It is
the poor who follow him.” He said, ‘Are they increaing or
decreasing (daily)?’ | replied, ‘They are increasig.” He
said, ‘Does anybody amongst those who embrace his
religion become displeased and then discard his rglon?’
| replied, ‘No.” He said, ‘Does he break his promies?’ |
replied, ‘No, but we are now at truce with him andwe are
afraid that he may betray us.”

Abu Sufyan added,

“Other than the last sentence, | could not say
anything against him.”
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Heraclius then asked, ‘Have you ever had a war with
him?’ | replied, ‘Yes.” He said, ‘What was the outome of
your battles with him?’ | replied, ‘Sometimes he wa
victorious and sometimes we.” He said, ‘What doeseh
order you to do?’ | said, ‘He tells us to worship @&d alone,
and not to worship others along with Him, and to lave all
that our fore-fathers used to worship. He orders usto
pray, give in charity, be chaste, keep promises anekturn
what is entrusted to us.’

“When | had said that, Heraclius said to his
translator, ‘Say to him: | asked you about his linege and
your reply was that he belonged to a noble familyin fact,
all the Messengers came from the noblest lineage tifeir
nations. Then | questioned you whether anybody else
amongst you had claimed such a thing, and your replwas
in the negative. If the answer had been in the affinative, |
would have thought that this man was following a @im
that had been said before him. When | asked you wkiger
he was ever blamed for telling lies, your reply was the
negative, so | took it for granted that a person wa did not
tell a lie to people could never tell a lie about &d. Then |
asked you whether any of his ancestors was a kinyour
reply was in the negative, and if it had been in th
affirmative, | would have thought that this man warted to
take back his ancestral kingdom. When | asked you
whether the rich or the poor people followed him, gu
replied that it was the poor who followed him. In &ct, such
are the followers of the Messengers. Then | askedoy
whether his followers were increasing or decreasingyou
replied that they were increasing. In fact, this ighe result
of true faith till it is complete [in all respects]| asked you
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whether there was anybody who, after embracing his
religion, became displeased and discarded his reian;
your reply was in the negative. In fact, this is tk sign of
true faith, for when its pleasure enters and mixesn the
hearts completely; nobody will be displeased witht.i |
asked you whether he had ever broken his promise.oYl
replied in the negative. And such are the Messengerthey
never break their promises. When | asked you whethe
you fought with him and he fought with you, you reflied
that he did and that sometimes he was victorious an
sometimes you. Indeed, such are the Messengers; {hare
put to trials and the final victory is always theirs. Then |
asked you what he ordered you. You replied that he
ordered you to worship God alone and not to worship
others along with Him, to leave all that your forefathers
used to worship, to offer prayers, to speak the trin, to be
chaste, to keep promises, and to return what is emisted to
you. These are really the qualities of a prophet wady | knew
[from the previous Scripturesyould appear, but I did not
know that he would be from amongst you. If what youwsay
is true, he will very soon occupy the earth under mfeet,
and if | knew that | would reach him definitely, | would go
immediately to meet him; and were | with him, thenl
would certainly wash his feet.””

Abu Sufyan added,

“Heraclius then asked for the letter of the Messergy
of God and it was read. Its contents were the folleing:

| begin with the name of God, the most Beneficent,
the most Merciful [This letter is] from Muhammad, the
slave of God, and His Messenger, to Heraclius, the
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Ruler of the Byzantine. Peace be upon the followersf
guidance. | invite you to Islam [i.e. surrender toGod]).
Accept Islam and you will be safe; accept Islam and
God will bestow on you a double reward. But if you
reject this invitation of Islam, you shall be respasible
for misguiding the peasants [i.e. your nation].

(O people of the Scriptures! Come to a word
common between you and us, that we worship God, and
that we associate nothing in worship with Him; andthat
none of us shall take others as Gods besides Godheh if
they turn away, say: Bear witness that we are thewho
have surrendered[unto Him].) (3:64)”

Abu Sufyan added,

“When Heraclius had finished his speech, there waes
great hue and cry caused by the Byzantine dignitagis
surrounding him, and there was so much noise that did
not understand what they said. So, we were ordereaut of
the court.”

“When | went out with my companions and we were
alone, | said to them, ‘Verily, Iobn Abi Kabsha’s (i.e. the
Prophet’s) affair has gained power. This is the Kig of the
Romans fearing him.””

Abu Sufyan added:
“By God, | became surer and surer that his religion

would be victorious till | ended up accepting Islant’
(Bukhari #2782)
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