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FOREWORD

Being totally convinced that this book (let the Bible spe&) contains good information
abou the Bible and the Holy Quran, the Dammam Islamic Dawah and Guidance ceter
deaded to reprint it again. But as we prepare to dothe job we have naticed that the copy
that was avail able was too durred and nd goodenoughfor reproduction.

Due to this problem, Dammam Dawah and Guidance Center work it out to review,
retyped, annaates and correds the whole book, such as;

1. Some references are missng

2. Some quaation

3. Misgdling

4. Typingerrors

5. Some chapters and verses are not acairate.

We have tried ou utmost to reproduce the book as it is with some minute dhanges to
ensure that the bookwill not loseitsinternal beauty for the benefit of all whoreal it.

To the author, Ali Muhsin, We pray that the Almighty Allah continuowsly showers His
Mercy and Graceto him and add the virtue of thisbodk to his de of good ckals.

usin preparingit.

Dammam - Postal Code 31131 - K.SA.
Tel: 8263535 - 8272772

(Ramadan 1415)
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PREFACE

The writing and pubishing d this essay is not intended to be an exercise in pdemics.
Rather is it motivated by the desire tom enlighten bah Christians and Muslims who in
many parts of the world have to live together as fellow courtrymen and reighbas. Their

make them appredate the basic unity that binds them as adherents of the same original
faith, the Universal Religion which teates sibmisson to the will of the one True God as

It is unfortunate that Jesus Christ has left for us nothing as authoritative a the Prophet

do nd find the same in Gospels (Injed). The latter may be compared to the traditi ons of
the prophet (the Hadiths or Sunrga). Of the sayings and the adions of Jesus as reported in
the Bible there ae amittedly many which are spurious, false, just as there were
established and the we&k and false were weeaded ou. It is undeniable that attempts were
made for sedarian and aher divisive reasons, to fake sayings and attribute them to the
Prophet.

Impartial criticism would have to admit, however, that there was much more scientific
methoddogy when the Prophet's traditions came to be olleded and shifted than there has
been at the aloption d the canonicad Gospels. The grea scholars (Imams) who devoted
their lives coll eaing the traditions of the Prophet made their best endeavors (ljtihad) using
strictly scientific standards to verify the genuine traditions .But even their best endearors
and their scientific methods were dter al human and nd infalli ble . Fortunately there is

unshakable foundation d Islam on which the tenets of the faith are based. It is the final
criterion d the genuinenessof any tradition, and the rock on which the structure of 1slam
has been built.

In the following pages it will be seen that | have tended to reproduce many quaations.
This is my way of deding with the subjed seriously, particularly a subjed of such
transcendent importance & religion. | do nd want to be anong

abaut God with knowledge, and without guidance and without knowledge, and without

Studying the Bible in the long solitude of my prison cdl | attempted to seach for the true
teatings of Jesus and the Hebrew Prophets who hed precaded hm. Ten yeasandfive
months of imprisonment became ten yeas and five months of intensive Bible study.



Painstakingly | kept removing lat by bit the hard encrustation which had piled up onwhat
| knew must be alustrous lying keneah.

[ found it,

| would apped to bah my Muslim brothers and sisters who know very little of
Christianity, and to my Christian friends who know next to nahing abou true Islam (and
true Christianity for that matter) to came dongwith me, andin the foll owing pages ach
for the truth. We will find it, for the truth is the house that has been founded uponthe
Rock, and rain shall fall, and the winds $all blow, but the house shall not fall. Therein
Holy Jerusalem whence both Muhammad and Jesus rose in spiritual ecstasy to the
Heavenly Presence is a symbad of glaring significance, denating the truth that bids both
Muslim and Christian bow to the same God who is worshipped with equal fervor and
devotion in the Mosgue uponthe Rock and in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. That
Truth bids us rid ouselves of the traditi ons of men and foll ow the cmmmandments of God.
That truth bids us relinquish the tendency to divide Religion into seds and uphad the
Unity that binds us together.

Allah saysin the Holy Qur an:

made the son of Mary and his mother a patent, and We gavethem refuge on a height, a
place of flocks and water-springs. O ye Messengers! Eat of the goodthings, and do
right. Lo! | am aware of what yedo. And lo! thisyour religion isonereligion and | am
your Lord, so keg your duty unto Me. But they (mankind) have broken their religion
among them seds, each sed rejoicing in its tenets. So leave them in their error till a
time."

-54

Let us keg on wandering in error when the Straight Path is clea before us. Let us

Ali Muhsin
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PIETY BASED ON ERROR ISINDEFENSIBLE
Father JohnL. Madkenzie

THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH

professonal priesthood which has taken uponitself the task of formulating dactrines and
rituals as well as rendering certain religious rvicesin acordancewith what are believed

individual Christian belongs.

All the main Christian Churches, or seds, teat the foll owing as the principal dogmas, or
articles of faith to be believed in withou question:

1. Thereis One God.

2. In God there ae three divine Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, Holy
Spirit. These three Persons are cdled the blessed Trinity. They are equal and they are
eternal i.e. they have no keginning and noend. They are nat threegods, but One God.

3. The Father is God and the first Person d the blessed Trinity.

4. The Son is God and the seond Person d the Trinity. He is Jsus Christ who is God
who took the human form. He was born of the Virgin Mary abou two thousand yeas ago
in Palestine, was crucified, died and rose again from the deal. His deah and suffering on
the aosswas intended to be asaaifice for the forgiveness of the sins of men. This is
cdled the Atonement, and he is entitl ed the Savior and the Redeamer.

5. The Holy Spirit is the third Person d the blessed Trinity. After the deah of Christ the
Holy Spirit descended uponthe Apostles (or ealy Missonaries) of Christ, and the Spirit
continues to lead the Church.

inherited from the transgresson o Adam.
7. BAPTISM, the ceemony of sprinkling somebody with water, or, ac@rding to some
seds, immersing hm in water, as making hs being acceted as a member of the Church,

Let us examine the saaed dactrines of the Church in the light of the writings of the Bible,
which the Church accepts a canonicd, that isto say, as the authoritative Word of God.

THE BIBLE

The word Bible acmes from the Greek biblia

books, which form the foundation d Christian belief. Admittedly they have been written
by alarge number of authors, known and unknavn. But those authors are believed to have
been inspired by God and they wrote the books under the supervision and gudance of
God; hencethe Bible is referred to as the Word of God. The Cathadlic Bible, however, is
somewhat different from the Protestant Bible. The former consists of 73 bools, whil e the
latter has only 66 bools.



In general the Bible is divided into two main pations, the Old Testament which was
written before the advent of Jesus Christ, and the New Testament which was written after
Jesus Christ and describes the life and teadings of Jesus Christ and the adivities of his
disciples, or apaostles, in spreading the Christian faith. The New Testament contains aso
letters addressed to various Christians groups and individuals. These letters were written
mostly by Paul, a Jew who converted to Christianity and becane the dief exporents of
the Christian faith as it known today. He has at times described the true founder of modern
Christianity.

The books of the Old Testament in their present form were probably written after the
return o the Jews from the Babylonian captivity i.e. after 536 B.C. Those of the New
Testament were @lleded and accepted as legal in the fourth century after Christ (abou
367A.D.). Besides the Four Gospels (describing the life and teading o Christ) which are
in the Bible there ae anumber of other Gospels which were not accepted by the Church
elders, and some of them are available even today. The books which could have formed
part of the Bible, and indeed were and are acceted by some Christians, but which the
main body of the Christian Church regjeded, are cdled the Apocrypha, a Gree&k word
meaning , but which nav has wrondy been understood as meaning
The officially acceted boolks are cdled
books of the Bible which are regarded as THE WORD OF GOD.

ORIGINAL SIN

In the Old Testament the first book, Genesis, has the story of creaion and the fall of man.
Thusis described the fall of Adam from grace

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, "you may fredy eat evey treeof the
garden; but of the treeof knowledge of good and ewvl you shall not eat, for in the day

Genesis 2:15-16

Adam, however, persuade
forbidden treeof knowledge. God cursed them bath.

To thewoman He said; " | will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you
shall bring forth children, ye your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule

And to Adam He said; " Beause you have listened to the wice of your wife, and have

ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and
thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. In the sweat
of your face you shall eat breadtill you return to the ground, and for out of it you were

taken; you are dust and
Genesis 3:16-19



On acwourn of their sin, the Church teades, Adam and Eve lost sanctifying gace theright
of Hearen and their speaal gifts; they became subjed to deah, to sufferingandto astrong
inclination to evil and they were driven from the garden of Paradise. On acount of

punishment. Thisiswhat iscdled THE ORIGINAL SIN.

REDEMPTION by the deah of Jesusonthe aoss In hisletter to the Romans he wrote:

world through one man and death through sin, and so
death spread to al men because all men sinned-sin indeed was in the world before the
law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even ove those whose sins were not like the transgresson of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come. But the freegift isnot like the trespass For

gift in the graceof that one man
Romans 5:12-15

To the Corinthians St. Paul wrote: " For asin Adam all die, so dso in Christ shall all
be made
1 Corinthians 15:22

The Pauline doctrine of Original sin is, however, contradicted by other passages from the
Bible. In Deuteronamy, for example, which is one of the five books of Torah, Moses
Deuteronamy 24:16

In Jeremiah we read:
for his

Jeremiah 31:29-30
And in Ezekidl it ismore categorically stated:
has done what is lawful and right, and has been careful to observe all my statutes, he
shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the
son; therighteousnessof the righteous dhall be upon himself, and the wickednessof the

Ezekiel 18:19-20

In the New Testament too there is the evidence of Jesus himself contradicting the
theory of inherited sin:



" Rabh who sinned, this man or his parents, that he wa
"1t was not this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made

John 91-3

Contrary to the teadings of the Church, which gces under his name, that all children are
born in sin, Jesus Christ confirms their innocence in the following passage from the
Gospel according to Matthew:

Mathew 18:3

Thus we seethat the doctrine of inherited sin propouncdd by Paul asin hisfirst letter to
Corinthians (quaed abowve) is contradicted by God and Moses in more aithoritative
evidence from the Bible, namely in Deuteronamy, Jeremiah and Ezekiel (all of the Old
Testament) as well as by Jesus Christ in the Gospels acmrding to John and Matthew (in
the New Testament). The Church however isinclined to dsregard the cdegoricad evidence
of the Torah, the Prophets and the Gospels, which form the main parts of the Bible, and
rely on the letters of St. Paul which for no eathly reason were gpended to and then
incorporated in the Bible.

But who isthis Paul?

ST. PAUL

St. Paul was a Jew whom was born in Tarsus in what is now Turkey. When he was born
the courtry was part of Roman Empire, and thus although ly race ad religion a Jew, he
yet enjoyed the privil ege of being a Roman citizen. St. Paul was not one of the disciples
chosen by Jesusin hislife-time. Indeead thereis noindicaion that he ever met Jesus. What
isknown isthat he was fanaticd in hatred for Christians, and engaged himself in houndng
out Christians from hiding and kringing them to be tortured and kill ed. He was present at
the stoning d St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr.

While on his way to Damascus he is reported to have experienced avision o Christ, and
thus becane astaunch propagator of Christianity which he daimed had been reveded to
him by Jesusin visions. This

from what the dhosen disciples of Jesus knew to be the teading o the Master, so that
there was a serious conflict between Paul and the original followers of Christ who like
Jesus had never deviated from the law of Moses and the strict Judaic monatheism.



THE ONLY SON OF GOD

In the four Gospels of the Bible there ae anumber of references to Jesus Christ as the

w that he thus breathed his last, he
Mark 1539

come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the cild to be born will be alled holy, the

Luke 1:35
am."
Luke22:70
He trust in God; let
Matthew 27:43

And wheneve the unclean spirits beheld him, theyfell down before him and cried out,
strictly ordered them not to make him know.
Mark 3:11-12

And when he ame to the other side, to the wuntry of Gadarenes, two demoniac met
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one ould passthat way. And behold,

Matthew 8:28-29

In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke there are about 22 such references to
Jesus as the Son of God, but in all of them not once did he call himself so. Matthew
27:43 quded abowe refers to the dlegation d the dief priest with the scribes and the

author of Gospel. It was normally madmen, the so cdled demoniac and urclean spirits, or
pagan Roman soldiers who referred to him as the Son d God. His own preference was
for the title of Ben Adam, which just meant man o son d man. That title is repeated
about 80 times in the Gospels. His Jwish perseautors out of malice dleged that he
claimed to be King d the Jews that he might incur the wrath of the Roman rulers, and that
he daimed to be the Son d God to enrage the Jewish people.

Francis Young, Ledurer in the New Testament Studies at Birmingham University,
writing in The Myth of God Incarnate says. Apart from John where interpretive
material is clearly placed upon the lips of Jesus, the Gospels invariably portray not



Son of God". Alone of all the titles " Son of Man" regularly appears as used by the

It shoud be remembered that at the time of Jesus it was commonpaceto invest with
divinity not only non-existent mythologicd figures but historian mortals as well. Laatus,
the pagan Author of Lives of Philosophers, writes of a number of philosophers as being
sons of God. Plato was described as being d divine parentage; and so was Pythagor as
who was suppcsed to be the incarnate son o the god Hermes. Empedocles was also
aleged to be an immortal godwho heded the sick, and hs foll owers worshipped him and
prayed to him. Plutarch regards it as beyond that Alexander the Great was of divine
descent and Romulus the legendary ancestor of the Romans was the Son o Mars, the god
of war. He was auppcsed to have been raised to heaven in a doud An inscription d 48
B.C. refers to Julius Caesar as "god manifest offspring o Ares and Aphrodite and
common savior of human life". Ancther inscription referring to Augustus Caesar s says.
"The Emperor Caesar, Son d God, god Augustus, oversee of land and sea”

These titles of "god', "son d god', and "lord" being common and widespreal in the
Mediterranean region abou the time of Jesus could na but influence the general pulic
who were not deeply infused with the Judaic monaheism. They were terms loosely used
by al and sundy.

The myths around those other personaliti es, mythologicd and historicd, were strikingly
similar to those later adopted by Christians in the cae of the Prophet Jesus, on whom be
peace Francis Youngin hisessay, Two Roats or a Tangled Mass? writesinter alia

"Moreover, one caina dismiss out of hand the view that something d the same kind
happened in the cae of Jesus. There ae, to take but one example, general similarities

acount of Romulus and some synoptic narratives abou Jesus: a virgin
birth, conception by a god a remarkable caee, no traceof his remains after deah, an
appeaance dter deah to commisson hs succesors, the offering o prayers to him. It
would be impaossble to make a ©nvincing case for dired influence but people living at
rougHy the same time do sean to have produced mythologicd acwourts with parallel

To return to the text of the Bible, when Jesus was brouglt before the court he refused to
concur to the dharge that he daimed to be the Son d God as madmen and pagans had been
propagating abou him: Andthe high priest stood upand said;

was slent. And the high priest said to him, " | adjure you by the living God, tell usif you
are the Chrigt, the Son of God." Jesus sid to him. " You have said so. But | tell you
hereafter you will seethe son of man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming on
the douds of heaven."

Matthew 26.62-64



The three Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke (cdled "synoptic" meaning common view
because they agreein form and content) do na refer to Jesus as the "only" Son d God. It
Is the Gospel of Johnwhich lays peada stresson the divinity of Jesus, and cdls him, the
Only Son o God.

" And the Word became flesh and dwell among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld hisglory, glory as of the only Son from the Father."
John 114

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoeve believes in him
should not perish but have dernal life."
John 316

What is gedal abou the use of the term "Son d God'? Going throughthe Bible we find
such terms being wsed in reference to many others besides Xrsus Christ. In the Old
Testament, all of it having keen written before the birth of Jesus we find the following
examples:

"When men began to multiply on the face of the ground and daughters were born to
them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men werefair; and theytook wives sich
of them asthey dose."

Genesis 6:1-2

" On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang
together, and dl the sons of God shouted for joy?"
Job 386-7

" Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can be
neither measured nor numbered, and in the place where it was said to them, " You are
not my people." It shall be said to them " Sons of the living God."

Hoseal:10

Apparently it was quite ommon pradice before the time of Jesus even for Hebrew writes
onreligious subedsto use the term "sons of God' in referenceto those who were beloved
of God. An Italian Biblicd authority, Marcdlo Craveri, who wrote The Life of Jesus,
however, believes that the term has in history undergone dhanges through mistranslation.
He writes:

"Actually, the Old Testament does contain the phrase ebed Yahweh, which, however,
means "the servant of God', "the slave of God", God's liege subjed. The Greek text of
Septuagint translates it equivocdly as (pais Theou), in as much as pais, like the Latin
puer, can mean either "littl e boy" or "slave" , subsequently, it was quite simple to replace
paisin the sense of "boy" with " hyos" , which means "son".

Indead in Hebrew literature even the term "god' seansto have been rather loosely used. In
Exodus we read of God addressng Moses and telling hm abou the relation which would
be between hhm and Aaron:



"He shall speak for you to the people; and he shall be a mouth for you, and you shall be
to him as God."
Exodus 4:16

Note again:

"| say, " You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you nevetheless you shall dielike
men and fall li ke any prince"
Psalm 82:6-7

All those quaation are from the Old Testament let us now seewhat the New Testament
has to say. Luke reports Jsus preading:

" But love your enemies, and do goodand lend, expeding nothing in return; and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the selfish.”

Luke 6:35
In the Gospel acording to Matthew Jesus reported to say:
" Blessd are the peacemakers for theyshall be alled sons of God."
Matthew 5:9
Paul in hisletter to the Romans writes;
" For all who areled by the Spirit of God are sons of God."
Romans 8:14

The two men who are said to have done their utmost to ascribe divinity to Jesus Christ are
Johnand Paul; and yet from the éowve quatation Paul definitely admits that Jesus was the
only son d God, but " all who a Jesus reled by the Spirit off God are sons of God."

Let us sewhat John resto say, he who has coined the phrase, " the only son of God" . In
the course of an argument Jesus had with the Jews who wanted to stone him, he asked of
them for which of the goodwoks that he & shown them were they stoning hm?

" The Jews answered him, " We stone you for no goodworks but for blasphemy; because
you being a man, make yourself God." Jesus answered them, " Is it not written in your
law, | said, you are gods! If he alled them gods to whom the word of God came (and
the scripture annot be broken), do you say of him of whom the Father conseaated and
sent into theworld, " You are blaspheming" because | said " | am the son of God?'
John 1033-36

In ather words Jesus was pointing ou to his Ewish perseautors that the term Son d God
was no more blasphemous than the term " gods" which had been used in resped of others
previous to hm. At least that is what the writer of Johns Gospel impiles. Jesus's own
personal preference was for the term " son of man", in Herbrew, Arabic and Swahili:
" Ben Adam", which just means "man". Thisis repeded nolessthan 80itemsin the New



Testament, mostly spoken by Jesus himself. Not onceis he reported to caegoricdly cdl
himself the Son d Godin any spedal sense.

Finaly let us consider Christ's last words when he was abou to ascend to heaven as
related in Gospel of John

"1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."
John 2017

It isvery clea to understand what Jesus meant by this sngle sentence, that his snship
was in noway different from the sonship of all men.

The American writer, Upton Sinclair, says in his book "A Personal Jesus' : "And lest
anyone think that :in cdling God hs Father he was proclaiming hmself the Son, let it be
made dea that he cdled God your Father, too. He said it eighteen times in the New
Testament: "Y our Heavenly Father Knoweth", and so on He meant that we were dl sons
of God, and he was one of them."

GOD AND JESUS (are they one and the same?)

Christian churches tead that Jesus Christ is nat

God". The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are one. Threein ore, and ore in Three
They are m-eternal and co-equal. Jesus is God, and God is Jsus. That is the Christian
dogma, to which the majority of those who cdl themselves Christians subscribe.

St. Paul in hisfirst letter to the Corinthians wrote

he

raised Christ, whom hedid not raiseif it istrue that the dead ae not raised
1 Corinthians 15:15

more gpropriate to speek of the operationin the followingterms: Christ raised himself? If
God raised Christ, the two could na possbly be the same being. One was definitely the
performer and the other uponwhom the operation was performed.

John the other strong advocate of the divinity of Christ, reports in his Gospel that Jesus

And he (Stephen) said, old, | seethe heavens

Acts 7:56

The son d man, as ksus preferred to cdl himself, is seen by Stephen to be standing at the
right hand d God. Hence he caana at the same time be God; and thisis a description d a
situation in heaven, He is no longer the Jesus of this world described in Hebrew 2 as



On the Mourt of Olives to which Jesus fled hurted by the Jews, he took accasion to
withdraw from his disciples, and there in sedusion prayed to God:

Luke 22: 42-43

We note herethreeimportant things:

1. Jesus praysto God, Jesus worship God. Hencethey are two separate beings of unequal
status to the extent that one hasto pray to the other.

2. They have two separate will s, but the will of Jesus, the son d man, is subardinate to

3. Jesus, being man, loses heat and wegens, and God almighty, as the source of al
strength, sends an angel to strengthen Jesus.

In the Gospel of John Jesus says caegoricdly:
John 14 28

A
Eli, la ma sabach-
Matthew 27: 46

It is clea from the &ove quaation that Jesus and God are not only separate entities but
their will are different and could be even contradictory; the superior will must however

cross Far from being the only begotten Son d God a God, we could na exped such
wegknesseven from an ordinary mortal with atrust in God.

MIRACLES : But in whose Authority?

Amongthe proofs advanced by some to substantiate the divinity of Jesus are the mirades
which heis reputed by the Gospels to have performed. Examples of such mirades are the
turning o water into wine, the heding d the leprous and the paralytic, the exorcising d
the possessed, the raising d the dead, and walking onwater. But the very same Gospels
tell us that Jesus attributed all those mirades and everything that he ever did to the God
who hed sent him. Hence ae afew examples:

me commandment what to say and what to speak. And | know that his commandment is

John 12 49-50



ar, | judge; and my judgement is just,

John 530

his command. In the story of the raising d Lazaus from the deal as related by Johnwe
read:

him,

| thank thee
that thou hearest me always, but | have said this on account of the people standing by,

John 11 38-44
From the ébove we note threethings:

1. Jesustells Martha
Jesus always seks the glory of God who sent him.
2. Jesus praysto Godfor mirade, and duifully thanks God for answering h's prayers.
3. Jesustakes painsto convincethe spedatorsthat it isindeed God who has ent him, and

references to the event in the Bible make dea that it was God who raised hm. Hedid na
rise of his own vdliti on. Indeead neither was he unique in the ad.

In 2 Kings 4:32-35 we read of a diild who was raised from the dead. Ancther case is
reported in 1Kings 17: 22. The Bible dso tell s of people whowent upto heaven.

they still went on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire

2Kings2:11

Genesis 5: 24

Such legends abou outstanding personaliti es were replete before and at the time of Jesus.

Josephus writing in Antiquities
disappeaed in a cetain valley, athough e wrote in the holy books that he died, which
was dore out of fea, lest they shoud venture to say that, becaise of his extraordinary

beentakentot

According to J. Jeremias in moyses. These went up to heaven: Enoch, Moses and



THE VIRGIN BIRTH

The virgin birth of Jesus is regarded, perhaps, as the most powerful of all mirades
suppating the daim for his divinity. Maurice Wiles, Regius Professor of Divinity and
Canon d Christ Church, Oxford, and Chairman of the Church of England Doctrine
Commisson, writes in his article Christianity without I ncarnation? In the book The
Myth of God I ncarnate:

bts were expressed abou the literal truth
of the virginal conception d Jesus, these were frequently treded as dired attadks uponthe
doctrine of incarnation. The virgin birth was 2 firmly regarded as the means by which the
incarnation was effeded that the two were widely regarded as ganding a falling

Strong and irrefutable aguments have down the pages of history been presented against
the doctrine of incarnation, i.e. the beli ef that God Almighty took the human form as Jsus
of Nazaeth. The aguments range from the Quranic which draw the parallel of the
credion d Adam from no-father and nomother, and the @wnception d Elizabeth, the wife
of Zadhariah, who karren and having passed menopause, did yet give birth to John In the
caseof Z

But these ae scriptural arguments; they are for a people who have faith. There ae those
who have dismissed the whale thing as purely mythologicd, and have presented many
similar claims of virgin hirth for pagan dvinities prior to Jesus Christ. Persus of Greece
was s1ppased to have been ban by aDanae The virgin RheaSil viagave birth to Romulus
of Rome. The Egyptian Horus was born by Isis, the immaaulate virgin queen of heaven.
The agument is that these legends were airrent in the Mediterranean region abou the
time of Jesus was most likely equally legendary.

Rationali st interpreters of the Bible have foundfault with the aurrent tranglations, and have
sought to placeon record what they believes is the more @rred rendering d the original
text. Marcdlo Craveri acases the Church Fathers of launching into a seach for every

in birth. As an example Craveri refers to Isaiah 7:14 as the most
quated prophesy regarding the virgin hirth:

Craveri argues that the prophecy had nahing to dowith the birth of Jesus. The origina
text spe&s, The Revised Standard Version
of the Bible agrees with Marcdlo Craveri in this resped. The adua meaning d the




prophegy is admitted to be difficult by the same Christian commentators who claim that it

the birth of Jesus. It isthe ending d a discusson that Isaiah says he had with King Ahaz,
in which the prophet ressaured the king o the imminent destruction d his two enemies,

Ancther rationalist G. Vermes in Jesus the Jew
Mary could well have originally meant one too young for child-beaing, just as Sarah,
Hannah and Elizabeth were old, or barren.

Lastly we have the opinion d a scientist and a medicd praditioner regarding the general
question d conception by avirgin. Dr. T.H. Van de Velde M.D. writingin his best selling
book on sexology, Ideal marriage

exceptional instancesonreaord of impregnation a conception foll owing the penetration o
sperm cdls into the female genitalia withou complete immisgo penis or entrance of the
male organ. Such cases are of grea pradicd importance They plainly prove two things;
Firstly, that under certain circumstances impregnation can result even when the hymen
remains unkroken. And seaondly, that a spermatozoon can read the femae organs

The profundty of all these speaulations, medicd, scientific or rational, is undoukied; but it

similitude of Jesus before Allah is as that of Adam: He aeated him from dugt,

-60

JESUS - Prophet from Nazareth the servant of God

The Bible beas out this Quranic truth. In number of places we note Jesus sying with

of G

John 17 3

been sent as a messenger of God.

Acts 3:26



God d our fathers, glorified his
servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presenceof Pilate, when he had

Acts3: 13

servants to speak thy word
with all baldness while thou stretches out thy hand to heal, and sign and wonders are

Acts4: 30

The sick are healed, signs and wonders are performed: who does all this? It is the
hand of God. The name of Jesus may be invoked, but that is only instrumental, as an

Jesus is reported to say acarding to the Gospels: recaves me, recaves not me

Mark 9:37

He who oleys the Apaostle
(Muhammad-
Qur

Andinthe following verse the Prophet Muhammad istold by All ah:
IS oft-
In the Gospel of John Jesus sys:

John 434
That is inded the literal translation o the word | SLAM, Submisson to

the will of God

shall know whether the teaching is from God a whether | am speaking on my own
authority. He who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but he who seeks
the gl

John 714-18

He who recaves a prophet because he is a prophet receve
who receves a righteous man becuse he is a righteous man shall receve a righteous

Matthew 10:40-41

nt of
God, a prophet sent by God, an apostle. Time and time again he repeds that he has not
come on his own authority, that he does nat even ad or spes&k on hs own authority; but
that he says and ads in fulfill ment of the commandment and the will of God who has sent



him. These ae the true qualiti es of a prophet and messenger of God. And that indeed is
what his foll owers who saw him and lived with him took him to be.

Read the Gospels:
ndedl the

John 614

him to

Matthew 21:46

Matthew 21: 11

erning Jesus of

Luke 24:19
Jesus nat only denied that he was God, but also refused to be considered even good

out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and

Mark 10:17-18

A PROPHET TO ISRAEL

We have seen from the extrads we have reproduced from the Bible that Jesus was nt by
God.

To whom was he sent? Tothe World?- L et the Bible speak:

behold, A Cannnanite

Matthew 15: 21-24

When Jesus was dispatching his twelve dhosen disciples to go ou and spread the Gospel
he instructed them to avoid ganginto nonlsradite towns.

Matthew reports:
Gentiles (i.e. non-Jews), and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost

Matthew 10: 5-6



sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,

Matthew 19: 28

The clam that Jesus Christ is a redeamer of the world from sin is rebutted by his own
caegoricd statement recorded in the Gospel acwrding to John In prayer to God he
dedares his own limitations consistent with the general spirit of his misson.

ying for them; | am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast

John 179

If we dlow ourselves to judge from the statement of Jesus as reported by Matthew and
Mark that he was snt only to the lost shegp dof Israd, and his clea instructions to his
disciples that they shoud go navhere anong nonJews but rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israd, and his prophecy that he and his twelve disciples would be judgng the
twelve tribes of Israd in the heredter, we would na be wrongto conclude that the people

fad that Christianity was not preaded to nonJews until after the mnwversion o Paul. It
was hewhoinsisted on dangthat in the faceof strong oppaition from the dhosen apostles
of Jesus. They regarded such adion asviolation d the explicit instructions and pradice of
the Master. Dr. Marcdl o Craveri writesin hisbook The Life of Jesus:

-whelming personality and hs

he himself rather ironicdly spoke of James and Peter. Quarrels and confli cts between them
and Paul soon arose, espedally over the new conwverts outrageous proposal to cary the

Biblicd scholar, Dr. Hugh Schorfield, in his book Those incredible Christians, writes
thus

-driven
enemy of the new David. When eventually he becane a prisoner of the Romans, the
Christians neither of Jerusale
including raising funds for the poa saints of Judeg had mitigated oppaitionto him. For
the more intransigent of the legitimate Church Paul was a dangerous. and dsruptive
influence, bent on enlisting alarge foll owing from amongthe Gentiles in arder to provide
himself with a numericd superiority with the suppat of which he could set at defiancethe
Elders at Jerusalem. Paul had been the enemy from the beginning, and because he had
failed in hisformer open hastility he had craftily insinuated himself into the fold to destroy
it from within. This he was doing by setting aside the saaed Torah and reauiting anyone
willi ngto join him onthe merest professon d belief. He shoud never have been receved,
but there were thase who were so innacent and ursuspicious that they had na redized
what he was up to. And seeto what a state of affairs their misplacel confidence had led!
The whole Nazorean cause, the caise, the caise of Mesgah himself, was in jeopardy of
being uterly discredited in Israd. Because Paul seaned to be on d its chief spokesmen



and was annourting that the Torah was invalid as a means of salvation it would be
believed by pious kws that the foll owers of Jesus were the wors

The wisdom of Jesus in restricting his teading to Israd lay in his desire to preserve the
monaheism of Abraham from being contaminated by pagan influences which prevail ed
al around hm amongthe nonJews. As far as he was concerned the rest of humanity was
nat yet ready to receve the whale truth. His feas becane more than fully redized when,

Law of God lranded a airsed, but the pagan cults of Mithra, Orpheus, Osiris, Attis etc
were systematicdly absorbed and kecame part and parcd of official Christianity.

asrtion) derives from the foll owing passages of the Gospels:

Father and of the Son and o the holy Spirit teaching them to olserve all that | have

Matthew 28: 19-20

Luke 24: 47

rld and preach the Gospel to the whole
creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who dces not believewill

Mark 16: 16
All the three dove-quaed passages refer not to the historicd Jesus when he lived,

resurredion, when he gopeaed to the dhosen few. It isknown that amongthe four Gospels
which are in the Bible the ealiest to be written was that of Mark. The others were written

includes the instruction, contradicting all his previous ones, of preating Christianity to
nontJews, is alater addition.

The Encyclopedia Britannica11" edition vd. 17 page 730says that the passage was added
later, possbly ealy in the second century to take the placeof missng words or words
which were regarded deficient.

-20) is ©-cdled longer Ending
to the gospel which dces not appea in the oldest manuscripts, and which is a seaond
century pastiche of added excerpts from Matthew, Luke and Acts
evidence of the resurredion is not in the gospels bu
Corinthians 15: 3-



If the passage in the 16" chapter of Mark (verse 9 to 20) is an interpolation, asit is hereby
proven and admitted to be, then the whale story of Christ's rising from the dead and
ordering hsdisciplesto goand pread to all creaion baptizing in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, is alater day addition. The author of the legend as far as can
be tracad from the reading d the Bible, is St. Paul, for the ealiest record is nat in the

Gospels but in Paul's letter to the Corinthians. As Craveri putsit in The Life of Jesus:

"Paul convinced hmself that thoughJesus had redly died, he must have risen, leaving hs

g his own semi-pagan
conception d the asumption d Jesus into anew life & a reward for his virtues with the
Jewish dactrine of the necessty of areconcili ationwith Yahweh, and a"secondcovenant”,
Paul taught that exadly this had been the task of Jesus, and these had been his meritsin
the gyes of God: avicarious aaificethrough hmself in his saintlinessand innocence that
expiated the wlledive guilt's of all."

If therefore the basis of the whale story of Jesus'srising from the dead is at its best opento
question, if nat palpably fase, then there is no goundfor the belief that Jesus at any
historicd moment ordered that his gospel shoud be taught to the gentiles. Equally the
referenceto the ThreePersons of the Trinity attributed to Jesus is baseless

SALVATION OF BLOOD

The theory is that Adam and Eve sinned by eaing the forbidden fruit. Their transgresson
Is inherited by al children of Adam and Eve. Since thus they deprive God d a part of
what is due to Him, there is no way to escgpe the just punishment of God except by
restoring the lossthat men have imposed on God. The agument would have it that since
al the goodthat can be dore is owed to God, nathingis gained by undang awrong orce
committed. Hence only a perfed being, who agrees to be punished for the sins of other
men, can molli fy God's wrath. Sinceonly Godis perfed it must be He then who must take
the human form, come forward and all ow himself to be tortured and ke kill ed for the faults
of hiscredures.

Craveri notes. "Thus we enter the truly staggering vicious circle of a god who punshes
himself in order to be aleto forgive the men and women who have offended him!"

"And Jesus called them to him and said to them, " You know that those who are
suppaosed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise
authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoeve would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoeve would be first among you must be slave
of all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to served, and to gvehislifeas
aransom for many."

Mark 10:42-45

The &owve passage is one of the Biblicd quaations put forward as an argument for the
doctrine of salvation by the blood d Jesus. Let us examine the passage:



1. Jesus dedares that he "came not to be served bu to serve'. In the previous pages we
have seen how by word and deed Jesus was proud to serve and worship God. In this
passage he would na have anyone believe that he cane to be served, far lessto be

worshipped.

2. The phrase "to gve hislife & aransom for many is obviously afigure of speed in the
same vein as "Whoever would be first among you must be slave of al." Surely no ore
would suggest that Jesus means by "dave" literally that one becmes property to be
bough and sold. Similarly it is absurd to interpret "giving ore'slife s aransom" asthe ad
of physicd deah being a saaificefor the aonement for the sins of others. We often hea
of leadersin all walks of life being referred to as saaificing themselves for their people. It
never occur to us to uncerstand by that phrase that their deeah in any way confers benefit
to their people. On the contrary what it all amourts to is that such leaders have spent their
lives working for the good d their foll owers.

This reminds me of a catoon that appeaed in the Egyptian daily, Al-Akhbar, of 19"
October 1976 The catoon dypicts a mock funeral processon for a parliamentary
candidate. A sprawling banner over the bier reals:

"THE MAN WHO EVERYDAY DIESFOR YOU"
A ribbonround a wreah caried in front of the solemn processon reads "TO YOUR
LAST RESTING PLACE A SEAT IN THE NATIONAL ASS&EMBLY™
someone intones "VOTE FOR HIM!" Amongthe "mourners’ is one who sheds atea, but
his friend beside him reminds him: " Control yourself, man, this is only for public
relations!” .

If therefore Jesus did de on the aossfor the sins of men, and if it was true that he was
God, then the whole processwas gage-ading, for God could na redly suffer the tortures,
and hs deah meant nothing to him, for acdually he did na die, being God. The whole
procedure takes the form of outrageous cheding. And if the exercise was predestined, and
Jesus knew it as we ae made to believe, and that it was in fulfill ment of propheaes and
the misson d Jesus, then those who inflict punishment on hm and killed him, shoud be
hail ed as benefadors of mankind and the beloved of God for their fulfilli ng to the letter
God's own desires.

Ancther quaation which is used as further argument to strengthen the doctrine of
salvation by bloodis this from Luke:

" Blessed by the Lord God o Israel for he has visited and redeamed his people, and has
raised up ahorn of salvation for usin the house of his srvant David, as he spoke by the
mouth of hisholy prophets from of old, and from the hand of all who hatesus."

Luke 1:68-71
Thisisthe prophegy of Zadhariah when his onJohnwas born. But it is clea that he says
it is God who hes redeemed his people, by raising among them "a horn of salvation,”
which is the Mesgah who was being expeded by the Jew to deliver them "from their
enemies’, the Roman rulers. The coming d the savior, says Zadariah, is in fulfill ment of



ancient prophedes. It is distorting the meaning d words to interpret this expeded
deliverance from the enemies of the Jews, who were the Roman rulers, as meaning
salvation by blood d Jesus. Anather alleged testimony for the doctrine of atonement by
blood

" The next day, He (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, " Behold,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"
John 129

Granted that these words were not the invention d the inventive Johnthe evangelist (for
they are nat borne out by any other Gospel) is this not much the same thing as when we
spe& of any eathly leader: "Here is he who beas al our burdens for us'? or when we
advise someone: "You will kill yourself, man, trying to heg on your shouders the
problems of the world!" the taking away of sin is not necessarily the same thing as the
forgiveness of sin by the deah of Jesus; rather is it by living upto his teadings and
treading on hs footsteps (again a figure of speed) that men shall attain salvation. It is
through dang the will of God who sent his srvant, Jesus, as a prophet and messenger, as
he himself so often said, that men shall be saved. It is throughrighteousnessthe doing o
what is morally right, acording to God's laws, that everyone will save himself. Credit is,
however, refleded on hm who pants the way, and indeed he thus becomes the savior of
the people.

The teaching o Jesus are what is esential, his suffering in the ourse of his work is
incidental. Are we justified in laying stress on the incidental and ignoring, or even
belittli ng, the esential ?

The foll owing passage from the Gospel acmrdingto Johnis believed to pu the doctrine of
vicarious atonement more forcefully and clealy than any other:

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoeve believes in him
should not perish but have dernal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him."

John 316

Here we have to appredate that Johris Gospel is very different from the three It was
written much later. It was not intended to be afadua narrative, but rather subjedive
religious propaganda highly charged with sentimentalism. It was obviously intended to
push definite doctrines fanaticdly adhered to by the writer. By the time this Gospel was
being written Pauline Christianity must have been qut prevalent and the writer more than
a faithful adherent. In this Gospel the asolute divinity of Christ is gressed, and Jesus is
referred to as "The only Son d God." The doctrine of salvation is however even in this
Gospel not definitely asserted. At best, one might say, It isglanced at. It isonly one whose
mind is aready made up who will i nterpret the sentence "For God sent the Son into the
world na to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through hm." To mean
that it is by his deah onthe aoss or "whoever believesin hm" to mean "believesin his
deah as expiation for other people's sns.”



Dr. Hugh Schorfield in Those I ncredible Christians presents to us in graphic terms the
value of the Gospel acmrding to John as an authentic record of the life and teading o
Jesus Christ. He says:

"Thus in the Fourth Gospel, as in the letters to the Seven Churches, it is not the red Jesus
spe&ing, but John the Elder who is ge&ing in his name. the fraud can be deteded,
however, not only because the Christ of the Fourth Gospel expresses himself in a manner
which so dften in unJewish, but far more because the evidence of the first epistle of John
revedsthat Jesus ge&ksin the way the aeaor of his suppcsed utterances writes. We have
to be very thankful for the existenceof that epistle. Thereisnocdl for usto be horrified at
the ideathat a gifted and even spiritually minded Christian, whaose work has a placein a
colledion d what many hold to be inspired documents, could be guilty of such gross
deception. It shoud be dea to us by now that there ae several bogus books in the New
Testament, and ahers which are purposefully misleading. Our own moral judgment must
nat be gplied to the literary productions of antiquity, where it was not considered at all
improper to forge, interpolate and slant documents in a goodcause. Johnwould certainly
have believed that his design was righteous and God-guided. He would na doult for a
moment that he had been spedally raised up ky God for the task to be performed, that he
was being led by the Spirit. The remarkable way in which everything was working with
him at every stage confirmed it."

PAUL OR JESUS? FAITH OR WORKS?

Consider the Sermon on the Mount. Quit ealy in the Sermon Jesus made dea his
misson:

"Think not that | have @me to abdish the law and the prophets; | have ®me not to
abdish them but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, till heaven and earth passaway,
not an iota, not a da, will passfrom the law until all is accomplished. Whoeve then
relaxes one of theleast of these mmmandments and teaches men so, shall be cll ed least
in the kingdam of heaven; but he who dces them and teaches them shall be alled great
in the kingdam of heaven. For | tell you unlessyour righteousnessexceels that of the
scribes and the Pharisees, you will neve enter the kingdam of heaven."

Matthew 5:17-20

The sermon onthe Mourt consists of the most important teadings of Jesus Christ. We can
say that here lies true Christianity; that is if we believe that it is Jsus who is the founcer
of Christianity and nd St. Paul.

In the ebove quated passage Jesus saysthat it isimpossbleto enter the kingdam of heaven
"unlessyour righteousnessexceals that of the scribes and the Pharisees.” Now what is the
righteousnessof the scribes and Pharisees? It isto foll ow the law to the letter, and what the
prophets taught. That iswhy Jesus said: "Think nd that | have cme to abali sh them but to
fulfill them." His task was nat to replacethe law by something else, but rather to combat
the purely legalistic externali zation d religion amongthe Jews by the aldition d the spirit
of religion. He laid emphasis on TEACHING and DOING when ha said: "Whoever then
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be cdled the



least in the kingdam of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be cdled
grea in the kingdam of heaven.”

Those are the teachings of Christ himself; but what does Paul say?

" Eat whateve is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of
conscience"
1 Corinthians 10:25

"You are sevaed from Christ, you who would be justified by law; you havefallen away
from grace For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteousness”
Galatians 5:4-5

" We ourselves, who are Jews by birth and not Gentil e sinners, yet who know that a man
Is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of
the law, because by works of the law shall no one bejustified."

Galatians 2:15-16

" Likewise, my brethren, you havedied to the law through the body of Christ, so that you
may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may
bear fruit for God. While we wereliving in the flesh, our sinful passons, aroused by the
law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are discharged
from the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old
written code but in the new life of the Spirit."

Romans 7:4-6

" For we hold that a man isjustified by faith apart from works of law."
Romans 3:28

The teadings of Paul creaed controversy ealy in the history of the Church between his
party and that of Jewish Christians who oheded to the teading d the new religionto the
uncircumcised Gentiles (i.e. nonJews) whom they regarded as unclean. Some of the
discipleswould na even sit at table with the "uncircumcised” who dd na keep the law of
Israd. Ultimately a meding was held between the two fadions, and a cmpromise was
arrived at whereby it was agread that no heary burdens $houd be placad onthe Gentiles
who were converted to Christianity from paganism:

"Then it seemed goodto the apostles and the dders, with the whole dhurch, to choose
men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas."
Acts 1522

"For it has emed goodto the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed toidals, and
from blood, and from things grangled and from unchastely. If you keep yourselvesfrom
these, you will dowell. Farewell ."

Acts 15:28-29



How comes it then that Paul writes to the Corinthians:

"Eat whatever is 0ld in the mea market withou raising any question onthe ground d
conscience'? Paul claims to have been appanted an apostle of Jesus in a revelation and
that he cntinues to receve instructions diredly from the Master even though those
instructions might be contrary to what the disciples recaved from Jesus in person. Let us
examine from Holy Scripture the basis of Paul's claims. This gems from the incident of
his conversion to Christianity on his way to Damascus. It shoud be remembered that St.
Paul who was previously cdled Saul, had been an implacale enemy of Christians before
incident. Which is referred to threetimes in the Acts of the Apacstles, and ead time it is
differently related.

Thefirst version d the story runslike this:

"Now as he journeyeal he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven
flashed abaut him. And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, " Saul,

Saul, why do you perseaute me?" And he said, " Who are you Lord?' And he said, " |
am Jesus, whom you are perseauting, but rise and enter the aty, and you will

be told what you areto da" Then men who were travding with him stood speedless
hearing the wicebut seang no one."

Acts 9:3-7

In this version the incident is related by the author of the Acts. The points worth naing
are:

a. Thelight which Paul saw "flashed abou him". It is not related that others saw the light,
but they did hea the voice

b. It was Paul whofell to the ground

c. He and the men who ere with him bead the voice, but they saw no ore.

d. The voice of Jesus ordered him to enter the aty and there he "would be told what he
was to da"

The seaond \ersion d the story runs like this as reported in the same book The Acts of
the Apostles. But the word are purported to be spoken by Paul before the tribure and the
crowd of Jews as he was answering charges of preading against the law and dfili ng the
temple by bringing Geeksinto it.

"As | made my journey and drew near to Damascus, abaut noon a great light from
heaven suddenly shone about me. And | fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
me, " Saul, Saul, why do you perseaute me?" And | answered, " Who are you, Lord?’
and he said to me, " | am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are perseauting.” Now those
who were with me saw the light but did not hear the \wice of the one who was
speaking to. And | said, " What shall | do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, " Rise, and
gointo Damascus, and there you will betold al that isappanted for you to da"

Acts 22:6-10




Thisversion agrees with the first versionin resped of:

(a) The onewhofell to the groundwas Paul and nd those who were with him.
(b) What Paul was told was to enter the dty and there he would be told what to da

It however disagrees with the first version in that the first says that those who were with
him heard the voice, but it does not say that they saw the light. In this oond ersionit is
stated that those who were with Paul " saw the light but did not hear the voice."

The third version d this vital incident in Christian history is aso contained in Paul's own
words as related in the same holy book The Acts of the Apostles:

" Thus | Journeyto Damascus with the authority and commisson of the chief priest. At
midday, O King, | saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
shining round me and those who journey with me. And when we had dl fallen to

the ground, | heard avoicesaying to mein Hebrew language, " Saul, Saul, why do you
perseaute me? It hurts to kick aganst the goads. " And | said, "Who are you, Lord?"
and theLord said, " | am Jesuswhom you are perseauting. But rise and stand upon your
fed; for | have appeared to you for this, to appont you to serveand bear witnessto the
things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you. delivering
you from the people and from the Gentiles to whom | send you to open their eyes, that
theymay turn from darknessto light and from the power of Satan to God, that theymay
recaeveforgivenessof sinsand a daceamong those who are sanctified by faith in me."
Acts 26:12-18

Now here we seegreat divergences with the statementsin chapter 9 and chapter 22 o
this very same book

(@) Accordingto this third versionit is not Paul alone who saw the light- as related in the
first version, but all, asrelated in the seaond ersion.

(b) Here Paul saysthat they all fell to the ground This contradicts the first and the second
versions which relate that it was Paul only whofell.

(c) Instead of beinginstructed by the mysterious voice of Jesus to enter the aty where Paul
would be told what to dg, this version gves detail ed instructions as imparted to Paul there
and then of being appanted as the Apastle of Jesus who also promises him that he will
appea to him again; and volating all of Jesus's teadings to his disciples when he was
alive, sends Paul as a speda messnger to pread the gospel to nonJews; and, also
contrary to Jesuss teading duing hslife-time, teades justificaion by faith alore.

Why shoud Paul be so expansive in this third version? It is because he is here aldressng
King Agrippa. But we may pause to wonder what we would think of witnesswho relates
one story to the padice changing it a little when he faces the magistrate, and gves a
completely different version when the cae reades the High Court. But no ore can



describe Paul better than the description he has given of himself in his letter to the
Corinthians. He saysand | quae:

" For though | am freefrom all men, | have made myself a slaveto al, that | might win
the more. To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law |
became under thelaw though not being myself under thelaw that I might win those
under the law. Those outside the law | became as one outside the law  not being
without law toward God kut under the law of Christ that | might win the weak. | have
beaome all thingsto al men, that | might by all means savesome, | doit all for the sake
of the gospel, that | may sharein its blessngs.”

1 Corinthians 9:19-23

To win converts ®ans to be the be-all and end al-of St.Paul. The doctrine of the end
justifying the means samns hereto be caried to extreme asurdity.

St. Paul says:

"The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which
we preach) becuse, if you confesswith your lips that Jesus is Lord and believein
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Romans 10:8-9

But let us read from the eistle of James, the brother of Jesus abou which Hugh
Schorfield in The Pasove Plot writes: "The true spirit of Jesus is manifested in the
epistle of Jamesin the New Testament."

Says James:

"What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has no works? Can his
faith savehim? If a brother or sister isill-clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you
says to them, " Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what does it profit? So faith by itself, if it has no works, isdead. But
some one will say, " You have faith and | have works." Show me your faith from your
works, and | by my works will show you my faith. You believethat God is one; you do
well. Even the demons believeand shudder. Do you want to be shown, you foolish
fellow, that faith apart from work is barren? Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when he offered his n Isaac upon the alter? You seethat faith was activealong
with hisworks, and the scripture was fulfill ed which says, " Abraham believed God, and
it was redkoned to him as righteousness"” and he was call ed the friend of God. You see
that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way was not
Rahab the harlot justified by works when shereceved the messengers and sent them out
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from worksis
dead.”

James 2:14-26



These doctrine which truly depict the teading d Jesus are in dred conflict with those
propoundkd by St. Paul. No wonder does Paul insist in undsguised wrath:

“And what | do | will continue to dg in_order to undermine the daim of those who
would like to claim that in their boasted misson theywork on the same terms as we do.
For such men are false apastles, decetful workmen, disguising themselves as apaostles of
Christ And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is not
strange if his ®rvants also disguise themselves as srvants of righteousness Their end
will correspond to their deeds.”

2 Corinthians 11:12-15

Paul's motive thus made even clea. He wants to win converts by hook a by crook, and to
undermine the daim to Christ's discipleship of all those worthy companions of Jesus who
studied at his fed and shared all the tribulations with hkm. What are we to dowhen we ae
facal with such obvious contradictions between two contending parties both claiming to
be representing Christ? The wise thingto doisto goto the Master himself and study those
of his sayings which are plain and clea enoughto be aedible and which generally reflea
his overall teating and life. Jesuss most sustained preading is emboded in what is
cdled the Sermon onthe Mount. His most caegoricd statement regarding the law and
works is contained in Matthew chapter 5. With regard to Jesus's own view on those who
clam to be representing hm while & the same time distort his teatings. Jesus is
reported to say:

" Not evey one who saysto me, " Lord, Lord" shall enter the Kingdam of heaven, but he
who daes the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me,
" Lord, Lord, did we not prophecyin your hame, and cast out demonsin your name and
did many wonderful works in your name?" And then will | dedare to them, " | neve
knew you: depart from me, you euvldoers." Every one then who hears these words of
mine and does them will be like a wise man who huilt his house upon the rock; and the
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon the house, but it did
not fall, because it had keen founded on the rock. And eve'y one who hears these words
of mine and dces not do them will be like a fodish man who huilt his house upon the
sand: and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat aganst that
house, and it fell; and great wasthefall of it."

Matthew 7:21-27

These ae the concluding words in the Sermon onthe Mount. They are forthright and
unambiguows. Who are these "evildoers', these fodish men who will nat follow the
teatings of Jesus, which are based on the fulfillment of the law and the prophets and
doing the will of God? Who are these men who pretend to perform mirades and to be
apostles of Christ, and yet contradict histeadings by preatingjustificaion by faithin the
salvation by bloodwithou doing what Jesus ordered them to da namely to live to the law
and the teadiings of the prophets? Who are these men who wse Jesus's name and yet will
be denied by him? He that has understanding let him understand. Let us nat be like the
foadlish man who bult his house uponthe sand lest we fall, for grea will bethefall of it.



GUIDE INTO ALL THE TRUTH

Jesus Christ's teading is quit substantial, but his short life and the immaturity of his
people prevented him from completing the misson onwhich he had been sent into the
world. It is posgble dso that his misson was by necessty of alimited nature, to pave the
way for what was to come. Under either circumstances he had to confess" | Have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit comes, he will
guide you into dl thetruth."

The gospel acording to Johnreports the foll owing as part of a speed which Jesus made
to hisdisciples during the Last Supper.

"But now | am going to him who sent me; ye none of you asks me, " Where are you
going?' But because | have said these thing to you, sorrow has filled your hearts
Neveatheless Itell you thetruth: Itisto your advantagethat | go avay, for if | donot go
away, the Counsellor will not cometo you: but if | go, | will send him to you. And when
he comes, he will convince the world of sin and of righteousnessand o judgment: of
sin, because they do not believeme; of righteousness because | go to the Father, and
you will seeme no more; of judgment, because the ruler of thisworld is judged. | have
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit comes, he
will guide you into dl the truth; for he will not speak on his authority, but whateve he
hears he will speak, and he will dedare to you things that are to some. He will glorify
me, for he will take what is mine and dedareit to you."

John 16 5-14

By this Jsusisinforming hs disciples that he is abou to leave the world, that he has not
acomplished his misson, but that another will come dter him to tead the whale truth.
That other one is cdled by various names acarding to the various versions of the Bible.
The Revised Standard Version which | have been using throughou this essay cdls him
Coursdllor. King James's Authorized Version cdls him Comforter. Whatever the title, the
"Coursell or" was described by Jesus as the person who:

(&) would come dter him

(b) would convincethe world of sin and d righteousnessand d judgment;

(c) would gude mankindinto all thetruth;

(d) would na spe& on hs own authority, but whatever he would hea he would spe&;
(e) would prophesy;

(f) would gorify Jesus Christ.

Let us examine this prophecy of Jesus as reported by Johrs Gospel withou any
preconceved naions, and with perfed objedivity. Many Christians with minds fully
indoctrinated by Church authorities take it for granted that the prophecy refersto the Holy
Ghost, or the Holy Spirit, the third Person d the "ever blessed incomprehensible Trinity".
This belief is grengthened by the parenthetica insertion d the title, the Holy Spirit, after
Counrsellor in John 1425 with "the acamulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript
copying', as the ditors of the Revised Standard Version themselves admit, it is easy to



Imagine the interpolation d such atitle athe Holy Spirit either as an explanation kelieved
by the original writer, or by any of the numerous manuscript copyist down the centuries as
the likely intention d Christ. The Holy Ghast or Spirit is the one that is believed to have
filled the disciples of Jesus and after them the Church authorities, generation after
generation unil today. What the Church dces and says is through the guidance and
inspiration d the Holy Spirit as prophesied by Jesusin the dove quaed passage.

Since Christianity is divided into countless contradictory Church or sects, it is
difficult to see in which one of them is the Holy Spirit working. Every one of these
Churches claims that it alone is the true inheritor of the Church aleged to have been
established by Christ when he cdled Peter "the rock onwhich he built his Church." Each
Church has fundamental differences with ather churches. Even within the same durch,
say the Roman Cathoalic Church, the best organized and the most mondithic of them all,
we find dfferent and contradictory doctrines and commandments isauing at different
periods. Men and Women who at one historic period have been excommunicaed,
condemned and even bunt at the stake, have by the same infalli ble Holy Church been na
only reinstated, but aso canonized as sints, at other historic periods. The history of
Christendam is full of such examples. Andall thistime we aeto believethat it isthe Holy
Spirit, who, aca@rding to the Church teading, is God who rever errs, is guiding all these
conflicting men whoisaue conflicting dactrines and rulings throughthe centuries!

The "Counrsdllor”, Jesus sid, would spea on God's authority and nd on hs own. That
statement alone is enoughto demolish the theory that the prophecy refers to the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit, acording to Christian teading, is God. He could nd be said to be
spe&king onan authority not his own. This could orly be said of mortal man, a man
inspired, a prophet. That man would bring clea teadings as to sin, righteousness and
judgment. Histeahings would be universal, not for the "lost shegy" of any particular tribe,
but for the world. To be universal ad complete thase teadings must be dea and predse,
and shoud be on a permanent record which is not subjed to interpolation a change, so
that al differences that might arise down the centuries could be resolved by reference to
that impeccdle record.

Finaly, Jesus said, the Counsellor would dorify him. Since the departure of Christ from
mortal life, it is a historicd fad that no ore has appeaed in any part of the globe who
closely fitsin with the qualifications enumerated in the éove prophecy of Jesus except the
Prophet Muhammad. It is he who has claimed, and indeed has achieved, the completion o
the misson d Jesus and all the previous prophets. The Encyclopedia Britannica cdls him
"The Most succesdul of al prophets.” It is he who has convinced the world of sin, of
righteousnessand d judgment. It is he who hes guided usinto all the truth for heisthe
Spirit of Truth. Indeed even as a youth before he becane avare of his future misson he
was known by his fellow-citizens of pagan Mecca & Al-Amin, i.e. the Truthful. As an
elderly man of over sixty, threemonths before his deah, having completed his God gven
task he told the asembled multitude, now all Muslims, quaing Allah's words (for he
spoke not on his own authority):

"Today | have @mpleted and perfeded for you your religion.”
Qur'an 5.3



Having guded the world into all the truth he reated Allah's own words:

Andsay: " Truth has arrived, and Falsehood perished: for Falsehoodis bound to
perish.”
Qur'an 17.81

THE BIBLE AND THE QUR'AN

Jesus confessed that he had na said all that he wanted to say, but that he that was to come
would doso and complete the work. The teadings of Muahmmad onsin, onrighteousness
and onjudgment are anboded in the Qur'an, a book that is unique in the world in its
purity, ladk of contradictions and in its inimicability. Since its revelation to the illit erate
Prophet 1400yeas ago nd one word has changed, and it will not change, by the graceof
Allah, till the day of judgment. Sir Willi am Muir, awell known critic of Islam, writing in
his book The Life of Muhammad, says: " Thereis probaldy in the world no ather book
which has remained twelve centuries with so pure a text." Since Sir Willi am wrote that
another two centuries have rolled by and the truth has remained.

With regard to the Bible, however, there is not and canna be consistency, for the Bible is
not one book bu a wlledion d many books written by numerous writers, many of whom
are not even known. There is even disagreanent among the Christian Churches as to the
books which are acceted as canonicd i.e. authorized by church elders as to have been
inspired, not revaled as the Qur'an was. The writings even in single book may be
contradictory, as we have noted the example of the mnwversation d Paul as recorded in
The Acts of the Apaostles.

Hugh Schorfield writing in hisbook Those I ncredible Christians, says:

"Within the avers of the Bible we can med with forgeries, manipulations and celi berate
inventions just as much as outside it. Scholarship is well aware of this, but when a biblica
work, espeaaly in the New Testament, is evidently not by the person claiming to be the
author everything is dore to avoid using the word forgery. The same is true of sayings
attributed to Jesus and knaw nat to be genuine. We spea of such boolks as by someone of
the Pauli ne or Petrine schod of though, of changed or invented sayings as "seamndary”. If
we did na employ evasions it would appea that the Holy Spirit was an accessory to fraud.

"It is on record, however, that down to the final determination o the canon d Scripture
some of the books which are in the Bible were disputed. It was argued by quite orthodox
Christians of the ealy centuries that certain books were nat genuine productions of the
apostolic authors by whom they purported to have been written. Occasionally the forger's
name was suggested. Paul mentions that in his own lifetime false letters in his name were
in circulation. What had to be suited was what was deamed to be the interest of the
Church. Considerations having ndhing to dowith truthfulnesswere & work in the slant
given to compositions and in the sentiments contrary to their own attitudes which various
persons of note were made to express All this kind d thing was a aommongacefor the



ealy Christians as well. This was the way the game of promotion and indactrination was
played. For those withou scruples, who believe that ends justify means, it is s still "

The originals of the books of the Bible ae dsent and unknavn, hence the numerous
versions. Admittedly the books as at present available ae the works of ordinary human
writers. However some words which are of divine origin may be discernible. But so mixed
are these, and so much interpolation hastaken placethat it isnow aimost impossble to tell
the divine from the human. You canna tell with any degree of probability which is the
word of God, and which is the word of a mere man who had a particular schod to uphad
or a particular axe to grind. Not so the Qur'an. Every word is Allah's own. It isin dred
speet as reveded, nat just inspired, to the Prophet Muhammead, and exadly as the
Prophet redted it straightaway and faithful scribes put it down immediately and ahers
memorized it. A Christian, Dr. JohnB. Taylor, Reader in Islamic Studiesin the Selly Oak
Coll ages, Birmingham writesin hisbookThinking About Islam:

"We have established that Muslims do nd spe& of Muhammad's writing the Qur'an, but
of his recaving and redting it. Just as Muhammad himself was conscious of the very
speaa charader of the Quranic text, so thase Muslims after him took pains to preserve
with complete acaragy al the fragments of the Qur'an. Only two yeas after Muhammad's
deah, with the further lossin the battle of some of thase who hed already memorized the

"A few yeas later, in the reign o
Uthman the third cdiph to rule the Muslims after Muhammad's de&h, a final chedk was
made on the text of the Qur'an. We can tell how careful and scrupuous the ealy Muslims
were by the fad that even variations in pronurciation from one part of Muslim world to
another were disapproved of in the mntext of reating the Qur'an; and so the official text
was established in acmrdance with the dialed of Mecca and most other versions were
destroyed by command d the cdiph. Thus we can fed confident that the Qur'an which we
have today is as far as is humanly possble the text which was established within a few

d o
God. That is what Jesus meant when he said of him who was to come: "He will not spegk
on hsauthority, but whatever he heas he will spe&k."

Jesus was insulted na only by his avowed enemies, the Jews, but also urwittingly by
those who considered themselves his followers. The Jews acaused him of being a dild
born ou of wedlock, and a dharlatan. To prove that he was acairsed they endearored to
cause hisdeah by crucifixion, amode of exeaution considered by them to be damnatory to
the soul of the victim. (See Deuteronamy 21:22-23). They denied that he was their
promised Messah.

clothing, swall owed the teadings of Mithraism, Greek mythology and aher contemporary
Mediterranean cults, and daced Jesus on the pedestal of a pagan god Jesus who was the
son d man. Ben Adam, as hewas fond d cdling hmself, a Prophet and a servant of God,
was debased into a pseudo pdytheistic god and kecane surrounded with legends of



propitiation by blood, legends which were arrent at that time within the aults of Osiris,
Attis, Adonsand Mithra

There was nothing new in salvation by blood All these doctrines were prevaent in the
pagan cults in the eatern Mediterranean region before the coming o Jesus Christ and
during hslifetime. What was new, strange and rewolting was to graft these myths on the
very man who came to abdish them.

DEATH ON THE CROSS

It was the Prophet Muhammad who came and dorified Jesus. He murtered the
acasations of the Jews, and tore down the pagan trappings with which Jesus was
enshrouded by misguided adherents.

He proved that Jesus was no more ill egitimate than Adam. His mother Mary whom the
Jews castigated as a prostitute was given a placeof gred hona

Christian Bible. To a people who believed in the aeaion d Adam with neither father nor
mother why shoud it be difficult to believein the aeaion d Jesus withou afather?

Isable from these stones to raise up childr
Matthew 3:9

To the hostile Jews Muhammad confirmed that Jesus was the Christ foretold in the Jews
own scripture. He taught that the Jews ware spe&ing an urtruth when they clamed to
have inflicted an ignolde deah onJesus by hanging im onthe aoss

those who dffer therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only
conjedureto follow. For a surety theykil

Modern Biblicd reseach proves this Quranic truth. It is known that there ae other

canonica Gospels. The other Gospels were not approved dficially by the Church when
the Bible was compil ed towards the end second century. Lately new light has been cast on
the beliefs of the ealy Christians by the discovery of an dd Manuscript in the achives of
Istanbu. The discoverer is Dr. Samul Stern of Oxford University. These arly Christians
Known as Nasoreans or Nazarenes (which talli eswith the Quranic namefor Christians:

were predominant to start with. The Nazaenes who claimed descent from
Jesus's first disciples came into conflict with Pauline Christians (who foll owed Paul) and
were driven ou of Palestine into Syria aound 62A.D. The Nazaenes regarded Jesus as a
gred prophet and righteous man. They acaised St. Paul of hereticdly substituting Roman
customs for the authentic teadings of Jesus and proclaiming him to be God. They refused
to cdebrate Christmas which they regarded as a pagan feast.



The version d Christ's Passon contained in the manuscript is that Judas tricked the Jews
by substituting another man in placeof Jesus. This other man vehemently denied before
Herod and Pil ate the dharge that he daimed to be the Mesdah (Christ). According to this
versionit was Herod and nd Pil ate, who took abasin of water and washed his hands of the
acaised man's blood to show that he did na find any guilt in him. Then Herod locked up
the suppased Jesus for the night; but the next morning he was sized upon ly the Jews
who tortured hhm and utimately crucified him.

The version d the story of crucifixion makes the pathetic lamentations attributed by the
canoncd Gospel to Jesus on the aoss more sensible. For an ardinary unknovn man to
behave in such away is excusable. But for the man of Godto dedare & thetime of trial, or
even for aleader of a people with gus in him, to cry out adoudin front of a adowd: "My
God, my God why hast thouforsake me?" isto say the least below the dignity of aleader.

If the qrucified man was JFsus, and if Jesus was God who krew that He had come down to
eathin order to be qucified for the sins of humanity, the asurdity would be shattering.
Upton Sinclair writesin hisbook A Personal Jesus:

"You percave that those who tell the story canna make up their mind whether Jesus is
God a whether heisaman. Truly it is difficult problem, once you admit such athing as
the posshility that God may take on the form of a man and come down to eath. When he
beames man, ishe man o is He still God? And hav can He be betrayed, when He knows
He is going to be betrayed? The legend rever answers clealy, for basicdly it is an
absurdity and there can be no answer, nor even any rational though on such asubjed.

"If Jesus is God, He knows everything in advance But in that case the procedure means
nothing to Him; He is like an ador going througha role, and it must have been a rather
tedious role to Omniscience Is He doing it for the entertainment of children? If so, why
nat encourage the children to grow up mentally and facethe truth? On the other hand, If he
Is a man and has the mind d a man, then he no longer knows the truth, he no longer
poseses the comfort of Omniscience The legend requires that we shall believe bath
these something and at the same time, but manifestly, a man canna know something and
at the same time grope half-blindy as we human beings are doing al through ou lives."

The riddle which perplexes honest and intelligent readers of the Gospels like Upton
Sinclair is resolved by the Nasorean version d the story of crucifixion. By that version
Jesus is absolved from the cwardice, fickleness and shallowness of faith in God so
shamefully and cowardly demonstrated by the aucified man. The ficklenessand defedion
of the disciples as reported in the Gospels also fall into pasition if we take it that the
crucified man was not their Mesdah. The disciples are therefore deaed from the dharges
of cowardice, treadery, falsehoodand ladk of faith in their leader at the most criticd time.
The man they sold, denied o doulded was truly unknowvn to them. He was not their
Master.

The " apacryphal” Gospel of Barnabas reports that it was Judas who was crucified in the
placeof Jesus, and the Basilidon sea of the ealy Christians believed that it was Simon
the Cyrene who was crucified, not Jesus. According to al the three synoptic Gospels it



was this man who was made to cary the aossfor Jesus. Only Johnmakes JFsus cary his
cross Thisisasignificant point.

Other scholars basing their reseach onthe canonicad Gospel have different versions of the
crucifixion. One such is a Biblicd schdar Dr. Hugh Schorfield, who hes forwarded his
findingsin his highly controversial book The Passover Plot. He maintain that it was Jsus
whowas nailed onthe aoss but that he did na die there; he only appeared dead by taking
adrugwhichisdesc

nd one of them at onceran
and took asponge, filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave it to him to

Jesus cried agan with a loud voiceand yielded to his spirit."
Matthew 27:45-50

That is the description by the evangelist Matthew, or whoever wrote in his name.
Schorfield claims that was merely a plot to save Jesus from deah by crucifixion. The drug
described as vinegar was given to induce adedhlike state. According to Gospel Jesus
remained onthe aossfor threehous only, while it was normal for a man to take days of
lingering agory before his deeh in that type of exeaution. Then acmrding to plan, arich
disciple, Joseph d Arimatheg appeaed before the Roman Governor Pilate and requested
for the body, which was turned over to hm. Anthropdogist Michad J.Harner of California
University corrobarating Schorfield says that wine made from the mandrake plant was
used in Palestine to induce adeahlike state in persons who were being crucified.

"THEY KILLED HIM NOT"

It isafad that any careful impartial reader of the four Gospels which are in the Bible will
derive strong evidence to show that the man who was put on the aossdid na die on the
cross but only appeaed to have died. In those same Gospels, there is also overwhelming

indeed likely, that the aucified man was not Jesus Christ at all .

It isafad that Jesus was not awell-known person at that time in Jerusalem. To the people
who were hurting for him he was a stranger, a rustic from Galil ee He had been preading
his faith for only two or threeyeas, wandering from placeto pacewith nofixed abode.
(Matthew 8:20). During that time he @muld na have visited Jerusalem more than a few
times. The ealiest Gospel, Mark says he had been there only once, whil e the latest, John
says four times. So little known was he that it is related Judas had to pant out to his
would-be cators by pretending to kiss him. Thus it would be nathing unwsual if they
mistook somebody else for Jesus. The Gospels tell us that when he was arrested all his
disciples left him alone and ran away. Even his closest disciples, Peter, denied any



believe that among all his disciples whom he himself had espedaly seleded with duwe
cae, there muld na have been asingle one who even adknowledged that he knew him. To
say that this was in fulfill ment of a prophecy is to bow to faith, and to stretch reason to
breging pant.

Moreover the answers that the acaised gave in court during cross examination were not
such asto indicae that he was Jsus Christ. At best the actised prevaricaed. All the three
synoptic Gospels describing the aourt scene fail ed to produce one pieceof evidence, which
would prove the identity of the acused. Luke says that when he was ordered: "If you are
the Christ, tell us," his answer was merely: "If | tell you, you will not believe; and if | ask
you, you will not answer."

When he was asked a point blank question: " Are you the Son of God?' heretor

Matthew reports:
What is that these men testify aganst you." But Jesus was slent. And the high priest
ell usif you are the Christ, the Son
of God
Son of man
Matthew 26:62-64

Mindyou, these narrative evenin their original form were written decales after the events,
and are related by men who sincerely believed that it was Jsus Christ who was crucified,
and yet even they have produced the evidence of only one man, Judas, a shady informer;
and that evidencewas nat given under oath in open court, but merely by implicaion, akiss
purported to indicae Jesus Christ from amonga aowd to afrenzied mob d fanatics.

When we take into serious consideration this reasoning, together with previously related
versions narrated by the Gospels other than those included in the Bible and the ancient
manuscripts recently discovered which tell of ealy Christian beliefs that Jesus was not

those who dffer therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only
conjec
Qur'an 4:157

was reveded to an urettered man fourteen centuries ago. Modern
Western scholars now accept the Quranic version d the story of Jesus.

THE LAW AND THE LICENSE

When Jesus foretold the coming d the Courselor or Comforter who would convince the

had come to the Isradites who were strict in the observance of the letter of the law. Try as
he would he failled to convince them of the need to temper their obsesson with the



medhanics of religion with some spiritual values. He tried to make them appredate the
diff erence between the man-made restrictions and the @ernal laws of God.

Mark 7:8

Jesus did na bring any new law. His misson was to fulfill the law of Moses. But when he
offered hisinterpretation d the law controversy arose. A party of hisdisciplesthougtt that

he himself used to say, it was absolutely necessary for his foll owers to stick to the law,
even as to circumcision, the forbidden foods such as pork and Hood, observance of ritual
slaughtering and the sanctifying d Saturday as the Sabbath. Ancther party, St. Paul at
their head, argued that since Christ had brought no law they were free from the

salvation enough To impressthe belief in mind and soul of the believer a procedure was
evolved cdled the Eucharist, the Communion a the Mass In this ®lemn ceremony,
termed Holy Sacament, as an ouward sign d inward and spiritual grace sanctified (i.e.
made haly) bread and wine ae partaken as the body and blood d Jesus:

The Gospels of Matthew relates:

" Now as theywere ating, Jesustook lread, and bles=d and broke it, and gaveit to the
disciples and said, " Take, eat; thisis my body, " And he took acup, and when he had
given thanks he gaveit to them, saying, " Drink of it, all of you; for thisis my blood d
the @venant, which is poured out for many for the forgivenessof sins.”

Matthew 26:26-28

Upton Sinclair in his book A Personal Jesus comments onthe éove quated verses thus:

"From this has come a procedure cdled the Eucharist, the Communion, the Mass a
ceremony of unimaginable solemnity. Instead of saaificing a helplesslamb, it isthe body
of Jesus which was snctified on the aoss it is his blood which washed, and by
supernatural transformation the bread and wine become his body and dood and you
reverently ea and dink, or let the priest doit for you. Billi ons of words have been spent in
argument, and thousands of tomes have been printed ower that question d just how this
metamorphaosis takes place There is transubstantiation and there is consubstantiation and
there is a third variety cdled impanation. The Cathdlics had for what they cdl the Red
Presence that is, they say that the bread and wine become the ad¢ua physicd body and
blood even thoughther appeaance remains the same & bread and wine. All devout
Cathdlics have to go orce aweek and witnessthis ad performed by the priest, and then
they know that their souls are safe from hell fire. I dont want to hut anyone's fedings, and
so | content myself with saying that | dornit believe Jesus would have had any interest in
the procedure.”



Marcdl o Cravery says onthe same subjed in hisbook_The Life of Jesus:

"No geda effort is required to reagnze the dfinities between the stages of Orphic
initiation (caedists, fasting, purificaion) and those of the Christians nowtiate:
preparation for the 'mystery' of the Eucharist, fasting, confesson, and absolution d sins.
But the replacanent of the scared animal with the very person d Christ makes the
ceremony grotesque and harifying. If Jesusisto be cnsidered a human being, the Lord's
Supper asaumes the dharaderistic of a cannibal ritual; if Jesusisto be cmnsidered the Son
of God, the pure and exalted ideaof God held by Jesus degeneratesinto belief in aruthless
godwho demands the savage, perpetually renewed saaificeof his chasen Son.

"OncePaul's had gained acceptance, even the ayape of the Apaostleslost bath its meanings,
the eucharistic (gratitude to the deity) and the commemorative (of Jesus) by becoming part
of the 'mystery' of Communion. The bread and the wine were made symbals of the person
of Jesus. more spedficdly of hisbody and hisblood

"The text of Gospels was then filled ou with the alditions made by Paul, who, violating
historicd truth to med atheologicd exigency, and dedaringwith gred shamelessessthat
everything hed been dredly reported to him by Jesus himself, caused Jesus to say, after
breking d bread: "Take, ed; this is my body, which is broken for you, and when he
makes the li bation with the wine: "This cup is the new testament (covenant) is my blood"

The proof that the story of the Eucharist or the Lord's Supper was added to the Gospels
(Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25 and Luke 22:17-19) by Paul is contained in St. Paul's
own letter to the Corinthians:

"For | receve from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took lread, and when he had gven thanks, he brokeit, and

new covenant in my blood Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

not even clam to have ever met him personally. He bases his right to speg on his behalf
on the visions which he daims to have experienced, and that experienceis related in the
Acts of the Apostles threetimes, and ead time it is differently narrated.

PROPER PERSPECTIVE

With the omming d the Prophet Muhammad matters were put in their proper perspedive.
The pure Judaism of Moses was reinstated, and Christianity was cleansed of Paulinism.
Both were recast in their original imperishable mould of 1slam. Muhammead taught with



absolute darity on sin, righteousness and judgment. He removed the many rabbinicd
restrictions under which the Jews were groaning. He made it clea that some of these had
bean imposed onthem because of their own olstinacy and transgresson, and ahers had
been the aedion d their priests who hed invented such laws and commandments for the
sake of a more effedive control over their lives. On the other hand he did na leave the
people to grope in darkness not knowing what to do ty merely referring them to some
ancient scripture whose authenticity as open to douli because of numerous additions,
subtradions and changes. That would have made confusion worse @wnfounced. He cane
with the whose other name was or the which
distingushed truth from falsehood He brough alaw, the True Law of God, which gave
man freedom from the Jewish restrictions but did na grant the license which Paul had
unleashed;

was mental and spiritual slavery, licenseto the body but imprisonment of the intellect
and the soul" .

(mercy) | shall ordain for those who doright, and practice regular charity, and those
who believein our signs; those who follow the Apostle, the unlettered Prophet, whom
they find mentioned in their own (scriptures), in the Torah and the Gospel; for he
commands them what is just and forbids them what is ewul; he allows them as lawful
what is good and prohibits them from what is bad he releases them from their heavy
burdens and from the yokes that are upon them. So it is those who believein him,
honour him, help him, and foll ow the light which is ®nt down with him, it istheywhom
will prosper." Qur'an 7:156-157

greaest emphasis on faith, faith in God, the Compassonate the

" And where it not for the grace and mercy of God not one of you would eve have been

Someone asked the Prophet whether he shoud leare his camel to God's care. The Prophet
replied: "Tether her, then trust in hm."

PAGAN SOURCES

Faith and works are complementary. One withou the other is a lop-sided monstrosity.
Faith, acording to the teadings of the Prophet Muhammead, does not consist in believing
that anather shall bea your burden for you. No ore can save another except asaguide and
an inspiration. For every one haldsin his own hands the means of salvation, "No beaer of
a burden shall bea the burden o anather," says the Qur'an. "Whoever does an atom's



weight of goodshall seeit; and whoever does an atom's weight of evil shall seeit." That
again is the Qur'an. No priest, not Jesus, nor Muhammad can bea sins for us. It is a
doctrine of laanessand self-deception to believe that someone dse's sufferings and deah
shall stone for our sins. Jesus did na tead that. These were the teadings of the pagan
cults prevalent in the Mediterranean regionlong lefore Jesus came. Attis of Phrygia (later
cdled Galatia in Asia Minor of present-day Turkey), Adonis of Syria, Dionysius or
Bacchus of Greece Mithra of Persia and Persia and Osiris and Horus of Egypt were
pagan gods with legends abou redemption, atonement and resurredion \ery similar to
those ascribed to Jesus. For examples;

(a) Attis of Phrygia - was born of a virgin named Nana, and was regarded as the Only
Begotten Son and Savior. He was bled to deah onMarch 24" at the foot of a pain tree
and hs votaries believed that his blood had renewed the fertility of the eath, and thus
brough anew lifeto humanity. He rose from the dead, and his deah and resurrecion were
cdebrated by hisfollowers.

(b) Adonis of Syria - Believe to be the Savior, was born of a virgin mother. He dso
suffered deah for the redemption d Mankind. He rose from the dead in Spring.

(c) DIONYSIUS or BACCHUS of Greece- Another demi god d the pagans. Was termed
The Only Begotten Son of Jupiter. He was born o a virgin mother named Demeter on
Decenber 25™ To his foll owers he was the Redeamer and Savior. He cdled himself the
Alpha and Omega. The story of his passon was cdebrated every yea, and it similarly
consisted in dedh, descent into hell and resurredion.

(d) OSIRIS - the Egyptian god - was barn on 29" Decenber of a virgin mother. He was
betrayed by one Typhen and was dain. He was buried, remained in the hell for two o
threedays and nghts. He then rose from the dead.

(e) MITHRA the Persian sun god - His birth, also of a virgin mother, took daceon the
25" of December, Christians and Easter were the most important festivals of the
Methraists. They had seven sacdaments The most important of which were baptism,
confirmation and Eucharistic supper at which the communicants partook d the divine
nature of Mithra under the spedes of bread and wine.

With these historicd fadsin mind ore may well wonder whether St Paul and aher Church
leaders of his brand derived their doctrines of salvation by blood, atonement, deah and
resurredion d Jesus, the Eucharist, Trinity, baptism, Christmas and Easter cdebrations
from Jesus (on whom be peaceg and the Holy Spirit or rather from the pagan cults of
Greece Egypt, Syria and Persia which had precaded Christianity. The similarities are too
remarkable to be merely coincidental. The movement of the Sun starting its return journey
northwards abou the 25" of Decenber, depicting kirth, and a the ejuinox (Easter)
heralding spring and a cming badk to life of nature that had been killed by the wintry
blast. Could na but strike ave in the untutored barbarians of the northern hemisphere; and
their cunning priest knew well enoughto creae myths and legends which in due murse
came to be adopted by the Christian Church.



Leo Tolstoi, atrue and horest Christian writing in his Appeal to the Clergy says:. "If the
Trinity, and an immaaulate conception, and the salvation d mankind by the blood d
Jesus, are possble - then anything is possble and the demands of reason are nat
obligatory."

PROPHECY OF JESUS FULFILLED

If Jesusdid na leave for us enough gudancein matters of sin, righteousnessand judgment

it isfor very goodreasons which he himself stipulated, (seeJohn 165-14 already quaed.)

But then he said of him who was to come.. "When he comes he will convincethe world of
Il guide youinto all the truth."

Jesus said that he that was to come would tead the world abou judgment. He himself
could set no example to judgeship being imself throughou his life afugitive from what
currently passd as justice History tells of no spiritual leader after Christ who held the
reins of judicial power other than Muhammad, on whom be peace Shepherd, citizen,
husband, father, warrior, administrator, legislator, statesman, judge, saint and prophet the
last of them all, with a message dired from Allah, God Almighty, Muhammad d spensed
justice-but his justice was tempered with mercy as befitted ore who judged on the
authority of the All-Merciful. His chequered life which consisted of as varied phases asis
humanly possblein ore'slifetimeisan inspiration and gudanceto all of us, what ever our
pursuit. He thus taught by precept and example. He was no mere utopian theorizing
reduse out of touch with rediti es of life, but a pradicd man of affairs, and at the same
time of such sublime spiritual stature a to warrant God's own tribute when He said:

" And thou (O, Muhammad!) standest on an exalted standard of character."
Qur'an 684

Once his wife, Aisha, was asked abou the darader of the Prophet; she replied
laconicdly: "his charader is the Qur'an" what atribute! This man lived hisreligion, the
Injunctions which from his Maker.

No wonder Christ had said of him that he would convincethe world of righteousness

The man that Christ foretold wasto be auniversal messenger; his missonwas to convince
the world, not merely to save lost members of histribe, Says Allah to him, and d him;

" We have not sent theebut as a universal messenger to men, giving them glad things,
and warning them aganst sin, but most men understand not."
Qur'an 3428
" We sent theenot but a mercyto dl creatures.”
Qur'an 21107

Jesus said that he had many things to say, but that his people wuld na bea them at the
time. They would be guided into all the truth by him who was to come the Spirit of Truth,



whose privilege it wasto dedare, for al eternity to hea, after the succesful completion d
his misson:

"Thereisno prophet after me"

It was he, Muhammad, who was described by God as "The Sed of al the Prophets and
Apostles.”, When a document is sgned and seded nahing more can be alded to it. The
Qur'an and the Life of the Prophet Muhammad are there avail able for our guidance and
inspiration for all times. No ore has claimed this finality of Prophethood except
Muhammead, and his claim was justified. What was his due he laid claim to in the deaest
and simplest terms. What was nat his he forbade to be confused with. Consistently did he
disclaim any divinity. "Am | anything more than a mortal?' was often on hs lips. The
Qur'an instructs him:

Say: " | am but a man like yourselves, but the revdation has come to me that your God
Is one God: whoeve expeds to med his Lord, let him work righteousness and in the
worship o hisLord, admit no one as partner.”

Qur'an 18110

His duty, he dedare - and so dd Jesus - was to dothe will of Him who had sent him. And
that was Islam, submisson to the will of God. Muhammad dd na claim that he was the
founder of a new faith, rather was he merely continuing to a completion the task that was
of Jesus. Moses, Abraham and d all the Prophets who had submitted to the will of Allah.
Indeal the Qur'an says: "Andthereis not apeople but that it had an Apostle." He however
was fina and unversal, for the time had come for finality and unversality, and thus was
the prophecy of Jesus at the Last Supper fulfilled. The teadings of Muhammad's
predecessors had been corrupted by time and man. Their holy books had been pdluted by
numerous additions, substradion and alterations. The historicd time arived for the
abadlition o all tribal and radal faiths. One faith for al men, for all times was now cdled
for. Godin Hisinfinite wisdom sent Muhammead with such a faith:

"Verily those who believe and the Jews and the Christians and the Sabeans whoeve
believes in Allah and the Last Days and acts aright their reward is with their Lord,
neither shall theygrieve"

Qur'an 262

The world at the time of Christ was nat yet in a position to accept the full implicaion o
the teadings of auniversal faith. It would have been too violent a change to demand what
later could be commonpace Jesus had to tread the narrow path of tribalism if he were to
get a heaing from his Isradites listeners. Consider what he told the Canaanite, woman
(Matthew 15:21-28), and the instructions he gave to histwelve disciples, (Matthew 10:5-8)
as well as his promise to them (Matthew 19:28). Any other course would have likely
courted total faillure. The drcumstances were not auspicious. If you read the Old
Testament you will see the difficulty of persuading such a raast community as the
Israditesto accet God as the God d all the peoples.



The Isradites regarded themselves as the dhosen children of God, who hed been granted
the privil ege to take other peoples lands and properties, by trickery when they were week
and by forcewhen they were strong (Genesis 17:8, Exodus 3:22 and Joshua 6:21,24).

Legends were aeated under the guise of the Holy Scripture which granted to the
Hebrews the status of Herrenvalk, Hitler, most likely, the Dutch Reformed Church of
South Africa most certainly, have receved their inspiration from the Old Testament.
They believed that God wasthe Lord of Israd, and are they the beloved chasen children of
God destined to lord it over the rest of mankind, particularly the Arabs and the Africans,
the Ismadit es and the Hamites.

John Okello the hireling who lrought deah and terror to Zanzibar In 1964says in his
book that he was inspired by the Bible when when he ordered " The Massacre of
eveything that breathed."

Zionism is the spiritual ancestor of Apartheid and all other forms of Fascism. There is
legend d Noah cursing hs n Ham, the ancestor of the Africans (and the Arabs through
the Canaanites, the phili stines, the Phoenicians and the Egyptians) and h's descendants, to
a status of slavery under the Jews and Europeans for eternity. (Genesis 9:18-27). By
further scriptural manipulation the Jewish branch of the descendants of Shem had its gatus
enhanced by having God establish his covenant with Isaag as oppacsed to Ishmad who
begot the Arabs. Could such a bigoted people to whom pride of racewas everything, to
whom the vilest of crimes were virtues sanctified by God so long as they resulted in the
perpetuation and damination d their own raceover others, could such a people-1 humbly
ask bethe cariers of auniversal message? Most emphaticdly no! That task could only
be tackled by a people with international ties, a people caable of intermingling with
others of diverse rada origins. Such a people were the Arabs from whom sprang
Muhammead, of Hamitic / semitic origin, traditionally claiming descent from Ishmad,
himself born of an African woman from Egypt, Muhammad as an Arab had in him the
strains of various Hematic and Semitic peoples who had been inhabiting Arabia even
before Abraham came Chaldea It is from such Hematic / Semitic ancestors that migratory
waves crosed into Africa d various historica periods and gave birth to most of the
inhabitants of the continent of Africaof today and the Bladk people of America It wasthis
man Muhammead who pu an endto the notion d ties of blood as being the most important
thing that mattered and boundman together. He adlish tribal and raaal discrimination,
and instituted a new brotherhood the brotherhood d faith, and the brotherhood d man.
"The aistocracy of old, | trample under my foot," he said, athough e himself came from
the nodest family of Arabia. "He who advocaes raaalism is nothing among 8" he
annourced. When he li berated Meccafrom the pagans he dedared: "All men are equal like
the teegh of comb. The Arab is no letter than a nonArab. The white has no superiority
over the bladk. All are dhildren of Adam, and Adamis from dust.”

Such are some of his syings on the subjed of race a subjed which urtil today plagues
many parts of the world.

In Issam no duy is more estimable than the regular congregational prayers; and in them
two most important functions are those of the Imam who leals the prayers; and the



muezan who cdl s the faithful to worship. It was the normal pradice of the Prophet to lead
the prayers himself, while he assgned the task of Muezan to Bilal, an Ethiopian ex-slave.
The Prophet found nahing incongruous in marrying his cousin to Zaid, his former slave.
Nor did he hesitate in appanting Usama ayouth of eighteen ban o a bladk African
mother as commander of a Muslim army to med the trea of invasion from the Romans
when he was convinced o his suitability for the post. Of Salman, the Persian, the Prophet
said: "Salman is a member of my family." It may be of interest to nae that both Zaid and
Salman were convert from Christianity. The first two martyrs of 1slam who chose deah
under torture rather than gve up their new faith were Yasdr, a Yamanite Arab, and hs
wife, Sumayya, an African.

A universal God, a universal religion, a universal brotherhood could orly be taught by
such a man and accepted by such a people & such atime. No wonder Islam sprea like
flarefire.

Thomas Carlyle said in hisclassca ledure on Hero as a Prophéet;

"The history of a nation becomes fruitful, soul-elevating and ged so soonasit believes.
Those Arabs, the man Muhammead, and that one century - is it not as if one spark had
falen, one spark on what seemed dark unndicedle sand? But lo! The sand proves
explosive powder, blazes heaven-high, from Delhi to Granadal”

It was not mere belief that did the trick; it was the type of belief, belief in works, belief in
the brotherhood d man and the universality of God's religion. From the Atlantic to the
Paafic, from the Caucusus to the Comores, from Senegal to Sinkiang, from Istanbu to
Indoresia, all becane one brotherhood all had ore dl-embradng ideology, al facel
towards Mecca al mixed their bloods and cultures s that differencesin race colour and
tongue becane completely meaningless The youngest of all the gred religions became the
only truly universal one. The only radal groups resisting the dtradion d Islam have been
those which at al cost would insist on maintaining their radal purity and aleged
superiority, and thus have been the gredest contributors to the rada animosities which
bedevil the world of today. They are fighting areaguard adion.

COUNSELLOR - COMFORTER - ADMIRABLE

Let us now examine the word Counsellor or Comforter, which is the dleged title given by
Jesus to the person who was to come dter him and gude men into al the truth. As we
have drealy seen, this word has been variously rendered in the different versions of the
Bible. The originas of the books of the Bible ae non-existing. They are dso known to
have been written many yeas after the events they narrate. For example the Gospel
acording to St. Johnfrom which we extrad the passage which deds with the prophecy of
Christ quaed abowe is sid to have been written roundcabou 100 A.D. But the oldest
manuscript avail able was written at least two centuries after the original. The Greek text
uponwhich the Authorized Version was based has been described in the prefaceto the
Revised Standard Version as having keen "marred by mistakes, containing the
acaimulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript copying.”" Biblicd schdars sich as



Ruddf Bultman (Protestant) and Father John Lawrence McKenzie (Roman Cathdlic)
agreethat parts of the Gospels are nat historicdly true, and that certain sayings of Jesus
were aeded by the ealy church. Hence it can be seen how easily one word could have
various renderings. It is believed that St. Johns Gospels was written ariginally in Greek,
athough the spoken language of Jesus was Aramaic and his shoarly languege was
Hebrew. The Greek word which has been variously translated "Coursellor” and
"Comforter" is PARACLETOS. Becaise of the posshility of confusion as explained
abowe it is not surprising that the wpyists of the Greek text misgell the ad¢ual word used
in the original which was PERICLYTOS. This means The Admirable, that is to say in
Arabic: Muhammad or Ahmed or Mahmoud

" And remember Jesus, the son of Mary, said; " O, children of Israel! | am the apcstle of
godsent to you confirming the Law which came before me, and gving gadtiding of an
apcstle to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmed."

Qur'an 616

The Gospel of St. Matthew also reports Fsus prophesying the amming d Muhammead, the
rejeded Ishmadite stone, and the rising d Musim Ummah (nation) to whom the
Kingdan of God shall be granted:

Jesus said to them, "Have you neve read in the scriptures. " The vey stone which the
builders rgeded has become the head d the arner; thiswasthe Lord'sdoing, anditis
marvedous in our eyes? Therefore | tell you, the kingdam of God will be taken away
from you and gven to a nation producing the fruits of it. And who falls on this gone
will be broken to pieces; but when it falls on any one, it will crush him."

Matthew 21:42-44

Prophecy regarding the coming d the Prophet Muhammead is aso foundin the Old
Testament. Moses is reported to be aldressed by God in the foll owing terms:

"1 will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brethren: And | will put
my words into his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that | command him. And
whoeve will not give head to my words which he shall speak in my name, I myself will
require it of him. But the prophet who presumes to speak aword in my name which |
have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same
prophet shall die. And if you say in your heart, " How may we know the word which the
Lord has not spoken?" When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord. If the word
does not come to passor come true that is a word which the Lord has not spoken; the
prophet has oken it presumptuously, you may not be afraid of him."

Deuteronamy 18:18-22

A prophet will be raised from among "the brethren" of the Isradites, and nd from the
Isradites themselves. The promised prophet must therefore come from among the
Ishmadites, i.e. the Arabs, who were the brethren of the Isradites. Abraham begot Ishmad
and Isaacof the Jews.

"[_will put my words into his mouth", says God. That is the exad description of the
Holy Qur'an, the only bookwhich claims to be the dired speet of God. Muhammad was




only God's mouthpiece uttering the words as they were reveded to hm diredly, while
faithful scribes put them down immediately as they were transmitted, and ahers
memorized them for later transcription. God instructs him:

Say: "1 am no bringer of a new-fangled dactrine among the apastles, nor do | know
what will be done with me or with you. | follow that which is revealed to me by
inspiration. | am but a Warner open and clear."

Qur'an 469

The Qur'an itself chall enges those who entertain any doult asto its divine authorship:

"If you are in doubt concerning this which We haverevealed to Our servant then bring
forth one dhapter compaosed by man like this, and call your gods other than Allah to
witnessif you speak the truth. And if you do not do it - and you will never doit then
fear the fire whose fuel is men and stones, kept ready for the unbelieves."

Qur'an 223-24

For 1400yeas that challenge has not yet been taken up by man o spirit. The Qur'an isthe
standing mirade of Muhammead. It is not a mirade that is reported to have taken place
abou which men could argue whether it redly had happened or not. Thisis a mirade for
eternity, a book inscribed, a Guidance to mankind. Y ou can rea it today, tomorrow and
forever, in its pure, unspoailed, inimitable Arabic as goken by God Himself. You will be
inspired by the grandeur of its gyle, by the wisdom and leaning which it embodes, and
by the loftinessof its moral and spiritual teadings.

My faith may be acawised of influencing my assessmnent of the Qur'an; so let the impartial
pen of Edward Gibbonas a gred historian, a distingushed man o letters, and an English
Christian, be the judge. He writes:

"There is no bookin the world in which God has been made such a theme of discourse &
in the Holy Quir'an.

It isimposgble to conceve aught haolier, noler, purer, more sublime, more perfed, more
supreme and more worthy of the Godhead than the God whom Muhammad worshipped.
The ided canna be improved upon one dtribute taken from it would mar its perfedion,
and nd one could be alded to it would na be superfluous. Such is the lofty conception o
Muhammead's God as presented in the Qur'an. He has boldly and indelibly impressed the
nation d the strictest monaheism upon the pages of history and towards this nation
rational man canna but drift surely if slowly."

It was this Book, then, which made the Muslims through their universities of Cordova,
Cario, Damascus and Baghdad the founders of Algebra, Chemistry, Astronamy and
Modern medicine & a time when Christian Europe was busily engaged in the futile
controversies over Trinity, the Immaaulate @nception, salvation by blood and a god
incanate. To a man knew not how to read o write, born in a community amost
completely illit erate, the first verses ever to be reveded to hm commanded:



"Read in the name of thy Lord who created - created man out of congealed bood
Read and thy Lord is most bountiful, - He who taught by the pen, taught man that
which he knew not."

Qur'an 961-5

Withou this Book the leaning d Greece of Persia, of India, of China and o Egypt,
would forever have remained in the limbo d oblivion, instead of being preserved,
enriched and lequeahed to the world of today. This was the Book that urged individual
effort, the Book that made the se&king d knowledge a @mpulsory religious duty to every
male and female. It is the Book that changed the sun, the moon and the stars from being
objeds of worship to olgeds of study, subservient to man, as the Qur'an rightly terms
them. It is the bookthat liberated the intelled of man, and widened his scope of enquiry
into redms hitherto undeamt of.

Before the incomparable symphory of its poeticd prose and the profundty of its reason
and logic which gushed forth from the illit erate Muhammad; the haughty eloquent Arabs

from evil spirits and such petty stuff may be dright on an entertainment stage. Thisis the
era of science and knavledge, and it is the uncorrupted and incorruptible Word of God

Thisand all nature aound s are the standing mirades, the signs for thase who poner and
mediate.

and the day; in the sailing of the ships through the Ocean for the profit of mankind; in
the rain which God sends down from the skies, and the life which He gives therewith to
an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that he scatters through the earth; in the
change of winds and the douds which theytrail li ke their slaves between the sky and the
earth; (here) indead are signs

or come true, that isaword which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken
That iswhat Moses was told by God
abou the prophet who was to come.

If Muhammad had any quality more pronourced than ancther it was the wonderful
in his own capaadty. It was a dharaderistic acknowledged and feaed even by his enemies

at histimes. Of al the founders of religion hislifeisthe least entangled in the cobwebs of
legend. His foretelling d the victory of the Romans over the Persians, and that of the



fledgeling little community of Muslims, hounced and oppessed, over the mighty super-
powers of Rome and Persia, are but a few examples of the devastating exaditude of the
fulfill ment of his prophedes. All this while vehemently denying that he knew the future,
indeed it was not he who spoke, but God the Knower-of-all -things who spoke through
him.

Moses is told. What was Moses like? A
prophet who was also a padliticd leader, an organizer of men, a legislator, a fugitive, who
yet led his people out of oppresson. Has there been in history any body like him, apart
Isradites, Muhammead judged over the Muslim, Christian, Jew and Pagan. Moses led his

people out of Egypt, Muhammad led his out of Mecca The simil arities are striking; the
differences are mainly in degree

commanded him to speak, or who speak in the name of other gods, that same prophet
That divi

him by right hand, and we should certainly then cut off the artery of his heart; nor

-47
Deah isthe inevitable end d everyone born of woman. What is then the speaa meaning
means meding an urtimely end a violent deah.

It isahistoricd fad that the Prophet Muhammead in spite of inhuman perseaution to which
escgpe every one of those atempts until finally he died peacéully on his bed at the ripe
age of 63. It was after the completion d his misson which had taken him twenty threefull

yeasthat he passed away to his maker. Threemonth before his deah he could
own words:

Islam - Submisson to the will of God - Six centuries before this Jsus
sad:
They both met in Islam. (submisson to the will of God) the religion that has no keginning

onwhich he has made mankind.



He has made mankind; there is no change in the work of God: that is the standard

To dothe will of godis the @ernal duty of man, and in this lies righteousness for this
mortal life and salvation for the life to come which knowvs no mortality.

CONCLUSION

| started this essay with a quaation from Father John Madenzie. | can do no letter in
concludingit than to qude from anather Christian writer, Geoffr ey Parrinder whowrotein
his book

It is too easlly assumed that al traditional doctrines are firmly based onthe Bible. The
Semitic view of God may need to be deaed of some Greek theories that overlaid it. Then
If theology isto make contad with the modern word it must expressitself in a meaningful
way. Terms like the Son d God, Trinity and Salvation read to be shaped and gven new
point. Concepts of prophecy, inspiration and revelation must be re-examined in view of

charity and generous understanding must be shown to members of other faiths. The
example of Islam towards other people of the Book dten pus us to shame. Christians
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